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IN THE PAPER

TODAY

Campalgnlng Two Republicans
are campaigning for the 18th state
House district nomination in next
week’s primary. Where do they
stand on abortion, jobs and school
atd?/2A

On the move: Mayor Thomas is
getting some exercise as he walks
through city neighborhoods, but

he is more interested in hearin,
what homeowners are saying than
the exerczse /3A

~ COUNTY NEWS

Race heats up Incumbent Wayne
County Prosecutor John O’Hair
says he’s up agamst Detroit May-
or Coleman Young’s candidate -
state Sen. Virgil Smith - in the
Aug. 4 primary. Although it’s only
a primary, the race is decisive be-

- cause there are no challengers in
November./5A

Start jammlng It can be Chrzst-
mas in July if you start jamming -
now to make preserves that will
amaze your friends. Homemade
preserves make delightful

gifts./1B

‘Winner Dinner: Make-ahead hot
chicken salad is perfect for special
summer get togethers when ham-
burgers and hot dogs }ust won t

do /1B

| “We belleve"' If Neophyte Na-
tion had a constitution, one of the

words that would appear in it
“most would be “belteve. ”/6A

| Big Apple: It’s rnor‘e‘ relexed but
New York City doesn tsleep dur- :
‘ing summer./4B

In focus: The right binoculars. can
add to the enjoyment of many va-
catzon trips. 4B ' |

CleselﬂedsSece.BCD' Pel_'sonals R 7,3
- Awto . ... .8ecs.D Sports.......1C
Crossword . . . . 6B StrcetScene. . . . 8A
Employment . . C,D  Taste. .. .....1B
‘Index'. . .....5B Travel.......4B

Real estate Sccs. B, C
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 16-year-old Westland boy accused
in 8 murder conspiracy has been or-
dered to juvenile incarceration until age
21, becoming the first of four teens sen-
tenced in a killing behind Adams Jun-
jor High School.-

Gregory Hister, a former John Glenn
Righ School student who will turn 17 in

_trouble. and completes his schooling .

. A former John Glenn High student was Sentenced toa
juvenile facility for his role in the death of a man in-

" volved In a drug dea! last November, Trials for itwo
other defendants have yet to be scheduled

October, could be released as early as
his 19th birthday, if he stays out of

while imprisoned, a judge ruled Thurs-
day.
The decision by Detroit Recorder’s

Court Judge Denise Page Hood came 37

days after she found him guilty of as-
sault with intent fo do great bodily
harm less than murder and conspiracy

to assault.
Hood had reduced ﬁret degree mur-

. der charges that stemmed from the Nov.

16 shooting death of crack cocaine deal-
er Everett Earl Bowen Jr., 19, of West-
land. Defense attorney Otis Culpepper
had argued that Hister didn’t conspire
with three other teens to kill Bowen.

" Hood could have sentenced Hister as

~an adult, but she chose Thursday, to -

sentence him a8 a juvenile.

“I'm happy that it's over, and I'm
happy that he was sentenced as a juve-
nile,” Hister’s mother, Tonya, said-out-
side Hood's courtroom Thursday.

Prosecutors had accused Hister and
three other Westland teens — Ian

) 'Bruce Oovsen Jermame Stevehson and
“Jerome Omar Ingram —of plotting. to .

kill Bowen fn reverige for an earlier fight
in which-Bowen stabbed Cowen’s legs
with a screwdriver.

. Prosecutors accused the teens of at-
ranging a supposed drug dea! with

. Bowen behind Adams school so they

could kill him. A companion of Bowen,
20.year-old- David Wayne Adkins, ac--
companied him and was shot in the
head, but survived the 10:30 p.m. inci-

dent.
On Thursday, Histers mother said

she sympathizes with the families of
‘Bowen and Adkins.

“See TEEN, 2A

Matt Ho/[man

The water's fine

1 tn the swlm Local youngsters get swim Iessons at- the Wayne Westland YMCA which serves G'arden City, with the he!p of
instructor Amy Work, in the water with Melissa Talamonti, 4. Awaiting their turn are Brett Johnson (from left), Justin
‘Stoynoff, Katie Hartnett Matthew Lerzght Jesszca Sanford Ashta Moore and Jenny Frys, accompamed by hfeguard

Am Exmum.z/Srm Puomompnzn

BY MARIE Cm,STNF
STAFF WRITER

Under a law mgned last week by Gov.
John Engler, an environmental catas-
trophe that took place at \Vestiand’s

Cooper Schoo! shouldn't happen to

- other Michigan schools.

The new law, pushed by state Sen.
William Faust, D-Westland, and a Coo-
per parent grasstoots group formed after
news of the contaminated school site
surfaced last year, makes éure no future

school bulldmgs will be built on toxic.

sites.

] SCHOOLS

The school, on Ann Arbor Trail be-

_tween Middlebelt and Ann Arbor Trail

in the Livonia school district’s -north-
east corner, was.built in the 19603 on

top of a former landfill. .

" “Passage of -this bill is the first step
towards-achieving the goal of toxic-free
schools.-in  Michigan,”

glad to sec that the environmental safe-
t) of our clnldren is a h;gh priority in

said - Faust, .
whose district all of Westland. “I am

' thls state.”
The law requires districts to take cer- -

tain stéps before-constructing a school
building or renovating an existing one.
It applies to ale ations or addi-
tions costing moré than $10,000.

- In the past, districts could construct

_any type of building or outdoor recre-

‘ation area without an envlronmental

-gite investigation.

- The school district closed Cooper
School .in June 1991 after soil tests
done by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resoutces sho“ed soil on the

Law to prevent future Cooper crises

school grounds to be contammaled with
PCBs, lead, cadmium, mercury, arsenity
* DDT and cyanide. . :
A fence- now surrounds lhe entire
“school grounds

The law requires a “school board to do
the following before building a facility,

expandmg one, or bu:ldmg an outdoor
p]ayground eree to be uscd by 5oung‘
stera :

. @ Conduct a vIsual mspechon ofthe
-Iand on which the school will be buiit.

"~ See I.AW, $A

2 Workers put on leave after abuse complalnt

By D;mnru. CLEM -
STAFFWRITER .

Two employees of the Wayne West-
land Family YMCA have béen placed
on leave with pay after a complaint that
a 3-year-old hgy y was ph)slcelly abused
by them.

The workers were put on leave after Y
officials received a written report from
another staff member about the alleged

_abuse, said program director Mary Rose

Cartwright.
The YMCA's servlce atea includes
Garden Cnty : '

- has found no clear signs that the boy =
had been abused, but YMCA officials-
safd they learmed of the all_eget_lon_ Fri_ .

Westland police are investigating,
but details remained sketchy Friday af-
ternoon, Sgt. Laura Moore sald.

Sexual abuse was not involved, and
the complaint indicated that the boy
may have been "slapped around "
Moore sald.

A preliminary police m\estlgation

“YMCA -

day — Y days after it was supposed to
have occurred.

Tt appears it’s just a sxmple as-
gault,” Moore said. “There was no mju
ry — at least not that we saw.’ )

Friday afternoon, Y ofhcuela were still
searching for answers.

“At this point, we do not kriow exact-
l¢ when this happened,” Cartwright

sald. "“We assumo it happened here (at

the YMCA), but I don’t really know.

“We just learned about it this mo:h~

lng." she said Friday.’

Both Certwnght and Moore ques _

tioned “hy it took 11 deys for the com-
plaint to surface.

“That's the oddithmg about :t " Cart :

wright said.. . -
‘She ‘said’ sl\e could hot: 1dent:fy the

_names of any employees lmolsed in the

alteged incident.
-Moore indlceted she \sould have more

information ‘abolit the alleged Incident

b e -t

late this week. ‘She wasn't yel sute

" whether ‘the complamt could be sub:
stantfated. -

" Local Y ol‘l‘cmls eould ha\e no addn
-‘tional comment on. the wmplexnt

-J.

Longer hou'rs -
Want to take caro of Westland City Hall business .
but can’t get thers before it closes at 5 p.m.? Starting

this week, the building will be open from §-7 p.m.
Wedneddaya through Aug. 26. The foriger hours will

Mayof Robert Thomas sald. Departments to be open

‘| for the publicon thoae nﬁerndons fire assessor,

financeé, clty clerk, personnel as well as the mayor's
a3 rccelve answers to questlons. Thomas sald

Holldey tlme

City offices nnd the distrlct court will be closcd
‘Tuésday, Aug. 4, for the primary election. City and

court workers have a pald holiday on election days.

be available on a trial basis to better sérve tesidonts, -

office. People will be able to conduct business as well

PLACES & FACES

Reunlon

Former employees of Wayno County Generel Hos-
pital will hold thefr annual reunion Saturday after-
noon, Aug. 15, on Hines Drive juat west of Outer
Drive. The hospltal served western Wayne County

residents for decades before It was sold by the vounty
‘In the mid-1980s, The building is now owned and ’

operated by Oakwood Health Services as a part of
Annapolis Hospital. The reunfon will be from noon
10 6 p.m, with a potluck lurichedn at 1 p.m. The event
1s alsa open to rela!lves and frlends of former em:
ployees. : S

: Plcture perfect

im Pmbelekl of Westlend won, ﬂret prlze end én |

'Slnger comlng

honorablo mention in the annual Mlchlgan Rénals.
sance Festival photo contést. His awards werd in the.

black and white category. Photos will be dlapleyed in|
‘the Fisher Buildirig lobby, Detroit, from July 28
through Aug. 12 The festival will open’Aug. 15

through Sept 2 ln northem Oakland Counly.

Bert Condron, lmown as “Tha Song Bud of West :
Yand,” will perform at the Wayne Ford Civic League
hall, 1661 N. Wayne Road; south of Ford, Sunda ay "

afternoon, Aug. 2. Accompanted by the Avalons, Con. |

dron, & Lenor, will start the performance atnodn, Ad..
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Delonis says voters| A8

are weary of taxes

By DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER ,
Republican
Richard Delonis
supports efforts to
overturn the land-
Lola 5| mark US. Su-
B wam™ preme Court deci-
on sion in Roe vs.

Teen _frompage‘

\Wade that pro-

Electi
[ tected abortion

“ft all comes back to my Catholic
upbringing,” said Delonis, a pro-life
proponent who views the controver-
sial court decision as "judicial ac-
tivism."”

Delonis, a 25-year-old law clerk,
doesn't shy away from controversial
issues in his quest to ungeat long-
time state Rep. Justine Barns, D-
Westland, in the newly formed 18th
District which includes most of
Westland and three precints in the’
northeast corner of Canton Town-
ship. ,

Unopposed in the Aug. 4 primary,
Barns is guaranteed a spot on the
Nov. 3 ballot. To challenige her,
however, Delonis must beat oppo-
nent Steven Cabrera in the contest-
ed GOP primary.

In separate interviews with the
Observer, the Republican candi-
dates last week responded to ques-
tions about abortion, school fund-

' iog, property taxes, the economy

and their chances of unseating
Barns in the fiercely Democratic
district,

Delonis believes he can defeat
Barns because he's campaigning
diligently to get his GOP platform

across in a-district that he says is
incumbent-weary.

Unlike his GOP opponent, De-
lonis hasn't called for an end to the
so-called “Robin Hood"” method of
correcting school funding i ities
among districts. But, iy shifting

money . from richer to poorer dis- -

tricts, Delonis stressed that it's im-
portant - to minimize the negative
impact on districts,

“1 think we really need to listen
to the citizens of all the districts,”
he said. :

Delonis also supports the tax-
base sharing plan that shifts money
among districts, though he said leg-
islators need to make it clear the
money comes from industry — not
from homeowner property taxes.

Delonis also favors Gov. John
Engler's “cut-and-cap” plan to
slash the school portion of property
taxes by 30 percent and limit annu-
al assessment increases to 3 percent
or the rate of inflation.

In addition, Delonis suggested

that property assessments could be -
" based on the value of homes at the

time they are resold. g

As he has campaigned, Delonis-
has found taxes to be the top con- -

cern among voters. But he coupled
that concern with the need to spur
the economy and- create more .jobs
in Michigan. »

To that end, Delonis favors roll- -
- he predicted that an anti-incum-

ing back some governmental regula-
tions and creating more incentives

" to lure business and industry to

1A

<

Richard Delonls

= Rame: Richard Delonis
 Residence: Westland
1 Age: 25

. Occupation; Law clerk for
Stringari, Fritz, Kreger,
Ahearn, Hunsinger, Bennett
& Crandall of Detroit.

.t Education; Expects faw
degree in December at
Wayne State; B.A.in -
psychology, University of
Michigan-Dearborn; Detroit
Catholic Central High. -

T Activities: Student Trial
. Advocacy Program, Donald
E. Barris trial competition;
dean’s list; Army Reserve
. Officers Training Corps;
~ Fruehaut Corp. Medal tor
outstanding academic
achievement, = ’

Michigan — and keep them here.
He specifically called for efforts to

ease restrictions on small business.

Delonis criticized Lansing in-
cumbents who've failed in their ef-
forts to stabilize the economy, and

bent fever at the state and national
levels could boost his campaign.

By DaiRreLL CLEM

. STAFF WRITER

T PTAT

Republican leg-
e 722N islative candidate
Steven Cabrera’s
stapce against
abortion has won
him the endorse-
ment of the Mich-
igan Right to Life

’S ’2 organization.

“l believe the
rights of the Constitution extend to
the unborn,” he said. “Those who
have the most to lose in abortion
don’t have a voice.” 4

Cabrera, 33, has been outspoken
ahout his views in his campaign to
unseat state Rep. Justine Barns, D-
Westland, in the newly formed 18th
District that includes most of West-

T

" land and three precincts in Canton

Township.
His first mission, however, is to
defeat rival Richard Délonis in the

Aug. 4 GOP primary, in heope of

winning Barns’ House seat in the
November general election. Barns is
unchallenged in the primary. _
Cabrera, an employee of Michi-
gan National Bank’s sales and real
estate finance division, tatked with
the Observer last week about such

issues as abortion, school funding,

propetty taxes, the economy and his

chanees of unseating Barns.

Cabrera has made education his
top priority. Although he supports
increased spending, - he has de-
manded more accountability for
both students and teachers.

“Anybody who wants to do a good

job iA their heart has no problem

with accountahility.” he said.

Unlike his GOP opponent, Ca-

" brera doesn’t favor -the  “Robin
Hood” method of taking money
from wealthier school districts and
giving it to poorer ones. He believes

* schools of choice would create an
incentive to improve school fund.

ing.

GOP hopefuls in 18th District discuss i
' g | Cabrera endorsed | /8
| by Right to Life

Schools * that perform better

would draw the attention of parents
and students. “*Dollars will follow
the students,” he satd.

Noting that “money doesn’t solve
everything,” Cabrera also suggested
more school-business partnerships
and parental involvement.

For taxpayers, Cabrera favors the
governor's plan to cut the portion of
taxes for schools by 30 percent and
limit annual increases to 3 percent
or the rate of inflation. He has

adopted that stance ‘‘not just be- .

cause I'm a Republican, but be-
cause it makes sense.”

Wayne-Westland, among other
districts, has a high'tax rate but has
declined in performance, Cabrera
said, and that has made it difficult
for citizens to support higher taxes.

“We're 'so spoiled by saying the -
_only way to solve a problem is to~

thraw more money at it,” he said.
While spending on cducation is im-

. portant, it, alone, won't :
schools, he said.

Like his opponent, Cabrera also
supports efforts to create more in-
centives for business and industry
in order to improve Michigan’s
economy. By creating more jobs, the
state would have more workers who
would be paying more taxes, he

said. »

rescue’

ssues ﬁ

>

Steve Cabrera

"~ Name: Steven Cabrera
. Residence: Westland
. Age:33
- Occupation: Michigan
National Bank sales and real
estate divislon.

N

.. Education: Business degree,
University ot Michigan-
Dearborn; John Glenn High
School.

" Activilles:-Wayne-Westland
Citizens for Education;
Wayne County Young
Republicans; Hispanic
Business Alliance; state
convention delegate;
Westland Repubtlican
Commiltee 1989; precinct
delegate 1990.

Cabrera believes he can win the
GOP primary and defeat Barns in

" November.

“I'm not tied to politics,” he said.
“I'm a newcomer. I offct something
fresh.” )

And he leaves voters with a ques.
tion about solving problems: “*\What
will the incumbent do in the next
two years that she hasn't already
done in the last 10 years?™

~ Young athletes get Olympic spirit

“I'm sorry that anybody was hurt
or deceased. I'm sorry for their fam-
ilies, and'.I'm keeping them in my
prayers,” she said.

In sentencing Hister, Judge Hood
also ordered him to have no contact
with the Bowen and Adkins fami.
lies. .

Hood didn’t choose the juvenile
facility where Hister will be incar-
cerated, saying she will let the De-
partment of Social Services decide:
Culpepper hopes Hister won't be
placed in a. maximum-security fa-
cility.

Before Hood announced the sen-
tence, Culpepper had portrayed
Hister as one of “too many young
black men” who are raised without
a father figure.

“It does make a difference,” Cul-
pepper said, because young blacks
sometimes “lose their direction,
and they turn to their peers for di-
rection. I think that’s what hap-
pened to Mr. Hister.”

»
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811 Inkster Rd. .
{Between Ford Rd. & Chercy Hillj

261-1090

N EuDo

'He got hs typewriter with
‘money he earned delivering

- his hometown newspaper.

Robert Hood, assistant Wayne
County prosecutor, didn't argue

" ‘againsl Culpepper’s motion to have

Hister sentenced as a juvenile. Re-
ports from the DSS and the Recor-

“der's Court clinic had recommended

juvenile séntencing_.

“In another development, Judge
Hood has scheduled another of the
three teens for sententing July 29.
A jury last month gave Cowen, 17, 2
harsher conviction, finding him
guilty of second-degree murdér and
conspiracy to assault. The formet
John Glenn stodent could face a
maximum sentence of life in prison.

The judge hasn’t announced
whether she will sentence Cowen as
an adult or juvenile. He was 16
when Bowen was killed.

The other two teens, Stevenson
-and Ingram, both 18, were. adults

when the killing océurred.

Stevenson, who. attended John
Glenn, and Ingram, a Cherry Hill
alternative center student, haven't
yet been scheduled for trial. Their
attorneys have filed a yet-to-be-de-
cided motion to suppress state-
ments the teens made to police
about Bowen's death.

Court proceedings have implicat-
ed. Stevenson in firing the two shots
that struck Bowen in the face and

back. He also has been blamed for -

firing the bullet. that remains

lodged in Adkins’ head.

Defense attorneys have argued
that Hister and - Cowen merely
wanted to fight Bowen and didn't
know that Stevenson and Ingram.
had a “private agenda” to bring a

"gun-and rob him. -

Stevenson and Ingram could be
sentenced to life in prison if con-
virted.
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“FAIRWOOD MEDICAL CLINIC |
. Elliott I. Greenspan, D.O. Internal Medlclne

- Jack W. Pearl, D.O. Allergy & Asthma
Michael H. Yard, D.O, Famlly Practice

professionatt

We provide...
« Full physlcals’
+ Cardiac & Hypartension
management .
_» Cardlac stress testing
* Lab testing
» Asthma & allergy services —
» X-ray services
* Diabetic management

+ FREE TRANSPORTATION In most areas »
9377 Haggerty « Plymouth ¢+ (313) 451-0070

» Colds & Flu
» Ultrasounds

Young athletes will celebrate the
1992 Olympic spirit Aug. 14 during
a "day camp Olympics™ on the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn cam-

pus. .
Thé camp, hosted by the YMCA

of Metropolitan Detroit, will rtun
from 10 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.

Young athléetes from the Livonia,

different YMCAs for a day of sports -
fun. ' ' '

Day camp information can be ob-

Family Y will join more than 1,000 tained by calling the Livonia Fami-

school-age childré_n representing 16

1y Y at 261-2161. e

DOWNTOWN
WAYNE |

ABOUT
15 MINUTES

7%/ MILLION DOLL!
~ SIDEWALK SALE!!!
~July 30, 31 and Au

Bargains Galore and.

YOU COULD WIN MILLIONS

Come to any of our 31 participating merchants
during our sidewalk sale, and you may receive a
winning lottery ticket*(while supplies last)

e WAYNE MERCHANTS

Over 500 Tickets Given Away.
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