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Man threatens, Mayor ousts parks director 
leads officers 
on car chase 
BY DARRSLL CLEM 
STAFF WRITKR 

A 20-year-old rifle-wielding Plymouth man — 
despondent over losing a girlfriend — barricaded 
himself in a Westland apartment Wednesday after­
noon before leading police on nn erratic car chase 
that ended in an accident at Ford and Central City 
Parkway, police said. No one was injured. 

After being subdued by police, Michael GiiBtafson 
was admitted to a Westland psychiatric facility. He 
was already wanted on an earlier fleeing and elud­
ing charge, and he could face additional charges, 
Sgt. Scott Fetner said. 

Wednesday's incident began about 3:10 p.m. when 
a suicidal suspect barricaded himself inside a 
friend's Yalewqod Apartment on Yale south of-War* 
ren, Fetner said. The man was alone. 

He made death threats against his ex-girlfriend, 
her friend and police, Fetner said, and a police nego­
tiator tried by phone to end the incident. 

Officers headed to the scene, but the suspect got 
into his late-niodel Mustang and drove west on 
Hunter to Central City Parkway. Fetner said. It was 
believed that he intended to .go to the police station. 

Instead, the suspect led police north on Central 
City Parkway and east on Warren, where he made a 
U-turn as he approached Wayne Road. He returned 
to the parkway and drove south to Ford, where he 
crashed into two other cars, Fetner said. 

Police surrounded his car as he fired one round, 
apparently at himself. He missed, and police cap­
tured him without further incident. 

The suspect had escaped police Tuesday night 
after fleeing from a Cherry Hill/Newburgh gas sta­
tion where police received reports of a suicidal man. 
He was wanted on a fleeing and eluding charge pun­
ishable by one year in jail. He could face additional 
charges for Wednesday's incident. 

Help sought 

BYCASEYHANS 
STAFF WWTER 

D an Mathes is traveling to Houston this 
week in the hopes that an alternative 
treatment for a brain tumor will offer him 

the help he needs. 
The 27-year-old Westland resident and Garden 

City native will Spend 18 hours a day during his 
visit hooked up to intravenous tubes receiving the 
protein-based treatment by Dr. S.R. Burzynski in 
Texas, who is using a controversial alternative 
treatment with antineoplaston, said, Mathes* aunt 
and Westland resident Mary Donahee Rader. 

This is the second time Dan and his family 
have made -'the trip, she said; he had the initial 
treatment in March, and the family is doing a 
number of Tund-raising activities, including a 
silent auction in Wayne this Sunday, to assist 
with treatment costs. He also continues to treat 
with physicians at the University of Michigan, 
where he has received traditional surgery and 
treatment for the tumor. 

The a l te rna t ive t reatment1 costs begin at 
$14,000, with subsequent months costing $5,000 
each, none of which is covered by health: insur­
ance, according to inforrriation given by the fami­
ly. The family is also incurring travel expenses 
and so is reaching outtoi the community for help. 

"He'shad some swelUhgand has had some neu­
rological effects," said Ratter, discussing the alter­
native treatment. "But he's keeping up a positive 

.".•spirit.̂  - 'v.;_. : \ ; : ' ; ; . \--- ' :"- j : ' 
Although Mathes'.local physicians are con-

cerned with the swelling^ she sjaict rejceht tests 
have shown that the tumor is net grdwihg follow­
ing the first treatment. She said the family has 
been told that sortie of the, swelling is due to.dead 
tissue and other pjells beihgbroken down by the 
treatment. He is now using a wheelchair and has 
a difficult time talking; she said... 
': *Whefthe was oHgihallydiaghosed in 1994, 

: they dpnHdi^gnese the brain tumor as malignant 
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BYDARHELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Mayor Robert Thomas confirmed 
Tuesday afternoon tha t ho firod 
Westland Parks and Rocrofttion 
Director Charles Skene for *poor 
performance." 

But Thomas and Police Chief 
Emery Price also confirmed that a 
police investigation is centering on 
the Bailey Recreation Center behind 
City Hall on Ford Road. Skene was 
in charge of tho center as part of his 
duties. 

In separate telephone conversa­
tions, Thomas and Price said thoy 
couldn't discuss details of the ongo­
ing investigation, although Prico 

said i t could 
lead to criminal 
charges. 

Thomas con­
firmed t ha t 
"there is some­
thing going on" 
at the Bailey 
Center, but he 
said he couldn't 
divulgo more 
details. 

Skene, when 
reached at his Northville hon\o, 
declined to discuss tho mayor's 
action. 

"I really don't have any commont 
on that," he said. 

Chuck $k*f* 

Skene, 46, had been employed as 
the city's parka and recreation direc* 
tor since Feb, 3,1993. He previously 
worked in a similar position In Ply-
mouth. His salary was $53,339, 

Skene and Thomas had differ­
ences as early as June 1994. The 
mayor had threatened to fire him 
then, but the two apparently ironed 
out their differences and Skene 
remained 6n the job. 

"He" started to do much better, and 
then he backslid," Thomas said 
Tuesday. 

The mayor said Skene declined an 
opportunity to resign from his posi­
tion. 

Skene became an early organizer 

of the cfty'i WinterFeat and was 
instrumental in planning the first 
event in 1995, In that capacity, he 
worked closely with Qouncilwoman 
Sharon Scott and City Clerk Diane 
Fritz. 

On Tuosday, Thomas aaid he 
planned to appoint Robert Kosowski 
aa interim parks a n d recreation 
director. Kosowski will be moved 
from his position as director of the 
city's golf course and ice arena. 

Thomas said he will recommend 
that Kosowski be appointed on a 
permanent basis during a May 5 
Westland City Council meeting. 
Thomas will ask that the council 
confirm his appointment, 

• Cable rates are chang­
ing — again, But a study 
will determine whether 
the changes fall under 
FCC guidelines. 

BY DARmi- Cl.KM 
STAFF WillTKR 

Westlnnd resi­
dents face more 
cable TV ra te 
increases Mny 1 -

the second price hike in just three 
months. 

Residents already connected to 
Continental Cablovision's rebuilt 
system will see their rates for satel­
lite, basic and mini-sorvice climb 
from $25.99 to $26.75 - if tho prico 
increases become effective, ' 

All customers would pay moro for 
hourly service charges and cable 
installation, among other services. 

However, an audit ing firm is 
studying whether Continental can 
legally raise prices under a Fcdoral 
Communications Commission for­
mula that guides maximum rates, 
Assistant City Attorney Koith Mad­
den said Tuesday. 

The 'firm, Plnnte & Moran of 
Southfield, also is studying whether 
Continental gave subscribers a 
required 30-day notico, Diane 

Please see CABLE, A2 
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$9.65* 48.90* 
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At Wlldwood E|ementary: Bradley Graftd'fdyrth-grader, was selected Principal for the 
Day recently for being the school's best reader. Here, he works with Principal Sharon 
Thomas-Brown on some paperwork. 

Top student reader takes the helm 
BY KlMBKRI.Y A, M0RTSON 
STAFF WRIT/KB 

In tho futuro Bradley Gray has 
sot his sights high with hopes of 
being a rocket scientist. 

This week, however, the 10-year-
old set t led for being a Wayne-
Westland elementary school princi­
pal. 

Tho fourth-grader was given an 
opportunity to ovorsoe all the 
responsibilities and duties of an 
administrator alongside current 
Wildwood Principal Sharon 
ThomnB-Brown aftor achieving 
247.5 points from the schools 
Accelerated Render Program. 

According to Thomas-Brown, the 
Accelerated Reader Program, 
implemented in 1992, rewards stu­
dents with small motivational 

PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY 
prizes from pieces of candy to 
movie passes after they master 
each reading level and receive 80 
percent or better on a computer­
ized test. 

This past fall, the principal vol­
unteered her position to any stu­
dent tha t reached a 200-point 
Accelerated Reader goal by year's 
end. Recently, Gray surpassed the 
reading goal qualifying him for the 
post — "Principal for a Day." 

On Monday, Gray donned a t* 
shirt spelling out his position and 
went about the business of "being 
in charge." 

"Its been harder than I thought," 
said Gray. "You have to do a lot of 

work." 
Thomas-Brown said the opportu­

nity to be "Principal for a Day" had 
been a great motivator for other 
s tudents . "After meeting with 
Bradley this morning, a lot of tho 
students said they wanted to rend 
more so they could do what he was 
doing," said Thomas-Brawn. 

The would-be administrator com­
menced the school day with the 
Pledge of Allegiance before he indi­
vidually greeted each of the 18 
classrooms throughout the build­
ing. Gray said some s tudents 
asked him questions about his 

Please see PRINCIPAL, A4 
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Flood bills 

: > ' • • 
v . * , ; •.•;.::-•* " 

BY DARRELLCliiM 
^TArrWRtTBR ,:;.••'. ; . ; v 

A sharply divided Westland City Council 
appears ready to pay a $044,737 bill froin compaf 
nies that'.-made emergency repairs in Bide norths 
end homes flooded by raw sewage. ' J 

Splitting in a 4 3 vote; council members Monday 
night introduced^&.', budget amendment;to pay. 
three companies forRepairs to furnaces, water; 
tanks arid other home appliances damaged during . 
a sewer backup Feb, 20-21>;. ; ;' 

X^ponenU strongly objected tb trie budget niea-1 
sure because it failed to cite, a source^ of revenues: / 
to pay the tab.>d' i ty. : :o^ciaU/^6^0^.^1/^^1,^:1 

insurance.companies for three sewer-system coiu 
.tfactors will pay, although they, have no guaranv: \[ 
tees;^y•/,;••'.V;.;;.•''' .•;'.>.'.'••• ^'••.••'•'"''••••'•••:' :'.=•: V ; ' V ;;••''.'.'-: '<".'. 

: •Cbuncilrrtan :Glenn.Anderson said the city 
should n't approve a budget .api o nd nibht thftt . 
depends on "phantom, revenue." He and council' 
member*/Charles Pickering and Richard I/cBianc 

•voted ajgain^;th^:measuro;/:::;'__//./, .;•/':. •;-';,;:'
;: 

;/vTh'e'vote. introduced a budget/amendment aimed, 
at paying emergency response bills submitted by 
Ihre^nJnsurance Rwonstructibn Co., Painter A 

; JRuthenberg'Tries-: and Denmark Heating & Coolirigl 

• ; / • ' ' ' / •-•/, ••.'.•/''':.••';.••'- PleRse'»e«'HOfHV^A3;/ 
V - • • ' ' • > • " • , '••' • • • . ' • ' • : " • ' • • . : . \ :' • • ' • • ; • : • • ' ' ' ; / ; • > • : • ' ; K 
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Medical from page Al 

Th* Mathes 
family: Dan 

Mathes of 
West land is 

facing alterna­
tive treatment 

for an inopera­
ble brain 

tumor. Pic-
tuivd hew with 
his family are: 

(upper left, 
then clocktoise) 

Ban, sister 
Crystal, mom 

Ellen, dad 
Daniel B. and 
sister Laura. 
The family is 
from Garden 

City, 
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Surf the In te rne t at the Library... 
• Ctux-k the Latest Stock Prices 
•Tour a Famous Museum 
•Find Your Fnvorito Recipe 
• Research Company Inforrn»tion 

for a Job Interview 
•Much, Much Moret 

- ^ 

Publ i c L i b r a r y 

ofWes t land 

William P. Faust \ 
Public Library ofWestland 8 

l\inJ<\). in part, bv a fcJtnl Ubf»o' Sctviwi snj Construction Act grsnt,Ailmini>tcrMH>y Ihf l.ibr.ir)of Mulligan 
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
• Headers can submit story surest ions, reactions to stories, letters to 

the editor or make general conimcnls to any member of our news 
staff through Il-Mail via the Internet at the following address: 
new$ixnm©oeon\'mc..cam. 

Hottielwej 3^-953^2020 
• Open iiouses and new develo))]iients in your area. 
• l:ree real estate.seminar information, 
• (lurrent mortgage rates! 

9^s)IiM : 
•• Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500 
•I If you have a question about homedelivery or if you did not 

receive your paper, please call oiieof our customer service repre-
seiitaiiyes .dining the following hours: 
Sunday: 7 a,m - Noon 
Thursday; 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Mohday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
8 a.m. -5:30 p.w. 

t^MMMM^MML^ 
H You can vise a MasterCartl or Visa ... 
:••'•• to ncvess the tollowhijj Information 

. from our classified ads. This servjee 
Is available by noon Wednesday am! 
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;•• Um Ho, 9822: 
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or boni^n," sho explained. 
"Uceause it's in the brain: How 
much worse can it bo?" • 

Aftor his original diagnosis 
and surgery in 1994, when 70 
porcont of the tumor was 
removed, doctors didn't expect 
him to need any additional 
treatmont for 10 to 10 years, 
Rader said. "Unfortunately in 
December 1995, they found the 
tumor had grown and did anoth­
er surgery" and lemoved 90 por­
cont of."the.tumor,. Because tho 
grade.of the Jfumoi* had changed, 
doctors then sugg.osted radia­
tion and chemotherapy treat­
ments;. 

She said the family turned to 
the al ternat ive t rea tment 
because traditional methods 
have run out. 

"Despite those (traditional) 
treatments, the tumor contin­
ued to grow," she said. "The 
only chance was to change his 
che-mo - but they wouldn't even 
give us a 50 percent chance." 
Hader said through research -
much done via the Internet -
the family has decided to pursue: 
this course, 
Dan Mathes grow up in Gar­

den City and attended Fanning*, 
ton Elementary School, Garden 
City Junior High and graduated 
from Garden City -High School. 
He has been employed at Fobd-
land Warehouse for the past 
seven years. Although unable to 
work through most of 1996, ho 
returned to work in Deccmbor, 
his family said. 

His parents, Dan and Ellen 
Mathes, and sisters Laura and 
Crystal - a senior at Garden City 
High School - still live in Garden 
City: Dan Sr. works at Hydra-

Matic i n Y p s i l a n t i , Ellon is 
employed at Schoolcraft College's 
Radcliff Center in Garden City, 
Laura is a nmnager for BoRics 
hair caro" center in Bollevillo and 
Crystal holds, down two jobs: at a 
physical therapy facility and! at 
the Golden Feather Restaurant. 

Rador and Grace Jensen have 
coordinated several fund-raisers 
including one at Westland Bowl 
in February and a spaghetti din­
ner and pancake breakfast at 
Kirk of Our Savior Church in 
Westland in February and 
March. . 

This Sunday,,April 27, a Coun­
try Jamboree and Silent Auction 
will be held from 2-7 pm, «t the 
Moose Lodge Loval Order of No. 
835, 38050 Michigan Ave. in 
Wayne, with a cost of $5 for adult 
and $2. for child. Hamburgers,, 
hot dogs and french fries will be ; 
sold for |M each, a bake sale will 
be heldi ftnd various itenis will be 
auctioned off from 2-5:30 p.m. 
with all profits going to the Dan 
Mathes Fund. 

".'"The fund is being administered 
by Comeiica Bank, 3Q0S. Wayne 
Road, just south of WarreUi Fur­
ther information ean be obtained 
by/calling Rader at (313) 721-
1232 or Jensen at (313) 728V 
1921. 

Another fund-raiser will be 
held noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 
4, at BoRics on Sheldon and Ford 
roads in Canton, where stylists 
aro, donating their time and fees 
to the Dan Mathes Fund. For 
more information, coll (313) 728-
1921. 

PLACES & FACES 
Pizza, pizza! . . . 

SchweiUer Elementary School students will sell Ltttle Cae­
sars homemade pizza kits to raise money for textbooks. 

The school and the company are working together aa part of a 
pilot project called "Teaming Up For Textbooks." The kiU sell 
for $16.50 and has ingredients for three medium pizws. The 
school will receive $5 for each kit sold. Students will sell kita to 
family and friends, not in a door-to-door fund-raiser. School offi­
cials say tho project could be expanded district wide next school 
year. 

Book signing 
Millie Criswell, author of "Prim-Rose" among others, will be 

at the Paperbacks & Things store in Westlandi along with 
Shelly Thackor, for a book signing 6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 1. 

The store is at 8044 Wayne Road in the Oak Plaza. For more 
information, call (313) 522-8018. 

Ooompal 
The Franklin Middle School band, comprised.of seventh- and 

eighth-graders, has been selected to play in the state capital on 
Thursday, May 1. The student musicians will tuno up and play 
at the steps of the Hannah Building in Lansing from noon to 1 

•p.nVv ; 

The Westland group is part of the school's mstrumontal music 
program. 

Walk for a cause 
The Detroit Institute for Children will benefit from a "Walk a 

Mile for a Smile," a 5-mile family outing scheduled for 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 10, at Merriman Hollow in Hihes Park, at the 
Merrirnan Road entrance between Warren and Ann Arbor Trail 
in Westland. The event, promoted as a 'Svalk; run, stroll or 
Rollerblade," is sponsored by the Aimatta Grotto of Dearborn, a 
Masonic fraternal organization, Proceeds will go to the Detroit 
Institute for Children for dental care for developmontnlly dis­
abled children. 

For pledge forms and information, call John Brown at (313) 
941-3475 or Bob Livingston at (313) 261-0983. 

Cable from page Al 

CLARIFICATION 
The score in the page Al of the 

April 20 Westland Observer was 
incorrect* 

It refloctod the score of tho 

boys' track meet instead of the 
girls'. Livonia Stevenson won the 
Lakes Division dual meet 76-50. 

B U R N SHL€ 
SHTUROnV, nPRIL Zfis;? 9 - 5 p . m 

Cabinets, Counter 
Cxterlor Doors, I 

Interior, 

MftPL€UJOOD LUMBER 
Rffordoblc Kitchen and Both 

6332 Middlebelt • Garden City • 422-0660 

Abbott, Westland's cable 
TV/community relations direc­
tor, said Tuesday. 

Residents received their rate-
hike information in mid-April, 
just two weeks before the price 
increases are supposed to 
become effective. 

The 76-cent rate hike for basic, 
satellite and mini-service follows 
a $1.74 increase that Continen­
tal imposed Feb. 1, resulting in a 
$2.50 jump in just three months. 

A slight dip in basic service is 
more than offset by increases for 
satellite and mini-service. 

The latest changes for basic, 
satellite and mini-service apply 
only to households connected to 
Continental's rebuilt system, the 
company indicated in a new rate 
'card. -

Continental has about 23,000 

SMITH 
LUMBER^ HARDWARE 

Come to H.A. Smith where 
you'll find the experts 

service 

LUMBER &H3»ROWARE Stimmtr Hours; AiT, W, F 7 AM> 9:)0 pm; tk.lm 
•V/..••-.•:•• ,,SM, 9im >3M^X&MStttutoy '-- •'" 
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subscribers in Westland. An esti­
mated 54 percent of households 
will be linked to the rebuilt sys­
tem by the end of April, joining a 
new channel line-up, Westland 
Cable Commission Chairman Ed 
Turner said. 

Continental is gradually shift­
ing all subscribers to the new 
system, meaning all customers 
would eventually face the rate 
hikes. 

All customers already would 
face increases for hourly services 
charges ($28.52 to $37), now 
unwired installation ($30.50 to 
$37) and prewired reconnect 
instal la t ion ($17.76 to $25), 
among other services. ,-,-^, 

When subscribers began 
receiving their notices las t 
Thursday, they flooded Westland 
municipal cablo offices with 80 
calls in about four hours, Abbott 
said. 

"It has tapered off some since 
then," she said. 

City officials havo repeatedly 
noted that they have little con­
trol oyer cable rates and that 
complaints should be directed to 
Continental, The company phone 
number is (313)277-8750. 

However, efforts could be 
made to block the price increases 
if Plante & Moran's study finds 
that Continental^ rates exceed 
the FCC formula; 

A Continental representative 
wasn't available for comment 
Tuead,ay.;':;'' 

Westland residents have previ­
ously voiced frustration about 
rates that they view as too high. 
Many cable subscribers are 
hopeful of increased cable com­
petition in Westland. 

Some, residents have written 
the FCC and other agencies 
about what they consider unfair 
rates. Westland suhscribeir Patri­
cia Hass noted in a recent letter 
that Her caljle ra tes have 
climbed from $12 to $30 m "a 
few short.years,'1 

Hass noted tha t r e s iden t s 
were led to believe that cablo 
reform would bring lower rates. 
Instead, prices "have done noth­
ing but climb," she said. '•'".-{•' 

Hass wrote that her family is 
on a fixed income and has to 
*atch oxpenses.carefully. She 
called the increases "outrageous" 
and said the average family can­
not afford them. 

Has* Mild she recalls a tiime 
when cable rates were low and 
service standards were high. 

"What hapj>*n«d tothat?^ she 
asked, addlnglater that she 
objects to price ^gouging": that 
coul4 eviBntually make cable a 
serVics affordable only by tho 
Wealyvy^ - /'•;:•<:•.•'.•': 
:: Following are some of the 

: other rate increases that could 
take effect May ii v,; 

• Aj» additiona] outlet instal-
Ut iba ; or relwation would 
increase from $12,60 to $15 if 
cottjpl^fd along with other ser-' 
vlpe; The fate would increase 
from $19.75 to $24 if CoiitinenUl 
ernplqjreet made a special trip,;: 

; • A VCR, ampHfler. or con» 
yerter.installation #oul<l jump 
from $7::¼ $0 if completed with 
other serviwe, A separate trip 
for th« service wottld see a price 
increase from $14,26 to $J8, 

K.-. ':•*'•• '• ,':.v-:- : > • . : : : : ' • : : * " • •''•-•/••: \ 
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