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TODAY

Dancers: Some 400 fathers and
daughters enjoyed the recreation
department’s annual Valentine

Dance Thursday night. /3A

Royalty: The city’s senior re-

- sources department crowned its
Valentine program king and queen
Friday at its annual holiday
luncheon. /3A

Scholarship: Target Stores are
sponsoring a special scholarsth
program. /4A

Sweet memories: Mention .
Sanders and visions of more than
just sugar plums come to mind.
Columnist Judith Doner Berne
found out why. /8A

MALLS & MAINSTREETS

Parisian promo: The soon-to-be
department store at Laurel Park
Place has begun hiring help. /9A

Book worms: Livonia Mall’s an-
nual spelling bee is looking for vic-
tors o/p vocabulary for Saturday’s
contest. /9A

Paczkl Day You don thave to be
Polish to love paczki. They’re not
just an ordinary doughnut /1B

Super Supper: Lucy Mitchell
grew up in a restaurant family.
Her low- at supper suggestwns are

super. /1B
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A judge dismissed an assault
charge against former Wayne-West-
land school board appointee Sharon
Felan after her accuser, board mem-
ber Patricia Brown, announced sud-
denly Thursday that she wanted to

Sharon Felan‘said she is disappointed that Wayne-
Westland school board member Patricia Brown
dropped an assault charge against her. Felan's attor-
ney suggested that a civil suit charging Brown with
defamation of character is possible.

drop the case.

Brown’'s about-face decision
stunned Felan, who said she wanted
an opportunity to fight the charge and
clear her name in court.

“I am in shock. I was not expecting
this,” Felan said Thursday morning,
immediately after visiting Judge

Thomas Van Tiem Sr. dismissed the
case in 18th-District Court.

“I'm disappointed,” Felan added,
standing with her attorney, Michael
Ostrosky, outside the courtroom.

Ostrosky indicated that a civil law-
suit accusing Brown of defaming
Felan’s character is still possible.

“This issue isn’t dead,” he said.
“This matter is not over with.”

Brown declined to comment on the
possibility that she could be sued
over the controversy that erupted
when she filed a police report, accus-
ing Felan of shoving her during a

Olm&mwﬂmm

Brown drops assault charge

‘Nov. 23 argument. Only one wntnexs,

Brown’s roommate, claimed to have
geen the alleged hallway incident.

In a written statement, Brown, 30,
said she asked prosecutor Don Van-
dersloot to have the case dismissed
Thursday “‘since my most recent en-
counters with Mrs. Felan have been
favorable.”

Felan, 46, seemed puzzled by
Brown’s remark and said their only
encounter since Felan was charged
was when Brown and other school

See CHARGE, 4A

By MARIE CHESTNEY
STAI-PWRITBR

Every Friday at 3 p.m. a small
group of parents takes the “don’t
‘dumb down our kids" message to

Livonia school dlstriet, ‘which . in-
cludes the northern portlon of West-
land.

“In the past, schools focused on
academics,” said Lisa Morency,
parent and picketer.

“Now, schools are into intuitive
functioning, feelings, emotions,
physical sensing. Some think this is
wonderful, and some kids need this

tion.”

' near. the. schoo] dlstnct's admlms-
trativdoffices. :

eting schools at closing time, a timé
“when parents are picking up their
children and more apt to see the
groupsmessage ‘
'~ The. picketers oppose outcome-
 based education (OBE), a new state-

. another elementary school in the
takes place in the classroom, the -

kind -of hélp Others don’t. Social
-workers have a place in society,-but’
not m my son’s academic instruc-

In. tHe fall, group members hand- ‘
-fed out informational packets at the
‘corner of Five Mile anid Farndington,

Now that it’s wmter, they re plck— g
" langusge

Group: ‘Outcome’
educatlon ﬂunks

students leam in the classroom In a
nutshell, the state now uses OBE to

‘define the knowledge, values and at-

titudes a student should assimilate
after being taught various subjects.
To . monitor the learning that’

state no longer looks at numbers,
whether it be the number of years
spent in a class or school or the

‘number - of books in the school Ii-

brary.

Instead, the- stabe now tella dis-
tricts to measure what students
learn from those books. The state
now tells districts what exit goals, or
outcomes, it should teat for.: ’I‘he

emphasis has shifted from what'is
‘taught ' to students to ‘what. is

* learned by students, OBE creates a

new - accountabllity for. edueation"j '

- based on results, not intentions, ac.
cordingto the Micbxgan Staw Board |

of Education. .

.The state’s core curnculum apelld o

out outcomes in the followmg areas;’

aesthetic awareness; math “and ‘s¢l-

. énce, physical education and health,

: technology, arts. and life manage- o
‘ment )

' mandated way of measuring what' =

arts, career’ and ‘employa-- .
bility, world- sl\ldles, ‘cultaral and .

See n.um(s. T

' . ART EMANUBLE/S‘!‘AFF Puorroc.m

Protesters. At a recent meetmg held in the Livonia school
district to explam the purposes of outcome-based educatwn,
opponents picketed and prom;sed to demonstrate at elemen-
tary schools. |

City reassures anxious homeowners

BY LEONARD POGER
EviTor

Hundreds of upset Westland home-
owners wondering whether they will
qualify for a large property tax ex-
emption were assured by city officials
iast week that help is on the way.

That help, in the form of a property
tax affidavit, is expected to be in the
mail and in homeowners’ hands early
this week, said city assessor Karen
Hardin.

She and other employees in her as-

sessing department office were
swamped by hundreds of people wait-
ing in line to hand in a version of the
affidavit that was erroneously mailed
to Westland homeowners.

Hardin said the form that should
be used by local homeowners has a
preprinted name, address, property
tax identification number, and a com-
puterized bar code to make it easier
for the state to determine if the home-
owners qualify for the exemption. -

The forms received last week by lo-

cal homeowners were virtually identi-
cal to the ones expected to be in their
hands this week — the exception
being the absence ‘of the name, ad-
dress, identification number and bar

code.

When the appropriate form is
received, Hardin said, homeowners
need only fill in the date and their
Social Security number and sign it.

Those affidavits will be accompa-
nied by a self- addressed envelope and
then returned to City Hall.

Ve .

The affidavits, which must be re-
turned by March 1 crucial to
homeowners qualifying for a major

school operations property tax cut.
/ ‘

Depending on what Michigan vot-
ers decide at the special election
March 15, residents will pay-either 6
or 12 mills. (One mill equals $1 per
$1,000 of state equalized valuation.)

See ANXIOUS, 4A

Victim describes baseball bat beating

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Garden City man testified that
he was kicked in the face and beaten
in the head with a baseball bat when
he went to help two Westland rela-
tives fend off an attack in front of
their house.

Basiel Buck, 36, said he was se-
verely beaten after he drove to the
6300 block of Wayne Road, near
Hunter, to help a nephew and an un-
cle fight off three attackers at 11 p.m.
Jan. 27,

Buck testified that he feared he

ironically, he took to the scene for
protection.

Buck said the bat was taken away
from him after he hit one of his as-
sailants in the leg while trying to
thwart an attack. Two others joined
in the assault, kicking him and beat-
ing him, he testified in Westland 18th
District Court.

“They were holding me down,”
Buck said.

The assailants went to the house to
demand $100 that they said Buck's
nephew owed to them, police have
said. The nephew phoned Buck for

Buck said.

His testimony came Thursday dur-
ing a preliminary examination that
concluded with three Westland men
being ordered by Judge C. Charles
Bokos to stand trial on charges
stemming from the incident.

John Robert Young, 20, Richard
Anthony Nastal, 21, and Ryan Allen
Nastal. 19, could face up to 10 years

~ in prison and fines of $5,000 if con-

victed in Detroit Recorder’s Court.
The Nastals are brothers.

Each defendant faces a charge of
assault with intent to do great bodily

weapon.

Young is accused of wielding the
baseball bat, but the Nastals also
were aggressors during the incident,
Wayne County assistant prosecutor
Maria Petito sald in court Thursday.

“They continued to hold (Buck)
and kick him, even after the second
blow (from the bat) was coming,” Pet-
ito said.

Not guilty pleas had been entered
for all three defendants prior to
Thuraday’s’ heaﬂni0 Pending trlal;
they remaln free on o

Classifieds . . . B-D Opinton . .. .. 8A would die if he suffered one more help when the attackers beg n trying harm (less than murder) and a second 1;
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provide live music. The event is open to the pub- | ant state coordinator of the progtam, How to drive | team. Challengo games will be held at 2and 6 p.m. -}-
Newsroom: §01-2300 lic. Thomas was re-elected to a second term In in bad weather and the effects of aging and medi- —
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BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER

- A Westland woman who grab-
bed onto her husband’s van
while 'he wad driving-away from
a domestic dispute can’t be
forced to testify against him,
even-though she suffered severe

-

from the vehicle, a judge ruled.
- Darcie McCarthy, who spent
three weeks in a coma from head

nent damage, can’t be compelled
to testify against John Francis
McCarthy Jr., 18th District
Judge C. Charles Bokos ruled
Thursday.

Despite his decision, Bokos
nonetheless ruled that other
witnesses’ testimony provided
enough evidence to order

injuries when she was flung,

injuries that could leave perma-

McCarthy to stand trial in De-
troit Recorder's Court for fleeing .
in his van while his wife lay in-
jured in the street.
. McCarthy, who has made
amends with’ his wife of eight
-years, could face up tofive years
in- prison if convicted of leaving .

the scene of the Oct. 2 accident

near the couple’s home on Ger-
aldine, near Joy and Merriman.
Bokos, in ordering McCarthy
to trial, pointed to testimony
from a witness who reported
seeing Darcie’ McCarthy cling-
ing to the van and riding on the
running board before she fell
from the moving vehicle,
Preliminary testimony began
last month during a hearing
that was interrupted when
McCarthy's defense attorney ar-

Man whose wife fell from van faces trial

gued that the wife's statements .

shouldn't be admissible in
court. The hearing resumed
Thursday. - '
~ Dr. Christopher Doig testified
that Darcie McCarthy was semi-
comatose and hooked to a respi-
rator when, he examined her at
Garden City Hospital after the
‘domestic dispute. He said she
suffered a skull fracture that -
dathaged her brain and caused
bleeding inside her head.

The wife's early prognosis was .
‘poor, Doig testified, but added
that her recovery has been ‘“bet-
ter than expected” even though
she could suffer permanent
damage.

Darcie McCarthy, 44, testified
last month that she jumped on
the van's running board as her

(‘John saw me ani stopped,”

" van “and. whacked her head on

husband, 39, was driviri‘g away
and that ‘she . grabbed ahold of
the passenger-side rear-view

she said.
The husband told Westland
police that his wife fell off the

the ground,” Detective Sgt.
Donald Haigh testified. M¢Car-
thy told police that he waited on
a nearby street until a neighbor
summoned an ambulance, then
he bought a pint of vodka and
went to a friend’s house in
Plymouth, Haigh said. ‘

McCarthy told police that his
wife drank 1Y fifths of vodka on
the night they argued. He said
he got into his van to leave after
she began beating him.

Flunks from page 1A

Some goals go beyond academ-
ics and deal with values and atti-
tudes, say OBE opponents. And,
to them, that’s a recipe for mind
control and brainwashing by the
state.

“They intend to modify stu-
dents’ behaviors to meet these
outcomes,” Morency said.

Because it is an invasion of pri-
vacy and takes time away from
academics, Morency said she ob-
jects to Livonia schools asking
students the following questions:
B What is the color of love? Of
hate?

B List 10 words that describe
each person in your family.

B How do you spend your time af-
ter school and on weekends?

“This all promotes the develop-
‘ment of a politically correct atti-
tude among children on issues
such as the environment, multi-
cultural diversity and homosex-
.uality,” she said.

The district, like many others
in the state, has been revamping
its curriculum to meet the model
curriculum Michigan adopted in
1991.

The district hasn't yet rewrit-
ten its entire curriculum to match
the state’s outcomes, said Mar-
lene Bihmeyer, the district’s di-
rector of curriculum. :

This year, the district is rewrit-
ing its technical, business and
foreign language curriculum, she
said.

The state’s change in its core
curriculum began with passage in
March 1990 by the Michigan Leg-
islature of Public Act 25. The act
outlines the following broad edu-
cational reforms for all Michigan
schools:

#l The beginning of a school im-
provement process.

& The beginning of an accredita-
tion process for each school build-
ing.

B Providing a yearly report to the
community from each school
building on the status of the re-
form efforts.

B Defining and providing a core
curriculum for all district stu-
dents at all educational levels.

.Local school boards were told
to use the state’s model as a guide
in developing the local core cur-
riculum for all students.

The foreword to the core curric-
ulum indicates that districts
should serve as the ‘“‘cornerstone
for building all local curricula in
the state.”

The core curriculum is based
on current research on effective
schools and how students learn,
tlre document states.

State educators say the core
curriculum is designed to produce
the following students:

" Look for details of the

B A person who values learning
and is capable of learning over a
lifetime. : :

M A person capable of applying
knowledge in diverse situations.

B A person who makes and im-
plements decisions and plans for
successful living.

B A person who is caring, sensi-
tive and flexible.

B A person who is creative and
innovative.

B A person who can communicate
effectively.

B A person who is a competent
and productive participant in so-
ciety.

OBE opponents say these goals
go far beyond academics, dwelling
more on the values, attitudes and
behaviors the state says are im-
portant.

OBE will “dumb down” kids to
being simply “human resources”

- adjustment

with “politically correct atti-

tudes,” they say.

They believe academic disci-
plines have been replaced with
the state’s new learning goals: life
skills, vocational
training, family-life education
and environmental stewardship.

“This kind of phildsophy could
destroy our country,” Morency
said.

Here are the expected outcomes

The state’'s core curriculum
spells out the specific outcomes
students should achieve in the
following areas:

B World studies, or history, civ-
ics, economics, geography and for-
eign languages. This includes the
promotion of values such as per-
sonal and social responsibility,
the dignity of work, sensitivity to
a multicultural society, and the
responsibilities of democracy.

B Technology. Students are ex-
pected to know the technology
that will be required for success-
ful living in today's world.

@ Physical and health education.
Students should gain the knowl-
edge, skills and abilities to make
decisions that lead to a healthy
lifestyle physically, mentally and
emotionally.

B Mathematics and science. This
includes quantitative and analyt-
ic reasoning, problem-solving and
scientific literacy. ‘ ,
B Life management skills. Stu-
dents learn how to make good eth-
ical personal decisions and how to
be a responsible producer and
consumer. The area also covers
health, family roles and relation-
ships, parenthood and nurturing,
social factors and change, and civ-
ic and social responsibilities.

B Language arts. This includes
reading, writing, speaking, listen-
ing and literature.

M Cultural and aesthetic aware-
ness. Students learn how to use
leisure time and how to-communi-
cate verbally and non-verbally,
They als$ must know interper-
sonal skills, use of community re-
sources, and the relationship be-
tween individual freedom and re-
sponsibility.

B Carecer and employability
skills. Students learn how to ac-
quire and apply knowledge, skills

- and behaviors that are necessary

to get and keep .a job.

8 Arts education. Students use
music, visual arts and the per-
forming arts to appreciate the arts
historically and multiculturally

-~ HIGH HOPES Sunflower contest
in our Creative Living section
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H The state’s model core curriculum Is a set of
student outcomes, not courses or programs.
All students should achleve these outcomes If
they get a kindergarten through 12th grade ed-
ucatlon’in Michigan, educators say.

and to develop their creative and
critical abilities.

The state’s model core curricu-
lum is a set of student outcomes,
not courses or programs. All stu-
dents should achieve these out-
comes if they get a kindergarten
through 12th grade education in
Michigan, educators say.

All areas should also teach the
following: problem-solving, criti-
thinking, decision-making,
and the nurturing of creative and
innovative thinking.

The state gives local school
boards the right to determine the
manner in which the core curricu-
lum is taught in each classroom.

“The Michigan State Board of

Education is committed to insur-

" ing that effective, high-quality ed-

ucation and services are provided
equitably to the people of Michi-
gan and that every student from
our public education is prepared
to function as a competent, car-
ing, productive, and responsible
citizen in our multifaceted and
increasingly complex and global
society,” say state educators in
the core curriculum document.

A copy of all the outcomes ex-
pected in the nine areas (an 80-
page report) can be obtained by
calling the Michigan Department
of Education at 1-800-292-1606.
The report costs $5.20.
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More calls than metros

Robert Mira sold his truck with an Observer & Eccentric ad. *| received
many more calls than either Detroit newspaper,” he told us.
You will, too, when you

.Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market

DEE-O-GEES rer suppLies

811 Inkster Road (between Ford & Cherry Hill) 261-1090

« AQUARIUM SUPPLIES
 FEEDER GOLD FISH
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» TROPICAL FISH |
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w7 5{,}&&{ \ 20 Ib. bag
Lo

Westland Ultimate
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Open House  100-7:00 pm.
Thursday, Feb. 24, 1994

Elementary school information meeting 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center
4950 Madison, Dearborn Hs.

We offer highest quakty:

¥ Preschool classes
¥ Kindergarten

¥ Full day child care
¥ Elementary school
& Summer programs
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER )

A Wayne woman has been or-
dered to stand trial amid allega-
she threatened another
woman with scissors and tried to
rob her of her purse outside of a
Westland drugstore.

Sally Ruth Conciatore, 30, was
ordered to stand trial in Detroit
Recorder’s Court after she volun-
tarily waived a preliminary exam-
ination tecently in Westland 18th
District Court. Her decision
averted pretrial testimony. ,

Conciatore, who has a 3-year-
old daughter, could face up to life
in prison if convicted of assault-
ing the woman and trying to rob
her outside of Arbor Drugs on the
northeast corner of Newburgh and
Glenwood.

The incident occurred at 6:18
p.m. on Jan. 15 as the victim was
walking from her car to the drug-

_ store, police said.

A not guilty plea was entered

for Conciatore on Jan. 24 in 18th

District Court, and she remains

Mother ordered
to stand trial
in robbery case

sy v
e

-

free pending trial. S8he is sched- -
uled to be arraigned in Recorder’s ..
Court on Feb. 17. .

Police reports said a woman °
was walking outside of Arbor -
Drugs when a car pulled up and a -
woman got out, brandishing scis- !
sors and grabbing for the victim's
purse. The victim fought off the
attack and managed to keep her -
purse — without being injured.

The suspect told police that she
attempted the robbery because -
she needed money to buy food, -
Detective Sgt. Marc Stobbe has -
said. X
Conciatore was arrested after
the. victim jotted down a license
plate number and gave it to po-
lice. The information gave police
the tip they needed to make an
arrest.

The would-be robber was ac-
companied by a male companion
at the time of the incident, but
the man was a passenger in the
car and didn't know that a rob- -
bery was going to be attempted,
police said. He wasn't arrested. ‘

Barbershop singers
shanghai audience

The “Pirates of the Barbershop
Coast” will invade the area March
4.5 when the Renaissance Chorus
of the Wayne Chapter of the Soci-
ety for the Preservation and En-
couragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America
(SPEBSQSA) puts on a show.

The chapter’s annual show will
begin 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
March 4-5, in Our Lady of Mercy
High on Middlebelt north of 11
Mile in Farmington Hills.

Tickets are $10 for either per-
formance. Persons 62 and older or
full-time students may buy tick-
ets for $7 each. Tickets may be or-
dered by calling John Lynn of
Redford at 937-1322.

The Renaissance Chorus meets

“at 7:30 p.m. every Tuesday at

Newburg United Methodist

591-0900.

tion from our classified ads:

rummage sales. Cost: $5.95
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

automobiles. Cost: $39.95
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» Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.
Cuﬁ!fIFD. AFTERHOURS 591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
~ OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
» Request subscriptfons at your convenience.
EVENTS LINE: 953-2005 ‘ -
» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.
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» You can use a MasterCardw or Visa®to access the following inform&*  {
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Woednesday thereafter at the same lime. Cost: $5.95. :

* Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
* [tem No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
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BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
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» With a computer and modem you can iog on to O&E On-Line, a com-_
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can

 Community events including all areas covered by our paper

e Stock quotes that are updated dally.

¢ Assoclated Press news - local and national.¢ -

* Westcoast Mysic Review, an electronic music magazine.

o Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services.
¢ PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs. x

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software, Software Is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
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o, DS HOTUNEL 953-2266
» Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line. {

" THE

@bserver &5 Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

Church, 36500 Ann Arbor Trail
just east of Newburgh in Livonia.
For membership information call
Don Degen at 810-437-2958. -

Two quartets will be featured at

the show — “The Cascade Con- .
vention”” and ‘‘The Patch
Chords.” )

“The Cascade Convention" fea- .:
ture a lead and a bass from Ore-
gon and a tenor and a baritone -
from Wisconsin. Fhe quartet has -
been district champion and has
competed twice in ‘international
competitions.

“The Patch Chords” from
Lansing entertain audiences of all
ages with a fast-paced show pack-
age that includes rib-tickling an-
tics mixed with show tunes,
upbeat contemporary numbers, .
and nostalgic favorites. :
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