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Posey: Face gun problem i i 

Leonard Posey, whose resignation from the Wayne-
Westland school board is effective Dec. 31, wants the 
district to have a summit meeting to discuss the grow
ing problem of weapons in schools. 

B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFt- WRITKR 

Troubled by weapons and drugs in 
schools, a departing Wayne-Westland 
school board member says district of
ficials should plan a summit to dis
cuss the problems with parents and 
school employees. 

As he leaves the board Dec. 31 be
cause of an out-of-state job promo

tion, Leonard Posey said officials 
should address the issues — particu
larly school violence — in a more 
proactive way. 

Saying parents don't know the se
verity of the problem, Posey said a 
well-publicized summR could help 
the community better grasp such is
sues as school violence, gangs and 
drugs. 

"We've got "kids bringing'guns and., 
knives to school, and we're not doing 
anything to teach against weapons," 
he said. 

At least four guns have been confis
cated in Wayne-Westland schools 
since Nov. 9. And, increasingly, 
youngsters walking the streets of 
Westland are being robbed at gun
point of athletic coats that have gang 
"colors." 

Posey said representatives from 
other school districts could be invited 
to a summit so that local officials 
could learn how other communities 

See POSEY, 4A 

Kids perform puppet show 

- ART EMANUELE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Puppet time: Kris Sharon (foreground) and classmates Rick Reaves, Maria Porter, Kym-
berli Helton, Brandy Tinker,-Jeff Laurie and Jesse Trudell display puppets used in a play 
written by Kris and performed last week. -

Pupil's script brought to life 
K ris Sharon has written a 

C h r i s t m a s - t h e m e p lay 
which was performed last 
week off-Broadway — 

about 650 miles off-Broadway. 
The Westland youngster had the 

pleasure of seeing his script come 
to life at Jefferson Elementary 
School where he is a sixth-grader. 

The 15-minute play is about 
puppets who are brought into a 
family's home for Christmas and do 
nothing but party and other silly 

things before they are kicked out, 
Kris s a id . 

"I designed the scenery myself, 
but a few friends helped color it in." 

The costumes used were Santa 
and Mrs. Claus outfits and lion, 
hippopotamus, fox and dragon pup
pets from the school library's 
shelves. 

Kris, 11-year-old son of Michael 
and Susan Sharon, said he started 
writing the untitled play in early 
November. 

The play writing is nothing new 
for Kris, who said 1m likm, wiiting" 
fiction "because you can do any
thing with your imagination." 

His literary skills were recog
nised before this school year with 
Kris invited to attend a young au
thors conference last year at the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 

He has been writing stories since 
the second grade, he said. 

The Christmas play was suggest
ed by his teacher Marjorie Murphy. 

Leonard Posey: 
Ends school career 

Kids 
warn 
teens 
B Y LEONARD POGEH 
EDITOR 

John Glenn High School students 
had a special homework message 
from nearly 1,000 elementary stu
dents — don't drink and drive during 
the holidays. 

To make sure the Glenn pupils got 
the message, some 1,000 elementary 
s tudents in the high school's atten
dance area wrote special letters which 
-were taped to all Glenn lockers on 
Friday, Dec. 17, the last clay of classes 

• DRUNKEN PRIWKQ 
before the start of the two-wci-l: holi
day vacation period. 

The project was initiate'l ;>> 
Glenn's Students Against Druid, 
Driving chapter, whose adviser :-
teacher William Boyer. 

One elementary student, Lincl<i 
Moore, sent a poem to the Glenn pu
pils. "So please, for my sake and 
yours, don't drink-n-drive" the letter 
concluded. 

A Stottlemyer girl wrote that it's 
"sometimes hard to say no (to drink
ing), but jus t do it. Believe me, I've 
been there before " 

The youngster said she went 
through a problem caused by peer 
pressure "from people I thought were 
friends, but the truth is they were not 
friends. They didn't care about me." 

Letter writer_AmbtT-Hafola wrote a 
Tenn student, that "you are very 

special. You're putting yourself in 
danger" if you drive and drink. 

A more direct message was com
posed by Tiffany Pickett of Hamilton 
School who urged the teenagers: 
"Drinking makes you gut stupid and 
do stupid things." 

She also urged students to avoid 
smoking because "smoking kills your 
lungs and kills you." 

See WARN, 4 A 
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Judges leery of Felan-Brown case 

Sharon Felan: 
arraigned 

B Y L E O N A R D P O G E K 
Eon on 

Westland's two district court judg
es will decide this week if they should 
disqualify themselves from hearing 
an ussault and battery case involving 
a Wayne-Westland school board 
member and a former board member. 

At Thursday afternoon's arraign
ment of Sharon Felan, charged with 
assaulting board member Patricia 
Brown a t a Nov. 23 board meeting, 
Judge C. Charles Bokos said from the 
bench that "there could be a prob

lem" if he or presiding Judge Gail 
McKnight heard the case. 

"There is a strong possibility that 
the judges may disqualify them
selves," Bokos said. He said he would 
discuss the problem with McKnight 
and they would probably decide by 
Tuesday. 

Prosecuting attorney Don Vander-, 
sloot and defense attorney Michael 
Ostroski said they had no objections 
to the Westland judges hearing the 
case. If the judges disqualify them
selves, a judge from another court will 

be asked to handle the misdemeanor 
case. 

Bokos, who accepted Felan's not-
guilty plea, set a $5,000 personal 
bond for Felan, and also ordered the 
defendant to avoid any contact with 
Brown. 

Afterwards, Felan wondered how 
she would meet that directive- in the 
upcoming school board interviews of 
herself and others who have applied 
for a board vacancy. The interviews 

Sec JUDGES, 4A 

Special programs 
The Westland Therapeutic Program has a 

comprehensive schedule of programs and activi
ties for local disabled people, said Marilyn Mar
tin, the program's new supervisor. Among those 
are a video game night on Saturday afternoon, 
Jan. 29, a weight-training program, scheduled for 
Saturday mornings starting Feb. 5, seeing n Junior 
Red Wings game Sunday, Feb. 20, and a Wonder
land Center rally on Saturday, March 19. There is 
n fee for the programs. Details on those and other 
programs are availnble at Bailey Recreation Cen
ter or by calling Martin, 722-7620. 

Storytelling 

Preschoolers and early elementary grade pupils 
can register for free story-telling programs, to start 
in early February by the Wayno-Westlnnd Public 

PLACES & FACES 
Library and the Westland recreation department. 
They will be held in Bailey Recreation Center, on 
Ford between Wayne Road and Newburgh, direct, 
ly behind city hall. The story and craft program 
for youngsters between 4 and 8 will be 7-8 p.m. 
Mondays on Feb. 7, 14, 21, and 28. Story time for 
preschoolers and parents or caregivers will be from 
10-10:30 a.m. the four Wednesdays in February. 
Registration will start in January. Knrollmont is 
limited. For information, call 722-7620. 

Soccer signup 
The Wayne-Westland Soccer League is offering 

nn entry-level referee class, to bo Monday and 
Wednesday nights starting Jan. 10 and concluding 
Jan. 20 at Bailey Recreation Center, on Ford be

tween Wayne Road and Newburgh, directly be
hind city hall. The $45 fee will cover 16 hours of 
instruction, a rule book, written test, referee badge 
and state/national registration. The program is 
designed for players or parents who would like to 
gain a better understanding of the game and earn 
extra money. Call John Rmmerd, 728-4008. 

inauguration 
The Nov. 2 mayoral anil city council election 

winners will be formally sworn into office at a 
public ceremony scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 3, at Bailey Center, on Ford between Wayne 
Road and Newburgh, directly behind city hall. To 
be installed are newly elected couneilmcn Charles 
Griffin and David Cox. Taking their oaths of office 
for new second terms will be Mayor Robert Thorn 
as anil rouneilwomcii Sandra CioifelH and Sharon 
Scott. • -
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Posey: Face gun problem 
Leonard Posey, whose resignation from the Wayne-
Westland school board is effective Dec. 31, wants the 
district to have a summit meeting to "discuss the grow
ing problem of weapons in schools. 

B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITKK 

Troubled by weapons and drugs in 
schools, a departing Wayne-Westland 
school board member says district of
ficials should plan a summit to dis
cuss the problems with parents and 
school employees. " * 

As he leaves the board Dec. 31 be
cause of an out-of-state job promo

tion, Leonard Posey said officials 
should address the issues — particu
larly school violence — in a more 
proactive way. 

Saying parents don't know the se
verity of the problem, Posey said a 
well-publicized summit could help 
the community better grasp such is
sues as school violence, gangs and 
drugs. 

"We've got kids bringing guns and 
knives to school, and we're not doing 
anything to.teach, against weapons,"-
"he said. "• -<• 

At least four guns have been confis
cated ' in Wayne-Westland -schools 
since Nov. 9, And, increasingly, 
youngsters walking the streets of 
Westland are being robbed at gun
point of athletic coats that have gang 
"colors."" 

Posey said representatives from 
other school districts could be invited 
to a summit so that local officials 
could learn how other communities 

See POSEY, 4A 

Kids perform puppet show 

ART EMANUELE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Puppet time: Kris Sharon (foreground) and classmates Rick Reaves, Maria Porter, Kym-
berli Helton, Brandy Tinker, Jeff Laurie and Jesse Trudell display puppets used in a play 
written by Kris and performed last week.. 

Pupil's script brought to life 
K ris Sharon has written a 

C h r i s t m a s - t h e m e p lay 
which was performed last 
week off-Broadway — 

about 650 miles off-Broadway. 
The Westland youngster had the 

pleasure-of seeing his script come 
to life at Jefferson Elementary 
School where he is a sixth-grader. 

The 15-minute play is about 
puppets who are brought into a 
family's home for Christmas and do 
nothing but party and other silly 

things before they are kicked out, 
Kris said, 

• "I designed the scenery myself, 
bu t a few friends helped color it in." 

The costumes used were Santa 
and Mrs. Claus outfits and Hon, 
hippopotamus, fox and'dragon pup
pets from* the school library's 
shelves. 

Kris, 11-year-old son of Michael 
and Susan Sharon, said he started 
writing the untitled play in early 
November. 

The play writing is nothing new 
for Kris, who $aid he likes writing 
fiction "because you can do any-N 

thing with your imagination." 
His literary skills were recog

nized before this school year with 
Kris invited to attend a young au- • 
thors conference last-year at the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn 

He has been writing stories sin.$ 
the second grade, he said. , 

The Christmas play was suggest
ed by his teacher Marjorie Murphy. 

Leonard Posey: 
Ends school career 

Kids 
warn 
teens 
B Y L E O N A R D P O G E R 
EDITOR 

John Glenn High School students 
had a special homework message 
from nearly 1,000 elementary stu
dents — don't drink and drive during 
the holidays. 

To make sure the Glenn pupils got 
the message, some 1,000 elementary 
students in the high school's atten
dance area wrote special letters which 
were taped to all Glenn lockers on 
Friday, Dec. 17, the last day of classes 

• DRUNKEN DRIVING 
before the start of the two-w<.-ek holi
day vacation period. 

The project was initiated h> 
Glenn's Students Against Drunk 
Driving chapter, whose adviser 
teacher William Boyer. 

One elementary student, Lind«; 
Moore, sent a poem to the Glenn pu
pils. "So please, for my sake and 
yours, don't drink-n-drive" the letter 
concluded. 

A Stottlemyer girl wrote that it 's 
"sometimes hard to say no (to drink
ing), but just do it. Believe me. I've 
been there before " 

The youngster said she went 
through a problem caused by peer 
pressure "from people I thought were 
friends, but the truth is they were not 
friends. They didn't care about-me." 

Letter writer Amber Harola wrote a 
Glenn student, that "you are very 

-special. You're putting yourself in 
^danger" rf you drive and drink. 

A more direct message was com
posed by Tiffany" Pickett of Hamilton 
School who urged the teenagers: 
"Drinking makes you get stupid and 
do stupid things." 

She also urged students to avoid 
smoking because "smoking.kills your 
lungs and kills you." 

S w WARN, 4A 
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Judges leery of Felan-Brown case 

Sharon Felan: 
arraigned 

B Y L E O N A R D P O G E R 
KMTOR 

Westland's two district court judg
es will decide this week if they should 
disqualify themselves from hearing 
an assault and battery case involving 
a Wayne-Westland school' board 
member and a former board member. 

At Thursday afternoon's arraign
ment of Sharon Felan, charged with 
assaulting board member Patricia 
Brown at a Nov. 23 board meeting, 
Judge C. Charles Bokos said from the 
bench that "there could be a prob

lem" if he or presiding Judge Gail 
McKnight heard the case. 

"There is a strong possibility that 
the judges may disqualify them
selves," Bokos said. He said he would 
discuss the problem with McKnight 
and they would probably decide by 
Tuesday-. , • - - . . 

Prosecuting attorney Don Vandcr-
sloot and defense attorney Michael 
Ostroski said they had no objections 
to the Westland judges hearing the 
case. If; the judges disqualify them
selves, a judge from another court will 

be asked to handle the misdemeanor 
case. 

Bokos, who accepted Felnn's not-
guilty plea, set a $5,000 personal 
bond for Felan, and also ordered the 
defendant to avoid any contftefwith 
Brown. 

Afterwards, Felan wondered how 
she would meet that directive in.the 
upcoming school board interviews of 
herself and others who have applied 
for a board vacancy. The interviews 

Sec JUDGES, 4A 

Special programs 
The Westland Therapeutic Program has a 

comprehensive schedule of programs and activi
ties for local disabled people, said Marilyn Mar
tin, the program's new supervisor. Among those 
are n video game night on Saturday afternoon, 
Jan. 29, n weight-training program, scheduled for 
Saturday mornings starting Feb. 5, seeing a Junior 
Red Wings game Sunday, Feb. 20, and a Wonder
land Center rally on Saturday, March 19. There is 
a fee for the programs. Details on those and other 
programs are available at Bailey Recreation Cen
ter of by calling Martin, 722-7C20. 

Storytelling 
Preschoolers and early elementary grade pupils 

can register for free story-telling programs, to start 
in early February by the Wayne-Westland Public 

PUCES & FACES 
Library and the Westland recreation department. 
They will be held in Bailey Recreation Center, on 
Ford between Wayne Road and Newburgh, direct
ly behind city hall. The story and craft program 
for youngsters between 4 and 8 will be 7-8 p.m. 
Mondays on Feb. 7, 14, 21, and 28. Story time for 
preschoolers and parents or caregivers will be from 
10-10:30 a.m. the four Wednesdays in February. 
Registration will Rtort in January. Enrollment is 
limited. For information, call 722-762¾. 

Soccer signup 
The Wnyne-Westlotid Soccer League is offering 

an entry-level referee class, to be Monday and 
Wednesday nights starting Jan . 10 and concluding 
Jan . 26 at Bailey Recreation Center, on Ford be 

tween Wayne Rood and Newburgh, directly be
hind city hall. The $45 fee will cover 16 hours of 
instruction, a rule book, written test, referee badge 
and state/national registration. The program is 
designed for players or parents who would like to 
gain a better understanding of the game and earn 
extra money. Call John Emmerd, 728-4008. 

Inauguration 

The Nov. 2 mayoral and city council election 
winners will be formally sworn into office at a 
public ceremony scheduled ford p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 3, at Boiley Center, on Ford between Wayne 
Road and Newburgh, directly behind city hiill. To 
be installed ore newly elected councilmen Charles 
Griffin and David Cox. Taking their oaths of office 
for new second terms will be Mayor Robert Tho rn 
ns and eouneilwomen Sandra Cicirolli and Sharon 
Scott. 


