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A crowd of local omcials and supporters of Wayne County General
Hospital pack a meetmg to air reagons why the hospital should

Sy Maurie Walker
staff writer

Closing Wayne County General Hos-

pital may not be much of a savings for_

_the county, dccording to some cOunty
officials.

iced 1,408 emergency patients and
3,841 clinic patients. Emergency pa-
tients from all of Wayne County totaled
31,303.

: “Where would all those patients be
cared for if the hospital s closed?,”
Beard asked
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Students mourn
2 classmates

killed in crash

John Glenn High Schoo) students are
mourning the death of two 10th grade
classmates who died early Sunday in a
car crash.

Gary A. Wade and Michael J. Knope,
both 15, were killed when their car
went out of control on a gravel road

and crashed into-a-tree

BILL BRESLERA/staff photographier

remain open. The county’s new executive William Lucas has threat-
ened to close or sell the facility because of its operating costs.

Closing hospital may prove costly

In charls assembled by Commission-
er Kay Beard, whose districts include
Westland, Garden City and Inkster, the

.county would still face 4 total cost in

the first year of the closing of _pearly

$23 million.

~ At an open meeting held Wednaday

in Inkster Recreation Center, at which

more than 250 Persons attended, Beard
- sald this figure would include such_on-

going expenses as utilities, insurance,

depreciation, supplies and repairs as-

well as retirement funding, unemploy-

" ment compensation and retiree’s hospi- -

talization insurance.

The county would spend $4.2 million
for employees’ accrued vacation and
sick time, $9.2 million in unemploy-
ment compensation in which the county
Is liable for all 52 weeks, and $800,000
in worker's compensation. There would
also be fringes on earnings totaling $1.6
million, Beard said.

“Contrary to popular belief, patients
don't just come from the western
Wayne County suburbs. All of Wayne
County uses the hospital,” she said.

THE HOSPITAL, in the year ending

_Nov. 30, handled 15,526 out-patients

" Among those attending the meeting
were Westland’s Mayor Charles Pick-
ering and Police Chief Willlam Rech-

lin; Garden City’s Mayor Vincent For- §
dell and Councilmeén’ Gene Salvatore . [
and Don MéNulty; Tnkster Mayor Wil- - §

* liam Danlels; and several county com- §

misstoners, including Mary Dumas of
Livonia.

_Beard told the gathering that the
board of commissioners “does not rec-
ommend-the closing of the hospital.

~ “No proposals have come to the com- -
mission ftom Wayne County Executive’

William Lucas,” she added.

FORDELL said he was in attendance
to support the maintenance of the hos-
pital.

“The hospital is a safe haven for our

community. In addition, many Garden -

City residents are gmployed there.
“I'm in favor of any solutign for sav-
ing the hospital,” Fordell sald.
Pickering said that while he believes
the people shoyld be fair to Lucas in his

efforts to work out the county budget,

he hoped there would be -a solution by
Lucas, the employees and the commis-
stoners.
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who came from all areas of the county
including Detroit, Hamtramck,” High-
‘land Park and the Grosse Pointes.
Emergency patients from these areas
handled by the hospital totaled 4,222.

Added to these figures, the hospital
handled 87,809 out patients from sur-
rounding cities, including Westland, Al-
len Park, Ecorse, Be]leville .and Livo-
nia.

- From Westland last year, the hospi-
tal handled 7,088 emergency patlents
and 17,774 clinic patients.

- From Garden City, the hospital serv-

“Our city has some 7,000 emergency
runs to the hospital last year. Where
“would they Have gone if it was closed?”

The mayor added that he and the
Westland City Council will do their
part to help keep it open.

Several of the speakers attacked Lu-
cas.

Bard Young, UAW representative

speaking as- a resident, said “the big- . 2
gest violator of the Wayne County’

budget has been Lucas.”

" Please turn to Page 3

"Board hearing airs

jI‘he Livonia school board will hold a
public hearing at 8 p.m. Feb. 17 in the
Franktin High auditorium, 31000 Joy
Road, on whether half the district’s

, ~miliage levy ‘should be collected this
summer in the Westland portion of the

district. —_

“Total debt and operatlng millage'

“amounts ‘to about 37.86 mills ($37.86
per $1,000 of equalized valuatlon) for
the year. -

" The distrlct began ¢ollecting half the
school tax in the Livonia portion of the

© " school system last year. .

. ‘According to a new state law, citiw
can no longer prohibit the colléctlon of
summer . school taxes, but they can
refuse to do it themselves. In that case,
_the schoof district jtself or (he county

may ‘collect the tax revenue and

receive a fee for doing 80.

' W&tland's city council was divided
- Monday night. on whether summer

- school taxes should be collected for the
: Livonia, Inkster, Wayne County Inter-.

_mediate and Schooleraft College dis~

Ctricts.

.-+ - The councll denled the tax collection

* " to the Wayne County Intermediate and
' Schooleraft districts. The law provides
" no_recourse for community colleges,

e but the Intermedlate district will now

- have to declde whether to ask the coun-
1y to collect the 1.1 mill levied through-
o out Weetland That millage is prlmariiy
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used'-for special educatlon programs
and returned to local districts.

BUT A DECISION on summer tax
collections was postponed for the Livo-
nla- and Inkster districts. A decision
must be reached, by law, befare March

“If this' was something the council
could defeat, I would vote no,” sald one
Westland councilman, Robert Wagner.

“I took enough for four months. I don't -

intend to take that again.”

. Wagner was referring to a summer
‘tax collectlon initiated by the Wayne-

Westland school district in 1981. Due to

.different aécounting procedures with

two mortgage companies In the city,
resldents experienced huge shortages
In thelr escrow accounts.

Compllcating the collection was an
error in'calculation, a state law that
equalized assessments by class and
what councll members have sald was

the failure of the Wayne-Westland dis-

triet to notify residenta that half their
school taxes would be co)lected during

the summer.

Despite promises by Livonla school
board member James Merner and As-
sistant Superintendent James Carli
that Westland residents would be notl-
fled about the change, the Westtand
city councll voted to delay making a
decision until a publie hearing is held
on the tax collection issue.
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Larry Smith ot Westland, who Is employed' at Ford Motdr Compa-"

ny’s Wayne-Asgsembly Plant, tells the story of a friend’s lite saved
by hospital employees after his friend was injured by a robot at
the plant. Liatening in the foreground is Mary Dumas.

MEMBERS OF the audlence ap-
plauded as the summer collection is-
sues were ejther denled or delayed.

Westland councilman Kenneth Mehl
asked for a survey of residénts’ reac-
tions to the collection. :

“I think in this case public input Is
important,” he sald. .

But Carli and councllman Kent Her-
bert disagreed.

" “Statistically, it would be less than

valld,” explained Carli.

‘Hebbert called the mailing a waste
of money and said ke wouldn’t go along
with summer school tax collections un-
less it could be done throughout the
community.

“'i‘heres no way we can do that

now, he said.

Metner and Carii sald the Livonia
board would hold information sessions
with both mortgage companjes and
with homeowners, establish an Infor-

mation control center in the district
an send letters on two separate occas-
slons.

Carli sald Livonia school officials
had” “affirmative letters” from mort-
gage companies promising no escrow
adjustment if there is no tax increase.
~ Merner admitted, however, that last
year “two companies did unique things
in our district.” He sald that they repre-
sented less than one percent of mort-
gage holdings in the district. He sald

summer tax plan

the school system would agree to iden-
tifying who were the mortgage holders
In the Westland portion of the district.
Estimates varied of the revenue the
city would lose if the school system or
county collected the taxes instead of
Westland. A minlmum for the Livonia
district alone was set at $15,000. -

"HERBERT pointed out that interest
rates are. dropping making the cost of
borrowing money less expensive for

- school districts:

“I think, especially considering the
times we're in we ought to wait a year
or two,” Herbert suggusted. :

Councll President Thomas Artiey
sald that if taxes are collected this
summer
“Wayne-Westland will have their re-

" quest in next year.”

Gouncilman Ben DeHart said that
due to the “horror stories™ that resulted
after a dual tax collection experience
in Wayne-Westland, he would vote no.

Councll woman Nancy Neal asked
for timelines for notifying restdents of
the change, saying that trust between
the city and the distrlct had “broken
down” {n the past and could do so In the
future. v

Later the rest of the council agreed
with Wagner’s proposal to delay the de-

clsion in both Livonla and Inkster por- ]

tlons of the city.
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in the Livonia -district,.

A third student, David Griffin, also
15 and the son of Westland City Coun-
cilman Charles Griffin, was reported
out of intensive care at University Hos-
pital in Ann Arbor. .

Washtenaw County sheriff’s depu-
ties, Said the accident occurred at 4:50
a.m. Sunday, three miles north of Ypsi-
lanti on Harris south of Cherry Hill.

The car, which was owned by Wade's
mother, was reportedly being driven by
the youth without his parents’ permis-
sion.

Deputies sald none of the boys had a

driver’s license.

GRIFFIN had been riding in the
right front seat of the 1976- Volkswagon
which was traveling at high speed, ac-
cording to police. The car struck a tree
25 Inches in dfameter, cutfing the car

. inhalf.

According to unconfirmed reports,
the youths had overslept after planning

reports of a haunted section of a road
in the area.

Confllcting reports say Griiiin elther
struggled free or was thrown from the
wrecked car ‘and made his-way to a
house where he ‘collapsed.

His father sald David, a John Glenn
wrestler, was in fair condition at the

1~ Mott Center of Unlversity Hospital.

. “He’s conscious and able to walk,”
Griffin said. “He has a ruptured kidney
which is causing internal bleeding.”

John Glenn assistant principal David
Bolitho sald that the accident has had a
“very somber, sober effect on the kids.
A lot of parents have called to excuse

_. their kids to go to the funerals.”

Services for Gary Wade were held
‘yesterday from the Uht Funeral Home
in Westland. Burial was in Cadillac Me-

morial Gardens.

WADE WAS reportedly a speed

xcusion to-ctreck out—“
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Michael J. Knope

skater lnterwted in entering competi-

tion
He is survived by his parents, Gary‘_
and Patricia Wade; a brother, Martyn"

" Timothy Wade; grandparents, Mr, and

Mrs. Matt Gross and Mr. and Mrs. Mar-
ty Fogarty.

Services for Knope were also held
yesterday from the Jobn N. Santeiu and
Son Funeral Home, Garden City. Burial
was in Michigan Memorial Cemetery,
Flat Rock.

He is survived by his parents Melvis
Knope and- Nancy Jones, stepfather,
Robert Jones; brother, John Holet; sis-
ters, Marion Busch and Susan Otler;
grandparents Mr. and Mrs.- Walter
Knope; Adam Hassa; and Mr. and Mrs.
Bill McPhee.

Parents win delay
in Bentley closmg

By Terl Banas
staff writer

James Lynch and ‘supporters fell

‘short of what they originally set out to

do"Monday night — set up a communi-
ty task force to study the closing of
Bentley High School.

The parent group, however, did win
one concession in its campalgn to stall
a declsion by the Livonia Board of Edu-

- cation,- The school board, after a
lengthy presentation by Lynch, agreed

- to delay by one week public hearings

on Superintendent George Garver's
récommendation to close the district's
firsf high school by June 1985. :

“It's a good compromise, I'll go for
it,” Lynch, the parent group’s chief
spokesman, sald later.“I'm glad the
board bffered us some extended time to
make an intelligent and reasonable
presentation to them. They are being
accommodating, just not as much as
we'd like.”

The compromise calls for a public
hearing Monday, Feb. 28, Other hear-
ing dates will be scheduled “if neces-

sary,” Garver said yesterday. Tenta-
tively, Tuesday, March 1 has been ta-
geted, as well. Garver had recommend-
ed to the board that :it schedule
hearings Feb. 14-16. .
. In addition to the new hearing sched
ule, board president Marjorie Roach
told Lynch that trustees would wait un-
til March 21 for his committee report.
On March 28, trustees will declde
whether they have enough information
to make a decision on the closing of
Bentley.

The compromise was reached after a
heated- debate among trustees and
some 75 people who attended the meet-
ing.

AT ISSUE was the board’'s vote on
Garver’s report, calling for the closing

-of Bentley. Board action Monday ac-

knowledged receipt of the report and .
set the stage for its deliberation. ,
Garver has said that because of de-
clining enrollment, school program-
ming will suffer through limited course -
offerings unless the district cuts down™
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. tion Bread Basket to help feed Watlands hungry
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By 8andra Armbruster
editor

Westland's mayor plans to ignore
changes the city council made Monday
night in his proposal to cut the budget.

Charles Pickering said that he “stjl]
intends to use my autbority” to make
budget cuts Including library service,
membership in the Southeast Michigan
Councit of Governments, an animal
control offlcer and the layoff of the
parks and recreation department di-
rector.

“After three study sessions, it con:

opposite directions,” said Pickering.
he council -appropriates and I ad-
minister the budget. I have the authori-
ty to reduce it when necessary to bal-

ance the budget,” he continued. “I'm
_ hot required to have councll approval.
I'm obligated to present my proposal to
the council. It's thelr choice whether

they recog‘nize it (cuts).”

BILL BRESLERIs\aH photogréphe:

Jaycettes Debra Welch (left), vice president, Sue
Dickson, president, and Sandy Hebert plan pro-

Jaycettes seek_members

Women who are interested in making new
friends or want to get involved in community activ-
ities will have an opportunity to learn about the

‘You get out of it whal you

Westland Jaycee Auxiliary for women 18 to 36. 1
The Jaycettes will be hosting an open hoyse at P Uf into it.
7. 30:5 m. Monday at the Bailey Recreation Center Sue Dickson, presldent
to give wormen a chance to “find our what we're
about without being pressured,” according to mem- Jay cee Auxiliar, 4

bers.

Years ago Jaycettes were requrred to be married .
to a member of the Jayceés, but that has changed.
The Jaycettes still help Jaycees with their projects,
including selling refreshments and applying make-

-up for their annual haunted house.

But now membership In the auxiliary group,
which has been in Westland for 22 years, is open to
all women whether they're homemakers, work out-
side the home, single, married or members of other
organizations. Meetings are on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month begmmg at 7:30 p.m. in the

as well as offer a variety of classes on personal
improvement and issues such as rape awareness,
drug abuse, job hunting skills

Recognition awards are given members for g
standing contributions. :

In honor of Jaycee week PEb. 13-19, members
will be handing out “Fuffire Jaycette t-shirts to
newborns at an area hospftal,

The Jaycettes have A lot of fun besides working
on projects, say mergbers. Socials are sometimes

Friendship Center. held with their chilfren like a Valentine’s party
Through its leadership training, the auxiliary scheduled for later tpis month.
“builds confidence sa you can deal with-the-eom uxitiary-atsg-hotds soctatoutings ke

nity if you have to,” said President Sue Dickson.

ics and family ca
“You get out of it what you put into it,” she add-

cees.
The theme this gear is strawberries, and events -
-are planned with tHat in mind.
Dues are $18 a year and may be pald In install-
ments.
And the age limft allows women to “make friends
our own age.” Lik¢ the Jaycees, Jaycettes leave the
organization at age 36 when they become known as
exhausted hens ‘

(s nton\fmanc Of flcer

declines West and job

By Arlene Funke
stalt writer

ping expeditions with the Jay-

THE PROJECI‘S operated by the group are nu-
merous, but they’re always looking for new mem-
bers to bring in fresh ideas, say members

Thbe women visit nursing homes, work with the
underpriviliged and the impaired, serve on Opera-

rector Williams has given notice of his plans
to leav , spid Westland sources.

“Everyone knows Mr. Gorman does far more and
away thin his job title, -3ald Canton trustee Steve
Larson. “We’ re here to represent the best interest
of the faxpayers. (Keeplng ‘Gorman) is most cost-
effect ve for the township.”

Clefk John Flodin antl other members of the

Canton’s finance director has decided againl
cepting a similar post with the city of Westlan
Mike Gorman, 38, opted to remain with
after the Township Board ’I‘uesday mcreased his
salary 19 percent.

grams including an open house for new members
during nationa! Jaycette Week from Feb. 13-19,

- COUNCIL President Thomas Artley
argued with that view.

“He can only go by what's in the
budget amendment,”® Artley said. “This
shows an unwillingness to work with
the council and citizens.”

Artley said he didn’t know what his
response or options would be if the
mayor refused to follow their budget
amendment. He added that the city
clerk works for the council and could
be directed to sign the appropriate
checks.

Pickering said he was still revlewing
other alternatives to cutting out all li-
brary service as of April 1 but would

cerns me that they (councjl) want to go

make the cut if other arrangments
couldn’t be made.

He added that city unions were noti-
fled before the council meeting about
the 1ayoffs in order to comply with con>*
tractural obligations required to have
the layoffs take effect Feb. 14.

The council's proposed changes in-
clude eliminating a confidential secre-
tary in the-parks and recreation de-
partment. Pickering sald that his pro-
posal to cut more than $255,000 of the
city deficit would be reduced to about
$192,000 by the council’s changes.

ARTLEY sald that other areas of the

“budget the council would like to look at

for savings would be in employee medi-
cal and dental plans, other building in-
surance, and the use of voluntary fire-
fighters in three to four years to sup-
«plement the city’s regular firefighters.
In the meantirhe, the city’s second

quarter flnanclal report shows that af-.

ter making the mayor’s proposed cuts,
the city will still end the year with a
$151,000 deflcit.

Pickering said his staff is consider-
ing ways of increasing revenue and

Mayor to ignore council
changes in budget cuts

evaluating employee suggestions which ‘

will be presented to council members
at a study session.

THE mvon also said that the city

" would “have to continue t3 take a look

at staffing. A lot depends on how suc-
cessful we are in purchasing and sup-

plies. We- cut 10 percent off all supplies -

in gll areas.”

“We'll know how effective that’s
been with the third quarter report,” he
continued.

He criticized- couneil reports, based
on a legislative estimate, that the city
could face another $400,000 to $800,000
cut in state aid” Pickéring said that, ac-
cording to the Michigan Municipal
League and the cil{ 3 auditing firm, the
cut would more likely be in the range
of $86,000 from intangibles taxes.

He further objected to the council’s
critlcism of the effects the cuts will
have on the operation of city depart-
ments,

“Cuts have to be made,” said Picker-

ing. “If necessary, I'll take the criti- °

cism.”

Let’s hear your views

If you've got something to say about
what’s going on in your town, we’'d like
to hear it. Send letters to the editor to
the Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo--

nia 48150.
. All letters must be signed originals
of a maximurn 300 words in length. We

reserve the rnght to edlt all letters.
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“The board raised Gorman’s salary from $30, ) Tow hip Board ‘echoed Larson’s comments.

to $36,000. In addition, he will have the use offa
township-owned car. ’

Westland's offer was a salary ot $37, 400 plus s
car allowance of $3,690, Gorman said ;

-

3 BMAN HAS been finance dicector in Canton
forfhe past eight years. He is involved with budget
P : pa rations the purchaslng of equipment and sup-’

GORMAN, A WESTLAND resident is actlve in
community affalrs in that city. He serges as chalr-
man of the administration commission at St, Ber-
nardine Catholic Church and is treasurer of the par-
ent-teacher group at St. Damian Schools; He also :
manages a little league softball team. i-

Westland currently is plagued by budget . ficjts"«;; :
and political Infighting between Mayor arles;
Pickering and the City Council. Current financf di-:

= Voling against Gorman’s raise were trustee Carol
» Bodenmiller and treasurer Marla Sterlini.
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