
W^^W£>RmW* Pl*^!&Sf-*tjP#\mmr • ^ T T " 

ootntumcmtk 
foaiATiDBjmr 

to not the tejtt of your 
Obwwwfcr. 

ftaJttw.wiirtrmM-

pwioytoobme. 

VOLUME 29 NUMBER 83 MONDAY, MARCH 28,1994 •WESTLAND, MICHIGAN »48 PAGES FIFTY CENTS 

C 1 » 4 Ottterv* & Eccentric Newspaper i. Inc 

O 0 O a O ^ O o O 0 # , p O 

o Special announcements 
Starting this week, local wedding and engage­
ment notices will become part of the Observer 
Suburban Life section. The move is an effort to 
better serve our readers by getting these 
important personal announcements into your 
hometown Observer in a more timely manner. 
Readers may send their wedding and engage­
ment information along with a photograph to 
Suburban Life' Editor Sue Mason at the 
Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft; Livonia, Mich. 
48150. Preprinted forms that outline.the infor­
mation needed for your announcement are 
available in the Livonia office. If you have 
questions regarding your announcement r^ii 

• Sue Mason at 953-2131. I 

Foster home to give 
A planned foster care home for children would provide 
them and their caregivers a "time out" from an abu­
sive family environment. The program, which would 
have the foster home in the southwest section of West-
land, is expected to start next month, 

BY LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR 

A private social service organiza­
tion wants to help rescue children 

of a supervised home with "loving, 
caring adults," said Ouida Cash, ex­
ecutive director of Youth Living Cen­
ters Inc., a private, nonprofit group 

low Creek apartment and townhouse 
residents. ' 

The seriousness of the problem was 
reflected in Christmas "gift lists". 
from children in YLC programs last 
winter. 

Mentioned most frequently were "a 
safe home and family throughout the 
year," said Cash, whose agency is lo­
cated in a former Wayne-Westland el­
ementary school in the Cherry Hill-

Trial to begin: A Garden C 
couple is bracing for the trio, 
man charged with murderm 
son. /3A . ^ - _ _ ^ 

STREET S 

Listen up: If you listen do, 
you'll again hear the jazz m 
of Reuben Wilson, Big John 
ton and Art Blakey on L7s3 
new release, "Hand on the] 
/ 6 A .-'•'•. 

MALLS & MAINST 

About face: Jacobson'sdi 
the Trish McAvoy line of cc 
ics, putting a new face qnic 
shoppers. /8A 

Getting pinned: Shopping 
Linda Bachrack comes acri 
scatter pins that protest, p$ 
and add polish. /8A \ 

COUNTY 

Tax supplement: Copies c 
80-page 1994 Wayne Couni 
inquent Tax Salesuppleme 
now available for 50 cents / 
at the main office of the Ob 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolt 
(southeast corner of School 
and Leuan), Livonia. 

Sign objections: A local 1 
County commissioner is irk 
signs throughout the count 
noucinguA better road is o,> 
way" carry county Executive Ed 
ward McNamara's name. /12A 

TASTE 

Easter: Robert Majewski of 
Livonia shares his family recipe 
for Polish Easter bread. / I B 

The Safe Stay program,1 expected to 
start next month following state De­
partment of Social Services approval, 
would provide a "safe and nurturing 
environment for children," she said. 

The foster care services would be 
financially supported through the 
Michigan Department of Social Ser­
vices. Users of the foster home and 
services would not be charged, Cash 
said. 

The program would also allow par-
or primary-caregivef grand-

ts to have the children tempo-

See HAVEN, 4A 
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ig a good relationship with po-
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Athlete starts Olympian fund-raising 
B Y BARBARA WILSON 
STAFK WRLTRR-

Westland's own Olympian hopes to 
make tracks to Belgium this summer. 

Erika Benjamin, 29, is the world 
record holder In the 6,000-meter bike 
event in the Paralympic games and 
will attempt to improve her times if 
given the opportunity to compete. 

"It won't be easy, but 1 would like 
to try," Benjamin said, who works as 
a dish washer for Douglas Food Co. in 
GardenClty; < ,-

"I just found but we can go to Bel­
gium, and I have to have $2,000 by 
June to make the trip." 

The U.S. Cerebral Palsy Athletic 
Association event in Belgium will 
serve as a qualifying event for the 
Paralympic games in Atlanta, Ga., In 

1996. Athletes must turn in $1,000 by 
next month and another $1,000 before 
June to compete. 

In the past, athletes have been giv­
en more advance notice of the com* 
petitions and therefore more time to 
gather funding. Benjamin, a John 
Glenn High School graduate, said the 
deadline for this event concerns her. 

meter by more than 1 minute and 
took home the gold medal. 

She was also named Athlete of the 
Year in 1993 by the U.S. Cerebral 
Palsy Athletic Association. 

"People.see us and think we are 
part of Special Olympics," Benjamin 
said. "They are for the mentally chal­
lenged, and I am physically chal-

Benjamin trains almost every day lenged. Special Olympic athletes get 
on her bicycle. When weather allows, support, but we don't." 
she can be seen riding through the Marlene Doran and the Westland 
city streets and she docs her speed Civitans have been supporting Benja-
training on a local track* DurW the > minis ^ixdeavprsjforgseyeral years, 
winter months she rldeB a stationary Dora^ said it will requWalotofwork, 
bike In her apartment. 

She is coached by John Waterm$ri. 
Benjamin has traveled to Florida, 

Holland and Ba^elona'/or cbmpetU. 
tlons. It was In Barcelona that she1 

beat the worjd record In the 6,000 
V 

I I . - - - - » - • - - * — - — . ^ - — — * — ^ - — - * — • — * * . 

to gather the money needed for the 
Belgium trip. 

Donors may send checks to the 
Westland Civitans, P.O. Box 45, 
Westland 481*5. Erika Benjamin 

Compost season 
, Westland residents can startling the munici­
pal public service department's compost and 
rubbish transfer services, starting next week, The 
city announced that the compost eefiBon will begin 
nextMoridayrAprll 4rand ootttlnue though Dec, 
2 . : • ' • > • .•.''' . . . . . * ' • . ' " • , • ' : ' : • ; * . • ' • • " • • ' • . V v : ? > • * 

Compost must be dearly marked on cans, or 
plastic trash bags and be placed, at least 10 feet . 
from conventional trash coi)talr)ere. .'; 
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PUCES & FACES 
At) brush and limbs rriust be tied in bundles of 

four^ooU^hgthB aHd weighno mor*ihift;6£:: 
pounds. No cardboard boxes will b£ pickedup, 

.A'v-^-.wjJ. 

A M & *t the DPSjy>r$ on Marquette) JusleaB 

For larger vehicles, the fees are $16 for small 
pickups or vans, $22 for a standard pickup or 4x6 
trailer, $27 for4x8 and 6x8 trailers, $33 for 6x10 
trallers, and $45 for larger trailers. The station 
wl(l be open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays end 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturdays, 

• * • **» 
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onal rubbish, household furniture and appliances 
will not b^ accepted at the transfer station. For 
Information, contact the DPS at ?2$«m0. 
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3 Special announcements 
Starting this week, local wedding and engage­
ment notices will become part of the Observer 
Suburban Life section. The move is an effort to 
better serve our readers by getting these 
important personal announcements into, your 
hometown Observer in a more timely manner. 
Readers may send their wedding and engage­
ment tnformation along with a photograph to 
Suburban Life Editor Sue Mason at the 
Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mich. 
48150. Preprinted forms that outline the infor­
mation needed for your announcement are 
available in the Livonia office. If you have 
questions regarding your announcement, call 
Sue Mason at 953-2131. 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Trial to begin: A Garden City 
couple is bracing for the trial of,a 
man charged with murdering their 
son./Zb 

STREET SCENE 

Listen up: If you listen closely, 
you'll again hear the jazz musings 
of Reuben Wilson, Big John Pat-
ton and Art Blakey onUs3's 
new release, "Hand on the Torch." 
/6A 

MALLS & MAINSTREETS 

About face: Jacobson's debuts 
the Trish McAvoy line of cosmet­
ics, putting a new face on local 
shoppers. /8A 

Getting pinned: Shopping guru 
Linda Bachrack comes across 
scatter pins that protest, praise 
and add polish. / 8 A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Tax supplement: Copies of the 
80-page 1994 Wayne County Del­
inquent fax Sale supplement are 
now available for 50 cents per copy 
at the main office of the Observer 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft 

r(southeast corner of Schoolcraft 
and Levan), Livonia. 

Sign objections: A local Wayne 
County commissioner is irked that 
signs throughout the county an-
noucing "A better road is on the 
way" carry county Executive Ed­
ward McNamara's name. /12A 

TASTE 

Easter: Robert Majewski of 
Livonia shares his family recipe 
for Polish Easter bread. / I B 
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Foster home to give kids haven 
A planned foster care home for children would provide 
them and their caregivers a "time out" from an abu­
sive family environment. The program, which would 
have the foster home in the southwest section of West-
land, is expected to start next month. 

B Y LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR 

A private social service organiza­
tion wants to help rescue children 
"from a river of misery," its director 
said. 

"We're going upstream to make 
sure those children don't fall in." 

The rescue program is in the form 

of a supervised home with "loving, 
caring adults," said Ouida Cash, ex­
ecutive director of Youth Living Cen­
ters Inc., a private, nonprofit group 
which provides a variety of programs 
and services for children, 

Cash outlined the program, called 
Safe Stay, at a recent meeting of Wil­

low Creek apartment and townhouse 
residents. 

The seriousness of the problem was 
reflected in Christmas "gift lists" 
from children in YLC programs last 
winter. 

Mentioned most frequently were "a 
safe home and family throughout the 
year," said Cash, whose agency is lo­
cated in a former Wayne-Westland el­
ementary Bchool in the Cherry Hill-
Middlebelt area. 

She told her audience about several 
premature newborns, weighing only 
1'/a pounds each, who had no one to 
take them home. 

The Safe Stay program, expected to 
start next month following state De­
partment of Social Services approval, 
would provide a "safe and nurturing 
environment for children," she said. 

The foster care services would be 
financially supported through the 
Michigan Department of Social Ser­
vices. Users of the fosteT home and 
services would not be charged, Cash 
said. 

The program would also allow par­
ents or primary-caregiver grand­
parents to have the children tempo-

See HAVEN, 4A 

Prosecutor concludes career 
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Retiring: After a lengthy legal career, including many years with the out-county prosecutor's office, Howard "Mickey" 
Philippdri is retiring this week. r 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 
STAVF WRITER 

H|s bar; association membership 
car^;l)st8Bo^6rd Philippart Jr., but 
anyone who hasi even'..a.nodding ac­
quaintance with the veteran pro­
secutor knows him &s Mickey. . 
,'.""* Eyen 'certificates and awards 
hahgtliig on hi? office Wall are made 

but to Mickey. It's a nickname be­
stowed on Philippart as a child by 
his father and UBed during his days 
as an amateur flyweight boxer fight-
ing at Olympia during the 1940s. 

A Redford Township resident, 
Philippart is retiring at the end of 
the month after 26 years as a Wayne 
County assistant prosecutor, the 

last two years heading the out-coun­
ty office in Westland; '•..:"•• 

''The Garden City community will 
miss having him as a resource to 
cal) on," said Garden City police 
chief DavidKocsis. "Mickey was a 
great guy just to talk with. He al­
ways had a great story and a smile. 
Some people are sour, but he's never 

been that way." 
During his years as a prosecutor 

Philippart was especially known for 
having a good relationship with po­
lice officers, who don't necessarily 
hit it off with attorneys from either 
side of the aisle. 

See PROSECUTION, 4A 

Athlete starts Olympian fund-raising 
BY BARBARA WILSON 
STAFK WRITER 

Westland's own Olympian hopes to 
make tracks to Belgium this summer. 

Erika Benjamin,. 29» is the world 
record holder in the 6,000-meter bike 
event in the Paralympic games and 
will attempt to improve her times if 
given the opportunity to compete. , 

"It won't be easy, but I would like 
to try," Benjamin said, who works as 
a dish washer for Douglas Food Co. In 
Garde)! City. * ••••"'• ^ " 

MI just found out we can go to Bel­
gium, and, 1 have to have. $2,000 by 
June to make the trip." 

The U.S. Cerebral Palsy Athletic 
Association event in Belgium will 
serve as a qualifying event for the 
Paralympic games in Atlanta, Ga., in 

1996. Athletes must turn in $1,000 by 
next month and another $1,000 before 
June to compete. 

In the past, athletes have been giv­
en more advance notice of the com­
petitions and therefore more time to 
gather funding. Benjamin, a John 
Glenn High School graduate, said the 
deadline for this event concerns her. 

Benjamin trains, almost every day 
on her bicycle. When weather allows, 
she can be seen riding through the 
city streets ahd, 8hesdoes her spfeeoj 
training on a Io<iaI track*' During the 
winter months she rides a stationary 
bike in her apartment. 

She is coached by John Waterman. 
Benjamin has traveled to Florida, 

Holland and Barcelona for competi­
tions. It was in Barcelona that she 
beat the world record in the 6,000 

. & - • ' . - . . ' • • : • . ' 
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meter by more than 1 minute and 
took home the gold medal. 

She was also named Athlete of the 
Year in 1993 by the U.S. Cerebral 
Palsy Athletic Association. 

''People see us and think we are 
part of Special Olympics," Benjamin 
said. "They are for the mentally chal­
lenged, and I am physically chal­
lenged. Special Olympic athletes get 
support, but we don't." 

Marlene Doran and the Westland 
Civitahs have beeji supporting Benja­
min's endeavors for several years. 
Doran said it will require a lot of work 
to gather the money needed for the 
Belgium trip. 

Donors may send 
Westland Cioitans, 
Westland 48185. 

checks to 
P.O. Box 

the 
46, 

Crtka Benjamin 

Compost season 
Westlarid residents can start using the munici­

pal publicservice department's compost and 
rubbish transfer services, starting next week, The 
city announced that the compost season will begin 
next Monday, April 4, and continue through Dec, 
2. , ... • - - ' ^ ; y r ^ i ; : , , , ' , 

Corhpost must be clearly marked on cans or 
plastic trash bags and be placed, at least 10 feet 
from conventional trash containers.: 

m 

mm 
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All brush and limbs must be tied in bundles of 
four-fcotlengtfciatfd^elgh no more thftii 60 ̂  ^ 
pounds. No.caMtyjafcl boxes will b$ pickid vfp, 
K^Thfttubbish tratifcfetfatatlQfl wilHpw Frtday, 
April ft aUhe bP$yard,on Marquette, jusieas 
offtewburjh. ' ̂  "'^ 
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For larger vehicles, the fees, are $15 for small 
pickups or vans, $22 for a standard pickup or 4x6 
trailer, $27 for 4x8 and 5x8 trailers, $33 for 5x10 
trailers, and $45 for larger trailers. The station 
wljl be open $ a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays and 9 a.m. to 
1 p.nv Saturdays. : \ 

v Car or truclt tires won't be acceplid. Conventi­
onal rubbish, household furniture end appliances 
will hot be accept&l at the transfer station. For 
Information, contact the DPS at 1284^70. 
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Working the phone 

•Don't hang up!' -Wayne- Westland school Superintendent Larry Thomas was,busy oh the phone recently 
dealing with a money problem, but it had nothing to do with school finances. He raised some$lt162 in "bait 
money" for a Muscular Dystrophy Association fund-raiser. He was ''arrested" and held for one hour at the 
Holman Pontiac dealership. The "bail" raised by Thomas was the most raised by any of the 28 "defendants" 
that day, said a MDA spokeswoman. 

Man arraigned^ 
March 6 holdup 
. A Brighton man WHB arraigned 
March 21 on armed robbery 
charges in connection with the 
March 6 robbery .of the Dandy 
Oil-Marathon gas station on Ann 
Arbor Trail at Merriman. 

Gregory James Krachenfels, 37, 
was brought to 18th District 
Court in Westland from Lapeer 
County, where he is awaiting trial 
on another armed robbery charge. 
He has also been charged with 
four armed robberies in Oakland 
County and is being investigated 
for others. 

After entering a not-guilty plea 
on behalf of the defendant, Judge 
C. Charles Bokos set bond at 
$100,000 cash security and Kra­
chenfels was returned to the La­
peer County Jail. 

While a not-guilty plea was au­
tomatically entered for him on the 
gas station robbery, Westland po­
lice Sgt. Donald Haigh said the 
defendant has the chance to 
change his plea when the case 
reaches Recorder's Court. 

The Dandy Oil gas station was 
held up March 6 by a man wear­
ing a ski mask, dark sweat pants 
and leather gloves claiming to 
have a gun. Two similar robberies 
were reported at the same gas sta­
tion earlier in the year, but Kra­
chenfels, who grew up in the 
Westland area, has not been 
linked to either of those. 

If convicted, Krachenfels could 
face up to life in prison. A felony 
firearm charge could not be filed 
as no weapon was recovered. 

Man shot fleeing 
would-be robber 

Meeting tomorrow on status of old dump 
A public informational meeting 

will be held Tuesday night to up­
date residents on testing and 
cleanup plans for a former dump 
in Westland's northwest section. 

It will be held by the county at 
7 p.m. in Bailey Recreation Cen­
ter, on Ford between Wayne Road 
and Newburgh, directly behind 
city hall. 

It follows a similar public ses­
sion held March 14 by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
on.the status of the former dump, 
north of Warren Road and west of 
Central City Parkway, adjacent to 
two apartment complexes. Those 
two meetings attracted a total of 
about 60 people. 

Tuesday night's meeting will 
have representatives of the coiin-
ty's new department of environ­

ment and 3M Co., which admitted 
earlier this year that it dumped 
some industrial wastes in the 
dump which was used by that 
firm, the county and Crestwood 
Development Corp., which built 
the nearby.apartment complexes, 
up through the early 1960s. 

In announcing Tuesday's infor­
mational meeting, county spokes­
woman Irma Clark said that 
"available historical information 
indicates that small amounts of 
industrial materials, perhaps less 
than 1 "percent, were deposited 
with the municipal refuse prior to 
1962." 

While all tests conducted by 
the county have shown the site to 
be safe, the EPA has ordered test 
excavations and possible ^full-
scale waste removal activities. 

"Wayne County, Crestwood De­
velopment and 3M instead have 
fenced the site and have been con­
ducting further testing of the air, 
water and soil, in addition to re­
moving any exposed landfill ma­
terials," she said. 

At one of the two March 14 

EPA informational meetings, 
County Commissioner Kay 
Beard, D-Westland, disputed the 
federal government's comment 
that the county has been uncoo­
perative in moving ahead with 
testing of the site. 

Westland police are investigat­
ing a shooting and attempted rob­
bery involving a Wayne man and 
a hitchhiker.. 

Wayne resident Anthony 
Crider, 31, was shot in- the face 
with a small-caliber weapon a t 
about 7:45 p.m. March 16. He was 
treated and released March 17 
from Henry Ford Hospital. 

According to police reports, 
Crider was driving in the city of 
Wayne when he picked up a 
hitchhiker. At Inkster Road and 
Van Born, the hitchhiker report­
edly attempted to rob Crider. To 
avoid the robbery, Crider started 

to drive off and was shot. 
Crider, according to police Sgt. 

Donald Haigh, drove himself 
home and then to Annapolis Hos­
pital, Wayne. He was transferred 
to Henry Ford Hospital where he 
was interviewed by police officers. 

He was released from the hospi­
tal early the next morning with 
the bullet still lodged in his jaw 
area. 

Police say the shooter is an Af­
rican-American, light-complec-
tioned male.in his 20s, about 5 
feet 8 inches and between 160 and 
170 pounds. 
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HOMEUNE: 953-2020 

Open houses and new developments in your area. 
Free real estate seminar information. 

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900 

>- Place classified ads at your convenience. 

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS 

OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500 
>-Request subscriptions at your convenience. 

EVENTS LINE: 953-2005 

>- Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees. 

AD SITTER 
>- Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience, 

call in to retrieve responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free 
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad: 
591-0900. 

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904 
>• You can use a MasterCard™ or Visa*to access the following informa­

tion from our classified ads: 
• Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share 

an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds. 
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m. and every 
Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5.95. 

• Hem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts, 
rummage sales. Cost: $5.95 

• Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air­
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95 

• Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of 
automobiles. Cost: $39.95 

O&E ON-LINE 
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711 

LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903 
>- With a computer and modem you can Jog on to O&E On-Line, a com­

puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can 
access: 
.• Community events including all areas covered .by our paper 
• Stock quotes that are updated daily. 
• Associated Press news - local and national. 
• Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine. 
• Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services. 
• PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs. 

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail­
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the 
Observer & Eccentric* offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3. 

BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266 

> Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line. 

THE 

NEWSPAPERS 

I *. 

Participate in Holy Week Services at the 

Garden City Presbyterian Church 
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae (Service of Darkness) 

and The Lord's Supper <^Mmmdy 
Child Care - 7:30 p.m. - March 31st mflhunday 

Participating in the 

Community Good Friday Service on April 1 
at the Merriman Road Baptist Church - One block south of Ford 

12:30-2:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday on April 3 
Worship at 9:15 and ll:0O a.m. - Church School at 11:00 a.m. 

Child Care at both services ' 
Sermon by Rev. Oareth D. Baker. Pastor 

1841 Middlebelt (One block south of Ford) - (313) 421-7820 

GIVE 
BLOOD, 
PLEASE. 
American Red Cross 

Give Ability 
a Chance. 

For 75 years. Easter 
Seals has been helping 
people with disabilities 
live with dignity, equal­
ity and independence. 

Because wonderful 
things happfen 
when you give 
ability a chance. 

Support Easter Seals. 
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REMODEL 
YOUR HOUSE 

It'll look a lot better when 
you refinance your mortgage 

with Credit Union ONE, 
Mortsase interest rates right now have never 
been more...interesting. That means refinanc 
in's your mortgage now with Credit 
Union ONE could save you a lot 
of money over the length of your 
mortgage and give you a lower 
house payment every month. 

And at Credit Union ONE we'll not 
only make pur refinancing easy, 

we'll make i t easy to understand. 
So, if you're tired of looking at 
the same old house payment, 

remodel it now with Credit Union 
ONE Call today for all the details. 

Credit Union ONE 
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