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COUNTY & REGION 
Education: People are learning 
the value of the Rouge River but 
more involvement is needed, say 
officials who met at the Universi­
ty of Michigan-Dearborn to turn 
another page on the $1 billion 
Rouge River National Wet Weath­
er Project./A5 

REAL ESTATE 

Better get movln': It's time to 
make arrangements with the peo­
ple who will help you move into 
your new home./Fl 
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as adult 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRJTER 
. A Detroit teen-ager is charged with trying to kill a 
14-year-old Marshall Middle School student who was 
stabbed four times May 8 in a field behind the school, 

Timothy White, 16, has been charged with assault 
with intent to murder amid allegations tha t he 
stabbed-seventh-grader Neil Young, who survived 

wounds to his spleen, his 
right leg and his left arm; 

White, being charged as 
an adult, faces a prelimi­
nary examination today, 
May 22, in Westland 18th 
Di8trict,Court. The hearing 
will determine whether he 
should stand trial. 

White became the fifth 
suspect when he was 
arraigned Friday. Four 
other male juveniles 
already had been arrested 
on the same charges and 
placed in a Wayne County 

. youth home. 
; "I feel like it's a miracle 

that the police got them all, " t h e victim's mother, 
Mary Young; said Tuesday. "It should be a pretty cut 
and dried case. I have faith in Our criminal justice sys-
tenii and I believe that these boys should be in prison 
for quite awhile. ; „ 

Please see STABBING, A8 

• 1 have faith In 
our criminal Jus­
tice system, and I 
believe that these 
boys should be in 
prison for quite 
awhile. That's 
where they 
belong/ 

Mary Young 
—victim'smother. 
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Wayne-Westland school trustees will 
review a new anti-discrimination policy 
after hearing concerns Monday. Some 
parents believe the policy will prompt the 
district to teach about homosexuality. 

homosexual lifestyles. 
Supporters say the policies aren't 

curriculum-oriented but are. merely 
a way of protecting gays from dis­
crimination and harassment - much 
like other minorities who are pro­
tected on t„he basis of race, religion, 
national origin, marital status and 
other characteristics. 

Donald Mullett, pastor of Garden 
City Christian Center, said during a 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school board 
policies aimed at protecting gay stu­
dents and employees from discrimi­
nation and harassment have fueled 
a heated backlash from parents; 

Critics fear the new policies don't 
reflect community values and will 
lead to classroom teachings about 

Monday night school board meeting 
that he fears gay struggles could be 
taught alongside lessons in slavery 
and the Holocaust, He also said the 
new policies could prohibit parents 
from objecting to teachings about 
the "pro-gay agenda.". 

"I'm not a homophobe,'' Mullett 
said, "but I'm very much against the 
homosexual arid lesbian lifestyle 
and agenda." * 

Mullet t , whose 5-year-old son 
attends speech development classes 
at Stottlemyer Early Childhood Cen­
ter, said he is saddened by policies 
that detract from efforts to teach 
classroom basics. 

When board Secretary Martha Pit-
senbarger reminded .Mullett that he 
was nearing his five-minute time 

• limit for addressing the board, he 
responded that she operates "a real 
good Gestapo." He later apologized. 

Board member David Cox - per­
sonally offended by Mulle.tt's 
remarks - said, "That's the first 
time I've ever been called a Gestapo 
by a pastor. Congratulations" 

No protection guaranteed 
The pastor's mother, Justine Mul­

lett, said gays don-t qualify for pro-

~ ~ Please see POLICY, A3 
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STMT PHOTOS BY Box BRaaxR 

On the go: State Sen. LaurenBennett confers with aide Bill Sullivan on 
the Senate floor-At right, Bennett heads down Michigan Avenue to a 
Right 7b Life luncheon following ihenSenette'sMorning session. 

State senator 
makes tracks 
at state 
BY VALERIE OLANDER 
STAFF WHITER , 

Canton's representative to the Michigan Senate 
is a man on the move. 

He's so fast, in fact, that the Observer had a • 
tough time tracking his movements at the state '> 
Capitol feast week. 

Just as quickly as one could glance at the stately 
architecture in the Senate chambers, Loren Ben-
nett's seat on the Senate floor would be empty —\ -
though he was never too far away. - ' > 

On one occasion, lobbyists from private ambu- . 
lance companies and the Medical Control Authori- , 
ty summoned him outside the chamber to discuss 
legislation that Bennett has been attempting to 
finalize since his first days in office. 

If the bill becomes law it would allow emergency '. 
medical technicians, or EMTs, to perform a higher ; 
level of care as long as they are certified, Some fire.' 

Pie rise see BENNETT, A3 

Bennett introduces bill to boost sphool money 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
8TAFFWRITER 

.Wayne-Westland schools will: 
receive a $4-rhillion boost for the 
1997-98 budget year - if Lansing 
lawmakers approve a bill touted by 
(state Sen. Loren Bennett. 

The* money would help district1 

officials avert & budget deficit that 
could threaten school programs 

..and services. 
Bennett, R-Canton Township, 

told school officials during a Mon­
day meeting that he planned to 
introduce the measure Wednesday. 
His bill would provide some relief 
to financial problems faced by 
Wayne-Westland iri the wake of 
1994's Proposal A, which slashed 
school property taxes. 

Bennett warned, however, that 
the measure has to clear the state 
Senate and House and be signed 
by Gov. John Engler before it 
becomes law. 

Th i s is.the first step in the pro­
cess," Wayne-Westland Superin­
tendent Duane Moore said Mon­
day. "It had to start here." 

Bennet t drew applause from 
Wayne-Westland residents Mon­
day when he announced his inten­
tions to seek more funding. 

"We're on our way to finding a 
solution here to a very unique 
problem," he said. 

Bennett's bill would provide $4 
million in state aid for 1997-98, 

and the money would be gradually 
phased out over the next seven 
years. The aid would decline 10 
percent a year. 

Each year, however, the appro-i 
priation would be subject to a pos^ 
sible line-item veto by the gover­
nor. '."•. 

Bennett's announcement carne 
as Wayne-Westland officials con­
tinue to struggle to erase a budget 

* 

P l e a s e see SCHOOLS, A3 

issues i' ions 
Related editorial, A14 

BY MARK CHEOTNEY 
STAFF WRITER 

Two proposals on the June 9 Bchool bal­
lot get solid backing from four of the five 
candidates for two seats on the Livoniq 
Board of Education. 

A fifth candidate, Stevenson High senior 
Thomas Kasper, did not appear at Mon­
day's League of Women Voters' forum, 
during which both the two proposals and 
the four candidates took the spotlight. 

Trie Livonia district includes the north­
ern part of Westland. 

; Candidates Kirstcn Galka, Dan Lessard, 
Patrick Nalley and'J.ane Teska fielded 

.questions ranging from vouchers to class 
size to school dress codes, as they vie for 
two four-year terms; no incumbents are 

seeking re-election. 
',.. All candidates are residents of thecity of 
Livonia. They shared views of the district 
i—and themselves — Monday. 

For Nalley, a high school speech teacher. 
in Wayne-Westland Community Schools,, 
it's the vision ho has for all students in 
Livonia Public Schools tha t sets him 
apart. 

"When they graduate, I want them to 
have confidence they can compete for the 
jobs of tomorrow," said Nalley. "I want 
people to flock to this district. I'm willing 
to fight for this." 

For Lessard, who retired from Michigan 
Bell in 1985, it's his long-time pursuit of 
"helping kids." * 

"I've been an advocate of kids for 30 
years," said Leonard,'who'formerly served 
on the board. "My total focus is on helping 
kids." 

For Ottlka, a homemakor and registered 

nurse, it 's her independent 
Spirit. 

"I'm a self-starter and inde­
pendent thinker," said Galka. 
*I have no union affiliation. I 
will be objective." 

For Teska, a high school 
science teacher with Southfiold Public 
Schools, it's her willingness to go to Lans­
ing as often as needed to fight for enough 
money to run Lwonia schools. 

"Proposal A is standing in the way of 
good schools and a safe cnvironinent," said 
Teska. 

Besides the five candidates, the June 9 
ballot also will contain two tax proposals, 
both of which received solid support Mon­
day from the four candidates. 

The first, a .'one-year only '0.25-rnill tax 
increase, will raise $905,000 to reconstruct 

Pleas* see tUCTIOH, AS 

ng issue 
is 
BY DONNA MULCAHY 
SPECIAL WRITKR 

Westland residents with back* 
yard flooding may not get as much 
help from the city as they have in 
the past. 

This flooding is not due to sewer 
backup -similar to what occurred 
bh the city's north side - but 
rather to poor grading or post-con­
struction additions like berms and 
back-yard sheds.'• 

.A letter from resident Karen 
Mills complaining of back-yard 
flooding wna'dia'cuaaed during 
Monday's city council meeting hy 
several council people, Many, back 

yards in Mills' neighborhood - oh 
Henry Ruff, north of Ann Arbor 
Trail - flood easily, said Council­
man Glenn Anderson. 

Mills had written to the council, 
asking the city to help eliminate 
flooding in her back yard. 

Councilman Richard LeBlaric 
said he visited the woman's home 
Saturday. "Although it was after a 
rain, admittedly; there was an 
extensive amount.of water on that, 
property," he said, .;' 

He asked Mayor Robert Thomas 
what the city could do to help her. 

"This is. an ongoing problem* not 

Plcfcse see COUNCIL, AX 
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Trial is ordered in fatal accident case 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland teen-ager has been 
ordered to stand trial amid alle­
gations that he caused a March 
10 car accident that killed 14-
year-old Nicole Mugurian of 
Westland. 

Joseph John Gackiewicz, 17, 
was ordered Tuesday in 18th 
District Court to stand trial on 
charges of vehicular manslaugh­
ter and causing a death while 
driving under the influence of 
liquor and marijuana, Westland 

police officer Jack Mcintosh said. 
The decision by District Judge 

C. Charles Bokos followed testi­
mony indicating that Gackiewicz 
had been drinking, using mari­
juana and exceeding posted 

"speed-lTmits-\vrfen-he-allegedly 
slammed a 1989 Buick Regal 
into a tree along Ann Arbor Trail 
near Hines Drive. 

Gackiewicz could face a maxi­
mum 15-year prison term if con­
victed in Wayne County Circuit 
Court. He remains free gri a per­
sonal bond as he awaits trial. 

Witness John Kennedy testi­
fied Tuesday that he was driving 
his t ruck eastbound on Ann 
Arbor Trail when another 
motorist approached him from 
behind at a high rate of speed 

-around 10:30 p. rnrMarch-40.-—--

Kennedy testified tha t he 
accelerated to about 50 mph in 
the 35 mph zone, but he said the 
other driver still passed him. 

Police have said Gackiewicz 
lost control of the car While pass­
ing in a flare lane and that he 

slammed into a tree, causing the 
vehicle to burst into flames. The 
accident killed Mugurian, a Livo­
nia Franklin High School fresh­
man who was a front-seat pas­
senger. 

~ —The-cra'ah-injured* Gackiewicz-
and back-seat passenger Michael 
Mahdi Ayoub, a 17-year-old 
Livonia resident. 

Westland police officer Jeff 
Jedrusik - among those who 
pulled the teens from the burn­
ing car - identified Gackiewicz 

IN THE COURTS 

as the driver during Tuesday's 
hearing. 

^^Medicaf^estimony-indicatecU 
that Gackiewicz had been drink­
ing and using marijuana at the 
time of the accident, McJntosh 
said. Although Gackiewicz 
apparently wasn't legally drunk 
from alcohol, the combination 
with marijuana resulted in the 
judge binding him over as 

charged, Mcintosh said. 
Defense a t torney Marvin 

_Blake. had told the Observer last„• 
month that he hoped to get. 
charges against Gackiewicz 
either reduced or dropped. 

Although Gackiewicz is free on 
a personal bond pending Irial, he 
has been placed on notice that he 
is subject to random drug test­
ing. 

Rapist in respite center incident is sentenced to 6-15 years 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A temporary worker convicted of rap­
ing a mentally impaired woman at a 
Westland respite center has been sen­
tenced to prison for six to 15 years. 

David McGee, 45, was sentenced May 
16 by Wayne County Circuit Judge 
Sharon Tevis. Finch - one month after a 
jury convicted him of first-degree crimi­
nal sexual conduct. 

McGee was found guilty of allegations 

that he forced a 28-year-old mentally 
impaired woman to perform oral sex on 
him on Feb. 20, 1996, at the Rose 
Kennedy Respite Center. 

McGee had been working as a tempo­
rary' care provider at the respite center 
- located behind Wayne-Westland 
school administration offices on Mar­
quette east of Newburgh. 

His sentencing followed an April 15 
jury verdict that found him guilty on 
one of two counts of first-degree crimi­

nal sexual conduct. Jurors acquitted 
• him on a second count. 

He faced a maximum sentence of life 
in prison. 

Westland police Sgt. Michael Terry 
has commended the Rose Kennedy 
Respite Center staff for helping to con­
vict McGee. 

Terry has described the employees as 
"instrumental" in McGee's conviction. 

Terry has repeatedly stressed that 
the sexual molesting was an isolated 

incident at a respite center that has an 
otherwise laudable record of caring for 
its patients. 

The victim testified about the inci­
dent during McGee's trial in April. She 
had reported the sexual molesting soon 
after it occurred 15 months ago. 

On'the night of the incident, respite 
center employees became alarmed when 
the victim wasn't in her room and was 
briefly missing, testimony indicated in 
April. 

After she was found, the victim con­
fided in direct care worker Erin Vasher, 
who testified in court on April 9 that 
the woman initially was upset and hesi­
tant to tell her what happened. 

The victim reported being sexually 
molested in a break room of the respite 
center. Some respite center employees 
said in court that they saw McGee leav­
ing the room where the incident 
occurred. 

tAKtalfeft OF THE MONTH: WESTLAND 

Jason Turri has been named 
the Westland Observer's Carrier 
of the Month for May, 

'The 15-year-old Churchill 
High School freshman carries a 
3.5 gTade point average and his 
favorite subjects are math and 
science. 

He is the son of Gary and 
Mary Turri and has one sister 
Adrienne, 17. He enjoys sports 
including swimming and hockey. 
Four years in a row he went to 
state competition in hockey and 
also earned a varsity letter. 

His future plans include 
attending college and becoming 
a scientist. 

His Observer route is in the 
Heritage Park subdivision, 
where he enjoys talking with his 
customers. His route has taught 
him how to manage money and 
how to be organized. 

If you want to be a Westland 
Observer carrier, please call 
(313) 591-0500. 

• His Observer route is 
in the Heritage Park 
subdivision, where he 
enjoys talking with his 
customers. 

Council 

Jason Turri, Carrier of the Month 
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just on Henry Ruff, but in ... 
hundreds and hundreds of 
areas," Thomas said. 

The flooding is caused by poor 
drainage, which is often caused 
by improvements people make to 
their backyards. 

When a subdivision is built, 
water must drain properly out of 
its back yards. But over time, as 
people add things like garages, 
sheds, rock gardens and berms to 
their yards, the drain flow can be 
interrupted and cause flooding, 
according to Tftomas. 

Over the last several years, he 
sa id / ^e city has gone as far as 
installing PVG pipe in some back 
yards to eliminate flooding. How­
ever, tha t can cost $2,000 to 
$3,000 for just one yard, he said. 

"The worst part is, after we fix 
it, it doesn't always fix it," 
Thomassaid. :. 

"That's because 10 doors down, 
somebody could say, 'Well, let's 
put in a shed/ or Tfau know, the' 

yard's kind of low, let's add 6 
inches to the top soil and some 
new sod,' and all of a sudden, 
now the water won't go to' the 
new drain line that you put in, so 
now you've got tokgo up the street 
and put in another new drain 
line." 

"So we're really chasing the 
cat's tail and we're not really 
having a lot of success and we're 
spending a lot of money that we 
really shouldn' t ," the mayor 
added. 

He said the city can usually 
find out where the flow of water 
is being blocked. Survey equip­
ment and other tools are used in 
the search. By law, the city 
should ticket the person respon­
sible for the blocked flow, 
Thomas said. 

"That upsets the neighbors and 
usually ends up gett ing the 
neighbors in a real dispute over 
that, but I really don't know any 
other answer," Thomas said, 

"We could literally be fixing 10 
or 15 of these every year." 

He said he doesn't know how 
many more flood-prone back 
yards the city should try to 
repair. "We've repaired probably 
more than we should have at this 
point," he said. 

However, he said the city will 
continue to help residents identi­
fy the source of their flooding 
when asked. It also will tell them 
what they can do on their own to 
solve the problem, and what 
legal action the city is willing to 
take on their behalf, Thomas 
said. 

Public Services Director 
Richard Dittmar said that city 
workers had been out to survey 
the si tuation and that they 
would be going out again to 
search for the source of the prob­
lem. 
• The author of the letter wasn't 
at the council meeting, but when 
contacted said she wasn't happy 

with what the mayor had said. 
"We have a copy of a survey 

that shows that we're supposed 
to drain to Ann Arbor Trail, but 
that's not possible because two 
houses are in the way," she said. 

On Tuesday morning, the 
water was as high as eight inch­
es in some par t s of her back 
yard, she said. Over the winter, 
the ice in her back yard was.so 
thick that children were able to 
skate on it al) season long, and 
she had to buy more than 100 
pounds of rock salt just .to keep 
the water runoff from her neigh­
bors' yard from icing up her 
driveway, she said. 

But it's not jus t her house. 
There are about 10 lots in her 
neighborhood with the same 
problem, she said. 

Mills said she may end up hav­
ing to take the city to court. 

"I'll take this as high as I have 
to," she said. 

Election from page Al 

the pool and pool a reas a t 
Franklin and Stevenson high 
schools. The second, a one:year-
only 0.30*mill tax increase, will 
raise $1,086,000 to part ia l ly 
demolish, enclose and remodel 
Bentley Center. 

Both proposals, if approved, 
will'give the owner of a house 
valued at $100,600 a one-time-
only bill of about $27; : . 

The candidates agreed that 
the bill is a "small price to pay" 
to open all three high schools to 
competitive, swimming and to 
keep Bentley Center open long, 
enough for the city and school 
district to negotiate a plan for 
the site. 

"It gives them three years to 
come up with a workable solu­
tion," Galka said. 

The candidates panned vouch-
•'era, charter schools and Btate-
endorsed diplomas; concepts 
more favored in Lansing than in 
local school districts. 

"There's nothing that charter 
schools can do that Livonia Pub­
lic Schools *ah ' t do twice as 
Wellj" Nalley said, : 

The candidates got to tick off 
the distr ict 's s t rengths and 
weaknesses. 

For strengths, Teska cited the 
city's strong support for educa­
tion; Nalley cited the district's 
employees; Lessard cited its 
large size and diversity; and 
Galka cited its "good reputation" 
and investment in technology.; 

In naming Weaknesses, Teska 
said she is concerned the district 
will be forced to "drift away from 
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its quality programs" in order to 
pay its hills. 

Nalley said he wants .to bring 
back into the fold the many stu­
dents in Livonia who attend pri­
vate schools. 

Because of i ts large size, 
Lessard said he feared the dis­
trict can't always fix right away 
the "things thla.t neec^fixing." 

Galka cited two weaknesses: 
larger classes in the very early 
grades, and a "drifting away to 
solve social concerns," such as in 
pursuing'a ^how-do-you'feer' 
educational philosophy. 

The candidates ended the 
forum with uncomplimentary 
comments on Proposal A, a 
school finance reform package 
approved hy Michigan voters in 
1994. 

t e s k a called Proposal A a 
"time bomb waiting to happen," 
With school districts one by one 
eventually reaching the point 
they don't have enough money to 
operate. 

• Candidates Klrsten 
Galka, Dan Lessard, 
Patrick Nalley arid Jane 
Teska fielded questions 
ranging from vouchers 
to class size to school 
dress codes, as they vie 
for two four-year terms; 
no incumbents are 
seeking re-election. 

Galka painted the proposal as 
one that has hot turned out as it 
was originally presented. 

Nalley said Proposal A took 
power away from residents in 
deciding what educational pro­
grams they want to fund. **We 
can't sit around and wait for this 
bomb to go off," he said. 

Added Lessard: "Lansing cut 
taxes, but it also cut our kid's 
throats." 
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Violet sage (salvia Maynlght) 

1 gal pots ...'4.99 

NURI 

^ Memoriai Day Specials 
perennials 18ai pots.^.sfliup 

18.31^0015...^14.99^011 
I Pond Supplies Plants, Ifners, pumps & more 

ft w i » 

331 
hmmmXmmti • M n M n W f O M M S 

6414N..Mwrirran 

Wcstl.itul 
•U1-421-5959 

m 
i 

MM 


