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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Lighting up: Franklin High 
School has its first football field 
lights, allowing the Patriots to 
play home games at night./3A 

Readers galore: Westland stu
dents were among hundreds of 
Livonia Public Library patrons 
honored recently for keeping up 
their reading during the 
summer./8 A 

COUNTY 

Stadium tax: Members of the Con
ference of Western Wayne decided 
to delay until next month a.deci-
sion on whether the consotium 
will lend its support to the ballot 
issue. /5A 

TASTE 

"Joust" desserts: Pastry chefs get 
ready to compete in Tournament 
of Temptations at the Michigan 
Renaissance Festival. / I B 

Focus on Wine: Hand-selected 
wines from J.C. Mathes are excep
tionally well priced. / I B 

MALLS & MAINSTREETS 

Electrifying: Legs take on a high 
voltage look 
this fall. From 
casual to 
evening wear, 
designers are 
accenting their 
collections 
with textured 
hosiery and 
citric colors, A 
survey of local 
retailers show 
lime green, 
lemon yellow 
andred-orange 
are big news in 
making tegs 

fun and fashionable./4B 

SPORTS 
U:: 

Gridiron test: Westland John 
Glenn tackles Walled Lake West
ern in a battle of state^anked 
football teams* I1C 
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l i e Is will host president 
Excited officials and students at John 
Glenn High School and the Ford Career 
Technical Center are busy preparing for 
President Clinton's scheduled visit and 
rally Tuesday. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

John Glenn High School students 
reveled Friday in the news tha t 
President Clinton is planning to 
attend a Tuesday afternoon rally on 
the Rockets' school football field. 

"They are overwhelmed and 
extremely proud," n-year^old senior 
Rebecca Harden, student council 

president, said. "That's what every
body was talking about for about the 
first 15 minutes of every class, espe
cially in political science." 

Clinton, in his Democratic cam
paign for re-election against Repub
lican Bob Dole, is expected to arrive 
at the rally site around 12:45 p.m. 
after visiting a William D. Ford 
Career Technical Center program. 

"We're pleased that he will be able 
to visit one of our programs," Ford 
center vice principal Rick Hamrick 
said Friday. 

The John Glenn rally is open to 
the public, and gates are expected to 
open about 11 a>m. Tickets are free 
and available in Westland at an 
office on the southwest corner of 
Cherry Hill and Vehoy, shared by 
U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann 
Arbor, and s ta te Rep. Eileen 
DeHart, D-Westland. Call 326-9302 
or 728-3367. 

Wayne-Westland school board 
president Patricia Brown noted that 
the visit marks Clinton's second 

visit to the school distr ict . He 
addressed Wayne Memorial High 
School students in March', 1992, 
during the presidential primary. 

This is a school district that has 
twice attracted Bill Clinton," Brown 
said. "I think it speaks volumes 
about our school district. Of all the 
school districts he could have cho
sen, he chose Wayne-Westland." . 

John Glenn band director Scott 
Cramer was hoping Friday that the 
band would be able to perform for 
Clinton. 

"I've been told to be on call,* he 

" . See CLINTON, 2A 

Bentley center at a crossroad 

STAfT PHOTOS BT JatJAGDHXD 

Science quiz: In her class at Bentley Center, teacher Judy Allen(above right) gives students facts about the world 
of science, Some of adult education classes would be moved elsewhere if the a%cisiohism^ 
building. Young adults such as the five in the photograph at tlieleft come to thz Bentley Center to take classes in 
Bentley's adult education program, forking on a writing assignment in Lucille Lietzau's creative writing class 
are Laura Kithas (left), Jason Kazlauskas and Totii Smith. Smith (above, front) pufs a, lot 6f'thoughtinto what 
she is about to write on paper, For more on the future of Bentley Center, turn to the story on Page 3A. * 
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BY.DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER . 

Former John Glenn High assis
tant principal Michael Bartley has 
been found not guilty of stealing 
money from a school vault in June of 
1994. 

A Detroit Recorder's Court jury 
re turned i ts verdict late Friday 
morning, ending deliberations that 
spanned four days. 

Bartley, 41, had testified Tuesday 
that he took money from the vault to 
reward a student for good grades 
and attendance. 

"Clearly I don't think the jury 
believed that he was stealing any 
money," defense at torney David 
Cross said Friday, 

Bartley and three other school 
employees had access to petty cash 
in the vault, but assistant Wayne 

County prosecutor Robert Donald
son said the money wasn't intended . 
for purposes cited by Bartley. 

Friday's verdict came 10 months 
after Bartley's first trial on felony 
larceny charges ended with a hung 
jury. 

Bartley could have faced four 
years in prison and a $2,000 fine if 
convicted. 

T t h a s heen a difficult case all the 

way through," Donaldson said. 
"Two juries have had significant 

difficulties with it. I'm not here to 
second-guess what they've dojrie. 
They do their job; I do mine. It has 
been a torturous process." 

Bartley was accused of stealing 
$55 late June 7. or early June 8 in 
1994. A hidden video camera that a 
private investigator placed in the '. 

•; •[':'•'• '-'•'••.•' See TRIAL, 2A . -

BY LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR; 

A top Wayne County official is 
insisting tha t no toxic materials 
from the planned Newburgh Lake! 
dredging will be dumped a t two 
Westland sites; 

But' "clean soil" may be taken to 
two Westland sites to close and cap 
the existing sites which have been 
the center of environmental contro
versies in the past few years. : 

That was the thrust of comments 
by Jini Murray, director of the 
Wayne county department of envi
ronment, on the eve of Thursday's 

public hearing on the planned 
restoration of the lake oh the west 
side of Newburgh, ju s t south of 
Hines Drive. 

Murray told the Observer in a 
telephone interview Thursday that 
the county will have only "clean 
soil" taken to the Cooper School.site-
on the south side of Ann Arbor Trail 
between Middlebelt and Inkster 
Road, and a former Nankin Town-
ship land fill, next to the Holliday 
Park nature preserve, north of Cen
tral City Parkway and east of New
burgh; / 

Newburgh Lake sludge containing 
the toxic PCB contaminates will be 

taken to a classified land fill, Mur
ray said. 

Westland residents, particularly 
near the closed Cooper School, were 
concerned about the possibility of 
PCB sludge, which is cancer-causing 
material, being dumped in their 
neighborhood. (See related story) 

The school was closed several, 
years ago, after toxic materials were 
discovered on the playground. 

After closing the school and fenc
ing the property, Livonia school dis
trict officials moved the studehts 
and staff across the street to the for: 
mer Whittier Junior High School. 
The Cooper site remains closed and 

fenced. 
Regarding the Holliday Park pre

serve site, it was the center of 
numerous meetings of the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency*s 
public'hearings, attended by county 
environmental officials and res}* 
dents from two nearby apartmetjt 
complexes. "-' 

While that site has been fenced Jfoir 
two years, the property wasn't coyj 
efedor capped, Murray said. - ^ 

Concerning the disposal of cle«£ 
soil to the two Westland sites, MprJ 
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Judge Is honored 
. Westland District Judge C. Charles Bokos has 
been honored as the judge of the yea* by the 
Police Officers Association of Michigan, which 
presented him a plaque at a recent ceremony. 

: Bokos was appointed to a district bench vacan
cy in August, 1992, and won election to the 
remaining two years of a term in the fall of 19941 

Bokos, 68, is unopposed thi$ fall in seeking a 
six-year term to the bench. :••[-. x 

Campaign dlflce opens 
Joseph Fitzsimmons, Republican nominee for 

the 13th. Congressional District seat, has opened 
his local campaign office. Fitzsimmons is cam
paigning against U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann 
Arbor, in her first two-year term. The election is 
Tuesday, Nov. 6. : ' 

PLACES & FACES 
The campaign headquarters at 5939 N. Wayne 

Road, north of Ford. He held an open house Sun
day, Sept. 16. Interested persons may contact 
his campaign staff at 971-9696. 

On the same day, Rivers opened her own cam
paign office in a strip mall on the southwest cor
ner of Cherry Hill and Venoy. 

Wizards wanted 
The Westland Recreation Department's thera

peutic supervisor is looking for wheelchair Users 
to join the Westland Wizards basketball team. 
An open house will be held 7:30-9:30 p.m. Satur-

-t- ; ' ' ' ' •" - • ' • • . ' — — : — 

day, Sept. 21, at Bailey Recreation Center, on *~*. 
Ford between Wayne Road and Newburgh. *< 

There will be open tryouts for the wheelchaif >? 
basketball team as well as a workshop oh wheet^ 
chair basketball skills. . ' " . ."*£ 

interested people may contact Bailey Center-, T-
722-7620, or Shawn Graham, 467-6619. ^ 

Think winter > : 
Forget the high temperatures and,humidity.* *' 

Think ice and snow. 1-,. 
That's the message from the Westland Sports!;; 

Arena, on Wildwood and Hunter, which has *!'; 
opened its doors and ice for the new skating and-
hockey season. ~~-

Open skating hours are noon to 1:45 p.m. ' > 
weekdays and. 1-2:45 p.m. weekends. Thursday-" 
is set aside for adults only. '.-" 

y I 
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Return visit: President Clinton,- photographed during 
a visit to Wayne Memorial High School during the 
Michigan president primary in migl-March, 1992, will 
make a return visit to the school district Tuesday 
when he plans to campaign at John Glenn High \ 
School. 
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Women and Friendship— 
A Gift We Give Ourselves! 

By yourself or with a friend, don't miss this first Women's 
Night Out at Canton's Summit On The Park. It promises 

to be a relaxing, enjoyable and educational dinner 
program—a special evening just for women of all ages. 

Friendships are vital sources of support, inspiration, 
camaraderie and satisfaction throughout your life. 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital's Deb Mattison, MSW, ACSW, 
wil l help you learn more about the variety and significance 

of friendships and how you can enhance and strengthen 
those important connections with friends. 

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 6-9 p.m. 
j Canton Summit on the Park 
'.{West of Canton Center Rd., south of Cherry Hill) 

' 6 p.m. - Networking 
6:30- 7:30p.m. -Dinner . 

7:30- 9 p.m. - Speaker 

Program fee; $21 per person Includes A full-course dinner. 
Cull (313) 397-5110 by Thurs. Sept 26 to register. 

M I S S I ONTH EALTH 
ST. JOSEP.H'MKRCY HOSPITAL, ANN ARBOR 

Sponsored liy rjt DauRhl f ;s o l Char i ty Nal ion. i l Hea l th SystfiiJ, Inc and ftM Mrrcs l i i i l i h VmCi -s 

READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
' • • • • • • • • • : ^ y - y •'•'•-. - - . - , • • . • • . • • . • . • ' 

Rcaih-rsivm submit story suggestions. • reactions to stories. k-iu-rs to 
the editor or make general comments m any member of our news 
stall through H-Mail via the Inn-met at the following adiiress: 
newsrooin@oeonline.com. 

Homeline:313-953-2020 
Open houses" and hew developments in your area. 

.•• free real estate seminar information.. -
Current mortgage rates. \ 

Classified After Hours: 313-591-0900 
• Place classified ads at your convenience. 

CirculationDepartment:313-591-0500 
'•'•' If you have a question about home delivery or if you did nov 

receive, your paper, please call-one of our customer service repre
sentatives during the following hours: 

Monday ami Thursday: 
8 a.m - 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Fax Line: 313-953-2288 
• You can use a MasterCard or Visa 

to access the following information 
from our classilied ads. This service 
is, available by noon Wednesday and 
Saturday:' 

Item No. 9822: 
• Vehicles: used trucks; vans and all 

makes of'automobiles. Cost: $V;,9S 

0 ^ On-Line: 313-59^ 
•;.< You can access O n l i n e with just 

about any communications sofjware 
- PC or Macintosh. On-line users can: 

. • Send and re(ei\v unlimited e-mail. 
* Access' all features Of the Internet—telnet. Gopher, Www and more:-. 
• Read elect rankedit'wmoftin'the Observer& l-ccentrk newspapers. 

. •• Chat WithMStrs across to\vn or across the country. ; .' . / 
li To begin your On-Linecxplorati6n, call JI3-591-090ivyilh your 

computer modem, At the login prompt, type: new. At the password 
prompt, press your enter key. Af the key prompt, type: 950$: 

On-lineHotline:313-953-2266 
pi If you need help, call the On-1 ine Hotline at the number 'above... 
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Trial from page 1A 

vault captured Bartley on tape. 
Other John Glenn administra

tors became suspicious when 
$2,300 was repor ted miss ing 
during recent month$". 

Donaldson has said that Hart
ley initially denied being in the 
vault. 

Cross said he believes t h a t 
jurors favored Bartley because it 
was established, during a two-
day tr ial tha t ended Tuesday, 
t h a t he had a u t h o r i t y to be 
inside the vault. 

"I t h i n k t h e issue was con
sent," he said. "He had consent 
to go into the petty cash fund." 

Cross said Bar t ley is upset 
t h a t h i s mo the r , who died 
between tr ials , wasn't alive to 
see him acquitted. 

"That's got to be heart-wrench

ing that your mom isn't there to 
see you vindicated," he said. 

"It has been two y e a r s , and 
this has ruined Mr. Bar t ley 's 
life," Cross said. "He h a s not 
been able to find gainful employ
ment in his field." 

On Friday, Cross said that he 
and Bartley hadn't yet discussed 
a possible lawsuit agains t the 
Wayne-Westland school district. 

Since Bartley resigned follow
ing the allegations, he has start
ed a non-profit corporation that 
provides employment t raining, 
Cross said. 

Cross questioned the prosecu
tion's logic that Bartley, making 
about $60,000 a-year as an assis
tant principal, would steal $55 
from a school vault. 

Lake from page 1A 

Clinton from page 1A 

sa id . "I don ' t know wha t we 
would play; I'm planning to call 
another band director who's been 
through this before." 

John Glenn art students were 
busy Friday making banners and 
posters to welcome the presi
dent. 

A s ign -pa in t ing p a r t y was 
planned for Saturday at Democ
ratic headquarters in Ann Arbor. 

Westland Police Chief Emery 
Price said Friday that the police 
depa r tmen t was working with 
the Secret Service to help with 
secur i ty . Police officials also 
were preparing to control traffic. 

"We will be ready for it," he 
said. "We will be prepared; We 
will have sufficient personnel on 
hand for crowd control, and we 
will have officers ass igned at 
various intersections to move the 
traffic." 

A new W e s t l a n d Police 
D e p a r t m e n t motorcycle unit 's 
first ass ignment is" expected to 
center on the president 's visit, 

following two weeks of training 
that ended Friday, traffic bureau 
chief Peter Brokas said. 

Meanwhile , s tuden t Harden 
offered a theory about why John 
Glenn was tapped for a presiden
tial visit. 

"I think we have a wonderful 
s tudent body and a wonderful 
teaching staff," she said. "The 
combination of the two makes 
John Glenn an excellent high 
school." 

Tuesday's visit by Clinton isn't 
the first time that presidential 
nominees or their relatives have 
come to the school district. 

Wal te r Monda l e , the 1984 
Democratic nominee, visited a 
rally a t Wayne Memorial High 
that fall. 

Four y e a r s l a t e r , Ki t ty 
Dukakis, wife of the Democratic 
nominee, Michael Dukakis, came 
to John Glenn dur ing the fall 
campaign. 

ray said there is "absolutely no" 
public health threat. 

The county director said of the 
750,000 cubic ya rds to be 
removed from Newburgh Lake, 
some 100,000 to 200,000 cubic 
yards contain PCB. 

Murray said the county has 
contacted the city of Detroit, city 
of W e s t l a n d and t h e Livonia 
school district about the possibil
ity of disposing of the clean, non-
contaminated soil on their prop
erties. 

The public hearing will focus 
on the recreational and environ
m e n t a l i m p r o v e m e n t s of the 
Newburgh Lake dredging. 

The project-will take ,12 to 18 
months with a contractor work
ing eight to 12 hours a day, six 
days a week, according to a tech
nical report on the job prepared 
by Envi ronmenta l Consul t ing 
and Technology, Inc., of Detroit. 

The report was done for the 

county environmental depar t 
ment with copies of several vol-, 
umes of its findings available for 
public review at the Livonia and 
Wayne public libraries, as well 
•as the clerks' offices in Westland 
and Livonia city halls. 

Part of the consultant's report 
said that there will be a monitor
ing plan developed "as par t of 
the final design for verifying 
cleanup and for determination of 
disposal sites." But the disposal 
sites weren't identified. 

Thursday's public hearing will 
s t a r t a t .7 p.m. in the Livonia 
City Hall aud i to r ium, on the 
south side of Five Mile, east of 
Farmington Road. 

Specifically, Thursday's hear
ing will focus on the feasibility 
and remedial action plan for the 
lake's restoration. 

on dredging plan 
A leader of a Westland envi

ronmental organization, formed 
during the Cooper School crisis 
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several years ago, said the coun
ty's plans to dump Newburgh 
Lake sediment on two local site,s 
may be premature. 

Katherine Pare also stressed 
that the county hasn't keep local 
g r o u p s informed a b o u t t h e 
dredging and dumping plans. 

In a le t t e r to the Observer , 
Pare said: 

"Regarding the proposed plan 
for the dredging of Newburgh 
Lake and the removal of the con
t a m i n a t e d s ed imen t CHECK 
(Concerned for the Health and 
Environment of.Our Communi
ty's Kids) has concerns for the 
proper disposal and tes t ing of 
the lake's sediment. 

" T h e over land t r a n s p o r t of 
PCBs through the streets of our 
community are also a matter of 
great concern. 

"Further we feel the proposed 
planned future use of what the 
county terms clean sediment to 
be.used as a part of any future 
remediation work on the Cooper 
School and Hol l iday P a r k 
Nature Preserve landfills is pre
mature. 

"To this point there has been a 
total lack of community involve
ment, including no communica
tion from Wayne County to the 
residents most affected by these 
contaminated sites or the trans
por t of; the h a z a r d o u s s ludge 
through our streets. 

"With no involvement from the 
Cooper School Citizens Informa
tion Committee or the Friends of 
Holliday park, the county has 
chosen what appears to be a very 
suspec t r emed ia t ion p lan for 
these two landfills. 

"The additional fact tha t the 
county has so far filed no official 
remediationI-plait with the-state 
d e p a r t m e n t of env i ronmenta l 
qruality division leaves us with 
no guide to determine if this is 
even a worthwhile use of our tax 
dollars to correct the risks posed' 
by these abandoned toxic waste 
sites. (-''•'• 

"As a commun i ty g roup 
CHECK has in the past and will 
continue into the future to fignt 
for the public's right to partici
pate in the remediation of the 
environmental risks that we as a 

. community face. : 
"Dye to the lace of information 

provided by the county's environ
m e n t a l qua l i t y staff and t h e 
back room haftdling.of it 's pro-
posal we find ourselves unable to 
support it at this time." 

Pare and several residents in 
the northeast corner of Westland 
s p e a r h e a d e d t h e c rea t ion of 

H 
: • • ? ? > • 
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is at a w. 

BY MARIE CHESTNEY 
STAFF WRITER 

Bentley Center is at a crossroads in its 50*year-
old history. 

One way or another, the former high school at 
Five Mile and Hubbard will not stand much longer 
as it now exists. 

Livonia Public Schools' administrators, whose 
district includes the northern section of Westland, 
are eyeing two plans: demolish part of the building 
and renovate the rest, or raze the entire building 
and turn the grounds into vacant parkland. ^ 

The fate of Bentley Center may soon hinge on 
whether residents approve a one-time-only tax to 
pay the estimated $5 million cost to fix up the 
southern parts of the building. 

If residents don't approve the proposed i.5-mill 
tax increase, the entire Bentley Center will be 
demolished. 

But even asking residents to approve a special 
tax to save Bentley is not yet a certainty. 

The Livonia Board of Education last Monday, 
Sept. 9, gave the go-ahead to work with architects 
to find out how much savings would be generated 
by installing windows, lights and heating systems 
in the parts that would be saved. 

If the savings can't cut deep enough into the 
$700,000 yearly cost,to operate the center, then 
the entire building will be razed, said Superinten
dent Ken Watson. "Professionals need to tell us if 
this is a feasible idea before we go to the voters." 

It will cost about $850,000 to demolish the build
ing, an amount that would be recouped-in 1 1/2 
years by not having to operate the center, Watson 
said. "We have to stretch every dollar we get for K-. 
1 2 . • . • • • 

"Bentley is old, inefficient, a maintenance hog. 
That's part of the reason it was closed as a high 
school. It's now falling into more disrepair'. • 

uWe can't continue to support a facility to run 
fewer programs in a building that is in disrepair. 
We either downsize and upgrade, or raze. That 
might sound callousr,but it's something we have to 
do. We cannot continue to keep this as a pleasant 
memory at a financial loss." 

For the last few years, using income generated 
from adult ed programs and an infusion of money 
from its coffers, the district has managed to keep 
the center open. But with fewer adult ed dollars 
coming from the state and the resulting cut in cen
ter programs, those days appear to be over. 

"The programs we now have there no longer jus
tify that big of a building," Watson said. "We can't 
put enough people in there and charge them 
enough money to offset the cost of much-needed 
renovations." 
. The changes soon coming to the center reflect a 

hard-nosed business decision for a former high 
school that has strong admirers within its ranks of 
graduates. 

The decision is just as tough on Watson, who 
served as Bentley's principal from 1981 to 1985, 
when the high school closed. "I loved Bentley 

Working hard: Tea cher Lucille Lietzau-is one of several instructors at the Livonia 
school district's Bentley Center. :->••• 

With school back in session, numbers tell the 'ST^mm'mm^^^!77mT7t^r^!^^^7!kd^m'^ 
story of what Livonia Public Schools accomplished B L I V v l M l A S y H Q U L S 
over the summer. -; , - •• . •'.' • •' ~"^~ ~~~: . . '••.• 

"While teachers were on vacation, there's much practice sessions Aug 12 
that has gone on," said Paul Derwick, d i rector^ . 1,267 kindergartners were enrolled, 
ins ruction for the district which mcludes the . 1 3 5 E m e r s o n Middle School students took 
northern section of Westland ,- summer classes in science, computers/math, and 

The what-we-did-during-the-summer-vacation English 
report put together by Derwick is four pages long. . All 'administrators attended a workshop on 

Here are highlights of what happened in the dis- legal issues in education: 
trict over the last three months: • 347 high school students completed 501 sum-

• $100,000 was spent to renovate ceilings at mer classes. 
Cooper-at-Whittier Elementary, on Ann Arbor . 2,678,500 square feet of school space was 
Trail between Inkster Road and Middlebelt, West- cleaned, 
' a n 9- • 65,000 square feet of parking lot paving was 

• 531 acres of grass around buildings were cut laid throughout the district.-
weekly. • First graders at Cass; Grant and Tyler were 

. • 110 buses were cleaned, inspected and assessed for reading readiness by teachers. : 
repaired. • • • • . • • • 140 teachers were trained in using technology. 

• 1,000 yards of carpeting were replaced. .. 180 teachers were given instruction on'new 
• 350 square yards of cement sidewalks and elementary math and reading programs. 

180,000 square feet of asphalt Were laid by mainte- • 20 new air conditioning units were installed in 
nance crews. elementary and middle schools. 

•5,600 purchase orders were processed. • All lunch room tables and benches in all ele-
• Boilers were replaced in 10 buildings. mentaries were.reconditioned. 
• 1,173 student athletes from 45 teams began • Seven dead trees were removed. 

Teachers renew friendship 
BY MARIE CHESTNEY 
STAFF WHITER 

Two of Livonia Public Schools' newest elemen
tary teachers are renewing a friendship formed 
years ago when one was a hockey coach and the 
other was an eight-year-old player. 

Both teachers, Terry Taylor of Cleveland and 
Ryan Fawkes of Buchanan, came to the district's 
recent new teacher orientation and sat opposite 
each other oh the bus tour of the district. 

Taylor looked at Fawkes and Fawkes looked at 
Taylor. Each seemed familiar to the other. So they 
quickly looked at name tags, and right away recog
nized each other's name. 

Taylor, a 1995 Madonna College graduate now 
in his 40s whotook-a circuitous -tonic -getting into 
education, was once hockey coach to Fawkes when 
he played on a Mites team in Wayne. 

Both lost touch with each other when Fawkes 

joined a hockey team in Livonia. 
Fawkes, a 1992 Stevenson High graduate, is a 

1996 graduate of the University of Michigan. His 
parents are Dale and Linda Fawkes of Alpine. 

The two are ampng the 106 new teachers in the 
district this year. Both teach sixth grade. 

"It was weird; both of us being first-year teach
ers," said Taylor, who spent 13 years working on 
the assembly line for General Motors Corp "It 
was both Strange and neat to see him." 

Taylor's most recent job, before joining the Livo
nia staff, was running a summer camp for the 
Howell Nature Center, He lives in Canton. 

Since their initial meeting, the two teachers 
have run into each other again at seminars held 
for the district's new reading program. 

Plans also are underway to have their sixth 
graders write to each other as pen pals. 

when I was there; it was a special place! 
In the next month, architects will look at ways to 

cut costs in the saved arid renovated portions of 
the building. 

Current plans show the following parts will be 
saved: multi-purpose room, pool, gym, cafeteria, 
kitchen and the two-story structu're facing Hub
bard, which is the original high school built in 
1947 and, as the oldest part of the building, has 
historical significance. 

The following parts are slated to be razed: 
music wing, auditorium, principal's office, library, 
two-story center wing, industrial arts wing and the 
east wing which once served as Riley Junior High. 

Programs housed at Bentley will either stay in 
the saved portions or be transferred to other build
ings in the district, Watson said. He said there is 
enough extra space in the district to house all cen
ter programs. 

"We don't need Bentley to run our K-12 or adult 
programs," Watson said. "We have room in other 
buildings." 

•While the building's future is unclear, the future 
of the land it sits on is not. The land won't be sold, 
but will be converted to parkland and held for 
future use, he said. -

The orte-time-only 1.5-mill tax request, if passed 
in a special election slated for February or March, 
would cost the owner of a $100,000 house an extra 
$75. 

The entire $5 million generated would be spent 

on repairs and renovations that should last anoth
er 25 years; building demolition costs would come 
from the district's budget, Watson said. 

Armed with information from the architect, the ? 
trustees should decide by the end of October which ! 
of the two plans to follow. . i 

Budget-cutting by Jay Young, director of comnui-; 
nity education, had brought the yearly cost to run • 
Bentley down to $400,000. But cuts in state aid . 
for adult education and the resulting program cuts 1 
have pushed that cost back up to $700,000, Young J 
said. «' 

Moving heat from the southern parts, where the '• 
boilers are, to areas closer to Five Mile has been 1 
costly. Demolishing these northern areas should ' 
lower heating bills, Watson said. ' . _ • . . 

The former Bentley High grew like Topsy over a 
22-year period, from 1947 to 1969. If the district 
pursues a tax increase, it will be voters who will' 
decide Bentley's fate. . 

*>" 
"We can't watch money being drained out of our'-

operating funds," Watson said. "The building is 
costly to maintain and. We don't need it. With thfi-l 
cutbacks in adult ed we've had three years in'fll' 
row, we can no longer justify a site as large fts'.!-
Bentley." . '"<• 

The bottom line, said trustee Ken Timmons, is ' 
that the district can no longer absorb the financial ; 
losses generated by Bentley. 

"That money could go into the K-12 program," he • 
commented. 

Let there be light. 
Just before Wednesday night's soccer game at 

Franklin High, switches were flipped and the 
school's football/soccer field was flooded with light 
for the first time. 

A second lighting ceremony takes place Sept. 27, 
before the Franklin Patriots play their first home 
game against Northville High. 

The lights signal a new era for Franklin, which 
serves the northeast corner of Westland from its 
school on Joy east of Merriman. 

Gone are Saturday afternoons games at a time 
when most high schools switched to playing on Fri
day nights, under lights, years ago. 

School administrators are h#fc!ing two cere
monies for the two sports played on the field. 

On Wednesday, students, parents and adminis
trators gathered for a brief ceremony before turn

ing on the switches for.the four banks of lights. A 
similar ceremony will be held at 6:40 p.m. Sept. 27. 

The district, which serves the northern section of 
Westland, paid $116,500 for the lights. 

Administrators believe Friday night games will 
bring in the crowds needed to generate money for 
Franklin's athletic programs and to boost school 
spirit. 

All light poles have a separate switch, so that, 
those not needed can be shut off. The lights have 
glare shields which control the amount of light 
spilling off the field. Principal Michael Fenchel 
said light meter tests show the shields work well, 
with little light falling beyond the field. 

Still to be done this fall is the planting of such 
landscaping as bushes or pine trees along the west 
fence line to screen out lifcise and activity on the 
field. 

nm p r e s e n t s p e t i t e w e e k 

Soy hello to fashion that fits during our f a l l 1996 petite collection preview 

today through September 2 1- From office attire to casual sportswear, 

we've assembled options from Burberry, Anne Klein II, Gana Buchmon, 

and Linda Allard for Ellen Tracy. 

THE SOMERSET COUECIION 2705 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD 810 643-0300 
FOR STORE EVENTS CAU TOII-FREE 1-888-NM EVENTS. 


