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luTfftiers^freTtprffite Wayne- ^. 
Westland school district is happy 
with the numbers in its financial 
audit and the fourth Friday 
enrollment. / 3A 

House race: State Rep. Justine 
Barns and challenger Steve Ca
brera are campaigning for the 
state House seat on the Nov. 3 
ballot./3A 

SPORTS 

Grid predictions: Unbeaten West-
land John Glenn has a hey Lakes 
Division battle with North Farm-
ington Friday at its annual home
coming game. / I B 

Soccer story: State-ranked 
Franklin High and city rival 
Churchill Highbattled to a score
less draw Monday. / IB 

ENTERTAINMENT 

"The Music Man": Look for Bir
mingham native Lee Hanson and 
other members of the barbershop 
quartet "Stay Tuned" in Michi
gan Opera Theatre's production of 
"The Music Man" which opens . 
Friday./7B 

House foes feud over spending 
The state House campaign is heating up with chal-3 

lenger Cabrera claiming Rep. Barns spent $120,000 
for re-election. An angry Barn's replied that the figure 
is $36,000. She refuses to take part in any debate un
til he apologizes. • 

Candidate profiles, 3A 

B Y DARRELL CLEM ' 
STAFF WRITER 

State Rep. Just ine Barns has 
accused her Republican rival, Steve 
Cabrera, of campaign lies for claiming 

tha t she spent $120,000 on her 1990 
re-election bid. 

Barns, a Westland Democrat seek
ing a sixth two-year term, criticized 
her GOP challenger for campaign lit
erature iii which he implied she 
received — and spent — huge sums 
of money from special interest groups. 

Barns hae called. Cabrera's claims 
"absolutely ridiculous" and pointed 
to campaign expense .reports indicat
ing that she spent just $36,045 on her 
last re-election bid : — less than* a • 
third of what he said she spent. 

During interviews with the two' 
candidates, Cabrera said hfs" cam
paign staff had arrived at the 
$120,000 figure. 

"I'll have to look into it," he said, 
adding th.at his staff conducted its 
own research. 

T h a t prompted Barns to respond 
by asking, "What kind of research?" 

CREATIVE LIVING 

Art Deco Toys: The collections of 
Lawrence Scripps Wilkinson and 
the Detroit Antique Toy Museum 

-JiaA&h een tapped fo ran exhibits>f-
toys from the '20s and '30s at Ma
donna University in Livonia./ID 

SPECIAL SECTIONS 

Fall spruce-up: Look inside for the 
Observer & Eccentric's annual fall 
supplement, Fall Home Improve
ment. 

INDEX 

Rocket royalty 

ART EMAIWELE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Homecoming: One of these five John Glenn High School seniors will be crowned homecom
ing queen at a ceremony during the halftime of Friday night's football game. The candi
dates are Jenni Becher (from left), Kelli Torti, Jeanie Lawrence, Kim Springer arid Krista 
Altemus. Students are taking part in a series of homecoming activities this week, including 
a parade to start at 6:30 p.m. Friday at the Kmart parking lot, Wayne Road at Cherry Hill, 
and proceed north and west to the football field. The homecoming dance will be Saturday 
night in the school. 

More recently, Cabrera1 announced 
that he wants to explain the $120,000 
in an open debate with Barns, and he 
has issued a challenge to her. 

"But Barns ' spokeswoman, Eileen 
De-Hart, confirmed Tuesday tha t , 
Rnrr is hht lfrfiisftH tn Hcpppt, C a b r e r a ' s 

offer until he apologizes for what 
Barns considers outright lies. 

"Until he makes a public apology, 
we cannot go forward with a debate," 
DeHart said. 

~ "~ See FEUD, 2A 

Mayor: 
No appeal 
of ruling 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M * 
S T A F F WRITER 

Mayor Robert Thomas said he 
won't oppose an arbitrator's decision 
to give Westland firefighters a 16-per
cent wage increase over four years and 
a reduced work week. 

The ruling, which is expected to 
cost the city $1.8 million, has raised 
fears that a 10-percent reduction in 

• FIREFIGHERS 
the firefighters' work week could force, 
more fire station closings and threat
en public safety. 

Even so, Thomas disclosed during 
Monday's city council meeting that 
his administration won't oppose arbi
trator George Brannick's ruling that 
handed a victory to the 70-member 
Westland Firefighters Association 
Local 1279. 

"We're going to live by the arbitra
tor's ruling,'* Thomas said. 

Still, some council members have 
indicated that — unlike the mayor— 
they haven't dismissed the possibility 
of mounting an appeal. The council is 
expected to discuss the controversial 
issue during a special study session 
as early as Monday night. 

"We need to have a good discussion 
about the ramifications of the arbi
trator's decision," Council President 

~ See RULING, 2A 

2 charged in ethnic intimidation incidents 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
S T A F F WRITER 

A white Westland woman and a 
black Wayne man have become the 
first defendants charged with ethnic 
int imidation under a 2-year-old 
Westland ordinance. 

The two were charged in separate 
—incidents; ~ 

The white womanf Diane Bagchi, 
45, was charged with ethnic intimida

tion amid accusations she shouted 
racial slurs and threatened to kill a 
black woman for parking a car in 
front of her house. 

Court records indicated the white 
woman called the black woman "a n -
- r bi tch" and told her she didn't 
want black people near her property. 

^ " T r l e black woman, a 25-year-old^ 
Detroit resident, had parked tempo
rarily in front of the woman's house 

while waiting for a parking space to 
become available at the Westland 
adult care home where she works on 
Oakwood, near Wayne and Cherry 
Hill. 

The white woman came out of her 
house, yelled racial slurs at the black 
woman, threatened to kill her and 

"vowed tcrdd—wEatever was necessary 
to keep black people in general away 
from her property, according to 

records in 18th District Court. 
A pretrial hearing on a charge of 

ethnic intimidation has been sched
uled for Bagchi on Nov. 11 in district 
court. The alleged incident occurred 
at 11:50 a.m. July 22. 

If convicted of the misdemeanor, 
Bagchi-could face a maximum penal
ty of 90 days in jail and H $500fine. 

_ _ _ See ETHNIC, 2A 

Police cooperation among 4 cities nets results 
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B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 

Call it a suburban conspiracy. 
Police officers from four cities — 

Westland, Garden City, Wayne and 
Inkster — have formed a five-man 
Metro Street Enforcement Team 
(MSET) to combat drug sales, sex 
crimes, break-ins, assaults, robberies 
and other crimes. 

Housed in the new Garden City po
lice station, the team has made ar
rests in nine felonies and four mis
demeanors since it started its work 
Sept. 1. 

Last week, the team raided a house 

on Globe in the Newburgh-Ford area 
in Westland and seized 15 pounds of 
suspected marijuana tha t officers be
lieve was grown in Kentucky and 
brought here to sell. 

The team also found pot plants 
growing several feet tall in the back 
yard. 

A Westland brother and sister and 
the sister's boyfriend were arrested 
during the evening raid Sept. 29 and 
charged with possession of marijua
na. In court, officers indicated the de-

—fendants intended to sell it. 
M S E T officers hope- such busts 

will begin to curb the area's drug 

trade. And they believe their four-city 
approach will bring more results, be
cause drug sales and other crimes 
cross city boundaries. 

In the marijuana case, officers ar
rested Clyde Strong, 19, his sister Ka
trine, 22, and her boyfriend, Douglas 
Thompson, 28. All three were ar
raigned on drug charges Thursday be
fore 18th District Judge C. Charles 
Bokos. 

The Strongs and Thompson stood 
mute, and pleas of not guilty were en
tered on their behalf. They have been 
ordered to return to court Oct. 15 for a 

hearing to determine if they should 
stand trial on the charges. 

If convicted, each defendant could 
face a maximum penalty of four years 
in prison and a $2,000 fine. All three 
have been released from custody on a 
$10,000 personal bond. None of the 
three has a prior criminal record. 

The Sept. 29 raid is one of many 
that officers hope to make in coming 
weeks and months as part of MSET. 
Westland police Sgt. Tommy Vaughn 
is in charge of the team and receives 
help from four officers representing 
Westland, Garden City, Wayne and 
Inkster. 

Halloween party 

The historic Wayne Theater will be the site of a 
"haunted theater" and "post-mortem party" Fri
day night. For the next two weeks, the theater will 
be open to the public as a Halloween attraction for 
youngsters and their parents. The theater will be 
open 7-11 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 7 p.m. to 
midnight Friday-Sunday, Oct. 10-31. Admission is 
$4 for adults and $2.50 for children. Proceeds will 
be used to restore the theater, which was built for 
vaudeville productions nearly 70 years ago. The 
Oct, 9 benefit, sponsored by the Detroit Producers 
Association and the Palace Theatre Co., has many 
Westland residents involved in the restoration 
project. Admission is $10 For members and $12 for 
iTon-memWrs. 

*> 

PLACES & FACES 

Safety session 
Edison Elementary School safety patrollers 

went through a training session recently under the 
supervisor of the Michigan Auto Club. The school 
is on Wildwood and Hunter. 

Halloween hop 
The Northwest Parks and Recreation Associa

tion's Therapeutic Committee is sponsoring a 
"Halloween Hop" for disabled peopleMonday 

night, Oct. 26, at the Springfield Oaks Activity 
Center near Davisburg in Oakland County. The 
event is open to local disabled people who ore 8 or 
older. Admission is $3 per person. Top 40s music 
will be'played at the dance. 

'Fun' raiser 

County commissioner Kay Beard, D-Westland, 
will hold a politicalfund-rniser Monday after
noon, Oct. 26, at the VFW Post 7576 Hall, on Ford 
west of Venoy. Beard is seeking re-election Nov. 3 
for the county district, which includes Westland, 
Garden City and Inkster. The fundraiser will be 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Beard has represented the three cit
ies since being appointed to a vacancy in spring 
1978. 
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Feud from page 1A Golf course, 
-However, DeHart did nc-F indi

cate that Barns would cancel any 
upcoming candidate forums spon
sored by civic groups, such as the 
League of Women Voters. 

Barns has come under sharp at
tack from Cabrera in their cam
paign for'the 18th District, which 

. includes Westland arid; two Can
teen 'Township precinctSi Cabrera, 
who supports limiting legislative 
terms, has suggested, that qew. 
leadership Hs long overdue," 

s!l'n. his .controversial campaign':. 
literature, '•Cabrera, a- bank- em-« 
pfoyee," called Barns "one of the 

longest-serving incumbents in 
Michigan politics." 

Moreover, he said, "She is part 
of the establishment club of 
PAps (political action commit-
tees)j special interest groups and 
Lansing lobbyists — and the es
tablishment will do anything to 
keep her in power and voting their 
W a y . " ' . - ' • ' ; . . ; • • 

His literature then accuses her 
4>f spending $120,000' on ker 1990 
re-election bid. ' • . 

Copies of campaign expense re
ports indicated that Bams spent 

$36,045 in the 1990 race. More
over, the reports indicated that 
she spent $49,789. when expenses 
for> 1989 were included. 

Barns has raised concerns that 
Cabrera's claims have misled vot
ers who received his campaign fli-
Brs, in" the mail. That' ;s ^why she 
decided toThake ' an issue of his 
statements. ' ' ' . ' ' ' -

Barns has said she remains, 
"convinced; that he r , legislative 
record will,;, help her Win a. sixth 
term, despite Cabrera's attacks. 

Cabrera, meanwhile, is hoping 
that voters in the heavily Demo

cratic district will be swayed by 
his message of change. 

Campaign expense reports did 
' indicate that Barns received some 
money from political action1 cem : 

mittees, such as the United Auto 
; Workers Wayne County PAC, the 
Michigan Licensed Beverage As
sociation PAC,- the School Alli
ance PAC and the Michigan Trial 
Lawyers PAC," among others,. 

'However, the ..contributions, 
don't indicate =that she received 
anywhere ;.near the amount of 
money that Cabrera claims she 
received and spent. 

Ruling from page 1A Ethnic from page 1A* 

Charles Pickering said Tuesday. 
Under Brannick's ruling, West-

land firefighters will receive a 4V2-
percent raise for each of the first 
two years of the contract, a 4-per
cent wage hike during the third 
year, and a 3-percent raise in the 
final year. 

City officials have said the base 
salary for firefighters would in
crease to $40j000 by the time the 
contract expires in 1994. Fire
fighters had worked without a 
contract for 2½ years. * 

In addition, the average work 
week for firefighters would be 
slashed from 56 hours to 50.4 
hours by next July, meaning 
they'd work fewer hours for more 
money. Firefighters have contend
e d they are overworked and need 
additional help. 

The reduced work week has 
raised fears that the city could 
face more temporary closings at 
its four fire stations, unless more 
firefighters are hired. Another al
ternative would be to pay tens of 
thousands of dollars in overtime 
pay-

On Tuesday, Pickering said he 
remains concerned about . the 
long-term effect on the city's pub
lic safety efforts — an issue that 
he wants to discuss during the 
special session. 

Pickering said he didn't know if 
the council would attempt an ap
peal without support from the 
Thomas administration. He indi
cated that the council and the ad
ministration would need to be 
unified if they stand any chance 
of winning an appeal. 

The second alleged incident oc
curred four days later at the Quo 
Vadis movie theater on Wayne 
Road, north of Warren. Court 
records indicated a 21-year-old 
black man shouted°racial slurs at 
two white women and threatened 
them. 

The black man, Eric Keith 
Toomer of Wayne, pleaded no 
contest on Sept. 29 to a charge of 
ethnic intimidation. Appearing 
before 18th District Judge C. 
Charles Bokos, T o o m e r was 
placed on probation for one year, 
ordered to stay away from the 
Quo Vadis and forced to enroll in 
an assaultive behavior program. 

Toomer remains free on a 
$5,000 personal bond. If he 
violates the court order, he could 
be jailed. 

Court records indicated that 
Toomer, talkiifg loudly to a 
female companion at the Quo 
Vadis, became angry when asked, 
by two white women to be quiet. 
The white women included a 27-
year-old off-duty Westland police 
officer and a 44-year-old Novi 
woman. 

According to court records, 
Toomer called the police officer 
"a white bi tch" and warned that 
"there was going to be another 
Detroit incident," an apparent 
reference to racial unrest. 

Toomer then followed the wom
en out of the theater, pushed one 
of them, threatened to shoot the 
police officer and told her that he 
would "kick and beat her white 
ass," court records said. 

B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFE WRITER. 

• ' The Westland City Council has . 
agreed to^extend contracts with a 
quasi-governmental corporation 
to operate the city golf course and 
crossing guard program through 
June 30 of next year. 

Tne contracts with ..the Munici
pal Service Bureau to ta led 
$145,000 for operating the golf, 
course on Merriman, south of 
Cherry Hill, and $45,000 for the 
crossing guard program. 

The council took the action 
during a meeting Monday, but re
jected spending an additional 
$8,400 for repairing the main 
building at the golf course. The 
building needs siding replaced 
and repairs to its heating and 
cooling system. 

But the council decided against 
the siding repairs after it was 
learned tha t bids had been sought 
by the MSB, instead of the city 
administration arid council. 

Councilman Kenneth Mehl 

commended "MSB officials': fdr 
"doing their homework" a n d , 
seeking .bids, b u £ most council 
members , appeared ' concerned 
tha t .the city hadn ' t followed the, 
proper procedure for seeking 
sealed bids for expenditures more 
than $5,000. . 

"Obviously in this case the 
MSB was more efficient than we 
(council" members) were," Mehl 
said. 

He also raised some concerns 
tha t the city has avoided the rule 
for sealed bids in some instances 
in which purchases were made 
tha t exceeded $5,000. And he 
warned Monday that , "Every
thing over $5,000 is going to have 
to abide by that sealed bid pro
cess." 

After Monday's action, the city 
is expected to seek sealed bids for 
the building repairs at the golf 
course. The_rjpairs are expected 
to be !apJjroved at an upcoming 
council meeting. 
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Fabulous Savings through Oct. 31st 

GARDEN CITY 
29317 Ford Road 

at Middlebelt 

422-7030 
BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE 
$5 .00 OFF ANY JEWELRY REPAIR 

VALID THROUGH OCTOBER 31st 
Your Family Diamond Store Whtye Quality & Service Are Affordable 

e A C * J f c © i r r * presents: 

"Where America Shops for Halloween" 

Locations: 
LIVONIA 

6 MII6 & Farmingtort 

261-5740 
ROCHESTER HILLS 

Auburn Road . 
at Rochester Road . . 

299*5444 
NOVI/WALLED LAKE 

Pontiac Trail 
W.ofWest.Fload 

9604547 
CANTON 

Sheldon at Ford 

4594883 
STERLING HEIGHTS 

Van Dyke at 16½ Mile 

2684792 

LIVONIA 
Wonderland Mall 
(near Office Max) 

261-3255 
FMMINGTON HILLS 

Orchard Plaza 
Shopping Center 

539-3920 
ROYAL OAK 
17 Mile al Woodward 

2884440 
WESTLAND 

Wayne Road 
Between .Warren . 

and Ford 

722-3080 
For Additional 

Locations Call... 

261-9292 
Uncle Zeke says: "Shop Halloween USA for Great Savings" 

: FREE 
i Vampire Fangs 
I 79 rValue 
I No Purchase Necessary 

While Supplies Last • Expires 10-31-92 

FREE BAG : 
Spider Webbing • 

$1.99 Value I 
With $10 or More Purchase ( 

While Supplies Last • Expires 10-31-92 

A story* in Monday's Observer 
about the potential closing of 
Noble Library in Livonia should 
have said that the proposal came 
from two city councilmen, not 

Mayor 'Robert Bennett. A. Mi
chael Deller, Livonia city librari
an, said the mayor is suggesting 
that the Noble hours be reduced 
in an effort to reduce expenses. 
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29443 FORD RD., GARDEN CITY 422-7701 
Tool City 

* Tools • Radios • Calculators 
• VHS Tapes • Tarps • Phones 

Cobra CB.'s • Car Alarms • Air Compressors 
• Thermostats • Cassette Tapes 

Unbelievable Low Low Prices! 
So Many Items it's Impossible 

to List! "Parking in Rear" 

We Beat 
All Competitors 

Prices or Coupons 

"HEAVY DUTY 
1 RUBBER 
1 AIR HOSE 

5" HI SPEED 

I I SANDER 

15 PC. 
Vi DR. DEEP AIR I ttDK.DEEPAlK I 

•IMPACT SOCKET SET1 

GOLDSTAR 
ANSWERING 

SYSTEM 

I $ |2 9 9 I $ 3 4 " I s 2 4 " M 2 4 " I 
• With Coupon | With Coupon | With Coupon | With Coupon I 

" SEALY INVENTORY 
CLEARANCE SALE 

Save On Every Size, Style And Firmness 

§MMJm£k 
50% 

SAVINGS 
POSTUHJEPEDIC 

"KICK-OFF" 
$•* % o ™ N 

•*• *Jr S EA. PC. 

FULL««.Pr., *199, 
QUEEN S 449 
KING *649 

i /Sg f f I rV ; " 

Hurry In Today Before They're Gone! 
Free Delivery And Set Up 

Free Removal Of Old Bedding 

FACTORY DIRECT REBATE 

Sinn 1933 

k 
Walker/ftuzenberg 

fine furniture 
240 N. Main Street • PLYMOUTH • 4 5 9 - 1 3 0 0 

Mon., Thurs., Frl. 10-9; Tucs.. Wccl.. Sal. TO-6 
* RiiBATK u p to $!*>... See us for details 

At theYMCAwe dorit treat childcare 
Eke ife only childs play. 

Tb us. child's play is serious 
business. 

Which is why we design our 
childcare programs to be fun as well 
as educationally stimulating. 

It's also why our profcssionally-

1 trained leaders give children the 
individual attention and encourage
ment they need. And, why we teach 
them important social skills, like 
sharing and how to get along with 
others. 

A n d s ince w c have Day Care f o r c h i l d r e n ages 2 ' - i -S years f r o m 

7() ( ) a m u n t i l 6M) p .m . w e can take care o f y o u r needs a n d 

y o u r ch i l d ' s d e v e l o p m e n t a l needs 

So b r i nR y o u r c h i l d r e n t o the p lace tha t ' s as s e r t o t i . v l i b o u t 

ch i l dca re as y o u are Cal l t he W a y n c - W c s t l a n d l a m i l y Y l o r 

i n f o r m a t i o n 7 2 1 - 7 0 4 ) 

YMCA 
CHILDCARE 

A good place for your 
hild t, child to grow. 

Bring this ad with you when you register. 
It's worth $10.00 toward day care fees until Oct. 31, 1992 

CI<W4YMCAofth»USA 

WAYNE/WESTLAND FAMILY Y 
827 S. WAYNE ROAD • WESTLAND 

721-7044 
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Pair battles for 18th District House seat 
Barns says she 

Election 
_92 

B Y D A K R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WHITER , • 

S t a t e R e p . ' 
J u s t i n e ' B a r n s 
takes nothing for 
granted , espe
cially her re-elec
tion, i 

Even though 
she's iLWestland : 
.Democrat in the 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
Democratic 18th 

District, she's fighting hard to 
convince voters to give her a sixth < 
two-year term instead of GOP 
challenger Steven Cabrera.-

Barns appears /Snfident that 
her years in the state House have 
taught her how to get things done. 
She emphasized that she knows 
how the system works, and she 
said she knows how to make it 
work for her constituents. 

Barns has quickly dismissed 
her opponent's support for term 
limitations. If voters are tired of 
her, she said, they have the choice 
of voting her out of office or — in 
more extreme cases^— recalling 
her. 

Barns also stressed tha t legisla
tors not seeking re-election often 
become lame ducks, unable to 
score on the political front. 

"You have very little voice 
when you're not running for re
election," she said. 

Barns, 67, spoke about issues 
ranging from school finances to 
the state economy to abortion to 
teacher strikes during an inter
view with the Observer. 

On abortion, Barns is pro-
choice. Though she said she 

would never counsel anyone to 
have an abortion, she said she" 
doesn't believe she' has the right 
to' tell ' them it's riot' a choice they' . 
can make. 

,'k ' - " * 
Barns said she prefers planned 

parenthood, though she said she's • 
realistic enough to know t h a t . 
many pregnancies will never be 
planned. - :- — 

- On the economy, Barns noted 
tha t she has sponsored two early 

, retirement bills for state employ
ees that saved the state millions 
of dollars — money that led to 
more efficiency. 

She also supports greater edu
cational efforts for a better work
force and noted that industry, too, 
must take some responsibility for 
helping to maintain a stable econ
omy. She singled out the General 
Motors Willow Run plant in Yp-
silanti, saying GM helped to cre
ate Ypsilanti and should now feel 
some dedication to it. 

She also supports enterprise 
zones — both residential and in
dustrial — to try to restore the 
economy. 

On school finances, Barns 
voted for the concept.of the "Ro
bin Hood" bill that tried to bal
ance the inequities amongschool 
districts, but she voted against 
the bill when the final wording 
came down. 

"I 'm not sure that taking mon
ey from Livonia .and giving it to 
Westland will help," she said. ' 

However, Barns supports tak
ing money from new construction 
only and spreading it among "dis
tricts — a move that wouldn't 

Cabrera stresses 
need for 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER • 

Election 

R e p u b l i c a n 
Steven . Cabrera 
knows he has an 
uphill battle to 
unsea t 10-year 
incumbent state 
R e p . J u s t i n e 
B a r n s in t h e 

. We.sttand residents have been 
hard 'hit not only^by. high taxes, 

'but:,'alsb by unemployment, Ca
brera said, and the/cut-ahd-cap 
plan could begin to reverse the 
problem. With lower taxes, busi
nesses would more likely-expand 
— a move'that could improve the 
employment picture, h? said. 

Q O heavily Demo-
3 ^ cratic 18th Dis-

Rep. Justine Barns 

D Name:Justine Barns 
D age:67 
H Occupation: State Repre

sentative 
D Party: Democratic 

drain the current coffers of dis
tricts. 

On teacher strikes, Barns said 
walkouts "should be the last tool, 
but sometimes that 's the only tool 
tha t teachers have to be heard." 

She said both sides should be 
in constant negotiations to try to 
avoid strikes like the recent De
troit strike. 

On crime, Barns supports 
tighter penalties for criminals 
who commit violent acts against 
vulnerable people, such as the 
elderly or the handicapped. 

On other issues, Barns also 
said she supports environmental 
measures such as one in which 
homeowners and bus ine s se s 
could receive tax breaks if they 
demonstate that they have be
come more energy-efficient. 

trict. 
But he believes it can be done. 
Cabrera, a Michigan National 

Bank sales and real estate divi
sion employee, has sharply at
tacked Barns ' legislative record 
and ^called for new leadership In 
the^Bth District, which includes 
Westland and two Canton Town
ship precincts. 

Cabrera, 33 and a Westland 
resident, described himself as 
having the ability to build con
sensus and to become a catalyst 
for positive change. And he has 
some definite ideas about changes 
he'd like to see in the state House. 

Endorsed by the Michigan 
Right to Life organization, Ca
brera easily won the GOP primary 
against law clerk Richard Delonis 
and now faces Barns, who's seek
ing her sixth two-year term. 

The two candidates recently 
talked with the Observer about is
sues such as the state economy, 
school finances, teacher strikes 
and abortion, among others. 

Cabrera voiced support for the 
"cut-and-cap" plan that would 
slash school property taxes and 
limit their increases, saying it 
would put $6.5 billion into tax-

"payers' pockets and boost con
sumer confidence. 

To improve education, Cabrera 
called for seeking equity among 
districts by bringing together the 
"best minds" from education, 
business and government to find 
solutions. 

"I 'd like to be a part of that ," he 
said. 

Cabrera favors more spending 
on education, but also supports 
more accountability among teach*-
ers and students. He has said he 
doesn't favor the "Robin Hood" 
method of taking money from 
wealthier districts and giving it to 
poorer ones. And he has~endoFsetT 
schools of choice as an incentive 
to Improving education. 

On the issue of teacher strikes, 
Cabrera upheld teachers' right to 
walk off the job, but said they 
should remain a t work as long as 
"good faith negotiations" contin
ue at the bargaining table. 

To prohibit strikes would give 
school administrations an une
qual balance of power/he said. 

In other areas, Cabrera also 
called for welfare reform, though 
he didn' t call for sweeping cuts. 

"We want to be there for people 
who need a bridge — a second 
chance for people to get out of a 
difficulty," he said. But he 
doesn't support c6ntinued welfare 
for those who sould work. 

Steve Cabrera 

G Name: Steve Cabrera 
1 age:33 

Occupation: real estate 
sales and finance division 
employee for Michigan Na
tional Bank 

• Party: Republican 

Cabrera also called for legisla
tive term limitations, saying 

reatr -marry pulmilially grear~gpvenr^~ 
ment leaders are being shut out of 
a system that has favored incum-.. • 
bents and the status quo. 

The challenger cited crime as 
another of his concerns and said, 
he favors capital punishment and^ 
parole reforms. Victims often 
have fewer rights than criminals,-
he said. , 

..Cabrera's philosophy is that; 
" the sentence should match the= 

Oh abortion, Cabrera is pro-life. 
"I 'm for life, and I think-that-. 

the rights of the Constitution ex-" 
tend to the unborn," he said. "I -
feel that we should take the e m o 
tion out of the issue and look at." 
the Constitution. It 's a civil r ights; 
issue." 

Fourth Friday count shows 
slight enrollment increase 
B Y L E O N A R D P O G E R 
EDITOR 

The numbers are up for the 
Wayne-Westland school district, 
meaning that the continuing 20-
year drop In student enrollment 
may have ended. 
. The school district's adminis-"* 
tration reported this week that 
the official "fourth Friday" enroll
ment count showed a slight in
crease of 21 more students since 
last October, the first since 1986 
and only the second in the last 
two decades. 

Better yet, the enrollment fig
ures, used to determine state aid 
payments, reported Oct. 2 show 
there are 266 more students than 
the administration projected ear
lier this year. 

While that means more state 
revenues, it also means extra 
costs, because the district will 
have to hire nTne adchtioTraT 
teachers to handle the additional 
students. 

The fourth Friday figures show 
that 15,399 were enrolled in the 
district, only 21 more than the 
same day last year. 

Gary Dell, the administration's 
executive director for information 

services, welcomed the higher-
than-expected enrollments. 

While he admitted he didn't 
have documentation, Dell theor
ized that some of the increase 
may be the result of teachers' 
strikes in nearby districts and 
more families with school-aged 
children moving into Wayne-
Westland. 

T h e d i s t r i c t ' s e n r o l l m e n t 
peaked in 1969 after the adjacent 
Nankin Mills district was divided 
with Wayne-Westland getting the 
portion south of the Hines Drive. 
The enrollment then was just over 
22,000. 

In the early 1970s, Wayne-
Westland began to lose students, 
a trend that continued until 1986 
when the adjacent Cherry Hill 
schools became part of the dis
trict. But the enrollment slide 
continued. 

— T h e la tes t , enroiiments show 
that the biggest increases were~irT 
the elementary and senior high 
grades with a smaller increase in 
the junior highs. 

There was a 4¼ percent in
crease at the senior highs, up 125 
over projections. John Glenn re
mains the largest of the two high 

schools with 1,675,. or 154 more 
than projected. Wayne Memorial 
has 1,331 students, 112 more than 
projected. 

On the junior high level, Ste
venson, 946, and Marshall, 911, 
remain the largest schools. The 
others are Franklin, 870, and 
Adams, 767. Stevenson and Mar
shall gained over the earlier pro
jections while the other two 
schools reported enrollments that 
virtually the same as the previous 
estimates. 

In the elementary schools, the 
buildings with the biggest jumps 
over the spring projects were 
Madison, Schweitzer, Taft/Gallo-
way and Wildwood, all in the 
south end of the district. Those 
with enrollments more than just a 
few students lower than the pro
jections were. Hicks, Lincoln, 
Roosevelt/McGrath, Vandenberg, 

- a l l _ i n _ t h e south half, and 
Stottlemyer, in the horfherfrhatfr 

In size, the largest elementaries 
this fall are Schweitzer, 631; 
Graham, 620; Kettering, 528; 
Taft/Galloway, 462; Madison, 
457; Walker, 451, and Edison and 
Jefferson, 448 each. 
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Livonia schools report kike 
of 1percent in enrollment 
B Y M A R I E C H E S T N E Y 
STAFF WRITF.R 

Ever so slowly, the student 
head count in Livonia Rchool dis
trict is headed toward 20,000, the 
projection for start of the new cen
tury 

The student population in the 
district which includes the north
ern portion of Westland now 
stands at 16,783, an increase of 1 
percent, over Inst year's 16,605. 
Two years ago, the enrollment 
was 16,228. 

The preliminary numbers were 
reported last Friday on the 
"fourth Friday" of the scrmoLyear, 
used by the state for several pur
poses. 

While some classrooms may be 
crowded, the administration be
lieves extra classrooms soon to bo 

• The preliminary num
bers were reported 
last Friday on the 
"fourth Friday" of the 
school year, used by 
the state for several 
purposes. 

added to schools will keep current 
boundaries intact until the mid-
1990s. 

The jump in enrollment, how
ever, has led the district to hire 
additional staff, said John Ren-
nelR, assistant superintendent for 
personnel. 

The district recently hired 43 
new teachers, many to replace 
teachers who retired earlier this 

year, and others to meet the needs 
of rising enrollment. 

Nine teachers — seven teaching 
music and two teaching business 
— still remain on the district's 
layoff list. The district recently 
recalled eight laid-off teachers. 

Charles Ritter, assistant direc
tor of operations, gave the follow
ing preliminary Fourth Friday at
tendance figures for 1992-93: ele
mentary, 9,317; middle school, 
2,574 and senior highs, 4,892, 

The number of students this 
year jumped at all three levels. 

hast year, the elementary popu
lation was 9,235. The current en
rollment is 9,317. The biggest 
jump — 82 more students — took 
place here. 

The middle school population 
this year is 52 more than last year 
while the high school population 
is up 45. 
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