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' • all our back-to-school line to hear 
• when school bells ring in your 
I local district. You will get the 
• • information you need for that 
^^J important first day back. 

For school districts in 
Oakland County, call 

For school distric 
Wayne County, call 

901-4723 

A c c e s s O & E O N - L I N E 

i N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Tax feud: A former Livonia school 
board member is critical of the up
coming one-mill property tax in
crease for extra-curriculum pro* 
grams. / 3A 

Campaign heats up: Westland's 
mayoral campaign is taking sever
al turns as candidates and sup
porters gear up for the Sept. 14 
primary. / 2 A 

OPINION 

Hiring Improved: The Wayne-
Westland school board is doing 
much better in hiring minorities 
for top-level management posi
tions. / 1 6 A 

BUSINESS 

Picture perfect: Troy-based 
Northwestern Printing is the first 
in Michigan to offer a $2 million, 
six-color printing press that ex
perts are hailing as the cleanest, 
brightest printer on the market. 
/12B 

CREATIVE LIVING 

'Topple Thomas' fliers fuel feud 
Mayor Thomas is the target.of a political flier critical 
of his performance. A pou&unkm leader defended the 
mayor and dismissed the flier's contents, saying the 
publication was probably the work of a few disgrun
tled J)PS employees. 

B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WHITER 

Campaign fliers attacking Mayor 
Robert Thomas have fueled a fierce 
dispute between his supporters and 
critics, signaling an increasingly bit
ter clash as the two sides head for a 
showdown in the Sept. 14 primary. 

Urging voters to "topple Thomas," 
the fliers stop short of endorsing any 
of Thomas' five opponents. Instead, 
they encourage Westland residents to 
"vote for anyone but Mayor Thom
as." • ' ' • . ' - • • 

Thomas, seeking a second four-year 
term, is being challenged by two city 

council members, Kenneth MeW and 
Charles Pickering, and mayoral hope
fuls Doug Noel, Kenneth Raupp and 
Louis Telerico Jr. The top two vote-
getters will square off in the Nov. 2 
election. « ' -" 

The controversial campaign fliers 
are signed by a so-called ABC com
mittee, which stands for A Better 
Community. No specific names ap
pear on the literature. 

The fliers attack Thomas on sever
ed fronts: 
• They accuse him of being anti-la
bor for bringing in non-union eontrac-

ln step: An Observerland woman 
has joined the Metropolitan Ballet 
Theatre, metro Detroit's first pro
fessional ballet company. / I D 
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ofMcKenzie, in theMerri-
man-Joy area. She recently 
held a "Christmas in Aug- . 
ust"'party for 200 neighbors 
and friends. Admiring the 
colorful front yard decora
tions are Kathryn Fountain, 
a former 19-year neighbor, 
and Kermit Thompson, who 
lives across the street. Dur
ing the party, traditional 
music was carried over a 
sound system. Michaelson, 
66, held a Hawaiian luau 
last year and plans a west
ern theme party next sum
mer. She said that it took 
two weeks to assemble the 
Christmas display. After 
kissing Santa, Michaelson 
commented: "I don't need 
mistletoe." 

tore last winter to clear snow from 
city streets,. Thomas has Said he hired 
the outside workers' because not 
enough employees' from the public 
services department were available 
during what he termed a snow' emer
gency. 
• They blast the mayor for "oppres
sive" new work rules aimed at DPS 
workers, who were ordered to sign the 
rules or face time off from work with
out pay. DPS workers -have com
plained that they can't even get a pop 
or eat lunch on the road without 

See FLIERS, 2A 

Program 
revision 
knocSea 
B Y LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR. 

A divided Wayne-Westland school 
londav a major revi

sion and decentralization of the alter
native education program for second
ary school students. 

But the board and administration 
which recommended the program to 
start with the opening of school Aug. 

• ALTERNATIVE ED 
30 face a legal challenge from the 
Wayne-Westland Education Associa
tion, which represents nearly 1,000 
teachers in collective bargaining. 

A union leader said "we'll take you , 
to court" if the new alternative educa
tion program is approved before the 
restoration of the elementary expres
sive arts program, cut by the board in 
May •fter^yqi^ni.tqected a millage re
newal proposal. 

The WWEA has already filed 
grievances relating to that and the 
claim that the union wasn't involved 
in the summer discussions which led 
to the recommendation for a revised 
alternative education program. 

At one point, Superintendent Larry 
Thomas and union president Bill 
Reece sparred verbally on whether 
the. WWEA was asked last spring to 
take part in the discussions for a new 
program. 

Thomas claimed that he tried to in
volve the union but was told that 
teachers don't work during the sum
mer months when an informal task 
force was meeting. 

"You're a liar," said Reece, saying 
that while he got some 400 calls from 
teachers during the summer, he 
didn't get any from the administra
tion. 

The revised program is for second
ary school students who have experi
enced academic or behavior problems 
in a traditional school setting. 

Earlier in the 3¼ hour discussion, 
Reece criticized the school board for 
its budget priorities, saying the board 

See REVISION, 4A 

Police suspect same person in robbery, theft 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITES. 

The same person is believed to be 
responsible for targeting two elderly 
women during a robbery and a theft 
that were reported during a two-hour 
span Friday evening at a Westland 
strip mall, police said. 

The thief appears to have been aid
ed by an accomplice during one of the 
two incidents that occurred at Wild-
wood Plaza on the northwest corner of 
Ford Road and Wildwood, just west 

of the Westland-Garden City bounda
ry-

The first incident occurred shortly 
after 4 p.m. when a 76-year-old wom
an reported that she was robbed of 
her purse while walking from the 
strip mall to her nearby apartment, 
police reports said. 

The woman, who had been shop
ping at Farmer Jack in Wildwood 
Plaza, was walking near the west side 
of the strip mall parking lot when a 
young man asked if she needed help 

carrying her groceries, police reports 
said. 

The woman refused, prompting the 
man to threaten her with what 
appeared to be a toy handgun, police 
said. The man warned that he would 
shoot her, the woman told police. 

The victim tried to escape by step
ping through a fence that separates 
the strip mall parking lot from a near
by apartment complex, but the thief 
seized her purse and ran away, police 
reports said. 

The woman reported that her purse 
contained keys, an address book, her 
identification and some loose change. 

She told police that she believed 
the thief was the same person she had 
seen a short time earlier inside the 
Farmer Jack store. After the robbery, 
the woman recalled that she had seen 
the man inside the supermarket buy
ing a toy gun, police reports said. 

See THEFT, 4A 

DARE drawing 

The Westland police department's DARE (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education) officers will an
nounce the winners of a Caribbean cruise and two 
other prizes at 7 p.m. Monday at the North Broth
ers Ford dealership. Other prizes will be a replica 
of President John F. Kennedy's desk and chair 
arid a 21-Inch color TV. Tickets are still being sold 
by DARE officers and at North Brothers. The 
Ford dealership will hold the drawing in its new 
modernized used car showroom, on Ford Road at 
Farmlngton Road. The opening will be from 4-7 
p.m. Monday-
SnOW White coming 

The Missoula Children's Theater is planning a 

PLACES & FACES 
production of "Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs." The play will feature ovef 60 children 
from Wayne, who will help rescue Snow White 
from the queen's spell. The play will be staged at 4 
and 7 p.m. Saturday In the State Wayne Stage IV 
Theater on Michigan Ave., west of Wayne Road-
Tickets are $6; student and senior tickets are 
$3.60. Tickets are available at the Wayne Commu
nity Center and the State Wayne Box Office. Call 
721-7400 for information. 

Seniors tee off 
Local seniors are enjoying their ninth golf sea

son at Westland Municipal Golf Course, home 
course for the Westland Friendship Center Senior 
Golf League. Each Friday morning, 20 two-person 
teams tee off at 8:30 a.m. These teams are sup
ported by 16 subs, who are called upon frequently. 
For more Information, call the Westland Friend
ship Center at 722-7628. 

Political picnic 

State Rep. Justine Barns, D-Westland, will 
hold her annual family picnic at noon Saturday, 
Sept. 11, at the Lion's Pavilion at Central City 
Park, on the south side of Ford, east of Newburgh, 
behind City Hall. Cost is i6 per family or 12 for 
senior citizens. Children's games, hot dogs, klelba-
sa, com, beer and pop will be featured attractions. 
Veterans are Invited to attend as Barns' guest. 
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Worker's dbseenity upsets woman FTCw» from page 1A 

BYDABBELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITKR 

A Westland woman who sup
ports Mayor Robert Thomas said 
she was appalled that a city work
er yelled obscenities at her for 
posting a Thomas campaign sign 
in her yard. 

Carol Griffin, a Venoy Road 
resident, aud a public services 
departmenrworker recently drove 
by her bouse in a city truck and 
yelled "f— Thomas" at her. 

Griffin's comments during 
Monday's Westland City Council 
meeting came amid strained "rela
tions between, the Thomas ad-

' ministration and dome DPS 
workers, who have accused the 
mayor of harassing them because 
they don't support his bid for a 
second four-year term. 

Thomas has rejected the claims 
and said his administration has 

clamped down because some DPS 
workers have been ignoring work 
rules. 

Griffin lashed out at DPS work
ers Monday, calling them "noth
ing but a bunch of juvenile delin
quents." She called .the alleged 
comments made. by the DPS 
worker "degrading." 

"If that is what we have work
ing for us, that's a sad situation," 
she said. t 

One DPS. official, Bruce Guer-
tin, said the administration has 
"a real good idea" of who yelled 
the obscenities, but cannot prove 
It unless provided with more in
formation, such as a city truck 
number. 

Griffin vowed to try to get the 
number if the incident is repeat
ed. 

"I will, next time, if I have to 
chase it down," she said. 

"I have never' seen anything 
like this in my life," Griffin said. 
"It's mudslinging." 

Another Westland woman told ' 
' the council Monday that she re
cently saw a DPS truck being 
driven west of Lilley Road in 
Canton Township, and she ques
tioned why the city vehicle would 
be outside of city limits.' 

Guertin, superintendent of con
struction, maintenance and mo-
torpool, said he has confirmed 

. that a DPS foreman was driving 
the truck but "was within the 
parameters" of his job. 

Guertin Baid some DPS super
visors live outside of,Westland 
city limits. He declined to elabo
rate on the incident. 

Thomas, embroiled in a dispute 
with DPS workers, drew support -
from several speakers at Mon
day's council meeting. Thomas is 
being opposed in his re-election 

bid by council members Kenneth 
Mehl and Charles Pickering and 
mayoral hopefuls Doug Noel, 
Kenneth Rauppand Louis Teler-
ico Jr. 

On Monday, Mehl indicated 
the mayor orchestrated the turn
out of pro-Thomas 'Supporters at 
the council meeting. 

Thomas .disputed Mehl's 
claims and said he can't control 
what citizens say when they ad
dress the council. 

Thomas repeated an offer, 
made several months ago, to have 
political statements edited before 
council meetings are broadcast on 
Channel 8 WLND, tho City's gov
ernmental channel. 

Pickering reiterated his opposi
tion to such a move. 

"We can't control what they 
say, but we're certainly not going 
to censor what they say," he said. 

Mayor's cable use creates political static 
B Y DAKRELL CLEM 
STAFF WHITER 

Mayor Robert Thomas has 
come under renewed fire amid' 
allegations he uses Westland's 
city cable channel for political 
gain. 

City resident Bob Johnson 
accused Thomas of breaking a 
promise he made earlier this year 
to try to keep the mayoral cam
paign off WLND Channel 8. 

Johnson, criticizing Thomas 
during Monday's city council 
meeting, questioned.J-3«hy„the 
mayor's town hall meetings are 
still being shown on Channel 8, 
the city's governmental channel. 

Thomas responded that he nev

er pledged to stop airing the town 
hall meetings. He has defended 
the monthly meetings as a way_to_ 
bring govenimenFTn^IoBeTlcon^-

tact with residents. 

However, the mayor noted that 
he has kept his promise to stop 
airing his neighborhood walks. 
And he added that he has halted 
a live call-in program on Channel 
8 that lets city viewers phone the 
mayor and his directors about 
problems. 

Thomas atedly been 

ics have been council president 
Charles Pickering and Council
man Kenneth Mehl — both of 

"whorrTare chaUengmyThomaff 
Pickering and Mehl have 

accused the mayor of using Chan
nel 8 as a public relations tool, 
saying many of the mayor's pro
grams amount to nothing more 
than political campaigning. 

Referring to Thomas' pledge to 
keep the mayoral campaign off 
Channel 8, Mehl said Monday, 
"Unfortunately that hasn't hap-

jpened." , 
The mayor's alleged misuse of 

cable also came under attack in a 

which the literature said stands 
for A Better Community. 

"Robert J. Thomas, mayor or 
TV-stari 

seeking permission from supervi
sors. 
• They accuse Thomas of taking 
away DPS union work by allowing 
developers to- install their own 
water taps. . 
• They blame the mayor for fail
ing to act on a $1.2 million library 
grant that the state has with
drawn. 
• They criticize the administra
tion for having special "perks," 
such as car' phones, pagers and 
fax machines, at taxpayer ex
pense. ; 

• They accuse Thomas of ap
pointing his friends and "cronies" 
to city commissions and boards, 
while removing longtime volun
teers. 

. Those are but a few of the criti
cisms aimed at Thomas — a for
mer DPS worker — but some sup
porters came to his defense dur-
ing Monday's city council 
meeting. 

James Dexter, Westland, Police 
Officers Association president, 
addressed the council and reject
ed claims that Thomas is anti-la
bor. 

"Mayor Thomas is not anti
union when it comes to the police 
department," Dexter said. "May-
or Thomas has done a remarkable. 

criticized by some counclT mem
bers amid allegations he uses 
Channel 8 for propaganda pur- . recent campaign flier 
poses. Some of his harshest crit- by a so-called ABC committee, 

"If you have watched WLND 
Channel 8, the city-run cable TV 
station, you already~know! Mayor 
Thomas dominates the air time," 
the flier continues. "It's a danger
ous thing when politicians arid 
government are in the business of 
reporting the news." 

Thomas, however, has said he 
. has merely lived up to a campaign 
promise to bring government clos-

"eFEcTEriê cTHzeias. The ainng of 
government programs has helped 

promise, he has 
said. 

job when it comes to our associa
tion." 

Dexter dismissed the campaign 
fliers as the work of a few disgrun
tled DPS workers who oppose 

Thomas' re-election. Dexter." 
checked with county officials and-; 
said he learned that the so-called 
ABC group is not registered as. a 
political committee. ';'"„' 

The fliers were labeled "dis- ' 
guating" by Ted Williams, pr«si* '-'". 
dent of the union representing . 
city supervisors. Williams 8410: ' 
moat of the so-called new DPS, -
work rules actually were negotiat- ' 
ed four years ago: ' "_* . 

"Apparently • somebody's not' 
.reading their contract," he said.: ;' 

Council members'-whoJ»ave.re-''-
viewed the work rules appeared to '-
support them on Monday, though, 
some voiced deep concerns that 
DPS workers were recently told to 
sign the rules or face a day off 
from work without pay. Council 
president Pickering criticized the 
way the administration handled: 
the issue and said workers were;' 
forced to sign the rules under" 
duress. ^, . ,. 

The city's personnel director, 
Kent Herbert, said workers were-; 
threatened with suspension only.; 
if they failed to sign the rules:' 
within 30 days. One worker was-" 
briefly suspended, he said. 

Councilman Glenn Anderson 
said he reviewed the work rules -
and didn't rind them to be objec" 
tionable. 

"I don't find anything that's . 
disturbing unless sleeping on the , 
job is-disturbing," he said. 

Candidates deny plans to close senior center 
Two Westland mayoral candi

dates have denied rumors that — 
if elected — they want to shut 
down the city's largest senior citi
zens center. , 

Council president . Charles 
Pickering and Councilman ^ten-
neth Mehl flatly rejected rumors 

that they want to close the_ 
Friendship Center on Newburgh_ 
Road, north of Marquette. 

The center, headed by director 
Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek, pro
vides a wide array of programs, 
services and recreational activi

ties for Westland senior citizens. -
The question to Mehl and 

Pickering was posed by longtime 
council observer Mildred Evans, 
who said rumors of the center's 
possible closing are being widely 
circulated. 

Some council members, such as 
Mehl, have had philosophical dif
ferences with Kozorosky-Wiacek, 
but no council member has ever 
publicly hinted that the Friend
ship Center would be considered 
for closing. 

League offers information 
Looking for information 

about state government? The 
League of Women Voters has a 
toll-free telephone service (1-
800-292-5823) that may be 
helpful. 

The league's Citizen Infor
mation Center in Lansing of
fers to help people find out 
about such things as pending 
legislation, the state constitu

tion, election laws, voting regu
lations or tax information. 

The telephone is answered 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
weekdays. 

The telephone service is paid 
for by the league's education 
fund. The League of Women 
Voters is a non-profit organiza
tion that works to keep voters 
interested and informed about 
governmental issues. 

Pestlarifc (Bbsttver 
663-530 
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Have You 
Heard? 

Annapolis Hospital Speech and Hearing Center 
offers hearing tests by certified audiologists, and 
hearing aids and accessories by licensed special
ists. Our wide selection of hearing aids come 
with a 30-day satisfaction guarantee. Most major 
insurance programs are accepted, including Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield and Paid Prescription. 
So now that you've heard, give us a call at: 

467-4134 

°i 
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Annapolis Hospital 
A D V A N C E D M E D I C I N E 

A Member of the OakwooA Health Care System 

33155 Annapolis Ave. • Wayne, Ml 48184-2493 
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Churchill grad killed, senior hurt in 
BVDOUGFUNKK 
AND MARIE CHESTNEY 
8TAF» Warms 

Churchill High School graduate 
Nick Kavalos, 18 of Livonia, was 
shot and killed late Sunday in a 
northwest Detroit neighborhood 
where he had reportedly gone with 
a friend to sell a car. 

Daniel Deckard, 17 . and a 
Churchill senior who lives on 
Ramblewood in Livonia, was re
ported in fair condition Tuesday 
in* the intensive care unit at an 
area, hospital, also suffering from 
gunshot wounds, a spokeswoman 
reported. 

Detroit Police confirmed the 
victims' names but gave, few de
tails on the shooting or their in
vestigation. 

Visitation for Kavalos will be 
noon to 9 p.m. today at the Fred 
Wood Funeral Home, 36100 Five 
Mile. 

Funeral services are 10:30 a.m. 
Friday from the funeral home, 

then Sta. Constantino & Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church in West-
land. 

Surviving are his parents, Dim-
itrious and Sofia Kavalos; a 
brother, Pete; and two sisters, 
Irene and Emily. 

Kavalos'parents were vacation
ing in Greece when the shooting 
occurred and were expected back' 
Tuesday. , , ' 

Churchill High principal Rod
ney Hosman remembered Ka
valos, whp graduated hi June, as a 
"free-spirited young man" who 
"liked to wear baggy pants and 
did his own thing." 

"He was very easy-going," Hos
man said. "He wanted to graduate 
and run the station for his dad." 

Kavalos reportedly was shot 
near his father's Detroit gas sta
tion. 

Both Deckard and Kavalos 
were shot in the same incident, a 
relative of Kavalos said. 

Deckard reportedly received 
wounds in the head and neck. 

Kavalos died from a gunshot 
wound to the head, according to a 
spokeswoman for the Wayne 
County Medical Examiner. 

Detroit Police reported discov-
' ering Kavalos lying on the street 

about 10:50 p.m. 

A red, 1993 Ford Escort, report
ed stolen from Livonia Aug. 4, 
was found at Shirley and Buena 
Vista — about 30 feet from Ka
valos — with a smashed window 
and punched steering column, po
lice said. . . 

Livonia Police confirmed that 
' ,the car belonged to a? Bedford 

woman, but said they had no in
formation from Detroit Police 
whether the stolen vehicle was re
lated to the shooting. 

Pete Kavalos said his brother 
and Deckard were together Sun
day night. 

News reports said that a cus
tomized Jeep-like vehicle with 
large, built-in stereo speakers, ap
parently owned by Kavalos, fig
ured in the shooting. 

Police,reportedly are searching 
for the vehicle, which the Church
ill principal recalled as Kavalos'. 

On Tuesday, members of the 
Deckard family declined to dis
cuss the shooting. 

A neighbor, Doug Masura of 
Ramblewood, said the, family 
moved into the neighborhood in 
.1976, when Daniel still was a lit
tle boy. 

"I've seen him cutting the grass 
and washing the car," Masura 
said. "They were good people. 
This is bad news." 

Staff writer Tedd Schneider con-
tribated to this story. 

Daniel Deckard Nick Kavalos 

Ex-board meniber^pposes school tax hike rpquest 
Br MARIE CHESTNEY 
STAFF WRITES 

Two people" associated with 
Livonia Public Schools have now 
spoken out against the one-mill 
property tax increase on the Aug. 
30 ballot. 

Many attending Monday's 
school board meeting were 
dismayed when James Memer, a 
former board president and school 
board member from 1978-1985, 
stepped to the podium and read a 
four-page Statement outlining his 
opposition to the millage. 

"After seven years of non-in
volvement, why do you attack 
now?" asked former trustee Carol 
Strom. "Where were you in 
March, July, when budget deci
sions were being made? You are 
arriving late on the scene as a 
self-appointed expert. This will 
only create confusion among the 
voters. Your motive and timing is 
questionable. Abandon this ill-
timed and ill-advised campaign 
and join your neighbors." 

After Memer spoke, 18 sup
porters of the millage strode to 
the podium to support the mil
lage, which,, if passed, will restore 
sports and extracurricular activi
ties and certain other elementary-
programs cut in the 1993-1994 
budget. 

Anti-millage campaign 
School board trustee Joe Laura, 

absent from Monday's meeting, 
also opposes the millage proposal 
on which Westland residents in 
the Livonia school will help de
cide. " 

Billboards proclaiming "no new 
taxes" have sprouted up around 
the district. The billboards are 
paid for by a "no new taxes" com
mittee, of which Merner is the 
treasurer. Also on the committee 
is David Parr, a member of Livo
nia's Zoning Board of Appeals. A 
spokeswoman for the city plan
ning department said Parr recent
ly sold his Livonia home, will 
shortly step down from the board 
and will soon move to Northville. 

Merner had asked school ad
ministrators to compile informa
tion showing the district's 
finances for the past few years. 
The chart prepared by Mike Fur
long, finance director, gives an 
historical overview of the dis
trict's finances starting with the 
1980-81 school year. Merner had 
asked for the following: -
• Percentage of pay increases giv
en to Livonia teachers. 

i^"""""""^^ • Revenues for each year. 
" L I V O N I A * F'^nd'turea for eaeh,year, 
— — — — • Whether expenses exceeded 

revenues, or vice versa. 
• The fund equity, or rainy day 
fund, for each year. 

In preparing his statement read 
to the trustees, Merner said he 
used information gleaned from 
the chart. 
•s 
Yearly deficits claimed 

Merner said the. district's fi
nancial woes can't be laid solely 
on the doorstep of the state. 

The chart shows the district 
has engaged in deficit spending 
every year since the 1987-1988 
school year. 

"This district has operated in 
the red for seven consecutive 
years," Merner said. "During that 
period of time, revenue to this 
district has increased 46 percent. 
If we add the $12 million you have 
taken from reserves, the revenue 
has increased more than 60 per
cent. The consumer price index 
for .the same seven years has only 
increased 37 percent. Simply put, 
this board and boards before it 
have outspent the consumer price 
index by 30 percent. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, you 
don't have a revenue problem. 
You have a spending problem." 

In that seven-year period, 
Merner said, the cost of teacher 
contracts jumped 63 percent; 

"You simply cannot expect the 
taxpayers of this district to pay 
more taxes on top of that when 
districtwide test scores are not 
improving substantially," he said. 

What happens next? 
By seeking extra tax money 

Aug. 30 in an "ill-advised" special 
election, the district is exacerbat
ing a funding problem that will 
only get Worse in the years ahead, 
Merner said. 

"It does not require a rocket 
scientist to expect the state solu
tion to funding public education 
will provide this district with less 
funds than before," he said. "You 
will undoubtedly want to ask us 
to pay taxes above the money that 
the state provides. Unless you get 
the district's spending under con
trol and fully defensible, we will 
not trust you to wisely use more 
money. -

"In order to gain the taxpayers' 
trust you must micro-manage 
every single penny. You must test 
every single line item and what it 

produces against the demands of and spread it around the state. I 
your only two customers: the kids trust you guys; I don't trust the 
ifrtSie schools and-the«ntke-tai stated": 
paying population. 

City man ordered to trial 
in 3-year-old girl's death 
B Y JAY GROSSMAN 
STAFF WRITER 

; Troy District Judge Dennis Drury responded both 
as a judge and a father last Thursday in the case of 
persons from Westland and Detroit involved in a 
police chase in Troy that ended in the death of a 3-
yfcar-old Warren girl. 

; As a judge, Drury ordered the men to stand trial in 
Oakland County Circuit Court. 

". Calvin Billingslea, 44, of Detroit and Donald J. 
Gimotty, 30, of Westland are charged with first-de
gree murder in the death of Nichole Thibodeau. 
They are charged with first-degree murder because 
the fatal accident occurred during the commission of 
alfelony. v 

; "As a parent . . . ," Drury told the men during 
their preliminary examination in 52-4 District 
Court, "I guess it's my hope you spend the rest of 
your life in prison without parole." 
'. If convicted of first-degree murder, the two men 

f$ce a sentence of life in prison without the possibil
ity of parole. 

The July 24 chase began after the two men al
legedly stole a rack of dresses from the Winkelinan's 
clothing store at 13 Mile and Woodward in Royal 
Oak. Both men are also charged with two counts of 
retail fraud. 

• Gimotty is accused of driving a Ford Thunderbird 
and leading police on a high-speed chase through 
fOur cities before crashing at the intersection of 
Maple and Dequindre. The Thunderbird smashed 
into a brown Oldsmobile being driven by Nichole's 
mother, Lisa Ann Sarles, who was hospitalized after 
the crash. 
; One witness, John Maestri, estimated the Thun

derbird was traveling at speeds of,up to 90 mph be
fore running through a red light at the intersection. 
'. "When he passed me, my car rocked side to side," 

Maestri testified. 
- Perhaps the most difficult testimony came from 

Madison Heights police officer Steve Worton, one of 
the first people to arrive at the accident scene. 
: Worton said he was roughly a half-mile behind 

the Thunderbird when it crashed. Fighting back 
tears, the officer described on the witness stand how 
tie tried to help Nichole and her mother. 

"The lit'.le girl was belted in a booster seat," he 
said. "I undid the belts . . I did not move the child. 
She needed paramedic help." 

The two men tried to run away but were quickly 
apprehended. A prisoner at the Oakland County Jail 
testified Wednesday that while he was in the prison 
infirmary, he overheard Bllllngiilea congratulating 
Gimotty "on his driving skills." 

Asked if the two men showed any remorse, the 
pritOMr said they were only sorry they were caught 

Superintendent Joseph Mari-
rielli said it's easy to criticize in 
retrospect, when all the facts are 
known. 

"We gave it our best shot. Who 
knew that the tax freeze and tax-
base sharing would come?" 

Each year the district dipped 
deeper into its fund equity, Mari-
nelli said, to avoid having to ask 
taxpayers for more money. 
Board actions defended 

The chart shows the district 
had its most fund equity — $12.2 
million — in 1986-87. It went 
downhill every year after that, 
ending with $845,169 in 1992-93. 

Westland resident John Hill, a 
frequent board watcher, said his 
hours spent' at board meetings, 
showed him that the trustees "do 
a reasonable job" in managing 
money. 

"The school board is not the 
guy causing the problems, they 
are the victims," Hill said. "The 
governor wants, to take our money 

Paul Terek said he couldn't 
think of a better investment than 
the one-mill tax increase. 

It's unfortunate that education 
in Michigan is in turmoil, but the 
kids shouldn't be punished be
cause of this, said Bob Biga. 

Laura Hudy, Stevenson High 
School senior, said athletics and 
education are inseparable. "You 
can't have one without the other," 
was the slogan printed on her T-
shirt. 

Former trustee and city council 
candidate Pat Sari said the board 
had the responsibility to put the 
millage question on the ballot. 

"I believe we have been fiscally 
responsible," Sari said. "At no 
time have we levied all the mil
lage we are entitled to by the com
munity." 

Saying that no one knows what 
will happen next year, when the 
new school funding is in place, 
Cathy Pare urged residents to 
give students "one last good 
year." 

JIM RIDER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

In court: Donald Gimotty of Westland in 
52-4 District Court during his preliminary 
examination. 
• 'My client feels horrible. He does 
have remorse. It's the first thing 
he relayed to me.' 

Lawrence Kaluzny 
defense attorney 

— not for the little girl's death. 
Defense attorney Lawrence Kaluzny, representing 

Gimotty, disagreed with the prisoner's statement. 
"My client feels horrible. He does have remorse," 

Kaluzny said. "It's the first thing he relayed to me." 
Because he was the driver, Gimotty faces additional 
charges of felonious driving and fleeing a police offi
cer, 

Billingslea's attorney, Donald Williams, said he 
plans to file a motion to dismiss the murder charge 
against his client since he was the passenger in the 
Thunderbird. 

"Motions will be filed to dismiss the felony mur
der charge," Williams said. "If that doesn't happen, 
well let a jury decide." 

The trial is set to begin at 1:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
30, before Oakland County Circuit Judge Fred 
Mester. 
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LIVONIA UTKA 
1 $700 Mlddlebelt Rd. SOI 70 Van Dyke 
(Ret. 5 & 6 Mile Rds.) (Bet. 22 & 23 Mil? Rds.) 
Uvonla. Ml 48154 Utica, Ml 48.11 7 
31J.261.7780 313.2S4.5260 

ANN ARBOR 
820 West Elsenhower 
(Cranbrook Village) 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 
313.995.5585 

An Authoriied Ethan Allen Retailer. Ann Aibor: Tues., Wed., Sal. 10 AM-5:30 PM Mon., Thure., Fri. 10 AM-9 PM 
Utica: Mon., Thurs., Frl. 'til 9 PM Tues., Wed., Sat.'til 5:30 PM Sunday 12 PM-5 PM 

Livonia: Mon-Fri. HI 9 pm SAT. 10-5:30 PM Sun. 12-S PM 
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