all our back-to-school line to hear
“when school belis fing in your -
local district. You will get the

. information you neéd for that-
i.mpoi'tant first day back.
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For’school dlstncts in
- Oakiand County, call

~For school distric
Waym County,

1

‘Access (o) &"E ON-LINE

r

.BYDAmu.CLEM '
STAFF WRITER

~ Campaign fliers attackmg Mayor'
Robert Thomas have fueled a fierce
_ dispute between his supporters and

critics, signaling an increasingly bit-
“ter clash as the two sides héad for a
showdown in the Sept. 14 primary.

\ Mayor Thomas is the target of a poliﬁeal ﬂier critieal

' of his performance. A police union leader defended the.
§ mayor and dismissed the flier’s contents; saying the

- publication was probably the work of & few disgrun

' ﬂedDPS employees .

Urgmg voters to ‘topple Thomas,
the fliers stop short of endorsing any
of Thomas’ five opponents. Instead,
they encourage Westland residents to
“vote for anyone but Mayor Thom-
u.n X . >

Thomas, seeking a second four-year
term, is being challenged by two city

‘are signed by a so-called ABC.

ple Thomas fliers fuel feud

. oouncxl membere Kehnebh Mehl-and
Chatrles P‘%ering, and mayoral hope- -
o¢l, Kenneth Raupp ‘and’

.. Louis Telerico Jr. The top two vote-
getters will square oﬁ'm the Nov 2‘

fuls Doug

election.

The controversiel campaxgn fliers
com-

mittee, which stands for A Better
Commu‘nity. No specific names ap-
pear on the literature. ,

The fliers attack Thomas on sever-
al fronta:
M They accuse him of being anti-la-
bor for bringing in non-union ¢ontrac-

cd

© 1993 Subuvb.ln Communications o«qovmﬂ

'tore last winter to clear snow from -
\'cltystreetq ’I‘homaehaeeudhehued. ;

the outside workers hbecause not .
enough employeee from the public
services department were available
dunng what he termed a snow emer-

'l They blaet the mayor for Moppres-- -

sive” new work rules aimed at DPS
workers, who were ordered to sign the
rules or face time off from work with-
out pay. DPS -workers -have com-
plained that they can’t even get a pop
or eat lunch on the road without

See FLIERS, 2A°

Tax feud: A former Livonia school
board member is critical of the up-
coming one-mill property tax in-
crease for extra-curriculum pro-
grams. /3A

Campaign heats up: Westland’s
mayoral campaign is taking sever-
al turns as candidates and sup-
porters gear up for the Sept. 14
primary. / 2A

| OPINION

Hirln Im roved The Wa ne-
Westland school board is domg
much better in hiring minorities

for top-level management posi-
tions. /16A

Picture perfect: Troy-based.
Northwestern Printing is the first
in Michigan to offer a $2 million,
six-color printing press that ex-
erts are hailing as the cleanest,
grightest printer on the market.

/12B
CREATIVE LIVING

In step: An Observerland woman
has joined the Metropolitan Ballet
Theatre, metro Detroit’s first pro-
fessional ballet company. /1D
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EDITOR

_ A divided Wayne-Westland school
onday a major revi-

- sion and decentralization of the alter-

native education program for second-
ary school students.

But the board and administration
which recommended the program to
start with the opening of school Aug."

B ALTERNATIVE ED

30 face a legal challenge from the
Wayne-Westland Education Associa-
tion, which represents nearly 1,000 °
teachers in collective bargaining.

A union leader said “we’ll take you .
to court” if the new alternative educa-
tion program is approved before the
restoration of the elemeéntary expres-
sive arts program, cut by the board in

any-ﬁer* » rejects almllngete-
newal proposal.
The WWEA has already filed

grievances relatxng to that” and the
claim that the union wasn’t involved
in the summer discussions which led
to the recommendation for a revised
altematlve education program.

- At one point; Superintendent Larry
Thomas and union president Bill
Reece aparred verbally on whether
the WWEA was asked last spring to
take part in the discussions for a new
program,

Thomas claimed that he tried to in-
volve the union but was told that

" teachers don’t work during the sum-

mer months when an informal task
force was meeting.

“You’re a liar,” said Reece, saying
that while he got some 400 calls from
teachers during the summer, he
didn't get any from the administra-
tion.

The revised program is for second-
ary school students who have experi-
enced academic or behavior problems
in a traditional school setting.

Earlier in the 3% hour discussion,
Reece criticized the school board for
its budget priorities, saying the board

See REVISION, 4A

Pohce suspect same person in robbery, theft

By DARRELL CLEM
STAPF WRITER

The same person is believed to be
responsible for targeting two elderly
women during a robbery and a theft
that were reported during a two-hour
span Friday evening at a Westland
strip mall, police said.

The thief appears to have been aid-
ed by an accomplice during one of the
two incidents that occurred at Wild-
wood Plaza on the northwest corner of
Ford Road and Wildwood, just west

of the Westland-Garden City bounda-

ry.

The first incident occurred shortly
after 4 p.m. when a 76-year-old wom-
an reported that she was robbed of
her purse while walking from the
strip mall to her nearby apartment,
police reports said.

The woman, who had been shop-
ping at Farmer Jack in Wildwood
Plaza, was walking near the west side
of the strip mall parking lot when a
young man asked if she needed help

car;ying her groceries, police reports
said.

The woman refused, prompting the
man to threaten her with what
appeared to be a toy handgun, police
said. The man warned that he would
shoot her, the woman told police.

The victim tried to escape by step-
ping through a fence that separates
the strip mall parking lot from a near-
by apartment complex, but the thief
seized her purse and ran away, police
reports said.

The woman reported that her purse
contained keys, an address book, her
identification and some loose change.

She told police that she believed
the thief was the same person she had
seen a short time earlier inside the
Farmer Jack store. After the robbery,
the woman recalled that she had seen
the man inside the supermarket buy-
ing a toy gun, police reports said.

Sece THEFT, 4A

&

DARE drawing

son at Westland Municipal Golf Course, home

The Westland police department’s DARE (Drug
‘Abuse Resistance Education) officers will an-
nounce the winners of a Caribbean crulse and two
other prizes at 7 p.m. Monday at the North Broth-
ors Ford dealership. Other prizes will be a replica
of President John F. Kennedy’s desk and chair
and a 21-inch color TV. Tickets are still being sold
by DARE officers and at North Brothers. The
Ford dealership will hold the drawing in its new
modemized used car showroom, on Ford Road at
Farmington Road. The opening will be from 4-7
p-m. Monday.

Snow White coming
The Missoula Children’s Theater is planning a

PLACES & FACES

production of “Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfa.” The play will feature ovef 50 children
from Wayne, who will help rescue Snow White
from the queen's spell. The play will be staged at 4
and 7 p.m. Saturday in the State Wayne Stage IV
Theater on Michigan Ave., west of Wayne Road.
Tickets are $5; student and senior tickets are
$3.50. Tickets are available at the Wayne Commu-
nity Center and the State Wayne Box Ofﬂce Call
721-7400 for information.

Senlors tee off

Local seniors are enjoying their ninth golf sea-

course for the Westland Friendship Center Senior
Golf League. Each Friday moming, 20 two-person
teams tee off at 8:30 a.m. These teams are sup-
ported by 16 subs, who are called upon frequently.
For more information, call the Westland Friend-
ship Center at 722-7628.

Political plcnic

State Rap. Justine Barns, D-Westland, will
hold her annual family picnic at noon Saturday,
Sept. 11, at the Lion’s Pavilion at Céntral City '
Park, on the south side of Ford, east of Newburgh,
behind City Hall. Cost is $5 per family or $2 for
senior citizens. Children’s games, hot dogs, kielba-
sa, corn, beer and pop will be featured attractions.
Veterans are invited to attend as Barns’ guest.

R P
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orker’ S obscemty upsets woman 9'3 frompoge 14 -
. . Dexter ~ |

B\' DABRELL CLEM ' -clamped down because some DPS “I have never-seen anything bid by council members Kenneth :(e:skmg permlsaion from supervi- Z‘hl;?,feﬁ’mi"cﬂ:fgf}ﬁml: a:;.
workers have been moring work like this in my hfe, Griffin said. Mehl and Charles Pickering and gy They accuse Thomas of taking said he learned that the so-ca.l,led

A Westland woman who sup- -

. ports Mayor Robert Thomas said
she was appalled that & city work-
er yelled obscenities at her for
posting a Thomas campmgn sign

_ in her yard.

Carol " Griffin, a Venoy Road

» resident, sgid ‘a public services

department*worker recently drove

by her house in a city truck and
yelled “f--- Thomas” at her, ‘

Griffin’s comments dunng
Monday’s Westland City Council
. meeting came amid strained vela-
tions between the Thomas -ad-
“ministration and some DPS
workers, who have accused the
mayor of harassing them because
they don’t support his bid for a
second four-year term.

Thomas has rejected the claims

and said his admrmstratlon has-

rules.
. Griffin lashed out at DPS work-
ers Monday, calling them “noth-
ing but a bunch of juvenile delin-
quents.” She called .the alleged
comments ' made | by .the DPS
worker “degrading.”

“If that is what we have work-
ing for us, that’s a sad simatxon,
she said.

One DPS oﬁiclal Bmce Guer- .
tin, said the adrmnlstratlon has
“a real good idea” of who yelled
the obscenities, but cannot prove:
it unless provided with more in-
formation, such as a city truck
number. ’

Griffin vowed to try to get the
number if the incident is repeat-
ed.

“I will, next time, if I have to

' chase it down,” she said.

“It’s mudslingin,
Another Wes and woman told

- the council Monday that she re-

cently saw a DPS truck being

. driven west of Lilley Road in

Canton Township, and she ques-

" tioned why the city vehicle would
" be outside of city limits.’

Girertin, superintendent of con-
struction, maintenance and mo-
torpool,_pdid "he has confirmed

: that ‘'a DPS foreman was- driving .

the truck but “was within the

- parameters” of his job.

Guertin said some DPS super-

visors livé gutside of .Westland .

city limits. He declined to elabo-
rate on the incident.
Thomas, embroiled in a dispute

with DPS workers, drew support -

from several speakers at Mon-
day’s council meetlng Thomas is
being opposed in hrs re-election

mayoral hopefuls Doug Noel,

" Kenneth Raupp‘and Louis Teler- *

ico Jr.

.On Monday, ‘Mehl mdicated'

the mayor orchestrated the turn-
out of pro-Thomas supporbers at
the council meeting. °

. Thomas -.disputed Mehl 8

. claims and said he can’t control

what citizens say when they ad-

dress the council. )
Thomas . repeated an offer,

made several months ago, to have

political statements edited before -

‘council meetmgs are broadcast on
Channel 8 WLND, tha city’s gov-
ernmental channel.

Pickering reiterated his opposl-
tion to-such a move.

“We can’t control what they
say, but we're certainly not going
to censor what they say,” he said.

Mayor s cable use creates political static

By DAB.RELL CLEM
_StaR¥ WRITER

Mayor Robert Thomas has

allegatlons he uses Weatland’
city cable channel for political

gain.
City resident Bob Johnson
accused Thomas of breaking a
promise he made earlier this year
to try to keep the mayoral cam-
paign off WLND Channel 8.
Johnson, criticizing - Thomas
dunng Monday’s city council
m questioned -why thé_
mayors town hall meetings are
still being shown on Channel 8,
the city’s governmental channel.
Thomas responded that he nev-

er pledged to stop airing the town
hall meetings. He has defended
the monthly meetings as a way to

ics have been council president
Charles Pickering. and Council-
man Kenneth Mehl — both of

which the literature said stands
for A Better Community. =~
“Robert J Thomas, mayor or

britig_government in closer con-
tact with residents.

However, the mayor noted that
he has kept his promise to stop
airing his .neighborhood walks.
And he added that he has halted
a live call-in program on Channel
8 that lets city viewers phone the .
mayor and his drrectors about
problems.

whom are challenging Thomas.
Pickering and Mehl have
accused the mayor of using Chan-
nel 8 as: & public relatlons tool,
saying many of the mayot’s pro-
grams amount to nothing miore
than political campaigning.
Referring to Thomas’ pledge to
keep the mayoral campaign off
Channel 8, Mehl said Monday,

“Unfortunately that hasn’t hap-.

pened »

1V sta B

“If - you have watched WLND
Cbannel 8, the city-run cable TV
station, you already know! Mayor
Thomas dominates the air time,”
the flier continues. “It’s a danger-
ous thing when' politicians and

government are in the business of

reporting the news.”
Thomas, however, has said he

. has merely lived up to a campaign

promise to bring government clos-

away DPS union work by allowing
developers to. install ‘their own
water taps.

8 They blame the mayor for fail-
ing to act on a $1.2 million library.
grant that the state: has - with-
| They criticize the admrmstra-

- tion. for - havmg specral “perks,”

such as car’ phones, pagers and

_pense. .-

B They accuse Thomas of ap- -
_ pointing his friends"and “cronies”
“to city, commissions. and boards,

while Yemoving longtime volun-
teers. )

. Those are but a few of the criti-
cisms aimed at Thomas — a for-
mer DPS worker — but some sup-
porters came to his defense dur-
ing Monday’s city council
meeting.

James Dexter, Westlanq Pohce
Officers Association president,

_addressed the council and reject-

ed claims that Thomas is anti- -la-
bor.

“Mayor Thomas is not anti-
union when it comes to the police
department » Dexter said. “May-
or-Thomas has a remarkable
job when 1t comes to our associa-
tion.” -

Dexter dismissed the campaign
fliers as the work of a few disgrun-
tled -DPS workers who _oppose

ABC group is not registered ag. 8.

political committee,

The fliers were. labeled “dis-
guating" by Ted Williams, presi=. -
dent of the union representing .
city supervisors. Williams. sdid
most of the so-called new DPS .

‘work rules actually were negotrat- he

- ed four years ago!

* “Apparently - s ebody’s not

fax machines, at taxpayer ex- .reading their contract,” he said.: =
Council members:who have ré- =

"viewed the work rules appeared to -
support them on Monday, though’
some -voiced deep concerns that .
DPS workers were-recently told to
sign the rules or face a day off -
from work -without pay. Council -
president Pickering criticized the
way the administration handled
the issue and said workers were’
forced to slgn the rules under

duress. -

The city’s personnel drrector,
Kent- Herbert, said workers were.-
threatened with suspension only.-
if they failed to sign the rules:’

within 30 days. One worker was-"-

briefly suspended he said.
Councilman Glenn Anderson .

said he reviewed the work rules _ |
and didn’t find them to bé objec- |

tionable.

“I don't find anythmg that'’s .
disturbing unless sleeping on the
jeb is-disturbing,” he said."

League offers 1nformat10n

Thomas has re_'_rt_edly been
" criticized by some council mem-
bers amid allegations he uses

Channel 8 for propagandsa_-
poses. Some of his harshest crit-

Candidates deny plans

- Two Westland mayoral candi-
dates have denied rumors that —
if elected — they want to shut
down the city’s largest senior citi-
zens center. “

Council president Charles
Pickering and Councilman Ken-

that they want to close the
Friéndship Center on Newburgh .
Road, north of Marquette.

The center, headed by director
Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek, pro-
vides a wide array of programs,

neth Mehl flatly rejected rumors services and recreational activi-

The mayor’s alleged misuse of
cable also came under attack in a

. paign flier signed-only -
by a so-called ABC committee,

er to the citizens. The airing of

government programs has helped
romise, he has
said.

to close senior center

ties for Westlénd senior citizens. .

The question to Mehl and
Pickering was posed by longtime
council observer Mildred Evans,
who said rumors of the center’s
possible closing are being widely
circulated. .

" Some council members, such as
Mehl, have had philosophical dif-
ferences with Kozorosky-Wiacek,
but no council member has ever
publicly hinted that the Friend-
ship Center would be consldered
for closing.

Loolung for information
about state government? The
League of Women Voters has a
toll-free telephone service (1-
800-292-5823) that may be
helpful. -

The league’s Citizen Ihfor-
mation Center in Lansing of-
fers to help people find out
about such things as pending
legislation, the state constitu-

‘lations or tax information. -

tron, election laws, voting regu-

* The telephone is answered
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
weekdays.

The telephone service is paid
for by the league’s education
fund. The League of Women .
Voters is a non-profit organiza-
tion that works to keep voters |.
interested and informed about

governmental issues.
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READER SERVICE PHONE LINES

HOMELINE: 953-2020

> Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

» Place classuﬁed ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500

» Request subscriptions at your convenience.

- ~ EVENTS LINE: 953-2005 !

» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.

AD SITTER -

» Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
call in to retrieve responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free™ |
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad '
591-0900.

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904 !

You can use a MasterCard... or Visa®to accesslh‘e”follon}ln‘gl’r\‘fo'rrna-m !

tion from our classified ads:

¢ Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Anthues crafts,
rummage sales. Cost: $5.95

* Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95 /

¢ Jtem No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
automobiles. Cost: $39.95

* Item No. 20011 Listing of-all golf courses and their rates in
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb _counties. Cost: $4.95

O&E ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711%

LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591 0903 -

puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here’s some of the features you can
access:

» Community events including all areas covered by our paper

« Stock quotes that are updated daily.

* Assoclated Press news - local and national.

* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine.

s Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services.

* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mall for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3.

... [B8S HOTUNE 953-2266
» Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line,

®bserver & Eccentric®
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‘Annapolis Hospital Speech and Hearing Center
offers hearing tests by certified audiologists, and
hearing aids and accessories by licensed spec1a1
ists. Our wide selection of hearing aids come
with a 30-day satisfaction guarantee. Most ma]or
insurance programs are accepted, including Blue
Cross/Blue Shield and Paid Prescription.

So now that you've heard, give us a call at:

-Annapolis Hospital

ADVANCED MEDICINE

A Member of the Oakwood Health Care System

33155 Annapolis Ave. ® Wayne, M1 48184-2493
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