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STAFY PXUTO BY TOVI HAwLEY

‘Winnmg Westland baby: Brook

 Price; nearly 9 moriths old, won

~ the girls’ Diaper Derby crawlmg |
contest recently at the Livonia
Sprée. Brook is the daughter of
Craig and Dzane PI ice of West-
land -

UQUestiOns‘" A former Westland
City Council member is ques-
tioning the legality of wording

-~ for a public safety tax proposal.
The proposal, if approved by vot-
ers Aug. 6, would fund police

and fire improvements./4A

Court reform: The Legzslature

took two steps forward last week
~on this issue while paving the

way for more massive reforms in

| the fall / 5A -

New job Scott Jenkms is dean Of . |

College Centers at Schoolcr aft

“-.‘--Cool cookies Makmg cookzes is.

:'fun even in the. summer. Don’t let:‘f
- the heat wilt your Lnterest in bak '
‘Lng /:I.B . o

: Taste Buds. No sweat dzshes

. made. with items from your

pantry, satzsfy on hot days Yz 13

BY DARRELL CLEM

——————

. STAFF WRITER

A Detroit Judge Wednesday sen-
tenced Westland murderer Christo-
pher David Poremba to prison-for 15
to 30 years for the shooting death of
rocommate Eric Alexander Lucia, a

1 longtime Redf‘ord Townslup res1
~.dent.

Wayne County ercuxt Judge

1. Chrlstogher David Poremba of Westland
has received a 15-30-year prison sentence
for the second-degree murder of his room-
mate. Family members of the victim plead-
- d w1th thle Judge for a lengfhy sentence.

chhael Callahan announced his

decision after tearful Lucia family .

members pleaded for a long sentence
for Poremba, 29.

Lucia’s sister, Luanne Mueller
described. the emotlonal pain of try-
ing to cope with her 27-year-old
brother’s death last Sept. 18."

“The laughs, the tears, the tickle
fights, the long talks, the hugs and
the dmners that I made for him — ali

I know. now is that there wrlt be no
more,” Mueller told Callahan.

She also described how her chil-
dren, Jayson 8, and Diane, 10, miss

 their “uncle Rlcky

Diane often clings to a stuffed
bunny that Lucia gave to her, know:-
ing that she won't be receiving any
more presents from him, Mueller
said. Jayson cherishes a football

fgwen to him by Lucia, who had
“planned to coach his nephew s youth
team.

“They want to know why this bad _

man killed their uncle " Mueller told
Callahan.
For a school‘project,.Jayson made

| @ SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS -

© lmﬂuburbon Conununicntlom Corpontlon

ears

a booklet that he titled, “In Mexnory‘ |
of Uncle Ricky.” =
“To say that my children are dev-

astated would be an understate-
‘ment

,” Mueller said. “They now
awake from nightmares that this

-man (Poremba) will come after |

them.”

graduate and. Ford Motor Co:
apprentlce was sentenced 19 days
after a jury convicted him of second-
degree murder. ‘
Jurors rejected defense attorney-
Neil Fink’s c]alms that Poremba was

" See Munnsn—“‘sn,zA

Festival fun

£y ' it sunraorosmfmxmwm
R "Li;;Gettlng all WGt' Melzssa Anderson, 15 aboue left, of West+ | S
" land volunteers for-the dunkbooth at. the Westland F‘—’Sflval L
| .-Miss Teen Pet&t&Mzchzgan, she helped raise money fora - ;; S
| fund that -provides. tumon for-low-income children to attend G e
‘| ‘programs at the city’s parks and recreation department, > . | IR .
| Kelly Davis and son Tyler,; 3, wearing their sunglasses, = |
|- enjoy.the Dragon Wagon ride above at right at the Westland N Eol
|:Festival, Behind them are Patrick Harris; 8, of Walled Lake: | - -
| "and Melissa Lott, 7; of Westland: Nancy, Ruby of Westland, |,
| ff'" lght holds grandson Evan Pro ser 2

durmg the. Westlangl
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j;oaching changeover. Changes n
- local high school coaching ranks
continue as the head coach of the
* girls soccer team at Churchzll
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STAFF anan
A cmzens group fighting to stop .

“the potential residential develop-
- ment of Sassafras Trails, a 64-acre’

nature area, seized an opportumty

“during last week’s Westland Festi-
~valto’ crrculate petttlons for 1ts
“cause,

‘Friends of Sassafras Tralls mem-‘

. ber Teresa Robbins said the group'
‘has now. collected about 2,000 slgna

‘ tures urgmg the Wayne Westland
: school board to protect Sassafras

Tra:ls a heavily wooded -area north-
east of Palmer and Wildwaod. ‘

- *We really pushed. the issue at the
g festwat .Robbins said. . | :
The school board is consrdermg'
‘ sellmg the land after receiving
- appraisals that indicate the property
could bring in more than $1 million

for the money'strapped district,.

Board members are consrdermg'

.

rejectmg a lesser offer of $520 000

from the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, which would buy

“the development nghts and preserve
Sassafras Trails. " -

On Fnday, board member Patricia
-Brown said a de¢ision may arise

V,durmg a 7 p.m.-school board meet-

ing today (Monday), even though

“It's not on the agenda but theres

Sassafras Trails.isn’t hsted on the _
. formal agenda. -

],'Sassa *ras supporters czrculate petztzons

a chance that it cou]d be. added ifwe
amend. the agenda she said.

In another development, thae _—

Observer has learned that schoa}
Superintendent Duane Moore and

‘Westland Mayor Robert Thomas
“have met to discuss Sassafras o
Trails, a meeting that some Sas} .
_safras supporters viewed as' hopeful"} o

Thomas has 'vowed that hls_

admlmstratlon won't’ pressm‘e the_ S

See sAsSAFnAs. 21( B

| Nomlnatlons sought

busmess category.)

;both oategones

 Westland Mayor Robert Thomas oﬂ'ce is
_ acceptmg nominations for residential and busi-
‘ness’ Iandscapmg beautification awards through
_Aug 21. Judging for residential nominees will be
based on the overall appearance of the front and
back yards. Judging for non-residential nomi- -
nees Will be based on the.overall appearance of
| the grounds surroundmg businesseés. (Condo-

1 miniums and apartments will be_)udged in the '

. To submit nommatrons call 467- 3200 between
9'a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays or send them to-
Mayor Robert Thomas, Beautification Awards,
City of Westland; 36601 Ford Road, Westland

48185, PrlZCS, such as dinners and plaques, will
be awarded for first, second and thu‘d place in

PLACES

‘Car wash slated

Youth honored

The Youth Group of the West]and based Sal-
~vation.Army, 2300 Venoy at Dorsey, will be hold-
ing a car wash 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug.

8. Funds raiged will be used to expand the Sal-

| ‘vation Army’s outreach program for teen-agers
For more informatjon on the youth group or.

" other Salvation Army programs, call Capt, Mark
Welsh,:-corps ofﬁcer in charge at 722- 3660

_ Jason Mahmng of West]and was rccent]y hon-
- ored at the Weyne Westland Credlt Unlon annu-

& FACES

ownshlp

“al dinner meeting ‘after servmg one year on the
youth board of directors. He was awarded for
‘outstandmg performance as vice presxdent He
has performed such duties as collecting canned
goods for the'needy and writing a youth newslet-_ J
ter Manning att‘ends John‘ Glenn High School. "

Student lauded

‘ Wendl Mrozinski, a John Glenn ngh gradu-
ate, recently graduated summa cum-laude frony
“| Albion College, receiving a bachelér's degree in .
anthmpology and sociology and religious studies.

She was awarded departmental honors in reli-
.gious studies for her thesis, titled “Analysis of

B the Iron I Cultic Structure at Tell Ta’anececk.”
he is the daughter of Nancy King of Cnnton
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M u rderer from pago 1A

under attack by Lucia when he
shot the victim in the chest.

The killing occurred at Porem-
ba’s Westland home in the 32700
block of Parkwood. Wiftnesses
satd a dispute occurred when
Poremba made
remarks to a woman -who came
- to his residence to visit Lucia
and Lucia’s friend, Richard
~Gofourth,

Poremba told the woman that
Lucia and Gofourth were “trou-

derogatory

Following a scuffle, Poremba

~ pulled a gun and shot Lucia to

death.
Mueller had to 1dent1fy her

| dead brother’s body.

“I realized what it was like to
have your heart literally bro.

ken,” she told Callahan.

*His murder has just ripped
my world apart,” she said,
adding that Lucia family mem-
bers have been sentenced to “a
lifetime of hurt and longing.”

ble,” Gofourth has testified.

Lucia’s family members would
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Canton Obstetrlcs & Gynecology
Associates
are proud to announce

Dr Marc:a Caron M D

) ‘DﬁCa'_,ron‘ will be .
joining Drs. Manber,
Hrozencik & Valentini.
onAug. 5, 1996. She
~will be accepting

new patients for

| OB/GYN Care.

- Qur office is located at:
MlSSlan Health Bu:ldmg
... 42180 Ford Road
IR ~ Suite 305
Canton, MI 48187
(313) 981-6556
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have preferred a longer prison
term for Poremba, but Mueller
said the judge followed sentenc-

-ing guidelines based on issues -
“such as Poremba’s background.

“He’s a good judge,” Mueller
said. “He's a fair judge.”

She also commended assistant
Wayne
Augustus Hutting, saying he
“left no stone unturned” in prose-
cuting Poremba.

Now that Poremba has been

- sentenced, Lucia’s family will try

to overcome the grief that has
continued throughout Poremba’s
court proceedings.

“All of these court hearings
made_it rough,” Mueller said.
“Now our fam:ly needs some
time t6 heal.” “

- An allergist

- can be your

best friend

A'sth‘ma and,ailergies -
can hamper, hinder and
handicap the lives of m:any
 children and adults,
| “But they don't have‘ito.

_ _You can feel better.

DAVID H. SEAMAN, M.D.

Asthma and allergy

treatment for all ages

313.453.2661
8578 Canton Center Road
Canton, Ml 48187 "

County prosecutor .

sassafras from page IA

school board on its decision
about Sassafras Trails. However,
the mayor has pledged that — if
asked — he would be willing to
help school officials seek addi-

tional state grants to comple-

ment the DNR offer and pre-
serve the land.

The DNR grant has to be

accepted by Sept. 30, Robbins,
said, but city officials could con-
tinue afterward to seek addition-
al state dollars. , R
Robbins said she s also
encouraged that some Westland
City Council members, namely
Glenn Anderson and Sandra

Cicirelli, have shown support for

saving Sassafras Trails.
“They are just super people,”

she said. -

Some school board members
have said they support selling
the property because it would
not only bring in new revenue,
but also would boost student

-enrollment from residential

development.

The district receives about
$5,600 a year in state aid for
each pupil that attends Wayne-
Westland schools.

Other board members want to
preserve Sassafras Trails and
have long promised Sassafras
supporters that they won’t vote
to sell the property.

The citizens group has said it

use Sassafras Trails to teach

| deadlocked 3-3,

studenté about science and the

environment.

The school board last month .

absent, on the Sassafras Trailg

issue. But the board has since

been revamped with newly elect-
ed members David Cox and

Robin Moore assuming their.

posts on July 1.

Cox and Moore haven't made

firm commitments cither way on
Sassafras Trails, saying they

hopes the district will eventually . plan to study the issues before a

new vate is taken.
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Affordable Fitness

minutes and et one 0

\ 1( S our 404h Annwersary and wele giving
-+, all first time visitors a FREE Fitness USA
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The Surgeon General

has determined that .
lack of physical aclivity is
delnmental to your heallh.
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- Revenues . ’ Expenditarea ¢ - ' :
_Gen. Property Taxes $. 7295959 Mayor and City Council = . §  69,66) o .
Business Lio/Permity . 30,000 . “21st District Court | 602,274 Ancregental PropTaxRev 8 315000
Noa-Bus Lic/Peemits . 268500 ;- Cily Administration - 292,868 Interest on Investments 50,000
State Shayed Revenues 3,783,830 . - Planning & Comm. Develop. ™ : 0 Rcduce Fund Bahnce 1,857.063
“Grante-Local Units 61,350 " Legal - 94,000 S
Charges for Services - §76270 sAudit 51,100 Total R‘""W“ ¥ 2222068
Fines and Forfeits- . 565,000 . Clerk/Treasurer - 1,387,352 . . :
Miscellaneouy Revenue’ 450,550 - Police. Department -3.797,160 ln:ln:mmmndﬁnmmm
Contrit/Water & Sewer 317,000 Fire Department 15625063 - Revenues- ,
Contrit/Other Fund - - 1,021,791 Bldg and Protective Inip 249,767 Property Tax Levy . $ 342004
‘ ) ‘ Dept of Public Services 4,013,113 , Persona) Property Taxes . 18,184
Total Revenues $ 14,674,260 - Parkand Recreation 1.025,809 Interest on Investments 18,000
to Libr C 242,741 : . : ’ . o -
N Cfm"‘&my 62,000 Total Revenves - ¢ 376258
Boards and Commissions } 119,930
Debt Service . . 1041422 - g:{l:nﬁfgnmenlf Hndﬁummm!
‘ . Toth] Expenditares 1874, ‘ ; L
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Total Revenues S8 1119568 7 . Total hpendxluru S8 119568
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Revenueés* - Ftpendi!urﬂ . B ",
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