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' Stamng this week, local weddmg dnd engage- ¢
ment notices will become part of the Observer -
Suburban Life section. The move is an effortto
better serve our readers by getting these
important personal announcements into your
hometown Observer in a more timely manner.
Readers may send their weddmg and engage— ‘
ment information along with a photograph to
Suburban Lite' Editor Sue Mason at the
Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mich.

. 48150. Preprmted forms that outline the infor-
mation needed for your announcement are
availabte in the Livonia office. If you have

~questions regarding your announcement nal
5 Sue Mason at 953 2131 ‘ 3
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A private socxal service orgamza
tion wants to help rescue children

SmE | -7 PP | SR S

~A planned foster care home for chlldren would provide
_them and their caregivers a “time out” from an abu-
sive family environment, The program, which would
have the foster home in the southwest section of West-
land, is expected to start next month

[

of a supervised home with “loving,
caring adults,” said Ouida Cash, ex-
ecutive director of Youth Living Cen-
ters Inc., ‘a private, nonprofit group
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low Creek apartment and townhouse

residents.

The seriousness of the problem was
reflected in Christmas ‘‘gift lists”.
from children in YLC programs last

. winter.

Mentioned most frequently were “a

_safe home and family throughout the -

year,” said Cash, whose agency is lo- .
cated in a former Wayne Westland el-

ementary school in the Cherry Hiil-
AMidAdlohalt aran .

Hy ~

-

The Safe Stay program, expected to
start next month following state De-
partment of Social Services approval,
would provide a “safe and nurturing
environment for children,” she said.

The foster care services would be
financially supported through the
Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vices. Users of the foster home and
services would not be charged, Cash
said.

The program would also allow par-
or primary-caregiver grand-
ts to have the children tempo-
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By BARBARA WlLSON
STAFF WRITER -

Westland’s own Olympian hapes to
make tracks to Belgium this summer.

Erika Benjamin, 29, is the world

record holder in the 5,000-meter bike

event in the Paralymplc games and
will attempt to improve her times if
given the opportunity to compete.
“It won't be easy, but I would like
to try,” Benjamin said, who works as
~ a dish washer for Douglas Food Co. in
Qarden City: - {.

“I just found out we can go to Bel
gium, and 1 have to have $2,000 by
June to make the telp.”

The U.S. Cerebral Palsy Athletlc
Association event in Belglum will

1996. Athletes must turn in $1,000 by
next month and another $1,000 before
June to compete.

In the past, athletes have been giv-
en more advance notice of the com-
petitions and therefore more time to
gather funding. Benjamin, a John
Glenn High School graduate, sald the
deadline for this event concerns her.

Benjamin trains-almost every day
on her bicycle. When weather allows,
she can be seen riding through the

. city streets and she does her speed

“training on a Tocal track.:Dyfing the
winter manths she rides a atatlonary
bike in her apartment. :

She is coached by John Watannan.
Benjamin has traveled to. Florida,
. Holland. and Bar¢elona’ tor competls

| Athlete starts Olymplan fund-raising
|

meter by more than 1 minute and
took home the gold medal.

She was also named Athlete of the
Year in 1993 by the U.S. Cerebral
Palsy Athletic Association,

“People.see us and thmk we are
part of Special Olympics,” Benjamin
said. “They are for the mentally chal-
lénged, and I am physically chal-
lenged. Special Olymplc athletes get
support, but we don’t.”

- Marlene Doran and the Westland
Civitans have been supporting Benja-

~in'g ‘endeavo!
Doran said it wil
to gather the money needéd for the
- Belgium trip.

Donors may send ch’eckn ‘to the
Westland Civitans, P.O. Box 45,
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a Speclal ahnouncements

Starting this week, local wedding and engago-
| . ment notices will become part of the Observer -
- Suburban Life seclion. The move is an effort to
. better serve our readérs by getling these
| important personal announcements into, your -
|
|

'.ODQ". 0"

| hometown Observer in @ more timely manner.’

' ' Readers may send{thenr wedding and engage-
| ment information along with a photograph to

: . Suburban Life Editor Sue Mason.atthe

~.48150. Preprinted forms that outline the infor-
. rnation néeded for your announcement are
| available in the Livonia office. If you have -

| questions regarding your announcerment, call
[ Sue Mason at 953 2131,
!
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Trial to begin: A 'Ga-rd'evn City
couple is bracing for the trial of a

- man charged with murdermg thetr
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- new release, Hand on the Torcll vl

/6A v\/‘ i

MAI.LS & MAINSTREETS

' ‘About face.‘ Jacobson S debuts
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“ics, putting a new face on local
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Tax supplement Copzes of the \
80-page 1994 Wayne County Del-
inquent Tax Sale supplement are
now avatlable for 50 cents per copy
at the main office of the Observer
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
r(southeast corner of Schoolcraft

- and Levan) Lwonia.
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BY LEONARD POGER
EDITOR
A pnvate social service. orgamza

tion wants to’ help rescue children
* “from a rlver of mlsery,

1ts director
said.

“We're gomg upstream to make
sure those children don’t fall in.’

The rescue program 1s in- the form

A planned foster care home for children would provide .
them and their caregivers a “‘time out” from an abu-
sive family environment, The program, which would
have the foster home in the southwest section of West-
land, is expected to start next month

of a supervised home with “loving,

- caring adults,” said Ouida Cash, ex- .

ecutive director of Youth Living Cen-
ters Inc., a private, nonprofit: group
which provides a variety of programs
and services for children,

" Cash outlined the .program,‘ called

‘Safe Stay, at.a recent meeting of Wil-

low Creek apartment and townhouse

residents.

The seriousness of the problem was
reflected in Christmas “gift lists”
from children in YLC programs last
winter.

Mentioned most frequently were “a
safe home and family throughout the
year,” said Cash, whose agency is lo-
cated in a former Wayne-Westland el-
ementary school in the Cherry Hill-
Middlebelt area.

She told her audience about several _
premature newhorns, weighing only
- 1 pounds each, who had no one to
take them horne ‘

- f°199"0bservet‘&EWNmpéooft.l!‘c '

The Safe Stay program, expected to
start next month following state De-
partment of Social Services approval,
would provide a “safe and nurturing
environment for children,” she said.

The foster care services would be
financially supported through the
Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vices. Users of the foster home and
services would not be charged, Cash
said.

The program would also allow par-
ents or primary-caregiver grand-
parents to have the children tempo-
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| Listen up If you ltsten closely,

BY LEANNE Rooens
S‘I‘M 1 4 WRITER

" His: bar’ assocxation membershnp

qualntarice’ with' the veteran pro-
‘ secutor knows him a8 Mickey. -

card lists Howard Philippart Jr., but
‘anyoné who has éven a nodding ac-

" Even _.certificates. and awards -
:‘hangmg on hls of’f'oe wall are made o

Retlrlng After a lengthy legal career mcludmg many years U)lth the
| ‘._thlzppart is retzrmg thts week Do

»f*;ter 26 years W tri’e

. out to M:ckey Its a nickname be
. stowed on Philippart- as.a child. hy
his father and used during his-days" " -

as an amateur flyweight boxer fi ght-.
“ing at Olympia during the 1940s. -

the month after 26 years as 4 Wayne-

County asslstant prosecutor "the‘,‘

last two years headmg the out coun-
ty office in Westland. .

“The Garden C:ty commumty wnll
miss havmg

chief David Kocais, “Mickéy wés a .
great: guy juat to talk with. He al-.

"out county prosecutor S ofﬁce, Howard “Mtckey”

~:rosecutzon rests

“ -._been that way

| him as a resource. to . .
" cal}- on,” sald Garden City police -
A Redford “Township . resident,;;'
Philippart is retiring at the end'of -~
~“'ways-had & great story. and a smile. :
Some people are sour, but he’ 8 never

B | ART EMA\UFLP/STAFF PHUTO(:RAPHF.R

. During: his years as. a prosecutor

»Phlhppart was especially known for
‘having a good. relationship with po-
lice officers, who -don’t necessarily
hit it off with attomeys from either
side ot‘ the alsle S

& i?;_. See Paos"cur‘on. 4A L

Athlete starts Olymplanl fund ra1s1r1g

BY BARBARA WILSON
STAFF WRITER

Westland’s own Olympian hopes to
make tracks to Belgium this summer.

Erika Benjamin, 29, is the world

record holder in the 5,000-meter bike
event in the Paralympic games and

will attempt to improve her times if
given the opportunity to compete,

“It won’t be easy, but I would like
to try,” Benjamin sald, who works as

a dish washer for Douglas Food Co. ln :

‘GatdenCity. ~

" 41 just found out we can go to Bel-
gium, and 1 have to have, 32000 by
June to make the trip."”

The ‘U.8. Cerebral Palsy Athletic

‘Assmlatlon event in Belgium will

serve. as a qualifying event for the

1996. Athletes must turn in $1,000 by

next month and another $1,000 before‘

June to compete.
In the past, athletes have been giv-

en more advance notice of the com-
petitions and therefore more time to
gather funding. Benjamin, a John-

Glenn High School graduate, sald the

deadline for this event concerns her.-
Benjamin trains. almost every day

on her bicycle. When weather allows,

-ghe can be seen riding through the
. city streets and sheﬁdoes her qugd
~ tralning on a loéal tracki Duting

winter months she rides a atatlonary

bike in her apartment. . .
She is coached by John Waterman.
Benjamin has traveléd to Florida,
Holland and Barcelona for competi.
tions, It was in Barcelona that she

meter by more than 1 minute and
took home the gold medal.

She was also named Athlote of the
Year in 1993 by the U.S. Cerebral
Palsy Athletic Association.

“People see us and think we are
_part of Special Olympics,” Benjamin [
- said. “They are for the mentally chal- |

lenged, and 1 am physically chal-
lenged. Special OIymplc athletes get
support, but we don'’t.” .

Marlene Dotan and the Westland

Civitans haye beeh supportlnﬁ Benja-
" min’s endeavors for dVeral years. -
Doran said it will require a lot of work
~ to gather the money needed for the .
- Belgium trip, :

Donors may send checks to the

Westland  Civitans, P.O. Box 45,

Paralymplc games in Atlanta Ga., in - beat the Wodd record. ln the 5, 000 Westlavnd 48185 Erika 39"]3“’“’" |
‘ COmpost 88880" . li;or larget vehlgl;g,fthe fees t:ire :il& f(l)‘t amall 6
pickups or vans, or a standa up or 4x
Westland residenits can atart uaing the municl- * trailer, $27 for 438 and 5x8 trailers, t‘Or 5x10

plastic trash bage and be placed

pal public service department’s compost and
rubblsh transfer services, starting next week, The
clty announced that the compost seagon will begin
“hext MOnday. Aprll 4, and oontlnue through Dec.
2. ‘

Compost must be clearly marked on cana or
at least 10 feot

from conventlonal trash contalnera. ‘

- pounds,
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