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Tutors: Some area middle school 
students are getting help in 
learning from tutors./A2 

Aiming to please: Hershey's Shoes 
specializes in hard-to-find 
footwear. The business has been 
serving area customers for a 
number of decades./A3 

COUNTY 

Opting out: The Schoolcraft board 
of trustees voted Wednesday not 
to participate in the Canton 
Downtown Development Authori­
ty/^ 

A marquee performance: 
Motorists can expect to see two 
new marquee signs to publicize 
upcoming events on the main 
campus of Schoolcraft College in 
about six to 10 weeks./A7 

SPORTS 

Grid semifinal: The state's top two 
ranked teams in Class AA, West-
land John Glenn and Sterling 
Heights Stevenson, play off to go 
to the Pontiac Silverdome*/CI 
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BY DARRJLL CLEM 
StAFFWRTTBR 

A 62-year-old Livonia woman died Wednesday 
after she drove into the path of an oncoming milk 
truck that slammed into her car at the Merrimah-
Anh Arbor Trail intersection in Westland'a north 

• end./- • ,.'V- ' ' ; .;•'•;•./', 
Jo Ann Hartley -AVestland's sixth traffic fatali­

ty of the year - was pronounced dead at 4:55 p.m. 
at Garden City Hospital, three hours after her 
1992 Chevy Cavalier was hit by a Country Pride 
milk truck, Westland police Officer Steve Frazer 

• s a i d . ; ; •, . , ,••.;•• '•"'/ ••' •;_•.'.; 

The accident occurred when Hartley, driving 
southbound on Merriman, tried to turn east onto 
Ann Arbor Trail arid drove into the truck's path, 
Frazer said. 

The truck driver, who was northbound on Mer­
riman, wasn't injured, the officer said. 

Hartley's death came as a surprise because she 
didn't appear to have serious injuries at the acci­
dent scene, where she talked with police officers, 
Frazer said. 

"She had no visible injuries other than some 
facial lacerations," he said. 

Hartley died three hours later, however, and 
Frazer said Thursday that internal injuries are 
believed to be the cause of death. 

An autopsy was being'performed Thursday, and 
Frazer was awaiting a report from the Wayne 
County medical examiner's office. 

Hartley was wearing a seat belt during the 
accident, Frazer said, arid alcohol has been ruled 
out as a contributing factor. 
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Nonviolent offenders trying to make the 
transition from prison to society would be 
housed at a Westland facility under a plan 
that the Westland City Council is expected 
to decide during a Dec. 18 meeting. 

BYDARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Federal prisoners re-entering soci­
ety will be housed at a Westland 
facility if the Westland City Council 
approves a plan opposed by some 
south-end residents. 

As many as 35 nonviolent male 
offenders r convicted of crimes such 
as tax evasion, fraud and drug 

charges .- would live in a one-story, 
7,200*£tquare-foot building south of 
Michigan Avenue, just west of 
Henry Ruff. 

The facility would be supervised 
at all times by four to six steff mem­
bers from Community Treatment 
Centers Inc., a community-based 
residential program for nonviolent 
federal offenders. 

Residents would be allowed to 

leave the facility only to work or to 
seekjobs. 

"They would have to go straight to 
and from work; there's no frolick­
ing "CTC attorney Timothy Stoep-
ker said Thursday. "There's no going 
home or to the store to shop." 

The closest homes to the Westland 
site are located on the west side of 
Merriman in the city of Wayne, 
according to findings from the West-
land Planning Commission, which 
supports the proposal. 

City council members are expected 
to decide the plan during a 7 p.m. 
Dec. 18 meeting on the second floor 
of Westland City Hall. 

The program is. geared toward fed• 
eral offenders who/while on proba* 
tion or parole, receive transitional 
services aimed at helping them jtd 
re-establish their lives.: 

Most pftenders are placed mCT(3 
facilities for one year Or less. ;>r 

South-end resident Dorothy 
Smith, one of three residents who, 
earlier voiced concerns to the pia&£ 
ning commission, said Thursday 
that the CTC facility "would bej 
nothing more than a halfway! 
house." •< 

These criminals would be roam-> 

See OFFENDER, A2 

State senator worried about voting practices 
Practices at several Michigan vot­

ing precincts on Nov. 5 were not 
only startling and cause for great 
dismay but also illegal, according to 
state Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-
Northville. 

That was the message he deliv­
ered Nov. 20 when speaking to the 
Livonia League of Women Voters in 
the Livonia Civic Center Library. 

Numerous volunteers exercised 
their legal rights to attend'precirict 
elections in the capacity of poll chal­
lengers in an attempt to police ballot 
security — ensuring the honesty and 

integrity of election practices in the 
polling place. 

"I want to stress the word 
'attempt,' "said Geake** "Despite 
repeated warnings arid corrections 
by poll challengers, election officials 
in every area of the state we visited 
blatantly ignored, bullied, threat­
ened and sometimes banned chal­
lengers from the polling place. Ille­
gal practices continue unabated." 

Areas with the highest number of 
reported abuses included Flint, Sag­
inaw and Lansing. The list of abuses 
is varied, long and almost unbeliev­
able for anyone who has voted in a 
well-run precinct, said Geake. 

Practices commonly included 
among the travesties witnessed, said 
Geake, included:. 
. • Little or no privacy was provid­
ed in the y oti ng booth,' with .'too 
much voter assistance provided to: 
voters who were clearly literate.; 

Although demonstration ballots 
were available, election workers sel­
dom used them. In Lansing, poll. 
workers did not provide adequate 
assistance to voters who could not 
speak English; 

• Ballot envelopes, called privacy 
folders, were not available, provid­
ing election workers with a clear 
view of voter choices. When 
envelopes did arrive in one precinct, 
there was not even a sufficient num­
ber to be reused in each booth. 

• Campaigning took place in the 
polling place. In Saginaw, one candi­
date went from precinct to precinct, 
where election workers actually 
announced his arrival, made intro­
ductions and allowed him to shake 
handB with people in the polling 
place. 

In many places, campaign buttons 
and T-shirts were abundant. A big-
screen television played in a precirict 
in Westland, complete with political 
announcements. 
.-.-: •• In several precincts, people were 
permitted to vote even if-they were 
not registered in that precinct or 
registered at all, and ballot boxes 
were left unattended. 

• Handicapped facilities were 
lacking, causing difficulties, embar­
rassment arid indignities to the 
handicapped. 

• Westland's touch-screen comput­
er voting system was new ajid ineffi­
cient, causing many Voters to wait a 
minimum of two hours, 20 minutes 

and as long as three and a half 
hours. When paper ballots arrived, 
voters were instructed to vote any­
where in the polling place, with no 
privacy or ballot security. 

• In some places, including Sagi­
naw and Inkster, poll challengers 
were not allowed near the activity to 
be monitored and were eventually 
banned from the polling place. .;''_>. 

• In Flint, election officials made 
regular announcements to Vot<) 
straight-ticket or risk sppiling the 
ballot. Similar instructions were; 
offered in areas where races wer^ 
close, having a potenitial impact on 
the outcome. ;.'\ 

• One challenger reported being 
told by an election official, *We doni'X 
follow state law here. We have our! 
own interpretations^ t; ; ? 

Geake said part of the problem' 
stems from election workers bein$ 
improperly instructed, whethe^ 

; -.:,:̂ -̂,: .;>-' >^V0f«4,4 : 

Holiday closings 
Westland municipal offices will be closed 

Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving holi­
day weekend. 

Trash pickup for Thanksgiving Day will be on 
Friday, and Friday's pickup will be on Saturday. 

Curbside pickup of compost will end on Satur­
day, Nov. 30, and will resume in the spring. The 
chipping season already has ended and will also 
resume in the spring.' 

Winter hours for the recycling center on Mar­
quette, east of Newburgh, are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday. t 

The closings affect the Westland District 
Cojurt, the Friendship Center and all municipal 
ao^ministrative offices. Not affected are police, 
fire and EMS emergency services/ . 

PLACES&FACES 
First deer hunter 

Westland resident Ernie Kuehneman Jr. was 
the first successful deer hunter to cross the 
Mackinac Bridge to the Lower Peninsula, 
according to a press release. Kuehneman shot 
his buck about 8:30 a.m. on opening day of the 
firearm deer-hunting season near Newberry in 
the Upper Peninsula. 

When he stopped at the Big Boy restaurant 
near the bridge for lunch, he was given a compli­
mentary piece of pie by the management for get­
ting his deer. A Mackinac Bridge attendant 
noted that Kuehneman was the first successful 

deer hunter to cross the bridge into the Lower ;V 
Peninsula. He crossed the bridge at 12:20. p.m.; ; 
on Nov. 15 to return home!. 

Plant helps families 
The Textron plant at 1616 S. Newburgh arid .' 

the Westland-based Salvation Army are forming 
a partnership through Dec. 16 for the holidays. -, 
Food barrels will be placed throughout the plant-
to collect canned food and non-perishable food to-
be given to recipients of holiday baskets given v 
out by the Salvation Army. Capt. Mark Welsh 
said, ''This unselfish act of giving by Textron will 
allow the Salvation Army to help over 600 ferni-/ 
lies this holiday season with food baskets and 
toys for their children." Anyone wishing to help '.•> 
the Salvation Army may call 722-3660. 
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Offender from page Al 

ihg the streets as if they had 
rented an apartment or some­
thing,'' she said. 

"I find this very disturbing. If 
they're out in the community, 
that's not 24-hour surveillance. 
They might take the first bus to 
Cincinnati." 

Smith also charged that unde­
s i rable projects in Westland 
always seem to occur in the city's 
south end. 

"Why can't it be in the north 
end sometime?" she asked. 
. Westland police Sgt. Michael 

Terry prepared a report for city 
leaders after investigating CTC 
facilities in Detroit, Saginaw and 
Grand Rapids. He noted that 
prisoners convicted of murder, 
arson, rape and other violent 
crimes, in addition to those with 
mental disorders, are "rejected" 
from the program. 

Residents are subject to regu­
lar drug and alcohol screening, 
and arrests for any crime, such a 
shoplifting, fighting and drunk­
en driving, are grounds for 
"immediate dismissal" from the 
program, Terry found. 

Interviews with business own­
ers, church employees and resi­
dents near other CTC facilities 
revealed that most consider the 
offenders to be "good neighbors," 
Terry's report said. 

His investigation found minor 
fights and loud music to be 
among the few complaints about 
the centers. 

"In conclusion, I found no one, 
either police or neighbors, who 
had any objection to the centers," 
Terry concluded. 

"It should be noted tha t I 
arrived unannounced at each 
center and found no loitering 
outside and an employee sta­
tioned at each entrance. I was 
required to show identification 
and sign in at each building. 

•/Each center was 
extremely clean, and 
the few clients I 
encountered were cor­
dial and polite/ 

Sgt. Michael Terry 
-Westland police 

"Each center was extremely 
clean, and the few clients I 
encountered were cordial and 
polite." 

Terry 's report noted tha t 
"although only low-risk offenders 

'come into the program, it doesn't 
mean that a client doesn't have a 
past conviction history of vio­
lence, and some clients do have 
assaultive backgrounds." 

However, residents have been 
sentenced to CTC facilities "for 
other low-risk crimes." 

Aside from requiring residents 
to seek work, CTC staff members 
also provide counseling and 
other services for legal problems, 
family and employment prob­
lems, loss of motivation, sub­
stance abuse and physical dis­
ability. 

CTC programs aren't a free 
ride, though. Residents are 
required to pay a fee that 
amounts to 25 percent of their 
gross income. 

Moreover, monthly progress 
reports are submitted to the U.S. 
Probation Service, Parole Com­
mission and Bureau of Prisons. 

Plans for prisoner release are 
reviewed by CTC staff members 
and forwarded to the U.S. Jus­
tice Department. 
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per month. $3 60 
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READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail • 
-A Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, tetters to 

the editor or make general comments to any member of ui'ir news 
staff through E-Mail via the'internet at the following address: 
newsroom@oeonttne.com. 

Homeline: 313-953-2020 
'? Open houses and new developments in your area. 
' 'Free real estate seminar information. 
U.Current mortgage rates. 

Classified After Hours: 313-591^0900 
$ Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500 
i t If you havea question about home delivery or if you did not ' 

receive your paper, please call one of our customer service repre­
sentatives during the foHmving hours: 
Monday and ThUrsday: 
8 am-6p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Fax Line: 313-953-2288 
ft You can use a MasterCard or Visa 
, to access the following information 

from our classified ads. This service 
. is available by noon Wednesday and 

Saturday: ",'•"• 

Item NO. 9822: 
. Vehicles: used trucks, vans and, all 

makes of automobiles. Cost: $39,95 

O&E On-line: 313-591-0903 
'% You can access On-Line wi,th just . 

'about any communications software 
- PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: 

• Send and receive unlimited e-mail. 
• Access all features of the Internet—Telnet. Gopher, WWW and more. 
• Read electronic editions of the the Observer d> Eccentric newspapers 
• Chat with users across town or across the country. 

m To begin your On-Uhe exploration, call 313-591-0903 with your 
computer modem. At the login prompt, type: ntw. At the password 
prompt, press your en ter key. At the key prompt, type:, 9508. 

On-line Hotline: 313-953-2266 
M If you need help, call the On-Line Hotline at the number above. 
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Tutoring session; Schoolcraft College sophomore Celine Tetrault is one of 12 Schoolcraft students who come to 
Riley Middle School Wednesday afternoons to tutor students. Here, Tetrault works with Karalee Kliza, a Riley 
eighth-grader. 

Helping hand 
Tutors boon to middle school students 
BY MARIE CHE8TNEY 
STAFF WRITER 

Stephanie Heichman, seventh-grader at a 
Livonia school district middle school knows a 
good deal when she sees one. 

"I need help with homework because I'm 
not quite that smart," Stephanie says as she 
works on decimals under the watchful eye of 
Beth Centers, a freshman at Schoolcraft Col-

. lege."';-," r 
Both Stephanie and Centers took part 

Wednesday in a new after school tutoring 
program launched in September at Riley 
School, in the district which serves the 
northern section of Westland. 

Every Wednesday, about 30 students and 
12 Schoolcraft students meet in small groups 
in the school's library. 

The Riley students come to get extra help 
with their homework. 

The Schoolcraft students, all would-be 
teachers, come to give them that extra help, 
and earn college credits to boot. 

"We try to match the students with tutors 
who are good in an area, such as language 
arts or social studies," said Ann Owen, Riley 
assistant principal. 

For example, Schoolcraft sophomores 
Chris Donkers and Hunter Hinchcliff plan to 
one day teach math. So it was only natural 
that those students who needed extra help 
with some tough pre-algebra assignments 
plunked down their math books a t their 
tables Wednesday and started asking ques­
tions, /.' ;•'"'. 

Donkers helped seventh-graders Ryan 
Vella and Rachel Allison. "This is a lot more 
complicated than regular math," Allison 

said. 
Hinchcliff spent time with Eric Cone, a 

seventh-grader who was hard at work study­
ing exponents and variables. This is new 
stuff;once I get the hang of it, it should be 
easier," Eric says. 

The idea of an after-hours tutoring session 
came from the school's education planning 
team, 

*We talked about how to deal with kids 
having academic difficulties," Owen says, 
"We felt we needed something after school 
hours, on an as-needed basis. Students don't 
have tocome every week." 

School administrators hooked up with 
Schoolcraft administrators, who got students 
to sign up to teach the sessions. 

"The tutors are young, and relate well to 
the kids," Owen says. They're forming nice 
relationships." 

Each 1-1/2 hour session kicks off with a 
treat. Last Wednesday it was pizza and pop. 
Zach Stone, a seventh-grader, quips that he 
comes for the snacks. But; tutored by sopho-
mbre Brehda Page, he also worked hard t>n 
some math and social studies problems, 

At her table, Page answers questions from 
Zach andseventh-graders Tyler Foraker and 
Jacob Khalil. Tyler struggles with the 
human circulation system^ from a science 
class.• He admits that the work he does in 
the tutoring session makes a big difference 
in the job he does when he gets back to the 
classroom. : , 

Jacob is preoccupied with regions of the 
world and math'; "I get help with what I 
don't understand," he says, 

By coming to the session, Dan Fine, an 
eighth-grader, says he has no excuse to not 
do his homework. Both Dan and fellow 
eighth-grader John Stann, filling in work­
sheets, are tutored by sophomore Jeanene 
Ference. 

"Parents love this," says Owen, and her 
words are backed by many of the students. 

"My mom wants me to come here," says 
Dusy Saad. 

"My mom doesn't Understand math," says 
Zach Stone. 

Seventh-grader Brad Bryant, tutored by 
sophomore Autumn Cranford, calls the ses­
sions a good way to get correct answers to 
questions involving exponents. "I get my 
homework done without a lot of wrong 
answers:" 

Sophomore Leslie Yanez tackles the same 
questions on exponents with her students, 
seventh graders Bobby Fettig and Rva 
Hasan. 

Eighth grader Erich Simo has come to 
every session since they s tar ted . This 
Wednesday, he dictates answers to a litera­
ture assignment, to Sharon Wells, Riley 
learning specialist. 

"He'll turn the paper in tomorrow," Wells*" 
' s a y s . ••; •: ; • 

Each week, students sign up for the ses­
sions; and the group changes weekly^ The 
session is limited to about 30 students, 

"If tod many.studentscome, no.one.will get 
help,, so they'll ask, why bother coming," 
Wells says. ; 

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
15125 Farmlng ton Road 

Livonia, MI 48154 -; • 

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education, Livonia, Michigan, hereby 
invites the submission of sealed bids on ' 

1996 DOOR REPLACEMENT PROJECT \ 
AT FIFTEEN (15) SCHOOL SITES 

Bidders must be a firm established not less than 10 years in the field for 
which this bid is solicited. ( , 
References may be requested as part of the solicitation or after the bid 
opening. Contractor is responsible for any/all permits required. 
Bids will be received until 3:00 P.M. on the 16th day of December, 1996 at 
the office of the Board of Education in the Maintenance conference room, 
16125. Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan. At this time and place all bids 
will be publicly opened and read. Vendors are encouraged to attend. 
Specifications and bid forms may be obtained at the office of the Board of 
Education in the Purchasing Department. 
The Board of Education reserves the right to reject any or all bids in whole 
or in part in the interests of uniformity, design, equipment, delivery time or 
preference, to waive any informalities and to award to other than low 
bidder, with rationale to support such a decision. ' 
Any bid submitted will be binding for ninety (90) days subsequent to the 
date of bid opening. ApBrfomtocff bond will be required 6ffl»ftrdcd.ycndorl 
A 6% bid bond must accompany bid proposal, 
Contractors interested in bidding on this project should contact Mr. Wayne 
Roberts, Supervisor and Charlie Pringle, Assistant Supervisor of 
Maintenance between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. at 313523-9160 
to make arrangements to visit the sites prior to bidding. 
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intentionally or not.. 

"Sadly, many voters do not 
know election law nor their own 
rights to privacy. Democracy is 
the foundation upon which 
America Was built. That founda­
tion is being decayed by tHoae 
who are more interested in elec­
tion outcomes than voter rights. 

"Most voting precincts operate 
efficiently and honestly, but 
abuses can still be found. 
Precincts with large numbera of 
illiterate or non-English speak­
ing voters, or where new, unfa­
miliar voting procedures are 
being introduced, are particular­
ly vulnerable. Honest elections 
require constant vigilance." 

Crash from page At 

No charges are expected 
against the truck driver who, 
according to witnesses, didn't 
have time to stop to avoid hitting 
Hartle/s vehicle, Frazer said. 

At Garden City Hospital, 
Hartley talked with Westland 
police officers and admitted 
responsibility for the accident, 
Frazer said. 

• • . . ' • . • • . » • . • • 

"She made a statement saying 
that she didn't see the truck 
until it was too late," he said. 

Hartley and the truck driver 
were alone in their respective 
vehicles at tho time of the acci­
dent, Frazer said. 
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