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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Crime tool: The police department 
has taken delivery of a new 
crime-fighting tool — Harley-
Davidson motorcycles./2A 

SPECIAL SECTION 

Area dining: A restaurant guide 
in today's Observer provides list­
ings for eateries close to home. 

COUNTY 

Forum: The Livonia AAUW 
offered higher education candi­
dates a chance to meet the public 
and outline their views. The first 
sto?y is about the University of • 
Michigan Board of Regents. /5A 

TASTE 

Breakfast: Cars don't run on 
empty, and neither do people. 
Breakfast is brain food, and 
will help you jump start your 
day. / I B 

MALLS, MAINSTREET 

Breakfast with Paula: More than 
400 women arrived for breakfast 
at Nordstrom Saturday to hear 
CBS news'woman Paula Zahn 
discuss her career, and view the 
latest fall fashions during a top-
notch 45-minute runway 
show./QB 

SPORTS 

Battle of the titans: It was a 
game among the unbeatens as 
John Glenn traveled to play Ply-
iftouthSalem. / 1 C 

Lighting up: Franklin High '•,.. 
School celebrated a home game 
with something jlew\_ 
lights./1C 

GALLERIES 

Artistic events; Check out ike 
ongoing exhibits at some art gal­
leries in the areav/B$ 
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Students get 2nd test chance 
High school students who failed the state's 
new proficiency tests will get a second 
chance this week. The initial scores, 
released a week ago, showed that a majori­
ty of students scored poorly. 

Students who posted low scores 
will get a second chance this week to 
pass the proficiency test, and a final 
opportunity will come early next 
year, he said. 

For the first time ever, high school 
juniors last year took the four-part, 
11-hour test that measures skills.in 
science, math, reading and writing, 

Even s tudents who had high 
scores on .other achievement tests 
found the proficiency exam "frus­
trating," Mientkiewicz said. 

To add to the anxiety, many col­
leges, universities arid employers 
are expected to.begin paying closer 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A large majority of Wayne-West-
land llth-graders fell short of scores 
that they needed to pass a new pro­
ficiency test, meaning they could 
face high school graduation without 
a state-endorsed diploma. 

However, students who posted 
failing scores On the tough new test, 
given to juniors last school year, will 
have two more opportunit ies as 
seniors to pass it. 

They get three cracks at it," John 
Glenn High School counselor Ken 
Mientkiewicz said Friday. 

attention to state-endorsed diplomas 
as the proficiency test gains public 
attention. 

"It's getting a stronger push right 
now," Mientkiewicz said. 

Students who fail to earn a state-
endorsed diploma still can receive a 
local diploma, although it may not 
have as much clout. 

Students can earn state-endorsed 
diplomas in three areas: science, 
math and communication arts. The 
latter area requires graduates to be 
proficient in both reading and writ­
ing-

Moreover, students can earn a 
state-endorsed diploma in one sub­
ject while falling short in another. 

District officials and school-
improvement teams will try to 
address test problems in hopes of 
boosting student scores. 

Impending curriculum .changes 
may help to improve student test 
scores, and educators also will try to 
relay to students the importance of 
taking the exam seriously, said Jane 
Kuckel, assistant superintendent for 
instruction. 

"We have our work cut out for us," 
she said during a recent Wayne-
Westland school board meeting. 

Only 17 percent of local l l t h -
graders earned a proficient score on 
last year's science test, compared to 
32 percent of all Michigan high 
school juniors. 

"Our science scores are not very 
good," Kuckel said, 

In the Livonia school district , 
which also serves part of Westland, 
35.5 percent of llth-graders earned 

•'•"] See TESTS, 4A 

Seniors get in line for lessons 

E)derly theme: 
Jud Garter 
does [a, little 
line dancing at' 
the .;;/.• ;_•-.;.'"., 
country/west­
ern celebration • 
held recently ! 
attlie West- : :•/..; 
land seniors' ' 
Friendship 
Center. The } 
message on his 
shirt says: %t : 
fny ageti'vego 
an achy, 
breaky every-
thing/'p, take* 
off on the pop­
ular "Achy, •; 
Breaky Heart" 
sofig of several 
years dgo. For 
more on the. 
event, turn to 
the story and 
other photos 
on PageSA. ;* 

STAFF PHOTO Br Joi JACDnifi 

' • v - ; . ' . - . • * • , - • . - ' . ; . . ; - \ : - . • • 
, • • - . " - • • . , • • , . , : . .V,. ; . . . • • • • 

•• i 

Volunteers honored 
The Westland 18th District Court honored its 

volunteer probation officers at a recent awards -
ceremony. Judges Gail McKnight and p . Charles 
Bokos honored Charles Dittmar, a volunteer fpr 
25 years} Lorna Pudas; a 16Tyear volunteer who 
is now a.probation.department clerk; Darrell 
Johnson, Brenda McPherson and Dennis Natoli, 
who each served five years, 

Cited for one year of service were: Lori Gatzke^ 
Sarah Skoglund and John and Michelle 
Kapchus. 

In the highlight of the program, Johnson was 
-named probation volunteer worker of the year by 
his peers. A long-time resident, Johnson joined 
the volunteer probation group five years ago and 
currently serves as a staff counselor. 

Persons interested in joining the volunteer 

program may call Eric Lange at 595-8720. 

Candidates are coming 
The Westland Chamber of Commerce is plan­

ning two candidates' forums within the next 
eight days.; 

The first will be at 8 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 3, 
with state Rep, Eileen DeHart, a Westland 
Democrat, and her Republican challenger, Den­
nis! LeMaitre, to.discuss their backgrounds and 
answer questions. 

The forum will start with breakfast at 7:30 
a.m. in Joy Manor, ori Joy east of Middlebelt. 

The next forum will be at noon, Tuesday, Oct. 
8, when U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers, an Ann Arbor 
Democrat, arid her GOP challenger, Joseph 
Fitzsimmons, will appear at the chamber lun­
cheon-program, to be held at the Hellenic Cul­
tural Center, on Joy between Wayne Road and 
Newburgh. 

To make required reservations, persons may 
call the chamber office, 326-7222, during busi­
ness hours. There is a charge for the ineal at the 
two programs. 

Town Hall meeting 
Mayor Robert Thomas will hold his next Town 

Hall meeting at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 9, in 
the Dorsey Community Center, on Dorsey just 
eastofVenoy. 

* . ~ . 
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Police on the road with new weapon 
BY LEONARD POGER 
KorroK 

The Wi'stjarid police department has a new two-
wheeled tool in its battle to prevent crime and 
catch tHe bad guys. 

The tools are in the form of five new Hurley-
Davidson motorcycles, put into use two weeks ago 
by a reactivated motor traffic unit. 

The-cycles' crime-fighting benefits are numerous, 
.-.aid the five officers who completed the' 100-hour 
training course at the Pontiac Silverdome. Instruc­
tors came from the Northwest University. Traffic 
Institute motorcycle police operations school. 

Pat Corby, one of the live officers assigned to the 
new unit, , de sc r ibes the cycles as " s t ea l t h 
bombers." 

A colleague added that the Harleys can go nearly 
•everywhere that patrol cars can as well as getting 
into fields and wooded areas which the larger vehi-

POLICE 
cles.can't go 

"We can go anywhere you can walk — almost — 
such as school grounds and bike trials," said Tom 
Lessnau, motorcycle officer. 

"We can do anything (with the cycles) except 
transport prisoners," he added. 

Put into action Tuesday, Sept. 1.7, the cycles ful­
filled their first official duties as the riders served 
as local escorts for President Bill Clinton, who 
brought his, campaign spent to the William Ford 
Career/T.echnical Center and the John Glenn High 
School football field. 

One advantage in traffic enforcement, said Offi­
cer Alan Kamsden, is that speeders in neighbor­
hoods wouldn't realize that the nearby motorcycle 
they see is a police vehicle. . 

Handling the new duties are Ramsden, Corby, 
Lessnau, Jack Mcintosh and Dan Karrick. 

Mcintosh, Karrick and Ramsden each have six 
years of police experience, all with the Westland 
department. 

Lessnau has 10 years of police work, with the 
last six in Westland. Corby is nearing his fourth 
anniversary with the local department. 

The motorcycle unit will basically be used in 
"selective traffic enforcement," they sajd, with spe­
cial attention paid to high-accident intersections, 
such as Wayne-Ford and Wayne-Warren, as well 
as complaints from residents. 

r The cycles "allow us to go to different areas for 
traffic violators" and "provides better accessibility 
to get traffic violators," said Mcintosh. 

The use of motorcycles for police use is nothing 
new for two of the five officers. 

Lessnau's father was a motorcycle cop for the 

Detroit department. 

"They (the motorcycles) always fascinated me," 
the younger Lessnau said. It was a "dream" for 
him to later use one as a police officer. 

Mcintosh's father rode the two-wheel vehicle as 
a Dearborn officer. 

One major advantage of the cycles is the finan­
cial savings. 

The city is paying only $300 a year to lease the 
cycles, far less than a patrol car's cost. 

' The base list price for an automobile is $14,000 
to $16,000. Then police-required equipment is 
added. 

A major reason for the low cost, Lessnau said, is 
tha t the cycles have such a high resale value. 
Harley dealers can take back the cycles after the 
one-year lease expires and still sell them. 

On the road: Making up the reactivated motorcycle unit are (from left) Officers Tom Lessnau, Pat Corby, Alan 
Ramsden, Jack Mcintosh and Dan Karrick. 

New Catholic school will open 
BY DIANE HANSON 
SPECIAL WRITER 

The new AH S a i n t s Grade 

School is scheduled to open for 

the 1997-98-school year in Can­

ton Township . 
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IMS General 
fuelUrxe . 
Award 

P h a s e one of the school, 
designed by TMP Associates and 
contracted by Barton-Malow Co., 
and will s t a r t wi th g r a d e s 
kindergarten through fourth. 

F u t u r e p l a n s call for more 
c l a s s rooms and educa t ion 
through the eighth grade. Each 
family registered at the school 
will pay a one-time $3,500 edu­
cational fee to be used for the 
building/maintenance fund. The 
fee can be paid in. two install­
ments of $1,750 each. The first 
installment is due at registration 
and the second in March of the 
year the first child enters school. 

There are currently 225 chil­
d ren enro l led a t t h e new All 
Saints. 

Among the first to enroll their 
ch i l d r en were R e s u r r e c t i o n 
parishioners, Kathy and Joe Sto-
jkov . They sa id they w a n t a 
Catholic educat ion because of 
the strong emphasis on structure 
and values for the i r chi ldren, 
Catlin, 3 1/2, and Matthew, 2. 

"We lived in Farmington Hills 
where we had a choice of three 
Cathol ic schools," sa id Kathy 
Stojkov. " 

al lerg is t 

J can be your 

I best f r iend 

Is your chropic cough 
a sign of asthma? 

Is your chronic sinus problem 
a sign of underlying allergies? 

See the medical specialist 
who treats asthma and allergies. 

Feel better soon. 

David H. Seaman, M.D. 
A - . ( t m > , ( , > i v | , I I I . M | V t | , M ( m , 

3 1.3.453.2661 
HS/H ( .niton ( .nt,•• 1-:-1.1(1, < .mton. Ml -1»IJ>/ 

Family tradition: Officer Tom Lessnau's father (above) 
drove a Detroit police department motorcycle for years. 

King of the road? These are the five Harley rDavidson 
"Road King" model motorcycles to be used by the West-
land police department. 
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Enjoying lunch: Ernest Goodwin is dressed in 
style as he finished his barbecue lunch at the 
Friendship Center. 

Slaving over 
hot grill: 
Nader 
Far hat, who 
works for 
Wheels BBQ, 
squirts water 
on a flare-up 
of the ribs 
prepared for-
the social 
event. Far hat 
did the 
grilling for 
the luncheon. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY JIM JAGDFELD 

Line dancing 
Seniors get down athoedown 

Leading the way: Disc jockey Ron Kline (center, with hat) joins the ladies in a countiy line dance les­
son. 

Some 400 seniors got into a western mood 
recently for a country/western theme social 

event. 
It was held by the Westland senior resources 

department at the CoburnPark, directly behind 
its Friendship Center. 

Disc jockey Ron Kline provided the instruc­
tion for line dance lessons while Nader Farhat 
of Wheels BBQ grilled the ribs served for lunch. 

Seniors enjoying, one of many held through­
out the year, donned their western garb, includ­
ing colorful shirts and skirts and cowboy boots. 

"A lot of time was spent line dancing at the 
event," said a department spokeswoman. 

For those planning ahead, the next social will 
be Friday, Nov. 22, when a traditional Thanks­
giving dinner will be served in the Friendship 
Center. 

For information on that program, seniors may 
stop by the Friendship Center, on Newburgh 
near Ma,rquette< or call 722-7632 during busi­
ness hours. 

Western cowgirl: 
Eleanor Wash of 
Westland was one 
of 400 who attend­
ed the event. 

Molester gets 8 to 25 years 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man who sexually molested an 11-
year-old neighborhood boy that he befriended has 
been sentenced to prison for eight to 25 years. 

Matthew Hanlon, 24, is serving time for first-
degree criminal sexual conduct after being sen­
tenced Sept. 18 by Wayne Circuit Judge Jeanne 
Stempien. 

"If it was upto me, he would never get out," the 
victim's 34-year-old mother said Thursday. 

The boy, an Adams Middle School seventh-grad­
er, is receiving counseling to cope with molestings 
that occurred.between October 1995 and March of 
this year, his mother said. 

To protect her son,'she asked that her name not 
be Used.. / 

The boy also has to use medication to sleep at 
night, and he has had problems at school because 
of sudden "outbursts" that his mother blamed on 
the molestings. 

"He has problems with male adults telling him1 

what to do," the mother said. "He also has been 
placed in a special education class because he can't 
stand to have a lot of people around him;" 

Even so, she said, "all in all, he seems to be 
doing pretty good, considering what he has been 
through." 

Hanlon, who is married and has two teenage 
stepsons, was accused of molesting the boy at 

three locations, including Hanlon's residence on 
Montmorency near Palmer and Venoy, Westland 
police Sgt. Michael Terry has said. 

Hanlon also was accused of molesting the boy at 
the youngster's home, where Hanlon had lived 
temporarily during marital problems, Terry said, 

Hanlon initially befriended the boy and had him 
perform odd jobs around the Hanlon residence, 
Terry said. 

He originally faced five felony sex charges after 
the boy reported the alleged molestings to his fam­
ily which, in turn, notified the Westland Police 
Department. 

Hanlon. pleaded no contest July 30 to one count 
of first-degree criminal sexual conduct, punishable 
by a maximum sentence of life in prison. 

In return, prosecutors dropped four other felony 
charges. 

Hanlon's guilty plea averted a trial that had 
been scheduled in Wayne County Circuit Court. 
He was ordered to stand trial after he waived a 
preliminary hearing in June in front of Westland 
18th District Judge C. Charles Bokos. 

Even though the mother would have preferred to 
see Hanlon imprisoned for life, she said she is not 
upset with the sentence. 
: Under a plea agreement, Hanlon had expected to 
receive five to 25 years, but the judge increased 
the sentence to a minimum of eight years. 

"I feel a little bit better about that," the mother 
said. , 

OBITUARIES 
CARL A. TAYLOR 

Services for Mr. Taylor, a 
retired Century 21 real estate 
broker, 
were 
Sept. 27 
from the 
Way rife 
Church 
of 
Christ 
with 
inter­
ment in 
Cadillac 
Memori­
al Gar­
dens 
West, 
Randy 
Bone and Wallice Mays officiat­
ed; 

Arrangements were by the Uht 
Funeral Home, Westland. 

Mr. Taylor, 64, died in his 
Wayne home. Born Nov. 24, 
1931, in Virginia, he came to 
Michigan when he was 15 and 
put himself through school. He 
joined the Army in 1951, trained 
in Hawaii, and served during the 
Korean War and received a Pur­

ple Heart. 
In 1954, he married Norma 

Key and became a broker-Zowner 
of Century 21/Taylor and Associ­
ates real estate office. 

His first office was on Ford 
Road in Westland, the second on 
Michigan Avenue in Wayne. He 
retired from his Canton Tbwn-
ship office. 

He was a member of Harris-
Kehrer VFW Post 3323 of West-
land, Canada Creek Band and 
the International Pedal Steal 
Association and was active in 
the community and his church. 
. Besides his wife, survivors 
include: sons, Michael (Candace) 
and Gerald; daughter, Cynthia 
Taylor; grandson, Michael Tay­
lor; granddaughter, Stephanie 
Taylor; great-grandson, Joseph 
Taylor, and'sisters, Irene Martin 
and Genola Youngblood. 

Memorials may be donated to 
Gran Care Hospice. 

STANLEY BONZACK 
Services for Mr. Bonzack, 89, 

of Westland were Sept. 28 from 

the Dearborn Evangelical 
Covenant Church with burial in 
United Memorial Gardens, Supe­
rior Township. 

Arrangements were by the R. 
G. and G. R. Harris Funeral 
home, Garden City. 

Mr. Bonzack died Sept. 25 in 
Oakwood Hospital, Dearborn. 
Born in Detroit, he was a chief 
engineer for product design for 
Kelsey Hayes and director of 
design for the original automo­
tive disc brake. He worked for 
Kelsey Hayes for 45 years. 

Married to Eleanor Bonzack 
for 49 years, he lived in Dear­
born for many years before mov­
ing to Westland seven years ago. 

Besides his wife, survivors 
include: daughters, Sandra 
(Kirby) Hanawalt and Karen 
(Randy) Westerman; six grand­
children, and one sister, Clara 
Lutz. 

Memorials may be donated to 
Hospice of Southeast Michigan. 
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