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STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWIXY 

Winning Westland baby: Brook 
Price; nearly 9 months old, won 
the girls* Diaper Derby crawling 
contest recently at the Livonia 
Spree. Brook is the daughter of 
Craig and Diane Price of West-
land. 

Questions: A former Westland 
City Council member is ques
tioning the legality of wording 
for a public safety tax proposal. 
The proposal, if approved by vot
ers Aug. 6, would fund police 
and fire improvements./4A 

COUNTY 

Court reform: The Legislature 
took two steps forward last week 
on this issue while paving the 
way for more massive reforms in 
thefall./5A 

New job: Scott Jenkins is dean of 
College Centers at Schoolcraft 
College,/%OA: : -r 

TASTE 

Cool cookies: Making cookies is 
fun, even in the summer. Don't let 
the heat wilt your interest in bak
ing,/IB 

Taste Buds: No-sweat dishes, 
made with items from your 
pantry, satisfy on hot daysi / I B 
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Newsroom: 313-9 53-2104 
Newsroom fax.* 313-591*7279 
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Nightiine/'Sports: 313-953-2104 

Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042 
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Display Advertising: 313-591-2300 
Home Delivery: 313-591-0500 

SPORTS 

Coaching changeover: Changes in 
local high schdol coaching ranks 
continue us ike head coach of the 
girls soccer team at Churchill 
High has resigned. / I C 
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Murderer gets 15 to 30 years 
Christopher David Poremba of Westland 
has received a 15-30-year prison sentence 
for the second-degree murder of his room
mate. Family members of the victim plead
ed with the judge for a lengihy sentence. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Detroit judge Wednesday sen
tenced Westland murderer Christo
pher David Poremba to prison for 15 
to 30 years for the shooting death of 
roommate Eric Alexander Lucia, a 
longtime Redford Township resi
dent. 

Wayne County Circuit Judge 

Michael Callahan announced his 
decision after tearful Lucia family 
members pleaded for a long sentence 
for Poremba, 29. 

Lucia's sister, Luanne Mueller, 
described the emotional pain of try
ing to cope with her 27-year-old 
brother's death last Sept. 18. 

"The laughs, the tears, the tickle 
fights, the long talks, the hugs and 
the dinners that I made for him - all 

I know now is that there will be no 
more," Mueller told Callahan. 

She also described how her chil
dren, Jayson, 8, and Diane, 10, miss 
their "uncle Ricky." 

Diane often clings to a stuffed 
bunny that Lucia gave to her, knowr 
ing that she won't be receiving any 
more presents from him, Mueller 
said. Jayson cherishes a football 

* given to him by Lucia, who had 
planned to coach his nephew's youth 
team. 

"They want to know why this bad 
man killed their uncle," Mueller told 
Callahan. 

For a school project, Jayson made 

a booklet that he titled, "In Memory! 
of Uncle Ricky." ; 

"To say that my children are dev
astated would be an understate
ment," Mueller said. "They now 
awake from nightmares that this 
man (poremba) will come after 
them." . 

Poremba, a Wayne Memorial High 
graduate and Ford Motor Co-
apprentice, was sentenced 19 days 
after a jury convicted him of second-
degree murder. 

Jurors rejected defense attorney 
Neil Fink's claims that Poremba was 

See MURDERER, 2A 

Festival fun 

BTAFf PB0TO3 BY TOM HAW1XY 

Getting all wet: Melissa Anderson, 15, above left, of West' 
land volunteers for the dunk booth at the Westland Festival. 
Miss. Teen Petite-Michigan, she helped raise money for a 
fund that provides tuition for low-income children to attend 
programs at the city*s parks and recreation department. 
Kelly Davis and son Tyler, 3, wearing their sunglasses, 
enjoy the Dragon Wagon ride above at right at the Westland 
Festival. Behind them are Patrick Harris, 8, of Walled Lake 
and Melissa Lott, 7, of Westland, Nancy Ruby of Westland, 
right, holds grandson Evan Prosser, 2, during the Westland 
Festival parade that organizers said was twice as long as 
last year's. Nancy and husband William have been West-
land residents for 32 years, and they have seen every festi
val parade. For more photosimdra story, see Page3A uf~. 
today's paper. , * 

rassu 
BY DARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A citizens group fighting to stop • 
the potential residential develop^ 
ment of Sassafras Trails, a 64-acre 
nature area, seized an.opportunity 
during last week's Westland Festi
val to circulate petit ions for its 
cause. . . •' . 

Friends of Sassafras Trails mem
ber Teresa Robbinssaid the group 
has now.collected about 2,000 signa

tures,urging the WayneAVestlarid 
school board to protect Sassafras 
Trails, a heavily wooded area north
east of Palmer and Wildwood. 

"We really pushed the issue at the 
festival,".Robbins said. 

The school board is considering 
selling the land after, receiving 
appraisals that indicate th£ property 
could; bring in more than $T million 
for the mohey;strapped district, 

Board members are considering 

rejecting a lesser offer of $520^000 
from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, which would buy 
the development rights and preserve 
Sassafras Trails. ; 

On Friday, board member Patricia 
Brown said a decision may arise 
during a 7 p.m. school board meet
ing today (Monday), even though 
Sassafras Trails.isn't listed on the 
formal agenda. 

"It's hot oh the agenda, but there's 

a chance that it could be added if we 
amend the agenda," she said. 

Irt another development, tho 
Observer has learned that school 
Superintendent Duane Moore am| 
Westland Mayor Robert Thomas 
have met to discuss Sassafras 
Trails, a meeting that some Sasf 
safras supporters viewed.as hopeful.} 

Thomas has 'vowed tha t hi,s 
administration won't pressure the 

See SASSAFRAS, 2A 
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Nominations sought 
Westland Mayor Robert Thomas'office is 

accepting nominations for residential and busi
ness"landscaping beautificatidn awards through 
Aug. 21. Judging for residential nominees Will be' 
based on the overall appearance of the front and 
back yards. Judging for non-residential nomi
nees Will be based on the overall appearance of 
the grounds surrounding businesses. (Condo
miniums and apartments will be judged in the 
business category.) 

.To submit nominations, call 467-3200 between 
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays or send them to 
Mayor Robert Thomas, Beautification Awards, 
City of Westland,- 36601 Ford Road, Westland 
48185. Prizes, such as dinners and plaques, will 
be awarded for first, second and third place in 
both categories; . 
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Car wash slated 
The Youth Group of the Westland-based Sal

vation Army, 2300 Venoy at Dorsey, will be hold
ing a car wash 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
3. Funds raised will be. used to expand the Sal
vation Army's outreach program for teen-agers. 
For more information oh the youth group or. 
other Salvation Army programs, call Capt. Mark 
Welsh.corps officer in.charge, at 722-3660. 

Youth honored 
Jpson Manning of Westland was recently hon

ored at. the Wftyne-Westland Credit Union annu

al dinner meeting after servjhg one year on the 
youth board of directors. He was awarded for 
outstanding performance as vice president. He 
has performed such duties as collecting canned 
goods for the'needy and writing a youth newslet
ter. Manning attends John Glenn High School. 

Student lauded 
Wendi Mrozinski, n John Glenn High gradu

ate, recently graduated suriima cum laude from 
Albion College, receiving a bachelor's degree in 
anthropology and sociology and religious studies. 
She was awarded departmental honors in reli
gious studies for her thesis, titled "Analysis of 
the Iron I Cultic Structure at Toll Ta'anecck." 
She is the daughter of Nancy King of Canton. 
Township. 
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Murderer from page 1A Sassafras from page 1A 
under attack by Lucia when he 
shot the victim in the chest. 

The killing occurred at Porem
ba's Westland home in the 32700 
block of Parkwood. Wi tnesses 
said a d i spu te occurred when 
P o r e m b a m a d e d e r o g a t o r y 
remarks to a woman who came 
to his residence to visit Lucia 
and Luc ia ' s f r iend, R icha rd 
Gofpurth, 

Poremba told the woman that 
Lucia and Gofourth were "trou
ble," Gofourth has testified. 

Following a scuffle, Poremba 
pulled a gun and shot Lucia to 
death. 

Muel ler had to identify, her 
dead brother's body. 

UI realized what it was like to 
have your h e a r t l i teral ly bro
ken," she told Callahan. 

"His murder has jus t ripped 
my world a p a r t , " she sa id , 
adding that Lucia family mem
bers have been sentenced to "a 
lifetime of hurt and longing." 

Lucia's family members would 
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Canton Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Associates 

are proud to announce 

ill/1 

Dr. Marcia Caron M. D. 

Dr. Caron will be 
joining Drs. Manber, 
Hrozencik & Valentin] 
on Aug, 5, 1996. She 
will be accepting 
new patients for 
OB/GYN Care. 

Our office is located at: 
Missian Health Building 

42180 ford Road 
Suite 305 

Canton, Ml 48187 
(313)981-6556 
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OBSERVER NEWSROOM E-MAIL 

• Readers can submit story .suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to 
. the 'editor .of make general comments to any''member of our.news 

staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the following address: 
newsroom@oeonline.com. 
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• Open houses and new developments in ycjur area. 
• Free real .estate seminar information. 
• Current mortgage rates. 

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 3 3 . 3 - 5 9 1 - 0 9 0 0 

Place classified ads at your convenience. 
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"yofir paper] p.Iw.sL till one of our customer Service representatives 
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FAX LINE: 313-953-2288 
• You can use a MasterCard or Visa to access the following information 

fromour classified ads. This service is available by'noon Wednesday 
and Saturday: 

Item.NO. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share art 
. .apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds. 

Cost: $595. 
Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, airplanes, etc. 

'•'• Cost: $5.95 . .. ,.-;.-': 
Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of automo

biles. Cost: $39.95 

O&E OfMJNE: 313-591-0903 
» , » — ^ > j ' . n . ^ . . 

• You can access On-Line with just about any communications soft
ware—-PC or Macintosh. On-line users can: 
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,' m o r e . • '• , • • • ' • '•''* -
• Read electronic"cditioiVs of the the Observer & Eccentric newspa-

, . ' p e r s . . •••;• ; .' t , . •-.-'. ' , . - '• . 

» Chat with users acrpss'towii or across the country, 
To begin your On-Line exploration, call 313- 591-0903 with your 
modem. \. ,-s ' •'".' 

At the login prompt, type: heyv . 
At the key prompt , type: 7082 . 
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have preferred a longer prison 
term for Poremba, but Mueller 
said the judge followed sentenc
ing guidelines based on issues 
such as Poremba's background. 

"He's a good judge," Mueller 
said. "He's a fair judge." 

She also commended assistant 
W a y n e Coun ty p ro secu to r 
A u g u s t u s H u t t i n g , say ing he 
"left no stone unturned" in prose
cuting Poremba. 

Now that Poremba has been 
sentenced, Lucia's family will try 
to overcome the grief tha t has 
continued throughout Poremba's 
court proceedings. 

"All of these court hea r ings 
made.it. rough," Mueller said. 
"Now our family, needs some 
time to heal." 

school board on i t s decis ion 
about Sassafras Trails. However, 
the mayor has pledged that - if 
asked - he would be willing to 
help school officials seek addi
tional s t a t e g ran t s to comple
ment the DNR offer and pre
serve the land. 

The DNR g r a n t h a s to be 
accepted by Sept, 30, Rpbbins. 
said, but city officials could con
tinue afterward to seek addition
al state dollars. 

Robbins sa id she is a lso 
encouraged that some Westland 
City Council members, namely 
Glenn A n d e r s o n and S a n d r a 
Cicirelli, have shown support for 
saving Sassafras Trails. 

"They are just super people," 

she said. 
Some school board members 

have said they support selling 
the property because it would 
not only bring in new revenue, 
but also would boost s tudent 
e n r o l l m e n t from r e s i d e n t i a l 
development.^ 

The d i s t r i c t receives about 
$5,600 a year in s ta te aid for 
each pupil that attends Wayne-
Westland schools. 

Other board members want to 
preserve Sassafras Trails and 
have long promised Sassafras 
supporters that they won't vote 
to sell the property. 

The citizens group has said it 
hopes the district will eventually 
use Sassaf ras Tra i l s to teach 

students about science and the 
environment. 

The school board last month 
deadlocked 3-3, with. Brown 
absent, on the Sassafras Trails 
issue. But the board has since 
been revamped with newly elect
ed m e m b e r s David Cox and 
Robin Moore a s s u m i n g t h e i r 
posts on July 1. 

Cox and Moore haven't made 
firm commitments either way on 
Sassafras Tra i l s , saying they 
plan to study the issues before a 
new vote is taken. 

An allergist 

can be your 

best friend 

Never A Better Time Than 
NOIAF 
To Lose Those Eitra founds. 
& Indies.. 

It's our 401b Anniversary and we're givinc 
\ all first time visitors a FREE Fitness USA 
;\ Shirt or Carryall Bag. Come in for a . 

•-:;.}'Spa.Tour and FR€E Fitness Analysis 
and the shirt or bag is yours.Take a few 

minutes and let one of our instructors walk 
you through a refreshing workout.You'll feel 

a/eat and learn how quick and easydt is-to begin 
living a more fit lifestyle. 

PIJL7S... 
Get A FREE Fitness USA 

Designer Shirt By Fruit of The 
Loom® Or A Deluxe Spa Carryall 
Bag Just For Visiting The Spa! 

DAVID H. SEAMAN, M.D 

Asthma and allergy 

treatment for all ages 

313.453.2661 
8 5 7 8 Canton Center Road 

Canton, Ml 4 8 1 8 7 

Affordable Fitness HEALTH SPAS 
CLINTON TWP •',H<: iVa- • •; ,-' , ; 

DEARBORN / i ^ U V - ^ v - f • ><>., 
DETROIT t:/:-1 r<-r>~i .V >- .• '- 1 
HARPER WOODS '••"•' *.-•• -•• * • 
LINCOLN PARK *'- f - . -S' ! • • 
ROYAL OAK ??•.", / . ,- ,- .- .5- \ • 
S0UTHFIELD >" .^ % y /.,: >~ '; • 
STERLING HEIGHTS , - , - V ,-, {,,» 
TAYLOR ' . I W P . W f - N -•! . f I ; 
WESTLAND /-v/Ws.r 

, « • • " f , • ' • • - ) • 

..-:..--, ̂ / d e t r i 

The Surgeon General 
has determined that 

lack of physical activity is 
detrimental to your health. 

1 3 ^ ^ : ^ - . - - - ^ 

-C-19S FlWESSUSAHEAl.THSPAS 

-----•-: --•--••---•••"~^ciTY"OFGARbfeN"crnr~^_ '• • ~ 
ORDINANCE # A-96-008 

•'"••••'•:,'• . RESOLUTION^ 7-96-343 

The City Council of Garden City hereby adopts and establishes the following budget for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1,1996. 

fien trail 
Revenues 
G«n Property Taxes 
Busfness Lk/Permiu". 
Non-Bus Lie/Permits 
StateSha/ttJ Revenues 
CranULocal Unit* 
Charges for Services 
Froes *nd Forfeits. 
MisctUaneoui Revenue 
Contrib/Water * Sewer 
Contrib/Olher Fund 

Total Revenues 

Ttocal"Strt»rPund Symmary 
Revenues • 

•Gas and Weight. T*x 
Transfer-Major Streets . 

.Interest on Investtncnts 
Decrease in Fund Balance 

Total Revenues 

327,76ft 
«90,9-18 • 

5.000 
179.667 

703,375 

» 7.29S.969 
30.000 

. 266.500 
3,783,830 

61,350 
676,270 
,565.000 
450,550 
317,000 

1,027,791 

$ 14.674,260 

tnteins.1 Service Fund Summary 
Revenues 
Transfer* from Other Fund $ 
Total Revenues $ 

119,568 
119,.568 

Expenditures ' • ' . • • • -
Mayor and City Council 
21s,t District Court 
City Administration 

- PlAnriing A Comrn Develop 
I-cgal 
•Audit 
Clerk/Treajurer • 
Police Department 
Fire Department 
Bldg and Protective Insp 
Dt-pt of Public Sen ices 
Park and Recreation 
Library 

'Contingency 
Boards and Comrni.««ions 
Debt Service: 

• Tola) Expendi tures 

Expenditure*. 
Expenditures 
Total fcipendilures 

$ 69.66) 
602.274 

- 292.868 
0 

94,000 
51,100 

1,387.352 
3.797.160 
1,625.063. 

. 249.767 
4.013.113 
1.025.809 

242.741 
• 62.000 
119.930 

1,041,422 

»14,674.260 

$ 119.563 
$ 119.568 

DjjKflioftaDexelopxoenlAiahoillj; 
Revenue* 
Incremental Prop Tax Rev ' I 315,000 
Interest on tnveJtmenta 50.000 
Reduce Fund Balance 1.857.063 

Total Revenues • i 2,222.063 

tnclnerator Fund Summary 
Revenue* ' ' ' . - • 
Property Tax Levy % 342,094 
Personal Property Taxes IB.lCf 
Interest on Investments 18,000 

Total Revenues $ 376,258 

DeMfi«U«meiiJJEujid_8umiii»rx 
Revenue'* 

Transfers-OtheriKuhd 

Total Revenues 

* 3,540,962 

$ 3.540,962 

CcDuaunlLyÎ Yelopffltntl3lMkCrMlFujt4Sunini*a 
Revenues* 
County Grant Tr»nifer 

Tptsl Revenues 

I . l r t r t ry F u n d H u m n n r y 
Revenue* . 
Tr»n» from"General Fund 
CityofWeJlUnd 
Penal Fines 
Local Slste Aid , 
Overdue fine* 
WottfSped*! St.te Aid . • 
Photo Cojiy Charge* 
Interest on Investment* 
Audio Visual Rental 

Tot'l Revenues .-
• ' • • • ' * " ' . " ' , . ' . - , • . 

M*i<jr^tftit£ujid£umm»ry 
. Revtnue* .-

O M «n4 WslfM Taj 
Itirere^ on tavMlrnent* . 
Decrtase in Fund Balane* 

tW»1 rWvrnvfi ..-

Adopted: inly \. 1994 

222.000 

222,000 

242,741 
0. 

31,600 
14,500 
9,000 

14.600 
3,000 

0 
1,800 

E x p e n d i t u r e s 
Housing Rehabilitation 
ADA Compliance 

Total Expenditures 

Expenditure* 
Expenditures 

•Total Expenditure* 

60,000 
172,000 

222,000 

317,041 

317,041 

Majar.PxoJtctiFufldajjmraary 
Revenues 
Interest on Investment % 
Total Revenue* $ 

250 
250 

CaplUl Project* Revolving FirhH SlUWnaJX 
Revenues •" . 
Total Revenues $ . o 

WtWr tnd BiwtzliaAAuiamttx 
•-r- Revenue* 

Water/Sewer Service Rev. ' $ 4,604,900 
N(iK*lUneoiU Revenue* ' • •' -CO0.400 
Decrease Fund Balance -1,332,639. 

I 317,041 

I 765.7M 
135.000 
440,«« 

**,t,339,699 

' Expenditure* 
Expehdilu,re's' 

Total Expenditures 

t i;339,699 

» i:S39,«99 

Tbt«l Revenue* 

8 U JEundfiumrcuiry 
Revenue* 
Payments rrorrtCWW 
Toi*! Revenue's _.,_.-.. 

I 6,137,939 

t ' ' 8.5,000 
.* - .65.000 

RthihUltitloaikYohuijr^ituUBuJuanja 
Revenue* . 
Repayments of Ijoans * ' % 10,000 
Decrease In Fund Batance• •'• "10,000-

* -
Total Revenue* ' $ 20,000 

Expenditures 
Expenditure* 

Total Expenditures 

Expenditures 
Proj«t.«/Pri>fi--..i Sen- & 
Administration 

Total Expenditure* 

Expenditures 

Incinerator l>ebt Service-

Total Expcndflurc* 

Expenditure* 
Perrin Drain ' . 
Stale of Micrj llond !>j.in 
Incinerator Debt Service 
Drain Improvemcntlton-t* . 
Special A.*»es>'mcril ItonH* 
Local Share Bond.t 
Police Facility Bonds' 

Total Expenditures 

Expenditure* 
Incresre in F u n d Rylance 
Total Expenditures 

Expenditures' 
Total Ex'pcnditurcs 

Expenditure* ; 
Expendilyr(.« 

total Expenditures 

Expenditure* 
!ncreai<rln Fund Bounce 
TbUliJxpenditu.rcs 

Expenditure* 
HouiintRehabilitnllon 

Total Expenditures 

$ 70:}.375 

' $ 703.375 

$ 2,130,fi?8 
91.185 

$ 2,222.063 

$ 376^59 

* 376.253 

25,146 
37^.250 

1.225.314 
674.140 
835.629 
337.835 

$ 3,540,962 

250 
250 

•* 6,137,939 

4 6,137,939 

t 85,000 
t ' 85,000 

• - A -221052-.. - - . . „ . - . . 

* '26,000 

"' " MICIIAELT.BRKEN. Mayor 
* RONALD D.SIIOWA1.TKK.CityCletKTreasurer. 
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STAFF PHOTOS B\ TOM ILWLEV 

Crossing the bridge: At right, John Blair and daughter 
Jeriise, 2, of Westland balance their way across a rope 
bridge, part of an obstacle course structure at the West-
land Festival. Above, members of the Spiriters pompon 
squad wereTb-essed in red, white and blue. 

Watching the 
parade: Mark 
Buddington of 
Westland and 
Lex, a golden 
retriever, enjoy 
their time 
together at the 
parade. 

Festival offers fun for 
BY DARRELLCLEM , 
STAFF WjUTER ' 

Everybody loves a parade, but 6-year-
old Jenny Bone got to march in one. 

Jenny, in the summer before she enters 
first grade at P.D. Graham Elementary 
School, marched with the Cheer America 
pompon t e a m d u r i n g T u e s d a y ' s 30tbr 
annual Westland Festival parade. 

"It was fuia," she said. "I liked, march-

On Friday, Jenny and her mother, Mon
ica, returned to the festival where Jenny 
rode the carousel and braved a big slide 
that brought smiles to.many youngsters' 
faces. 

" I t ' sa real nice festival," Monica Bone 
said. "They have a lot of ticket stands, so 
we didn't have to wait in a long line. The 
parade was real nice, too." 

T h o u s a n d s of people a t t e n d e d las t 
week's festivities, which were.to culmi
nate Saturday with the city's annual fire
works display. 

Jennifer Bird of Ann Arbor brought her 
Garden City niece, 3-year-o1d Aundrea 
Roye, to the festival., 

."I want to go on the merry-go-round," 
Aundrea said. 

Bird said she enjoyed playing games 
such as a basketball shoot. 

"I l iked it," she said of the festival. 
"There were a lot of.thirigs for kids to do." 

Parade chairman Mike Spisak said this 
year's parade from Wildwood and Ford to 
the City Hal l a rea las ted n e a r l y two 
hours, twice as long as last year's. 

"People were just delighted," he said. "I 
didn't hear one complaint." 

Members of the U.S. Coast Guard flew 
overhead in hel icopters , and some 90 
units joined the parade, including the 
popular, national award-winning Coach
men Drum and Bugle Corps from Grand 
Rapids! 

"People were lined up three and four 
deep on the curb," Spisak sa id . "They 
were actually coming out into the street. 
This is the biggest parade Westland has 
seen in 30 years." . -

Some food vendors expected record 
sales, he said. 

"This is the best year some of them 
have ever had," Spisak said. 

Some feared rain would spoil Tuesday's 
parade, which kicked off the festival. 

"It was overcast, but we didn't get any 
rain until the end of the parade," Spisak 
said. 

"It was the - biggest parade we've,ever^ 
had," community volunteer Sam Corrado 
saicuJ^We had^ some great kids' groups, 
including dance groups and karate groups , 
and a lot of others. It was great." 

Spisak commended Wvstland's business 
community and its residents for making 
the 30th festival a success. 

Music: Jim MacLeod of 
Westland, a member of the 
Franklin Village Band, 
plays his sax. 

Fest royalty: The festival queen, Angela Marie Fernandez, center, is flanked by first 
runner-up Shannon Roman, left, and second runner-up Mia Lawson. 
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Fun time: Riding 
the merry-go-^ 
round is Evan 
Brezovsky, 2, of 
Westland, getting 
some help from 
dad Bob. 
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