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By Msaurie Walker
and Sandra-Armbruster
staff writers

Westland {irefighters are expected to
seek arbitration to reach a contract
agreement after the City Council re-
jected a tentative pact lgonday night.

Following a brief shouting match be-
tween Westland City Council President
Thomas Artley and Mayor Charles
Pickering, the council voted 5-2 to deny
approval of the Westland Firefighters
Association contract.

Council members Nancy Neal and
Ben DeHart voted to approve the con-
“tract.
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The verbal explosion between Artley
and Pickering came after DeHart sug-”~
gested Pickering be allowed to present
some of what the administration feels
were cost-savers in the contract.

‘e should let the audience know
what is in the contract,” DeHart said.

When Artley refused, Pickering
asked again to be allowed to speak.

“You've told your side of the story,
now let me tell mine,” the mayor said.

Artley yelled back, “If you want to
tell your side, tell it to the press,” he
said.

That’s just what he did — Tuesday

mMorning. -

Pickering said he is considering a

veto of the councu s vote. He has until

Thursday evening to decide to-do so. 1t

would be his seventh veto this year.
Pickering sald the veto would return
the tentative pact to its former status

4s something still to be dealt with.

Both Pickering and Joe Hawrylak,

serving as personnel director and may-
or’s assistant, expressed surprise with

placement of the item on Monday’s
agenda.
“We had two closed sessions and ex-

pected to have a third,” Pickering said.

IN EXPLAINING why they were
voting against approval, Robert Wag-

ner and Kenneth Mehl cited the poor
economy.

Westland, Michigan

“We have spent hours studying the
contract. Every umoq deserves a raise,
but the city just can't afford it. If we
can give one in the future we'll give it
to themn,” Wagner sald.

“The c¢ity now has a $600,000 deficit,
we just cap't give raises to anyone. If
one union gets a raise, other unions will
want one,” he added.

Mehl agreed.

“If anyone thinks we can afford to
give a raise they are dreaming.

“No bargaining unit in the city is bet-
ter than any other. If one can’t be given
a raise, none should,” Mehl said.

COUNCILWOMAN Nancy Neal, in
supporting approval, cited the cost of
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Emerson Junior High School students display the wooden toys they ship are Tim Riley, Mike Lamerson, Dan Lefeure, Janet Farhat, Mike
made in shop class which will be distributed to some needy chil-
dren in the Livonia area. S8urrounding samples of their workman-

They construct holiday cheer

Ingold, Kelth Bobrowski, Tlna Giacondini, RondaYoung, Dave Nitz,
Scott Gray and Ron Sackett.

"By Loulse Okrutsky
staff writer

Enough cars, trucks, tanks, boats and
planes to cause a small traffic jam are
parked in the lobby of Emerson Junior
High School.

In fact abput 100 wooden toys are
causing something of a jam as crowds
of studenis stop in front of the display
case to ooh and agh. -

Most of the admirers don’t notice
that in & nearby shop class, the eighth-
grade creators of these toys are beam-
ing over the attention given to their
work,

But the toys proudly designed and
made by students In Joe, Costa’s
woodshop class are’ destined o get
some speclal oohs and aahs on Christ-
mas Day when they're given to-chil-
dren who otherwise might not receive a
toy.

. “I wanted to instill in my students a
gift of giving, a sense of community
and a pride in self,” Costa sald.

- When the project was finished, Costa
had a roomful of toys and five classes

of proud students. He also didn’t have a

clue as to who could use the toys.

“I started to get a little shaky. Here

we spent three weeks at this. . .” he
said.

After the prl cipal, counselors and
the Parent-Teacher Association
couldn’t yie}d an answer, a friend of his
called ister Dlane of St. Damian
Elementary School. She tagged 30 toys
for students in her school who needed
them and contacted other parochial el-
ementary schools in the Livonia area.

They took 30 toys each.

- “I went from nowhere to go, to eve-

rywhere to go. She could tse 300 of
them,” he said.

Costa also benefits from the project.

" An industrial arts teacher in the Livo-

nia School djstrict since 1969, he’s been

laid off and called back to work for thé

last five years. He believes this is his
final year as the district’s last full-time
industrial arts teacher.

The toys, which will-help make

-Christmas for some children, help Cos-
ta mark his own milestone. -

_ In his first )unior-high post in 10
years, Costa helped his 13 and I'{-year-

Students’ toys make grade

old students choose and design the toys
they made.

After he checked each student’s de-
sign, they cut patterns for the toys or
traced an outline on the 2 x 4’s the class.
used. It took- them seven to 10 days to
finish the toys once they had been cut.

- Toys were finished in shellac instead
of paint tq guard agalnst polsoning if
children chewed on them.

Some monitoring of the students’
chojces was nec .

“The -biggest things were tanks. I
could have had 75 tanks if we let that
happen,” Costa said. - ’

A typical tank produced in the class
included.a turret, wheels which turned
and a gun coming out of the center.

Other students constructed puzzles of
three to four pieces in the shapes of
teddy bears, unicornsfloppy-earred
dogs and sail boats, .

There are cars with wheels that
move and some which are only sil-
hoyettes. “For a junior-high setting ~
they're not bad at all,” Costa said, obvi-
ously proud.

- BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

)
B! LB RESLERIstanhotoqrapher

Care. airplanes and blocks,
perennlal ‘children’s tavorites, -
are among the toys which the
elghth-grade class des!gned
and bujit.

¢

City sélects éOnsultahthT“dable TV

By Maurle Walker
statt writer

* Westland will soon have a cable tele-
vision consulting firm to assist the city
in the preparatlon of a cable televislon
franchise.

At the recommendation of Dale Far-
land, Westland planning director, and
the clty’s cable commission, the City ,
Councll voted Monday night to enter’
Into a contract with Telecommunlca-
tlon Management Corp. of Los Angeles.

Farland, who is also cable coordina-
tor for the city adminstration, sald the
city hopes to sign a contract with the
firm by the first of the year.

¢

v

The consultant will assist the city In
the preparation of all cable television
ordlnances and review and prepare a
recommendation on all proposals
received for a franchise.’

THE COUNCIL last October ap-
proved a cable television resolution au-
thorizing the adminlstration to seek the
services of a private cable television
consultant, :

Farland sald the clty recelved 18
proposals for cable consulting services
In response to s request.

“These proposals were diligently re-
viewed, and the four finallsts were per-
sonally interviewed by the clty’s cable

!

televislon consultant review commit.
tee, who finally agreed on Telecom-

- munication Management Corp.” she

sald.

THE CONSULTANT'S fee will be

. pald from application fees charged to

prospective bidders for the _local.
franchise.*

Farland said the contract will pro-
ylde for a flrm, fixed fee for the ser-
vices o the amount of $16,000 plus the
additional amount based on the number
of applicatlons received.

- This would amount to $4,800 per ap-
pllcallon for the flrst three applica-
tlons, $4,400 for four-to-six applica-

tions, and for seven or more appilca-
tions the amount would be $4,200 per
additional application, above the first
six.

Farland had said earlier that the

main reasons most clitles go with a con-
sultant {8 the mass of Information
needing to be assessed in order to pre-
pare a well thought-out comprehensive
cable ordinance and bld proposal.

Westland 13 one of the few remaining
large suburbs still preparing for cable.
Most others gslready are wired for the
medium.

Westiand voters had rejected a pro-
posal for a elty-owned cable TV system
in February 198}
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Tempers flare over proppsed flreflghter pact

going to arbitratlon.

“The last time we went to arbitra-
tion, it cost us $167,000,” she said. “If
the firefighters go to arbitration, they
will get more than they are asking for
now.

“I don’t view the contract as giving
the firefighters a raise, just benefits. I
think it's a good contract,” she added.

Mark Neal, outgoing president of the
union, said the firefighters had agreed
to take a pay freeze for one year.

“We are surprised the council denied
the contract,” he said. “It's hard to un-
derstand their thinking.

“We will go to arbitration. The city
knows {rom past experience that arbi-
traticn is costly. This contract could
have saved the city $43,000 by approv-
ing this contract,” he added.

“The council, with the exception of
Neal and DeHart, have shown they are
irresponsible.”

He gaid the firefighters approved
this contract “in an effort (S try to help
the city. ‘

"THIS IS THE first administration
we could believe in, and we negotiated
this contract. we felt would aid the
city.” ‘

He 'said one item aloae in the con-
tract will'save the city $3,000.

“The firefighters had been having
physicals every year; now, under the
new contract, we will be taking one
every three years, when our Emergen-
¢y Medical Technician license comes
up for renewal.”

Several members of the union sat
through two hours of agenda items
waiting for the contract issue to come
up. They walked out of the council
chambers shaking their heads after ap-
proval of the contract was denied. -

Pickering said the contract would
havé resulted ih a $40,000 savings to

- the clty: That figuré is disputed by the:.

councii; citing loss of productivity as'a-
cost to the city.

The contract calls for a pay freeze
and other changes I(n benefits.
Hawrylak described the settlement as
“remarkable” in light of agreements
elsewhere — 19 percent over three
years in Canton Township and 15 per-
cent over two years in Wayne.

Other terms in the contract call for
four additional days off with pay in ex-
change for the return of 1% days pay
per quarter for each fireman, a provi-
sion in the last contract. Hawrylak said
this will save the city about $43,000 un-
less firefighters are required to work
overtime if staffing levels drop. |

While this represents a loss of 3 per
cent per year in productlvity, Picker-
ing and Hawrylak sald it returns mon-
ey to the city’s general fund — a cru-
cial concern since Westland is facing a
$600,000 deficit for the year.

Firefighters also will receive im-
proved longevity pay, although the ceil-
ing for such pay remains the same.
That is expected to cost the city $2,517.
In addition, another $1,200 for insur-
ance of the widow of a retired fire-
fighter is called for under terms of the
agreement.

PICKERING SAID he is worried that
if the pact goes to arbitration the fire-
fighters could be awarded a lucrative
contract. Also of concern is the cost of
arbitration proceedings, which he esti-
mated at a minimum of $40,000 to
$50,000.

He added that the council’s vote was

a “deliberate attempt to create dissen-
slon between the firefighters and my
administration.”

Pickering said that the contract also
showed that he wasn’t paying off the
firefighters for having supported him
in his bid for mayor. He further
accused the council of being anti-fire-
fighter, saying that the only city union
asked to make concessions by the coun-
cll was the firefighters’ union.

While Hawrylak said he is concerned
about what the impact of the contract’s
refection will be on the firefighters’
morale, Pickering said he is confident
that it won’t affett services.

Irked that he wasn't allowed to speak
&t the. eouncll

safd he is considering not having his ad-

-ministration represented at council

meetings and requiring all council re-

quests to be processed through his off- -

ice instead of going directly to depart-
ment heads. ,

He said that is a change from his cur-
rent open door policy.

’Westl'a’nder faces

manslaughter rap

A Westland man faces a man-
slaughter charge following the traffic
death of a 34-year-old Canton woman
late Friday afternoon.

The accident occurred at about 5:30
p.m. Friday at the intersection of Shel-
don and Cherry Hill, police said. )

The impact of the collision spun
Tharp’s car into the path of another
car, traveling westbound on Chetry
Hill, resulting in another crash orf the
passenger side, police-said. -

. Matney fled the scene, police said,
but was arrested at the tcbrner of

Madonna C: Tharp, of Sincoe, a pas- —Qweens Way and Cherry Hill by assist-

senger in a car, died in the accident.

William Matney, 25, of Almo Court,
Westiand, was arraigned over the
weekend in 17th District Court on the
manslaughter charge. He pleaded not
guilty and was released on $10,000 per-
sonal bond. Preliminary exam in 35th
District Court is scheduled for Monday,
Dec. 27.

Manslaughter is a felony carrying a

maximum penalty of 15 years.

THARP WAS TRAVELING with her
sop, Eric, who was driving southbound
on Sheldon when he .stopped at the

Cherry Hill intersection, according to a
- police report. After checking for clear

tratfic, he turned the car eastbound
onto Cherry Hill, but his car was struck
on the passenger side by a car driven
by Matney, police said.

#’ — ‘_' —os --.

ing police officer Willlam McCuster
from Westland. Investigation indicated
that Matney was [ntoxicated and driv-
ing with his car headlights off, police
said.

Mrs. Tharp was pronounced dead at
QOakwood Hospital Canton Center im-

- mediately after the incident. No one

else was seriously injured.

Funeral services for Mrs. Tharp took
place Monday in Muncie, Ind. She bad
been a Canton resident for 18 months
and a nurse at Oakwood Hospital in
Dearborn.

She is survived by her husband,
Thomas; sons Eric and Aaron; parents,
Earl and Cynthla Hall of Muncle; three
brothers; and three sisters.

Memoriat contributions may be sent
to Oakwood Hospital, 18101 Oakwood
Blvd., Dearborn. '
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The Project Compassion bus that took s | .. AND DON'T COME BACK UNLESS YO :
| residents from the Camelot Convales- HA'RCUT w 1 [BRING ME SOMETHING FROM |
: cent Centre to the York Steak House is With This Coupon - Expires 12-30-82 udn:?\munp:oo I PITTRICH FURS .
equipped with a special door to get Bill |
Newell and his wheelchair in and out. * Halrcuts « Perms « Sets |

Assgisting him are Camelot statf mem-
bers Anna White (left) and Wanda Main.
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Sadie Humphrey of Westland enjoys a candy cane provided by |
the restaurant.

Seniors treated to festive meal

By Sherry Kahan : Chartes Green of Redford Township, a former manufacturer's
: agent, had dresséd up for the occasion. He appreclated the oppor-
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- tunity to have a change from institutional cooking. * Riding Mowers
It was up early and dressing in their best for 34 residents of the IS A D ides to b thins (o look £ dtor b :}‘;’ﬁgf;"_s DRYWALL
Camelot Hall Convalescent Centre on a recent morning. They had said GOO ea ave somethling to look forwar e Completed units must be picked up IN STOCK N
been invited out to brunch by the York Steak House in the West- . within 7 days to qualify.
land Shoppmg Center. It was the restaurant’s way of saying “Mer- Margaret Maas of Detroit reported I Dearly fell over when 1 a8 [4x10 [4x12 | 4x 14 o
ry Christmas.” saw all that food. I had absolutely no interest in Christmas except mmxs
The vislt was not without its problems in logistics. Several resi- it and ery because I couldn’t do anything. But I think I feel better il KR E
dents and their wheelchairs had to be raised on a lift into an  NOW. MEM 587 W. rlanole '
orange bus. Persons with walkers had to be helped aboard and Ann Arbor Trail : 7515.70/6.65 l- M2y the best gifts of
their walkers stored. center i 453-6250 - o lacolss0leselars tne oy sessonte
The bus bore a sign saying Project Compassion, certainly the 9-7 M thru F: Sat. 9-3: Sun. 11-3  Plymouth ' e

theme of the day. It was provided for the trip by Lutheran church-
s In the Detroit area, and driven by Earl Witt.

“They’re really happy to be out,” Witt noted, looking at his pas- -
sengers. “They were all smiles. This is the most rewarding work
I've dope in my life. I see the smiles, the looks on their faces and
eyes that light up.

“This i3 a big thing in their lives. They are not forgotten People
do care andwilt help them.”

MON.-FRI. 8-5

JOANNE ZITO, assistant manager of the restaurant, pointed
out that letting the seniors know they had not been forgotten at
Christmas figured strongly in York’s decision to invite them to a
free meal.

“We gave them a menu choice and they chose steak, eggs and
potatoes,” she said. “They could either have fruit cocktail or jello,
and there was pie for dessert. Each resident has his or her own

- place card.”

In a room decorated with colorful Christmas roping and lights,
Sadie Humphrey of Westland tasted the candy cane that was lying
at her place along with a chocolate reindeer.

“I think this is marvelous, the most wonderful thing I ever saw,”
she sald. “I certainly appreciate it.” )

Jessie Murphy ‘of Livonia arrived in a wheelchair and plaid
shirt. “This is the first time I've been out in two years ” ghe com-
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Enjoying a chat with Paul Portera, general manager of
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