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Great Strides: It was like a bad 
movie for Brendan and Donna 
Ronayne when they were told 
their daughter had cystic fibrosis, 
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ly and friends to support research 
for a cure./Bl 
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Victim was a friend and leader 

Role-play 
Residents attempt 
to balance budget 

BY DIANE HANSON 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Some 25 residents from Congresswoman Lynn 
Rivers 13th Congressional District gathered at the 
Friendship Center in Westland Sunday to offer opin
ions on federal spending and to try their hand at 
reducing the $5.3 trillion debt by balancing the bud
get. 

Those who attended the Debtbu9ter Town Meeting 
presented a wide variety of viewpoints on the beat way 
to balance the federal budget. 

The participants ranged in age from teen-ager to 
senior citizen. 

"Hopefully, the people will have a better under
standing and come away with- a clearer sense of how 
the budget works and I will have a better understand
ing of what my constituents want," Rivers said. 

The meeting was facilitated by The Concord Coali
tion, a nonpartisan national budget-balancing organi
zation and sponsored by River's office; several similar 
meetings are being held throughout the district. 

But those at the Debtbuster workshop had to make 
their own difficult choices. 

Under Sunday's scenario, they were members of 
Congress — during a re-election year — with just two 
hours before the end of the fiscal year to develop a 
program that would result in a balanced budget by the 
year 2002. 
; The "Congress-for-a-day" was given real options 
with real numbers and four sections to work on: 
domestic discretionary spending, international and 
defense spending, entitlement programs such as Medi
care and Social Security, and revenue*. They had to 
consider options in raising taxes and tax cuts. 

"I want to see all of the entitlement programs not 
eliminated, but restructured," said Hazel Whitman 
from Northville. The wealthy do not need to be on 
"Medicare and they are now forced to be on Medicare." 
' The third-grade Garden City teacher said she was 
concerned about the amount of tax the next genera
tion would be forced to pay. 

Westland resident Don Bolen, a retired teacher, 
offered a 3Q-iecond cure to the Medicare dilemma. 
Rather than taxing the seniors' Social Security income 
for the general fund, he suggested the money should 
be put into Medicare. 
: Td rather hara'H «° to Medicare than the general 
!Ux fond,* he said. Til pay mar*. It doeeri't bother me. 
Fm. not doing it tor me. I care about the future of this 
.fcountry. t love thi* couiitty.* 

Also concerned about Medicare was Jim Heter from 
. 1 don't know how you can have a capital gain 
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• Family and friends of 
Douglas Corbeil shared 
memories of him this 
week, following a tragic 
Saturday boating acci
dent in which the former 
John Glenn high School 
defensive back was 
killed. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAKK WRITER 

B etween tears, 
Douglas Cor-
boil's mother 

and friends man
aged occasional smiles and faint 
laughter Monday afternoon as they 
remembered his passion for life and 
hiB unshakablo loyalty to those he 
loved. 

Reminiscing inside the Karle 
Street house whore Corbeil grew up, 
his mother, Joyce, and a handful of 
his closest friends mourned the for
mer John Glenn High School defen
sive back who savored every day for 
the new adventure it could bring. 

"Doug lived the fullest life of any 
31-year-old I've ever seen," his moth
er said. "He was just thio best." 

He also was the youngest of her 
seven children, and his tragic death 
during a Saturday night boating 
accident in Monroe County leaves a 

sudden void. 
Even so; Joyce Corbeil - who lost 

her husband to cancer in December 
- has tried to show courage and 
bravery for her son's many friends, 
especially Kevin Mann, 33, who was 
driving the boat that hit a reef and 
flipped onto a roadway in Berlin' 
Township. The accident broke Dou
glas Corbeil's neck. ' 

Mann drove hy the Corbeil resi
dence several times Monday before 
he could muster the courage to face 
Joyce Corbeil. 

"He is an absolute wreck," she 
said. "I feel very, very bad for him. 
He is such a nice, dependable young 
man. This was an accident." 

Douglas Corbeil's friends seemed 
to take comfort in knowing that, 
when he died, he was ervjoying him-< 
self with two friends andlus girl
friend, 24-year-old Jill Ann Patter
son. She remains hospitalized-for 
injuries she suffered during the acci
dent, but is expected to recover.; ^ *' 

Joyce Corbeil said her youngest 
child was, by nature, a risk-taker. 
He thought nothing of skydiving or 
rafting in rough waters. 

Popular in Bchool, Douglas Corbeil 
played defensive quarterhack at 
John Glenn High and, after gradua
tion, returned to help as an assis
tant coach.'He also served as head 
junior varsity football coach in Gar-

Douglae CorbeH 

den City and coached at the former 
Stevenson Junior High. 

"Doug was a hard worker who had 
a great .attitude," Glenn head foot
ball coach'Cftuck Gordon said Tues
day.'*He always brought a positive 
spirit that was always upbeat. You 
knew every day that you would get 
his best." 

Corbeil attended Eastern Michi
gan University but didn't receive a 
degree. He drove a truck for United 
Parcel Service in Ypsilanti for 12 
years. '. • 

Please see FAMILY, A4 

Boat mishap 
claims one life> 
injures three 
B Y D A X R HJ LCU* 
srrwit Warns* 

A Westland man who drove a 
boat that struck a reef and 
flipped upside down onto a 
secluded Monro* County road
way ran three miles for hslp fol
lowing a Saturday night acci
dent, authorities said. 

BuU Sl«ye«r-ol& passenger 
Douglas Joseph Corbeil — a 
Westland man trapped under 
the stem side of the 28-t\x>t boat 
— was dead when authorities 
arrived on the scene of the 10:15 
p.m. accident* Monroe County 
Sheriff* Department Sgt. Tom 
Hudson said* 

Kevin Brian Mam\. the 88-
year-old driver of the boat, sur
vived along With passengers 
Thomas Edward Luxton, 25, of 
Westland and Jill Ann Patter-

, Please see ACCIOCNT, A4 

O B S E R V E R H O N O R 8 
A L i - S T A R S 

BY BETH SUNDRLA J A C K M A N 
STATF WRITE* 

They are the local students with 
the best grades and with the best 
test scores. 

They are on their way to top col
leges and universities. They have 
received scholarships and honors -
and they've been selected for yet 
another honor. 

Meet 18 of the brightest, most-
accomplished metro area high 
school seniors, the 1997 Observer 
Academic All-Star Team. Your 
newspaper today includes a special 
section devoted to the 1997 Observ
er Academic All-Star Team. A 
group of area high school princi* 
pal* met in March to tabulate the 
winners baaed on their test scores 
and grade point averages. 

Students named 
Here Is an introduction to stu

dents who have worked for years to 
reach this point. Chosen from nom-

StAff PIOTO I t SIMON tlMBUt 

All-Star Team: Left to right starting at front row: Andrea 
Piatt, Angkana Roy; second row, Brooke Kilyttnek, Ryan 
Schrieber, Christopher Parrott; third row, Hillary Whitcomb, 
Jennifer Yen, Jerico Collins, Stephen Smith, Allison Jones, 
and Brian Qodfrey; back row, AbhikShah, Michael Nye, 
Jenny McIJevitt, Ann* Aristeo and Brian Decken Not pic- ", 
tured with group are Jennifer Lyons and William Chapin. 

inees from local public and private 
high schools, this year's team 
includes: Angkana Roy of Ply
mouth Canton High School, Brian' 
Decker of Plymouth Salem High 
School, Christopher Parrott of 
Detroit Catholic Central in Redford 
Township, Michael Nye of Livonia 
Churchill, Abhik Shah of North 
Farmington, Stephen Smith of 
John Glenn, Brian Godfrey of Ply-, 
mouth Canton, Ryan Schrieber of 
Detroit Catholic Central, Jennifer 

Yen of North Farmington, Brooke 
Kilyanek of Livonia Churchill, 
Hillary Whitcomb of Livonia 
Stevenson, Allison Jones of, Mercy, 
Jerico Collins of Redford Thurston, 
William Chapin of Plymouth 
Salem, Anne Aristeo of Livonia 
Stevenson, Jennifer Lyons of John 
Glenn, Andrea Piatt of Farmington 
Harrison and Jenny McDevitt of 
Mercy. 

Roy, a Plymouth resident, plans 
to major in English and biology at 

the University of Michigan, Her 
career choice is pediatric medicine. 
" Roy says her parents brought her 

up tc* work hatd in school. "They 
instilled the work ethic in me," she 
said. 

Roy, who is co-president of the 
Key Club and vice president of the 
National Honor Society and Stu
dent Council at Plymouth Canton, 
says extracurricular activities have 
given her. a broader perspective. 
For example, the work she has 
done with the Key Club to help 
other people is, Iteally rewarding.3* 
Extracurricular activities get stu
dents' involved in activities they 
wouldn't normally be involved in if 
they just went to school, she said. 

Strong .work ethic 
Decker K also of Plymouth, plans • 

to study computer science at Iowa > 
State University or pre-medicine at 

Pl«ws*> s*e AU.4TAM, At) 
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New recreation director takes the helm 

.1 

BYDAJUtHJLCLIM 
STArrwjuTn 

. Former Westland municipal golf course manag
er Robert Kosowski has been named as the city's 
new parks and rscrestion director, replacing fired 
appointee Charles Skene. 

Kosowski, 3$, will sorve until January, whan he 
will be subject to reappointment following the 
Nov. 4 mayoral election. 

"He's a very hard worker,* Deputy Mayor 
George Gillies said. "He's very aggressive, He's 
very intelligent, and he will get the job done, 
whether it takes 24 hours or two hours,'* 

Kosowski, who grew up in Garden City, was 
named Skene's successor after Mayor Robert 
Thomas recommended him for Westland City 
Council confirmation on Monday night. 

Thomas fired Skene on April 22 amid allega
tions that Skene, 46, embezzled hundreds of dol
lars from the Bailey Recreation Center while he 
was parks and recreation director, 

Skene faces a,May 14 preliminary hearing in 
Wayne District Court to determine whether he 
should stand trial on five felony embezzling 
charges. He is free on a personal bond. 

Thomas had appointed Kosowski as interim 

parks and recreation director after firing Skene,, 
and Kosowski gained unanimous council support 
on Monday. 

Councilman Charles Pickering said he would 
have preferred that the city seek applicants for 
Skene's job, but he conceded that the job might 
spur little interest irv an election year. He also 
noted that the circumstance* of Skene's departure 
could keep some candidates away, ; -

Considering those factors, Pickering said that 
hiring Kosowski might be *the best way* to fill 
the parks and recreation poat, 
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City water-sewer fund raided for flood repairs 
By DARRKLL CLEM 
STAFTWIUTW 

A sharply divided Westland City 
Council has paid a $680,989 tab from 
companies that made emergency 
repairs to 402 north-end homes dam
aged during a Feb. 20-21 sower backup. 

The money will come from the city's, 
water-sewer fund - a move thai critics 
forir will force higher water-sewer rates 
cvtywido. 

. But Mayor Robert Thpmas and coun
cil monitors who sided with him said 
the bills can be paid without depleting 
the nearly $5 million wator^sewer fund. 

Moreover, they warned that the city 
hhd better pay the tab or rUn the risk of 
being rofusedservice in the event' of 
another emergency. 

In a 4-2 vote Monday night, council 
members chose to pay $5401670 to Inre-
con Insurance Reconstruction Co., 
$83,677 to Painter & Ruthonberg Inc. 
and $6,642 to Denmark Heating & 
Cooling. 

The bills stemmed from efforts to 
repair furnaces and other household 
appliances and to haul sewer-damaged 
belongings out of the Boulevard Gar
dens subdivision. 

Basements of 402 homes suffered an 
estimated $6 million to $7 million in 
damages from a sewer backup blamed 
on a sewer chamber that was improper
ly blocked by concrete. 

Insurance companies representing 
.sewer contractors,; an engineering firm 
and the city still haven't sealed an 
agreement to begin ropairing homes -

Flood insurance company names released 

M ayor Robert Thomas has 
released the names of insure 
ance carriers representing 

two construction firms and an engi
neering firm involved in Westlahd's 
spwer-8eparation project. 

Thomas issued the names of insur
ance carriers in his latest letter to res* 
idehts of 402 homes damaged, during a 
Feb. 20-21 sewer-system backup, 
blamed on a blocked sewer chamber. 

Thomas has become increasingly 
frustrated following weeks of negotia
tions aimed at building a pot of money 
between $6 million and $7 million to 
begin repairing damages homes. 

City officials have said that Mary

land Insurance Company, represent
ing Lanzo Construction Co., has 
refrained from releasing any money 
into the pot that has reached About 
$&,760,0QO. 

• tanzo's address 1B 2818.5 Groes-
beck Highway, Rpseyille, Mich., 
48066, (Earlier information provided 
to the Observer had indicated that 
Lanzo was based in Birmingham.) 
Lanzp's insurance carrier is listed as 
Maryiand Insurance Co., c/o Valenti, 
Trodec, Chandler, Schurr, Inc., P.O. 
Box 4960, 6054 Livernois, Troyi Mi., 
48098. 

• Another sewer contractor, Peter 
Basile & Sons Construction Co., has 

an address of 13000 Newburgh Road, 
P \0 . Box 532680, Livonia, Mieh,* 
48153-2530. Basile's insurance carrier 
ii listed as St. Paul Fire & Marine 
Insurance Co;, Federal Insurance Co., 
cVo Willis Corroon Corp. of Michigan, 
One towne Square, Suite 806, South-
field, Mi;, 48076. • / 

• The sewer system engineering 
firm of Orchard, Hiltz & McClirnent 
has an address of 34935 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Mich., 48150vThe company's 
insurance carrier is listed as C.N.A. 
Insurance Co., c/o Professional Under
writers Inc., P.O. Box 3139, Farming-
ton Hills, Mi., 48333. 

adding fuel to two class-action lawsuits. 
On Monday, council members Charles 

Pickering and Glenn Anderson voted 
against paying the $580,989 tab for 
emergency post-flooding repairs. How
ever, the payment won approval from 
council members Charles "TraV" Griffin, 
Sharon Scott, Sandra Cicirelli and 
Richard LoBlanc. Councilwoman Jus
tine Barns was absent. 

Pickering argued that the biil should
n't be paid from the water-sewer fund, 
possibly causing higher rates. He said 

the money should come from the city's 
$1.4 million General Fund surplus, 
which he compared to a "rainy day" 
fund.. 

"We had a rainy day, and I think 
that's where the money should come 
from," he said. 

> Griffin argued that the water-sewer 
fund is healthy. He also warned that, if 
officials ignore, the bills, "we'll never get 
anybody else to come out here and help 
us in case of an emergency." 

Griffin conceded that the city can't 

shejl out $6 million for post-flooding 
home repairs, but said it can afford to 
pay $580,989 for : a. afirst-strikeB 

response. 
Cicirelli, council president, said com

panies that responded to the emergency 
deserve to be paid. 

'They did the work; they're entitled to 
be paid," she said, adding that the city 
can still t ry to recoup the money in 
court from insurance carriers represent
ing contractors and engineering firms. 

The sewer backup occurred during a 

$10 million, federally mandated sewer* 
separation project that is continuing. 

Voicing opposition to paying the bills, 
Anderson said the city hasn't taken any 
measures to verify that the emergency 
response companies, performed, the 
extent of work that they claim, He sug< 
gested that the city should, at least, con
duct spot checks. , 

"I just think we should have done our 
jobAbetter as a city," Anderson said. 

'iTie rnayor noted that the city has no 
way to verify how rnahy hoursworkers 
spent inside hdriies for; repairs such as 
restartingfurnaces. 
" I feel comfortable with the bills," 

Thomas said, adding that he believes in 
the "honesty" of the companies that did! 
the work. 

Griffin said the companies wouldn't 
cheat the city because "they have a rep
utation to protect." 

Pickering questioned whether taxpay
ers should be expected to pay money 
from the water-sewer fund to coyer 
damages that they didn't cause. ; 

Meanwhile, City Attorney Angelo 
Plakas said negotiations are continuing 
amid hopes of reaching an agreement to 
begin paying for home repairs. 

Nearly 11 weeks after raw sewage 
damaged homes, residents have become 
increasingly frustrated waiting for 
repairs that officials originally pledged 
would be done in four to six weeks. 

Thomas h as said he sees no imminent 
resolution because there is little niore 
that the city can do to force insurance 
companies to reach an accord on paying 
for repairs. 

(-
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Cox withdraws, new commissioner named 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAKKWH1TKR 

A controversy surrounding the 
nomination of Wayne-Westland 
school board member DaVid Cox 
to the Westland Planning Com
mission has ended. 

Cox announced Tuesday that 
he had withdrawn his name 
from consideration for a plan
ning commission seat, following 
possible conflict-of-interest alle
gations raised in January by 
some Westland City Council 
members. 

His announcement came one 
day after the council approved a 
now recommendation from 
Mayor Robert Thomas tha t 
Westland attorney Margaret 

? 
Lourdes be appointed to the 
planning commission for a three-
year term. 

Thomas said Wednesday that 
Cox requested weeks ago that 
his name be Withdrawn. 

Some council members raised 
concerns about the propriety of 
having two Wayne-Westland 
school board members seated on 
the nine-member planning com
mission. Wayne-Westland school 
trustee David James already 
holds a planning board post. 

In a Tuesday announcement, 
Cox said: "My desire is to serve 
my community in the most effec
tive way possible. The apparent 
atmosphere of conflict this nomi
nation has created is in no way 
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conducive to that goal, and, 
therefore, I have asked the 
mayor to withdraw my offer to 
serve." 

Cox added that his withdrawal 
shouldn't be viewed as a criti
cism of any council members 
but, rather, should be seen as 
"an attempt to avoid oven the 
appearance of any conflict or 
animosity whatsoever." 

Cox, a former two-year council 
member, was elected to the 
school board in June, 1996, after 
earlier losing his re-olection bid 
to the city council. 

On Tuesday, he thanked the 
mayor for having confidence in 
his abilities and for supporting 
his nomination to the planning 

OAKWOOD HEA 

A. Bala S 
Proudly 

Champa Dass 
Tb the Oak 

A. Bala/SeUy. M.D. and 
Oakwood Healthcare System 
are proud to announce a 
valuable new addition, 
Champa Dassanayake! M.D. -

Dr Setty, Board-Certified in 
Internal Medicine, has vast'••,-. • 
experience in the field of 
asthma treatment./for the '. 
past 20 years, he has provid
ed education concerning' .. 
treatment and prevention 
of asthma.; 

Dr Dassanayakc is an 
Internal Medicine physician 
who provides a range of . 
comprehensive healthcare 
services to hef patients 
Dr Dassanayakc received her 
medical degree from Kharkov 
Stale MedidaJ Institute In the 
U S S R , and completed her 
residency at Bon Secours 
Hospital Program, In Grosse 
Polnte. Dr. Dassanayake ^ n 

is fluent In both English 
and Russian 

"Dr Setty and Dr. Dassanayake 
are accepting new patients at 
their office located at 331*16 
Palmer Road, Westland, For 
an appointment, please call 
( 3 ( 3 ) 7 2 M 3 4 3 , 

Oakwood 
HMitftcurt Syitem 

commission. 
Council members such as 

Charles Pickering, Glenn Ander
son and Richard LeBlanc raised 
concerns in January that two 
school trustees shouldn't sit on 
the planning board. 

Meanwhile, Thomas' recom
mendation of Lourdes drew 
unanimous support from six 
council members attending a 
Monday meeting. Councilwoman 
Justine Bams was absent. 

Lourdes has a new law prac
tice in Westland. She was admit
ted to the state bar in Novem
ber, 1996, after receiving her 
degree from the Detroit College 
of Law at Michigan State Uni
versity. 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M^-

L^B^B^B^L^V^i^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^B^Br ' ^L^L^L^L^IrV' 

k̂ L̂ kr ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ V 

^mt- ••-.•••irry • 

L^HB ' '4*»'Sr*ir 
YjM . 

*^B 

Special pet Sab-
rina, a 11/2-
year-old black 
and white short-
haired female 
cat, is looking for 
a good home. She 
has tested nega
tive for feline 
leukemia and 
FIV, has all her 
shots and is 
spayed. Sabrina 
likes to have her 
belly rubbed and 
is good with other 
cats. Call the Cat 
Connection, a 
nonprofit organi
zation that res
cues cats from 
poundSi shelters 
and the streets. 
Call (810) 549-
4381 
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