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TODAY 
ARTS & LEISURE 

State of the art: A computerized 
catalog makes shopping for art 
quick and easy. / C I 

Exhibition: Sculptor Sharon Sims 
lets viewers inside her mind in a 
show.at the Livonia Civic.Center 
Fine Arts Gallery./CI . 

SPORTS 

It's over: Wayne Memorial's drive 
toward the Class A state basket­
ball championship came to an 
abrupt end Friday./01 

HEALTH NEWS 
Kid stuff: Michigan kids don't 
rank all that highly when it 
comes to being in good physical 
shape. Educators offer their 
thoughts on tyow to help kids 
shape up./El 
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DARE to have fun 
The Westland Police DARE division will take 

on the Red Wing Alumni team on Friday, April 4 
at 7 p.m. at the Westland Sports Arena, Wild-
wood at Hunter in Westland. 

Entry is $6 for adults and $3 for children 12 
and under, w|th all proceeds to benefit the West-
land DARE program. There will also(..be, a bake 
sale and door prizes at the event. 

For information about the fund-raiser Call 
(313) 722-DARE. ; ; 

Eye on environment 
The HollidayNature Preserve Association is : ^ 

hosting a number of programs this spring and 
summer for: those interested in getting back to /. 
nature.' ''•••:.'•••'.' '•• 
, • On Saturday, April 19at 10 a.m., the group 
Will be carrying boardwalks into the preserve to 
place on muddier parts of the trail and cleaning . 
up trash and debris. The clean-up event is being 
held in conjunction with Earth Day. 

Those interested in participating can meet at 
the Hix Park entrance off Hix Road just north of 
Warren.'/ 

H Oh April 27 at noon, a Spring Walk in Fox-
lands will be led by Bill Craig. Travel into the 
Foxlanda area — the first piece of new parkland 
added to Wayne County Parks in years, thanks 
to the Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy. 
Meet at the Koppernick entrance oh Koppernick 
Road, one half mile west off Hix and one half 
mile south of Joy road. 

For information on these and other events call 
(313)622-8547. 

Pool for playscape 
Organizers of the Westland playscape project 

are inviting everyone to support the project this 
Thursday at a "Play Pool for the Playscape".fund-
raiser, being hold from 4-8 p.m. at the Electric 
Stick, On Wftync Road north of Ford. 
•', People can sign up for two-hour pool-playing-
blocks. Two players for two hours pay $16, and 
four players for two hours pay $26. 

The playscape project will b\> built by the com-, 
munity in mid-September in Central City Park. 
For information on the project or the fund-raiser, 
call Kelly Furtaw at 467-3198 or 729-9054. 

StAT? PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Reflecting: Micfyael Vliet spends a quiet moment before his graduation ceremony last/ 
Thursday at Greenfield Village.. * 

Success story 
Hats are off to 

By CASEY HANS 
STAFF WRITER 

L ike many other high school 
graduates , Michael Vliet 
wants to/ attend college. 

Unlike others* Vliet was 
nrdprpH to atioriH school several 
years ago by the local courts, and, 
on Thursday proudly talked about 
how.much his life has changed. 

•"School used to be something I 
had to do," he said. "I was sus­
pended two or three times a week 
.„ I was sleeping In class. Eventu­
ally, all the stupid things caught 
up with m e . " ' . 

The student at Wayne-West-
land's Tinkham Center proudly 
received his diploma Thursday 
before friends and family at the 
Town Hall at Greenfield Village 

Dearborn, where he has in 
Congratulations: Michael Vliet receives his diploma from 
Wayne- Westland Superintendent Duane Moore during a 

See GRADUATE, A3 ceremony Thursday in Greenfield Village. 

BY CASEY HANS 
STAFF WRITER 

/ 

Although Wayne-Westland school officials are expect^ 
ed to consider selling the Wilson, School property tomor­
row night, proponents for a Native American academy 
are still confident they may locate there. .; 

Geo Fuhst, a Redford Union school trustee arid one of 
the organizers of the proposed Turtle Island Learning 
Center public-Charter school/ said tHey are holding but 
hope they can; still submit a bid for the property^ or 
work with the developer to locate there. 

"We intend to put an offer in their (Wayhe-Westland 
, o.ffi'cials') hands on Monday," he said. . ; 
• But the Wayne-Westland school chief said it's too late 
- a t least for a property purchase. 

Wayne-Westland school officials received only one 
public bid for the property for $826,000frqm Newtowrie 
Development Corp. of Farmingtori Hills, which hopes to 
build condominiums on the site.^The board will consider 
whether to accept that offer at its meeting tomorrow 

WILSON SCHOOL 

iught at 7 p.m. / ; 
They did not receive a bid from the Turtle Island 

group; said Wayne-Westland Superintendent Duane 
Moore/School officmls met with the group a week or 
two ago, at their request, but Moore said a late bid 
Would not likely be accepted; : . \ . 

. They have some good intentions," he said. "But for 
them to submit a proposal now would he inappropriate." 
Moore said the district advertised for and accepted bids 
ori the Wilson property according to legal channels. 

Fuhst said as a second choice, his group would 
attempt to work with the developer to lease the school 
and three acresof property for Turtle Island use. 

He has not yet talked with the developer, he said, but 
is not concerned if the deal is approved by the district 

See PROPERTY, A8 

• A Wayne County jury 
found 22-year-old Ken­
neth Lies of Westland 
guilty of raping an elder­
ly resident in her home. 
Family members of the 
victim are withholding 
comment until he is sen­
tenced April 11. 

BYDARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRrrER 

A 22-year-old 
Westland man who 
performed lawn 
maintenance for a 
79-year-old woman 

he called "moneybags" has been con­
victed of raping her and robbing her 
after forcing his way into her house. 

Kenneth Lies could face a maxi­
mum sentence of life in prison when 
he is sentenced April 11 by Wayne 
Circuit Judge Kirsfen Frank Kelly. 

A circuit court jury deliberated 
several hours Wednesday and 
Thursday before reaching a verdict 
in the rape trial watched by family 
members of the : victim and the 
accused. 

The victim's daughter said this 
family would refrain from comment­
ing on the case until Lies is sen­
tenced. ,.-i.: 

A jury convicted Lies oh three 
counts of first-degree, criminal sexu­
al conduct and one count, each of sec­
ond-degree criminal sexual conduct, 
home invasion and unarmed rob-

] bery. Jurors acquitted the defendant 
on a fourth CSC count. „ 

The trial stemmed from an early-
morning incident that occurred Oct. 
2 when a masked rapist smashed, 
out a basement window and climbed 
into the woman's Randy S t ree t 
home. 
"The woman suffers from a heart 

condition and couldn't.testify during 
the trial that began Tuesday and 
concluded Wednesday afternobn^ 
Westland police Sgt. Michael Terry 
said. • ; \ 

W,estland police said after the 
crime occurred tha t the woman 
couldn't see Lies' face but recognized 

•his voice. 
Lies' fingerprints also matched 

those found at the crime scene by 
Westland police officer Michael 
Matich. 

Livonia police. Sgt. Michael Bre-
meriour studied the fingerprints and 
concluded on the witness s tand 
Tuesday that Lies was in the vicC 
tim's house. I 

"I am 100 percent certain tha t 
they (fingerprints) were made by 
Mr. Lies," Bremenour testified. '••. 

The victim phoned police to report;; 
the rape after her. attacker left her 
residence. Dr. Howard Fertel, an 
emergency- room physician at St> 
Mary Hospital in Livonia, testified 
Tuesday that the victim also report? 
ed being raped when she waai 

See TRIAL* A8 

Area families, churches, prepare for Master services 
. , When it comes to Easter, almost every coun­
try has ite own customs, some of thorn very old 
Indeed. And wherever people celebrate Easter,' 
ihey have Easter eggs. 

.' In the northern counties of England, children 
gO around "Pace egging." or begging for eggs 
And other presents, and acting in the Pace egg 
play. The Pace egg place is one of the Mumming 
plays that have been performed at Christmas 
and other seasons for hundreds of years. 

"Pace eggs* is another name for Pasch or 
Easter egg* and comes from the Hebrew word 
Peaach, meaning Pawrver, In Scotland, the 
same word al»o appears as Peace or Pais*. 

Bfg rolling i» another old Easter pastime still 
JbUowed in parts of Britain,.Many people roil 
eggs juat for the fun of it, but in Germany it has 
become a competition known as Elerisesh. 

In Poland, girls used to send decorated eggs 

to their favorite boyfriends, and Finnish chil­
dren beat the grown-ups with birch twigs on . 
Easter Sunday until they are given ft ransom of 
Easter eggs, 

In countries in southeastern Europe, people 
dye hard-boiled egg* red. Greeks and Romani­
ans carry scarlet eggs on Easter Day. When 
friends meet, they tap their eggs together with 
the greeting. "Christ is risen," to which the 
reply is Truly, He is risen."' 

Some Eastern Europeans bury n scarlet ogg 
in a family grave as a symbol of the Resurrec­
tion, while in the Balkans, scarlet eggs are 
buried in the field to make the c rop grow bet­
ter, I 

Such eggs and other symbols of resurrection 
will bo prominent in churches as they prepare 

for the Easter cele­
bration. 

And part of that 
is Holy Week, an 
important time in 
the life of Chris- -
tians, a.time for 
reflecting on thei 
grace and n^ercy of 
God and to give 
thanks for his gifts 
of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, 

In Westland: 
At St. Matthew 

Lutheran Church, 
the Maundy Thursday service with Communion 
at 7:30 p.m., while the Good Friday service*at 
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Business are 
challenged 

BY CASEY HANS 
STAFF WRITER 

Salvation Army officials 
have challenged Westland 
businesses to participate in a1 

jobs program by hiring peo­
ple, training them and serv­
ing as mentors. 

The program, called "Pro­
ject Zero" is a partnership 
between the Salvation Army 

" and" the Michtgan Fami ly 
Independence Agency, 
designed to pull people out of 
the welfare system and into 
jobs and self-sufficiency. 

The FIA is the former state 
'• Department of Social Ser­

vices, which deals with distri­
bution of welfare funds, and 
is now working with a 
reduced state program. 

Westland Salvation Army 
officials explained the pro­
gram to members of the West-
land Chamber of-Commerce 
and their guests during the 
group's March luncheon at 
the Hellenic Center on Joy 
Road. v 

"Project Zero is about help­
ing people in the community," 
said Leau'rette Douglas, out­
reach specialist for the West-
land Salvation Army, who-
referred to those being served 
by the program as "achiev­
ers." 

"We help them set goals . . . 
' real ize the barr iers they 

have," she added. "We help 
them to . . . move from 
dependency to sufficiency." 

There are currently more 
than 300 people in the pro­
gram and of those, 50 percent 
are matched with mentors for 
training and job placement. 

M o r e than 60 jobs have -
already been offered through 
the program, and some 100 
area people have volunteered-, 
as mentors. 

"A lot of our achievers need 
jobs, a lot are persons who 
have been in the workplace 

• 'Project Zero is 
about helping people 
lit the community," 
We help them set 
goals . . . realize the 
barriers they have. 
We help them to . . . 
move from dependen­
cy to sufficiency.' „ 

Leau'rette Douglas 
—outreach specialist 

Westland Salvation Army' 

but . . . ended up in the sys­
tem," she added. 

A group of Wayne-Westland 
and Romulus leaders met last 
June to launch the program, 
which offers people leaving 
the welfare environment a 
combination of social, emo­
tional and job-.related sup­
port, said Cpt. Mark Welsh of 
the Westland Salvation 
Army. 

"We saw some great needs 
we are looking into and this is 
one of them," Welsh said. 

Although many of the men­
tors for the program were 
sought through area churches 
and other religious groups, 
Welsh said that those in the 
business community are also 
welcome to serve as mentors. 

"Many people in our busi­
ness community have some 
outstanding skills they can 
offer," he said. 
- For this program, the West-
land Salvation Army is work­
ing through churches in 
Wayne, Westland, Romulus, 
Inkster , Canton and new 
Boston, Welsh said. 

For more information about 
the Project Zero program, rail.. 
(313)722-3660. 

READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
•-': Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to 

the editor or make general comments to any member of pur news 
staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the following address; 
new$rcom@oebnline.com.' 

Homeline: 313-953-2020 
* Open houses .and new developments in your area. 
^ Free real estate seminar information. 
;J Current mortgage rates. 

ClassifiedAfterHours:313-591-0900 
•:l Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500 
% If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not 

receive your paper, please call one of our customer service repre­
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Sunday: 7a,m~Npon 
Thursday:8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:^ 
8a.m.-5:10p>m. 

Faxline: 313-953-2288 
^ You can use a MasterCard or Visa 

to access the following.information 
from our classified ads. This service 
is available by noon Wednesday and 
Saturday: ' • , 
Hem No. 9822: 
Vehicles: used trucks; vans and all 
makes of automobiles. Cost; $39.95 

O&E Oti-Litie: 313-591 *0903 
Pi You can access Oii-i.inc with Just : 

about any communications software 
- PC or Macintosh. On-Li^euscrc can: 

• Send and receive unlimited e-mail. 
• Access all features of the Internet—telnet, Gopher. WWW and more. 

x • Read electronic editions of the the Observer <J> Eccentric newspapers. 
• Chat with users across town or across the country. ;•"):'• 

! K To begin your On-line exploration; tall 313r59i-0903 with your 
J computer modem. At the \o$in prompt, type. new. At the password 
; prompt, press your enter key. At tlte key prompt, type: 9508. 

I Oh-Line Hotline: 313-953-2266 
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New duties 
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city manager 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 
STAFF WRITER 

A former city manager from 
Garden City has been hired as 
acting director of the Central 
Wayne County Sani ta t ion 
Authority, which serves West-
land and four other communi­
ties. 

Steven Aynes, who served 
three years as manager in Gar­
den City before leaving under a 
negotiated agreement 10 months 
'ago, was appointed on a consult­
ing basis for 30 days effective 
March 14. He replaces Erik 
Schaeffer who recently resigned 
as CWpSA executive director to 
work a consulting business in 
New Mexico.. ... - _. 

"The (CWCSA) board had 
anticipated the director would be 
leaving for sometime," said 
Aynes. "He had indicated he had 
a need to move on but they did* 
n't expect him to go when he 
did." • 

After leaving city employ­
ment, Aynes had continued 
working as t reasurer for the 
incinerator on a voluntary basis. 
Aynes said he had volunteered to 
fill-in for a week, then made a 

• I ' v e been doing con­
sulting off and on 
since I left Garden 
City/ 

Steven Aynes 
—former city manager and 

new acting director 
for CWCSA 

30-day proposal. 
"I've been doing consulting off 

and on since I left Garden City," 
said Aynes, who has opened an 
office in Sheridan Square. 

Aynes indicated he is available 
for a variety of work including 
interim city management, labor 
negotiations and studies such as 
Master Plan work. He has also 
been working as a public rela­
tions representative for an ihsur* 
ance company calling on munici­

palities. ' ' . , 
Aynes was hired as an inde­

pendent contractor, said Council­
man Jim Barker who is the city's 
liaison to the incinerator author­
ity. 

"It 's a 30-day temporary 
appointment. We appointed him 
personally, not his company," 
said Barker, who \vas among the 
council members to vote for end­
ing Aynes' tenure with city. 

The board doesn't have anyone 
lined up to replace Schaeffer but 
Barker said he didn't think it 
would take more than 30 days. 
He also said didn' t consider 
Aynes* a candidate for the per­
manent executive director posi­
tion. 

The five-community authority 
serving Garden City, Westland, 
Dearborn Heights, Inkster and 
Wayne operates an incinerator 
and a landfill. 

Group head prepares response to fine 

T he new acting director of 
a regional sanitat ion 
authority is preparing a 

response after the group was 
fined for incineration prob­
lems. 

In his capacity as acting 
executive director of the Cen­
tral Wayne County Sanitation 
Authority, Steven Aynes said 
he and other staff members 
will respond to a fine levied 
against the authority for allow­
ing the combustion tempera­
ture in the authority's inciner­
ator to drop below the mini­
mum required by the county 
operating permit. 

The event occurred on March 
6,1996. 

Too low a temperature ere* 
ates.particles of incomplete 
combustion to which pollutants 
attach increasing pollution 
from dioxins, acid gasses and 
toxic metals such as lead, cad-

J*. 
mium and mercury. 

The $10,000 fine — negotiat­
ed down from the init ial 
$26,000 fine — i s part of an 
agreement reached with the 
Wayne County Air Quality 
Division. 

Members of the Stop the 
Burn Coalition, formed to 
oppose expansion of the Dear­
born Heights incinerator , 
charge the minimum tempera­
ture violation is part of a pat­
tern of violations at the facili­
ty. 
" "This incident should be a 
lesson to the public that a per­
mit is no good unless its provi­
sions are enforced and this just 
points out that fact that the 
regulators from the EPA 
Michigan DEQ on through to 
Wayne County are unable to 
enforce these permits now," 
said Ed McArdle, coalition 
spokesman. 

Aynes disagreed with the 
characterization, noting the 
incinerator has received only 
fiv$ minor violations in the 
nine years since it was reacti­
vated. 

"For an operation this com­
plex, we feel that has been a 
good operating records," he 
said. "We will always have a 
certain amount of emissions 
but we are within state and 
federal guidelines. 

"It will be even cleaner with 
the new equipment." 

The CWCSA is in the process 
of finalizing a waste-to-energy 
plan in a joint venture with 
Constellation Power of Balti­
more. 

A public hear ing on the 
required air pollution control 
permit is likely to be scheduled 
in late May by the s ta te 
Department of Environmental 
Quality. 

Man charged with luring, then robbing 
BY DARREIX CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man is accused of robbing a 
sex par tner whom he lured from an 1-275 
rest area in Canton Township, police said. 

Todd Stephen Nemeth, 31 , is charged with 
a 15-year felony of unarmed robbery for an 
incident that allegedly occurred on the after-

• The suspect takes money and 
credit cards at force. He also 
has photographed victims. 
There's an Incentive not to 
report the crime.' 

f 

noon ot Feb. 19, Westland police Sgt. Scott 
Fetner said. 

A 50-year-old Walled Lake man was lured 
Ito a Westland apartment by a suspect who 
robbed him and forced him to drive to an 
automated teller machine, Westland police 
Sgt. Scott Fetner said. The victim reportedly 
lost$670. 

The suspect also robbed the victim of 
charge cards used for $2,000 in charges, Fet­
ner said. 

"It all starts off as a sexual encounter," the 
sergeant said. 

The two men met around noon Feb. 19 at 
the 1-275 rest area, Fetner said. 

Set ScotiJ^in^ 
—Westland Police Department, 

ac*ts on him. He uses tha t to keep them 
quiet." 

The photographs are used, in essence, to 
try to threaten the victims to silerice, Fetner 
said. The Walled Lake man, for example, is 
married with children. 

"There's an incentive not to report the 
crime." Ffttngr Raid. 

On Thursday, Fetner said at least one 
more victim is expected to talk with police 
about being robbed. That could result in 
additional charges as early as this week, 
Fetner said. 

"The suspect takes money and credit cards 
at force," he said. "He also has photographed 
victims while they were performing certain 

After the suspect forced the Walled Lake 
man to drive to an automated teller 
machine, he then had the victim return him 
tojris Westknd apartment, Fetner said. 

Nemeth has been arraigned on one count 
of unarmed robbery and one count of being a 
fourth-degree habituaVoffender, Fetner said. 

Nemeth is scheduled for a March 27 pre­
liminary hearing in Westland 18th District 
Court that will determine whether he should 
stand trial. 

For now, he remains jailed in lieu of a 
$30,000 cash bond, Fetner said. 

(USPS 663-530) . - ' ' ' . . 
Pubtiihed every Strnday and Thursday by Oteanw & Eccentric* Nawipapara. 36251 Schoolcraft, Uvcrtia, Ml • 
43150, Periodical posiaja paM al Uvoola, Ml +S151. Addrai* at mal (tubtcriptico. chanja of «*Jre*», Form 
3569) to P.O. Box3r»4.LM^. Ml «151.Tekohooa 591-0500. . . 

Kewwtarxfc, 
Ctn\»t......... 
Carrier 
Mail......: 

HOME OEUtfERY SERVICE 
pef copy, 75« 

par month, S3 60 
par year. (43 £0 

. yearly. $5500 

AJ t&ttrtActq pubfishad in tfva W»s8and Ottarver b subject to 9va tondSiona stated In the apptcabt* rats card, 
wpla* of which a/a avaJaUe from » * advart^na c^partrr*r< WastJand Obtatvar. 36251 Schooicaft, Uvorua. Mi 
48150.(3)3)6914300 TheW«$fland Observar reaervM ff# rfghl not to accept an advertise fa order OosarvarA 
Eccentric® ad-uker* have no authority to bind thii nampaper and only pubficaHco ol art advartitamant ahal 
cofsWute final acceptance of tne advenser't order 

f*4M 

J 

* T / 4 ^ 

to visit the offices of 
Drs. Manber, Hrozencik, 

Valentin!, & Caron. 

Presently, we will be 
accepting new patients for 
Obstetric & Gynecology 
Care. Hospital privileges 
are at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, University of 
Michigan & Chelsea 

Community Hospital. We 
accept most insurances. 
Please call to inquire, v 
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Graduate from page Al 

worked in a school mentorship program for the 
past three years. Vliet's is the first diploma for a 
Tinkham student who earned all of his high 
school credita in that program. 
. UI want each and everyone of you to know - you 
have made a difference in my life -t . . I'm proof 
that it can be done," said the young man, who 
struggled to pull himself up from a young life of 
delinquency. Vliet said he now hopes to attend 
the Focus: HOPE engineering program or another 
college program. 

"He's my first son to graduate," said Michael's 
mother, Donna Benson. "This program has really 
helped him out a lot. I can't say enough. 

"We're all very proud. It's been beneficial to 
him." 

Others shared her sentiments, telling the 
incredible story of a young man who came into 
the Tinkham program three years ago an angry 
frustrated boy, and who graduated this week as a 
young man with a future. 

"This is truly a great day — not only is it^a 
beautiful day, but tfgreat day for Mike," said 
Steve Hamp, president of Henry Ford Museum 

.and,,Gre^nfMd_Villape. "You all deserVe a aignifi-
cant part of the congratulationrTor what is hap­
pening today." 

Wayne-Westland Superintendent Duane Moore, 
who awarded Vliet's diploma with school trustee 
Martha Pitsenbargeri said that it's momenta like 
these which remind him of why he went into edu­
cation. 

Friend Sorinthea Bonilla, who is also in the 
Tinkham/Henry Ford Museum mentorship pro­
gram, described Michael Vliet as someone who 
helps and supports his friends. ''He's just there , 
for all of us," she said. 

Lynn Malinoff, a teacher-consultant at Tin­
kham who was instrumental in bringing the 7 
1/2-year-old mentoring partnerships together with 
the school and Henry Ford Museum and Green­
field Village, spoke fondly of Vliet, who she said is. 

•/He's my first son to grad­
uate . . . This program has 
really helped him out a lot. 
I can't say enough. We're 
all very proud— It's been 
beneficial to him.' 

Donna Benson 

very special. 
"I knew Michael Svhen/ "she said. "He really 

was pretty.anxious about trying some new things. 
In three years, he has become a wonderful young 
man." 

Stacy Nekula, who is mentorship" coordinator 
between Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Vil­
lage and Tinkham Center, said Vliet has recently 
served as her office assistant and ran her office 
when she was out of town recently. 

"He was invaluable •?— I've never seen anything 
like this in a kid," she said. 

The mentorship program currently has nine 
Tinkham students, who come to the museum and 
village each day for half a "school day to work and 
learn with a one-on-one mentor. 

What are their hopes for Michael Vliet? 
"I hope that Michael doesn't give up — I hope 

he gets everything he wants," Nekula said. 
Malinoff hopes for a "continued strength of 

character." 
"I want him to be happy," she added. "I know 

that sounds trite, but I just^hope that he finds a 
path that's good for him." " ~ — 

Hugs and kisses: At left, 
friends congratulate 
MichaelVliet outside the 
historic town hall at 
Greenfield Village after his 
graduation ceremony. Vliet 
received a standing ova­
tion after his speech and 
presentation of diploma Sy 
Wayne-Westland school : 
officials. 

Full of pride: Below, teach­
er-consultant Lynn Mali­
noff, left, and Stacy Nekula 
the mentorship coordina­
tor, applaud Michael 
Vliet's graduating on 
Thursday along with 
proud family and friends. 

-—Michael Vliet's mom 
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arson cnarges 
for hMse fire which injured son 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland woman could face 
a possible 20-year prison term if 
convicted of starting a house fire 
that injured her 4-year^ld son. 

Jamie Ann Jingozian, 25, faces 
trial for arson following testimo­
ny tha t emerged Thursday 
morning during a preliminary 
hearing in 18th District Court in 
Westland. " 

West land Fire - Marshal 
Patrick Harder testified that a 
Jan. 28 fire at Jingozian's resi­
dence at 8338 Beatrice couldn't 
have been caused by a burning 
candle placed in her son's room, 
as she claims. 

"I tr ied to imagine in my 
wildest dreams how a candle 
could do that kind of damage," 
Harder said from the witness 
stand. "There's no way that a 
candle could do tha t kind of 
damage." >* 

Only a fire caused by liquid 
accelerants could ignite flames 
so rapidly in four rooms and 
burn through walls, floors and 
ceilings, Harder testified. ; 

A bedroom occupied by Jin­
gozian's 4-year-old son received 
some, of the worst damage and 
authorities said the boy suffered 
burns over S6 percent of his 
body. He had to undergo skin 
grafts at the University of Michi­
gan Hospital in Ann Arbor. 

Jingozian won't face charges 
for the boy's injuries; she did 
remove him from the single-

• ' I tried to imagine In 
my wildest dreams how 
a candle could do that 
kind of damage/ 

Patrick Harder 
— West land fire marshal 

story, wood-frame house -as 
flames spread shortly after 10 
p.m., police have said. 

However, the boy's father now 
has custody, and Jihgpzian has 
been prohibited from visiting 
him, Westland police Sgt. Scott 
Fetner Said. 

The mother sat in court Thurs­
day but didn't testify in her own 
behalf. 

Fetner testified that Jingozian 
told him during a Jan. 30 inter­
view that she became upset with 
her son on the evening of Jan. 28 
because he had gotten out of his* 
bed repeatedly. 

"She told me tha t she was 
angry with him,̂ , Fetner said. 

Fetner said Jingozian told him 
that she put a burning candle in 
the boy's room after he asked for 
more light. The candle was sup- • 
posedly in a glass bowl that the 
mother placed xui a plastic dress­
er, Fetner said. 

Jingozian told Fetner that she 

saw flames flickering aDput 20 
minutes later and t h a t she 
grabbed the boy and fled to a 
next-door neighbor's house, in a 
residential neighborhood near 
Middjebelt and Joy. ! 

Harder testified that "irregu­
lar burn patterns" in Jingozian's 
residence left him with only one 
conclusion - that liquid acceler­
ants had been used to start the 
fire. Only accelerants could 
cause the floor-level damage 
that the house suffered, Harder 
said. 

He conceded, however, that 
tests performed in the fire's 
aftermath found no accelerants. . 

When asked for his opinion on 
where the fire started, Harder 
said, "I believe the fire started 
throughout the entjre structure." 

Jingozian has told authorities 
that only she and her, son were 
in the house when the'fire erupt­
ed. 

Firefighters battled the blaze 
for 45 minutes, but Harder has 
said the house was considered 
destroyed. 

. At the conclusion of Thurs­
day's hearing, 18th District 
Judge C, Charles Bokos ordered 
Jingozian to stand trial for arson 
in a dwelling, punishable by up 
to 20. years in prison upon con^ 
yiction,'. ; " . 

Jingozian remains free on a 
personal bond pending trial in 
Wayne County Circuit Court, 

eCtto m 
An Ypsilanti man Thursday was ordered to 

stand trial for allegedly robbing a Westland busi­
ness where he.threatened a female employee and 
seized $55 from a cash register. 

Lawrence Oklin Cinnamon, 34, was ordered to 
stand trial for unairoed rohbery after he voluntari­
ly waived a preliminary hearing in front of West-
land 18th District Judge C; Charles Bokos. 

He is a Suspect in an incident that occurred 
about 8:25 p.m. March 13 a t The Body Shop, 
where a robbery occurred after a man inquired 
about a tanning package and then asked a clerk 
for change to make a telephone call 

The suspect then shoved the clerk against a wall 
, and took_ $65. 
- InTcdtitt'Thursday, Bokos refused a defense, 
attorney's request to reduce Cinnamon's $100,000. 

CRIMEWATCH 
bond. Bokos noted that Cinnamon is suspected in 
a series of robberies in western Wayne County and 
tha t he also has a criminal record t h a t began in 
1991. •'.••••'••'• ••;. •• 

"I consider this to he a serious matter ," Bokps 
Bdid in denying the bond. 

Westland police Sgt. Marc Stobbe also, has said 
that Cinnamon iB suspected of robberies in Washt­
enaw County. The Suspect was arrested on March 
13 in Dearborn Heights.after police spotted a 'car 
that matched the suspect's. A several-mile chase 
preceded the arrest. ' 

•" • ' l • ; • . ' • . " . ' " - • • ' : . ; . ' ' • . • . . - • ; . 

JULIE MANGO 
Now at Jacobsbn's, selections from the Spring "Fresh Picked" Collection 

by Julie Mango. Silkscreen t-shirt and border print pant, in white and multi. 
Sizes S4.G. T-shirt, $58 . Pant, $56 . 
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