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Students 
to march 
for mills 
Plan to take 
to sidewalks 
ByJlarielLCIerri. 
stall writer 

Wayne-Westland students will not 
be allowed to use city streets for a 
parade In which they hope- to win 
public support for a school tax In
crease.- 7 ~ "-—-— — 

Students, seeking support for a tax 
increase that could avert sweeping 
program cuts, had planned to march 
along Westland streets during a late-
afternoon parade on Friday, June 7. 

But their hopes were dashed Mon
day night, when the Westland City 
Council told them that they would 
have to march on sidewalks and 
avoid blocklng.streets during the pa
rade. 

—The-tnove-came as Uie_coiinclldis 
elded in a 6-1 vote to allow students 

tffl i im'H wi% ttvn pararif* ftrLgTjg^ 
walks. The parade Is designed to win 
public support for a 7.75-mlll tax 
proposal, on the June 10 ballot. 

Council member Thomas Artley 
cast the sole opposing vote. 

"The main reason I voted against 
It is because I feel that the school 
administration Is using the children', 
as well as some of the (pro-tax) citi
zens committees, to support the mil-
lage when they (school officials) are 
the ones who should really be ac
countable for why there Isn't enough 
money-to run the schools," Artley 
said. 

"They're putting the pressure on 
the kids to force their parents to go 
for this millage, when It has already 
failed three times," Artley added. 

THREE PROPOSED school tax 
.tnrrpflsps hflv<> failed since February 
1990, and school officials have 

"placed- the- latest "proposal^orr the 
June 10 ballot In a last-ditch effort 
to avert massive budget cuts. 

City officials, In denying the stu
dents' request to march on city 
streets, voiced concerns about poten
tial traffic hazards during the pa
rade, planned for 4 p.m. Friday, 
June 7. 

"That would tie up a lot of traf
fic," Artley said. 

Please turn to'Page>4 
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By Darroll Clam 
staff writer 

Wayne-Westland school officials 
Monday slashed. 83.more, empjoyees 
from the financially troubled dis
trict's workforce, aiitld cunliuuijig 
budget cuts that one board member 
called "devastating." 

The board approved the layoff of 
54 teachers, 10 teaching assistants, 
18 paraprofessionals arid one secre
tary during a special session. The 
layoffs are effective July 1. 

"I hate to vote for this," Board 
Member Kathleen Chorbagian said, 
noting that some of the workers have 
been employed by the district for 23 
years. '_ " •• 

The latest cuts came one month 
after the.board approved the layoff 
of 44 other workers, including 34 bus 
drivers, seven custodians and three 

'I hate to vote for thfo. I 
don't kno whow we're 
going to get through 
Jhj8.' 

mechanics.— — 
Monday's action raised to 137 the 

number of employees laid off since 
April 15, 

Kathleen Chorbagian 
board member 

planned next school year In many 
programs and services, such as elim
inating busing, sports and music pro
grams and reducing the high school 
instructional day from six hours to 
five.. 

"THIS IS devastating," ChorbagU 
an said, after the board approved the 
latest budget cuts in a" 6-1 vote Mon
day. . 
* Among the seven board members-/ 

Unless voters approve a Y./5-mi 
tax proposal on June 10 and the mas
sive cuts are reversed, Chorbagian 
said, "I don't know how we're going 
to get through this." 

The layoffs followed deep cuts 

jm\y Sytvia KoTonwky-Wiacek voted 
against the layoffs, saying alterna> 
live budget-cutting measures had 
not been adequately explored. 

Hoard President Matuew McCuik-
er stressed during Monday's session 
that the staff cuts "do not sit well 
with any member of this board." 

Please turn to Page 2 

City clears way 
to expand mall 
By DarrellClem 
staff writer 

A divided Westland City Council 
narrowly approved an $11.6 million 
plan Monday to boost commercial 
development, Including a proposed 
Westland Center expansion. . 

Four council members favored a 
plan to spur economic growth_.by 
spending money to expand the mall, 
widen Central City Parkway as It 
loops north from Warren to Wayne 
Road, and Install streetlights along 
several city roads. 

Three council members opposed 

it, falling one vote short of stalling 
the projects made possible by 
amending the city's Tar Increment 
Finance Authority. - V 
- TheTIFA uses taxes collected-ma 

designated district, which jncludes 
the mall, to finance projected public 
improvements. - .: ;." 

Council rriembers Kenneth Mehl, 
Thomas Brown, Charles Pickering 

^and Terri Reighard-Johnson sup
ported the TIFA amendment, while 
council members Thomas Artley. 
Ben DeHa.rt and Sandra Cicirelll 
were opposed. 

Please turn to Page 4 
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A Wayne-Wcstland -school board 
candidate wants to fire Superintend
ent Dennis O'Neill and keep tax-in
crease campaigns out of schools as 
ways of restoring the board's credi
bility. ..,-

Virtually all of the 13 candidates 
competing for two four-year terms 
agreed that the board's credibility 
has deteriorated. Moreover5, some 
blamed the Image problefn for the 
board's inability to win voter.ap
proval of three consecutive tax pro
posals! . • ' . • • ' • . . 

Board hopefuls discussed'efforts 
to Improve the boards credibility in 
a group interview*held by the Ob
server. . ' " ' _ • ' . ' ' . ' 

Candidate Laurel Raisanen, 46, a 
Westland. resident* who has been 
highly critical of Superintendent 
O'Neill, called for an Immediate 
search.for a new schools chief. * 

Ralsancn also encouraged a board 
policy to prohibit teachers and other 
school employees from campaigning 
while on the job for higher taxes. 
Students should not be told to urge 
their parents to support tax propos
als, she said. 

Ralsanen, an Observer A Acen
tric production department employ
ee, also suggested the board should 
replace Its auditing firm, Plante t< 
Moran, and" become more" ac$buht~ 
able for its special revenues fund. 

Candidate Randolph Blouse, 37, a 
Westland music teacher, said replac
ing board members with new leader
ship "would go a long way" toward 
rcsIoring_l)oaTd~crcdlb|tltyr and ho 

also suggested that board meetings 
should be broadcast on local cable to 
air the issues. 

Board members also should try to 
reopen a teacher contract, settled In 
February, that led to an 11.9-percent 
raise over two years, Blouse said. 
Renegotiating the pact and lowering 
the raises would improve the credi
bility of the board, which has come 
under fire for the contract, Blouse 
said. 

» 

BOARD -HOPEFUL Terry Hewer, 
a 38-year-old truck driver and West-
land- resident, criticized "'current 
board members f&r "insulting peo
ple" who disagree with board deci
sions, and he said such behavior has 
damaged the board's credibility.- . 

Hewer encouraged board menv 

bers to stop the public insults and try 
to Improve communications. 

Westland resident John Albrecht, 
40, a vice president's assistant at 
Dearborn Sausage, also said board 
members "should stop insulting the 
people who are concerned,",particu
larly senior citizens. The board 
should "let them know that they are 
part of this" district, He said. . 

Moreover, Albrecht called on 
board members to make the public 
more aware, of school issues by 
spending more time in the communk 
ty. 

Candidate Albert ' W Turner, a 
57^year:old Westland, resident and 
retired American Airlines worker, 
agreed that board members should 
make themselves m'occ accessible, In 
part by visiting schools once a month 

and seeking input from teachers and 
students. 

The board also should seek, ways 
to Improve communication with par
ents, who should have more input in 
school matters, Turner said. "Com
munication is the whole secret to 
credibility." 

INCUMBENT SHARON Scott, a 
51-year-old Westland resident, seek
ing her third term,' admitted that 
school board members lack a solid 
public* relations plan/ and she said 
the board should work on it. 

• However, Scott stressed that 
teacher raises should not* damage ̂  
thc board's credibility, even amid a 
budget crunch, because local teach" 
crs received lower pay. increases 
than their counterparts in mother 

SCHOOL 
BOARD 
RACE 

Wayne County districts. ; 
Scott also held.out hope that Pur> 

lie Act 25, which will require more" 
citizen input and a building Improve
ment plan.at every school, will.help 
the board's credibility, 

Westland resident Ernest, 
Hallmark, a : 44-year-old General 
Motors mechanic, sajd the board 

'..'•.fTeaso turn to Page'2 

Candidates agree: Less politics is progress 
ByDftrr*IICI«m 
staff writer 

Ixvss politics, more community in
volvement and better school district 
management would help restore the 
Wayne-Wcstland school board's 
credibility, said six candidates com
peting for a two-year term. 

The board has come under public 
"fire for what many allies-pcrcelvo-

as a lack of credibility -? an Issue 
that board candidates seeking elec
tion June 10 discussed in interviews 
with the Observer. <• 

Appointed to a board vacancy last 
fflllrMtcrracl-Rcddyr a-4^yearDld-

Wcstland fire battalion chief, sug
gested belter communication with 
citizens to Improve board credibili
ty. 

Noting that most district residents 
don't attend board meetings, Reddy 
said, "we have to make sure that ev
eryone knows exactly .what's going 
on In the schools." 

Rcddy suggested that Public Act 
25 (a new state law designed to Im
prove the quality of public schools) 
will help restore board credibility 
because It will require more citizen 
and school employee Input in school 
matters. 
"Candidate Frcdrlc-HageHhorn-of 

Westland, a 40-year-old senior con
sultant for Bull Information Sys
tems, called for more board accoun
tability as a way to Improve credi
bility. 

Hagelthoin also suggested that 
board members must make them
selves readily available to the public 
and find ways to make the district's 
citizens more aware of what hap
pens at board meetings. " 

CANDIDATE MNDA Pratt, 43-
year-old owner of Baker's Acre,-
ngaln called for a "Chicago-stylo" 
approach in which efforts to.lnv 
rove communications would be "a 

two-way street" between board 
members and district residents. . 

Citizens and school employee? 
"need to hav,e ownership in the 
whole process," Pratt said. Other
wise, she said, "there will be morale 
problems." 

The effort "Is going to have to In
volve a lot of effott on behalf of a lot 
of people," Pratt, a Weslland re*!* 
dent, she said.— —' 

Candidate Fred Warmbler oi 
Wayne, a 71-year-old retired Detroit 
Edison worker arid former school 
board member of 16 years, said im 

Please turn to Rage %. 
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However, board members have Indicated 
the only budget area they can cut Is among 
school personnel, which account for about 

'Bfrpercentof thedisUlcfsbudget _ 
The staff cuts were made after school of

ficials met In several sessions with leaders 
of;the Wayne-Westland Education Associa
tion, said Bill Taylor, associate superintend-

udget cuts 'devastating' to district 
ent of employee services. 

School principals planned to begin notify
ing those affected by the layoffs on Tues
day. 

The employee group suffering the most 
layoffs were teachers, who lost 54 positions 
from the current 947-member-teaching-
workforce, Taylor said. 

THE LATEST teacher cuts brought to 

124 the total number of lald-off teachers. 
Seventy already were on layoff — many as 
a result of budget cuts last year. 

The vast majority of the latest teacher 
cuts occurred at the junior highs and high 
chools,. where program cuts and a reduc

tion of the Instructional day have paved the" 
way for layoffs. 

Thomas Svitkovlch, associate superin

tendent, also voiced concerns that 70 teach
ers will be "displaced" as a result of the 
budget cuts, meaning they will be forced to 
switch schools or begin teaching different 
subjects. 

Next week, school officials will begin 
making preparations Ac.reverse many of the 
layoffs in case the 7.75-mlll tax proposal 5~ 
approved at the June 10 electlen. 

The tax, which would be levied fop two 

years, would cost the average We3tland 
homeowner about $233 a year on a $60,00$ 
house with a ¢30,000 state-equa1izcd,.valua-
tion. 

The tax proposal marks the fourth placed 
on the ballot since February 1990. Three 
p7dp^saTs"faJlednn0ugh .tire Tnarglrruf de-
feat narrowed to a mere 3 percent in the 
most rcccjit election on March 13. 

O 
W axe 

Continued from Pago 

must become more accountable .for 
its actions if it expects to restore Its 
credibility. 

"Accountability goes, hand-in-hand 
with credibility," he said. 

Hallmark blamed the board's ac

countability , problem on the last 
three failed' millage elections and 
said the board should "listen to the 
people" who have spoken loudly 
against higher taxes. • 

U board memDers wairtrnbTrtax^-
es, he said, "they are going to have 
to explain what the money goes for." 

INCUMBENT MATHEW McCusk-
er, a 55-year-old Westland resident 
and Ford Motor Co. employee, was 
the only candidate who appeared! 
satisfied that the-board has done 

"wljatitrairtcrimproveeredlblllty^— 
at least on a personal level. 

"I really don't know how I could 

improve my credibility as. a board 
member," he said. • 

For 8½ years as a board member 
•he has visited schools and sought in
put from employees' at all levels. 

School management campaign issue 
Continued from Page 1 

board's credibility will Improve if 
voters, in the June 10 election, 
choose board members with a varie
ty of backgrounds and experiences. 

Board members also should' re
spond better to citizens seeking an
swers to questions about the district, 
Warmbier said. And the board 
should examine student achievement 
test scores to^seti if the-restrits -ai 

CANDIDATE KENNETH Raupp 
of Westland, a 44-year-old Ford Mo
tor Co. employee, called for better 
district management among board 
members, whom he said also should 
be more accountable to the public. 

Raupp chastised school officials 
for making it difficult for some citi
zens to obtain information they seek 
about thp district. 

"They have been stonewalling," he 
said. "It's sickening." 

pier terms to maxe it easier for citb-
zens to understand. 

LeBlanc also suggested the board 
consider hiring a different auditing 
firm than Plante & Moran because 
"people don't believe that the (dis
trict's) money Is being used as effec
tively as it could be." 

Moreover, LeBlanc Indicated the 
board's credibility would be im-

-fffAifgH if irnfor*- hlort IPSO prtHtkg]ly_ 

motivated candidates who owe no 
political favors. 

^Artd this board has piobably-freen—-^ 
more active in going out into the 
community than any other board in 
the history of Wayne-Westland," 
McCuskersaid. 

But board hopeful Jeanette Leppa-
1a, a as-ypar-old pizzeria owner, sug
gested "fresh blood" h needed on the 
board to resluie ciedlbllllyr 

Moreover, Leppala, a Westland 
resident, said the public needs to bet
ter understand the school district 
and its problems, and she added that 
the board.shpuld consider broadcast* 
ing rpeetings to help educate the 
public. 

Candidate Vicki Welty of Wayne, a 
34-year-old part-time instructor at 
Eastern Michigan University, said-

Present board members don't 
question the administration; said 

1Harbison, a retired secretary and 
'former' Wayne-Westland school 
' board member/ "People need to 
know1 that board members are Inde
pendent Ana trie ooara fresa*s"tc 
more tolerant of people who chal* 
ienge thefn." 

Candidate John RIstau, 27, a 
freelance wrrter~and University of 
Michigan student, said Improved 
credibility would come from better 
management. The H.y-p.eTc^nt 

rak(*t nver two years 

"We need everybody- Involved," 
she said. 

Rowe also urged the board: "Don't 
try to hide things or try to do things 
secretly. And get ojjt more, and talk 
to the people. If you don't have the 

^unity's rapport, what 
have?" 

In the next installment, candi
dates talk about their cainpaigiT 
activities. 

what they should be, considering the 
amount of money spent oh educa
tion, he said. 

4arH i^Rianp nf "I don't need to satisfy any affllia^ 
Westland, a 32-year-old General Mo
tors metrology lab operator, said the 
board's budget should be put In slm-

tion in our community," LeBlanc 
said. "I don't carry any extra bag
gage with me." 

am 

lunch menu for seniors 
The senior citizen nutrition pro

gram will serve these hot meals the 
week of May 27: 

Monday — Closed for the Memori
a l Day holiday. 

Tuesday — Turkey with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, Italian blend vege
tables, birthday cake with ice cream, 
bread with margarine, milk. 

Wednesday — Barbecue ribs, 

caraway cabbage, carrots, mixed 
-fruit,-wheat bread with margarine, 

milk. 

Thursday — Spaghetti with meat
balls, green beans, tossed salad with 
dressing, honeydew, milk. 

three locations: Westland Friendship 
Center, 1119 NewbuVgh" "at 
Maruqette; Whlttler Center, on Ann 
Arbor Trail west of Inkster Road; 
and Kirk of Our Savior Church, on 
Cherry Hill betweefr-Wayne Road 
andNewbuvh .. 

" Friday — FrWTililekeii, mashelT 
potatoes, winter blend vegetables, 
dark sweet cherries, biscuit with 
margarine, milk. 

Meals will be served at noon at 

_J3iKst_Scrvice • USDA 
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board members must begin to "think 
Independently," yet work together to 
resoiv^lhTTcnstnct^r^blemiJ^ 
board also should stop lashing out at 
its critics, she said. 

"We need to get rid of the us-
versus-them mentality that we seem 
to have right now," Welty said. •-

She also suggested that board 
members spend more time In. 
schools, taking time occasionally to 
assume the roles of secretary, bus 
driver and other workers. ' 

should not have been approved be
cause many teachers are falling at 
their jobs, RIstau said. 

Moreover, RIstau, a Westland resi
dent, indicated that new board mem
bers would have more credibility 
than present members. "With the 
credibility of the candidate comes 
credibility on the board,", he said. 

Candidate Kimberly Rowe, 20, a 
"ScKpolcrah .Cdltege" "student aud-
Crestwood Dodge employee, encour
aged more community involvement 

gig restore W>ard credibility. 

CANDIDATE Anne Harbison, 62, 
,of Westland, also indicated that 
iBoprd members need to be more In
dependent because "they simply are 
rubber stamps of the administrative 
proposals." 

clarification 
_ A Wayne-Westland' school board 
candidates' story printed Thursday, 
May 16, shoUldJjaye stated that can
didate Laurel Ralsanen believes that 
a 4-mlll tax Increase would Include 
enough money to protect programs 
and pay for teacher salary increas
es. 
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"I WANT HIM TO PLAY 
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Summertime is fun time and a good time to get a head start on 
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^ * & g ^ J | Sylvan Learning Center. 
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Helping kids do better* 
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Karen Iknson, Director 
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rhcir fishing poles ready, thefe youngsters and parents regis
ter for the annual derby. They are Michael Rebanl, Branko Mit-
k'ovskt, Christ! Bebant, Christ Rebant,>and Danny Mitkovski. 
V/estlarid Kiwanis Club member Chris Ra.bi.na (back to cam
era) handles their registrations. 

J ^ ^ ^ I g i l g j j g j l 1 ^ ' La the kind of pnrtmcnt,, • 

Keith King, 13, gets tips on how to hold a fiohlnn rod from his father, Don. 

sign that coold have Ixseu 
posted at hundreds of West-
land homes over the week

end — and for good reason. 
Aft estimated 400 youngsters and 

an equal number of parents took 
part for eight hours Saturday and 
five hours Sunday at Friendship 
Pond, in Central City Park. 

The event was presented by the 
city of Westland's 25th anniversary 
committee. Chairing the event were 
the Westland Kiwanis Club and 
Weslland parks and recreation de-

Kiwanian Art Acosta, who assisted' 
chairman Dan Mupas, said there 
were 600 one- and two-pound rain
bow trout from Bowerman's, a fish 
breeder in Imlay City, put into the 
pond. 

About 50 fishermen caught fish 
and received prizes; such as coolers 
and tote bags, he said. 

Acosta expressed a public thanks 
to John Glenn High School swim 
team members and registered life 
guards who helped the club during 
the weekend event. 
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Chris Bennett holds daughter Mary Shelton, A, while waiting for a bite at the annual fishing 
derby. 
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Westland-Sehools-wofk—'ROLL INTO BROSE 
toward better education 

See Phil Powefs column on to
day's editorial page, 14A, on what 
to look for in a school annual re
port. 

For the first time in history, offi
cials of every local school building in 
Michigan must give the public a 
written annual report on how they 
are trying to improve. 
* The report Is required under Pub
lic Act 25, the massive school quality 
improvement law passed In 1990. 
With its statistical tables, it will be 
like a corporate officers' annual re
port to shareholders, comparing last 
year's performance to this year's. 

The Waync-Westland school dis
trict has held most of Its building im
provement hearings this month. The 
remaining hearings are scheduled 
for Edison Elementary at 7 p.m.,. 
Wednesday, May 29; Jefferson Elc- ' 
mentary at l,p.m., .Thursday, May 
30, and Adams Junior High at 7 p.m 

, the same day. . . . ' , • ' ' • ' ' • • 
"It will make people ^aware of, 

."what Is really happening In their 
' : sehoote, what they're trylhg to do, 

•what" some of the, obstacles are and ' 
what some of the successes are," 
said Dorothy Beardmore, president 
of the State Board of Education. 

PA 25 has teeth: Schools can actu- . 
ally lose 5 percent state aid if they 
fall to produce a report'. The/ also 
get an additional $25 per student 
from the state for performing this 
new state-imposed duty. 

The law requires that the report 
be sent to the State Board of Educa
tion In Lansing and the intermediate 
(county) school district. Copies must 
be distributed" In each school build
ing's area, 

Reports are to spell out the build

ing's goals, core curriculum, student 
achievement measurements, student 
retention rates, accreditation status, 
and mea^urenjents of parental in
volvement. 

July 51 is the deadline for pro
ducing the annual report. State 
school officials say that's too early 
because some statistical material 
will be unavailable, Next year's 
school aid act Is likely to push the 
date into late summer. 

Some districts already do such re
ports. This year is the first time the 
report will be mandatory and must 
cover seven specific areas. Here Is 
'the state Department of Education's 
outline of what the reports must con
tain: 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT -
Three-1 to five-year plans must cover 
mission, goals oriented to student 
outcome, staff development, build-
Ing-lcvel decision making and input 
from school people, students and the' 
.public. ' 
, ,This see\ion should'describe how 
thfi school intends-to use the core 
curriculum to.achicvp its goals. The 
staff development. section should . 
show evidence of tralrjlng in improv
ing the school; ; . 

• * 
CORE CURRICULUM - Student 

achievement outcomes are to be de1 

fined! Courses, units of study, in
structional materials and assess
ment strategics will be listed. 

The State Board of Education h.is 
produced a "model" core curricu
lum. The local school may vary from 
the state model but must explain the 
difference. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT -
Results of local student competency 
tests, state and national tests will be 

reported. Where possible, there 
should be three-year comparisons. 

Examples: Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program test-results for 
math and reading in grades 4, 7 and 
10; MEAP science results for grades 
5, 8 and 11; American College Test
ing results; Scholastic Aptitude tests. 

STUDENT RETENTION - The 
law defines this as the proportion of 
students who enter 9th grade and 
complete 12th. 

, The data should include not only 
graduation rates but transfers in, 
transfers out and transfers to adult 
ed. The state svants details on drop
outs in order to target assistance. 

ACCREDITATION STATUS - . 
Since this is the first year of state 
accreditation of buildings, no com
parisons wjll be possible.; <, 
" Many'high sbhools have dual ac
creditation from the University of 

.'Michigan and the North'CentralAs-
sociatlpn of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools.- Schools in a '̂ warhedV&ta-
tus — in danger of losing accredita
tion,— must report the,status'and' 
steps they are'taking to maintain-ao 
creditation. . . ' 

SPECIALIZED .SCHOOLS - A. 
district that operates specialized 
schools must describe then}, indicat- ' 
ing their purpose,' enrollment num
bers,' procedure for enrolling and 
how well goals are being met. 

PARENT CONFERENCES 
The report should show the number 
and percentage of parents (or guard
ians) who attend conferences with 
teachers. 
'. Research shows student achieve

ment improves with regular parent-
teacher communication. 

FOR THE GIANT 
TRUCK 

School spending OK, panel says 
!L ByD«rr»HCl*m 

staff writer 

A citizens panel formed to audit 
Waync-WcstlAhd school district 

finances found "no areas of gross 
mismanagement," prompting the 
committee to recommend higher 
taxes to case a severe budget 
crunch. 

The panel also found that local 
teachers "arc. not "overpaid," despite 
a public, backlash over a contract 
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