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Contest winners: Wildwood 
School named winners of its an­
nual Easter egg decorating con-

•tost./2fk 

Cottontail liunters: Hundreds of 
local youngsters hunted for cot-
tohtaila Friday afternoon in an. -
annual Easter tradition. /3A 

Deadline nears: The Wayne-
Westland school board election 
will have at least two candidates 
turning in petitions by the April 11 
deadline. /4A 

OV;NEWS 

Marshmallows: The Wayne 
County Parks department has 
dropped its annual helicopter load 
of marshmallows on a great mini' 
hereof cliildren in Hines Park. /5A 

IN THE P A P E R 

TSCENE 

Fancy duds: There's one member 
who's shown up for gigs dressed in 
a white fur coat, bridal veil and di­
aper. Crazy? No, just Tick Weasel. 
/6A 

mm %tix*zm 
INSTREETS 

Furniture follies: .Two independ­
ent furniture stores are in the 
middle of liquidation sales. /9A 

Super sellers: Meet Evelyn 
Schneider of the Rand McNally 
store with customer service that is 
More Than You Bargained For. 
/9A 

TASTE 

Tasty pursuit: Meet Wayne Hu> 
a finalist in the Piltsbury Bake-off 
Contest, /%B 

SPORTS 

All-Area team: The.top Observer-
land boys basketball players from 
'1093-94 are featured. / 1 0 . 
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shows results 
The WayneAVestland school administration is Wring 
rtiore minorities to reftectthe student population, Su­
perintendent Larry Thomas said hiring of qualified 
minorities is a priority in the district. 

BYDAKRKlJ.Ct.KM 
Si i i f WKI»H* 

A focused effort to boost racial mi­
nority representation muurtg Wayne-
Westland school administrator rankh 
has resulted in significant gain* dur­
ing the last two years. 

._ Despite an overall jcductiuiuui ad_-

minfstrators, the, percent ago of minor­
ities has increased from f>,§ percent in 
1991-02 tOv 12. percent this yc«r\ 
matching the district's 12-percent mi­
nority student population. 

. Twenjiy-two months into his'Job as 
superintendent. Larry Thomas hus 
succeeded in bringing dj^rjjJJJo bis 

adrvrinistratiori and making it'more 
rejlectivc of tho community it serves. 

"I wanted to find extremely rjtialt-
fied, wry successful minorities"'ho 
said Wednesday during an interview 
in his office, 

His efforts have ruffled £fcnther<s 
among some longtime district cm» 
ployoes - • £0tne of whom were passed 
over for "fob promotions. Hut others 
have applauded thy changes, which 
Thomas hopes will reduce tliu.alieua-
tion felt i>y some minority .students 
and parents. „ 

A .few, white parents have qutvs-

Uoned whether hiring standards have 
been lowered to achieve .a minority 
balance. 

"We're not doing (lint," Thome* 
said emphatically; seeming offended', 
by. impHcajionw that top-notch mi­
nority administrators can't he found. 

The overall number of school ad-
'mini stratQH has decreased from 72 In 
1991-9? to CG this year. During the 
same period, the number of minority 
administrators doubled from four to 
eight. 

See RESULTS, 2A 

School crowns Easter eggcontest winners 

AKT KMHM > * y 'STAtt |'4(<ft(Y.HAt'H> U 

i ., . . . 

•krfW«y project: Among the winners in Wildwood >S*fftoo/'« annual blaster egg decorating contest were.Carrie Rati, Billy 
MvDoiwueh and Nathan l<opez. For more on Hie event, turn to Page 2Ar ' , -

Shots fired during attempted robbery 
BY DARHKU, CLK.M 

Four shots wert fired into an occu­
pied vehicle during an attempted rob-
l>cry outside of a Wetland fast-food 
restaurant, but the Garden City driv­
er reported no injuries, jwlice reports 
said-

The incident occurred at U p m. 
March 27 outside of the Taco Bell on 
Mcrrimnn Road, south of Cherry Hill. 
It rtmains under investigation, said 
Detective SgU Maro Stobbc-. -

The driver, 25, told police that he 
wan |)rcj>aring to drive from the Taco 
Hell parking lot onto r northbound 
Merriman when an eariy '80« Ford 
Mustang pulled inta the lot and a 
suspect got out of the passenger frent, 
rcporta said-

The suspect "ran to the driver's side 
of the victim'* car and Middenty 
reached inside, trying totfrab a wallet 
that had Itccn placed <m the dai>h» 
iioard, police rcporta sold. The mfs-
]>cct nlfiO reached for the victim's keys 

m the ignition, the reports said 
The victim begun atruggling"with 

the suspect to iwoul a robbery, and 
the Misped fired four shoU from a 
handgxtn into the: vehicle, police re­
ports snid. None of the bullets hit the 
victim 

The victim told police that ho was 
able to accelerate nl a high rate of 
Speed and flee nnrthiwund on Merri­
man, escaping from the Mispect, the 
reports said. 

The victim reported that two of the 

bullets' were lodged in the driver's 
side rear door, one lodged in the pas­
senger seat and the other in the driv­
er's door, police naid. 

One bullet pierced a- nylon Jacket 
the victim was wearing, according to 
reports, but the man's body wasn't 
hit by the bullet. 

The victim tojd police that he had 
never seen the suspect or the cor in 
which the suspect v,os riding. He nUo 
told police that ho didn't believe he 
would be able to identifying snspect. 

Cemetery's fake flower ban bugs former cop 
ttYLKONARDFOfJKR1, 
Tmiok 

I*yle Dickson', upset with a local 
cemetery's ban on artificial and silk 
flowers during the spring ami sum* 
mt\r. said ho "doesn't Want pcoplo 
messing with my family," referring to 

.hi* parents and brother. 
The cimctery's- manager said the 

bnti. initiated on A Voluntary baMa 
three years ago, 1* designed to protect 
cemetery employees and visitors from 
potential injury from {trop«ltcd pieces 
of nutfll or gla^ coming from high-
*pccd'mowing widchinfca. Tho metal is 
from wire* used in silk or artificial 
(lowers. , ' ' - ' -

Manager Jorfathnn Tobias, who 
came to Cadillac Mj-rnorfat (MMens 
Wist ir> mhl-March, said there aro six 
tonight out-of-court ficttlen>ent4 from 

suits filed by injured persons, cover­
ing the six cemeteries owned by Ca-

'Mllllac4^ owner.. \ 
Anolher problem, Tobias said, is 

that many relatives of persons buried 
in the cemetery on Ford between 
Wildwood and Kndcliff create small 
holes ol grave sites to hold flowers 
Later, flune holes tnay cause" injuries 
to persons walking to nearby grave 
sites stopping into holes and tripping. 

•I'-erMUM who- plant the banned Ho-
- wera aren't liable for v̂ny subst<pu'nt' 

injuric's, Tobiaf $aid, but the ceme­
tery Is. • '* , . . 

The customer Relations problem 
h\!rfacca every spring when tho ceme­
tery's maintenance staff clears away 
the prohibited flowers. 

Resides the legal liability factors, 
'Tobias said ihe annual'- spring 

cleanup te designed to stabilize un­
settled earth so that flat grave mark* 
or*, can he installed and also to put in 
topsoil arid grass «eed. 

But Dickson isn't the only one up­
set with the thrte-yeorold regulation, 

While Tobias was talking to an Ob-
ser\er >tnffcr, a co*i|»le wore.heard 
raising their voices to n cemetery off­
ice emplojce in an outer office, 

One caller threatened "to blow the 
head off" of fln office worker, Toblns 
snid, 

, Hut Dickson, a former Garden City 
police" officer who was named the vil­
lage manager in Calhoun. County's 
Homer in February, said ho wants 
restitution for the damaged flowers-
He Is also considering going to court 
and hCekit'iK'A restraining order to 

stoj) the cemetery from removing the 
artificial or silk flowers. 

"What bothers me is that 1 *pond 
$11 "or.$12 (for the flowers) and was 
never notified" about the ban. He 
feels the removal of the flowery every 
spring is arbitrary. 

"It's upsetting to families" with the 
banned flowers "matched arbitrari-

To Tobias, the problem of families 
planting the banned flowers is a ma­
jor headache in the cemetery Indus^ 

• Thfrinnnoger, with 15 years of cem­
etery experience, said that he has 
been getting three to four calls a day 
about tho regulation, initiated in the-
bpringof 1091 o'n a voluntary basis. 
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Aid ior Haste* 
Local Rot«rlanshe1l>ed homeboundsenior cltl-

7cns enjoy an Koster meal Sunday, The club, , 
along with others in^outheamMlfhlgsn, helped s 

deliver the nu-*b through ft holKtay program coor­
dinated by the Senior Alliance, ftomotof the sup* 
jxjit at^o came from tHdents at the Ablngton 
Manor serdors*complex on Joy west of Ncwborgh. 
Holmian* contacted the Senior Alllaneo \^t fall 
to volunteer help and money for <\\ livering tneals 
to homebound people at Thank^glvlng^nd Christ*-

~ ' • ;- . 

'Fore* goiferis 
* 

fJespitetbP chilly (o/nj^ndurei and ociastonal^: 
•rr*Wmthl« the ̂ nsl wteb, tlicre U\ a sure sign 
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" that sjtrlug activities arfl on the way;Tho city's 
municipal golftontse.on Merrlu'ian south of • 
ChefiyHilb opened Friday for tho season. F*or in­
formation on fccHhtUl leagues, call tlioc«u"r»je«>ff' 
lco,72fc-CGf>0. 

Improving famlii«8 
•'l he Westland -laycttH are sponsoring a fa'mlly 

life seminar Saturday in the Salvation Army ser­
vice center,"on Vonoy Just south of Dorsey. There < 
wilt bo speakers op < htldren'a. safely, {irer media* 
tion; fire safety, pots, (he Youth AssidtarKO <ouiv 

seling programi First Step program for abused 
snouses, divorce, Drug Abu.sc Itcslstance Hducji-
tion program, discipline, and other topics. Parents 
and children are encouraged to attend. Tho charge 
of $0 a person or §R per family include* thoD a m.-
4:50 p.m. program, children's activities, continen­
tal breakfast, and lunch, For Information, contact 
Donna OI Idea>7fc) -8703. 

Benefit tournament ,-/ 

'J he Wcdland Youth Assistance program will • 
benefit from {ho Accond annual coed Softball t<)yt-
nanienl to 1» held June ,1-5 at Central City Park, 
m d h of Fotd between Wayne HoatlimdNow-
burghf directly behind llailoy Hecrealloh Center. 
Teams InteTcstcd In registering may contact Das id 
OilllcK.^8 47H.orChri»HBynu»nil.r)95-7739. . 
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"WilcJwooi wlnnefsr-Tirtf^pt(ic^M&^ih'0wfti^'pff:th€ir projects are (front row: from~_" 
left) Shaiim l<in?! and Ihtioke McCioskey; (hack raw from left) Carrie Roll Kim Curtis, 
Sarah Kinf>, Elizabeth Franges and Jessie Kellner. Man MiDunoufih ibolow) created a 
baseball'theme forher entry. : 

M '»>•' J'lHirif-. M̂  ,\KT K \ H M ».!.> 

Eastef entries: Display iMi their earnest. entneH are ZavharyHon ell (from-left), Jamie 
Manning and SiOtt Kimi ,v 

Inventive decorators 

W ildwood Elementim'-
School ntlrncieel 137 
entries in its nnnuid 

.'Easier egg; decorating 
contest'Wednesday morning. 

Eaeti participant received a rib­
bon, and winners in all grades 
were /awarded a special''pre.Kelit. 
The Wildwood PTA sponsored 
the contest. 

Winner* were Shawn Kinjj, 
Brooke McClosky. Carrie Holl, 
Sarah King, Elizabeth Frances 
ami Jessie Kellner. 

Among the more unusual'..'en­
tries were a baseball diamond ' 
created by Mari MeDonouRh, a 
caterpillar made by the team of 
Jamie Manning, Scott King and 
Zachary Howel), and a form (by' 
Ittlly Md)on»ughK 

Jiulges for the contest Were.Of­
ficer Dave Hooper, police depart­
ment Drug Abuse "Resistance Ed­
ucation instructor: principal Lar­
ry Waynick, . District Judge C. 
Charles Hokos and school district 
elenientury education executive 
director Carol Johnson. 

Results 'from page 1A Trial ordered in gas station robbery 
During Thomas tvnurv, the 

first Mer African-American <vn 
Ital office female ha.-> bteBwipv 
tainted. Carol Johnson, a former 
Ann. Arbor administrator.,'who has 
a d'xtoral di^r**, ASX hired. <j>i ex 
ecut.i\t dtneto^ of denwruar/ ed­
ucation 

Other fniBor'tif-t who hold ad-
rnnDitroti^t- po>t* uuludt an a-« 
sistjnt pnncipaJ at UKII *J( tne 
1**0 hi^h -schools a u)ni<<' hi^h 
"principal, two 'diftuntdr. pnnci 
J>J!->, (hv ettcMttVtf director uf *p* 
t i i l td'H-atron. and ?ht- dint tor <A 
<i (;.*>V3te food ' t i M a « c;rn{jin't 
ihv ^( \wWa: i r .e Wtsthjnd 

Di \pilv tjain-t in hiring minori 
cy administrator-., effurfr l<> W ' - t 
miRf/nty rank-* in tht ti;»chin# 
*iaff have hi* n h<imp«r*d Is i<i'i-<. 
ihi d i^tmt ha- not b^en hiring 
In UiU |*'.»ple ha^t bn.r> h id off 
in **.».*.nl >£jr* 

hj^me itJjoo!* h.i\t a \ar# f>«r 
t\7it*fii of rninoiU> >tudcni* but 
fVW or no rninorilj t^afhtr-. Hick** 
Er>rntriUr>, for r-xampK ha-> a 
./0 jKfcf-nX i/iinonU «t»jdVnt jjufr 
uhticti — but hot on«« mino/it> 

,Srn-al| fcur.^ h/»%e b»en rni'U in 
hiring minority -.iaff, though KU 
nwith s a<.^>jnt U*t ouly 3 JJOTLXM 

of lh* dUufttV «taft" lhomo<. 
hopi < to bw^t th" l"-furvt</<c*'. 
particularly An.ong da*«c/om 
t< uK< t*. Di |#ositi<>ri'» /jr* filkd in 

coining >ear> The pnxe>s will be 
a --.low one. and competition to at­
tract the be^t•-minority'educators 
ivfierct\ismoli# districts, 

JaiW-Kuckel, assistant >uper'in-. 
tfhdent for instruct jt>o, said ef­
forts al.so are under .way' to pro­
mote awareness ami understand 
ing in the district's curriculum 
\ i nt'A uxtbooks art' l>oughl offi 

t_tif> ar<- trying to cho<J-* inxik^ 
that note Lonfributmns> made b> 
ail r.ue>. mtjuding rninoritio 

Kuii-el h o p e the efforts wdt 
[>rorno»e disvr^itv and po-*sibK 
h»lp to t.urb .such problem^ as 
.ijuth ân>jn and M-hooi violeniv 

S^hde mo^t gain* in minurit^ 
hiring ha\e occurred among Afrj 
t-̂ tn Aimrtcariv the district aNo 
ha* hir«d a htgblv qualified Pncif 
u Inlander. Ciarv Quttiquu. A* tx 
• cntive director of -.penal tdm/t 
lion 

Thomai aho ha-> a g«al Lo «tek 
out otfnr minority educator^j 
•»uth a< Chaldean-t and Asians, to 
Von pace with exiw.ct«d changes 
m the -.indent imputation in torn 
i n^ \ tar-

Ail of the «fforts cojne on the 
h»elj. of ft C S Justice Depart--
m* nt decree uuhtmg the dhtnet 
in -Uff up Us minority ranks 
'I hat thr«t yt.tr decree,occurred 
iifidtr a prior adrnmi^lratiotv, 
hoAtver^ and only one >tar rw-
rmim on the o«U r. 

B V U A H R K I . L C I . K M 

SI \>> WvitVlt' 
A Hrightoh riiiin.-ha.t been or 

.dered t«>.>ta.n'd trialun charges he 
robijed the Dandy Oij-Maralhon 
gas station on Ann Arbor Trail at 
Merriman. 

(1 re gory J a.mtW K rachen fel s. 37. 
wa» bound o\er for trial in Detroit 
Ktcorder\ Court after hi \olun 
lanl> waivtd a prehrninary hear 
ing I h u ^ d a ) in We^tland l*th 
District Court 

He ha«. al-o b<.en chargt<t with 
tour anmd robbtrica in Oakland 
Counts and is being imiMigated 
{or nthcr hnfrbij)-*. pottte have 
-abl He i» in *.ustod> *n Lapeer 
County, win re in ti awaiting trial' 
on \vt another robln-r> charge 

The Dandy Oil Marathon <*ta-
trorv has in en robbed several 
t tmt i in recent months, but Kra 
dunfe!- ha>* been charged with 

only, one of the robberies. He was. 
arraigned on the charge March 21. 

C. Charles liokos, iKth District 
Court judge, has entered a not-
g\iflty plea for Krachenfels in 
WeMlaod, and the. judge set a 
SliXUXX) bond thai likely would 
keep the'defendant in custody --
rcgardle-AOf dtst lopments in the 
easrs v-l.s*. where 

KrathenftK i>> chargLd in the 
\ Iunh ft robbery of the Dandv 
Oil Marathon slalion An em 
phAte wah robbed by a man wear 
ing a ski ma-.k, dark sweat jwnnts 
and Itntirtr glovr s 

'\ he bandit warnul the employ 
<«. that he v.a« tarrying a gun, ami 
be ordered the clerk to open a 
iash rtgi-.ter Fearing she would 
b< harrmd, the employee com­
plied with the man's demands 

'I he bandit then ordered the 
woman to lie on the floor until he 

lied on fool with the $35 that he gun, but she believed he did be­
took during the robbery, cause he waved his hand in the 

The employee told police that air and made gestures like-he was 
she wasn't certain the man had a. . armed. -, , . 
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LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
15125 Farminglon Road 
Livotila, MI 48151-5474 

Th£ Uvonu PubHc iicfiooU Hoard ol VAar^ucn f.lvonia, Michig.in. hereby in 
vilt-J tre mbmUjion &f âl«<J bf4t<w 

JWly • Natural Gaflyom^tlc IfoiWatrrSupply licikr 
flcplicnnrnl atKrcot Mi<Wle&h«ol 

fi;d3 will t« received until 3 00 f'M^nlhc J2(h day of April. 1534 at lfci» office 
eli te &?ard oi MGcatiOft. 1&125 Pa>minglcfl ftoad i.tvonJa, Michigan At thfi 
um« ^tvl pl^ee all b!di wtll bo p^Wlcly <jy.rs.il ar/1 read Vender* are encour-
ag'<ito*lUr/J« 
S«?cift«lioM 4 ^ bid fwmt m^y be cfctalncd at the office of l^c Board of 
YA-KiWvi lint* Purxhii wg f)ep»!tment 

• Tf-iC Oosrd of Kducatktf re;ctv« the rfglit lo reject any or all fcW? In whoteor In 
part In the- Merest* </i imjforrnlty, des-igrr. e^Jpirif nl, delivery time or prefer* 
««e, lot waive an/ toforrmlitki an<J to award iff other than tew bidder. 
Arvy feld?ulfnltlfd uiUf>9 biodjo^for ninety (Sty diyasi/bw^rjl (o lh«date'of 

Cofitfttleri laltrtiM la bWdin/r M iWi pro>ecl «"afl coalutt Chariot Pr|aRle( 
M»t«f<Aa*ee A«t Sap4rvMt, hit W«B tfejs fc^n of !> CO A M,-> 09 P.M, (a mike 
»r»iMj(<n*e-£l* 1¾ vlttttietfle 
Aid forrnt will alvj be availabfe at tftf-f lime 

HOMEUNE: 953-2020 
Open hexjst's and new cle\clopmcnls m your,; 
Free real cMate seminar inforrnalion C 

SA&ON GLAMOUR 
MAKBQVJtlH 

iNOLUOKS; M If^tr Stylrng.Ji M«Vc6v<if 
War£,re>be w Ac<«rt.«oty (;fv»ng« • Manicure 

SCOTT-ELLEN HAIR DESIGN 

425-03441 

• Fapst 
«MoimUlnD«w 

N 

* Pepsi fm * Okl Pep*I 

f Slice* Wet Site* 

»2.99 
ziu.m 

'1.99 
,AftH VA*Hit^O, 1»f4 

DISCOUNT 
POP ' 

^14470 s 27790¾ A 
'^S»lJ^||\lill.WiH^N'^»«'yl|^^'|*V^¢*lp*^' 

CUSSlfIfD AFTtR HOURS: 591-0900 
>• Place classified ads at yout convenience 

CIRCUIATION AFTER HOURS 
OAKLAND couNm 901-47H YVAYW COUNIV: 591-OSOO 

y- Rce^est suliscriptionj M your convenience. 

EVENTS LINF: 953-2005 

> Current dciails regard ngceynmunfty e^nls inching da'es. UfK'S <in<l fees. 

CUSTOM CONNECT CLASSIFIED: 1-810-433.4000 
>• provides 24'hour access and security, screen responses at )<>w conve­

nience and leave messages or further instrutlions. Tlierc is no need to 
release,1 your name, phone number or business address 

FAXJdNE:t-G0O-967.$9Q4 
>- Yem can use a MasterCards or /«a*ie> .tcceiJ the following inform A. 

lion from our classified ads-
• Item No, 9402: Looking for a place to rcflt or someone to share 

.in apartment Willi? Cd\ a Hsting of our renlal tlassificels. 
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p in, And every 
Wednesday thereafter at the san>e time Cost' *S 91*, 

• Hem No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction soles. Amities crafts, 
rummage tales. Cost' $5.95 

• Item No. 9800: Reaction; boats, motorcycles, earners, air-
plancs/cic, COJI: $$.95 

• Hem No. 9B22,tVehldes Uscehrucks, vansarid^H mak^of 
atlomobiles. CosC $39,95 

O&t; 0N4INI 
. Bl«MINGHA.MANI>ip«ROUNl)INCARfA5:90t-47U 

MVOWA AND SURROUNDING AMASt 591-0903 
>• Willi d'coiypulet anel rnotJcmyou can log on to CJ&F Ort-Line, a coin 
* fHilef btidejun board service (HUM. I lere's some of tho features yoti can 

access:. ' ' 
• Community cvcnls Including all areas eovitCHi by our pajtfr 
• Stock quoics that, are urvdaicd' dally, * 
• Associated Press ncwi • local and national. 
• Wcstcoast Music Review, ancleMronic music fnsgj^lne. 

'" • Boardivatcb m.ig47inc,a ftul/b lo online fnfOf inaiion it'cvkc v 
• PC Catalog allows you to ihopon- line for all compoler ncctU. ' 

Slgntxi tftOAE On Une.wlih or v/Hhoui our wftware. Software U .ivalf-
abjc^iy n>aiUof $5 orsavc youhtfi IIKJ shlf>|>ii>g costs by sto^ilnu by ihe 
<>l)JCrvcr $t E(a,nlrkkoffice*In Mvonl<> or Birmingham and pay $1 . 

BBS MoftlNC: 933*2266 
>• feel frcfe lo call in ii you WttJ help jtgnlr^ op lo <>&£ Oiv-tlnt'. 
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