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Students
tc march

-Yi‘_--‘..

 Plan to take
tc sudewalks

- Byﬂamt! Clom_ .
' staff writer.

Wayne-WestIand students will not

be allowed to use clty streets for a

~ parade in which they hope-to win

~ publie support for a school tax in-
- crease. -

Students, seeking support for a tax E

fncrease that could avert sweeping
program cuts, had planned to march
along Westland streets during a late-
afternoon parade on Friday, June 7.
_But their hopes were dashed Mon-
day night, when the Westland City
‘Council told them that they would .
have to march on sldewalks and

avold blocking streets during the pa- .

rade.

—Tltamovecame_g the council de-

cldedina 6 l vote to allow students

, o proceed J;Ide-
>~ -walks. The parade Is designed to win
public support for & 7.75-mill tax
proposal on the June 10 ballot, = -~

Council member Thomas Artley
cast the sole opposing vote.

“The main reason I voted against
it is because I feel that the school
administration is using the children,
as well as some of the (pro-tax} citi-
zens committees, to support the mil-
lage when they (school officials) are

the ones who should really be ac-.

countable for why there Isn't enough
money-1o run the schools,” Artley
sald. = .
“They're pufting the pressure on
the kids to force their parents to go
for this millage, when it has already
failed three times,” Artley added.

THREE PROPOSED school tax
- increases have falled since February

1990, and -school offlcials have || -
placed the latest proposal om the — o

June 10 ballot in a last-ditch effort
to avert massive budget cuts. -

Cily officials, in denying the stu-
dents’ request to march on cily

._.._._.streets, voiced concerns about poten- .. | .

tial traffic hazards during the pa-
rade, planned for 4 p.m. Friday,
~June 7.

“That would tle up a lot of traf- .
fic.” Artley said.
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By Darroll Clam
staff writer

Wayne-Westland school officlals

--..Monday slashed. 83 more employees

from the financlally troubled dis-

~ ‘I hate to vote for this. I . .
~-don’t know how we're - ..
.going to get lhrough ,
”"8. ' SR

trict’s” workforce, amidcontinuing———
+ " — Kathleen Chorbag:an

budget. cuts that one board member
called “devastating.”

The board approved the layoff of - ‘
"54 teachers, 10 teaching assistants,
18 paraprolessionals'and ‘one secre- -

tary during a special session. The
layoffs are effective July 1.

“Ihate to vote for this," Board
Member Kathleen Chorbagtan sald,
noting that some of the workers have
been employed by the dlstrtct for 23
years.

The latest cuts came. one. month
after the board approved the layoff
of 44 other workers, including 34 bus
drlvers, seven custodians and three

board member”’ .

planied next school year [n many
programs and services, such as elim-
“inating busing, sports and music pro-
grams and reducing the high schoo)
}nstructlonal day from six hours to
ive .

“THIS IS devastattng,” Chorbagt
an said, after the board approved the
latest budget cuts in a 6-1 vote Mon--

TNETITATITS.
Monday's action raised to 137 the
number of employees laid off since

~April15.__

day
Among the seven board members
only Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek voted

against the layoffs, saying alterna ‘
tive budget-cutling measures had
not been adequately explored.

Teaming up -
Comblntng their time and equipment ta‘cut
the front fawn are David Timmerman and his

* son, Anthony, 2, who is using a Fisher-Price
~medel. The Timmermans, who live on Carl-

mornlng

gon between Ford and Marquelte, were ob-
served doing their lawn wo:k Saturday

“Unless votets approve a 7.75-mill
tax proposal on June 10 and the mas-
sive cuts -are reversed, Chorbagian
sald, “I don't know how we're going
to get through this.”

The layoffs followed decp cuts

~ Board Prestdent Mathew-MeCusk oo
er siressed during Monday’s session
that the staff cuts “do not sit well
with any member of this board.” ..

Please turn to Page 2

City clears way
to expand mall

By Darrell Clem

. staff writer

A divided Westland City Council

ﬁAUL HURSCHMANNIstaﬁ photographef

®

narrowly approved an $11.6 milllon-
plan Monday to boost commercial
development, including a proposed
Westland Center expansion. . '

Four council members favored a
plan to spur-economic growth_by
spending money to expand the mall,

- widen Central City Parkway as it

loops north from Warren to Wayne
Road, and imstall streetlights along
severa! clty roads. ’

Three council members opposed

it, falling one vote short of stalling
the projects made possible by
amending the city’s Tax Increment -
Fmance Authority. :

" The TIFA uses taxes colle'ctedtmtw i
designated district, which Iincludes
the mall, to fmance projected pubilc
improvements. -

Council members Kenneth Mehl
Thomas Brown, Charles- Ptckering
“fand Terri Reighard Johnson sup-
ported the TIFA amendment, while
council members Thomas Artley
Ben DeHart and Sandra Cicirell]
were opposed.

Piease tum to Page 4

Board hopeful would axe school chief, cut contract

By Darrell Clem
staff writer

>

A Wayne-Westland .school board
candidate wants to fire Superintend-
ent Dennls O'Nelll and keep tax-in-
crease campalgns out of schools as
ways of restoring the board’s credi-

tmp m———

compeung for two four-year terms:
agrccd that-the board’s credibility

‘. has deterforated. 'Moreover, some.

blamed the image problem for the
“ board's inabllity to win voter ap+

: - proval of three consecutlvc tax pm

posals.” .

‘Board hOpe[uls dlscussed cfforts
to improva the board's credibllity in
a group interviewheld by ‘the Ob-

T ~J " server.
3 N ? :

Candldétc I,aurel Raisanen. 48, a
Westland reslident” who has bexcn

.- highly - -critical of Superlntendent

$91-0900

O'Nelll, called for an immedlate

. gearch for a new schools chlef.

Ralsancn also encouraged a board
policy to prohibit teachers and other
school employces from campaigning
while on the Job for higher taxes.

Students should not be told to urge .

thelr parenis to suppoit tax propos-
als, she sald.

Ra!sanen, an Obscwcr & kccen-
trle production department employ-
¢e, also suggested the board should
'rcplace its auditing firm, Plante & -
Moran, ‘and become more acgount-—
“able for its speclal revenies fund.

Candidate Randolph Blouse, 37, a
Westland musle teacher, sald réplac-
Ing board members with new leader-
ship “would go a long way"” toward

also suggested that board meetings
should be broadcast on local cable to

~  afr the issues.

. Board members also should try to
reopen a teacher contract, settled in
February, that led to an 11.9-percent
raise over two years, Blouse sald.
Rencegotiating the pact and lowering
the ralses would improve the credi-
bility of the board, which has cere

“under fire for the contract Blouse.

satd _ - v

[ 4

BOARD IIOPFFUL ’l‘crry Hewer, ’

-a 38-year-old truck deiver and West-
-~ land - resident,’

ple” who disagree with Board decl-

~sions, and he said such behavior has\'

damaged the board’s credibility:
Hewer cncouragcd board mem-

criticized ‘eurrent -
. hoard members {61 "tnsu]tlng Peo- -

bers to stop the publlc insults and try

-to improve communications.
Westland resident John Albrecht,
40,-a vice president’s assistant at

Dearborn Sausage, also sald board

members “should stop insulting the

people who are concerned,” particu-

larly senior citizens.

should “let them know that they are
_‘part of this” district, he said. .

" Morcover, Albrccht called on
- board members to make the public
.more aware_of ' school issues: by

Ay
Candldhte Albert “Ed" 'Purncr.

. agreed that board members should
make themsclves mote accessible, Iin

'part by vislting schools once a month _

The board

spending 1 more time in thc comtmuni~

§7-ycar-old' Westland, resident and
retired American Alrlines w0rkcr,‘

and seeking tnput from teachers and
students.

The board also should scck. ways
to improve communication with par-

ents, who should have more input in

school matters, Turner sald. '"Com-
munication is the whole secrel to
credibility.” .

" - INCUMBENT SHARON Scott, a -
" 81-year-old-Westland resident. scek-

ing her third term, admitted that

“school board members Jack a solld -
public* relatlons plan, and shc said
- -the board should v.ork onit.

.Howcver, Scott: stressed

crs recelved lower™ pay- fncreases

than thclr counlcrpwrts in\other'

‘
Ch

SCHOOL
BoARD
| RACE

!

» Wa)ne County dlstricts ‘
Scott atso held out hopc that Pub-

lic ‘Act 25, which will require mor¢ -

citizen lnput and a bullding lmprovc«

" that .- ment plan at every school, \slll help

tcacher ratses shold not,damage-
the board’s credibility, even Amid a
-budget crunch, becavse local teach.

the board’s credibility,.
Westland resident F‘rnest
‘Hallmark, ‘a 44-year-old General _'

.- "\totors mcchantu. sajd the board

Preaso turn to Page 2

Candldatcs agrce Less pclutlcs is: prcgress

ay Dmoll Clem
staff writer

-Less politics, more community in-
volvement and better school distrlct
management would help restore the
Wayne-Wesiland school board’s
credibility, sald six candidates com.-
peting for a two-year term.

The board has come under public

fire for what many ciilics percelve-

as a lack of credibility — an Issue
that board candidates sceking clec-
tlon June 10 discussed in interviews
with the Observer, .

Appolnted to a board vacancy last

‘Tf'cistﬁing board‘t:rcdlbmty, and hu '—!all*‘mmct‘ltcddy rwyearcld“'"

L

Westland fire batm_llon chief, sug-
gested better communteation with
citizens to fmprove board crediblli-
ty.

Noting that most distrlct restdents
don’t attend board mectings, Reddy
sald, “we have to make sure that ev-

eryonc knows _cxactly what's going
on In the schools.”

Reddy suggested that Public Act

=25 {a new state law desfgned to ln-

prove the quality of public schools)
will help restore board eredibllity
because it will require more cltizen

and school ecmployee input in school

~ mafters.

\

Westland, a 40-year-old sentor con-
sultant for Bull Information Sys-
tems, called for more board accoun-
tability as a way to Improve credi-
bility.

Hagelthorn also suggested that
board members must make them
sclves readily available to the public
and find ways to make the distriet’s
citizens more aware of what hap

" pens at board micetings. "

CANDIDATE LINDA Pratt, 43-

ycar-old owner of Baker's Acre-

again called for a “Chicago-style”
approach In which efforts to_im.

~Candidate Frcdrtc Hagclthorn of—provc communleations- wou!d bo ‘“a.

two-way strect”  belween board
members and district residents. '

Citizens and school employeed
“nced to have ownershlp in the
whole process,” Pratt sald. Other
wise, she sald, ”thcr«. will be morale
problems.”

The cffort "is golng to have to in-
volve a lot of effort on behall of a lot
of people,” Pratt, a chl]nnd resl:

-dent, she sald— ——

Candidate Fred Warmbler ot
Wayné, a 7L-ycar-old retired Detroi} .
Fdison worker and former sche
board mcmhcr of 16 years, sald the

- ~~—-&

T T T T Pleaso tunto | Pmez R




2A(W)

QO&E Thursday, May 23 1991 N

Layoff

Coptlnued Irom Page 1° 124 the total number

ent of ciployee servlces.
School principals planned to begtn notify-

ing those affected by the layoffs on Tues-

l{o“ever, board meinbers have indlcated”
~ the only budget area they can cut is among  day.
~ school personnel, which account for about - The cmployee group suffering tbe most
~-=~<8Q percent of the distrlct's budget N Iayon‘s were teachers, who lost 54 positions
' " The staff cuts were made after school of- from the current 947-membér— teachtng—
ficials met In several sesslons with leaders  workforce, Taylor sald.
of the Wayne-Westland Edycation Associa- -
lion sard Bill Taylor, dsso<,‘latc super]ntend-

. : 3
N ; N y 4"u:
< 4 : . :’Q; »
s i

l

L Contlnuedfrom Pagot :

~ must become more: accountable for
- {ts actions if it expects to restore its
credibility. - :
“Accountability g0eg bancf -In- hand _
" with credibility,” he sald. .~ -~
© Hallmark blamed the boards ac-

- way for layoffs. .

THE LATEST- teacber cuts brought to - Thomas Svitkovtch

E INCUMBENT MATHEW McCusk-
_er, a-55-year-old- Westlangd resident
‘and Ford Motor Co. employee, was

_countabrlity problem on the last
three. failed millage elections and -

*sald the board shoutd “listen to the

‘people”” who have spoken 1OUdlY “the -only candidate who appeared -

against higher taxes. = satlsfied that the-board fas done -
‘T board membmWE‘tar_wn};ﬁt—can-ta—impmmred}bmt

¢, he said, “they are going to have "  at least on a personal level. -

to explain what the money goes for.” ' 1 really dont know how I could

Seventy already were on layoff — many as
a result of budget cuts last year,

The vast majority of the Jatest teacher -
cuts occurred at the junior highs and high
__schools, where program cuts and a redue-
- tlon of the instructional day have pavéd the

of lald-oft teachers

Subjects

assoclate superin

improve my credlbrlity as a board

member." he sald. -

" For 8% years. as a board member
-'he has visited schools and sought in-

put from employees at all levels.

tendent, also volced concerns that 70 teach ,
ers will be “displaced” as a result of the
budget cuts, meaning they will be forced to
switch schools or begin teaching different

Next week, school ofﬁctats will begin
- making preparations to reverse many of the
layoffs in case the 7.75-mill tax proposa
approved at the June 10 clectien. =

Tho tax whlch would be levied for two

jgormer ~ Wayne-Westland - school ,
" poard membcr, “People ‘need to . secretly. And gel out more and talk
- {0 the peopte. If you don't have the .

budget cuts ‘devastating’ to district

years, ‘would cost the average West!and :
" hemeowaer about $233 a year on a $60,0009
house with a ;30 000 state equalizcd valua‘ :

tlon :

The tax proposal marks the fourth placed

feat narrowed to a mere 3 percent In the
most recent electlon on March 18.

hopefut would axe schooi chief, cut contract

"We need everybody lnvolved”'[ Uk

Present board members don’t
‘question "the' adminisiration, sald
iHarblson, a retired sccretary and’

she said.

know that'board members are inde-

a'rd—hurprobably—beer

more- actlve in going out Into 'the .-
communlty than any other board in’

the history of Wayne- Westland "
McCuskersard o

But board hopeful Jeanette Leppa‘
. |

chot I manag ment campalgn |ssue

gested “fresh blood" 13 needed on the

p!er terms to niake 1t easter for citi
- zens to understand. 4

LeBlanc also suggested the board
consider hiring a different auditing
firm than Plante & Moran because
“people don’t believe that the (dis-
trict’s) money is being used as effec- -
tively as it could be.” :

 CANDIDATE KENNETH Raupp
of Westland, a 44 year-old Ford Mo--
tor Co. employee, called for better
district management among board’
members, whom he said also should
be more accountable to the public. =~

Raupp chastised school officials

for making it difficult for some citi- :
Moreover, LeBlanc Indicated tbe
zcn?]ttc:h%b(t’alrsin intformatton they seek - boar d’s credibllity would be :

“ P i)
satht‘]%’sh :lzi:s&letonewallmg, he motivated candidates who owe  no

political favors.. -
“f don’t need to satisfy any affilia-

Continued trom Pagp 1

board‘s credtbility will improve if

- voters, in the June 10 election,

- _choose board members with a varie-
ty of backgrounds and experiences.

- . Board members also should’ re-
..._spond better to citlzens seeking an-
swers to questions about the district,
Warmbier - said. "And the board
should examine student achievement

=7 test scores toseeif-theresults-are——Candidate Richard LeBlanc_ of

.- board 10 reswrc T curunuy

Moreover, Leppa]a, a \Vestland
resident, said the public needs to bet-
“ter -understand the school district
and its problems, and she added that
the board should consider broadcast.
_ing meetings to help educate the
public. T

- Candldate Vicki Welty of Wayne a
_34-year-old part-time instructor at
Eastern Michigan

'board members must begin to “thlnk
~ Independently,” yet work together to

tion in our community,” LeBlanc
said. “I don't carry any exira bag-'
gage with me.” ‘

Westland, a 32-year-old General Mo-
tors metrology lab operator, said the
board’s budget should be put in sim-

what they should be, considering the
amount of money spent on educa-
tion, he said.

Iunch menu for semars

caraway cabbage, carrots mtxed three locations: Westland Frtendshtp -
—fruit-wheat_bread-with- margarine; —Center, 1119 Newburgh at
milk. . Marugette; Whittter Center, on Ann
' ‘ Arbor Trall west of Inkster. Road;
Thursday — Spaghetti with meat- and Kirk of Our Savior Church, on
balls, green beans, tossed salad with  Cherry Hill betweek~Wayne Road

dressing, honeydesw, milk. and Newbu-ct

Tbe senior crtlzen nutntion pro-
.gram will serve these hot meals the
week of May 27:

‘Monday — Closed for the Memori-
-al Day holtday ‘ :

Tuesday — "I‘urkey with gravy,

resolve thedfstrict's—p ..The
board also should stop lashing out at |
its critlcs, she sald.

“We need to get rid of the us-

. versus-them mentalily that we seem

to have right now,” Welty said. - -
She also suggested that board
members spend more

schools, taking time occasionally to

assume the roles of secrelary, bus -

driver and other workers.

CANDIDATE Anne Harblson 62".

of Westland, =zlso indicated that

?rd members need to be more {n-

ependent because “they simply are

- rubber stamps of the administrative

propg;als .

-

- credibility would come from better

- should not have been approved be-
- their jobs, Ristau said.

pendent. And the board neeurto'be‘-communttys-support—-wha OH—
-more tolerant .of people who chalt ‘ :

have"" :

lenge them.” -
Candidate: John - Rtstau 27 ‘a
freelance writer-and Unlverslty of

Michigan * student, said Improved activities.

on the. ballot since February 1980. Three
i i3 proposals failed, though the miarginof de-—

Rowe alsourged the board: “DOn ¢
try to hide thtngs or try to do things

In the next mstat!ment candr-
dates talk about” thelr campatgn T
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management.

teacher pay.raises over two_years

cause nmany teachers are falling at @ h
geruey

{USPS 663-530)

Published every Monday and Thurs.
day by Observer & Eccenlric® Nows-
papers, 36251 Schoolcrafl, Livonia,
M 48150. Second-class poslage

Moreover, Ristau, a Westland rest- -
dent, indlcated thal new board mem-
bers would have more credibility
than present members. “With the
credibility of .the candidate comes
credibility on the board,” he said.

Candidate Kimberly Rowe, 20, a | all mail (subscrlptlon _change of ad-

paid at Livonia, Ml 48151, Address |

rﬁ‘_ﬂ‘—h‘—ea an

SC yoolcralt ~ College—stirdent—and-
Crestwood Dodge employee, encour-

0!8», ruuu auw; 1o-P08Box (‘I(d -

Livonla, Mi 48151. Telephone 591.

aged more commupity invelvement - | 0500.
ielp restore pard credibility. HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
R : Newssland . . per copy, 50¢
' T - _monthly, sa 00

time In

Clarification

All advertising published ln the
Westland Observer Is subject to the
conditions stated in the applicable

“ment, Westtand Observer, 36251
Schoolcraly, Livonla, M1 48150. (313)
591-2300. The Westland Observar
reserves the right not to accept an
advectiser's order. Observer & Ec-
cenlrict ad-takers have no authority
to bind this newspaper and only
publication of an advertisgment shall
constiluto linal acceptance of the

A Wayne-Westland school board
candidates’ story printed Thursday,
May 16, should;haye stated that can-
didate Laurel Ralsanen believes that
2 4-mill tax Increase would include
enough money to protect programs

and pay for teacher salary increas- adverliser's order.

B y —
potatoes wlnter blend vegetables.
dark sweet cherries, biscuit wlth
margarine, milk.

Meals will be served at noon at

mashed atoes, Hallam [
* tables, birthday cake with ice cream,
bread with margarine, milk.

Barbecue ribs,

_ Wednesday

@
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' CITY OF GARDEN CITY, MICHIGAN
' NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NUTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that srated prigocals will te recelyved at tre Ollice of the City Cherk, inthe
Civie Cexnter, €03 MidiTedelt Read, Garden City, Mictigan 48135, Telephone 313 $25-2314, ca or teicre
Tuesday, Juze 4, 1991 0l 3D P, \t for the purctase of the fellowing ftemsr -

. Steel Cudvert Pipe
.. - ) Pol) etbelene Draln Pipe
P ' Vitridled Clay Pipe
s . Coscrele Pipe -
Calch Bario Brick 324 Black
Gasollve
Yedlcle Lease
Street Marklag Palat

Progosals rmust be submitlod o2 forms furnlshed by the City Clerk, In a ‘alcd eayelope endorsed with
the ttle of the ltem ¢n wh! rb) (arg bldding, 1.¢), “Sealed Bid for Corcrets Pipe

The City reserves 2 p13%t {0 eyl «f reject any or 1) bldy, fa wicle or L: part 274 o waive aay
- Informalites wien 4=~ 3n (r2 best ~terest el ke Cily. )

R.D.SHOWALTER,
Gity Clerk-Teeassret

\

Publish: May 2)
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THIS SUMMER...AND PASS
NEXT FALL."

Summemmc is fun time and afgood time to get a htad start on |
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