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A pothole predicament: State law
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last week to pass a road package, 
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Arts extravaganza: More than 
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PLAGES & FACES 
Storm help 

After the recent series of storms striking south
east Michigan, All-Star Karate Family Center in 
Westland is helping. 

.The^busJuwssJiojted^car wash yesterday with 
proceeds going to the American Red Cross arid " 
other disaster relief agencies. Sam's Club donated 
water and space for the fund-raiser. 

The center is also accepting donations through 
this week for the storm relief. Anyone interested 
in donating should call (313) 467-5127. 

Striking out for fun 
Two business events are on tap in the coming 

weeks, including; 
• The Westland Chamber of Commerce is host

ing a Bowling Bash on Friday, Aug. 1, with regis
tration at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. arid bowling 
at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $8 per each or $16 per couple and 
include three games of bowling and^hoe rental, as 
well as dinner and door prizes. 

Chamber members are encouraged to bring 
guests to this summer after-hours event and 
reservations aire required. 

• ThisTuesday, July 15, the chamber hosts its 
monthly luncheon at the Hellenic Cultural Center 
at 11:30 p.m. with PGA Golf Professional Dave 
Toth of the Michigan Golf Center in Inkster 
speaking. His topic will be "Power Golf for Power 
Business.*' j 

Call (313) 326-7222 for information or reserva
tions for either event. 

Senior open house 
t h e Golden Agere; a hew senior program, will 

host an introductory open house for Westland-area 
Seniors 1-2 p.rrt,; Wednesdayr July 30, at'the Salva* 
tion Army.WayneAVestland Corps Gomn^rinitjr' 
Center,;2300'Venoy, Westland, ; .:''••" V "*. 

__THeippen.housjnsdesigned to introduce this ' 
new program to the community. There will bo free 
refreshments and transportation will be provided 
to those who need it. Call and reserve your seat by 
July 23. For information, call Shabaiira Cobb at 
722*3660.» 

Children's series 
A children's concert series continues for the next 

few weeks at the William P* Faust Public Library 
of Westland, located on Central City Parkway 
north ofFord. * . :. 

All performances start at noon arid are free. The 
series is sponsored by the Westland Community ' 
Foundation. ' 

Oh July 19, Ben Spitzer will perform magic with 
nis juggling bear. July 26, Dr. Zap will offer an • 
entertaining science show. On Aug. .2, Clowns 
Around Retford will perform and on-Aug. 9, Magi
cian Randy Shaw will entertain. ' • 

Pot of school money declines 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-?Westland schools will get some 
extra money — but not as much as they 
hoped for. Politicians are debating just 
Why state lawmakers voted the way they 
did. 

crunch, but it is far less than an ear
lier-proposed allocation of $20.8 mil
lion over eight years. 

Three .other districts will now 
receive the same special allocation 
as Wayne-Westland, under a deal 
reached last week by Hoirae and 
Senate negotiators. ' 

The $14.8-million gap between 
what had been proposed for Wayne-

Wayne-Westland school district 
coffers will be boosted by $6 million 
over three years unless Gov. John 
Engler vetoes a special allocation 
approved Thursday by state law
makers. 

The money will help Wayne-West
land officials combat a severe budget 

Westland and what the district will 
actually receive fueled political criti
cism. 

State Sen. Loren Bennett, R-Can-
ton Township, who lobbied for $20.8 
million over eight years, blamed 
state Rep. Tom Kelly, D-Wayne, for 
allowing the $6 million amount to 
emerge from a House-Senate confer
ence committee. 

Both lawmakers represent the 
Wayne-Westland area. 

"To have the representative from 
that area pull the rug out from 
under that ($20.8 million) plan, I'm 
mystified," Bennett told the Observ
er Thursday during a telephone 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWIJET 

Spanning generations: Ten-year-old'Briane Ritchie and her friend Marie Jones, 95, visit at 
the Hope Care Convalescent Center on Cherry Hill in Westland. 

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON 
STAFF WRITER , 

B riane Ritchie visits with friend Marie Jones near
ly every day of the week — sunshine or sriow. 

PEOPLE 

Their relationship is simple. Neither asks much from 
the other. 

Every so often, words aren't even spoken, it's just each 
other 's presence that matters.. Briane occasionally 
accompanies Marie to a party or fetches a candy bar for 
her When the time is right.. * 

While Briane's kind nature is admirable but not 
unique, what makes these acquaintances so different is 
their age. . 

Briane is 10 — Marie, 95. 
Their friendship developed out of happenstance, said 

Briane's mother, Nancy Williams, who made an effort 

several years ago to enroll her daughter in an adopt-a-
grandparent program, 

"She doesn't have any grandparents but wasn't too 
keen on the idea of the program, either," said Williams. 
"But I know how important it is to have grandparents." 

The Westland mother said it was an unexpected 
inquiry from her daughter that prompted her first visit 
to Hope Care Convalescent Centre in;Westland. 

"She asked me One day if she could go oyer to the 
nursing home," said Williams, of the Cherry Hill Road 
senior care facility that is located adjacent to the young 
girl's back yard. • 

Please see FRIENDS, A4 

interview from Lansing, "I am 
absolutely perplexed why he did 
that." 

But Kelly said the entire plan; 
could have been scrapped unless leg
islators agreed to the newer propos-' 
al, which also provides $6 million 
over three years to the financially, 
strapped districts of Flint, Chippewa 
Valley and L'Arise Creuse. ;*• 

Bennett's original plan called for a' 
special allocation for districts that 
lost more than 9. mills of school 
funding in the wake of Proposal A, a 
tax-slashing plan approved by 

Please see MONEY, A2 

Lansing 
tribute 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Lansing lawmakers have passed a 
measure to rename Michigan's state 
library in honor of the late Sen-. 
William P. Faust of Westland. 

A legislative bill, amended for the 
name change by state Rep. Eileen 
DeHart, D-Westland, has been 
approved by both houses and now 
awaits the governor's signature. 

"I think it is an appropriate trib
ute to William Faust, who was a 
long-serving member of the legisla
ture and-a wonderful public ser
vant," DeHart said. 

Faust, a Westland Democrat who 
spent 28 years in the Senate, died at 
age 65 on Jan. 21, 1995 - one month 
after he underwent a triple heart 
bypass operation. 

Education and libraries topped his 
priorities,.and he fought hard for the 
state library that opened in 1989, 
Westland City Councilwoman and 
former state Rep. Justine Barns said 
Wednesday. 

"Bill Faust worked extremely hard 
for that library," Barns said. "Bill 
Faust committed his life to libraries; 
_and the bigger word is education. 
/^He deserves eveFy bit of thTTacco~ 
lade of having the state, library 
named in his hortor." 

The state library, part of a larger 
building that also houses the Michi
gan Historical Center, will be named 
the William Faust Memorial Library 
of Michigan if Gov; John : Engler 
signs the bill. 

Westland officials already had 
honored Faust by naming the new 
city library in his honor. The 
William P. Faust Public Library of 
Westland opened last November. 

Faust and Barns led an effort in, 
Lansing to secure $1.2 million for 
the Westland library. 

"Bill Faust thought that people 

Please see FAUST, A2 

uses 'imagination' to name 
BYCASEYHANS 
STAFF WRITER 

Westland's fall playscape construc
tion project now has a name, thanks 
to 7-year-old Ben Maple of West-
land, ' . .. ,^ ;' 

_TKe \Vildwbod E^eraentarysecond-
grader was the author of the win
ning name for the project, vvtiich is 

' now known as%the "Imagination Play 
Station."" • ' '.' 

The playscape project will be.built 
from Sept. 9-14 in Westland's Cen
tral City Park behind city hall. A 
corps of community Volunteers will; 
construct the wooden, SOjOOO-square 
foot play area - m u c h larger than 
any similar project constructed in 

• the area. . ̂  
The name was selected from four 

finalists at the Westland Summer 
. Festival v/here organizers held a 
"Name the playacape* contest. More 
than 100 kids submitted suggested 
names, which were narrowed down 
to four finalists by the playscape 
organizing coramitjte6, ." 

Other suggested names vvhich 
were finalists included: "Magrcal 
Maze" Bubriiitted by' Ashley Heim, 

"Adventure Kingdom" suggested by 
J i l l ian Moore and "Playmania" 
which was an idea from Anthony 
Javello. " . 

Visitors to the festival were able to 
Vote" by butting money into canis
ters marked with the respective 
names; the-ti$rm? earning {he most 
moriey-'4>r»,tlie project was selected; 
Not only did this.provide a name for 
the project and involve the public in 
the naming, but was a fund-raiser 
for tho playscape as well, said Kevin 
Kreis, public relations coordinator 
for the project. 

For the winning adventure play
ground name, Ben Maple won a new 
mountain bike - one that's a little 
large for his 7iyear-old franie. He 
said he plans to get a lot of use-out 
of it next year^ after he grows a bit. 
He plans to donate his old bike "to 
Bottieone who needs one." 

.-•• He's ais6 excited about participat
ing in the playscape project with his 
family and encourages others to do . _ . . . , . . 
thesarrte ° •• . • . STAFF PHOTO BTTXWHAWWY 

"I hope that they will come out Top name: WildwoodMementary second-gm^ 
and help build it," he said. "I'm won a mountairii bike for coming up with the best name for 

Please see IMAGINATION, A4 the Vfestland playscape project: Imagination Play Station/' 
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should do the (legislative) job 
without being patted on the 
back, and I disagree," Barns 
said. "He worked extremely 
hard for libraries." 

In naming the l ibrary in 
February of 1995, the West-
land City Council described 
Faust as "a man who continu
ously gave of himself to help 
people." 

DeHar t also commended 
Faus t ' s efforts to build the 
state library. , 

"William Faust was a great 
supporter of the state library, 
and he was responsible for 
s e c u r i n g t h e funding and 
encouraging the building of 
our state library," she said. 

The library is located two 
•blocks west of the Capi to l 
Building. 

DeHart led the charge for 
the name change by introduc
ing an amendment to a Sen
ate bill that has won passage 
in both state houses. 

"I am pleased my colleagues 
s u p p o r t e d my. a m e n d m e n t 
and recognized the great con
t r i b u t i o n s Wi l l i am Faus t 
made during his public ser
vice ca ree r , " D e H a r t sa id . 
"Renaming the state library is 
a ges ture of our respect for 
him."-

An Indiana na t ive , Faus t 
moved to Lans ing as a boy 
and. e a r n e d a bache lo r ' s 
degree from the University of 
Mich igan and a m a s t e r ' s 
degree from Eastern Michigan 
University. 

Faus t was first elected to 
the state Senate in 1966 and 
became the Senate majority 
leader in 1976. He became the 
S e n a t e minor i ty l eade r in 
1984 and stepped down from 
office the following year. 

He previously had served as 

William P. Faust — he's honored 

• I think it is an 
appropriate tribute to 
William Faust, who 
was a long-serving 
member of the legisla
ture and a wonderful 
public servant/ 

Eileen DeHart 
—State Representative 

a former Nankin Township 
board member from 1960-63, 
when he was elected Nankin 
Township supervisor. He was 
also a former community jour-
na l i s t who pub l i shed t h e 
Wayne Dispatch. 

As a legislator, he helped to 
write the state's Open Meet
ings Act, keeping elected and 
appointed bodies accountable 
to the public they serve. 

F a u s t was succeeded by 
state Sen. Loren Bennett, R-
Cantori Township. 
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H Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to 

the editor or make general comments to any member of our news 
staff through E-Mail via thelnternet at the following address: 
newsroom@oeo7iHne.eom. 

Homeline: 313-953-2020 
}3 Open houses and new developments in your area.. 
fe! Free real estate seminar information. 
Hi Current mortgage rates. 
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G Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500 
i'i If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not 
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Fax Line: 313-953-2288 
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. to access the following information 

from our classified ads. This service 
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Saturday: 

Item No. 9822: 

Vehicles: used trucks, vans and all 
makes of automobiles, Cost: $39.95 

O&E On-line: $11-591-0903 
H You cah'access On-Line with just 

about any communications software • 
- PC or Macintosh. On-l ine Users can: 

• Send and receive unlimited e-mail. ' 
. • Access all features ofthelnterntt—felrttt. Gopher, WWW and more. 
• • Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric newspapers. 

, *Chat with(usersacross towrieiacross the country. 

* T o begin your On-Llnc exploration, call 313-591'0903 with your 
computer modem. At the login prompt, type: new. At the password 
prompt, press your entef key. At tht key prompt, type: 9508. 
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Incinerator meeting draws 50 
BY DONNA MULCAHY 
SPECIAL WRITER , 

About 50 people concerned over the Cen
tral Wayne County Sanitation Authority's 
proposed i n c i n e r a t o r expans ion h a d an 
opportunity to ask questions during ah infor
mational meeting at Inkster High School 
Thursday evening. 

The Dearborn facility current ly serves 
Westland, Garden City and three other com
munities. The session was hosted by the Air 
Quality Division of the Michigan Depart
ment of Environmental Quality, which will 
make a decision about whether to issue a 
permit for the expansion. 

In three and a half hours of sometimes 
technical questioning, resident Jane Bradley 
brought the issue home. 

What kind of education do the decision
makers have and how qualified are they to 
make this decision? asked the Inkster resi
dent. 

Automakers, she said, have been produc
ing cars for more than 100 years and yet 
they still recall hundreds of thousands of 
vehicles every year. , 

"So what assurance do we, the public, have 
that we won't be violated?" she asked. 

Robert Sills, a toxicologist with the Air 
Quality Division, explained the qualification 
and said decisions are made conservatively. 

"There 's still a lot tha t we don't know 
about some chemicals and chemical interac-

. tions, because the science just isn't there," he 
said. "Because of our u n c e r t a i n t i e s , we 
always try to err on the side of caution." 

Proponents of the expansion claim new air 

pollution controls would make the air emit
ted from the incinerator's smokestack clean
er than ever before. 

Opponents worry, that higher conceritra-
x" tions of some pollutants would escape and 

harm humans, plants and wildlife, and that 
t h e expanded i n c i n e r a t o r could a t t r a c t 
garbage from other states. -

The purpose of Thursday's meeting was to 
help citizens prepare testimony for the final 
public hearing on the expansion issue, which 
will be held by the DEQ at 7 p.m. July 29 in 
the auditorium of Inkster High School. 

The school is located on Middlebelt, just 
south of Michigan Avenue in Inkster. 

The public hearing will offer a chance for 
citizens to make comments on why the DEQ 
should or should not grant the combined fed
eral and state installation permit necessary 
for the expansion. 

"We know th i s is a very controvers ia l 
issue,^ said David Yanochko, acting supervi
sor of the state Air Quality Division's permit 
section. "We wanted to make sure that citi
zens had the opportunity to have all their 
questions answered before the public hear
ing, to help them prepare their testimony for 
that hearing," 

Oral comments will be transcribed by a 
court reporter. Wri t ten comments can be 
dropped off at the public hearing or mailed 
to the DEQ by Aug. 12. They should be sent 
to the Permit Section Supervisor, Air Quali-
ty Division, Department of Environmental 
Quali ty, P.O. Box 30260, Lansing, Mich. 
48909-7760. 

Comments and responses will be published 
in an official report for Dennis Drake, chief 

of the Air Quality Division who will make 
the permit decision. 

He was in the audience Thursday.. 
"I'm going to reserve j udgmen t on th i s 

until I hear what people say at the public 
hearing, and until I read the report," he said. 

He said he could .make his decision as 
early as August. 

His options include: granting the permit 
application, denying it, or granting it with 
extra conditions attached. Any decision could 
be appealed through the s ta te or federal 
court system. 

If Prake grants the permit, it doesn't nec
essarily mean the construction would s tar t 
right away. But Thomas Bafnett , project 
manager for the Cen t r a l Wayne Ene rgy 
Recovery Limited Partnership, said his com
pany naturally wants construction to begin 
as soon as possible. 

"We think the decision will go in our favor. 
It 's possible t h a t it may be delayed for a 
while, but we think that ultimately, it will go 
in our favor," Barnett said. 

Many questions asked at Thursday's meet
ing had to dp with things that the DEQ is 
not interested in: the cost of incineration ver
sus landfills, the need for the expansion, and 
the profitability of it. 

The DEQ is only concerned with how well 
the equipment and procedures outlined in 
the permit application would meet current 

5te and federal air quality regulations: 
Officials said Air Quality Division staff 

have concluded pollution levels generated 
from the smokestack in the future would not 
be dangerous to humans; wildlife or the envi
ronment. ' • 

Man to stand trial for rape of 23-year-old woman 
A W e s t l a n d m a n has been 

ordered to stand trial for allega
tions that he sexually molested a 
woman who lives a few streets 
from his Norwayne area resi
dence, 

F r a n k l i n P a t e r o J r . , . 4 0 , of 
Lydia is accused of molesting a 
23-year-old woman at her Mack
inac Court residence-, Westland 
police Sgt. Terry Donohue said. 

Patero was ordered to stand 

t r ia l for f irst /degree cr iminal 
sexual conduct after he waived a 
preliminary hearing Thursday in 
Westland's 18th District Court. 

The inc iden t a l legedly 
occurred about 3:40 a.m. May 26 
after the woman was dropped off 
at her residence by a friend who 
works with her at a Wayne bar, 

'Donohue said. 
The victim told police that she 

had gone to s leep only to be 

awakened by a suspect who had 
entered her residence, climbed 
into her bed a n d s t a r t ed per
forming oral sex on her, Dono
hue said. 

The victim's 21-year-old sister 
also was sleeping in the same, 
bed at the time. The suspect fled 
the scene after the victim began 
kicking at him. 

Patero was arrested about a 
month l a te r after the woman 

reported seeing a man whom she 
iden t i f i ed from the i n c i d e n t 
walking on a Norwayne s treet , 
Donohue said. 

She had seen the same man 
s t a n d i n g in front of h e r resi
dence on the n i g h t s h e was 
molested, Donohue said. 

P a t e r o is ja i l ed in lieu of a 
$25,000 cash bond as he awaits 
trial. 

CITY OF GARDEN C m -
July 22,1997-Board of Review 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN' TO ill property cwnen of Ihe t i ty of Garden City th«t th* Board of 
Rtvuw win m « t in session enTu««Uy. July 22, 1997 from 9 00 a m to It 00 a m.to torrtrt mutual 
mistakes of fart or dental errors PA 74 OF 1995 authorize* the July Board of Review to bear 
appeals for poverty exemptions but not for poverty exemptions denied by the Marth Board of 
Rev;e* This applies to currvnt year only 

RONALD D SHOWALTER 
0 . City Clerk 

Publish July 13, 17 and 20. 1997 
lT»4tl . 

Members to get a special visitor 
Westland Chamber of Com

merce m e m b e r s will get a 
" thank you" visi t from one of 
their peers Wednesday, July 16 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 

The chamber 's first "Opera
tion Thank You" will see more 

than 20 chamber members deliv
er new c h a m b e r m e m b e r s h i p 
plaques to every chamber mem
ber in Westland. 

For information call the cham
ber at 326-7222. 

It's hard to grab attention these days, We hope we have yours for the 
time it takes you to read this, because we have something so new, so cool 
that you will want touse it whenever you need to sell something. It's 
called AD VILLAGE and it's the first place you can place an ad on the World 
Wide Web. It's affordable, too. In fact it's what some might call "cheap". So; 
you don't have to spend a lotto sell the thing, or things, you waritlo sell. 

Think of it. Millions of Web surfers out there reading your ad. 
Buying your stuff. Sound cool? Gall 

1-800-579-SELL 
Or e-mail your.ad to welcome@advillage.coro 
Or fAX your ad to 

313-953-2232. \* 
It's your call. \ 

i * 

V I L L A G 
. THE INTERNET CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE 

A Sorvlco of Your Hometown Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 

from page A1 

Michigan voters in 1994. Only 
W a y n e - W e s t l a n d would h a v e 
qualified. 

But House-Senate negotiators 
changed the plan as they ham
mered out a l a rge r $9 bil l ion 
spending bill that won approval 
Thursday in the House and Sen
ate. 

Kelly said lawmakers had to 
accep t t h e a m e n d e d p l a n -• 
which will give Wayne-Westland 
an ex t r a $6 million over th ree 
years — or risk losing all of the 
special allocation. • . 

"It would definitely have been 
lost," Kelly said Thursday during 
a te lephone interview. "I t was 
either all or nothing." 

Under the new plan, Wayne-
Westland will receive $2 million 
a year for. three years beginning 
in 1997-98. Bennett said his pro
posal would have p u m p e d . $ 4 
million into local coffers in 1997-
98 , g r a d u a l l y r e d u c i n g t h e 
amount over eight years.' 

Bennet t said he believes tha t 
Kelly and other Democrats dilut
ed h i s plan simply because they 
d i d n ' t w a n t R e p u b l i c a n s to 
receive credit for helping finan
cially strapped districts such as 
Wayne-Westland. 

Bennet t said the special allo
cat ion now res t s with Engle r , 
who has line-item veto powers. 

"Anything is a t risk, bu t I've 
worked very hard to convince the 
governor that this (extra money) 
is t h e r i g h t t h i n g to do for 
Wayne-Wetland," Bennett said. 

Kelly said the $9.2 billion pubr 
lie education budget is about $20 
mi l l ion above t h e t a r g e t e d 
amount. 

Meanwhile, Wayne-Westland 
also will receive a $164 per-pupil 
increase in its state foundation 
a l lowance, accbrding to docu-

' rrienW supplied by Kelly's office. 
W a y n e - W e s t l a n d r ece ived 

$5,729 (or 1990-97, compared to 
$5,8,83 tha t will be received for 
1997-98. 

• It (the money) would 
definitely have been 
lost.; . It was either ail 
ornothlng.' 
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