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. More on flood Westlands

| - municipal insurer has patd

$500,000 into the pot for sewer
~ flood damages from more than .
two months ago. But money has
~ yet to be released /A3

o Oplnlon Enough wamng Its
. time to move. ahead on ﬂood
- issues. /A18

- guy in a real estate. transactzon
no matter whether you are the

e ‘buyer or the seller. / F:I.

‘Homs& Service ) yd_l_
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¢ stood:
o Wayne digtrict:
' "counts of emhezzling.

; :f?'entered o1 his behaif. -

land Parks & Recreatzon director, awaits -

‘arraignment Tuesday on embezzlement charges =
in Wayne District Court. At rtght is htS attorney,r

John Thomas of Plymouth

: Bolng srrslgned "_Chuck Skene ‘(leﬂ) fir red West-'

© term if. conv:cted;

: f.:' charged. -

‘-Qter

-“A former mayoral vappoin toe

* in Westland was in court this -
. week, facing multiple counts.
’j‘ of embeulement,
: ~personal bond

Archbold released Skene_’,-
.;.on a'$5,000 personal bond” -
‘and. scheduled a May 14 .
prelinminary” henrmg that
- will determine whether he |
should stend trial on, the -
“charges.. ;
The: nrrmgnment was -

Lot Charles Skene, ﬁred as"’f
.-'-"-l'Westland arks and recre-:
¢ ation. dn'ector anid allega--
" tions he stole city. money,
mute Tuesday as a~

judge""held in Wayne-District -
:‘.‘jccéurt l:‘eeauslef}\'estrlland

- judges disqualified them: -
A not guilty plea was;_ selves from hearmg the cnse.f

-arraigned him on'five felox\) )

Skone, 46, could fsce a
‘-maxnmnm 10 -yoar. prrson

5 One’ week at‘ter Mayor
' Robert. Thomas fired- him, -
- Skene appeared calm as -
- Wayne District Judge Car--
~olyn Archbold: errmgned B
~him on charges of embez- -
“zling nioney from the city-
- Tun Bailey Recrentron Cen-f 2

of a city official. -

‘.-jon ‘allegations” that he
‘embezzled: hundreds of dol- .
‘lars froni the. Bailey: Recre- :
“ation Center-from Aug. 7

1996, to April 12 this year. !

- Outside of the: courtroom,‘
. ‘Skene declined to comment

““L really would like to *
- commient, but I onnt 2 he"
smd S *
Skene ‘a Westlnnd resi
.'_dent hed been emplosed as

;,sinuler posrtron m Ply-

tions of embezzling.” - i

“showed that Skene i§. -
_charged with five counts of
taking niore ‘than $100 from
the Bailey Recreation Cen: s
~ter-and a therapeuitic: boostw-, o5 )
er program based there. '
Upon- conviction, embez L
2ling is punishiable by up ta .
‘a.10-year prison. term and a o

- $5,000 fine. -

.. Skene told Archbold thst .
v e ig now ‘employed by -

~ Comma Conimunications of =
/Plymouth, affiliated with
. The Commumty Cner newsv :

per

Please see W‘E

Youth pulls grandfather from rough seas

BY DARRELL CLEM
STA}F\VRHYR

PEOPl.E

A 18 -year-old Westland boy has

noon, "Skene's attorney - [ "
‘waived the reading of a wars - 1"
“rant from. county prosecus’
““tors that contains. ellegae o

- But a copy. of the warrenb
_-read -by the Observerg‘

the qxtys psrks md ﬁéx‘e,«j A
'_'.shon dmector smce Feb 8 R R
4 . He. ormery hel a0
eisfreeon-‘- -
.___;'z-mouth e RN
Al court Tuesday et‘terv R

Oﬂicnatly, Skene was ﬁted '
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PLACES & FACES

\ Town Hall meotlng

- Westland Mayor Robeit Thomas will host

N h:s next Town Hall Meetlng 7. p.m. Thursday,
~'May 8, at the Senior Resource Department -
Fnendshrp Center, 1119 N. Newburgh south

 of Ford Road.

For mformatlon call (313) 467 3200

| Fleld trips offered NS D
‘ Staﬁ‘ers at the Bailey Recrentlon Center pool o

_ and waterslide sre offering end-of-the- school
year. field trips for students to learn about -

watershde and lunch and playtlmo m the .

park.
Cost is $4 per student chlldren must bo at

vations, call pool supervisor Debbio Lindqulst |

~8t722.7620 or 696-2303.

s {Summer hlklu%O el
- "Kida can Jearn about hrkmg, usmgacom~ e
~ pass and what to take with them intothe .~~~

woods during a haiids-on, fun-filled hour of:
- games and discussions 11 a.m.to noon Satur-

] 8123 Central C)ty Parkway, south ofWerren N -

: Road

‘L".:' room inside the Jibrary in case of rain; .- - -
“The vent is co-sponsored by the Westland

'__;clm leaders namod

Jessica Joyce and Holly Ksys hsvo bsen

“Time for spring closnln( or cettinc rid of

T items that n ?. Spaces are still snﬂsble
Y. cm;n;uw Gm S i
oot e ean Weetiand JEH
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become a family hero since he pulled
his drowning grandfather to shore
from rough waters off of Florida’s
“west coast last week.

Jesse Williams, a Marshall Middle
School seventh-grader, saved his 65-
year-old grandfather, Ed Smigelski
of Dearborn Heights, during an

April 22 incident that almost turned

"o family vacation into tragedy,

“That’s my hero," Smigelski said

Monday, one day .after: the family

‘returned to Mrchrgen from a week-;

long vacation:

Jesse and his’ grandfather had" '
‘ been horsing around in §-foot waters-
' - on & beach near St. Petersburg when
a large wave knocked Smrgelekr@

down.

i § couldn’t get up,” the grandfa S
- ther, a Michigan Bell retrree, said. *I- .
-started tumbling over and over, and -

"I woke up on the shore. I was like a
‘beached whale.”

Jesse didn’t immediately realize
that his grandfather was in trouble,

because the two of them had been’

joking around in the whters.

“Then the waves kept going overr
- his head, and I could see that he was
*d - spitting up water,” Jesse said, “Then

. his lips started turning purple, -and
“he wasn't talking ‘to me, anymore. 1
'knew then that somethmg was
wrong e ’
' Jesse remembers httle about the

‘rescue

was in the water but closer to ehore :

when her son rescued her father.

. “The water was real rough,” she -

recalled. "The undertow was so bad

that my dad couldn't get up after he

fell. The water would go over hun

‘and’ then he would come back up,.
" Then he would go under again.

“Josse was renl calm when he .
pulled him out,” she said.”.

- Someone nshore eumn\oned med‘
‘ical help, but- Slmg‘:alskl B
- regained consciousness
v ‘.‘~|l'§scue workers nrrmzd ta: attend
. him ‘
) drdn‘t renlly th\nk about how to
‘do it; I just did it,” he said. “I.was:
ﬁkmd of ehocked after n; was all
",‘over :

’I‘he tWO had been vacahomng
with Jesse’s parents, Sharon and -

had‘
y the time:

Jesse, v'wno welghs 130 pounde and
stands ‘about 8:foot-9, said he

doesn’t recall; whether he had & diffi-
eult time” rescmng hig 200-pound

; grandfather
_‘g‘rabbmg a. hand he doesnt know

‘He Just remembers: -

Joaewuﬂm—-savodhh

e then I don t remember a thrng untrl_ 9

"New state lawsup the ante for drunken drlvers"

| '_Br KnmmmMonrsoN ‘

B O least age b and 48 mches tall to use the. wator--: L
| slide. Dates available are May 27-30, June 2.8
" “and June 9-13. For more mformation Or reser: -

| -+ The class for elementary school ags childron NN
iy free and will be held in.the Performance - - -] .|
Pavilion behind the }ibrary, or'in the meetmg e

’ - Parks and Recreation Department, the llbrary i B
“ .| -and the SOLAR Club; which standa for School - | /'] -
B ﬂofOutdoor Lesdmhlp, Adventure and Recre-

; ._atxon SORRE _ LT

Dnving drunk is a costly gamble o
" Nét only do impaired drivers run the nsk of los-

| ing their-licenses and causing death. or’serious -
“ o injury, beginning April 1, convicted offénders
~water safety, and-to enjoy use of the. pool’ nnd ‘

' J‘game theu‘ automaobile. -

" . The new laws, Public Acts 490- 493 call for geria-
: _rous ramifi¢ations for the convicted drunken dris - s———— .
“'ver, repeat offerider and minor with the most sig- B
‘| nificant consequénce bemg the seizure and fort‘ox»ﬁﬂkl “I'm hot sure enough t:me hﬂs been uwested
fure of their velilcle, ~ /-
|- ‘While the mtentxon of the laws is to arm- the
1. judicial system with anotheér too) in the battle - .
" against driving drunk, some questiona have been
; ;{)oaed regardmg the thoroughness of the leglsla--_”
~tion. |
| It remains to be seen- how emoothly this law-‘-'j
w1ll work " sald Weatland polrce Sgt 'l‘nn Abmm

{ “day, May. 3, at the Public Library, ofWestland 1 e

.Robert Wllllams Sharon erhams D

_to determine the resources and availability of
:people necessary ta fully’ 1mplement thege laws.”

- passed making these law. .

Plesse see

| ;l q would ¢um In mostcmo n
“will be the opinion of the Judge,
_hased on the severity of the inck-
~dent, as to: vmoﬂm a vshlclo would
ol!' IIIEZINI RS .f;ff’

. _could permanently lose an expenslve stake i the“ ,

Sgt sz Abramskz, -
TN -——Westlandgohce

“In Westland;. local ordmances ha\e yet to be

Abramski, a forfeiture: suthonty in tho nar-

“cotica dwrsion of the: department said time and -

energy-spent mvest\gntmg ‘and’ prosecutlng an -

mﬂ Eramttsﬁmonvocstton .

enfonement agEncy and legnl counsel

“#It's'niot’ always known the time. constramts, S
g nddmonnl paperwork and costs to municipalities

* fo make use of what people perceive to be a'good
Jaw,” said District Judge Gail. Mcnght of West- ‘
lnnd‘s 18th District Court.

“There is'a’ tremendous number of very tcchm
cnl and ‘detailed processes involved ..

Losing your oar

Specifies of the acts allow’ nuthormes to seize . U
nnd forfeit a vehicle for a first conviction, war: . "
“rantless arrest for drunken drivers stopped or .
-‘isleepmg on' the rondsrde. and the impounding of

v chicles driven by mineérs to transport alcotiol,

f SOrtlng mall;

= land, sorts-mail.’

: post office with hzs o
. sorting partner.

. students are parucr»;-
patingina post
..office program, .

‘f‘i’.a.‘wzth the Westland
- post office. For a-

‘tos, please tum to

Plense see OUIL. AIO ]

" guickly at the. Hayesf?f .

<-done in coopemtzoni T

o o [ -

P

. with the
'greetest nmount of the burden plncod on the .,
'pohce S e

- "Also, judges have the ablhty to seize acar. nfter e
e second m\pslred convrction wrthm seven years,‘ R

“individual knd seizure of the vehicle:places a con- . v .
_ ,slderable burden on the c0urt. systom, Iocal lnw S

They dellver - Ly

. Michael M:azgow- A PR
:’j'zcz, a fourth-grader . -
" at Hayes Elemen-." - 1. . .
tary School in- West N B

- Lauren Lang These

atory and moré pho- | 1.

- puge A
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