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? :She’s speeigl,becc‘zaseg;; L
Susan Kenyon

needs of others before her own and is always
there for us through the good and bad. ‘

Cathy Relnke
Our mom is spécial because she always
buys-us presents when she. goes away,
" because she is so nice, and especxally because .
- she'loves us,

R Maxme Joseph -
My mothers my “footprints.” She’s by my
. side when.T need her and she carries me
when I fall She s my ‘ingpiration. I love her! =

‘ Dlana Siefers
Smce ‘mother died, my heart s emptmess
deepens
" my entire bemg aches for her fragrance,
her loving touch; - r
o and all the beauty that Was her life. ‘
T —Lafem Porter

' : - Ruth Barrera =
My mom’s the best because she gwes me ice -

very hard to gwe me the things'I'need.”
G —Carla Mane Barrem 7

A

Our mother is special because she puts the o

——sz and Mtchelle Kenyon

- ’——Angela.‘Remke and El!zabeth Remke ‘

: ~Ehzabeth Joseph |

By DARRELL CLEM -
STAFF WRITER ,

Framatone Connectors Interna-

-tional, the largest supplier to Ford
" Motor Co.'s Europe operations,
~ plans to build a $6.5 million facility
. in Westland — the ¢ompany’s pre-.

mier. U.S. site for autometive work.

The plan comes eight months after
the France-based corporation bought
a 35-year-old Westland business,,
“Interlock, to form Framatone Con-
-nectors Interlock, or FCI. - L

- FCI's new 175,000- square foot
plant and corporate headquarters

- will be built on a 13-acre site on the. .
'|. north sideé of Ford Road, ivest of Hix.
~The company wilt gradually add.
150 new. jobs, marking a 60 percent
increase over its current 300 . US, :

employees; senior v1ce presxdent
Robert Peterson said. .

“Itsa blgger coup than many. peo
ple realize,” Peterson, a Canton
'I‘ownshlp resrdent said Wednesday

e “It wxll be a world class t‘acrhty

sl A e o N .

Westland city officxals saxd they are R O
‘thrilled that Framatone Connectors Inter— . a

3 ?e lock is expanding and consolidating its -~
_operations here, The new plans could
b)urg some 150 new jobs to the area.

P ; calt 5910500,
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Peterson sold - Interlock to Frama-l - (s

tone Connectors in September. FCI

employees make automotive eléctri-

cal components and earn  $6 to $60

an hour for a wide variety of jobs . [

and skill levels, Peterson said.

Company officials hope to: launch - §
‘the first phase of the new facility in
September and complete the overall
‘ pro;ect sornetlme m 1999 Peterson‘

_M)n Monday, an enthusmstlc West~

‘land City Council approved a slte

“plan for the pro;ect

~ “This is going to be a ma)or devel
opment: for our commun;ty, Coun’
ciltman Richard LeBlanc said. .

man Glenn Anderson said." |
The new building will consohdate-

“FCI’s current operations at three.:
‘separate local facilities. In West-

land, the conipany has ifs main

jplant and ‘headquarters on Marie
and its warehouse on Hix.Road. FCI
. also has a sales and marketmg oft'xce

Swr PHOTO BY SHARON u:Mo:tx

OId plant' F CI cdmpany oﬁ‘iczals pldn to expand consolidate
_-opetations and open a new facility in Westland. Although the
- Observer was.invited inside to photograph the company’s cur+
rent operation on the city’s west side, officials: Frzday changed

“ PHe new. venture. marks a huge

“gtep for FCl-inte U.S.-based automo-
tive operations, Peterson said. The -
‘company chose Westland, in part, - -
because of its- proxumty to the auto"

1ndustry, he said.

--eréam -and-: sheaﬁxes_myhbocboos "She. works_ ane

Lorame Bratcher
lts simple. My best friend, stern but sup-
port1ve Always. ready to listen and help if
needed. Funny, snullng, ny buddy my fnend
alwaysl My mom.
—Cheryl M tchels

Grace Kottyan
. I belleve my mother is-an extremely specral
mother, woman and friend. ‘She has such an
- amazing heart and strength it shows me"
first- hand an at home mspxratlon
. CooT R —Gaxl Kottyan

Nancy Dunford
Not only 18 she: the glue that. keeps our fam-
; 1ly stuck ¢losely together she is, the hght that

> shmes in; each of us,
SR -—~Glor1a Dunford

Julle Jones
My mom is special to me because she has
always been there for me. No matter what 1"

dld wrong, she always had faith in'me.
. Txnle rm:) f‘-t ndi Jnnpe

T_Interestmg—~ SR

" AGiverof Courage, Empathy & Passxon

' Lms Peters
She gave us- the wor]d and now she S gone
‘Becatise of her loveé] in our hearts she lives
on Heavenly Mother's Day, Mom Petera! -
—Robert Peters and famtly
o Elsre chk
> Everyone 8 mom
-.Loving. -
. ‘Sincere
. Isalways there
o Encouragmg
‘Devoted

‘leanzema,;_.rla w“-ve”i'iv

G Westlandf-Shoppmg Center,

thetr mmds and would only allow an outszde shot
“It’s good for our city,” Councxl-;i a7 R

i Lwonla . ‘plemented by an FCI manufacturmg ,

plant in Boyne City and by a techni-

_cal center in BrecksvnlleNOhlo, T
‘Peterson said.

FCI has operations in 32 countries
and is the largest suppher to Ford

WeStland operatlons aIso are com-

“_‘ c ,ool e ect o‘n chart page A3

e

_*Children come ﬁrst“'"‘"“" T
Kmdhearted and thoughtful
Happy Day, mom and grandma
-—-Barbara and famzly

S Susan Mame LaPeer
S -'My Mother
- -'Stern-but Forglving
- - encouraging, NOT overbeanng
. ... Understands Trial & Error
", My Foundation — A Restmg Place

o - Encompassmg All — My Mother.
. -—Jenmfer LaPeer

S Rita Manntng
I don’t know what I can write about my
- mom that won’t take.a book to hold. She's the

greatest mother in. the whole world,
—-Jamle Mannmg
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|/ Classificd Index 12 |NewHomes ¥ | |
| Automotive " " J4 | Home& Service:. Ja | |
+{ . Crossword -GS !_‘:Crin}_ewatch T
"'Jl)l)l!‘.' Coo T -HR ‘_Calendar A8
_Realsstate 7 G1 | MovieGuide 4. |
‘_'Rentalo -G8 | Sports R
HOW 10 REACH us
| ', Newsroom 313-953-2104
X Newsropm Fax: 313-591-7278|
1 E lnaﬂ newsroom@oeonttne com|
A.l7 7 -Nightline/Sports: 313-983-2104}

- Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042

Classif ed Advertising: 313-591-0900; {
D;spfay Advertising: 313-691-2300] -
Home Dehvery 313-591—0500

BYKIMBERLYA.MORTSON RS .-';g«-,
'STAFP WRITER B

W babies in stock at.any given time including some of -

the last few months.

natmg force behind store traffic,

. Beck; general manager of Johnny Lemas in West--
x ’land a_nostalgia retailer that deals’in high-end mer-
.| | chandise’ such as juke boxes and classical memorabils
| ia, added the bean-filled animals to his. collectible-line. -
" of merchandise in October, and how. says its the doml-r. o

’ "'-;hmlted productlon, 50 Ilook to pnvate collectors to"_ 5

| —— usinessman Jlm Beck has mvested some- sen-v ;' ;_the’most'soughtaftercharacters long- retlred from NS
- ous money. in the Beanie Babies frenzy- whose . '

pop ulanty , he: says has multlp h ed 100 fOld 1n__:__: ‘of characters with the: netwérk of pnvate collectors .
"~ he's"establishied rather than ¢ontinuing-to anticipate
~the random dellvery schedule mamtamed by 'I‘y Co ;.

store shelves. : .
Beck: credits hls ablhty to. mamtam a hearty supply‘_

Behnie Babie manufacturera, = .. - .
The Westland entreprenéu - noted a recent newspa-‘ ‘

per artlcle on:Ty Co., founder. Ty Warner, who |
.. attributes. his'success’ to & whimsical. dehvery sched 1

- “It's'like playing the stock. market sald Beck “l ;"‘jule that keeps demand up and supply down. .

: ‘jhave invested everything'l have in Beame Babies.”

' “I-can’t get regulsr shipments from Ty because of

Please see EXPANDING, Al

. uewe:edoosenerandsavean. 1
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‘As the. June 9 Wayne Westland ‘

school board election draws closer,
..some challengers’ are accusing
] mcumbents of being unresponsive to
i1 ‘ ' : - S e, AN srmPemnerMJacole A
CollectlbieS' Beanze Babzes contznue to be the rage and Johnny Lema s, a Westland col
| . lectible store, claims the largest selection of the beanbag toys in the country: The local
store is gettmg hundreds of dollars for some of the rettred characters .

issues and concerns ralsed by d
trict residents. co D
“Even one mcumbent Mathew -

McCusker, said.
“he beheves that
- a majority of his = |
| - colleagues mis-
. handled situa-

ntinues |

has: 1o less than 100 000 1
’four—year ternis are McCusker, |
~board-president Patricia Brown, for- ...k
- mer hoard dppointee Ed ’I‘urner and " |
-political hopefuls Gary Green, Jack "

~.Stange and Marshall Wright. ' ‘

‘tions such as'the. 7
renaming . of.an - ' g .
ffelementary - ‘
"'school '

Competmg for two seats that carry

~Winners will join board holdoyers L

- David Cox, Debra Fowlkes, David :
| ‘James, Robln ‘Moore. and Martha; ¥
» Pltsenbarger e
In separate mtervxews at Observer N I
offlces candidates responded to - |
‘_"‘questions posed by the newspaper .
- and also raised issues of their own.
"_-They also provided written answers .

-1 - Making the ¢laim they have the largest selection. ﬁi :
‘ _"the Umted States, Johnny 8 Lema s located mslde:,‘,’-._‘ e

I to a ser1es of other questlons fea-
Please seo BOARD RACE, A3_’ B
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= Lwoma cop wins top honor e

BYMARIECHES’I’NEY LT A e
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. phone ¢all from the man he. had helped.”.

Lwonm police officer since 1988.

& job exceptionally well done. .

“metital honor, the Chief of Police Award.

Taig ofWest]nnd

“have done the same thing. Livonia is the sev:

" “pnth safest c1ty becausge of the- Qua]tty of the By
ofllcers who workhem. il N e

Top coP thanked for 11fesaV1ng

«-up to,where the man sat, 40 feet off the = -
ground on a fenced walkway at-Hix and Ann -

Arbor 'I‘ra1l near Washmgton Elementary‘.‘;

;‘T'School '

A week atter he stopped a smcxde attempt .
Livonia: pohce officér Ronald Taig got & tele-i;

“He called to thank me, to téll me he had a’

lot of personal problents, and that he was ln,..“pu_]ump

therapy,” said Taig, a Westland resldent andlg

feet danglmg He sald ‘Don t come closer or;’ .

- a8 close as he could,~He then talked whlle' St
- his partnet, Ofﬁcer Ron Warra, went to'a "
"nearby store to buy some pop. - The officers - -
planned to hand the soda to-the mani. as.a;

“Tor gomg beyond what a Livoma ‘police-
HofﬁCor is expected to do in the ling of duty,
‘Livonia police Chief Michacl Murray recent-- -
ly gave Taig his own personal thank-you for' .

At Livonia police merit award ceremomes,

' _-onto him, pinning him agalnst the top of the. ot
w8 Murray awarded Haig with the top depart- !

fence and prevénting hint from moving,

“I ‘felt honoréd the department found me -
worthy to get the award,” said Taig, a 1986 -
graduate of John Glenn ngh School and a -

11993 grnrluate of Madonna University in
- 'Livonia. He is the son of Lenard and Pat,

top of the walkway: In. domg 80, Talg fell:.
‘about nine feet onto concrete, injuring his,

“But any one of our 140 ofﬁcers would. A'to an cniployee for the performanco of an: .’

To stop the potentxal SlllClde, Talg ollmbed -

““The man had chmbed to the top, with hls"‘ L

After clambmg up to the walkway, Talg got' o

ruse. - . S
‘As the man grahbed the soda Talg rolled A

Officers Warra and 'l‘lmothy McG:llwdryl:
pulled both Taig and the man down from the: " - |

knee. The officers transported the man.to a - |
psychiatric clinic for treatment. ;.
“The Chief of Police Award is only- lssued'

exceptional meritorious service involving a;
uni ue responsibility- beyond that which
d normally be expected Murray sald |
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