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CAIN YOU say Zamboni? 
The Westland Sports Arena will 

take delivery on a new ice 
resurfacing machine this month , 
to replace a 1971 model, the 
oldest of two Zambonis in the ' 

~ arena's inventory. 
On July 2, the Westland City 

Council approved purchase pf.the 
$45,085 machine from Charles R. 
Mueller and Sons of Detroit, one 
of two Zambonifdealers in the 
metropolitan.area. 

The city will receive ¢1,500 on 
its old Zamboni as a trade-in. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
also approved the purchase of a 
new platform engine for the 
Westland fire department. 

The demo model Gruman 
Aerial Cat carries a $545,144 
sticker price, but the city will 
receive a $10,000 "demo" 
discount and a $50,000 trade-in 
allowance, b'ringing the city's cost 
down to $485,144. 

T H E CITY is accepting 
leaves and grass clippings from 
local residents at its transfer site 
for composting. 

The program will reduce the ... 
amount of yard waste going-to 

JandfilJs_andthe_Central_Wayne: 
Sanitation Authority incinerator, 
city officials hope. 

Material* may be dropped off 
at-the transfer site, 37137 : 

Marquette, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Fridays and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturdays. Grass and/or leaves 
may be in plastic bags or dumped 
in b u l k . . . • • . . * ' 

The service is provided free for 
residents and no commercial 
drop-offs will be accepted. • 
s For more information, call the 
department of public services, 
728-1770. 

REGISTRATION is 
under way for skills training 
programs at the William D. Ford 
Vocational/Technical Center. 

The center is run by Wayne-
Westland Community Schools. 
One-year courses in more than 20 
occupations are offered free to " 
eligible students. 

^ For more information, call the 
center, 595-2314. 

The fate of a Garden City man charged with 
the shotgun slayings of his estranged wife and 
her Westland boyfriend is now in the handŝ of 
a jury. -

Twelve jurors and one alternate were ex
pected to begin deliberations in Detroit Recor
der's Court this morning in the first-degree 

-murder-trial-of-Ronald Gerrior. A second-a^ 
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ternate was dismissed early in the trial by 
Judge Robert Ziolkowski when he told the 

judge he lived in the same mobile home park 
as one of the victims. ~ - . 

Gerrior, 44, has pleaded innocent to the Dec. 
13 slayings of Michele Gerrior, a 37-year-pld 
Livonia mail carrier, and Jason LaCroix, 27, 
at LaCroix's home on the 8300 block of Fre-. 
mont in Westland. 

If convicted, he faces a mandatory sentence, 
of life in prison without parole. .'.• 

Ziolkowski on Friday denied a motion by de-
=-fense-attorney-Waiter-Piszczalowskl request^ 

ing a directed verdict of less than first-degree 
murder. The evidence presented in the eight-

day trial substantiated the initial charges/the 
judge ruled. 

IN CLOSING statements Friday, both attor
neys addressed the defendant's actions and 
state of mind in the hours leading up to the 
shootings. - . ' • 

Kym Worthy, assistant Wayne County pro
secutor, told the court that Gerrior's state-
ment to police indicated he saw his wife em-

"brace Lacroix outside an Allen Park bowling 
alley. He then followed, her to LaCroix's house, 
returned to his own house on the 32400 block of 

Marquette to get a Mossberg 12-gauge shot
gun, she said. ' 

After returning to LaCroix's house, the de
fendant watched'through a window as the cou
ple had sex, broke into the home and killed 
them, Worthy said. 
. In her statement, Worthy criticized the de
fense attorney for "trashing" Michele Gerrior, 
"You've heard that Jason LaCroix and Michele 
Gerrior were" terrible people and that Ronald 
Gerrior was only a poor man trying to get his 
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city cop 

By LeAnne Rogers 
staff writer 

JIM JAQOFCLO/Siarf pholographer 

Repair technician Ken Cameron installs new pads on the keys of an"alto saxophone at Woodwind Enterprises. 

Shop handles woodwinds 
By LeAnne Rogers 
stall writer 

Whether your taste runs toward 
throaty oboes/smooth saxophones or 
perky piccolos, a Garden City store 
has just about everything to meet 
the needs of woodwind fans. 

Woodwind Enterprises, in Sheri
dan Square - on Ford Road, offers 
sales, rentals, repairs and 'accesso
ries for all the woodwind instru
ments. 

"One of the reasons for. our sue-, 
cess is specialization," said owner 

'We try to give a lot of individual 
attention/ 

— David Topolski 
owner, Woodwind Enterprises 

David Topolski, a music teacher at 
Stevenson Junior High School in the 
Wayne-Westland School District. 
"Much- of our business Is referrals 
from teachers. Their students might 
need a specific reed or mouthpiece." 

In many cases, he said, youngsters 
might have become unable to play 
their instrument because of an im
proper mouthpiece or reed oj due to 
orthodontal work. 

"We try to stock a complete range 

of woodwinds for students andplay-
ing musicians. We also have trie ac
cessories. Those can be hard to find." 

TOPOLSKI SPEAKS from experi
ence, having operated his business in 
Dearborn Heights for 17 years be
fore relocating to Garden City in 
January. 

Additionally, he has been.a music 
teacher for 30 years. 

After completing his degree work 
at Wayne State, University — Topol-
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A former Garden City police offi
cer recently was awarded a top hon
or by the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police. 

Mark Relich, 25, was honored for 
his efforts in disarming and arrest
ing a man who had just fatally shot 
his former supervisor near Ford and 
Venoy rbads_on the Westland-Garderi 
City limits in 1989. 

'To my knowledge this is first Gar-. 
den City officer to receive this hon
or," said=~Chiei Roger Wilkes, who 
nominated Relich for the recogni
tion.—T-——: • — ~ — 
, On April 22, 1989, while off duty 

and driving along Venoy to work, 
Relich saw a man being pursued 
through a parking lot by a man car
rying a shotgun. The officer reported 
seeing the armed manK later identi
fied as Robert Zeilin, fireiwo shots 
which hit the victim, Ziebart super
visor Michael LaDuke. 

Relich turned his vehicle around, 
then position^ himself behind his 
truck as he ordered Zeilin to drop his 
weapon. Zeilin turned toward the of • 
ficer and pointed the shotgun at him, 
then dropped it after Relich again 
told him to do so. " 

AFTER ZEILIN was disarmed, 
Relich held him on-the ground until 
other officers arrived at the.scene. 
Following his September conviction 
on a first-degree murder charge in 
Detroit Recorder's Court, Zeilin was 
sentenced to life in prison without 
parole. -

"That guy was mentally,unstable. 
Who knows how many people might 
have been killed if Mark hadn't in
tervened?" said Wilkes. 

When confronted with an armed 
gunman, Relich said he really didn't 
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Business keeps picking up at recycling center 
West land's recycling 
center makes debut 

By Tom Hen<fer$on 
staff writer 

Garden City's City Council 
should decide within the next few 
loeeks whether Downriver Recy
cling Center will operate a drop-

'off recycling center one Saturday 
a month. ."; 

The nonprofit firm has made 
preliminary overtures to West-
land officials to operate a similar 
satellite drop-off center there. 

Last week, an Observer report
er and photographer visited 
Pownriver's Recycling's head
quarters to talk to workers there 
and to residents who come in to 
use the facilities,' and to observe 
the operation. 

The main center for Downriver 
Recycling sits in the shadows of De
troit Edison, electric towers and 
tucked behind a water pumping sta
tion oif* West Jefferson in Trenton,-
just inland from the Detroit River. 

The center is open 3-5 p.m. on 
Thursdays and from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturdays. At 3, when the 
gate to the small drive-In area Is 
opened, seven cars sit In line, filling 
the short dirt entry road and threat
ening to spill out onto Jefferson. 

For the next two hours, a stream 
of cars pulls In, 60 In all. They make 
a small U-turn, with the drivers get
ting out and unloading their refuse 
into various bins, newspapers Into 
one, glass clattering loudly Into an
other, flattened cans Into a third, 

jugs of used oil Into a fourth. Volun
teers and paid staff help the resi
dents, who are on their way in a min
ute or two. 

"Thursdays used to be a little bit 
slow, but as people get more enviv-
ronmentally conscious/ we've beeft 
getting busier," says staffer Cha> 
lotte Gay, who, when she Isn't ln\ 
gloves tossirfg refuse, Is In the 
schools giving talks to kids' or meet
ing with community groups. Satur
days at the recycling center, it's a 
zoo. 

Downriver Recycling, which start- " 
ed in 1983, calls Trenton home, but 
runs programs in Brownstown, 
Frenchtown and Huron townships, 

Please turn to Page 2 

The City of Westland opened a re
cycling center Saturday, which will 
operate at the Department of Public 
Service Building on the flrsj and 
third Saturday of each month. 

The center is being run temporari
ly by Canton Waste Recycling until 
the city can approve a contract with 
one of three recycling operations 
who have made proposals ^perma
nently run the center. 

The other two are Taylor Recy

cling and Downriver Recycling Cen
ter. 

"We needed to get this thing up 
and running," said Bruce XJuertln, 
superintendent for construction and 
maintenance at the DPS. "We're 
going to be learning a lot from this 
In the next few weeks." 

Every other Saturday, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., residents can drop recycl-

Please turn to Page 2 

Attendance, temperature soar at summer festival 
By Tom Henderson 
staff writer 

Westland's.20th annual Summer Festival 
was the biggest, the most crowded and — 
thanks to 98 degrees on the Fourth of July -
the hottest ever, said chief organizer Donna 
Raines, who estimated that 250,000 attended 
the Six-day extravaganza at City Hall. 

"It was wonderful," said Raines, who said 
she Is already eager to begin planning next 
year's fest. "Attendance was up. The weather 
was great. Everybody sold out of everything. 

The last day could have been a little cooler, 
but. . ." 

From start to finish, huge throngs showed 
that Westlanders and their friends love a good 
time. - • . 

From the pancake breakfast and parade 
Saturday through the 5-mlle run through the 
streets of the city as the sun beat down 
Wednesday morning through the ooohlng and 
aaahtng of the fireworks spectacular at io 
p.m., the crowds seemed to be larger and more 
exuberant than ever before. 

A beating Incident after the fireworks 

marred the holiday for at least one family, 
though. 

THE FUMRUN was a big draw, despite nu
merous other fun runs in the metropolitan 
area the same day, including races In Clawson, 
Oak Park and South Lyon. The race was a ben
efit for the Fire Safety House, and organizers 
were pleasantly shocked by a registration of 
nearly 400. **• .' 

"It was a great turnout," firefighter Mike 
Reddy said. "And we're going to be at least 
double that next year. There was a lot of fa

vorable comments from the runners. Every
one seemed to appreciate It We did a lot for 
them." 

Mike Kavullch of Farmlngton Hills ran a 
blistering time on a bllsteringday, finishing 
first In 25:35, an average of 5:07* mile. Noelle 
Dixon of Livonia, a. runner at Eastern Michi
gan, led the women In 31:08. 

THE HUGE CROWDS at the fireworks re
sulted in one of the few sour moments of the 
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Murder defendant's fate rests with jury 
Continued from Page 1 

wife baotC^he-toWlhe jury. 
"BjiiAo sin is so great that these two people 

should have wound up dead because of it,"^ 
Worthy ̂ aid. 
; Gerrior's actions on the night of the incident 
were clearly planned out> Worthy said, and al
lowed sufficient time for reflection on what he • 

, was about to do. 
. * » '• 

• PISZCZATOWKSI said Irregularities in the 
statement his client gave to police, inconsis
tencies' in much of the testimony and Gerrior's • 
highly agitated state of mind after watching 
his wife have sex with another man formed "a 
classic case of manslaughter.". ' \ 

"He didn't know what he was going to find 
until he looked in that window," Piszczatowskl 
said. "And then he just went berserk?' 
. He also cited testimony psychiatrist Emanu
el Tanay, called as an expert defense witness, 
who said that Gerrior was suffering from de
pression, showed signs of a mental illness and 
was legally insane at the time of the killings. • 

In three hours of testimony, Tanay said Ger
rior suffered "a disassociatiye reaction" after 
seeing the couple through the window, The 
traumatic incident triggered "a type of am
nesia where-Mr. Gerrior was unaware of hb 
actions," Tanay said. 

The pyschiatfist also, testified that in an in
terview Gerrior told him he had "gone back to 

his truqk to get a baseball bat" but for an un
known reason took the shotgun Instead. 

Tanay, who testified.he examined Gerrior 
on three separate occasions, said the defend
ant strongly believed that he would reconcile 
with his wife, wh6 had moved out of their Gar
den City home into a Westland mobile home 
park in October. v 

Testimony by several witnesses indicated 
that although separated, the two still saw each 
other on a regular basis. Gerrior had given his 
wife art expensive pair of boots as a Christmas 
present a few days before the killings, accord
ing to testimony. ..-'•• 

A PSYCHIATRIST and psychologist testify-. 

ing'as expert witnesses on behalf of the prose
cution differed strongly with Tanay's diagno
sis. 

Dr. Dexter Fields, chief psychiatrist for the 
Recorder's Court clinic, said although Gerrior 
"came close to showing signs.of psychogenic 
amnesia (one form of disassociatlve disor
der)," he couldn't be classified as being men
tally ill. He also' testified that Gerrior's de
pression was a reaction to specific events and 
not a sign of mental illness. . 

Psychologist Jack Hanes testified that after 
examining the defendant he'found that he 
appeared.to "be a. "logical, coherent person" 
and would be criminally, responsible for any 
illegaf.behavior. .-•'.'• • . . v ' 

Ronald Gerrior 
awaits verdict 

wins praise 
Continued from Page 1 

Mark Relich 

have time to think,about how to re-
. a c t . . : • ' . . ' ' • . . , ; 

"This was something that hap-
.pened. It's1 another part of police 
'work," he said. "You never expect it. 
Someone else might not have known 
what to do." 

Relich agreed with Wilkes that it 
was fortunate that no one else was 
killed or injured during the incident, 
in which Zeilin pursued his victim 
through a parking lot and across a 
busy intersection on a Saturday af

ternoon. 
"You don't think about the fear un

til later. You do what you are 
trained to do," he sairj/ "You don't 
know how you will react." 

While the department is proud of 
rthe-honors received by Relich for his 
actions while a Garden City officer, 
Wilkes noted the police medal of 
honor was given to an individual. 

"THE WHOLE gist of this was not 
for the department to shine. It recog
nizes his actions above and beyond 
the call of duty," Wilkes said. 

At the time of the Ziebart shoot
ing, Relich hqd been with the depart
ment about nine months. Prior to 
that he had worked three years as a 

police ca.det with the Garden City 
Explorers. 

Before hiring on as a Garden City 
officer, Relich was a reserve officer 
for the Van Buren Township Police 
Department. While there he com
pleted the police academy training 
and subsequently joined that depart
ment. 

"Then the opening came up in 
Garden City. I always wanted to 
.work in Garden City. It was my 
hometown," he said. 

Relich's brother Tom is a Garden 
City police officer and his father 
Nick.is a former head of the Garden 
City police reserve unit. 

. About eight months ago Relich re-. 
: turned to a job with the Van.Buren' 
Police Department and has been 
also workjng part time as a Belle
ville police dispatcher. '••" 

The decision to leave the Garden 
City department stemmed largely 
from the its residency requirement, 
along with better opportunities. 

Relich was married in May and 
currently lives in,Be)leville. 

"The residency was a big factor. 
You have no choice on where to live 
or what schools your children will 

job as a Grosse He police officer. 
"I'm very'excited about the new 

job. I'm pretty happy about Grosse 
He. The pay is great and its a super 
area," Relich said. _ . 

attend," he added. 
Only July 23, he will start a new 

Attendance at summer festival bigger than ever 
Continued from Page 1 . 

festival, when, according to one witness, near
by residents angry at cars cutting over their 
property pulled a man out of his truck and 
beat him up in front of his wife and two small 
children.; . 

The witness, Anita Mayhew, said the inci
dent occurred in the parking lot of the Ford 
Vocational Center off Marquette. She said resi
dents had become angered after some cars 

drove across their property to get to a nearby 
street. 

"They were throwing rocks at cars and they 
swung a golf club at a guy on a motorcycle but 
missed him," Mayhew said. 

About six or seven young men "in their late 
20s or early 30s" then ran into the parking lot 
at-the tech center, she said, surrounding a 
truck as it still sat on city property and pulling 
out the driver. 

"They hit him about five or six times to the 
head and knocked him down. When bis wife 

tried to get out, they slammed the door on hex 
leg and wouldn't let her out. 

"Finally,, he was able to drive away. He 
stopped in the parking lot and we gave him ice 
cubes for his cuts, and cleaned off his blood. 
And then he went to the hospital for stitches." 

Westland police are investigating, and no 
charges have been filed. 

.. MAYOR Robert Thomas, who has had disa
greements with festival planners, said he' 

would like to see the festival ultimately moved 
to a different site because of congestion in the 
area of City Hall and the police station. 

"Parking is the biggest problem. I would 
like to see that solved. We need to make some 
changes," Thomas said. 

"They (festival planners) may have miscon
strued me. I don't want the festival canceled 
by any means. I was over there just about eve
ry day and thought it was great. I took my 
grandson and he just had a ball." 

ables off at the center, at 37137 
Marquette. 

The center will accept newspa
pers, either wrapped in brown pa
per bags or tied; clear, green or 
brown glass jars and bottles (no 
caps, no Pyrex cookware, no light 
bulbs and no window panes); alu
minum, tin and steel cans, flat
tened when possible (no aerosol 
or-paint cans), and clear or col
ored plastic containers used for 
such products as pop, milk, liquid 
cleaners, water and detergents 
(cleaned, with no lids). 

Volunteers are needed to staff 
the recycling center. Call 728-
1770 to be put on the list. 

"We aren't accepting waste oil, 
yet, but we will down the road," 
saidGuertin. 

He said there was no timetable 
for deciding on which firm to run 
the center permanently. 

Volunteers busy at recycl ing center »0&Eciassmedsworki 
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Dearborn Heights, Detroit, River-
view, Southgate, Woodhaven, Wyan
dotte, and Wayne. It handled 1,050 
tons of material last year and may 
do 1,800 tons this year, said Presi
dent James McNally. 

But though business seems to be 
booming, it isn't. The Catch-22 that 
afflicts recycling nationwide is that 

-increased—awareness -has—rheant-
more product, resulting In gluts and 
falling prices. 

"Fifty to 60 percent of what we 
handle is newspapers," said McNal
ly. "Two years ago, we were getting 
$25-30 a ton. Early this year it was 
down to zero. And in the last two 
weeks, we're being charged $10 a 
ton. There's a tremendous glut of 
newspapers on the market and the., 
mills are taking advantage of it." 

MARK. LEON pulls in in ja 
battered pick-up, so loaded with 
newspapers the bed sits down on its 
springs. He hauls newspapers for 181 

homeowners and a variety of condos 
and apartments on Grosse He. 

"I got all the newspapers you can 
handle," he hollers out'lo no one in 
particular. , 

Leon used to take them to 
Romulus, but they started charging 
him $20 a load and he heard Down
river was still taking them for noth
ing. 

"When newspapers were paying, I 
didn't charge my customers," he 
said. "Now that it Isn't, I do." : -

Gloria Gallagher of Trenton pulls 
in with her three kids, Sean, 11, Kev
in, 9, and Megan, 6. 

She has been recycling for "five or 
six years. I'm an old-timer. There's 
days when I'd like to throw a can 

away instead"of washing it out, but 
my conscience gets the best of me/' 

- Gallagher and the kids pour a box 
"of glass into. the.bin, pose for some 
pictures and leave. 

Jane Mackay, a staffer, is too busy 
to talk. They're short of volunteers 
today and she's too busy slinging 
refuse into bins to do an interview. 

Another car swings in, the dust ris
ing up and swirling. Glass clatters 
into one bin, a stack of paper thuds. 
into another. . 

If the people of Trenton flock in so 
steadily when the center is open 
twice a week, four weeks.a month, 
Garden City and Westland should 
keep the volunteers extra busy just 
one day a month, r' 

BUYONEPAIR, 
GET ONE FREE! 
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No one should have 
just one pair of glasses. 
So right now when you 

buy any complete pair of 
glasses, including top de

signer frames, at the regular 
retail price [minimum imrdnisc $99). 

you'll get a second pair FREE with clear 
plastic, single vision lenses Select your free frames 

from our Headline. Feature, or Limited Frames Collections. 
•Both rwirs of glasses must be same prescription ' 

Designer Frames 
Choose your first pair from one of the finest selections of 

designer frames you'll find anywhere. Liz Claiborne, Sophia, 
Loren, Anne Klein ll/Cerrutl, Pierre Cardin, Benetton, Stetson, 
Polo, Gloria Vanderbllt and Perry Ellis. 

FREE Contact Lenses! 
Right no\y when you buy a pair of Bausch and Lomb- Criterion 

Ultra"* daily wear or flexible wear lenses at the regular retail 
price we'll give you a spare pair FREE. Both pairs must be the 
same lens and prescription. 

GLASSES IN ABOUT AN HOUR AT: " 
••* NEW: ANN ARBOR, Briarwood Mall 

(across from Ruby Tuesday) .769-5777 
WESTLAND, Westland Center. 35000 Wesl Warren 525-5907 
LIVONI^, Wonderland Shopping Center v . 261-3220 

GLASSES EXPRESS* SERVICE AVAILABLE AT: 

'BRIGHTON, Brighton Mall, 8503 Grand River ^ . .227-2424 
LIVONIA, Livonia Mall, 29642 Seven Mile Road . . : .473-0806 
NOVI, Novi Towne Center . . . 347-0277 

A Doctor 
ofOptoratry 
fta\a:bWein 
every K'uYH>on* . nuVision 1 

1990 MuVi»ion. Ine 

rr 

5HABANA KHAN, M.D. 
Internal Medicine & Geriatrics 

• • ' • " • : -

9I AoxfdUuf /I/ecu PcUienfo 
Most Insurances Accepted 

562-6580 3815 Pelham, Dearborn 
(Between Outer Drive and Dartmouth) 

• Twice a week is better • Twice a week is belter 

Now You Have 

The Friendly, Caring Dentist 

"II 

"f-Xh Cowards 

MARC ABRAMSON,-D.D.'S. 

Tcelh'Cleaning • -Gum Treatments 
, Fillings & Crowns • Dentures & Parlials 

Cosmetic Bonding 
Evening & Saturday Hours Available 

F A M I L Y D E N T A L C A R E 
1647 Inkster Road . "•. 
Garden City, Michigan 48135 
Call 421-5200 for an appt. 

In the Gregg Professional Building 

Good Tasting! Good For You! 

YAYA'S Chicken is: YAYA'S Chicken has: 
•LESS FAT 

• LESS CALORIES 
LESS CHOLESTEROL 

•NEVER FROZEN 
•NEVER BATTERED 

•NEVER FRIED IN GREASE 
NEVER MARINATED IN OIL 

• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT • 
Served Fresh in 2 Minutes or Less! 

The Taste You've Been 
Waiting For Is Right Here 

In Westland! 
8301 N.Wayne Road 

Woodcrost Plaza, across from Art Van 

Open 11am til 9 pm Everyday I 

AdrienArper 
Facial and Blueprint 
Makeover with 
Take-Home 
12-Product Kit/ 
One Week Only, 
Just 2950. 
First, a.complete botanical facial 
with flower Fblal cleansing and ' 
Electro scrub, skin vacuuming 
and flwer Extract firming mask. 
Ncxt/a luxurious 3-step hand 
softening treatment finally 
we'll apply your makeup and, 
at the same tirne, color in your 
Blueprint Ponrait so you can 
create the perfect makeup daily. 
Your Like-home kit includes 
creme makeup, finishing 
powder, blush, 3 eyeshadows, 
5 lipsticks, lip gloss, brushes 
and applicator. 
Call for your appointment in 
Troy: 643-9000, ext. 366; 
Fairhne: £36-3070, cxl. 363. 
Cosmetic Collections. 

w» 

Beaver at Coolidge, Troy 
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn 



Woodwind Enterprises owner 
David Topolski shows off 
some of the instruments 
available in his Sheridan 
Square store. 

JIM JAGOFELO/slaff photographer 

ializes in woodwinds 

• " . " - • , JIM JAGDfELD/slafl photographer 

Intricate scrollwork can be seen on a soprano saxophone dis
played at Woodwind Enterprises. 

ski holds a bachelor of science and a 
master of arts in woodwind perform
ance and education — he gained fur
ther experience in the^Army. 

"I ran a repair shop in the Army. 
When I came back, I subcontracted 
with a couple of shops as a repair 
technician. I felt uncomfortable with 

* that-and ffpened a small shop in 
1973." 

TODAY, TOPOLSKI has a client 
base of 1,300 customers and six. 
school districts, he said. The demand 
for services was great enough to 
prompt the move to a larger location 
in Garden City, he said. 

"We have over 100 instruments in 
for repair. That demand indicates 
the move was justified," said Topol
ski, himself a performing musician. 
"Repairsjiave been the backbone of 
our business primarily." 

While new instrument sales and 
rentals are featured at the stored in
struments that have been recondi
tioned by Topolski or repair techni
cian Ken Cameron are also offered. 

OTHER TIMES the owners will 
bring their beloved instruments in 
for repair or restoration. 

"Many times we are asked to re
store an instrument.. In many cases 
we have to build specific parts on 

site. It takes ingenuity and the abili
ty to fabricate a part. People will 
upset that a very old valuable part 
can't be replaced^' 

Unlike instruments in the other 
musical families, woodwinds have 
many moveable parts that can.be 
difficult to replace, Topolski said. 

"We try to give a lot of individual 
attention. You need a lot of experi
ence to serve people." 

district 
to 

By JotBauman 
staff writer 

Livonia Public Schools will be given the first chance 
to buy a vacant piece of land owned by the city of Livo
nia whether or not it wants it. 
. The Livonia City Council, in a split 4-3 vote, approved 

a-resolution June 25 offering the parcel for use in the 
school district's building trades program. 
::In doing so the council rejected three purchase pro

posals of fered by three residents. 
The vote also rejected an administrative recommen

dation that the vacant lot be retained by the city for 
possible future use in the housing assistance program 
fc}r low income residents. r 

•The district includes the northern section of Westland. 
f i * 

^DESPITE THE vote, the issue is far from settled 
s^ce the council hasn't said if it is interested in the 
property. 

'-Leading the debate to offer the property to the dis
trict was councilman Fernon Feenstra, who was joined 
byeouncil members Robert Bishop, Dale Jurcisin and 
Gerald Taylor in approving the resolution. 

Opposing votes were cast by council president Joan 
McCotter and council members Ron Ochala and Laura 
Tpy. 

;The council opted not to refer the issue to its school 
liaison committee, which meets on an irregular basis 
with school officials and typically deals with Issues fac
ing both bodies. 

* '"Perhaps that would have been the best way to go," 
Ochala said Tuesday referring to the liaison committee. 

"I still don't feel the vote was the proper action, but 
there appeared to be a desire by the majority of the 
council to rush to a conclusion and dispose of the prop
erty." • ' • • ' - • • 

The property Is in a residential area near Minton and 
Lamont in the Golden Gate Subdivision. 

BEFORE! THE council vote, James Inglls, executive 

empty lot 
director of the Livonia Housing Commission, restated 
the administration's position that the property should be 
kept by the city for future use. 

Inglis said the commission has begun discussing the 
* possibility of constructing homes on city owned lots and 
using them for a lease-to-own program for low income 
residents. 

"We're not ready to come to council yet with a pro
gram but I want you to know the idea is being dis-̂  
cussed." ^ 

The concept met with opposition from Feenstra and 
Bishop, with both stating they did^not feel the city 
should be in the "home building business." 

Jurcisin said he supported the concept of the home-
building program as an expansion of the current housing 
assistance plan. 

"The problem is that by Mr. Inglls' own admission we 
are not ready to proceed with such a program so I can't 
support setting this particular piece of property aside," 
Jurcisin said. 

Art'Howell, director of operations for the school dis
trict, was out of town and unavailable for comment at 
press time. ^ , 

If the district is not interested in the property, Ochala 
said he will again push to have the land set aside for the 
housing program. 

THE CITY was sued in the late 1970s by several hous
ing assistance advocate organizations that claimed 
Livonia was not living up to its obligation of providing 
low-income housing for people who worked In the com
munity but could not afford to live there. 

As a result of '.the lawsuit, the city adopted the so-
called "Livonia Plan," which provided scattered single-
family housing throughout the community for low-in
come residents in lieu of the more traditional subsidized 
apartment setting. 

Inglis cautioned the council that the city must contin
ue to show a commitment to its housing assistance pro
gram or face the possibility of losing more than 
$400,000 a year in federal block grant funds. 

cop calls 
'y :AYOUNC'MAlSl armed 
either with a shotgun or a rifle held 
'lifj Dandy Oil on Arbor Trail early 
Tuesday morning. 

About 3:35 am., the man -
described as a white male, about 25-
2«, 5 feet 6 and 130 pounds -
Walked in and told the employee, a 
53-year-old Westland woman: "Give. 
Vne all your money." 
'-: He fled on foot with $55. No shots 
'rfttieflred. 

THE EX-HUSBAND of a 
Westland woman Is being sought for. 
obtaining money on false pretenses 
after telling a former neighbor he 
needed money to buy food and 
diapers for his children, 

•'. The man, 34, went door-to-door 
through his old neighborhood, telling 
ex-nelghbor* that his wife had to 
leave town to visit her sick 

grandfather, that she had left him 
with the kids and he had no food or 
diapers for them and no money. 

Several of them turned him down 
but one woman gave him |3 . She 
filed charges July 4 after asking the 
man's ex-wife about her grandfather 
and finding out the whole thing was 
a scam. 

AN 05-YEAR-OLD 
Westland woman was robbed of her 
puree Tuesday afternoon by someone 
on a bicycle as she walked home 
from the grocery store. 

The woman, who told police she 
d idn't see wel l enough to furnish a 
description of the suspect, lost $30-
40 and her credit cards when the 
bike rider grabbed her straw purse" 
off the top of her small grocery cart. 

QUICK WORK by Mayor 
Robert Thomas led to the arrest of a 

16-year-old Wayne youth for fighting 
and carrying concealed weapons, a 
razor blade and a knife. 

The mayor was at the Summer 
Festival and approached police 
working the fair to tell them about a 
nearby fistflght. Police broke It up, 
searched the participants and made 
an arrest after finding weapons. 

A 3 2 - Y E A R - O L D 
DETROIT man was kilted at 
Joy Road and August Street in 
Westland during an early 
morning head-on accident on 
Saturday, police said. 

At about 12:40 a.m. the victim, 
who was driving a 1985 Renault 
Alliance, was traveling west on 
Joy approaching August when he 
collided head-on with a 1918 Ford 
Mustang. 
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VISIT YOUR AUTHORIZED DETROIT AREA BMW DEALER. 
;,i OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-800-334-4BMW. 
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