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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Campaigning: Two Republicans 
are campaigning for the,18th state 
House district nomination in next 
week's primary. Where do they 
stand on abortion, jobs and school 
aid?/2b 

On the move: Mayor Thomas is 
getting some exercise as he walks 
through city neighborhoods, but 
he is more interested in hearing 
what homeowners are saying than 
the exercise./3A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Race heats up: Incumbent Wayne 
County Prosecutor John 0 'Hair 
says he's up against Detroit May­
or Coleman Young's candidate -
state Sen. Virgil Smith - in the 
Aug. 4 primary. Although it's only 
a primary, the race is decisive be­
cause there are no challengers in 
November. / 5 A 

TASTE 

Start jamming: It can be Christ­
mas in July if you start jamming 
now to make preserves that will 
amaze your friends. Homemade 
preserves make delightful 
gifts./lB 

Winner Dinner: Make-ahead hot 
chicken salad is perfect for special 
summer get togethers when ham­
burgers and hot dogs just won't 
do./lB 

"We believe'*: If Neophyte Na­
tion had a constitution, one of the 
words that would appear in it 
most would be "believe. "/6A 

TRAVEL 

Big Apple: It's more relaxed, but 
New York City doesn 't sleep dur­
ing summer./4B 

In focus: The right binoculars can 
add to the enjoyment of many va­
cation trips. /4B 
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A former John Glenn High student was sentenced to a' 
juvenile facility for bis role in the death of a man in­
volved in a drug deal last November. Trials for two 
other defendants have yet to be scheduled. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A 16-year-old Westland boy accused 
in a murder conspiracy has been or­
dered to juvenile incarceration until age 
21, becoming the first of four teens sen­
tenced in a killing behind Adams Jun­
ior High School. 

Gregory Hister, a former John Glenn 
High School student who will turn 17 in 

October, could be released as early as 
his 19th birthday, If he stays out of 
trouble, and completes his schooling 
while imprisoned, a judge ruled Thurs­
day. 

The decision by Detroit Recorder's 
Court Judge Denise Page Hood came 37 
days after ahe found him guilty of as­
sault with intent to do great bodily 
harm less than murder and conspiracy 

to assault. • ; 
Hood had reduced first-degree mur­

der charges that stemmed from the Nov. 
16 shooting death of crack cocaine deal­
er Everett Earl Bowen Jr., 19, of West-
land. Defense attorney Otis Culpepper 
had argued that Hister didn't conspire 
with three other teen9 to kill Bowen. 

Hood could have sentenced Hister as 
an adult, but she chose Thursday to 
sentencehim as a juvenile. 

"I'm happy that it's over, and I'm 
happy that he was sentenced as a juve­
nile," Hister's mother, Tonya, said-out-
side Hood's courtroom Thursday. 

Prosecutors had accused Hister and 
three other Westland teens — Ian 

Bruce Cowen, Jertnaine Stevenson and 
Jerome Omar Ingram — of plotting to 
kill Bowen fh revenge for an earlier fight 
in which Bowen stabbed Cowen's legs 
with, a screwdriver. 

Prosecutors accused the teens of ar­
ranging a supposed drug deal with 
Bowen behind Adams school so they 
could kill him. A companion Qf Bowen, 
20.year-old David Wayne Adkins, ac­
companied him and was shot in the 
head, but survived the 10:30 p.m. inci­
dent. 

On Thursday, Hister's mother said 
she sympathizes with the families of 
Bowen.and Adkins. ^_; 

See TEEN, 2A 

The waters <ine 

ART EMANirBL£/STMt PHOTOGRAPHER 

In the swim: Local youngsters get swim lessons at the Wayne-Westland YMCA> which serves Garden.City, with the help of 
instructor Amy Work, in the water with Melissa Talamonti, 4. Awaiting their turn are Brett Johnson (from left), Justin 
Stoynoff Katie Hartnett, Matthew Leright, Jessica Sanford, Ashia Moore and Jenny Frys, accompanied by lifeguard 
Matt Hoffman. 

Law to prevent future Cooper crises 
BY MARIE CIIESTNEY 
STAFF WRITER 

Under a law signed last week by Gov. 
John Engler, an environmental catas­
trophe that took place at Westland's 
Cooper School shouldn't happen to 
other Michigan schools. 

The new law, pushed by state Sen. 
William Faust, D-Westland, and a Coo­
per parent grassroots group formed after 
news of the contaminated school site 
surfaced last year, makes 6ure no future 
school buildings will be built on toxic 
sites. 

SCHOOLS 
The school, on Ann Arbor Trail be­

tween Middlebelt and Ann Arbor Trail 
in the Livonia school district's north­
east corner, was built in the 1960s on 
top of a former landfill. 

"Passage of this bill Is the first step 
towards achieving the goal of toxic-free 
schools in Michigan," said Faust, 
whose district all of Westland. "I am 
glad to sec that the environmental safe­
ty of our children is a high priority in 

this state." 
The law requires districts to take cer­

tain 6teps before-constructing a school 
building or renovating an existing one. 
It applies to alLr#n<r7ations or addi-
tions costing more than $10,000. 

In the past, districts could construct 
any type of building or outdoor recre­
ation area without an environmental 
site investigation. 

The school district closed Cooper 
School in June 1991 after soil tests 
done by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources showed soil on the 

school grounds to be contaminated with 
PCBs, lead, cadmium, mercury. arsenicV 
DDT and cyanide. 

A fence- now surrounds the entire 
school grounds. 

The law requires a school board to do 
the following before building a facility, 
expanding one, or building an outdoor 
playground area to be used by young­
sters: •.'-. ' . . - • " 

• Conduct a visual inspection of the 
land on which the school will be built. 

• " • ' . ' . See LAW, 4A 

2 workers put on leave after abuse complaint 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER . 

Two employees of the Wayne-West-
land Family YMCA have been placed 
on leave with pay after a complaint that 
a 3-year-old bqy.was physically abused 
by them. 

The workers were put on leave after Y 
officials received a written report from 
another staff member about the alleged 
abuse, said program director Mary Rose 
Cartwright. 

The YMCA's service area includes 
Garden City. ' 

YMCA 
Westland police are investigating, 

but details remained sketchy Friday af­
ternoon, Sgt. Laura Moore said. 

Sexual abuse was not invoked, and 
the complaint indicated that the boy 
may have been "slapped around," 
Moore said. 

A preliminary police investigation 
has found no clear signs that the boy 
had been abused, but YMCA officials 
said they learned of the allegation Fri­

day — 11 days after it was supposed to 
have occurred. 

"Jt appears it's just a simple as­
sault," Moore said. "There was no inju­
ry — at least not that we saw." 

Friday afternoon, Y officials were still 
searching for answers. 

"At this point, we do not know exact­
ly when this happened," Cartwright 
said. "We assumo it happened here (fit 
the YMCA), but I don't really know. 

"We just learned about it this morn­
ing," she said Friday. 

Both Cartwright and Moore ques­

tioned why it took II days for the com­
plaint to surface. 

"That's the odd thing about it," Cart­
wright said. 

She said.she could not identify the 
names of any employees involved in the 
alleged Incident, - ' : '' 

Mopre Indicated she would have more 
information about the alleged Incident 
lato this week. She wasn't yet sure 
whether the complaint could be sub­
stantiated; 

Local Y officials would have.no addi­
tional comment on the complaint. 

Longer hours 
Want to take care of Westland City Hall business 

but can't get there before it closes at 5 p.m.? Starting 
this week, the building will be open from 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesdays through Aug. 26.The longer hours will 
be available on a (rial basis to better servo resldonts, 
Mayor Robert Thomas said. Departments to be open 
for the public on those afternoons are assessor, 
fihance, city clerk, personnel«»well as the mayor's 
office. People will be able to conduct business as well 
as receive answers to questions, Thomas said. 

Holiday time 
City offices and the district court will be closed 

Tuesday, Aug. A, for the primary election. City and 
court worker* have a paid holiday on election days. 

PLACES&FAGES 
Reunion 

Former employees of Wayne County General Hos­
pital will hold their annual reunion Saturday after­
noon, Aug. 15, on Hines Drive just west of Outer 
Drive. The hospital served western Wayne County 
residents for decades before It was sole} by the county 
in the mid-1980s, The bullying Is now owifted and 
operated by Oakwocd Health Services as ft part of 
Annapolis Hospital. The reunion will bo from noon 
to 6 p.m, with a potluck luncheon at 1p.m. The event 
Is also open to relatives and friends of former em­
ployees. 

Picture perfect 
4im ProbeUkl of Westland won first priie and an 

honorabto merttlon In the Annual Michigan Renais­
sance Festival photo contest. His awards were in the 
black and white category. Photos will be displayed in 
tho Fisher Building lobby, fretrblt, from July 28 ; 
through Aug.12. The festival will open Aug. 15 
through Sept; 27 In northern Oakland County. 

Singer corning 
Bert <>>ndroh;khown aa''The Sorig Bird of West-

land," will perform at the Wayne Ford Civic League 
hall, 1661N. Wayne R^ad.flouth of ford, Sunday 
afternoon, Aug. 1 Accompanied by the Avalon»,Con-
drort, a tofipr, will start the performance at rjoon. Ad-, 
mission is 13 for members and 15 for non^mernkera. 
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BYDARRELLCLKM 
STAFF WRITER 

R e p u b l i c a n 
Richard Delonis 
supports efforts to 
overturn the land­
mark U.S. Su­
preme Court deci: 

sion in Roe vs. 
Wade that pro­
tected abortion 
rights. 

"It all comes back to my Catholic 
upbringing," said Delonis, a pro-life 
proponent who views the controver­
sial court decision as "judicial ac­
tivism." 

Delonis, a 25-year-old law clerk, 
doesn't shy away from controversial 
issues in his quest to unseat long­
time state Rep. Justine Barns, D-
Westland, in the newly formed 18th 
District which includes most of 
Westland and three precints in the 
northeast corner of Canton Town­
ship. 

Unopposed in the Aug. 4 primary, 
Barns is guaranteed a spot on the 
Nov. 3 ballot. To challenge her, 
however, Delonis must beat oppo­
nent Steven Cabrera in the contest­
ed GOP primary. 

In separate interviews with the 
Observer, the Republican candi­
dates last week responded to ques­
tions about abortion, school fund­
ing, property taxes, the economy 
and their chances of unseating 
Barns in the fiercely Democratic 
district, 

Delonis believes he can defeat 
Barns because he's campaigning 
diligently to get his GOP platform 

across in a district that he says is 
incumbent-weary. 

Unlike his GOP opponent, De-
jpnis hasn't called for an end to the 
so-called "Robin Hood" method of 
correcting school funding inequities 
among districts. But, in/ shifting 
money from richer to poorer dis­
tricts, Delonis stressed that it's im­
portant to minimize the negative 
impact on districts. 

"1 think we really need to listen 
to the citizens of all the districts," 
he said. 

Delonis also supports the tax-
base sharing plan that shifts money 
among districts, though he said leg­
islators need to make it clear the 
money comes from industry — not 
from homeowner property taxes. 

Delonis also favors Gov. John 
Engter's "cut-and-cap" plan to 
slash the school portion of property 
taxes by 30 percent and limit annu­
al assessment increases to 3 percent 
or the rate of inflation. 

In addition, Delonis suggested 
that property assessments could be 
based on the value of homes at the 
time they are resold. jp 

As he has campaigned, Delonis 
has found taxes to be the top con­
cern among voters. But he coupled 
that concern with the need to spur 
the economy and create more jobs 
in Michigan. 

To that end, Delonis favors roll­
ing back some governmental regula­
tions and creating more incentives 
to lure business and industry to 

Richard Delonis 

ij Flame: Richard Delonis 
L_ Residence: Westland 
L J Age: 25 

•J Occupation: Law clerk for 
Stringari, Fritz, Kreger, 
Ahearn, Hunsinger, Bennett 
& Crandall ol Detroit. 

o Education: Expects law 
degree in December at 
Wayne State; B.A. in 
psychology, University of 
Michigan-Dearborn; Detroit 
Catholic Central High. 

G Activities: Student Trial 
Advocacy Program, Donald 
E. Barris trial competition; 
dean's list; Army Reserve 

• Officers Training Corps; 
Fruehauf Corp. Medal for 
outstanding academic 
achievement. 

Michigan — and keep them here. 
He specifically called for efforts to 
ease restrictions on smalt business. 

Delonis criticized Lansing in­
cumbents who've failed in their ef­
forts to stabilize the economy, and 
he predicted that an anti-incum­
bent fever at the state and national 
levels could boost his campaign. 

Teen from page 1A 

"I'm sorry that anybody was hurt 
or deceased. I'm sorry for their fam­
ilies, and I'm keeping them in my 
prayers," she said. 

In sentencing Hister, Judge Hood 
also ordered him to have no contact 
with the Bowen and Adkins fami­
lies. 

Hood didn't choose the juvenile 
facility where Hister will be incar­
cerated, saying she will let the De­
partment of Social Services decide; 
Culpepper hopes Hister won't be 
placed in a. maximum-security fa­
cility. 

Before Hood announced the sen­
tence, Culpepper had portrayed 
Hister as one of "too many young 
black men" who are raised without 
a father figure. 

"It does make a difference," Cul­
pepper said, because young blacks 
sometimes "lose their direction, 
and they turn to their peers for di­
rection. I think that's what hap­
pened to Mr. Hister." 

j~Dee-0-Gee f s~J 
I Featuring I 

| WESTLAND 'ULTIMATE" DOG FOOD j 
the gr«n, blue & pink bag 

Robert Hood, assistant Wayne 
County prosecutor, didn't argue 
against Culpepper's motion to have 
Hister sentenced as a juvenile. Re­
ports from the DSS and the Recor­
der's Court clinic had recommended 
juvenile sentencing. 

In another development, Judge 
Hood has scheduled another of the 
three teens for senterrdng July 29. 
A jury last month gave Cowen, 17, a 
harsher conviction, finding him 
guilty of second-degree murder and 
conspiracy to assault. The former 
John Glenn student could face a 
maximum sentence of life in prison. 

The judge hasn't announced 
whether she will sentence Cowen as 
an adult or juvenile. He was 16 
when Bowen was killed. 

The other two teens, Stevenson 
and IngTam, both 18, were adults 
when the killing occurred-

Stevenson, who attended John 
Glenn, and Ingram, a Cherry Hill 
alternative center student, haven't 
yet been scheduled for trial. Their 
attorneys have filed a yet-to-be-de­
cided motion to suppress state­
ments the teens made to police 
about Bowen's death. 

Court proceedings have implicat­
ed. Stevenson in firing the two shots 
that struck Bowen in the face and 
back. He also has been blamed for 
firing the bullet that remains 
lodged in Adkins' head. 

Defense attorneys have argued 
that Hister and Cowen merely 
wanted to fight Bowen and didn't 
know that Stevenson and Ingram, 
had a "private agenda" to bring a 
gun and rob him. 

Stevenson and Ingram could be 
sentenced to life in prison if con­
victed. 
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I WITH THIS COUPON 
I 8 1 1 Inkster Rd. . 

(Between Ford Rd. & Cherry Hill) 
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He got his typewriter with 
money he earned delivering 
his hometown newspaper. 
Be an Observer & Eccentric 
carrier, call: 

691-0500 
J 

FAIRWOOD MEDICAL CLINIC 

dua£cty fao&A, eaA* fy fivfedtiMafa tvA* cox* 

Elliott I. Greenspan, D.O. Internal Medicine 
Jack W. Pearl, 0 .0 . Allergy & Asthma 
Michael H. Yard, D.O. Family Practice 

• FREE TRANSPORTATION In most areas • 
91377 Haggorty • Plymouth • (313) 451-0070 

We provide... 
• Full physicals 
• Cardiac & Hypertension 

management 
• Cardiac stress testing 
• Lab testing 
• Asthma & allergy services 
• X-ray services 
• Diabetic management 
• Colds & Flu _ 
• Ultrasounds 
• Complete family care 
• School physicals $15.00 
• Pap Smears 
• New Extended Evening Hours 

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE 
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By DARREIN CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Republican leg­
islative candidate 
Steven Cabrera's 
s tance aga ins t 
abortion has won 
him the endorse­
ment of the Mich­
igan Right to Life 
organization. 

"1 believe the 
rights of the Constitution extend to 
the unborn," he said. "Those who 
have the most to lose in abortion 
don't have a voice." 

Cabrera, 33, has been outspoken 
about his views in his campaign to 
unseat state Rep. Justine Barns, D-
Westland, in the newly formed 18th 
District that includes most of West-
land and three precincts in Canton 
Township. 

His first mission, however, is to 
defeat rival Richard Delonis in the 
Aug. 4 GOP primary, in hope of 
winning Barns' House seat in the 
November general election. Barns is 
unchallenged in the primary-

Cabrera, an employee of Michi­
gan National Bank's sales and real 
estate finance division, talked with 
the Observer last week about such 
issues as abortion, school funding, 
property taxes, the economy and his 
chances of unseating Barns. 

Cabrera has made education his 
top priority Although he supports 
increased spending, he has de­
manded more accountability for 
both student* and teachers. 

"Anybody who wants to do a good 
job ift their heart has no problem 
with accountability." he said. 

Unlike his GOP opponent, Ca­
brera doesn't favor the "Robin 
Hood" method of -taking money 
from wealthier school districts and 
giving it to poorer ones. He believes 

" schools of choice would create .an 
incentive to improve school fund­
ing. 

Schools that perform better 
would draw the attention of parents 
and students. "Dollars will follow 
the students," he said. 

Noting that "money doesn't solve 
everything," Cabrera also suggested 
more school-business partnerships 
and parental involvement. 

For taxpayers, Cabrera favors the 
governor's plan to cut the portion of 
taxes for schools by 30 percent and 
limit annual increases to 3 percent 
or the rate of inflation. He has 
adopted that stance "not just be­
cause I'm a Republican, but be­
cause it makes sense." 

Wayne-Westland, among other 
districts, has a high tax rate but has 
declined in performance, Cabrera 
said, and that has made it difficult 
for citizens to support higher taxes. 

"We're so spoiled by saying the 
only way to solve a problem is to 
throw more money at it," he said. 
While spending on education is im­
portant, it, alone, won't rescue 
schools, he said. 

Like his opponent, Cabrera also 
supports efforts to create more in­
centives for business and industry 
in order to improve Michigan's 
economy. By creating more jobs, the 
state would have more workers who 
would be paying more taxes, he 
said. 

Steve Cabrera 

'.''_ Name: Steven Cabrera 
'.Z Residence: Westland 

Age: 33 
Occupation: Michigan 
National Bank sales and real 
estate division. 

. Education: Business degree, 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn; John Glenn High 
School. 

Activiliesj-Wayne-Westland 
Citizens for Education; 
Wayne County Young 
Republicans; Hispanic 
Business Alliance; state 
convention delegate; 
Westland Republican 
Committee 1989; precinct 
delegate 1990. 

Cabrera believes he can win the 
GOP primary and defeat Barns in 
November. 

"I'm not tied to politics," he said. 
"I'm a newcomer.'! offcT.*omething 
fresh." 

And he leaves voters with a ques­
tion about solving problems: "What 
will the incumbent do in the next 
two years that she hasn't already 
done in the last 10 years0" 

Young athletes get Olympic spirit 
Young athletes will celebrate the of Metropolitan Detroit, will run different YMCAs for a day of sports 

1992 Olympic spirit Aug. 14 during from 10 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. fun. 
a "day camp Olympics" on the Uni­
versity of Michigan-Dearborn cam- Young athletes from the Livonia: Day camp information can be ob-
pus. Family Y will join more than 1,000 taincd by calling the Livonia Fami-

The camp, hosted by the YMCA school-age children representing 16 ly Y at 2G1 -2161. 
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Bargains Galore and... 

YOU COULD WIN MILLIONS 
Come to any of our 31 participating merchants 
during our sidewalk sale, and you may receive a 
winning lottery ticket*(while supplies last) 
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Mayor walks to hear concerns 
BY DARRELX CLEM -
STAFF WRITBR-

When Mayor Robert Thpmas campaigned for his 
job, he;promised to make government more accessible 
to Westland citizens. . . , 

Now, 2¼-years into his four-year term, the 41-year-
old mayor says he has kept his word. 

List Tuesday, Thomas walked through a neighbor' 
hood near Marshall Junior High School, stopping at 
residences and on the street to talk to Westland citi­
zens about their problems and concerns. 

It marked the second of four neighborhood walks t>/#" 
mayor has planned for this year, continuing a meet-
the-people program he launched in fr990. He visited 
about 25 homes Tuesday in an area southeast of 
Wayne and Cherry Hillroads. 

"One of-the promises I made to people is that we 
would open up government, be more accessible to the 
people and talk to them," Thomas said. "1 promised 
myself that, and I promised the people that." 

The neighborhood walks are part of a three-pronged 
effort to make it easier for people to air their concerns. 
Each month, Thomas also conducts town hall meet­
ings and appears on local cable television for a live 
call-in program. 

On the walks, Thomas has usually been accompa­
nied by some of his directors, such as the police chief, 
the public services director and the finance director. 
He also brings along his two secretaries so they can 
take notes on people's concerns. 

"It's been really worthwhile," Thomas said, "We've 
found some problems that we wouldn't have known 
about. Each neighborhood is individual, and they have 
their own little set of problems." 

Among the more common concerns: 
• Speeding drivers. Many residents worry that 

children could be hurt because some drivers ignore 
speed limits in residential areas, particularly on busy 
roads like Wildwood, Avondale and Bayview. 

• T êe trimming. Some people say the city Wasn't 

Monthly walk: 
Kathleen 

Frost chats 
with Mayor 

Robert 
Thomas 

(left) and 
Carl Clark, 
public ser­

vices direc­
tor, during 

the mayor's 
monthly 

neighbor­
hood walk. 

kept its trees trimmed. In some neighborhoods, resi­
dents complain that Detroit Edison has "butchered" 
trees. • ' . * . . 

• Crime. Citizens.consistently vqlce worries about 
vandalism, break-ins and other crimes. 

• Road and sidewalk repairs. Some people point 
.out potholes, or areas where sidewalks may have buc­
kled. 

• High taxes. Residents sometimes tell the mayor 
they're tired of paying high taxes — a concern that was 
more widespread when the Wayne-Westland school 
board last year sought "-*- and finally won — a tax 
increase. 

Thomas tries to talk with residents of all ages. 
"Sometimes wê ll stop and talk to kids on the street," 
he said. 

Thomas has found that some people are too busy to 
talk — even to the mayor — but he said he's never 
been treated rudely. He's a little surprised that no one 
has been rude, because with each decision he makes, 
he pleases some people and angers others. 

Some of Thomas' critics have, on occasion, ques­
tioned some of his efforts to be visible to the public. 
He has appeared on cable to denounce city council 
members when they opposed him on certain issues. 

Some council members have viewed such actions as 
unnecessarily political. At one point, council members 
Kenneth Mehl, Thomas Brown and former member 
Thomas Artley responded to the mayor's stinging on-
air criticism by appearing on cable themselves to rebut 
his charges. 
. Still, Thomas hopes that, overall, his efforts to be 
accessible to the public will be viewed as progressive, 
positive — because it's a promise he said he plans to 
keep. 

In a more recent move, city officials have begun 
keeping city hall open from 5-7 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
starting this week, to make it more accessible to peo­
ple. City Hall will remain open Wednesday evenings 
on a trial basis through August. 
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Council, mayor fued brews 
over role of service bureau 
BY LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR 

The Westland City Councifand 
Mayor Robert Thomas are gearing 
for a collision on the role of the Mu­
nicipal Service Bureau, organized 
nearly 15 years ago as a way for the 
city to provide municipal services at 
a lower cost. 

But the MSB represents a poten­
tial legal problem and could ulti­
mately cost the city money when 
bureau employees ariU the city are 
sued. 

The mayor wants to cancel all 
MSB contracts and have the city 
take over the bureau's operating the 
municipal golf course and sports 
arena as well as the crossing guard 
service. 

Council president Charles Pick­
ering told the Observer last weeTt 
that the council feels the MSB 
should be retained. If there is an in­
surance liability or legal problem, 
those can be handled without get­
ting rid of the bureau.-

The council has scheduled a pub­
lic study session for 7 tonight in 
City Hall to discuss the issue. 

The dispute surfaced last week 
when the mayor wrote the council of 
the legal problem, cited by Eric 
Smith, attorney for the firm of 
Cummins and McClorey which rep­
resents the city on liability matters. 

There Is currently a civil suit 
pending against the city and the 
bureau based on the actions of 
Sports Arnea employees. 

The basic problem, Smith said In 
a letter.to city finance director Mi­
chael Gorman is that the bureau, 

CITY HALL 
organized as a private, non-profit 
organization, doesn't have the same 
governmental immunity protection 
in liability suits as city employees 
and officials. 

"The end result is greater ex­
pense to the city in having to defend 
thse cases and greater exposure for 
liability as well," said Smith in his 
letter. 

Gorman wrote the mayor earlier 
this month that the director "had 
been expressing my concerns on the 
government immunity issue to you 
and to council for some time." 

In his letter to the council. Mayor 
Thomas recommended: 

• The city cancel all contracts 
with the bureau for the operating of 
the golf course, arena and crossing 
guards. 

• The city "immediately take 
over the operation of the golf course 
ami area under the direction of the 
parks and recreation director." 
Thomas said he reviewed that pos­
sibility with George Gillies, his 
newly appointed mayoral assistant 
who was previously the recreation 
director for seven years. 

The administration "is confident 
that additional monies (needed to 
operate the course and arena) would 
be minimal," said Thomas. 

"We will be able to hire part-time 
employees and would not have to 
gi%-e these jobs to the city unions." 

• Put the crossing guards ser­
vice under the police department. 

In emphasizing the need for a 

change, Thomas reminded the 
council that the golf course, on 
Merrtman south of Cherry Hill, and 
the arena, on Wildwood. south of 
Hunter, are owned by the city. 

If users have problems with ei­
ther facility, "they expect us to pro­
vide them with the answers. It can 
only be labeled as 'poor business 
practice' for the city to have no real 
control over these facilities," said 
the mayor. 

Thomas feels his reasons are "ev­
ident for us to finally live up to our 
responsbility and take control of 
'our' facilities and serve the public 
directly. We do not need to hide be­
hind a cloak called the MSB. 

"Besides, with the possibility of 
legal problems coming soon, we will 
have no choice." 

The mayor wrote the council that 
the legal problems facing the bu­
reau will continually get worse. 

"In the past years, the MSB has 
served its intended purpose suc­
cessfully, allowing the city to oper­
ate the arena, golf course and cross­
ing guards at a reasonable cost," 
Thomas said. 

"However, with the possible 
threat of losing governmental im­
munity (in pending civil suits), 
those costs would skyrocket." 

The bureau was created in the 
late 1970s as a method of providing 
public services with non-union em­
ployees who would be paid less than 
city workers. The bureau has a five-
member board of directors which 
administers the budget,- part of 
which requires a city subsidy, and 
its employees. 

Interim parks director named 
Michael Brewis will be the temporary Westland 

parks and recfeatlon director for the next few months. 
Nominated by Mayor Robert Thomas last week and 

confirmed by the city council, Brewis will'succeed 
George Gillies who was promoted July 1 to the position 
of executive assistant to the mayor. 

Brewis, who was 6n vacation last week, has been a 
recreation department supervisor, assistant supervisor 
or athletic program supervisor during the past 1½ 

years. In his current post of recreation supervisor, he 
was responsible for scheduling and coordinating many 
events and activities. 

During the summer of 1987, he served as a special 
assistant to state Sen. William Faust, DWestland. 

His background also Includes serving as an athletic 
supervisor and assistant program supervisor In the 
recreation department. 

His confirmation is for a maximum of 90 days. 

STAJT PHOTOS BY ART EMAMT.U: 

On the move: Louis Farkas (right) gets a visit from city hall — specifically Mayor 
Robert Thomas, who was visiting the Cherry Hill-Wayne Road area during his month­
ly neighborhood walk program. 
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