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youngsters to take part in sports or extracurricular - -
programs. The proposed fee is much higher than earli
er announced

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER

- It didn’t take long for the Livonia
school district’s new ‘‘pay-to-play”
sports activity fee to jump from $100 to
$140 per sport for high school students.

Official news of the new fee, expected

to be approved Monday by the Lwoma '

1 3 year-old to pedal in pledge of ‘thanks

By DARRELLCLBM -~
STAFF WRITER

‘When he was a ﬁ’rstrgrader. Eric .
Donahue made 8 wigh to go to Disney
World, and it came true.

Now, at age 13, the Westland bo>
wants to help another )oungster live
out a dream. »

v Donahue made his wish after doc-
tors in 1985 removed the bulk of a life-
threatening tumor from his brain. He
was 6 years old. :
The wish was granted by the Make-
a-Wish Foundation of Michigan, dedi- -
cated to fulﬁllmg the dreams of chil-
dren who aren’t expected to live to see

their 18th birthday.

To show his appreciation, Donahue
plans to join a three.day, 300-mile bi-
cycle ride Aug. 14 to benefit the non-
profit foundation. He has already O
received $635 in pledges for the Wish-
a-Mile 300 tour that will begin at the

- Mackinac Bndge and end in-North-
<oville,
. He has been given a new, bnght

blue 21-speed Trek 930 bicycle —
paid for by D&D Bike Shop of West-
_land and The Bicycle Doctor of Farm-

" ington Hills — that he’s been riding

that is a healthy sum of money," Wat-

son sald. “And there’s nothing to sug- :
gest in the news coming from Lansing
that this won't continue to get worse.”

lowed the school district's budget delib-

erations this yesr, news of the new fee
may come aa a shock. Both high school’
and middle school students will now

.pay-for activities that in past years have
‘been free.

For high schoolers, the fee is $140 per
sports activity and $100 for such activi.
ties as forensics and marching band.

For middle school students, the fee is
3100 per activity. Westland students in

Driver hits cars: A drwer who may
have been underthe influence of

liquor struck two other carsin a
collision in Westland. /2A

Board ofEducati'on. should hit local
mailboxes this week via a letter from
school official Kenneth Watson Jr.

The district serves the northern sec- -
tion of Westland with high school stu.
dents attending Churchill or Franktin,

The letter corrects information con-.
tained in an earller unofﬁcnal letter

When they approved & $100 activity 5
fee in esrly July, Livonia school trus-
tees warned that the fee could go higher
during the district’s second round of

Trial ordered A man charged in ‘budget cuts,

the armed robbery of a Westland
business has been ordered to stand
trzal /2A

Wet golfers. YMCA backers ot

wet while taking part in a golf

| benefit Thursday, but they didn’t
- mind./4A

See FEE 4A

Election results: For local vote to-
tals, call 953-2024 on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday followmg
Tuesday’s primary.

Judging the candidates: Who are
the candidates for various Jjudicial

positions on Tuesday’s primary
election ballot?/3A

Political scrap: Wayne County

- Shertff Robert Ficano and chal-

‘- fer Kevin Kelley clash over
| Kelley’s college arrest record.
Wayne County Executive Ed

T P U VAU

etk

| McNamara, a Kelley supporter, o : 403ﬂlesadaytopr'epare rortRe event.
.+» On -a -recent- synpy alternoon, - Wi
_takes a verbal slug at Ficano./5A Donahye sat with hié mother, Gerrt,a -| 3

Livania school district bus driver, on
the rear deck of their Anita Court
- home, northeast of Ann Arbor Trail
. and Hubbard. His father, John, a su-
" pervisor. for Commercial Carriers, a
- car-hauling company, hadn't-yet come . _
.. homb from work. Z
" Donahue talked about hls |ﬂness. '
... his hobbles,  his hopes and — of
- course — girls.
“E\em\,here I go 1 meet a girl,” he
o sald, ‘smiling and tilting his head side-
- ways'in a shy.fashion that belies his
- outgoing personalily. He's ready to -
 meet more gitls this fall when he en-
_ ters the cighth grade’at Emerson Mid-
~ .. dle School, in the Westland portion of
the Livonia school district.” '
At age 6, the :first signs -of.
. Donahue's ‘illness emerged when.he-
" -began having migraine headaches. A
first-grader then, his conditiop wors-
~ ened when he awoke one morning and
3 ~his left eyehad crossed, -
S Y October 1985, doctors at Chll
“dren’s Hospltal removed most of his
- brain _tumor, but he was rendered
" - blind in his left eye. Subsequent radi-
" ation {reatments damaged his pitu-

OPINION

Endorsements: The ObServer s
recappmg tts endorsements for
Tuesday’s primary as well as en-
dorsing the best of the field in two
judzcml przmarzes / 10A
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Practlce run: Er:c Donahue. 13, rtdes his new bike dazly to prepare for a 300-mile trek that

Plaoff time; Who won the college

- baseball layoffs held over the ] he hopes to mahe to benef:t chtldren, lthe hzmself who have life- threatemng zllnesses , ScoRIDE, 2A
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| “RocKet on cﬁmpus' How s Y)Y

Bryant Satterlee, former John
: Glenn Hzgh School football star,

- | doing at Central Michigan - =
4 Unwe:szty?/lc :

Low furnout seen“asprrmf Ty

Westland city clerk Diane Fritz advised -

z;;hone us for vote tally

By DARRE LL CLEM
STAFF Wrufrea

When aeked about the potentlal tum R [

~As many as 11,000 ,
out, she satd “Let’ s say 'm hopmg for

of Westland’s 66000 :
As a service to our readera, thaOb

B registered voters. are 20 percent.” i 1sen~lcevnll allow a caller to select ré-
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City Park, directly behind the Civie Center. Thete

‘1 will bo & display of cars, 4s well s trucks, In yarious |
categories, Includjng atrest machines fron the '60s, - -
] '60s, and "0s and original models from the *70s,'60s |

|- when the Westland Chambez of Commetce will sponf’ '
.| soriis third annual car show/swap meet and concert *
{n the park on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 18, in Central.

ate asked to bring the!r own Iawn chaira of b!anketa
There Is & fee to ente? the caand truck show, but fo

charge for admisslon. The eyent will also includea .

‘swap meet. Those interésted may contact the cham

~ber at 326- 7222 during buslneu houra to ob!aln entry

forms

“niew execullve board menibers for the fiscal year

-presldent,DenntslxMaitre,ﬁmvieepmxdent, -

New omcors
The. Weatlmd Chamber of Commerce has eleclcd

which began July 1. The officers are James Williams,

Nora Hardin, second vice president; Dane Dixon,
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| [Trial awalts father
L accused of raplng son

By DARRELL CLem

:Sfmrs RITER  -» -

y ‘A Westland man has‘ been or-
dered to stand trial on charges of

- raping his.10:year- -qld’ sQn.

- Bert Wood, charged with two
counts of first-degree criminal
sexual conduct, has’ been:bound
over to Detroit Recorder’s Court
for trial amid accusations he sex-
dally penetrated his son.

b Courb

~

on. a 320000 cash ‘bond. He s |
* scheduled to be arraigned ori the *

“chatges on Aug 13 in Recorder'h '

‘Wood has’ been accused of 80x-
‘ually penetrating his son twice -
last . October, Wesiland " police
Sgt. Laura Moore sald. The Inci- -
dents were alleged to have ‘oc-
curred at- the - family’s Alpena
‘Court residence, in "the

- GOP .

" Democratic  primary by

T'Dee-0-

face a maximum sentence-of life
in prison. He has pleaded not
‘guilty to the charges,

On Thursday, Wood appeared
in Westland 18th District Court
for a preliminary examination to

" determine if he should stand tri-
al. He waived the hearing, in a
move that averted testimony and
automatically sent his case to
Recorder’s Court.

Wood's son, prepared to testi-

“ fy, sat in the courtroom Thurs-
day with his mother.  Wood
turned to glance at them shortly
before authoritles led him from
the courtroom to a holding cell at
the conclusion of Thursday's
court proceedings.

The defendant remains ]anled

- ~.If convicted, Wood, 34, “could

‘several- months because he felt

- oned — shortly after the alleged

Norwayne nelghborhood i~
south Westland.

" However, authorities were only
recently notified of the alleged

molestings, Moore said.
The son remained quiet for

safe afler his father was impris-

incidents ogcurred — for an un-
related unarmed robbery charge,
Moore satd.

- But the boy made his accusa-
tions public only after the father
was recently moved from prison
to a halfway house and came’
home for a visit, the sergeant
said. .

“This kid is terrified of his fa-
ther,” she said. »

Primary from page 1A |

nominee - for the 18th
District state representalive’s race.
The winner will face incumbent
Democrat Justine Barns, who's

unopposed Tuesday, in the Novemnz*=*
* ber general election.

o Westland " residents in the
Wayne-Westland school district
will vote on a l~mili; 10-year pro-
posal for general operating purposes
for Wayne County Community Col-
lege. One mill represents $1. . per
81,000 of state equalized valuation
on property, or 330 for a home val-
ued at- 260,000 and .an SEV- of
330,000.

¢ Although US. Rep. William
Ford is unopposed in the Democrat-
ic primary, voters will decide among
six Republicans competing in the
ptimary. They are Burl Adkins,
state Sen. Robert Geake, Gleri Kas-
sel, Herbert Scott, William Stecle
and Raymond Tanter. Paul Steven
Jensen will be on the ballot as.an.
1ndependem ‘

o  County prosecutor John
O'Hair -is being challenged in the

Sm!th Jr.

o In the heated Wayne County
sheriff's race, incumbent Robert Fi-
cano will face Kevin Kelley and

- Charles Nerneth for the Democratic

-

Virgil

“nomination, while GOP candidate °

Dennis Malin and independent’
Daniel Tackett are unopposed.

cide whether to approve a half-mill
propossl for 10 years to support
health services and mental -health
services for the county’s poorest cit-
izens. A half-mill répresents 50
cents per $1,000 of state equairwd
valuauon

® Numeraus -candidates. have

lined up to succeed county clerk
_ James Killeen, including 11 in the

Democratic primary, three ih the
GOP primary and one independent.

o In the county treasuret’s pri-

" mary, Elaine Tuttle is unopposed

in the Republican primary, but vot-
ers will choose between Democrats

John Graziani -and Reymond J.

Wojtowica.

e In the 12th District county
commissioner's racé, both Demo-

crat Kay Beard and GOP candidate
Bhagwan Dashalrya are unopposed -

In other races, Westland voters

will have choices among preginct -

delegates; the county register of
deeds; Court of Appeals judicial
candidates; Wayne County. Circuit
Court ]UdlClai candidates; and pro-
bate court candldates '

~ ¢ Wayne County \otera will de-

; . e life. evenluaily obeyed he told poiice, The in.
CR|ME  truder then took the entire cash drawer and fled:

g RR
ETYA?!? WR[IzTLkEFL BM , »
A 22 year :ld man aocused of robblng 8 Weat-
land party atore and threatening to kill the 71-
. year-old clerk has been. ordered to stand trial for -
- armed robbefy. . - -
~ ‘Shannon Seott Met(le of Canton 'I‘ownship
*" could face a maximum s¢ntence of life in prison
i{ convicted in the July 17 tobbery of Ted & Pau-

18’s party store Bt Newburgh and-Palmer.

Méttio of wrapping a bro-

ken muffler tail pipe in a white plastic bag and
pretending he had a shotgun during an 11:40
p.m. robbery jn which a man escaped with 3131

Polico have accused

\‘ “, .
I . .
S E P’

. .

cash bond.

"in cash and $207n food stamps. -

Mettie appeared Thursday in Westland 18th
District Court for a preliminary examination to
determine if prosecutors had enough evidence for

the case to go to trial.

However, he voluntanly waived the hearing

Woman injured in head-on crash

By DAR'RELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 40-year-o0ld Westland woman,

believed to be drunk, was injured
Thursday night when she drove her
car into a lane of oncoming traffic
on Venoy Road and struck fwo ve-
hicles — one of them head-on, po-

lice said.

The ‘woman, -who suffered the
only serious injuries in the 10:35
p.m. accident, was listed in good
condition Friday at the University

- of Michigan Hospital, Westland po-
* lice officer James Dexter said.

~The woman is recoveting from
apparent head injuries.

. An investigation showed that the

Ride 'Afroi_zln paéo

woman had begun driving erratical-
ly on Venoy just north of Hazel-
wood, where she swerved into a

“deep ditch but then managed to

drive out of it — apparently at a
high rate of speed, Dexter said.

The woman then continued north
on Venoy until she crossed into the
path of two southbound vehicles,

hit the first car head-on, spun -

around and then clipped a second
cat, he said. .
A 30-year-old Westland man who

‘drove the first car, a 1988 Dodge
. Daytona, was treated and relcased
-at Annapoils Hospltal A 25-year-
old Westland woman who drove the-
_second car, a 1989 Plymoulh es-

caped injury, Dexter sald

14

.and was, automaticaily bound over: for trlal in .
.Detroit Recorder's Court. whete he 1s scheduled
o tobearralgned Aug: 130n thecharges e

During an earlier arraignmemin 18th District oo
. Court, a plea of not gullty was ‘entered for Met-z
“tie. He remains ln the county jail oh a $20 000 »

-~ During the robbery, a man came into the stote
carrying what appeared to-be a sawed-off shot-
gun wrapped in-plastic, pointed it at the clerk.

. and then pushed bim to the floor, police sald._ . _

The intruder tried unsuccessfully to open the

~ cash register, then threatened to kill the clerk

-unless he opened the register, according to a po-
lice report ptepared by Sgt. Mark Stobbe.

The clerk at first refused but, fearing for hls

The suspected drunken driver's
car and the first car.she struck were
both virtually demolished, he said,
though the - third driver's ~ car
received only minor damages.

During an inquiry Friday after-
noon, Dexter learned that the sus-

pected drunken driver was listed in
good condition in the hospital.

“was In an accident,” he said. He
had not yet had an opportumty to
telk with her.

The woman's name was not being
released Friday by police, because

“she is expected to face charges —
possibly as eatly as this week. On
Friday, police were awsiting the re-
sults of blood-alcchol tests,

“She’s talking. She knows she

" _ feom the sfore; police sald. e .

Shortly after raidnight, Westland pqlrce sawa‘
suspect who matched the intruder's. description * -
~“at a public telephone nedr-Nawburgh end G!e.n
S wood and began pursult S

)

Police found the suepecj momenis later, lymg
along'a fence In thick-brush;In an attempt to
-conceal himself; according to court records. The
‘officers retrieved the money and food stamps.

The .suspect told police he had robbed the
glore, in part, because he has & crack cocaine
habit, according to court records..The man also. .
told police he didn’t intend to hurt anyone, the
records show.

The piaslic;covered tail pipe was found be-
hind Ted & Paula's store on the morning after
thc robbery, police said.

Police weren’t yet prep'ared to es-
timate how fast she was driving, but

Dexter indicated she would've had-

to have been speeding to go into the
ditch on Venoy and come out of it
with ease, continuing north.

It sppears police had ruled out
that she might have fallen asleep.

“It's not like she fell asleep be-
cause somehow she was . able to
miraculously get out.of that ditch,”
which contained a lot of water,

‘Dexter said.

Police have about six witnesses to
the accident, but had not yet

- teceived their statements on Friday.

The investigation will contmue this
week.

itary gland, halting his growth.
Even today, he depends on a syn-

‘thetic growth hormone that he in-

jects daily into his thighs.
- Doctors continue to monitor what
temains -of - the ‘brain tumor.
Donahue knows it will probably be-
gin to grow again someday, but he
doesn’t know when. When it does,
it'’s possible he could .have more
surgery and go on with his life.
-When ' doctors. removed the tu-

mor,;.they put-a shunt in his head
~ and, as a result, told him he can't
play Hockey or i‘ootball — two of his -
favorite sports.

--But he can play basketball and
bowl, and he's won trophies for

- both. They decorate his room, along’

with his cap collection; a lava lamp,
sports pennants, a bunk bed, and
war. souvenirs -that . his father

" brought home from the Vietnam-
War and that his grandfather hand-

ed down from World War I1.

Donshue was close to his grand.

father, who was never told that
Donahue had a brain tumor. Sadly,

his grandfather di¢éd on the same

ee’s-
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the green, blue & pink bag
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20 1b. Bag:

141,00 OFF

WITH THIS COUPON .
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[Between Ford Rd: & Cherry Hil)
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+ Amerioan Red Cross
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oa)'-of Donshue’s surgery.
Make-a-Wish agency

Donahue’s mother still gets chills -

when she recalls that, even though
the grandfather didn’t know about
the brain tumor, he told a relative
on his dying bed that, “Eric is going
to be OK.”

Donshue’s famlly still lsnt cer-
tain how Make-a-Wish learned of
his illness, but he received a letter
after Christmas of 1986 asking him
ta make a wish. . _
~ “]. had wented to go to 'Disney
World before 1 even went in the

. hospital,” he said. He and his par-

ents made the trip in the summer of
'86. Hijs only sibling, Megan, now 9,

was 100 young and ‘stayed‘behind‘
- with relatives.

“That trip gave me a boost,”

Donahue recalls. “I liked seeing all

Axcl from (xcrmany

of the Disney characters. 1 still like
them.”

He rode his first rollercoaster and
also got to visit such sites as Sea
World and the Epcot-Center, It’s a

~ trip that's still vmd)n his memory.

That's why hé wants to join the
Wish-a.Mile bicycle tour, even if he
can't endure the entire 300 miles.

“I'm going to try,” he said.

His determination - isn't easily

-.dismissed. If he wants something,

he work&for it. To support his ex-
pensive hobby of collecting remote-
control cats, he delrvers the West-
land Observer.

" Liked by customers
His customers, such-as a senior
citizens couple that plays Nintendo

games, have grown fond of him. He -

.

‘Guns N’

‘often challenges the senior counle

to a game while on his route.
It's Donahue’s style to make the
most of life. He earns “A".and “B"

-grades in school, and made the hon-

or roll last year. He has been elected
to serve this fall on Emerson’s stu-
dent council executive board.

— His musical interests range from
Roses to rap. He likes
movies ranging from comedy to ac-
tion. packed films such as “‘Termi-

_nator.”

‘But his most pressmg 1nterest for
now is the Wish-a-Mile tour, in "

which he will be among 150 bicy-

clists. He feels lucky to participate -

at age 13, because Make-a:Wish.
usually asks that the cyclists be 18
years old.

“I think they re letting him do it

because - he's . a ‘wish kid,” his

mother said.

 SHARE! YOUR HOME AND HEART!

"Axel is one of many Intemational high schoo! .

~ ‘exchange students who wants to share about Germany
- and learn about Amcrica Be a Host Family this year!

All of our studems speak English arc fully insured

and havc their own spending money.

Our ERDT/SHARE! reprcscmathc in your arca will help -

you sclect a student with Intercsts similar to those of your
'~ family. Gain a speclgl friend for life. ' '

"HOST FAMILIES NEEDED NOW'

CALL NOW
FOR n\'r-'onzn,\'non. :

. (318) 475-8471 or
©1-800-835:8760

ERDT/SHARE! -
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for U S . Congress

3 A i‘nalist for- the Michigan 1992 Inc. Magazine, Merrlll Lynch technolo;,y
34 - division "Entrepreneur of the Year' Award, who will ﬁght for. ’
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(’ald {nr hy A(lklu\ rof Congrw\ v

' Preserving American jobs lhrough fair tma‘c pohc:cs. SR

 Lower taxcs by forcing forcign and. special intetestto pay their fair sharc.

* Supporting the death penalty for first degree murdérers, {ougher parole laws and victlms rnghts.
*Requiring criminals to pay room and board in prison through work legistation.
* Giving back the 37% congressional pay rafse in the form of scholarships.
* Supporting a balanced hudget amendment and ¢ontrdliing special | mtcrust spcndmg (Ime iteny veio),
* Supporting terni limltation for statc and federal clécted officials. - -
*No weliare for able bodied adults .-, . make Jobs available for those: who can work - BR.
' Res(ructuring the educailonal s)stem to carlier adentsfy and work with th¢ speciat nccds of ch:ldn. n, ;1 |

~Send a- busmess leader and a job provider to Congr ess!
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