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Assault: A defendant admitted
that he tried to murder his ex-girl-
friend. /3A |

Gullty plea: A teenager has
pleaded guilty to armed robbery
following the holdup and beating
of a convenience store clerk. /3A

MALLS & MAINSTREETS

Wedding wonders: Jacobson’s
bridal fair launches a new compu-

Bridal bosses: Two women from
Livonia describe how they make
as bridal consultants.

Gourmet marinades: From their
kitchen to yours, meet the foun-
ders of American Connoisseur.
-/1B :

Recipe Make Over: Healthy sub-
stitutes cut fat in spinach pie. /1B

STREET SCENE

Different sounds: Once you get
past the national acts in the

record store bins, you stumble on
the lesser known groups that may
prouvide some good — and some

not so good — regional stylings.
768 | ,

SPORTS

Playoffs start: John Glenn and
Franklin opened their first-round
Western Lakes cage action Friday
night, /1C " |

WLAA volleyball: The league
championship is up for grabs in
;hlec Western Lakes Association.

Classifieds . . . Obituartes . . . . DA
Auto .. ... .. D Oplnion ... .. 8A
Employment . C,D Personals ... . 8B
Rea?estate .. .B,C StreetScene. . . 8B
Crossword . . . 10B 8ports . . .. 1C
Malls. . . . ... 6A Taste. . . .. .
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"assessment increase

_ofreview. . . .

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland residential property as-
sessments are increasing just 3.33
percent in 1994 — the smallest jump
in seven years excluding a statewide
freeze in 1992, Westland assessor

Westland homeowners will see their smallest property

in years — 3.33 percent — this

spring. The city assessor also expects a sharp drop in
the number of assessment appeals to the city’s board
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The 3.33-percent increase is dra-‘

matically less than last year's 13 per-
cent, which sparked a record 3,600
appeals, the asseasor said. She is

predicting far fewer appeals - per-

haps 1,400 — in 1994, .

""" Barring the 1992 freeze, this year's

" assessment increases are the lowest

Karen Hardin said Friday. .
“I believe this is going to be very
good news to people,” she said.
Assessment notices are expected to
‘be mailed to-property pwners by the .
middle of this week, Hardin said.
Appeals will be heard next month.

since a 2.6-percent hike was recorded
in 1987, Hardin said.

Commercial and industrial assess-

ment increases are typically lower
than those for residential property,
and that holds true this year, too,
Hardin said. ‘

Commercial "assessments are
climbing 2.38 percent for 1994, while
indastrial assessments are un.
changed from last year, Hardin said.

“Residential properties sell much
faster. and at'a higher rate,” Hardin
said, explaining why residential as-
sessments typically rise faster than
those for commercial and industrial
~ properties. ‘

Increases in housing prices have
slowed in the last two years, which
helps account for the smaller as..
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| Church. Showing off the Jap
~ nese display are Virginia-Ch
beneau and Danielle-Schaw,

- Native Americans’ story are
(photo at left) Jessica Redde

photos on Page 3A.
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‘both of Troop 602. Telling the .

Troop 1310; Chelsea Janks of .-
Troop 226 and Nicole Murphy of [

- Troop 14, For more on the festi- |
~val, turn to the story and other -
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_ Woman

dies
from
Injuries

By DARRELL CLEM
© STAFF WRITER =~ - : ‘
- A 24.year-old Westland woman
" died Thursday night- from injuries
she suffered 30 hours earlier when she
~ lost control of her car on Warren
Road near Newburgh and was hit
_ broadside by an oncc ming semi-trail-
er, police said. o

" Lori Ann Ankeni ndt, who suf-
fered severe head ar.u internal inju-
ries, died at 11 p.m. ‘i“hursday at the
University of Michigan Hospitals,

said Westland police officer Jack
McIntosh, | .
Ankenbrandt” — Whose death

marked Westland's second traffic fa-

M ACCIDENT

tality this year — had undergone sur-
gery and had been placed on a life-
support system prior to her death, the
officer said. -

A semi-trailer slammed into the
driver's side of Ankenbrandt’s 1980
I Mercury at 5:20 p.m. Wednesday

- when she lost control of her.car while
driving east on Warren, about a quar-
ter-mile west of Newburgh, McIntosh
said.

Ankenbrandt’s car crossed the dou-
ble-yellow line and skidded sideways
into the path of the westbound truck,
driven by a Kentucky man who didn’t

"‘have time to avoid the accident,
McIntosh said. The truck driver
won’t face any criminal charges, the
officer said. : '

“He did slow down,” Mclntosh
said, based on information proyided
by eyewitnesses.

Police are investigating why Ank-

BY DARRELL CLEM
S8TAFF WRITER

pizzeria are under investigation by
Westland police, who believe the rob-
beries are unrelated.

No shots were fired and no injuries
reported in any of the holdups.

The latest incldent occurred at
12:13 a.m. Thursday when a lone gun-

B No shots were flred |
and no injurles reported

1——Armed-holdups-at a Westland gas . e iy
station, two convenience stores and a 1N any Of the holdups.

‘man wearing a ski mask walked into
" Dandy Oil on Ann Arbor Trall, near
Merriman, and demanded money at
gunpoint, sald Westland Detective
Sgt. Donald Haigh.

Robbery rash rocks retailers

" The gunman pointed a small
handgun at a female clerk, who com-
__plied with his demands, Haigh said.
The gunman fled on Toot after tak-~
ing an undisclosed sum of money,

Haigh said.

Just 3%4 hours earlier, two males,

one carrying a gun, robbed the

Eleven store at Venoy and Cherry

enbrandt lost control of her car. She
was alone at the time.

“We think she (started skidding)
when she turned the wheel to try to
get back into her lane,” McIntosh
said. : o

Her car spun around during the
crashi and came to rest beside a guard
rail, the officer said. :

Ankegbrandt’s body was partially
hanging out.of the vehicle when offi-
cers arrived on the scene; she wasn’t
wearing a seat belt, McIntosh sald.

Funeral arrangements -weren't

71
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available as of Friday morning.
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1 noon to-3 pim-Sunday:

Fire safety program
The Automobile Club of Michigan
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~ St. Damian Cﬁtho’é‘? School, on Joy west of
, will hold an open house

ing registrations for prekindergarten through the
eighth grade. Fot information, call 427-1680. " -

safety program for Jefferson Elementary.8chool
students this morning. AAA Michlgan's commu-
nity safety consultant Renee Ramos directed the
program to teach youngsters tips on home fire :
safety and how to eacape a burning bullding. The
30-minute program featured a smoke chamber to
demonatrate how smoke detectors work, along
with escape techniques and hands-6n expériénce.
Scholarship competition

- Auto teghnology students from the William

 PLACES & FACES
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held a fire

Pu

Ford Vocatlonal/Technical Center in Westland
will competa in the first Ford Motor Co,/AAA Stu.
ent Auto Skills National Quality Care Challenge.
t will be held at Washtenaw County Community
College, Ann Arbor. Schools finishing in the top
10 on the written exam will compete
“hands-on” state final in Deatborn, The national
competition will be June 20 in Washington, D.C.
aa of the competition {8 to encourage auto- *
motive studenta to pursue careors In the'auto care
profession, sald Jerry Basch, AAA Mich
munity safety sexvices manager. Nationally, sotne
6,000 students will compete for more than $1.8.
million in scholarships and prizes.

ay 12.In the
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-« Taxing times
Free income tax preparation :
local sentor citizens thrdughout the tax'season at
the Westland Frienship Center, 1119 N, New-
burgh nedr Marquette. | :
and 12:46.8 p.m, Mondays and Thuradays through
April 14, Petple soekirig the free help are urged to
bring thelt 1992 tax returns, W-2 and W-2P state.
| menta for 1993, 881099 Soclal Security and other
~1099 forms, real estate tax or recent recelpts and -
hosapitalization premium and prescription re-
ceipts: The aervic'e’,::(})m‘vid 2d by the Amnerican -
Association of Retired P . 1642,
cooperation with the Westland S¢ntor Resources -
Department and ) _ _
ant will be at the center between 10 am. and 8:20
p.m: every Tuesd

-

g

will be offered to

{
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ours are 10-11:146 a.im. -

Persons, Chapter 1642, in
volunteers, A private tax consult-

o arrange '
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through March 22 by appoint- | .-
ment only. A small fee will be charged.
an appointment, call 722f7682. .
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City council approves more money for prlsoner care

By DARRBLL CLEM
AFF WRITER
Cappmg weeks of dzscussxon. the
Westland City Council has approved a
' measure ‘neatly tnpling the amount of
money it had earlier given the police de-
- partment to jail prisoners. .
The city will spend about $294;,000 for
prisoner care for the fiscal year that ends
. June 30. The original budget approved by
. the council was only $101,340.
- Rising costs have been largely attribu-
fed to-a crackdown on criminals — par-
ticularly repeat offenders — by ‘police

and 18th District Court judges.

The council last week voted unani--

mously to boost the original budget by

.'$163,000. Coupled with an earlier $30,000

amendment, money set aside for prigoner

~ care has virtually tripled to $294,000.
Costs have increased substantially in
recent years, climbing from only $113,768

in 1989-90. Simultaneously, 18th District
judges have seen an increase in the crim-

inal cases they hear, with 1,325 new felo-

ny cases being filed in the last three
years for serious crimes such as robberies
and rapes.

g | 'lho clty wili spond about

$294,000 for prisoner care
for the fiscal year that -

. ends June 30.

When police officials sought the budg-

et amendment in January, some council
members questioned the need for-the
threefold increase and asked for docu-
mentation. Subsequent reports provided
by police and court officials have appar-

ently eased any eoncerns, judgmg by last
week’s unanimous vote.
Councilwoman Sandra Cicirelli — who
earlier had quéationed the increased
costs —; stressed last week that her con-

cerms shouldn’t be viewed as casting
~ doubt on the police depattment.

“That was not.the intent at all,” she

told police Chief Emery Price during the
“council gession, “If that misunderstand-

ing it out there, I certainly hope it is cor-
rected.”

The budget amendment was approved
last week with little fanfare or discus-

sion, cappmg pubhc discusslons that be-

. gan in mid-January.

Some of the $193,000 in added ex-
penses will be paid by shifting money to
prisoner care from other police depart-
ment expenses. For example, $60.000 will
come from decreased expenses in fringe
benefits for police employees. -

“In an effort to cut prisoner-care ei

"pensea, Westland police are sending

more and more jalled -criminals to out-

‘state facilities in Iosco, Hillsdale and
Shiawassee counties — where costs are

lower than in Wayne County.

Assessments;... ... .. Man charged in aSsault W1th auto

gessment increases in residential
properties, Hardin said.

. Homeowners are expected to

notice their property taxes decline

- by 40-45 percent this year because

of school taxes that were slashed
by state lawmakers, she said.

Michigan voters will decide a

state ballot proposal on March 15
that will determine whether they

~want to replace school funding by
ralsmg the state sales tax or the
income tax.

In a related development the
city has scheduled residential as-
sessment appeals for March 10
from 1-8:30 p.m and on March 11,

--14 and 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,”

Hardin said. .

andQ

After receiving thexr assess-
ment notices, residents seeking
an appeal should phone 467-3160

“for an appointment with the

Board of Review, Hardin said.
Residents can appeal based on fi-
nancial hardship or if they believe

“their property is assessed too

high, she said.
The Westland assessor’s office

has pamphlets to help property:
“owners understand the appeals

process. The pamphlets are avail-

able at the assessor’s office, which -
is on the second floor of Cnfy Hall

on Ford, between Wayne Road
and Newburgh.

The appeals will be heard in

City Hall’s city council chambers,

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Wayne man has been charged
with ramming a car into four peo-
ple as he drove away from West-
land’s Rock-a-Way bar, where he
had been involved in a fight,
Westland police said.

Carl Wayne Boone, 22, was ar-
raigned Thursday in Westland
18th District Court on four counts
of assault with intent to do great
bodily harm (less than murder),
said Westland Detective Sgt.
Donald Haigh.

The incident sent a 28-year—old
Westland man to the University
of Michigan Hospital, where he

underwent at least two surgeries .

for leg injuries, Haigh has said.
Three other people received lesser
injuries, he said. :

A not guilty plea was entered
for Boone in-18th District Court

last week. He is expected to be in

court again this week for a prelim-
inary examination to determine if
he should stand tnal on the
charges.

He remained in jail at press

time Friday in lieu of a $50,000

cash bond, Haigh said.
The mcxdent occurred at 2:05

am. Jan. 31 outside of the Rock-
“a-Way Cafe on Ford Road near

Wildwood, on the Westland-Gar-
den City boundary.

The incident began_inside the
bar when he became embroiled in
a dispute with a female friend he

had accompanied to the bar, -
Haigh had said earlier. He was
subsequently ordered to leave the

He also argued wnth other peo
ple, including a Rock-a- Way
doorman who was among the m
jured Haigh said.

"The man, who had the keys to
the woman's car, started it and
drove over a concrete parking
block, ramming into a small
crowd of people and injuring four,
Haigh said.

The victim who received the
worst injuries was virtually
pinned between the car and the
building, Haigh said. -

Recital to explore work of black pianists

bor area, has lectured and performed the mu-

“sic of Black Composers,” in which the above
question and many others will be answered.
The program will begin 9:30 a.m. in the
Hammell Music Store, 16630 Middlebeit
Road, Livonia. The lecture-recital is open to
the public. For information call 427-1697. -

What do Fats Waller, Scott Joplin, and Os,
car Peterson have in common with John
Work, George Walker, and William Grant
Still?

On Wednesday, the Livonia Area Piano

- Teachers Forum will present Gail Davis-

also on the second floor of City
Hall.

Commercial and industrial

ls will be heard March 8 sic of black composers for school and commu-
appeals will be hear arc

nity groups, and her expertise and artistry are
appreciated by her audiences. '
Her recital-lectures often includes perfor
mances of such selections as “A Deserted
. Cabin,” "Magnolms,"»“Dark Horseman "

.Robberles from page 14

Hlll Halgh sald The robbers —
one white and and one black —
escaped with an undisclosed sum
of money.

¥ Police also are contlnumg toin-

vestigate an armed robbery that
occurred at 12:04 a.m, Feb. 19 at

Hungry Howie's. pxzzena, 1820 S.
Newburgh.

A lone white
the pizzeria ca

ale walked into
ing a semiauto-
matic pistol ang demanded mon-
ey from three Wmployees, Haigh
said. The man took money from
the business and also robbed the
workers of thew personal money,
Haigh said.

* The robber has beeh described

as a heavyset, 5-foot 4-inch male

Barnes in a lecture-recital titled “Piano Mu-

Barnes, pianist and teacher in.the Ann _Ar¥ '

who wore a black ski mask over .

the lower part of his face, the de-
tective said.

Police also are continuing to in-
vestigate the 12:30 a.m. Feb. 18
robbery of the 7-Eleven at 172 S.

- John Hix, south of Cherry Hill. A

lone white male escaped with an
undisclosed sum of money after
he walked into the store and used
a black-steel automatic pistol to
rob the store clerk, Haigh said.

The robber was described as a
white male, 17 to 18 years old,
about 5.foot-5 and weighing
about 150 pounds.
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