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BrMaryKkmlc 
staff writer 

Mayor Charles Pickering, members 
of the WesUand City Council and repre
sentatives of Continental Cablevislon 
were all smiles at a press conference 
Tuesday as they commented on the 
council's approval of a 15-year 
franchise agreement between the cable 
television company and the city. 

The agreement, approved by a 7-0 
vote at the regular council meeting 
Monday night, calls for the first liable 

District 
splits its 
collections 

Wayne-Westland district taxpayers 
will be paying half their school taxes 
six months earlier than they have tra
ditionally in the past. 

Monday night the school board ap
proved, by a 6-1 vote, split tax collec
tions. The move is expected to generate 
$500,000 in additional revenue for the 
district. 

The only board member to vote 
against the split collections was Fred 
Warmbler. 
<.. "I'll only change my vote If It looks 
like it will be turned down," Warmbler, 
the senior member of the board. "The 
reason is there la a fair number of sen-

• lor cjtlzeos. who will end up paying 
more by taking mooey 6a\ of the bank 
(and losing Interest). 
v;-, "This la a selective tax increase, but 
I won't let the motion fall. It's a craxy 
way to put. It, but somebody has to 
speak for the senior cltliens.". 

John Baracy, the district's assistant 
superintendent for business and 
finance, said that notice of the change 
wjl( be mailed to all taxpayers In Janu
ary. 

Arena cools 
skating fees 

An open skating public session Is one 
way to make the holiday merry and 
bright. 

The Westland Multi-Purpose Arena 
Is offering a "holiday special" on two . 
days during Christmas week. 

For 2-1/2 hours on both days, the 
. cost will be 50 cents for children age 12 

and younger and $1 for those age 13 
and older. These costs will̂ be In effect 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. on TuesdayJDec. 27 
and Wednesday, Dec. 28. ' •*? 

The arena Is located at 6210 N. Wild-
wood, at the corner of Hunter and Wild-
wood In Jaycee Park. For more Infor
mation, call the arena at 729-4560 or 
729-4567. - ' 

hook-up in Westland within six months 
after the contract is finalized, and'for 
cable construction In the city to be 
completed within 12 months. 

This could mean,that the first cable 
hook-up will be completed In summer 
1984, The agreement will be signed by 
Pickering and City Clerk Diane 
Rohraff on behalf of the city, then by 
the company's corporate officers In 
Boston, when It.will become effective. 
Councilman Kenneth Mehl anticipated 
that the contract would be finalized by 
the end of next month. 

-WE HAVE GOT the best contract 
and system In the State of Michigan 
and probably In the country now," Mehl 
said. "What we did with the finances 
are, and will be, a benefit to the city 
Itself. We feel very confident with this 
contract," -

"A good contract was reached," said 
Jeremy Stern, director of corporate de
velopment at Continental. "We are hon
ored by the confidence bestowed on us 
by the city. Our partnership has gotten 
off to a good start." 

The agreement, copies of which are 

available at City. Hall, is.contingent 
upon the company's purchase of Tonqu-
ish School for use as offices and com
munity programming center. Construc
tion will be concurrent In all areas of 
the city. Continental will pay the city 
up to $3,000 each day it Is behind 
schedule for non-excusable delays. 

The city decided; not to accept a 
$400,000 franchise fee from Continen
tal. Mehl said that some incorrectly 
thought the money would solve West-
land's financial problems. Legislation 
calls for 5 percent of such a fee'to be 

used on-cable-related activities, Coun-
cllwoman Nancy Neal added. 

UNDER THE agreement, the Initial 
rates for a 26-channel service to resi
dential subscribers are $9.95 for instal
lation and $3.50 a month. The Installa
tion of a 76-channei service has the 
same installation rate and a monthly 
rate of $7.45. 

There are other rates for the 76-
channel service In apartments and 
commercial facilities, and discounts 
for senior citizens and others. There Is 

no installation charge for government
al and educational facilities, according 
to the contract. 

The Initial rates aren't to be In
creased for a certain period of time. A 
clause was removed from the contract 
that would have authorized the city to 
regulate the rates, Mehl said. •" 

"There is no mandatory hook-up for 
anyone," Mehl said. "Any services (such 
as water meter reading and home se
curity) as far as the city would be con-

• Please turn to Page 2 

Holiday spirit 
Santa stays lively and 
quick as he visits area 

of chimneys where you live, so I might ' 
get confused and go down the wrong 
chimney.'" --

By Mary Klsmlc 
staff writer 

8ammle Warren, age 2¼. seem* to be thinking 
over what to tell 8anta at Westland Mall. 8am-

mle was one of many youngster* who visited 
with 8anta at area shopping centers this week. 

"lis the week before Christmas, 
and all through the mall 

They come to see Santa, the large 
and the small. 

Some nestle so gently and whisper 
with care. 

While others get frightened, and 
tug the white hair. 

The red velvet on the p*nU la 
crushed right 'above the kaee. It's 

. doubtful that the white gloves ever will 
u;t*Jmjn*culAt^p4*i». _; , , 

The outfit may be showing signs of 
wear more often these days as Christ
mas draws near. But the man In the red 
velvet suit, Santa Claus, Is as full of 
sparkle and good humor as he was 
when he arrived in the area earlier this 
holiday season. * 

That Is the conclusion after the Ob
server visited with Santa at different 
shopping malls in the area this week. 
Speaking for. Santa were helpers that 
are very close to him: Craig ColUcott at 
Wonderland Mall, Hank Konrad at 
Livonia Mall and Jeff Malek and Scott 
Splller at Westland Mall. /-

THE LINES TO see Santa still are 
long these days. They consist of people 
from as young as two weeks to senior 
citizens. 

"Of. the ones age 9 months to 2-1/2, 
90 percent of them take one look at 
Santa and scream-their brains out," 
Colllcott laughed. "The ones over 3 are 
fine." . . . 

Santa has to be able to handle poten
tially sticky situations. """'.' 

"You .shouldn't promise them any
thing," said Collicott, a professional ac
tor. "(Santa) tells them, There are a lot 

"I ASK THEM If they'll do me a fa
vor and go right to sleep on Christmas 
Eve or pretend to be asleep," Santa 
said at.Wonderland Mall. "I say my 
reindeers are scared by humans so they 
should be asleep and trick the rein
deer." 

Santa at WesUand Mall tells the 
youngsters that he has to male a lot of. 
toysisecordliw WSputa^ ;\ r. 

'•• "Santa: wUrt*y l o w them son* of 
the things they ask for," he said. 

Toys that have been asked .for most 
often this year Include GI Joe, He-Man, 
Baby Skates and Barbie dolls, Masters 
of the Universe and Care Bears. There 
have been occasional requests, for mu
sical Instruments, telephones and even 
one for two front teeth. The helpers re
port that Santa didn't receive many re
quests for Cabbage Patch dolls, except 
at Livonia Mall. 

THERE ARE things Santa does to 
make the visits more enjoyable for 
both the youngsters and the accompa
nying adults. Santa at Wonderland Mall 
speaks French, Spanish, Polish, Greek 
and German and can converse in sign 
language. He will repeat the request or 
speak so parents can hear. Whatever 
mall he is at, Santa Is cheerful and.pa
tient. 

"You-gotta like kids and be able to 
talk to kids," said Malek, a student at 
Livonia-Franklin High School. 

Sometimes things get a little rough 
on Santa, as when he Is challenged. 

Please turn to Page 2 

Layoffs to cut length of school day what's inside 

By Sandra Armbrustsr 
editor 

Pink slips notifying 135 teachers in 
the Wayne-.Westland school district of 
their January layoffs will soon be 
mailed. The layoffs mean that the 
school day will be shortened by 45 rnln-. 
utes. 

"This begins it," Superintendent Tim
othy Dyer told the board at Monday, 
night's meeting. The layoff process 
starts with a 30-day notice given by 
what has come to be know as pink slips. 

"There Is no forseeable way out ex
cept to take this action," Dyer said. "As 
regretablc as It is and difficult at this 
lime of year, it's absolutely necessary." 

Bill Taylor, assistant superintendent 
for employee relations, said that the 
layoffs.will help the district recover 
11.742 million of a «3.8 million deficit 
projected for this year. 
" "We're close with additional conces

sions, very close. We'll bring them to 
you after the first of the year," Dyer 

Negotiations continue, with WWEA 
said, explaining to the board how the 
remaining deficit will be carved from 
the budget. 

BU'FDYER said he hopes that nego
tiations with the Wayne-Westland Edu
cation Association will eliminate or at 
least reduce the need to lay off teach
ers. 

"Hopefully after the holiday season 
an agreement will be reached, and 
we'll bring to you a resolution to res
cind this action," Dyer added/ 

Administrative negotiators are hop
ing that the teachers' union will opt not 
to take the six percent raise due In July 
1984, but the right to mid-year layoffs 
was negotiated as part of a concession 
package agreed to In December 1982. 

The board of education approved the 
layoffs by a. 5-2 vote. Board members 

Dave Moranty and Fred Warmbier 
cited the shorter school day and a de
sire to ask the state to "bailout the dis
trict"*- as reasons for voting against the 
layoffs. • . 

In the heated exchange that. fol
lowed, Dyer told them that no other 
district has been balled out. He added 
that Inksier was loaned money and had 
to hike taxes to repay the loan. Accord
ing to Dyer, other districts, including 
Livonia which "Just came off a five-
hour (school) day," have had to reduce 
instruction time to balance the budget. 

Dyer labeled comments from Warm-
blcr<and Moranty as "political demago-
guery" and as*he "height of irresponsi
bility." He also cautioned the board not 
to negotiate in public' 

Fire chief warns of tree fire hazard 
The Westland Fire Department is 

warning some residents and business 
owners pot to use cut, natural Christ
mas trees In any commercial, mullt-
famlly buildings or other places of pub
lic assembly, 
^According to Fire Chief Ted Scott, 
records show that .those trees are high
ly "flammable sod therefore hazardous. 

. "We recommend the type that are 
flame resistant, and caution residents 
to make sure they are approved for 
electric lights if any are to be use," he 
said. 

* The warning was Issued to managers 
and residents of multi-family buildings, 
commercial buildings, snd owners/ 

managers of public assembly places. 
The fire department defines multi-fam
ily buildings as those housing three or 
more families. 

Scott added his own Christmas wish 
to the warning: 

"May your Christmas be ssfe and 
happy." 

BOARD PRESIDENT W. James 
LeDuc. noted that last year he asked 
state Attorney General Frank Kcltey 
which law would take priority in the . 
district — the requirement to balance 
the budget or the mandate of 180 days 
of instruction. 

"In his inimitable, dance-step wayK 
the attorney general sold we have to 
abide by both," I,eDuc recalled. "We 
can't make the kinds of choices being' 
suggested." . . : , 

Other administrators talked about 
the layoff plan,'saying it should have 
been no surprise to the board. 

"This resolution could not come as a 
surprise." said Taylor, "This wasn't de
cided in a backroom over Coke or cof-. 
fee." - - • 

Taylor said that "we fiave not 
reached an impasse in negotiations." 

- "To look for pie in the sky, I think, is 
regretable." 

John Baracy, assistant superintend
ent for business, said he was surprised 
by the comments from the two board 
members. He said the administration 

.had "clear direction from all seven 
^what to do" during meetings on negoti
ations. - . . . . - • ' 

CONCERNS EXPRESSED by mem
bers of the audience included millage, 
accreditation of high sehopls and which 
teachers would be hit by the layoffs. 

The.district could still levy an addi
tional 2.3 mills, Dyer said, adding that 
would solve the district's financial 
problems ,only If the teachers were 
still laid off. 

He said that accreditation of high 
schools should not be affected by re
ducing the school day, and noted that 
districts usually receive several years' 
warning before it Is withdrawn. Dyer 
also said that the changes would have 
no effect on students' chances of being 
accepted In college. . 

Asked If other employee unions had 
agreed to concessions, administrators 
said that only the respite care workers 
had done so thus fat, ' . 

The audience was told that the 
layoffs would hit teachers In secondary 
schools and those who teach expressive 
arts at the elementary level because 
the layoffs are made according to 

v seniority. 

Taylor added that current plans call 
for continuing extra currlcular activi
ties. 

Business . . . 
Calendar . , . 
Classified. . . 
Creative Living 
Crossword . . 
Entertainment 
Opinion, . . . 
Religion. . . . 

Suburban life . 

Police . . . . 
Flre.rescue . . 
CllyHall . . .. 
Circulation . . 
Want ads . 
Editorial dopt.. 

. . . . . 8B 

. . . . . 4A 
Sections D,E 
. . . . . 1E 
. •; . . . 4E 
. . . . 5-8C 
. . . . . 6A 
. . . . . 5B 

1C 
.: . : : . IB 

. . 722-9800 

. ,721r200O 
, . 721-6000 
. .591-0500 
. .591-0900 
. .591-2300 

EARLY DEADLINES 
Due to Ihe holiday, wo will be 
closed Mon., Dec. 26. To place 
your classified ad for the Thursday, 
Dec. 29 Issue, call Tuesday, Dec. 
27 between 8 and 5:30. 

Have a happy and safe , 
holiday! 

Remember... 

One call 
does it all! 

591-0900 
Use your Mas let Cat d or Viss 
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A Nightingale resident c h o o i e t between a plant box and a tissue 
box cover, while a Churchi l l student explains each of the Hems. 

Residents of Nightingale 
celebrate early Christmas 
* A GROUP OF young and enthusiat-

/% ic Santas arrived via truck 
/ - ¾ ^ and more than a week before 

Christmas, much to the de
light of residents at the Nightingale. 
Nursing Home In Westland. 

The young Santas were Churchill 
High School students in the adaptive . 
woodworking class taught by Bob Arm,-
strong and Mary Lynn Giovan. They 
came bearing handmade wooden gifts, 
which they presentedto the 240 resi
dents in the center. The gifts consisted 
of tissue box covers, trays and decora
tive plant holders. ' . -

"There were a lot of smiling and ap
preciative faces," said Armstrong, who 
has taught woodworking'at Churchill 
for the last 15 years. "It was a real pos
itive experience for the students. Ev
eryone who was Involved came away 
feeling good," he added. 

This isn't the first time Armstrong's 
classes have used their wood work-
working talents to Spread a little holi

day cheer For the-last eight years* 
;classes had made toys, which they gave 
•to needy children. This year, however, 
•Armstrong and Giovan decided to try 
.something different. 

"We called the home and found but 
what the residents needed. We wanted 
to make sure we made something they 
would use. We asked the students if 
they wanted to part iciapte and , . . . " 

The adaptive woodworking class 
completed the majority of the project 
with volunteer assistance from Arm
strong's woodworking classes and 
Giovan's craft class. The items were 
antiqued and then stenciled with multi

colored designs. 
Eight weeks and a lot of hard work 

later, the students loaded 250 wooden 
gifts into Amslrong's truck for delivery 
to the Westland nursing home — which 
is down the street from Churchill. 

Armstrong and Giovan plan to pick 
another nursing home next year. 

"IT the community likes it and the 
school district thinks it's worthwile, 
we'll do it every year," Armstrong 
said. v 
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Cable TV pact is approved 
Continued from Preceding PBQO 

cerncd are too far down.the road fo 
even discuss at this point.*, 
, T h e system -has the capability of 
two-way "services," Pickering said. 
•But as .of" right now, nothing Is 

"•; planned," '.••'' 
J l i E AGREEMENT calls for Coriti-

- nental.to hire city residents and use 
city-based firms for purchases and con
struction subcontracts "to the. maxi
mum extent possible." The company is 
to "conduct an aggressive training pro- \ 
gram to train local residents" for em
ployment in the cable Industry, partic
ularly the unskilled'and semiskilled, , 

. the contract states. 
Under the agreement, Initially the 

second price' tier will carry Detroit 
area television stations over 11 chan
nels, one Chicago and one Atlanta sta
tion and local and community video 
programming services and usage, 
among other programs. It provides for 
grants totaling $1.26 million, Including 
a $1,500 annual scholarship, for public 
usage. 

. A cable coordinator and seyen-mem-
ber cable commission will be named, 
Pickering said. He said that city, 
planner Dale Farjand will look Into 
what the city would expect of the coor
dinator. 

The coordinator will be a full-lime 
position, according to Pickering. He 
said the commission; which he called 
the "watchdog* of the.system, will be 
appointed by the mayor and confirmed 
by.the councll'after both bodies submit 
the names of possible appointees. '. 
• "The criteria has to be determined 

by the council," Mehl said/"(The coor
dinator) will be experienced in; cable 
TV*. The cable commission Isn't going 
to be an easy commission. They're 
going to have a tremendous amount of 
work to do." 

WESTLAND'S CABLE TV contract 
was worked out by negotiating com
mittees from the city and Continental. 
The city made changes on the first 
draft of the agreement and submitted 
It to Continental for the company's re
sponse. 

•Mehl estimated that changes were 

made on three^fourths of the. proposal. 
These included changes' in the language 
of the contract to clear up the city5* 
concerns, he said". Also, Continental 
changed the design of the system to 
save-the company $200,000, according 
to Mehl. .-'. 

"It means very little to us," he s i i d ' 
"We can still receive In the borne, all 
that's incorporated into the system. We 
didn't lose anything.as far as we're con
cerned.*; - '"•••". . . - . 

The mayor and council members 

. praised those involved in Ironing out 
the contract, particularly FaVland. 

' . .Serving- on the city's negotiating 
committ#e were Fa'rland, Mehl, Neal, 

. City Attorney Jeffrey Jahr, Council-' 
man Charles "Trav" Griffin and Carl 
PUnlck, cable TV consultant for West-
land of Telecommunications Manage
ment Corp^ Continental's panel conslsU 
ed of Stern, Kay'elen Perry, Richard S. 
Weigand and Michael Rittferi Continen
tal vice president and general mana
ger. . < « . ' : • • ' • 

obituaries 
FATHER JOHN M. HANEY 

Services for the Rev. John MrHaney 
of Pontiac, formerly of Wayne, were 
held Dec. 14 In St. Mary's Church. Buri
al was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

Father Haney died Dec. 10, he was 
81. 

He was retired from St. Mary's 
Church where he was pastor for 30 
years. 

He Is survived by his brother, the 
Rev. Richard M. Haney, and a sister, 
Elizabeth. 

Visitor shares season's greetings 
Continued from Preceding Pape 

. "There were some who were doing it 
as a joke, and I took it as a Joke," said 
Santa at Livonia Mall. Then I. told 
them that as long as they are healthy 
and have good food to eat . . . That 
shrunk them right down to my size. 
They're going to believe In Santa until 
they're 60. 

"ONE PERSON gave his list, then 
. said, 'Santa, do you deliver in Ohio?" • 

"There are some who don't want to 
believe in Santa and don't want others 
to believe either," Colllcott said. He 
says that Santa answers these by say
ing, "I'm not human, I'm a spirit. That's 
how I can be in all the different stores 
at once."-

How does Santa get down the chim
ney? And what If you don't have a 
chimney? 

"I make myself small," Santa said at 
° Wonderland. "I can't do that here, be

cause It scares the big people. I did it 
once and all the big people ran away. 

"Everybody has.some kind of chim
ney," he-continued. "Everybody has a 
little one, the bathroom vent." 

AND THEN there are those, Includ
ing the poor and the handicapped, who 
tug on the heartstrings. Handicapped 
children usually are more concerned 
about what their family members will 
be getting for Christmas than what 
they want themselves, Collicott says. 

"There are kids who ask (or a color

ing book or a box of crayons, and that's 
all," he said. "They have been pro
grammed not to ask for more. They get 
tome." v 

Collicott still gets tears In his eyes 
when he remembers a youngster who 
came to see Santa last year, the first 
year Collicott helped at the mall; 

"He was paralyzed from the waist 
down," he said softly. "He asked for a 
couple of the usual things. And then he 
said the only thing he wanted special 
was for (Santa) to come and see his 
tree. They had put the tree In his room 
so he could see it." 

SUCH YOUNGSTERS are among 
Santa's favorites, Colllcott says. But he 
loves all children. 

"They need It more," said Santa at 
VVonderland. "I tell them Santa loves 
them. The best part Is when you get 
kids like that and you get through to 
them." 

"Sometimes they'll hug (Santa), and 
it makes you feel better when they do 
that," Malek said. "That's when it's 
fun." 

"I really enjoy it ~- the excitement 
and the kids and the whole idea of 
Christmas," said Splller, a Michigan 
State University graduate. , 

'I love it," said Konrad, a Livonia 
resident who retired after 35 years as a 
letter carrier. "It restores my faith in 
young people. Some of the most beauti
ful kids In the world have come here." 

SAVE" 
TIL6! 
Thursdays, If you're seated by 6 p.m.-
you get your choice of 10 delectable 
Mucr entrees — Fresh Catch, Chinese 
Saute".and more. Plus Chailc/s 
Chowder, House Salad, 
Hot Homemade Bread, 
beverage and dessert! 

Because 
Saturdays 
through 

§795 

478-3800 J M i t f p a B ^ Qrand R/vcr. between 
Orchard Lake * Mlddlebelt, rarmlngton 

Am<rlc»n Cq>rt»»«n<Jothe/miJof credit <*rdi *cctpU4. 

YOU 
SAVE 

2 
WAYS 1 - . 
When vou Pre-Plan 
your funeral with 

WILL 
Funeral Hom«» 
I. X<xjr luntn\ h guinn!«»d 

«(to<Jj)r'» p r k « . You »re 
fxwtcted *j»lnil Inflnion. 

I..rou guild Jgjlrut 6\tt-
tpeoding. You ifxcify |h« 
kind of funeral service artd 
com you wijfi 

Call U J ~ 
your Pre-Need 

Specialists .. 

937-3670 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! 

Moccas ins! 
$13.95 - $43 .95 

1 0 - 7 
Mon. -Sat . 
937-2150 

Frontier Bootery 
25929 Plymouth 

2 Blks W. of Seech Daly 
A shoe repair & a 

whole lot more 

Send 
Your Love 
Around 

TheWorld. 
A3 you have to do Is call the 
tofl free numtvr below and 

•Christian ChJdren's fund w3 
send you information about 
how uou can help cne of the 
wr^'socvJychiJclren Rcxh 
out There's a chJducttiog " 
for you A chJd v^o desjxr-
afev needs food, clothing or 
medical adenboa And the 
brighter future you: kx« can 
provide 

1-800-22&-3393 
(Toll Free) • 

Christian 
Children's 
Fund,Inc* 

Q 
Clip and 8«v«l 

DISCOUNT POP & BEER 

I 
m^-z PEPSI 

8 - V4 Liter 811s. 

™?;
 $ 1 99 

plusdep. 

A A A A A A . 
' I IMM.lt* 
W W W 

PEPSI 
2 Liter Bll. 

27 

Y 
0 
5" 

l 
plus dep. 

No Coupons Necessary No Limit • Good Dec. 22-28. 1983 
POP CANS FOR OFFICE OR SHOP — C A L L FOR INFO 

$2434 15343 2434 »4«0 **59 ^ ^ 
OftANOmVER MIDOUBELT TELEGRAPH FORO RO. POKT.LK.RO. ROCH. RD. 

OtPow»r» H.of5MiW S.olMlehkwo W.6<l«dW»»1 WittclOfd Rocfmt«r 
477-4478 431-3670 777-3060 431-8150 M141W $52-2594 

wmmmmm^i^ma^mammmmmmmmmmc\\p and 8av»' 

Fashion Tress 
211 Hinry Rtffi(otntf e/Cfxrry Hill) 

GIFT CERTIFICATES! 0P£NM0NDAYS 

Give Yourself A Gift.,. 
Bring A Friend and 

Receive 2 H A I R C U T S 
FOR THE PRICE 

OF 1 
Seniors 2 0 % O f f Everyday 

Call today... 721-8100 

4 . MERRY 
^CHRISTMAS 

« or..tt>J 95 
TV̂ fl 9« 

ffi 9 5 
SJI 8-( 

^ 
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TAXES WILL GO DOWN 
Because of Sen. Pat McCoilough's 

Amendment 

When He Took Office 

When The Economy Recovers 

THAT'S A TAX CUT|>-
Don'tSignlt!! 

FRESH FOOD & SOMETHING TO DRINK 

THE FINEST QUALITY FOOD 
YOITIX FIND FOR THE MONEY. 

You can afford it* 
You cannot afford not to try our fresh 

homemade bread, pasta, soups, salads and 
desserts, We specialize In chicken, 

homemade pasta and a limited amount of 
fresh fish and beef dishes, like: Bostpn-

baked Schrod, Linguine with red or white 
clam sauce, Italian sausage or meatballs, 
sauteed tenderloin medallions of b^ef and 

chicken cacciatorc dinners. Open for lunch 
and dinner. Starting at $3.95 

ENTER AND WIN... 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST CHRISTMAS STOCKING! 

Aguml H foot Chrhlmas Stocking !<*iri«l with prtws and £nmc<> 
for lhe entire family. Dr;twlrigv flfM 3 v.rck» ofI)cccrril)er. 

No purr hay- necessary. Need not be present tov.1ii. 

NOW 
OPEN 

"a^^t^. 

Now Ojven KarUer 
'Saturday • 3p.nv 
Sunday- I pin' 

MlctU{«A ATttra* We«t i\ W«jro* Road • Wkjnt • 326-Oe33 
fa| «rt-*<>^ tin n» 

A^VrV»rt f l p r r . ) «(M GtKtf n * > w r r r * l ( « ^ ^ < r p . M 

m^m ';iy*X ".»,.*->-<;/'* 

4 
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Program offers low cos 
Aid for available 
By 8*ndf a Armbruttsr -
editor' ' 

• If rain drops keep fallin', on your 
head, you may want to contact some-

, one at the Dorsey Community Center In 
..Westland. Gene Hudson, director of a 

home rehabilitation program funded 
with federal communlly development 
block grqnt money, said the waiting list 
for financing repairs is "way down." 

"Our waiting list is down to about 
five people. We could start paperwork 
on new people almost immediately," 
Hudson said. 

The program has done rehabilitation 

work on 100 houses In "Westland, and, 
since a program -was set up to handle 
emergencies about 1¼ years ago, an
other 60 homes have been repaired.. . 

Hudson doubts, thai means'the pro
gram has reached a saturation point. 

"Not In a community this large,* he 
said'. There are definitely people out 
there who aren't aware of the program. 
We want to make sure that if W y 
choose not to have the work done, it's 
not because they haven't heard of the 
program." 

INCOME GUIDELINES from the 
federal Department of Housing and Ur

ban Development are used to delerr 
mine eligibility for the program, Hud
son explained. Under those guidelines, 
a family of four with an income of less 
than $15,400 could receive a loan, 
which may not have to be repaid, to do 
the repairs. 

Hudson said that. such a" family 
wouldn't be required to pay anything 
initially, and unless the family's In
come changed in the next several years 
or the home were sold, the family 
"wouldn't be responsible for any pay-
menCs at allJ^If the home is sold, how
ever, a percentage would be deducted 
from the sale to cover the loan. 

"The program Ls to help \ow-income 
.families In homey they've ielped devel
op themselves,' not to promote resale,* 
he said. 
.Families with incomes • oi up to 
$24,950 may be eligible for* a 3 percent 
l o a n . ' ••:> . . , , 

"That's virtually free money," said 
Hudson. "They can take 10 to 15 years 
to repay It. There are payments as low 
as $10 a month.. 

. "Once a determination has been 
made that a family Is eligible, we make 
It pretty easy so they don't have to pay 
back or pay very utile." 

TO PROVE eligibility, homeowners 
are expected to show bank statements, 
income tax forms or other forms of in
come to show their ability to pay for 
the work. 

People who are turned down foe the 
program because.they are outside the 
income •guidelines'are given a list of 
contractors that the city works with so 
that they can'get their own competitive 
prices. . . . ••;..-'* . .-, 

For those in the program, what Is to 
be renovated Is planned with the fami
ly, but houses rehabilitated must be 
brought up to code.. 
' "We emphasize homeowner partici
pation," Hudson said, "If the interior or 
exterior needs to be painted, we supply 
the paint and they dd the manpower." 

Generally, those program partici
pants have lived in their homes a mini
mum of one year, according to Hudson. 

"We don't want to encourage people 
to buy homes just to get the work done 
or meet city certification inspection. 

There must be a history of homeowner-
ship/ he explained, 

i While, .the work to be done varies 
from house to house," one new part oil 
the program is barrier-free renovation 
for handicapped people who wouldn't 
be able to continue to live in their 
homes' without having them modified. 

Hudson said that such repair work 
could include making bathrooms acces
sible to wheelchairs, lowering kitchen 
cabinets, wideihg-. doors, eliminating 
bumps over doorways and building 
ramps. -

"Most times "the handicapped don'.t 
live by themselves, but when they do, 
their homes need to be modified," he 
'said. 

54-year-olcl home sports a facelift 
By Sandra Armbruster 
editor 

The utility room of the home (above) shows wear after 54 yeara of 
ute. Rehabilitation of the room.(below) Included a new laundry 
tub, furnance, ceiling repairs and insulation. 

A "fairly dramatic" change in living 
conditions for a Westland senior citizen 
in her late 60s is making.for a warmer, 
more comfortable-winter for the wom
an. 

"The home was falling down around 
ber," said Gene Hudson, director of the 
city's home rehabilitation program 
through which the woman's home was 
repaired. The program is funded 
through federal community develop-

nt block grant funds. 
It wasn't until a city inspector found 

out about the home through word of 
mouth, that we were aware of the prob
lem," Hudson continued. "We helped 
hor and, in turn, helped the neighbor
hood because we did work on the out
side that hopefully will encourage oth
ers to do as well." 

\ • -
EXTENSIVE WOflfr was done 

throughout the house. Cost Of the reno
vation project was $16,217, and Jane 
Romej thinks it was worth every pen
ny. 

"It's like a different home," safd 
Romej, who has lived in her home on 
Farragut since 1929. . 

"It's a big. Improvement. I'm 
surprised it turned out so well," she 

- added. 
Over the years, nine children called 

" it home. After they left, one bedroom 
wall was removed to enlarge the front 
room. That lcftJRomej with a living 
room, kitchen, utility, bathroom, spare 
room for grandchildren to play and her 
bedroom, all in need of repair. 
, In the bathroom, the toilet and tub 

were replaced. The wall behind the toi
let, which had deteriorated due to a 
water leak, was repaired. The utility 
room floor was replaced, a new laun
dry tub and furnace installed. Ceilings 

'It's a big 
improvement.sVm 
surprised it turned out 
so weli.' 

— Jane Romej 
Westland homeowner 

were replastered, and insulation was 
added. 

Floor boards and cabinet doors in the 
kitchen were replaced, and the home's 
40 amp service was upgraded to 100 
amp. 

Old;' wood windows, which Hudson 
said had "huge" drafts, were replaced 
with Insulated windows. The roof was 
reshingled. 

Exterior maintenance work Romej 
had done Included tearing down an old 
shed, to improve the appearance of the 
property. 

OF ALL THE work done, Rome) 
said she likes.her new kitchen the best. 

"They put In new windows, and the 
one above the sink has a wide sill. I 
never had that before," she said. 

Romej said the people, who. run the 
program are "real considerate." \ , 

"They doh'txough-ride.over you," she 
said. "If you've got an idea, they'll lis
ten. 

"I really appreciated that. Some peo
ple talk down to you just because 
you're poor, but being poor doesn't 
mean you don't have brains." 

The Romej home has seen 54 years and nine children during its 
lifetime. The worn-out house (above) received a total facelift with 
city help, including paint, new windows, reshingled roof and other 
outside maintenance. 
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Winter 
scene 
Lauree Emery, vlslt-
ng relative^ in 

Westland while on 
vacation from Mis
sissippi, jogs over 
the Rouge River In 
Hines Park on a re
cent cold day. It 
may not have been 
officially winter, but 
Mother Nature 
dressed for that 
season, putting cold 
Bir In the trees and 
snow on the ground.. 
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wishes you and yours a 

Happy 
Holiday 

Se&sdn 
and a prosperous 
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Livonia Mall 

Christmas Parade Committee 
is already working oh. 

CHRISTMAS OF ALL NATIONS 
tor SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1984. 

^-¾¾ 
> ^ 

'V 
Reserve this date on your calendar and 

celebrate'Livonia's 2nd Annual Parade with us! 

P Livonia Mall 
y^r1 Tfc* fr!»o4l> ftofk it y«*i Mlgkbofhmd ro«1l «S«»e» Mil* »*) M*idttt*ll Rr»<j 


