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Mayor Charles Pickering, members

of the Westland City Council and repre-

sentatives of Continental Cablevision
were all smiles al'a press conference

Tuesday' as they commented -on the
-council’s approval -of a 15-year

franchise agreement between the cable

~_television company and the city.

The agreement, approved by a 7.0
vole. at the regular council meeting
.Monday nighl calls for the first eable
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&
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',auperintendent for
finance, said that notice of ‘the change -

spllts its
collectlons

Wayne-Westland district taxpayers
will be paying half their school taxes .
. 8ix months earlier than they have tra-

ditionally In the past.

Monday night the schoo! board ap-
proved, by a 6-1 vote, split {ax collec-
tions. The move is expected to generate
$500,000 in additlonai revenue ior the
distriet. -

The only board member to vote

~ against the split collectlons was Fred

‘Warmbler.

«. “I'll only change my vote il it looks -

ilke it will be tumed down,” Warmbier,
‘the senior member of the board. *“The .

‘lreuonisthereﬁalmnumberofun- ’
- lor. cjtizens who will end up
d A

more’ by moagey oo of
{and losing interest).

1 won't let the motlon fall. It's a crazy -

~way to put_it; but- somebody has to

speak for the senlor citizens.” .
John Baracy, the dlstrict's asslstant

will be malied to all taxpaycrs in Janu

3 g

. Arena cools

'fskaﬂngiees

An open skating public session Is one

way to make the holiday merry and-

bright.
_ The Westland Multi Purpose Arena

: : is offering a *boliday speclal” on {wo.
- days during Christmas week. )
“For 2:1/2 hours on both days, the

. cost will be 50 cents for chjldren age 12
and younger and $1 for those age 13

and older. These costs will-be In effect -
from1t0 3:30 pm., on'l‘ueeday Dec. 27

Sy

and Wednesday, Dec. 28.
The arena is located at 6210 N. Wild-

~ wood, at the corner of Hunter and Wild-

wood In Jaycee Park. For more infor-
"matlon, call the arena at 729-4560 or

7294567,

By S8andra Armbruoior

- aditor

" Pink slips notifying 135 teachers in
the Wayne-Westland school district of

" their January layoffs will soon be

‘malled. The layoffs mean that the
school day will be shortened by 45 min-
utes. - -

*This begins it,” Superintendent Tim-

 othy Dyer told the board at Monday.
- night's meeting. The layoff process

starts with a 30-day notice given by
what has come to bé know as pink slips.
“There is no forseeable way out ex-

" &ept to take this action,” Dyer said. “As

regretable as it is and difftcult at this
time of year, it’s absolutely necessary.”
Bill Taylor, assistant superintendent

- for employee relatlons, sald that the

L layoffs .will help the district recover

$1.742 million of a-$3.8 millton deficit

. projected for this year. .
T *We're ¢lose with additional conccs-

‘sions, very close. We'll bring them to
" you after the first of tho year Dyer

Flre chlef warns of tree fire hazard

\\\\\

_owners not to use cut, natural Christ-

mas trees [n any commercial, multi- -
, tamlly bulldings or other places of pud-

llc assembly.

- *»According (o-Fire Chlef Ted Soou,

RN

mw that those trees are high
iy ble and tbereloro hazardous.

“This is a selective tax increa.se. but

business and -

‘hook up In Waslland within six months .

after the contract is finalized and'for
cable constructlon in the- city to ‘be

. completed within 12 months.
This could mean that the first cable,,

hook-up will be: completed in summer
1984. The agreement wlil be signed by
Pickering and 'City Clerk Djane
Rohraff on behalf of the city, then by
the company’s corporate officers in

_- Boston, when it will become effective,

Councilman Kenneth Meh! anticipated
that the contract would be finalized by
the end of next month.

- <

"WE HAVE GOT the best contract

and system in the State of Michigan
and probably in the country now,” Meh!

sald. “What we -did with the finances

‘are, and wlll be,-a benéfit to the city -
jtself. We feel very conildent with this -

_contract.” . .-
A good contract was reached " sald

Jeremy Stern, director of corporate de-
velopment at Continental. *“We are hon- -

ored by the confidence bestowed on us

by the city. Our partnership has gotlen -

off to a good start.” -
The agreemenl coples of whlch are

avaiiable at’ Cii.y Hall, is contlngent

ish Schoo} for.usé as offices and com-

" munity frogrammlng center. Construc-
be concurrent in all areas of

the city. Continental will pay the city

_up to.$3,000 each day it 1s behind

tion wil

schedule for non-excusable delays.
" The city

tal. ‘Mehl -sald that some incorrectly

thought the money would solve West-

land’s_financial problems. Legislation
calls-for 5 percent of such a fee'to be

-upon the company’s purchase of Tongqu- -

0 199Y Sadarba Cemmat! nhoo(orpr.hlidu Allﬂ«xku iirnnr\l 4

Ie TV con'tract

“used on. cablerelated actlvitles, Coun
cllwoman Nancy Neal added. .

UNDER THE agreement the Initia} '
rates for a 26-channel service to resi-

dential subscribers are $9.95 for instal. "

lation and $3.50 a month. The Installa-

- tion of a 76-channel service has the
declded- not to accept a
$400,000 franchise fee from Continen- -

same installation rate and a monthly
rate of $7.45." :

There are other ratw for the 78-
channel service In apartments and
commercial facilitles, and dlscounts
“for senior cillzens and others 'I‘here is

-

- Twenty-five cents

no installalion charge for govemmenti

al and educatlonal facliitleo, according o

,tothe contract. .

The  {nitial rates - arent ‘to be In- -

creased for a certaln perlod of time. A -

clause was removed from the contract

‘that would have authorized the city to -

‘regulate the rates, Mebl sald. -

“There is no mandatory hook-up for - A

anyone,” Meh! 3ald. “Any services (such -

as waler meter reading and home se--

curlty) as far as the city would be con-

Please turnto Page 2 -
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-8ammle Warren, age 2%, seems to be thinking
over what io tell Santa at Weoiland Mall,- Sam-

- Spiller at Wastland Mall -

Hollday splrlt

Santa stays lively and
quuck as he VISI'[S area

By Mary Klomlc
staff writer

A

. 'Tis the week beforé Christmas,
and all through the mall- :
. They come to see Santa the large
) and the small.
- Some nestle so genuu and whisper
with care,
- While others aet frightened, and
tug the white hair.
The red velvet on. -the panta is
L t-'sbove- the. koee. I's
;dou ta thu”thowhileilomwcrwm
I.‘.

mas draws near, But the man jn the red
-yelvet suit, Santa Claus, I3 as full of
gparkle and. good humor as he was

when he arrived in the area eariier this-

holiday season.

That is the conclusion after i.he Ob-
server visited with Santa at different
shopping malls in the area thls week.
‘Speaking for.Santa were helpers that

are very close to him: Craig Collicott at

Wonderland Mall, Hank Konrad at
Livonia Malt arid Jeff Malek and Scou

THE LINES TO see Santa still are.

45 long these days. They consist of people

mle was-one of many youngsters who vloited thing,”
with San!a at area ohopping centers this week.

from as young-as two weeks o senior

’_ citizens.

“Of.the ones age 9 months to 2- 1/2;
90 percent of them take one look at
Santa and scream: their brains out,”

Collicott: laughed “The ones over 3 are .
. _talk to kids,” said Malek, a student at

- fine.™

Santa has to be able to handle poten~
tially sticky situations. . - -~

“You .shouldn't prom[se them any-

" tor. “(Santa) tells them, ‘There are alot "

:toyl.lﬁwrdln;te

e outflt méay be ahowlng signs of
‘wear more often these days.ag Christ- -

-sald Collicott, a professional ac- -

of chlmneys where you live, s0 1 might -
get confused and g0’ down the wrong
chlmney"’ :

e | ASK THEM if they’ll do me a fa-
vor and go right to sieep on Christmas
Eve or pretend to be asleep,” Santa
sald at_Wonderland Mall. *I say my
reindeers are scared by humans so they
should be asleep and trick the rein-
deer.”

Sanpl at Westland Mall tells the
younptenmthelmwmneeiowl_\

the things they ask for,” he said.
often this year fnclude GI Joe, He-Man,

Baby Skates and Barble dolls, Masters -

of the Unlverse and Care Bears. There
have been occaslonal requests for mu-
sical insfruments, telephones and even
one for two front {eeth. The helpers re-
port that Santa didn’t recelve many re-
quests for Cabbage Patch dolis except
at Livonia Mall.

riiana ARE things Santa does to |
~ make the visits more enjoyable for’

both the youngsters and the accompa-
nying adults. Santa at Wonderland Malt
speaks French, Spanish, Polish, Greek:
and German and can converse in sign

language. He will repeat the request or | -
“speak so parents can hear. Whatever

mall he is at, Santa is cheeriul and .pa-
tient.
“You gotla like kids and be able to

Livonia:Franklin High School. :
Sometimes things get a littte rough -
on Santa, as when he Is challenged. -

“Please turn to Page 2

tey.\o’ M ‘them some of
Toys that have been asked for mast .
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Negotlatlons contlnue With WWEA

- sald, explaining to the board how the

remaining deficit will be carved from

- the budget.

BURDYER said he hopes that nego-
tiations with the Wayne-Westland Edu-
catlon Association will eliminate or at
least reduce the need to lay off teach:
ers.

“Hopefully after the holiday season
an agreement will be reached, and
we'll bring to you a resolution to res-
cind this dction,” Dyer added.-

Adminlistrative negotlators are hop--
ing that the teachers” union will opt not
Lo take the six percenl raise due in July
1984, but the right to mid-year layoffs
was negotiated as part of a goncession
package agreed to in December 1982, -

The board of €ducatlon approved the

‘layoiis by a 5-2 vote. Board members *

“We fecommend the type that are.
. Mame resistant,.and caution resldents
o make sure they are approved for

electric lights if any are to be use,” he
sald. ;
“The warning was Issued to managers

and tesidents of multl-family bulldings,
commércltl buildlnp and owners/

Dave hioranlyA and Fred Warr_nbier'
cited the shorter school day and a de-

" sire to ask the state to “bailout the dis-

trict® as reasons for voting agalnsl the
Iayoifs

In the hcaled exchange that. fol-
lowed, Dyer told them that no other

district has been balled out. He added - .

that Inkster was loaned money and had
to hike taxes to repay the loan. Accord-
ing to Dyer, other districts, including.
Livonta which “just came off a five-
hour (school) day,” have had to reduce
instruction time to balance the budget.

Dyer labeled comments from Warm-

bicr«and Moranty as “political demago- .

guery” and as the “helght of irresponsi-
bllity.” He also’ cautioncd the board not
to negotiate in public N

managera of public assembly places.
The fire department defines multi-fam-
Hy bulldings as those housing three or
more familles, .

Scott added his own Chrislma.s wish

- to the warning: -

"May your Christmu be uie and
hlPPY g

BOARD .‘PYRESIDENT W. James
LeDuc noted that last year he asked

state Attorney General Frank Kelley-
which law would take priority in the .

district — the requirement to balance
the budget or the mandate of 180 days
of instruction.

“In his inimitable, dance-step way.
the attorney general sajd we have to
abide by both,” IeDuc recalled. “We

can't makée the kinds of choices bcing‘

suggested.”

Other administralors talked - about
the tayoff plan,”saying if should have
been no surprise to the board.

“This resolution could not come as a
surprise,” said Taylor, “This wasn't de-

cidcd ina backroom over Coke or coi .

fee.”

“Taylor said that
reached an impasse in negotiations. B

- “To look for ple in the sky, I think, 18 -

regrctabie
--John Baracy, assistant superintcnd

_ent for business, sald he was surprised”

by the comments from the two board
members, He sald the administration

-had- “cléar direction from all:seven -
“what to do" during meeungs on negou ,

allQns

~ T

“we ﬁavc not -

‘Layoffs to cut Iength of schOol day

3

CONCERNS EXPRESSED by mem-
bers of the audience fncluded millage, -

accreditation of high schools and which
teachers would be hit by the layoffs.

The. district could still levy an addi- -

tiorial 2.3 mtlls, Dyer sald, adding that
would solve the dlstrict's financial

problems .only f the teachers were .

still  laid off.

He sald that accreditatton of high
.schools_should not be affected by re-
- ducing the school day, and noted that
" districts usually receive several years'
warning before it is withdrawn. Dyer

" also said that the changes would have
no effect on students’ chances of belng

accepted in collcge

Asked if other employcc unlons had
agreed to concessions, administrators

-said that only the- rcspitc carc, workers .

3

had donc so thus far,

The audience was told that the |
layoffs would hit teachers in secondary -

schools and those who teach expressive
arts at the elementary level because

the - layoffs are made according to"

* senlorily.

‘Taylor added that current plans call
for continulng extra. currlcular activi
lics .
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A Nightingale retldenl chooses between.a plant box and a tluue
' box cover, while a Churchiit student explalnu each of the items

‘Residents of Nightingale
| celebrate early Chrlstmas

GROUP OF young and enthusiat-
lc Santas arrived via truck
"and more than a week before
"Christmas, much to the de-

‘ llght of residents at the Nightingate.

Nursing Home in Westland.

The young Santas were Churchill
High School students in the adaptive .

woodworking class taught by Bob Arm-
strong and Mary Lynn Giovan. They
came bearing handmade wooden gifts,
which they presented to the 240 resi-

dents in the center. The gifis consisted

S

of tissue box covers, trays and decora-

- we'll do it every year,”

colored designs
Eight weeks-and a lol of hard work
later, the-siudents loaded 250 wooden
gifts into Amstrong’s truck for delivery
to the Westland nursing home — which
is down the street from Churchill.
Armstrong and Glovan plan to pick
another nursing home next year.
- “H the community likes it and the
school district thinks it’s worthwile,
Armstrong
sald.: '

Mlestlann

Contlnued from Precodqu__gge

| cerned are (6o far down. the road fo

even discuss at this polnt.”

| “The system -has the eapéblll‘ly of_.
sald. -

two-way services,” Pickerln
*But as .of  right now, " nd
.planned.”.

TLE AGREEMENT calIs {or Conti

ngls

. ‘nental to hire city residents and use
. city-based firms for purchases and con-.

struction subcontracls “to the maxi-
mum extent possible.” The company is
to “conduct an aggressive tralning pro-
gram to train local residents® for em-

- ployment in the cable Industry, partic-

ularly. the unskilled* and semi-skilled,
. the contract states. ~

Under the agreement, initially -the
second price tier will carry Detroit
area télevislon stations over 11 chan-

"nels, one Chicago and one Atlapta sta-
tion and local and community video

programming .services and usage,
among other programs. It provides for
grants totaling $1.26 million, Including
a $1,500 annual scholarship. for public
usage.

A cable coordlnator and seyen -mem-
.ber cable commission will be named,

- Plckering said.  He_said- that clty
"concerns, he sald. Also,- Continental
changed the design of the systerh to .
"~ "save-the tompany 8200 000 according ‘
.toMehl.- -

“planner. Dale Farland will- Jook into
what the city would expecl of the coor-
dinator.

- The coordmator will be a full Aime

_positlon, according to Pickeriog. He:
said the commission, which he called -

-the “watébdog™ of the system, will be

- ‘appolnted by the mayor and cohfirmed
by.the counci}‘after both bodies submit’

the names of possible appointees. .
. *The criteria has to be determined
by the council,” 'Mehl sald, “(The coor-

Cable TV pact is approved

f made on three«lourths o! the proposal.

These {heluded changes in the laonguage.
of ‘the contract to clear up the clty’s .

i { meanS very: ‘Tittle to us,” he sdid.
*We can still recelve In the home all

“that’s incorporated into the system. We

didn't lose anythlng as far as we're con<
cerned”.
- The - mayor and councll members‘

pralsed those involved in. lronlng om
the conlract, particularly Fatland.-
Serving on the "clty’s negotlating -
commlttee were Farland, Mehl, Neal,
City Attorney Jeffrey Jahr. Council-
man’ Charles “Trav” Griffin and Carl' .

- Pilnick, cable. TV consultant for West-
land of Telecommunications Manage-
“meat Corp. Continental’s panel consist-

ed of Stern, Kay'elen Perry, Richard S. -
Weigand and Michael Ritter, Continen-

tal vice pmtdent and gencral mana-
ger. . . _

dinator) will be experienced in_cable

. TV. The cable commission Isn’t going
to be an easy commission. They're
going to have a'tremendous amount of
work to do.” )

WESTLAND'S CABLE TV contract
was worked out by negotiating com-
mittees from the city and Continental.
The city made changes on the first
draft of the agreement and submitted

- 1t to Conlinental for the company's re-
sponse.

‘Mehl estimated that changes were

obituaries

FQTHER JOHN M. HANEY

.. Services for the Rev. John M- Haney
of Pontiae, formerly of Wayne, were
held Dec. 14 [n St. Mary’s Church. Buri-
al was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.
'8 Father Haney died Dec. 10, he was

- 81.

"He was retlred from St. Marys

Church where he was pastor for 30
years, -

He is survived by his brother, the
Rev. Richard M. Haney, and a slster
. Elizabeth.

Visitor shares season’s greetings

Conllnued from Preoedlng_ge

.“There were some who were dolng it -
. as a joke, and I took It as a joke,” said

Santa at Livonla Mall. “Then I toldo

- them that as long as they are healthy
and have good food to eat . .. That
shrunk them right down to. my size.
They're going to belleve in Santa until
they're 60.

-“ONE PERSON gave his llst then
.sald, 'Santa, do you deliver in Ohio?" -

“There are some who don't want to .
believe in Santa and don't want others -

to believe elther,” Colllcott said. He
says that Santa answers these by say-
ing; “I'm not human, I'm a spirit. That’s
how 1 can be in all the different stores
at once.”™ .

How does Santa get down' the chim-
ney? And what If you don't have a
.chimney?

“I make myself small,” Santa said at
Wonderland. “I can’t do that here, be-
cause it scares the big people. I did it
once and all the big people ran away.

“Everybody has some kind 6f chim-
ney,” he.continued. “Evérybody has a
little one, the balhroom vent.”

AND THEN there are those, includ-
ing the poor and the handicapped, who
tug on_the heartstrings. Handicapped
children usually are more concerned
abqut what their family members will
be getting- for Christmas than what
they want themselves, Collicott says.

“There are kids who' ask {or a color-

ing book or a b_ox of crayons and that’s
all,” he sald. “They have been pro-

’ grammed not to ask for more. They get
-tome.”

Collicott stili gels tears In his eyes
when he remembers a youngster who
came to see Santa last year, the first
year Collicott helped at the mall:

“He was paralyzed from the waist
down,” he sald softly. “He asked for a
couple of the usual things. And then he
sald the only thing he wanted special
was for (Santa) to ‘come -and see his

~ tree. They had put the tree in his room
so he could see it.” o

SUCH YOUNGS’I‘ERS are among

. Sanla’s favorites, Collicott says But he

loves atl children.

“They need It more,” sald Santa at

. Wonderland. “I tell them Santa loves
them. The best part Is when you get

kids like that and you gel through to
them.” .

“Sometimes they')] hug (Santa) and
it makes you feel better when they do
that,” Malek said. “That's when it’s
fun.” :

ol vré;a}lly enjoy it — the excitement
_and the kids and the whole idea of

Christmas,” said Spiller, a Michlgan
State University graduate.

“I love i1, sald Konrad, a Livonla
resident who retired after 35 years as a
letter- carrler. “It restores my faith in

-young people. Some of the most beauti-
- fulkids In the world have come here.”
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W.of Powers K. of SMile - 8, of Michloan W. o MidBebett
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GREAY Cilp and Save
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i §T'8 GONEI :
i 3 1S FORCED.. _ TAXE
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-t} . CHECK THIS PARTIAL LISTING OF BARGAINS, HERE! _ ElgTER AN‘;EBWINS}.&C cinar .:. g
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oA t 2 .
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i fco»wc%pw: CONDUCTED O THE FORJER PREMISES g " EVSURN. il SR : ...
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i « ALL BALES WAL . . . %10 ““'."“i
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