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Man, 29, 

in murder 
A 29-year-old Westland.man was 

arraigned Sunday on a charge of 
open murder In the strangulation 
of a Stelber Street woman Feb. 24. 

Miracle Ewayne Crawford was ar­
rested by police late Friday night in 
the death of Shirley Ann Harris, 26. 
; A plea of not guilty.was Entered 

for Crawford by Judge Leo Foran In 
out county district court. He.was re­
manded to the Wayne County Jail 
without bond. A preliminary exami­
nation is scheduled for 9 a.m. Mon­
day, March 12, irf- 18th District 
Court. 

Westland police Detective Sgt. 
Jerry Wright said the investigation 
focused on Crawford "shortly after 
we began to look at the case." He 
said police received information that 
showed "a discrepancy in his (Craw­
ford's) stated wheareabouti shortly 
before the time of discovery" of 
Harris'body. 

Crawford had called police after 
returning to the home which he 
shared with the victim. 

Crawford was given a polygraph 
examination by Michigan State Po­
lice. 

Wright said other physical evi­
dence "points to Crawford" but he 
declined to give specif ics. . 

Harris died of strangulation ac­
cording to the Wayne County Medi­
cal Examiner's office. 

; Harris death was the second homi­
cide in Westland this year. \ 

places 
and faces 

; , LEARNING the ins and 
outs of the city's zoning map now 

. costs a few more bucks. 
•-• The Westland City Council last 
month approved a $5 increase for 
Zoning ordinance books, to $25. 

The Increase covers higher 
printing costs and the cost of 
placing a cover on the books, 
according to Diane Rohraff, city 
clerk. 

BOWLERS (AND 
FANS) get ready! The 
Weatland Host Lions Club will 
host the Lions International's 
annual Michigan State Bowling. 
Tournament this weekend at the 
Westland Bowl, on Wayne Road 
north of Ford. 
- The tournament will feature 
Lions Club bowlers from across 
the state, said Bill Acton, Host 
Lions Club president. 

The action gets underway 9 
a.m. Saturday with opening 
ceremonies co-hosted by state 
Rep. Justine Bams, D-Westland. 
Mayor Robert Thomas has also 
been Invited to participate. 

A Saturday night buffet dinner 
will be at the Friendship Center, 
on Newburgh north of Marquette, 
with more bowling to follow on 
Sunday. 

Cost of the dinnerr open to the 
public, U $10 per person. 
Deadline for reservations Is 
today. 

For reservations or more 
Information call Acton, 491-5584 
or Gerald Longuski, 695-4769. 

JUSTINE BARNS has a 
new local office. 

Westland constituents can now 
meet with their state 
representative or her staff in her 
office behind the second floor 
council chambers at city hall. 

Office hours are 1-7 p.m. 
Mondays and 0 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Fridays. The phone number is 
711-0910. 

Staffing the office will be 
Eileen DeHart, administrative 
AUteUnt, and Russ Tultle, 
ttffclative assistant. 

Union fights mayor's fire 
O Subu^ftComn^ftla:k>MCorj»r»JJon.'AJlR(jSl».Rc»tjYtd. 

By Tedd Schneider 
staff writer 

The Westland Firefighters Association has 
filed a grievance over the manning plan imple­
mented Thursday by Mayor Robert Thomas as 
part of an effort to eliminate periodic station 
closings. 

"It's in the mail and should be on the may­
or's desk by Monday," Kevin Riley, union pres­
ident, said Friday. 

Riley expected to go to arbitration eventual­
ly over the matter, he said. 

The union protest was based on the belief 
that the plan, which was Implemented In the 
form of a directive from fire Chief Larry 
Lane, demands changes that Instead should be 
negotiated between the city and the union as 
part of the collective bargaining process, 
RUey said. 

The mayor was "misleading the public" by 
issuing weighted statistics on station closings 
in an effort to gain approval for his plan, RUey 
said. 

"He's come up with a plan that doesn't go 
against the contract specifically because the 

contract doesn't address that exact situation," 
Rlleysald.' 

"But If you put everything in a contract that 
you can't do, you'd have to haul it around In a 
wagon." 

THOMAS WASN'T aware of the grievance 
yet and couldn't comment on it specifically, 
the mayor said Friday. 

But he said he hoped the union would recon­
sider the challenge and repeated his statement 
from last week that the plan "will create bet­
ter pubUc safety for the people of Westland." 

Until Thursday, periodic closing of one or 

two fire stations for up to 24;hours at a time 
was allowed under an April..1988 minimum 
manning agreement worked out between the 

rclty and the firefighters' union. , 
The agreement, which stipulated a mini­

mum of two firefighters on each vehicle an­
swering a fire or rescue call, was necessary to 
ensure firefighters' safety, the union said. 

The city's four fire stations are at Ford and 
Carlson (the main station), Newburgh and 
Palmer, Merriman and Ann Arbor Trail, and 
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Dr. Verna Turkish weighs Stephanie Curtis, 6 months, in the doctor's Westland office. 
JIM JAGDFElD/statt photographer 

Visit affects doctor's philosophy 
By LeAnne Rogers' 
staff writer 

Preventive medical care for 
children is the goal of Dr. Verna 
Turkish, a pediatrician who recent­
ly opened a practice In the Garden 
City-Westland area after working 
eight years In Africa. 

"You can do so much with chil­
dren, educating the parents on how 
to keep the children healthy," she 
said. "I am very prevention orlent-
ed. Children have their whole lives 
ahead of them," 

Turkish/mother of six children, 
treats chUdren from newborns to 
18 years old through Garden City 
Hospital and her recently opened 
Pedi-Care Clinic In Westland. 

She plans to expand the evening 

people 
hours of her practice to accommo­
date the schedules of working 
mothers. j 

"I am very happy when patients 
can leave the office without a pre­
scription," she said. "Basically, you 
can raise kids in physical and emo­
tional health, with immunkation 
and periodic care." 

A graduate of the Chicago Col­
lege of Osteopathy Medicine, Turk­
ish had a practice in Ypsllantl from 
1976 to 1982. During that time she 
completed work on a master's de­

gree in public health and epidem­
iology, later teaching in those 
fields. 

"I also did research on diarrhea 
In children on a three-year grant 
looking at how it is spread and pre-
venUon," she said. "My patients 
were very helpful. I was very inter­
ested in diarrheal disease and nu­
trition." 

THOSE INTERESTS, along with 
a wish to provide pediatric services 
In a developing country, led Turk­

ish and her family to Africa. 
Beginning in 1982, Turkish spent 

four years teaching at the Univer­
sity of Nairobi in Kenya and ran a 
diarrheal clinic at the national hos­
pital. ' 

"I did a similar diarrheal study. 
I am a strong proponent of breast 
feeding, it is so protecUve," she 
said. 

"In Kenya, we were able to get 
formula off the store shelves. Giv­
ing a mother a bottle in a develop­
ing country is like giving her a 
bomb." 

In addition to antibodies In 
mother's milk, it is often difficult 
for mothers to provide proper di­
sinfection of bottles, Turkish said. 

Please turn to Page 2 

get cash 
to go 
By Tedd 8chnsldsr 
staff writer 

A pair of armed robbers ate their 
pizza at a table before demanding 
cash "to go" from the Pizza Hut res­
taurant on Wayne Road, south of 
Cowan, Monday night. 

The couple munched on a leisurely 
dinner of pizza, tea and pop for near­
ly an hour before approaching the" 
cash register and announcing the 
robbery, according to police reports. 

Nobody was injured and about 
|100 was stolen, police said. 

Police confiscated silverware 
used by the pair to check for finger­
prints. 

The investigation was continuing 
although there were "no viable leads 

Please turn to Page 2 

Franklin 
officials 
assaulted 
ByJoeBauman 
staff writer 

A Dearborn man is charged with 
assaulting a Franklin High School 
assistant principal and teacher by 
spraying them with chemical Mace 
in the school parking lot. 

Livonia Police arrested Husslen 
Shamseddine, 18, Thursday after he 
said he sprayed the two Tuesday af­
ternoon. 

FrankUn High, on Joy east of Mer­
riman, serves the northeast section 
of Westland. 

Shamseddine was arraigned Fri­
day before 16th District Court Judge 
Robert Brzezlnskl and charged with 
two counts of aggravated assault. 

He remains free on a $5,000 bond 
pending a March IS preliminary ex­
amination. 

Shamseddine la charged with as­
saulting the pair as they escorted an­
other teen out of the school after an; 
altercation. 

Neither Franklin staffer was in­
jured in the attack. 
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District officials 
plan for retirement 
By Tedd Schnektor 
staff writer 

WHH*m Hwvty, 
•ivpping oown 

Some familiar faces will be miss­
ing when Wayne-Westland students 
return to school next fall. 

A handful of retirements have 
been announced in recent weeks. 
And Wednesday the school board ap­
proved a proposal from Superintend­
ent Dennis OWeM to lay off 14 ad­
ministrators in June to help ease a 
projected IS million to «7 million 
budtet deficit. 

, ' The eott-cuttlng' measures were 
\ m a d e neceeaary by the failure of 

three tax proposals In a Feb. 8 spe­

cial election, according to school of­
ficials. 

Announcement of teacher and pro­
gram cuts is expected by mid-
March. 

Among the more visible people re­
tiring at the end of the year are Wil­
liam Harvey, associate superintend­
ent for instruction and planning, and 
two elementary principals, Timothy 
Baxter from Hamilton and Law­
rence Williams at Walker. 

Harvey said Thursday his decision 
to step down was made for personal 
reasons. 

Please turn to Page 4 / 
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• I * I district administrators plan to retire 
Continued from Page 1 

"THE ELECTION (and subse­
quent cutbacks) really had no big ef­
fect on my decision," Harvey said. 
"I've been contemplating it for some 
time for health and personal rea­
sons." 

But Harvey said that had he 
stayed on next year he almost cer­
tainly would have had to take on ad­
ditional job duties because of the 
cuts. That played a part in his deci­
sion, he sa|d. ' 

Harvey, 52, has spent more than 
three decades in education, rising 

through the ranks from social stud­
iesieacher to superintendent of the 
now-defunct Cherry Hills school dis­
trict In Inkster. 

When that district was consolidat­
ed into the Wayne-Westland Commu­
nity Schools in 1984, Harvey as­
sumed his current Job. 

Shortly after he made the transi­
tion Harvey told the Observer he had 
"mixed feelings" about his new Job . 
and said he sometimes missed .his 
close relationship with students, par-' 
ents and staff in the small (2,200 stu­
dents at the•'time of 1he merger); 
Cherry Hill district. 

But looking back on his mid^a-
reer switch Harvey said Thursday it 
couldn't have gone better. "I feel 
comfortable, welcome here and real­
ly I always have felt that way," he 
said. 

OF HIS accomplishments since 
coming to Wayne-Westland, Harvey 
said he is takes particular pride in 
placing computers in district class­
rooms. He credited a 112.9 million 
bond issue passed by voters in Janu­
ary 1988 with helping get the com- • 
puter program of f the ground, 

'That's the education technology 
for the next century and it feels good 

to have played a part in that," he 
said. • 

Although he's glad to be leaving 
the long hours behind, Harvey satd 
he would try to find a way to be in­
volved in education on a part-time 
basis. Retirement will also give him 
more time for volunteer work, par­
ticipation on.the board of his con­
dominium complex, and golf, he 
said. .-/..'• • •••'••.'::' 

"I'll have some more time tô trav­
el and be with my family," he said. . 

Williams, like Harvey a former 
Cherry Hill administrator, said he 
would.miss his elementary students 

the most. He also said leaving his 
Staff at Walker would be difficult, 

"I won't fnlss all the paperwork 
and all the other stuff," Williams 
said. "This Job is all about the kids 
and that's what I'll miss." 

Williams, 52, has been Walker 
principal for four years. He began 

• his teaching career in Ohio before 
moving to the Cherry Hill district in 
1962, • " v • 

Prior to taking over at Walker he 
was principal at HIx School for 15 
years. . •" \- : ; 

•BAXTER SAID said his retire­

ment from the Hamilton Elementa­
ry School prlnclpalship had "nothing 
to do": with dlstrlctwlde cutbacks; 
"It's Just time to go out and do some­
thing different," said Baxter, who 
has been and educator for 35¼ 
years. He said he was considerihg: 

moving Into sales. '/,/• •'• 
Baxter spent the last nine years at 

Hamilton. He began his, career iir 
• Rochester Public Schools and then 
< moved to McKee School In the for­
mer Nankin Mills district, r";' 

Continued from Page 1 

In the case at this point," Detective 
Sgt. Jerry Wright said Friday. 

THE COUPLE, described as a 
black man and woman in their mld-
20s, came into the pizzeria about 
10:15 p.m. as other diners werfi still 
eating, restaurant employees told 
police. The two were seated at a cen­

ter booth, an employee said. 
At 11:15 p.m., when all the other 

diners had left, the couple walked up 
to the cash register and the man 
asked a waitress if she had received 
his tip. 

The man then pulled a large, 
chrome-plated revolver from under 
his coat and demanded money from 
the cash register, the employee told 

police. The woman pulled out a 
black automatic pistol from under 
her Jacket at the same time, the em­
ployee said. : 

The employee was instructed to 
place the money in a plastic bag that 
had been taken from the restaurant 
bathroom, she said. The man then 
placed the plastic bag inside a tan 
money bag with a a Comerlca Bank 

label, the employee told police. 
The bandits herded the employees 

into a Janitor's closet before leaving 
the restaurant, police said. 

EMPLOYEES DESCRIBED the 
robbers as "calm and collected" and 
said the man did.all the talking. 

Both the man and the woman were 
about 5 feet 7 with stocky builds and 
short, dark hair, employees said. 

The man, who may have had a 
mustache, was wearing a, full-length 
trench coat, either'brown or gray, 
they said. 

The woman was dressed in a 
brown, nylon baseball-style Jacket 
with an emblem on the left side and 
slacks, they said. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call Westland Police at 722-9600. 

African sojourn influences doctor's philosophy 
Continued from Page 1 

"Before women dressed like 
nurses would come-to the hospitals 
and give the mothers samples of for­
mula, just in case they needed it," 
she said, "They would give the moth­
ers transistor radios to hear their 
Jingles." 

Educated women in Kenya began 
using formula to imitate their West­
ern counterparts, Turkish said, with 
poorer women following suit. 

AS PART of her work in Africa, 
Turkish studied ways children could 
be rehydrated using traditional foods -
rather than pre-packaged formulas, 
she said. . ' • • _ _ . ' 

"Every mother̂ n-iakes a thin por­
ridge called uji. We found that it was 
belter than an \pral rehydration 
food," she said. "The babies didn't 
lose as much weight and there was 
no problem over the instructions." 

During her last three years in 
Kenya, Turkish worked for the Unit­
ed Nations Children's Fund through 
Crescent Medical Aid-Kenya, a 
Muslim relief organization. 

"They provide medical care to the 
absolutely destitute. We worked with 
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Mother Teresa's nuns and the Salva­
tion Army," she said. 

WORKING .AS the director of a 
national child health program, Turk­
ish taught non-medical personnel, 
such as teachers, to do immuniza­
tions. 

"We also worked to provide fami­
ly planning. Kenya has the highest 
birthrate in the world," she said. 
"Mothers would ask us if they really 
are able to plan families." 

A survey that was conducted 
showed a large misunderstanding 
between. Kenyan husbands and wives 
over family planning. 

"About 73 percent of the mothers 
said fathers would be opposed to 
family planning. The old idea was to 
have a lot.of children to care for 
them when they got old," Turkish 
said. "But 82 percent of the fathers 
said they supported family plan­
ning/' 

WHILE LIVING in Nairobi, Turk­
ish and her family lived in a devel­
oped residential area. The last three 
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years in Kenya were spent living on 
a farm within a tea plantation. 

•'We were surrounded by four 
acres of trees. We raised pears, cher­
ries and avocados," she said. "We 
had a fruit juice and bakery busi­
ness. Salaries were so low up there." 

Turkish plans to return to Africa 

for visits and possibly to live after 
she retires. 

Her oldest children, of whom one 
wants to be an architect and another 
a wildlife biologist, also plan to re­
turn to Africa after completing their 
studies. '• * ' . . . . 

"I'm very happy "that they want to 

go back. Working on the farm was 
hard but it gave them an apprecia­
tion of growing food, building houses 
and repairing their shoes," she said. 

"My youngest asked what kids 
here meant when they say they are 
bored. They never, had time to be 
bored in Africa." 
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Words can hit a child 
as hard 

as a fist 

Get the picture! 
What you say to children can determine how they 
feel about themselves* And how they feel about 

you. When you're upset, get hold of yourself. Stop 
and think about what you're saying* Stop using 
words that hur t . Start using words that help. 

ftcpum ^ 
words TM Hurt 

# 
For helpful information, wr i te: National Committee for 
Prevention of Child Abuse, Box 2866H, Chicago, IL 60690. 
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photos by GUY WARREN/staff photographer 

Kurt Boardman enjoys his Blue and Gold Cub Scout dinner. 

Cub kudos 
;Pack marks 25 years 

UB PACK 860, one of West-
land's oldest Scouting 
units, marked its 25th an­
niversary Feb. 28,' with 

175 people attending the annual 
Blue and Gold Dinner." 
; Held in Westland's Stevenson 
\Junior High School, the Scout lead­
ers opened the event to alumni of 
;the pack's Webelos unit, which pro­
vides a transition for boys moving 
jfrom Cub Scouting to Boy Scouting. 
I There were five former Webelos 
inembers who returned for the din­
ner, although many others contact­
ed dinner planners and Scout lead­
ers, said Shawn Stek'etee, assistant 
'den leader. 
;' She said parents and former 
Scouts at the dinner wrote their fa­
vorite Scouting experiences in a 
jog distributed at the event. 
j ' "The most frequently mentioned 
activities were the organized Scout 

baseball league; the plnewood der-
bys and the campouts," she said. 

She had contacted the Webelos 
unit's charter cubmaster, Harvey 
Balon, and others who couldn't 
make the dinner. 

At the dinner, many parents 
shared memories of their experi­
ences in Scouting, including one 
whose daughter enjoyed helping 
out in the pack's skits and later be­
came a drama teacher. 

Steketee also thanked the numer­
ous businesses that donated gifts 
for the annual Scouting birthday 
dinner. ": 

Pack 860, based at Madison Ele­
mentary School, on Carlson at 
Avondale, died out several times 
and was later revived, Steketee 
said. 

Currently, the pack is growing so 
fast it has outgrown its home at the 
Madison School, she said!. ^~ 

Above: A plaque marking the 
pack's 25th anniversary it 
displayed by leaders Jim 
Franklin (rear, left) and Bill 
Cummings and their Cub 
Scouts. At left: Jean Sim* 
monds, a pack den mother 
when the group was formed 
25 years ago, chats with Joey 
Richardson (left), Kevin Hill 
and Ryan Vineyard. 

objects to plan 

Continued from Page 1 

Palmer west of Merriman. 
* -
CONCERN ABOUT Increased re­

sponse times when stations, were 
closed was an issue during last fall's 
mayoral election campaign. Thomas 
m4de a new staffing plan one of his 
top priorities after taking office Jan. 
1.-

Thomas met twice with union 
leaders to discuss the plan and de­
layed implementing it when the 
union voiced concerns. 

But the arrangement that went 
into effect Thursday was "virtually 
tho same plan he showed us in Janu­
ary," Riley said Friday. 

"THE ONLY difference is that he 
dropped his proposal for the lowest 
staffing.level of 13 (firefighters on 
duty per shift), which he know we 
would never have agreed to any­
way," Riley said. 

Statistics compiled by the fire de­
partment and released by Thomas 
last week showed that at least one 
station was closed on 352 of the first 
394 days of the 1988 agreement. Two 
stations were closed on 56 of those 
days, according to the agreement. 

Since his administration took off­
ice, Thomas said, at least one station 
has been closed 70 percent of the 
time. 

THE NEW plan would eliminate 
the closing of two stations and re­
duce by 90 percent the number of 
days that one station is closed, 
Thomas said last week. 

But Thomas' statistics don't cover 
the period from summer 1989 to the 
present where all four stations have 
been up and running "far more of­
ten," Riley said Friday. 

"If fact, since the beginning of the 
year there's only been one day when 
both stations were closed," he said. 

The hiring of nine new firefighters 
in 1989 and 1990 (some to replace re­
tiring firefighters) has helped reduce 
the number of station closings, Riley 
said. 

obituaries 
'. WILLIAM STOTTLEMYER 

Services for Mr. Stoltlemyer, re­
tired Westland postmaster, were 
held March 1 from the Uht Funeral 
Home, Westland, with the Rev. Rob­
ert Millar officiating. 

Mr. Slottlemyer, a long-time 
Wayne and Westland resident, was a 
former Wayne city council member 

for many years when he was named 
post master of the Wayne post office 
in early 1969. At that time, the 
Wayne facility handled all the mail 
for the city of Westland. 

In the mid-1970s, Stoltlemyer 
moved to the just-opened Westland 
Post Office on Wayne Road near 
Hunter. He retired in the fall of 1986 
for health reasons. 

Mr. Stottlemyer died Sunday after 

a short illness. 
He was in a pioneer Nankin Town-

ship-Westland family, living in the 
community for most of his 65 years. 

He was active In the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Shrlnere and Masonic 
Lodge. 

Survivors are' his wife, Edith; 
daughter, Judy Holdridge; and son, 
Brad. 

cop calls 
AHOMKOWNERontho 

29700 block of Paul told police a 
silver-blue"fox fgr coat valued at 
$1,800 was among the items stolen In 
a Wednesday break-in at her home. ' 

Tho break-in occurred between 
6:30 and 10 p.m. while nobody was 
home, the woman reported. 

Police said the burglar apparently 
forced open a side door to enter the 
home. 

The burglar may have passed 
items through tho bedroom 
wlndowto an accomplice standing 
outside, police believe. A hole was 
cut In the.window screen, they said. 

AKESIDENTonthe33800 
block of Blackfoot reported that 
someone stole a sewer snake from 
his garage last month. 

The snake, valued at $400 by the 
resident, was stolen between Feb. 0 
and 26. 

Churchill 4th in state pompon finals 
Churchill High School's pompon 

squad placed fourth in the Mid­
American Stats competition Feb. 24 
at Plymouth Canton High. 

The competition attracted 44 

schools from throughout the state. 

The finish was: Canton, first with 
557 points; Garden City, second, 35$; 
Saginaw Heritage, third, 341.6; 

Churchill, fourth, SU, Salem, fifth, 
332.5; Dsvison and Franklin tied for 

slith, 330.6; Grand Ledte, seventh, 
327; and Mercy, eljhU», 311.6. 

M AX 

MA R A 

Longer, looser 

jackets, skirts 

slimmed...and 

color, color, 

color! The new, . 

the now...Uom a 

coordinated 

collection of 

Max Mara 

linen coordinates. 

Magenta duster 

jacket, 412, $255. 

Tangerine 

shell, 414, $110, 

Black skirt, 

414, '$115. 

Jacobson's 

Wo welcome Jacobton'* Ch«r0* MMWfCwd? VISA* wrt Amjpc^n E 
Shop unlit 9 p.m. on Thursday and Frldty. Until 6 p.m. on. Mondty, Ti**fty. " " WWn*»d*r *nd S*tur4«y 


