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* VOLUME 32 NUMBER 68 .

: Dear Readers, ¢ E e 2=
| ’I‘wenty three years ago, two Pubhcatlons_ ‘ EPD unter} s M"""‘”"f' 2 (
merged to become The Observer & Eccentric’ e . : o ol el | Somomini LY
Newspapers, The.mission was to give readérs - 3 SEIRRERRE g o 1| < SRR T Yo ;‘m o
co}xlnmun;lty news that was unavailable else- *1f | | Westland Mayor Roberthhgmals is ex ect- m%commnssu:n. f - .tv L ] e ?&Wmhﬂgm N

~ where; the papers, 12 in all, were pubhshed‘ 1 : lnatea second schoo eir opposition follows two votes . =] - ST A
on Mondays and Thursdays, - ed toxiom £9 board. “--that school board member David: | |2 C"“ "

On Sunday, Feb. 2, we will begin pubhshlng

a Sunday edition that will replace the Mon- |

day edition of the Westland Observer. You

can expect to find the same quality news and ~ ~
f‘eatures you are famlhar with in the Monday o

paper.

" With our xnove to Sunday dehvery we' wxll‘

be able to provxde you with even more of the
best ¢ommunity news and information f‘or
your reading pleasure,

‘Over the years, many advertlsers have sald
they would favor a Sunday over.-a Monday

. newspaper because it ‘gives them a better

opportunity to reach a bigger audience.
" ‘M Redders. will have more tlme to spend
with the paper.

M Readers also will ‘have the opportunity to
shop our advertisers on the weekend.

@ Our coverage of the arts will expand
offering more optxons for how to spend your
weekend.

B We're- retoolmg our employment sectlon: i

‘to reach a broader audience.
Our goal is to have all this on your doorstep
by 8 am. Sunday morning. If you don't have
your paper by that time, please call our cus-
tomer servnce department at (3]5}‘) 591 300

gems

Banks Dishmon
: Pubhsher
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HOW TO REACH US

R Newsroom 313 953_2104 T
' Newsroom Fax: 313 591-7279|
CE ma:l ‘newsroom @ oeonline.com| -|

N:ghthne/Sports 313-953:2104

Reader Comment Lineg! 313-953-2042|
Class:fed Advertlslng 313- 591-0900 ,

D;splay Advert:smg 313 591-2300

_RealEstate ~ H5 | |-
Rentals IO £ SR R Ee
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAF F WRITER

Desplte concerns raised. by some

city: council members, Westland -
Mayor Robert Thomas confirmed -

Monday that he will try to appoint &

. second Wayne: Westland scheol -

‘ he ¢it, ne- -
board trustee to the city's i _ mem L two Wayne-Westland schoél board
But his nommatton of David Cox.' _j'members should serve ‘on the plan- -

" ber planhing commission.

| member = David Cox - to the city’s plan-

“ning .commission, But he faces an’ uphlll
battle thh some’ council members.

“ will face’ strong oppos;tlon from at, * 92-unit Maplehurst condominium -

;development to be built'on 11.9
“acres of property owned by the .
: Wayne-Weetland school diatrict. R PO
_~.The financially strapped school 7. |
' district stands to gain $298,000 by -|: |
: ‘selhng property next to Patchin Ele- - |/ e————
mentary School on Newburgh Road"

least three of seven Westland City .
" Council members who say they will -
‘ refuse to confirm Cox, - . -

Citing a potential. conflict of mter-;'_z
- est, council members Charles Pick-.

_ering, Glenn Anderson and -Richard’
LeBlanc said they don’t believe that

-James cast Jan. 7 as a’ mayoral- .
appomted planning commissioner. - |1}

. James made planning commission. -} T} -
motions that the council approve the - e
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No race here’ Vandenberg Elementary School f fth-grader Sean Bacon pats a red g
legged turtle’ dunpg a visit from the Living Scrence Foundation to the school. T}ze visi-
| tors went to every classroom as part of an all -8 SR

ol ystudy of the razn forest.

comes to lzfe

‘Repﬂle hold Sharday Harrmgton, leﬁ, and
* Britney Duson help to hold a large Burmese

) condorinium |-

'but falr

. BY DARRELL CLEM

1t.
- Johnson, 44, spends four hours
. "each.week as a volunteer probation
. officer (VPO) for Westland 18th st-
- trict Court. . .
- fT've lived here all my hfe and I
- figured I'd try to put somethmg back -
~ into'the community,” the Westland ‘
- resident'said. :
' Johnson, a Local 324 operatmg. v
- enginger for Rouge Steel, became g
. VPO five years:ago after reading’in ~ -
- _a)newspaper that the court needed;‘ e
' ji-volunteers SO SO

T Tuummm»s-rwm-r

In revlew. A plarmmg com- - -
mzsswn vote on: thts prq]ect

| C Ourt )
Volunteer

1S ‘tough

léxfr

STAFF WRITER

Darrell Johnson chooses to work S
for no pay - with shoplifters, BpOUSE .
abusers, drunken drwers and other
law-breakers. © - B
And he said he feels rewarded for

-0y SmvENTY-FivECeNTs

- ©1997 Buburban Communlcations Corporatlgn’ -
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One.of 15 vOlunteers, he was,'- e

. named. VPO of the Year i m 1996 byj

. 'his peers. - e

ST felt hke I had really accom-j- o

-_pllshed somethmg, Johnson said: = -

. “It was a- surprlse but it did feel
goodtobe chosen,” - "

: Probation officer Eric Lange saxd

I ,'volunteers like. Johnson help the'

" court tremendously L T
.. “He'is very eﬁ'ectlve Lange sald -
: .‘,“Hes tough, bot fair.”
.. Johnson has heard: all of- the
:'aiexcuses why “offenders 1 miss thexr :

. 'probation. appomtments ‘A ear
-+ wouldn’t start A famﬂy member‘

" wasill. ‘

.' "'-:ot Vandenberg

Home Dehvery 313591-0500 :1 o

python, wzth a bzt of help from others “They can’t g get here, but the VPOs o

. T . (3N -
. -

. ’.tact Schoolcraft College at 462-4400 or 462- .
" 4770. The city anticipates accepting npphcn- '
* tiona in March, through the cxty clerk oﬂ'co

"‘ '_,Ofﬂcer honored

PLACES & FACES

- Avariety of arts and crafts a]l made in o
. Arrierica, will bé featured at Westland Center” . | =
.on Feb..6- 9durmg regular mallhours,” - ] -
.| " Professional artisans from several states will - )7
e demonstrate and sell their work; including’ 1.
“|--items such as paintings, poitery, stamed glass, .
| wood crafts; jewelry, decorahve painting, ..~ | -

) n.eedlework soft'sculpture, floral designs and
- +{ :toys: The.show is being presénted by Ranb IR
] Enterpnses Inc of North Royalton, Ohxo j_

" Flreﬂghter rules

" The Westland Fire and Pohce le Servnce

Commlssmn has adopted new requlrements for:
. | ‘entry-levé} applicants, who now must have *
1 Flreﬁghter I and If certification and a state
.| emergency miedical technician license. They =~
1 also must be 21 or older, or 19 years of age R
v w;th U.S: military experience. '

. Applicants must pass the Conference of

For more information nbout the tests con—

Edison I lementary fifth-graders recently

‘celebrnted their DARE (Drug Abuse Resis- -

tance Education) graduation by honoring ™+ .

DARE officer Jeff Gillespie, who has been pio

mated out of DARE to the position of police”
DARE program

S T

R

- congisting of a written test with a minimum 70 | -
. percent score, They also must pass & physmal y
‘| -agllity test. Certificates from both tests must
'} be provided to the Civil Semce Comnnsslon
. wnth application,

sergeant. He is one of the founders of tho Iocnl i “

o o :the lemg Science Foundation.

" -,“f,prlncnpal Nancy Raynes. “The teachers haye done

#It was just a great experxence, seud/

| ',;'f";.au outstanding job over the last few weeksfo get the

) he colozful ammals of the troptcal‘ -+
“rain forest made some new friends at .
o B Vandenberg Elementary recently, =~ .

AnalllgetOr, iguana, toucan, parrot, red:
"_"ieyed trée frog, boa constrictor and other .

SR St students ready hy teachmg them about the ram for-
et
o “We Just wxsh we could take a ﬁeld tnp "
The proje¢t was spearheaded. by ﬁrst grade« :

school

#o to ¢ echool

_“School Foundatlon Raynes sald Cornehs- .
{~ sén received the grant last spring, ‘allowing -

~her time to plan-the project, which involved - {.
teachers and- students throughout the |

As part.of the process, students were:.~

allowed to see and touch the animals, after. she was caught shophﬂmg

77 “IVe geen some people turn thexi\j‘ SR
"« lives ‘around,” Johnson said. “Somes -~
. times they mxght shp up, but I tellf S

which were rotated through the various clagsrooms
: throughout the day. “They were impressed hy.the -
‘different sizes, colors and what they ateand didn’t
- eat,” Raynes said. “It was lndeed a wonderful 1esun e
ng experience for everyone.” ‘ s
‘Cornelissen has received sumlar grants in past_;_' :
~,,_',teacher Shawn Cornelisgen, who applied for and’ ~yearg and Raynes said_the staff of the: 245'student ';}j_

el e_d a grant through the Wayne Westlandl_- t_fschool often. orks together on such pro" ]

Comy }{mmsn NEEDHAM
| ,SPECIAL WRITER ~ 4 ,
, : Shck icy: roads faﬂed to keep ‘
1 RS SR a\vay dteoherd hockey fans Saturday
Western Wayne ﬁref‘ghter testing program " as the Westland Ice Arena filled to
... capacity for-its annual fund-raising
.. hockey game featuring “Mr. and

‘Mrs. Hockey” —~ Gordie and Colleen
Howe ~ and other Detroit Red Wings

et _alumm players.

1. © ~ The third anmual event, sponsored
" by the Westland Hockev Associa-

- tion, had its biggest year ever,

‘thanks to Howe's name being on the
roster, organizers said.
It was a kick-off to Westland’s

- annual WinterFest, which. contmues

this weekend.
The game featured a team of Red

" Wing alumini against the Westland
" Hockey. Association coaches from 12
o different youth teams, which have
, pleyers ranging in age from 3-16.
"+ Lori Lites, treasurer of the WHA, = womme
. 'smd the event grabs a’ gOOd turnout‘ SR
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More on W]nter?est, 35 E IIZ. :

every yem, ‘but thls years was: b1g

.ger than usual despxte the weather. .

said,

“Gordié Howe i8 a blg draw,, she

‘Procecds from the game w;ll helpf & ‘

suppiy gonlie gear, jerseys, nets and - f.o

other supplies for Westland's youth .

hockey leagues, she said. “It'll be a’

the money for gear.”

Candy Vinnay, a Westland pohce .
~officer and event organizer, said -

. big help for the ktds who dont have X

Mondny that the total amount. =

brought in was $2,800, which

imcluded money from mfﬂes and the - o

dinner- dance followmg the gamne,

nay said, Autographed Gordie Howe

_ books and posters are still being sold

RS

“It was gnent suCcess, overybody S
~ at the dinner had a good time,” Vin-

ST,
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} . can get here, and the (full-time) staff -
‘ 'can get here,” Johnson said.” .
- Offenders who can’t seem-to. stay .
out of trouble become familiar facesg:
_to Johnson, but hé estimates’ that 90. ° -
_percent of hlB chents learn theu‘ les~ o

'. -__them to keep trying.”,

. Nn ¥ | R O LA
, ot _‘_‘ammals native to the rain forest came to ‘Anima's ~ A number of parents came b_y to see’ the.' o S One Detroxt girl a hlgh school".f‘ iy
_ -American arts .:7-visit students through representehves of animals, as well. . S ~ dropout, started making plans to get

- her diploma and enter-the_ nnhtary. o

Johngon’ enforces court orders"l._):j
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Faceoff All ttme Izockey great Gondte Howe and Westland s
See w[m Scott Wzllmms face of/' wzth Colleen Howe, m Westland
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" from’ 18th District Judges Gail McK- ;. -
o mght and C.: Charles Bokos: [

See vowmssn, Ae‘ o
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