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TODAY

Toplc is gangs. The Livonia

~ Board of Education is hoping to
head off problems with teen gangs
before they become serious. /2A

Free cuts: Five dozen children in
the Norwayne neighborhood
received free haircuts Monday as
they prepare to return to school
next week. /3A :

Hearing delayed: A court hear-

ing for four defendants charged

with the murder of two Westland

persons has beerv delayed to Sep-
- tember. /4A

OPINION

_ Taxing issues: The Wayne-
Westland and Livonia school dis-
tricts are wrestling with money
problems and upcoming millage
elections. /14A

On millage: Our guest columnists
on the points of view page today
discuss the pro and con of Mon-
day’s school millage request.
Readers also write in to share
their views. /15A

Soccer outlook: Churchill and
Franklin High Schools are pre-
viewed for the 1993 season. /1B

Crafty moments: Livonia’s
Greenmead Historical Village pro-

vides the back%the Ameri-
cana Craft Show, ring heri-
tage crafts, this weekend. /1D

.bruises
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Schools to seek

The Wayne-Westland school board will askivoters in -

sixweokstoappmveamaiortaxinmmwhichwould

> allow programs cut this year to be restored. The board
. president feels the proposal is helped by a united ‘

boa.rd of education,

BY DARRELL CLEM
‘STAFF WRITER ..

Wayne-Westland school dlstnct
voters will be asked to increase their
property tax rate by 6 mills in a spe-
cial Oct. 18 election.

The one-year proposal would gen-
erate $7 million in new revenue, put-
ting buses back on the roads for high

N schoois and' junior inghs and aIlowmg ,

officials to restore elementary librar-
ies and expressive arts, among other
programs,

“I believe this is a reasonable mil- -

lage that can be sold to the people,”
school board president Francis “Bud”
Winter said Monday after a united
board approved the 6-mill proposal in

a6-0 vote

McCusker, who wanted a hlgher-pro-
posed rate, didn’t atfend Monday’s.

. session. Hll oolleaguas said. that he
‘was

ill.
B ¢ think one of the most 1mportant

things that happened tonight is a
" united hoard,” Superintendent Larry

Thomas said after the hoard gave its
unanimous approval to his 6-mill rec-

. ommendation.

Property owners would pay an ad-
ditional $6 per $1,000 of state-equal-
ized valuation. The owner of a typical
$80,000 house, with a $40,000 SEV,

" Board " vice' premdent Mathew

. 1998 Subufban Communications Corpore = 1

6-mill tax hike

would see aohool tueﬂ increase 8240,,
md Randy Lieps, chief fiscal officer. -
The -tax increase would. come due

on winter tax bills. The tax would be . -

Jfor only one year because’state legis- -

- lators have abolished school. property

taxes, in Mlclugan for suhsequent .
years.

.The " 16,500-student Wayne-West- :
land“dutnct began facing its wordt fi-
nancial crisis ever when a twg-year,
7.75-mill tax expired June 30. School
officials have slashed $12 million
from the district’s $84 million budget.

See TAXES, 2A

I nkster parents petitions push for buszng

BY DARRELL CLEM
StAFF WRITER

Hundreds of Inkster residents have
slgned petitions demanding that bus-
mg be restored for Wayne-Westland
junior high and high school students.

The petitions, given to the school
board Monday night, underscored the
fears of many district residents who
are worried about their children’s
safety in the wake of massive budget
cuts that eliminated busing for sec-
ondary students. .

But Inkster families, in particular,
will suffer more because they live far-

B ‘You have made an attempt to strike out at parents
because the millage was defeated. . . You' re vln-

dictive.’

-

ther from secondary achools than do.

many district residents in Westland
and Wayne, eoncerned parents told
the school board Monday.

The 16,600-student Wayne-West-
land district serves Westland, Wayne

Jane Bradley

parent

_and portiono of Inkster, Canton_
Township and Romulus. Busing

would be restored if voters approve a
6-mill tax plan during a special Oct.
18 election.

Parents warned the board that stu-

dents will be placed at risk as they

" cross busy roads to walk to school.
Working parent Bonnie Kilgore of
Inkster said some students will have
to walk five miles to school.

“Why don’t we just boycott these
schools?” she asked Monday. - i

Parent Jane Bradley urged the
board to restore busing and save
money in other areas, such as elimi-
nating some elective courses at sec-
ondary schools.

See BUSING, 2A

Woman fends off would-be robbers outs1de Meijer

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland woman thwarted an at-
tempted robbery when she was at-
tacked by two young males Friday in
the Meijer parking lot on the south-
east corner of Warren Road and New-
burgh, police reports said.

The woman, 21; suffered some
but otherwise eaeaped
unharmed during the 11 p.m. inci-

dent at one of Westland’s busiest and
largest retail stores, the reports said.
The woman told police that she left
Meijer and was walking to her car
when she was “jumped from behind
and thrown to the ground” by two
young males, described as white and
in their late teens, Westland police
reporta said.
- The woman told police that the
teens tried to steal her purse, which

she held tightly against her body mth
both hands and refused to give up,
police reports said.

Following a brief struggle, the teens
abandoned the attempted robbery
and fled on foot, laughing as they ran
in a northwest direction in the park-
ing lot, the woman reported.

The attack left the woman with

" bruises on_her left forearm and on her
_buttocka, but she was not seriously -

injured, police reports said.

One assailant was described as a
white male, 17 to 18 years old, with
short “spiked” hair. He wore a yellow
tank top, blue jeans and black sun-
glasses, police reports said.

The second assailant was described
as a white male, also 17 to 18, with
short dark hair. He wore a red T-shirt
and blue jeans, the woman told po-
lice. - -
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The Wayne-Westland Soccer Club is looking for
players for its under-19 high school team. Eligible
are playera born between April 1974 and August -
19717. Call 458-7786 by Sept. 1.

Golf benefit

The Friends of the Wayne-Westland Public Li-
brary will hold its annual golf outing Saturday at
the Westland municipal golf course, on Merriman,
south of Cherry Hill. For $35, players will get nine
holes of golf, a chance to win prizes, team prizes
for the best scores and a dinner, Call Don Toms,
729-3454, or Mary Gale, 722-9033. Proceeds will
benefit the library which serves the two cities.

PLACES & FACES

Opinions wanted

The Westland Observer has had an excellent re-
sponse in {ts appeal for local readers or communi-
ty leaders to write guest columns on topics of local
concern or interest. Péople considering writing col-
umns should limit thelr commenta to two double-
apaced pages. Columns should be sent to the
Leonard Poger, Westland Obgerver editorial de-
partment, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150. For
more inforination, call 953-2107. .

The Westland Seniors’ Resource Department
will sponsor a beginners’ sign language class start-
ing Wednesday, Sept. 8 and continuing for six
weeks at the Friendship Center, 1119 N. New-
burgh, north of Marquette. Claas will be 10-11
a.m. for $1 per class. A continued beginners’ class
will be from 11 a.m.-noon the same days. Fees will
be donated to a deaf, hearing and speech center.
Instructor will be Pat Fedelem, center's interpeter
and manager. Call 722-7632 for info.

Groups or individuals may submit announce-
ments for the Places and Faces column, directing
them to the Westland Obgerver editorial depart-
ment, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 481560. Our fax
number is 691-7279.
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Taxes ﬁom page 1A

Schaol officials had hoped to
_ forestall the cuts by proposing a

" @-mill-tax and a Headlee Amend-

- ment override in a special April
- election. But voters rejected both
proposals by wide margins,

Some board members indicatéd
Monday that they will not join
another tax campaign if the Oct.
18 proposal fails. ’

The tax- plan would allow
" school officials to restore most —

but not all — of the programs and

services - that have  been - cut,

Thomas said Monday.

Trustee Laurel Raisanen.said
she. supports the 8-mill plan, in-

- dtead of a larger proposal, because

“we're.in the middle of a taxpayer

revolt.” .

In its tax campaign, Raisanen
said the board should promise
taxpayers that the money will be
used only for programs — and not
employee pay raises. Citizen com-
plaints about teacher salary in-
creases have plagued the district
in recent years.

But Winter and trustee Leon-
ard Posey said they could not
make such a promise.

“I’'m not going to sit here and
say I will never vote on salaries,”
Winter said. :

The board has set aside no
money in ité8 current budget for
salary increases, even though five
of seven employee groups are
working without a contract,

School officials had sought con-

cessions fromi émployee groups,’
but have received none. On. Mon-
day, Wayne resident Val Wolf
suggested that Thomas “take the
lead” in making concessions.
Westland resident Jerry Mer-
cier also suggested that the dis-
trict stop paying the salary of
William Reece, president of the
Wayne-Westland Education As-.
sociation. The district. pays the
union president’s salary as part of
a contract clause negotiated years
» ago, ~but - Reece " isn’t actively

.+ teaching and Mercier said, *T be- -
lieve it (the salary) should-be off

the taxpayers’ back.” .

.Meanwhile, some. board -tru‘s_-,‘

tees on Monday conceded that the
Oct. 18 tax campaign will be diffi-
cult at best. Trustees Vicki Welty

and Patricia Brown said they had -

wanted to seek a tax increase

. higher thair6 mills, but they con-

ceded that taxpayers would reject
it.

The district’s overall millage
rate has plunged from 47.12 mills
($47.12 per $1,000 of SEV) last
yéar to its current 37.14 -mills.
The drop was attributed to the
7.75-mill expiration on June 30
‘and an sutomatic millage roll-
back mandated by the Headlee
Amendment. R

If approval, the 6-mill increase
would put the district’s millage
rate art 43.14 mills for this fiscal
year.

.
B“Slng from page 1A

“

“You have a lot of electives that [} Board member Leon-

are not going to help students
when they go off to college,” said
Bradley, a Crestwood school dis-
trict counselor who lives in Ink-
ster.

Bradley accused the board.of
cutting busing in revenge for vot-
ers’ rejection of a tax proposal last
April.

“You have made an attempt to
strike out at parents because the
millage was defeated,” she said,
adding later, “You're vindictive.”

Superintendent Larry Thomas
stressed that cuts other than bus-
ing have been made. Officials
have-slashed $12 million in what
he termed the largest one-year
budget cut in the school district’s
history.

Board member Leonard Posey
told the parents that three of the
seéven board members — like
other parents — have children in
secondary schools. Cutting busing
“is not something that we did de-
liberately and intentionally to
punish anyone,” he said.

Posey warned that unless the
Oct. 18 millage proposal passes,
“things are going to get worse.”

In submitting petitions signed
by more than 300 citizens, Inkster
resident Lillian Randolph sug-
gested officials should be working
with the regional transportation
system SMART to try to find an
.alternate ride to school for chil-
dren.
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ard Posey warned that -
unless the Oct. 18 mil-
lage proposal passes,
‘things are going to
gotworse.”

Westland resident Bill Ed-
wards said he has two Marshall
Junior High students who will
have to cross&enoy at Avondale,
where he said rush hour traffic
reaches 45 to 50 miles per hour.
Saying there’s no traffic light at
the intersection, he called for ef-
forts to make the intersection safe
for students.

— Schools t

. BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER
Livonia school district officials
hope to nip gang activity in the
bud before gangs have a chance to
take root in the city.

“It's not a local problem but a
_nationwide . problem,” said Ken
Watson, director of secondary ed-
ucation and the district’s superin-
tendent-designate. ‘“But waiting

until we get a large amount of
gang activity will :make this ex-
tremely difficult to deal with.” -
- Area police departments re-
cently have held meetings to alert
parents to the signs that indicate
gang activity has "begun- in their
neighborhood: , Signs include
strange symbols and letters such
as dragons or pitchforks, hand
signals and even the wearing. of
certain colors.

The Livonia Board of Educa-
tion, which represents the north-

ern section of Westland, aired -

Monday for the first time its new
anti-gang policy. The policy,
which prohibits gang activity in
the schools, will be officially
adopted this fall after teachers
and administrators have the
chance to comment. :
Administrators concede mere
words printed on paper won’t stop

ake aim at gang activity

B ‘The reality Is that it Is a small problem In
Livonla. But it started out smali in other com-
munities. They didn’t take a proactive stand to
maintain control and wound up with larger prob-

Ken Watson

director, secondary education, superintendent:designate

‘gang )activit‘y from tﬁking root.A
They said they must have a policy
in place so building administra-

“tofs have guidelines to turn to if

confronted with gang behavior. -

“It’s ah attempt to give tlie ad--

ministrative staff a vehicle-to-deal
with the problem,” Watson said.

“Gangs - are an  ever-changing

problem. This' month’s symbol
may not be next month’s symbol.
The items of clothing continually
change. One week it could be a red
bandana; then it’s a rubber band
over the wrist. We have to keep
abreast and have a policy to cover
all contingencies. We have to
identify what currently is in vo-
gue. :
“The reality is that it is a small
problem in Livonia. But it started
out small in other communities.
They didn’t take a proactive
stand to maintain control and

wound up with larger problems.”

Police say gangs are no longer a
big-city problem. There’s increas- -
ing evidence, they say, that sub-.
urban youngsters are fascinated
by gang lingo and dress.  ~ »

Gang activity in the suburbs

‘first begins among “wannabees,”’
or those who imitate big city gang «
behavior, said Johii Rennels, di-
rector of personnel. :

But this harmless imitation
can eventually turn into drug use
and violent acts, he said.

Trustee Ken Timmons ques-
tioned if teachers will have the
necessary tools to ferret out
whether gang rituals and habits
exist in the classroom.

“How can teachers recognize
symbols that relate to gang activi-
ty?” Timmons asked. “In a high
school setting, that’s very subjec-
tive.” B )

N LIVONIA:
The new policy prohibits: "
B Students dressing in a manner. -
which is unsafe or disruptive; -
8 Wearing any clothing, Jewelry!
or symbol that may be perceived: -
as gang-related; .
8 Gestures that may be perceived®
as gang-related; . .
[ ] goliciﬁn’g membership in’
gangs; - - S Lo
@ Intimidating or threatening be.. -
havior, or. the seeking of protec-. .
tion money; - o -
M And inciting other students to:
violence. = o
“The policy defines gang as a-
group of two or more people bent.
on committing illegal acts or vio-!
lating school rules. ‘
Signs of gang activity include: -
B The wearing of the same color,
or combinations of colors; o
8 Using hand signals to identify:
fellow gang members; .
8 Using trendy speech; :
@ Graffiti or writing on property..
Gangs mark their territory with,
graffiti; .
B And symbols and letters on'
books, clothing or other personal:
items. Symbols include snakes.
and Trojan heads. '

Strong families overpower lure of gangs

When the family meets‘ a .

child’s needs, then the gang has
nothing to offer. That’s the
premise of the Family. Service
Agency of Detroit and Wayne
County. :

The agency has published tips
on what steps parents can take to
help their children avoid gangs.-It
offers the following tips:

Parents must combat, with
their own actions, the lure of the
gang. This action must start be-
fore children reach their teens.

For example, gang members of-
fer companionship. Therefore, the
most important thing a parent
can do is remain involved in a
child’s life. This includes going to
the movies, shopping, skating or
playing in the park. -

Don’t drop children off at the

Jeannie Zimbalatti’s Dance School
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mall, skating rink; movies or

park. Children dropped off some-
where get the message they’re not
wanted and no one is interested
in what they're doing. )

In a gang, there are niles and
clear, drastic consequences for
breaking them, such as beatings.
Gangs dictate to members what
they wear, who they associate
with and what they do.

Therefore, families also must .

have clear, consistent rules. And
the consequences of breaking
those rules should be spelled out

so that children have a secure
sense of boundaries. The agency
says children want rules to follow.

Gang members also make it
their' business to know each
other’s friends. Gangs say they of-.
fer friendship and loyalty, but it
is conditional . on. following the
gang’s rules.

Therefore, parents. should get
acquainted ‘with their child’s
friends by inviting them into the
home or on a family outing.

For gangs, excitement comes in-
the form of fights with rival gangs,

Presents:
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beating new members as an initj.
ation, using or selling drugs, or
tarking territory by spray-paint-
ing graffiti on others’ property, ' -
Therefore, parents should ex-
pose their children to as many
healthy experiences as possible.
In this way, they’ll discover
things to excite them and keep

_them active.

Teens especially, the agency
said, have a need for excitement. .

This need can be met through
involvement in team sports or ex-
tracurricular school activities.
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Hate to cook? Or.are you a great cook who just
needs a bit of inspiration now and then. Whichever
catetgory you fall into, or if you're somewhere in
between, our advice is not to read our Monday
Taste section without a pair of scissors in your
h_and... That way you can be ready to clip those
interesting, nourishing,

readers, Larry Janes and our food editor Keely

super recipes from our

Wygonik.







