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Special ballot Tuesday 

School voters to elect 4 board members 
Four hotly contested vacancies on 

the Wayne-Westland Board of Educa
tion are expected to draw only an aver
age amount of voters to the polls Tues
day 

That's the projection of Loraine 
Rulo, school district elections clerk. 

So far, half of the 406 absentee bal
lots sent out by the clerks' office have 

been returned, she said. Polls are open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

There are an estimated 50,000 regis
tered in the district. About 15 percent 
of those voted in the Sept. 14 recall 
election. 

Running to fill two unexpired terms 
of six months each are Glenn Anderson, 
Mathew McCusker and Sharon Scott 

Candidates for two 18-month terms 
are Joseph Arbini, Kathy Chorbagian, 
William LeDuc, Raymond Robichaud, 
Phyllis Runion, Kathryn Shaw and Dor
othy Stockwell. , 

The four vacancies are the result of 
the recall election 10 weeks ago. The 
effort was waged in opposition to the 
extension of the contract with the 
teachers union. That agreement Rave 

the teachers raises, which when adjust
ed to the inflation rate, could have 
amounted to a maximum of 9 percent. 
Opponents said the raises were too high 
in light of the area's economic crisis. 

The recall targets, Mary Arbour, 
Mildred Batterson, Kenneth Marshall 
and Donald Rusnock, waged a door-to-
door campaign to' try to win vo^er ap
proval. * 

They also attempted to have the 
election canceled by a Wayne County 
Circuit Court order, but Circuit Court 
Judge John Kirwan ruled against [hem. 

THE CAMPAIGN centered on the 
board's approval 14 months ago of the 
teachers' contract extension and raises 

Recall leaders said the district could 

not afford such raises considering the 
state of the economy. 

After the four trustees were re
called, Gov. Mitliken appointed four 
citizens to serve on the board tempo
rarily until an election could be held. 
None of the four are candidates in this 
election. 
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Video craze expands 
The newest and one of the largest video game centers, The Simu
lation Station, has opened in the lower level of Westland Shopping 
Center, where its 27 games immediately attracted customers. The 

new business opened its doors last week to crowds of teen-agers. 
For more pictures, see the entertainment section in today's Ob
server. 

Westland school board lays off teachers 
By Louise Okrutsky 
staff writer 

In an emotion-charged session, the 
Wayne-Westland Board of Education 
countered teacher rejection of a con
cession package by ordering the admin
istration to adopt a teacher lay-off pro
cedure. 

Administrators indicated the proce
dure would be halted if the teachers un
ion agrees to concessions proposed by 
the school district. 

The administration listed *a 19-point 
plan to balance the district's $62.1 mil
lion budget and a nearly $3 million def
icit. 

low it to the best 6f our ability," said 
Bill Taylor, assistant superintendent of 
employee relations. 

"I won't say that principals won't be 
able to recognize their staffs next se
mester but they could change as much 
as 40-50 peecent," Taylor said. 

Although administrators assured 
parents that teachers would be reas
signed to grades or courses in which 
they are certified, parents doubted the 
ability of some instructors to make the 
transition. 

"SOME (TEACHERS) have problems 
going from kindergarten to junior 
high," Taylor admitted. ^^mrr?^tp^r^ 

cr*rr school nr music, art and physical educa
tion programs and trimming of second
ary school class periods by 10 minutes. 
Administrators estimated these, cuts 
will save more than $1.2 million. 

Secondary teachers will handle six 
instead of five classes. Excess teachers 
will be laid off according to seniority 
levels. 

"There will be extreme bumping. It's 
fair under the contract and we will fol-

"Not all of the&e teachers will be fan
tastic in junior high, no. But not all of 
the teachers in junior high are fantas
tic," Taylor said Tuesday afternoon. 
"But some teachers (transferred to jun
ior high from elementary) are fantas
tic. They're skills oriented." 

Cuts in elementary music programs 
and teacher layoffs provoked anxious 
and angry comments from the audi
ence. Parents and students said they 
were worried that cuts in elementary 

music would downgrade the quality of 
high-school bands. 

"Our high-school band has placed in 
state and regional competitions. If you 
cut at the elementary level you can't 
place as high," said one high-school 
baud member. 

Mothers of elementary school chil
dren interested in music were con
cerned that the students would be de
nied the classes. 

High-school music students called 
out the names of favorite instructors to 
see if they'd be affected by the lay-offs. 

Other cutfweresujgjsjed4>ut raost-
r-^eretft3m8S6!$y3f1te sSool board. 

SUGGESTIONS RANGED from not 
buying new textbooks to eliminating 
the hot lunch program. The latter was 
considered this summer by the board. 

"We're not talking abut what's ideal. 
We're talking about a serious prob
lem," said Taylor defending the cuts. 

Teacher lay-offs in mid-year are per
mitted under the district's contract 
with the Wayne Westland Education 
Association if the administration can-

prove the move is the only way to solve 
a financial crisis. A three-man panel 
made up of one representative from 
the union and the administration and 
one impartial arbitrator decides if the 
layoffs are necessary after hearing tes
timony from the two sides. If the panel 
decides in the administration's favor, 
teachers will received 30 days notice 
before being laid off. 

While the impartial panel member 
hasn't been selected the other two have 
been named as Gary Matche for the ad-
ministrtion and Lou Diaz for the 
WWEA. 

..Althoughstalks between the union 
and district are scheduled for this 
week, administrators already have be
gun the task of rescheduling teachers 
on the basis of seniority, according to 
Taylor. 

While the union has agreed to the 
concessions involving lower pay in
creases, changes in medical insurance 
and alterations in the way the teachers' 
sick bank is kept, the two sides are 
hung up on the'duratlon of the dealvThe 
teachers would like to see a package 
lasting between 1¼ and 2 years while 
the administration insists upon a one 

year agreement. 
If agreement is reached, the elemen

tary arts, music and physical education 
programs will continue, administrators 
say. 

BUT THERE ARE other items on 
their budget shopping list which will go 
into effect. These include savings initi
ated by foregoing some roof repairs, a 
freeze on hiring to fill future vacancies 
and cutting workshop, conferences. 

custodial substitutes and some 
paraprofessional services such as occu
pational therapists and psychologists. 

There would be reductions in pre
school programs, contract riders with 
teachers for additional paid services 
and elimination of field trips. 

A plan calling for municipalities to 
pay the district's crossing guards has 
been subject only to informal mention 
to city administrators, according to 
Taylor. 

Santa is coming to 
Yule ceremony 

Man stabbed in bar parking lot 

Westland will renew a Christmas 
tradition which began 13 years ago 
when Santa Claus lights the City Hall 
Yule lights Monday night. 

The action will start at 6:30 p.m. in 
front of City Hall when Santa throws a 
switch to turn on the Christmas lights 
on trees and branches near the build
ing. 

High-school students will sing Christ
mas carols. Santa will hear holiday gift 

requests in the nearby fire station. 
Refreshments for children and 

adults will be served at the fire station. 
Several Westland municipal employ

ees' unions have donated money to help 
replace many of the lights burned out 
in past years. 

The checks from those unions will be 
presented to Mayor Charles Pickering 
shortly before the lighting ceremony 
begins. 

what's inside 
A Westland man is recovering from 

two knife wounds after being stabbed 
in the parking lot of the-Gangster 
.lounge on Telegraph just north of Joy 
early Sunday morning. 

The- victim, Daniel S. Lesinski, 43, of 
Canyon Street was listed instable con-
ditiori, according to a, nursV/wGarden 
City Osteopathic Hospital \J^ 

Redford police have obtained a war
rant charging Ronald F. Quint, 33, of 
Detroit, with assault with Intent to 
commit murder, a felony that carries a 
maximum sentence of life in prison. 

Quint was arrested by two Michigan 
State Police troopers near Flat Rock 
about an hour after the stabbing, said 
police detective Sgt. John Crete. 
.The troopers stopped Quint for a 

traffic .violation, and he told the offi
cers that he was wanted for murder In 

Redford, Crete said. The detective 
speculated that Quint did not know 
Leslnski's condition at the time. 

4 

AT ARRAIGNMENT in Redford's 
17th District Court, Quint stood mute 
and Judge John Dillon entered an inno
cent plea on his behalf. Dillon sched
uled a preliminary examination fdr 
Tuesday. 

Dillon set a$l0,000 cash bond. Quint 
is being held in the Wayne County Jail 
In lieu of bond. 

Lesinski and his date, a 31-year-old 
Detroit woman, were leaving the Gang
ster lounge around closing time and 
had Just reached his car when he was 
confronted by a man, witnesses told po
lice. 

The man asked Lesinski if his name 
was Danny, and after Lesinski replied 
affirmatively, the man pulled a knife 

and stabbed Lesinski in the chest and 
the abdomen, according to Crete. 

THE DETECTIVE said Leslnski's 
date was Quint's former girlfriend. 

After the attack, the assailant fled, 
and the woman ran into the lounge for 
help, Crete said. Lesinski managed to 
walk about 100 feet to the front of the 
bar before he collapsed. 

Lesinski was taken by ambulance to 

the Garden City hospital. -> 
Crete said he did not know why Quint 

was in the Flat Rock area. He said 
state police called Redford police to 
verify that Quint was wanted in con
nection with a stabbing. 

At arraignment, Quint told the judge 
that he is living with his mother in De
troit and is working two jobs — as a 
truck driver and as an extra Christmas 
employee for a toy store. 

Bake sale to help accident victim 
A bake sale to raise money for a 

Westland man disabled in a diving ac
cident will be conducted 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the Melvin Bailey Recre
ation Center. 

The sale Is sponsored by the Ameri
can Tae Kwon Do Chung Do Kwan As

sociation, which conducts classes in the 
center to help Rick Korzon to pay his 
expenses. A quadriplegic, Korzon needs 
weights to help in his rehabilitation, ac
cording to Deborah Ison, head instruc
tor. Korzon, 25, is the brother of West-
land City Clerk Diane Rohraff 
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"LIKE HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS" 

Twin Pane advertised for a 
"Order Entry Clerk" position 

- to be filled In the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers classi
fied section. "Had at least 20 
people applying in person 
and some phone calls. Peo
ple are still coming In. Like 
home town newspapers for 
advertising!" 
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One call 
does it all! 

591-0900 
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Murder trial to open today 
By Bill Casper 
staff writer 

The key question in the trial of Kenneth W. 
Simonds Is whether Simonds was legally sane 
at the time that 25-year-o}d pharmacist Elise 

• Rouhier was stabbed to death in a Redford 
Township drug store last March 17. 

Simonds, a 1&78 Livonia Franklin High 
School graduate, Is on trial in Wayne County 
Circuit. Court for first degree murder in 
Rouhier's death. 

A; security guard for Revco drug stores, 
Sinjpnds, according to police, went on a ram
page in a Revco store at W. Chicago and Tele
graph and attacked Rouhier, a Ypsilanti resi
dent, and 19-year-old sales clerk Anne Ceane 
of Wayne With a knife and safety razor. 

Rouhier, who was four months pregnant at 
the time, died early on March 18 following 
emergency surgery at Garden City Osteopath
ic Hospital. 

Ceane, who fought off her assailant until he 
fled as help arrived, was stabbed once in the 
chest. She also suffered a broken nose and jaw 
and cuts to her hands. 

Simond's much-delayed trial begins today 
in Circuit Court before Judge Theodore Bonn 
and is expected to last three weeks. The prose
cution has listed 39 possible witnesses while 
the defense has listed 16 possible witnesses. 
Ceane is expected to be the key prosecution 
witness. 

THE DEFENDANT is being represented by 
one of the area's top criminal defense attor
neys, Nell Fink. Fink, who declined to com
ment on the case, is expected to argue that 
Simonds was not aware of his actions at the 
time of the attack on the two women and was 
not guilty by reason of insanity. 

Herbert Roberts, assistant Wayne County 
prosecutor, said Fink filed notification in Cir
cuit Court informing the prosecution that he 
would be using the defense of insanity. 

"There will be no denial on the part of the 
defense that the attack occurred," said Rob
erts. "He (Simonds) is claiming he cannot re
call the attack, that he had a disassociative 
reaction and became someone else and the 
other person committed the attack. 

"The defense effort to convince the jury of 
Simonds' contention versus our efforts to re
fute his claim is what this case is all about." 

According to Roberts, the jury will have 
three possible findings: 1) guilty, 2) guilty but 
mentally ill, 3) not guilty by reason of insani
ty. A finding of guilty will mean an automatic 
sentence of life in prison. Not guilty byTeason 
of insanity will mean that the defandant 
would be mandated to a mental hospital until 
such a time that he was determined to be le
gally sane. A finding of guilty but mentally ill 
means the defendant would be sentenced to 
life imprisonment with the order that he un
dergo psychiatric treatment available in the 
prison. 

Recreation staff plans 
drop-in basketball at 
Bailey Center 

Adult drop-in-basketbail is available at the Bailey Center, 36651 Ford, 
by the Westland Parks and Recreation Department. 

Games are held Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 7-10 
p.m.; Saturdays from 8-10 a.m. and 6-10 p.m.; and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 
noon and 8-10 p.m. 

Fee is $1.50 for Westland residents with identification and $3 for non- _ 
residents. 

The sauna and steam room is available without cost. 

Dr. Emanual Tanay, a well-known psychia
trist who has testified in scores of clrminal 
cases, is expected to testify for the defense. 

ROBERTS SAID he will present evidence 
that indicates Simonds was aware of what he 
was doing during the attack on the two wom
en. 

Simonds was assigned to several area 
^stores as a security guard and theft investiga
tor at the time. 

On the night of the attack, Rouhier and 
Ceane were alone in the store. Just after the 9 
p.rrr. closing time, Simonds arrived and was 
let in by the women. 

Moment laters, he attacked both women us
ing a knife and a safety razor, Ceane told po
lice. 

Simonds was arrested by Redford police at 
Wayne County General Hospital in Westland 
within hours. He was charged with first de
gree murder and assault with intent to com
mit murder. 

Simonds' first attorney, Patrick McDonald 
of Redford, described Simonds as being in a 
trance or catatonic state, unable to answer 
any questions from the judge or from 
McDonald at district court arraignment in 
March. 

Simonds was examined at the state forensic 
center in Ypsilanti and found by doctors to be 
mentally competent to stand trial. 

Roberts said osvciatric evaluations as to 
r 
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whether Simonds was aware of his actions on 
the night of the attack cannot be made public 
until entered as evidence during the trial. 

Howeyer, Roberts gave the opinion that "In
sanity as a defense seldom works." Today's 
trial has been postponed twice while Simonds 
changed his Jegal representation from 
McDonald to Fink and underwent additional 
psychiatric testing. 

Village centers 

on nation's past 
The Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield 

Village in Dearborn is one of America's tdp 
tourist attractions. 

The 12-acre Henry Ford Museum has major 
collections in Transportation, Power, Agricul
ture, Lighting, Communications and Home 
Arts. Museum hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

Greenfield Village is an open-air museum 
separate from but adjacent to Henry Ford 
Museum. Historic buildings tell the story of 
America's transformation from an agricultur
al society to an industrial society. Village 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

Admission for village and museum are sep
arate. Village admission is $8 for adults, $4 
for children 6-12, $6.50 for senior citizens. 
Children under 6 and Members of the Museum 
and Village are admitted free. Henry Ford 
Museum admission Is $7 for adults, $3.50 for 
children 6-12, $5.50 for senior citizens. Chil
dren under 6 and Members of the Museum and 
Village are admitted free. 
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School board candidates on ballot special^Tuesday 
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William 
LeDuc Jr. 

On the campaign literature of board 
candidate William LeDuc, an adult 
holds the hand of a child. 

"That symbol speaks for the whole 
campaign. It represents the custodian
ship adults have for kids, especially 
when it comes to education," said 
LeDuc, 37, of 38650 Maes in Westland. 

'LeDuc said he is running for the 
school board to ensure a quality educa
tion for his two children as well as oth
ers in the district. He said that to him, 
quality education is reflected in class 
size, curriculum content, support, staff 
and administration. 

"The principal issue is to remind the 
board, administration, staff, parents 
and students that the principal task is 
to prepare children to become a mean
ingful part of the world," LeDuc said* 

There are no easy answers to prob
lems faced by the school district, but 
LeDuc believes he brings good listening 
skills, "a sense of courage," experience 
in administration and "none of the en
tangling political alliances or debts to 
be paid. As such I bring objectivity and 
freshness of approach to the board." 

WHILE LeDUC knows that its "pain
ful to the community" to have to close 
schools. LeDuc went to a one-room 
schoolhouse and admits it was bard for 
him when it closed. 

"In the face of declining enrollment, 
we have to be open'to the possibility of 
closing schools but not presume it as a 
finality," he said, adding that the board 
ought to provide the schools with the 
adequate resources to celebrate the 
closing rather than considering It an 

/elongated funeral." ^ : „: ;t>.... ^ .. 
Although he isn't advocating the un

ion position, LeDuc said be is. con
cerned with keeping class sizes as 
small as possible. While parents may 
see this as "self-serving" negotiable Is: 
sue by the teachers, LeDuc said he con
siders it one of the "very professional 
things teachers have striven for" in de
termining at what point a teacher loses 
effectiveness in a classroom. 

To cope with a deficit in the district's 
budget this year, LeDuc suggests that 
the board look at postponing all ex
penses possible, administrative staff
ing, class offerings, combining jobs and 
transportation of students. 

One thing that LeDuc said he is real
ly interested in is finding a new funding 
base for education. LeDuc said he fa
vors a combination of property tax and 
some other form of tax such as sales 
tax to "maintain local control of 
schools." 

Since Michigan is a tourist state, 
LeDuc believes that sales taxes will be 
paid partially by out-of-state people, 
providing some property relief for resi
dents rather than a tax shift. . 

UDUC BELIEVES that teachers 
must be both supported and held ac
countable In the education process. He 
sees the board as a policy-making body 
that holds the administration account
able but also has trust In it. 

Although LeDuc didn't support the 
recall, he said there are people working 
for him who did. 

A minister at Kirk of Our Savior in 
Westland, LeDuc s%id the decision to 
run was his and that he keeps his cam
paign out of the pulpit. 

Holder of a bachelor's degree from 
Alma College and ministerial degrees 
from San Francisco Theological Semi
nary, LeDuc has served In the Wayne-
Westland Ministerial ̂ ssoclatloiK He Is 
on the board of Youth Living Centers in 
Westland, Interim House {for spouse 
abuse) In Detroit, and on the citizens' 
advisory committee of Northvllle Resi
dential Training Center. He also Is a 
member of the Klwanls Club and Com
prehensive Youth Services of Mt. 
Clemens. 

*-:£} 

Raymond 
Robichaud 

Concern over high increases In taxes, 
quality of education and representation 
for the people prompted Rev. Ray
mond Robichaud, 30, to run for the 
Wayne-Westland school board. 

"I'm sensitive to the needs of the peo
ple. I'm not just a business person," 
said Robichaud, of 4918 Walker, 
Wayne. 

Robichaud said he is concerned 
about candidates who, artce they get 
into politics, "forget* about people." 

The candidate called for unity 
among factions in the district. He said 
that he wanted to be totally independ
ent so he wasn't seeking the endorse
ment of any "particular group. 

"I want the right to give prayerful 
consideration to every issue brought 
before the board," he said. 

ROBICHAUD said he would listen to 
suggestions from teachers about how to 
streamline the district's administra
tion. There are 15 executive secretaries 
who are non-union and unneeded, he 
said. 

He said the superintendent has "done 
a fantastic job," but adds that the ad
ministration is top heavy. Robichaud 
said Its more Important to have "work
ers* than administrators. 

"Yes they'll have to work harder (af
ter cuts are made), but I believe they'll 
get through it * he said. 

Robichaud criticized the district for 
having the board meeting-room so 
small, 

.x . ^£ve encouraged a Jot. of.-people, $o 
start going to meetings," he said. 

He said he won't allow the board to 
"drop the policy Issue on busing of stu
dents. 

Their policy is in violation of state 
policy and discriminates against chil
dren from '7-l£-ygrades,* he said. 
There's no way they can justify it." 

There are committed and dedicated 
teachers In Wayne-Westland schools," 
Robichaud said. "When the administra
tion talked about teacher lay-offs, 
teachers had already heard about it 
and that's-not good." 

He said he believes that teachers will 
cooperate In accepting concessions If 
they are "dedicated and committed to 
the education of children. 

"A QUALITY education can be 
maintained if teachers and parents are 
given Input on program cuts. Then 
there will be more harmony and unity 
in the district," he said. 

Robichaud said he doesn't believe 
there was adequate representation on 
the building-utilization comittee from 
all areas in the district. He also 
disputes the administration's projec
tions of future enrollment. 

There are more older people dying 
than young people. We will always 
have young people In school," he said. 

He said the district shouldn't be run 
just as a business and suggested that 
"when people realize they are being 
heard by the board, then they'll be hap
py" 

Robichaud said that the state has to 
realize that it needs to have a signifi
cant role In education. Drug abuse edu
cation Is needed In the schools, he said. 

Robichaud recently was laid off 
from his work with the Detroit Rescue 
Mission Ministries and is seeking em
ployment elsewhere In the ministry. He 
has attended variefe Bible Institutes 
and programs and was ordained in 
1978. 
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from our readers 
Animal cruelty offends writer 
To the editor: 

It grieved me to read your article 
about the unwanted animals destroyed 
at humane centers (Nov. 25). 

An anti-cruelty association In Detroit 
provides homes for animals without de
stroying them. 

I've enclosed a brochure from, the 
Anti-Cruelty Association. Can you 
please print an. article about this shelr 
ter after you've\ontacted them. 

Young peoplfe especially are very 
sensitive about animal deaths, and they 

need to know about people who are 
doing something to help relieve the 
way in which unwanted animals are 
discarded. 

Michael Wolf rom, 
Garden City 

(Editor's note: Brochures from the 
Anti-Cruelty Association are available 
by writing the organization at 1S569 
Joseph Campau, Detroit 48212 or call
ing the office during business hours at 
891-7188. / 

Phyllis 
R union 
Although the school district is a "big 

business," it's made up of 17,000 indi
vidual students, everyone of which 
count, according to Phyllis Runion, 39, 
a candidate for the school board. 

"It's so easy for the board and the 
administration to forget that makeup," 
said Runion, of 1610 S. Walton in West-
land. Runion, who said she has missed 
only one meeting in the last 1 ½ years, 
said that her activism has shown that 
she has the time and effort to be a good 
board member. Runion added that she 
has already put a lot of time into trying 
to find things out from the administra
tion, r 

"You can't work for a change if you 
don't know how things are now," she 
said, explaining her interest in the dis
trict. 

While everyone else is saying that 
the big issues are declining enrollment 
and taxes, Runion said the real issue is 
the "decline of educational standards 
taht caused problems here. She said she 
would like to see the district change its 
priorities to stress the priority of edu
cating students in grades kindergarten 
through 12. 

DECLINING enrollment is some
thing that ought to be accepted, she 
said. 

"It was predicted 10 years ago. In
stead of building new buildings, the 
board should have planned on reduced 
enrollment and income. It should have 
been ready for it," she said. 

T o me, reduced enrollment means 
less schools, teachers supplies and pay
roll," she continued-. "We've neve"r got
ten the^benefit^f It We closed five 
schools" and enver got a reductions in 
taxes. 

"I'm for closing schools if it will save 
us dollars." 

She said that the decision ought to be 
made on the basis of the school's capac
ity, the number enrolled, proximity of 
other schools and cost effectiveness. 

"I've been told that the board repre
sents everyone. I'm not sure that's 
true," said Runion. "I think that the last 
recourse in the school district is to go 
to the school board for help with a 
problem." 

Runion was critical of the board be
cause "anytime a parent asks a ques
tion, it's always the administration that 
answers. The board isn't informed 
enough. They ought to be able to an
swer some things for themselves. 

"How cna they vote wisely if they ha
ven't studied the issue?" she queried. 
"That's how other board members got 
in such trouble. I don't think they were 
crooked or stupid. They just didn't do 
their homework. 

One thing Runion would like to see 
happen in the district is for the admin
istration to "be a little more open with 
the public." That, she said, would help 
to bridge a communications gap. 

RUNION SAID she worked hard on 

the recall because she believed that 
"something had to happen. 

When it comes ot the deficit, Runion 
said she isn't sure what should be done. 
She said that the board "could have and 
should have known* that the budget 
was in trouble. 

She added that budget cuts ought to 
start with programs outside the kinder-
garten-through-12th grade program. 

"I don't see why cuts should affect 
that group of students," she said. 

The only real way to solve the finan
cial problem Is to start with spending, 
she continued. 

"I don't know of one tax that I think 
is fair.- A shift won't solve the prob
lem," she said. The best thing to do is 
to make sure that spending is cut or • 
kept to reasonable limits. 

Currently working as a PBX opera
tor, Runion is a certified paraprofes-
sional. She has been active in scouting, 
was a volunteer library aide, worked 
with the Bucket Brigade and was a 
member of Madison PTA. 

Kathryn 
Shaw 

Making her second bid for a seat on 
the Wayne-Westland school board is 
Kathryn Shaw, 36, of 514 N. Hanlon, 
Westland. 
' "When the community came alive 
with involvement in 1979, the board 
qUdn't realize what its real responsibili
ties were*" said Shaw who had first run 
for office at that time. 

One campaign issue — accountabili
ty — was at the end of her list of rea
sons for running at that time but has 
npw moved to the top^ghejBald. 

" ^t 's more Imporwnt both'financially 
and structurally," she said, adding that 
the problems the school district has are 
the "price we've paid over the last 
three to four years as a result of not 
paying a^ention or solving concerns 
(back then)." 

Shaw faults the board for not "man
dating management accountability. 
There needs to be a clear line between 
an elected body and the staff it hires to 
implement decisions. 

AS A MEMBER of the transition 
team of Governor-elect James Blanc-
hard, Shaw said she knows that Blanc-
hard will "make every attempt to con
tinue to provide state aid to kindergar
ten through 12th grade districts." But 
she also cautions that it will be impos
sible to find more money from either 
the state or local taxpayers. 

"When wages consume 90 percent of 
the budget, the answer is in the em
ployees. If we really want to keep K-12 
intact, we have got to have conces
sions," she said. 

The recall, inwhich four board mem
bers were removed, was successful not 
out of dissatisfaction with teachers, but 
because of the "method by which the 
whole contract was handled" by the 
board, according to Shaw. 

A special election will be held Tuesday to fill four seats on the 
Wayne-Westland school board. There are two six-month unexpired 
terms and two 18-month terms to be filled. Five of the 10 candidates 
were profiled in last Monday's Westland Observer. The remaining 
five have their backgrounds and views in today's edition. 

She said that the area of contract ne
gotiations is critical and that the dis
trict needs "safeguards built into the 
current system." She favors the hiring 

' of a professional negotiator from out
side the district and the inclusion of a 
£oard member on the negotiating team 
so that "surprises can be averted." 

r' 

IT WILL BE about eight more years 
before declining enrollment becomes a 
severe problem in the district, Shaw 
believes. 

"We've got to talk about the next 
phase. I agree that a couple of schools 
have to be closed. The worst effect of 
declining enrollment is the impact it 
has on state funding for the district," 
she said. 

Although the building-utilization 
committee "worked a long time" on its 
recommendations to close Washington 
and Tinkham schools, Shaw believes 
that there are other considerations, like 
school-attendance boundaries, which 
must be considered before a decision is 
reached. 

Shaw said that she wants to see more 
positive suggestions from the adminis
tration on how parents can best help in 
the education process, and she believes 
that the board "must expose itself to 
the community frequently enough to 
have a sense of the pulse of the commu
nity.7' 

Shaw said she isn't using her position 
with the Blanchard team as an issue in 
the campaign. 

"People are aware I'm on the team. I 
don't want to overpower people," she 
said. "I want to let them make the 
judgement as to whether the combina
tion would be good for the school dis
trict." 

Shaw works on the personnel section 
of the transition team, but before the 
election, she worked in the issues sec
tion. 

A 1964 graduate of Wayne Memorial 
High and the mother of three, Shaw is a 
member of the Wayne-Westland Li
brary Board, Stottlemyer PTA, West-
land Figure Skating Boosters, Michigan 
Women in Public Administration and 
the American Management Associa
tion. 

She is on a one-year leave of absence 
from Ber job as business manager for 
the Private Industry Corporation In 
Livonia. She Is a junior at Wayne State 
University, majoring in business, ad
ministration. 

Dorothy 
Stockwell 

Dorothy Stockwell, 51, of 547 N. By-
field, Westland, believes that lack of 
faith in the school system and the dis
trict's financial problems are the key 
issues in this campaign. 

"There isn't the communication we 
need between the schools and the 
homeowners," she said. Stockwell be-
lievs that there must be an "open-mind
ed relationship" between the board and 
the community. 

"We have to get down to being able 
to afford our schools," Stockwell said, 
adding that the district should rely 
eventually on local taxation to finance 
education and "get away from the 
state" funding. 

Stockwell thinks that the district 
should learn "not to live beyond our 
means." 

SHE DESCRIBED the district as a 
big business and said that cuts should 
be made so that everyone is affected 
somewhat, not just those on the bottom. 
Stockwell believes that the districts 
curriculum and programs ought to be 
looked at, with emphasis on the basics 
of reading and writing. 

"It will take a heap of looking, doing 
and digging," she said. g 

One area she firmly supports is voca
tional education because of the econo
my. 

"We need career preparation for kids 
who don't know where they'll go," she 
said. 

Stockwell believes that teachers will 
have to take concessions. 

"Being hard times, we all have to 
work together," she said. "Concessions 
would show good faith between teach
ers and the community. Teachers 
aren't the only ones hurting from cuts. 
No one likes to say they have to give up 
their salary." 

Stockwell said she worked on the re
call of four school-board members be
cause she "never saw big business set
tle a contract 10 months before it was 
up. That's hard to swallow." 

DECLINING ENROLLMENT 
means that schools will have to be 
closed because of the cost of operating 
half-empty buildings, but she questions 
why money was used to renovate the 
school when the board knew it would 
have to close. 

Stockwell said she has her 25 years 
of business experience, reputation for 
being a hard worker and knowledge of 
the district's accounting procedures to 
offer the district. 

She also stressed the need for long-
range planning In the district. 

6 are sought 
for tax refund 

Six Westland persons have federal 
income tax refunds coming if they can 
be located, the Internal Revenue Ser
vice said. 

All are due refunds from their 1981 
federal income tax returns. 

They are Jacqueline S. Curry, Jerald 
D. Lincoln, Donna V. West, Ronesa R. 
White, and Raymond and Viola E. At
kinson. 

Charles A. Parks, IRS district direc
tor for Michigan, said these were 
among 1,073 refund checks worth more 
than $412,000 returned by the Postal 
Service as undeliverable in Michigan. 
The refund checks range in amount 
from $1 to $10,800 and average almost 
$400, Parks said. 
- It is believed most of these taxpay
ers moved or changed their last names 
during the year and failed to notify the 
Postal Service or IRS. 

Taxpayers should call the IRS at 
800-482-0670 to claim their refund. 

r 
Health 
tests ready 
at hospital 
for elderly 

Free health screening, 
sponsored by the People' 
Community Hospital Au
thority, is offered for 
sentoVs 60 and older by 
appointment only. 

For an appointment, 
call Annapolis Hospital at 
722-3308 for Wednesday, 
Jan. 5 or Wednesday, Jan. 
12. 

Health screening is 
also offered by the 
Wayne County Health De
partment at Whitman 
Center, W. Chicago at 
Hubbard, Livonia, Thurs
days from 8:45 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and at the Wayne 
County Health Depart
ment on Merrlman Road 
south of Palmer Tues
days from 8:45 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Persons may call 729-
2211, extension 258, for 
an appointment. 
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