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A new home. Bubba a German
Shepherd apparently dumped in
Hines Park in May after being
struck and dragged by a van on
Five Mile in Lwonza, has recov-
ered from his injuries. /A3

ARTS AND LEISURE

Art Dolls: Barbara Gibson of

- TODAY]|

.7 Children can drive tractors next weekend, A3 °

I rate changes effective in February and

: May.

| BY DARRELL CLEM. -
'STAYFWR]TER o

 Westland cable ’I‘V subscmbers
may be paying for rate hikes
iniproperljdmposed by Media One,
formerly Continental Cablevision, a
company that serves nearly 26,000
city customers, a local official sald

Westland Cable Commlssmner'
David Moranty has questmned‘

’ whether Medla One | gave customers

proper notice for rate changes in
February and May.

Moranty told the Observer that —
if his. concerns prove true — he

~ believes Westland cable subscribers

should receive a rebate or a credlt on
future bills. :
A Media One representative said

- Thursday that he believes customers

have received proper notice. of rate

‘changes
" “We feel we’ve met our obhga‘«b-
tions,” said Mike Haverland, corpo-
rate affairs director for Mlchlgen '
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Asgistant Westland City Attorney
Keith Madden confirmed that he is
investigating the issue, but he said
Wednesday he.isn’t prepared to
issue an opinion on Morantys con-
cerns. e
~ Cable subscnbers on Feb. 1 saw a

- $1.74 increase for combined basic,

satellite and mini-service, with bills
climbing from $24.25 to $25.99, ‘as
reported in the Observer on Jan. 13,
Customers had an additional 76-
cent increase for those same services
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Official questlons rae hikes

i Westland Cable Commxssmner David
¥ Moranty questioned whether Media One
 properly notified cable subscribers about .
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y £ modaysissueo!yourhome
' delivered Observer and save an _T
average $20 10 $30 a week on yolr -
grocery bilt, For home-detivery, please
call 531:0500. -
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" on May 1. ‘ ' .
Moranty suggested that Media
‘One failed to give customers a 30-

day written notice in their bills, as

‘he said is called for in the cahle com-

pany’s social contract.

Moranty said he has only seen
notices sent by bulk mail, and he
charged that even those notices did-
n’t reach customers before rate
increases taok effect.

Moreover, he said, “bulk mail

" Please see caam"—. Ad -

R ARAARCE S il il M SR AR N gl e Ot s on

Checkanmcoupa\smsened

measacsorestaiciveasarsemuneonesrotiiensad

cAeszf

Livonia is one of more than 200

artists exhibiting in the Novi Art The Cha"e"ger
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Return from Russia: Sumnmer
‘School students in the Chamber
Music and Piano Concerto Per-
formance program at Schoolcraft
College present a series of free
concerts./Cl1 \

Focus on Wine: French Bur- .
gundies hit stride with 1995 vin- _

been generous to France’s Bur-
- gundy wine region./B1

Road plan. Wayne County Execu-
tive Ed McNamara wants a

 three-year bond issue to fund a
$60-million roads plan to fix.
much of the county’s Lnfrastruc-
ture /A5 :

- Clean water: A new retention
basin in Redford Townsth now
controls areas where sewage
once emptied directly into.the

. Rouge. Seventeen other outfalls

' five other basins in Detroit and
‘western Wayne County /A7

Dellvery altemativeS' Certzf ed
- Nurse Mid-Wives offer a unzque

1 of pre- and post-natal care for
women expectzng a baby / F3
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: Mayoral hppes.Kenneth Mehl who hopes to unseat Mayor Robert i
Thomas, talks with his supporters during a meeting. Thursday at; t‘he
| Wayne Ford. Civic League; In the front.row from left are'Mike Spisak -
_'_(partquly hzdden) Gail Corra{\b, S '

[ OIS

am Corrado, Gary Bul,son and Doyle

N _,eﬂ.f‘l Wants
-__jto oust ma{f*or
n electlon

Thzs zs the second of three proﬁles of Westland may

oral candidates competmg for two slots in' the Sept.’9-

. primaryelection, The series will conclude Thursday
- with & story about mcumbent Mayor Robert Thomas. K

_ BYDARRELLQ_M

four-year term.

Kenneth Mehl argues that he can beat mcumbent

. Mayor Robert Thomas in 1997 — a feat that wss_
" unattainable during Meh!’s mayoral bid in 1993." ‘
© " In Westland politics, much can change in four’ years .
. Mehl, charging that Thomas has stumbled and lost
- populanty during his second term, said. he believes he
- can thwart the mayor’s b1d for an unprecedented thll‘d'_

. 'Mehl, a 50-year—old seniior product engmeer for Gen-j
- eral Motors Corp., said ke believes that voters are:
. ﬁnally learning that Thomas, 46, hds created “an- lllu- ;
- sion” of Westland as a city 'mthout problems. '
- As.administration officials. tout Westland as, the--
place o be Mehl ergues that the clty can, be better lf :

Please see MEHI., A2 :
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A Westland samtatlon worker '8 -

eyesight i8 threatened after hls‘face‘ S

was spewed with murjatic acid from

a one-gallon container that a resi-

dent placed in the trash a ﬁre oﬁi-
cial said. '

SR (1 dxdnt take 1ong to cause some'

‘pretty sévere burns,”
- Westland Fire Chief Mark Neal
- said:. “We washed him down and

Assistant

kept putting a saline solution in his

| eyes'all the way to the hospital; but -
“t. thls guy is probebly gomg to lose his

';Budget deﬁc1t looms for schools after Engler veto

~‘tendent Duane Moore nor school

BY DARRELL CLEM

‘and increasingly popular metho d | STAFF WRITER

"Gov. John Engler has vetoed a’

‘ spec1al allocation that would have -
provided $6 million over three years -
- to Wayne-Westland schoqls.. -~ = -
« . State Sen. Loren Bennetts office
~'| - announced the veto Friday; signal-
" ing:defeat for-a plan to help Wayne- -
~'Westldnd officials avoid a budget
© deficit for the coming school year,
The loss follows an eerher dlsap

-
RS

o l 4t didn't take Iong to cause some pretty severe

The- vmtnh was 1dent1fied as 21-"

year-old Marcus Upthegrove by his -
employer, Paul Ruthenberg, presi- -
- block of Steinhauer; Neal said.

dent of Painter & Ruthenberg, the

- Inkster-based waste. hauler for the .
: cnty of Westland. =~ ‘
‘Neal and Ruthenberg said the -
‘ mctdent pomts out the pressmg

» >p01ntment that occurred in July,

when House-Senate negotiators

'slashed Bennett’s original plan to.

provide a special allocation of $20.8

‘million over exght years for Wayne-~ :
~ Westland..
Engler’s: actxon stems, from a_ -
' ‘chhlgan Supreme Court ruling that
will cost the state some $200 million -
for-an-old lawsuit ﬁled by 84 school-
._';dlstrlcts o |
" Nelther Wayne Weetland Superm-

burns. | |
' Mark Neal
—assistant fire chief

: eyesxght” A .‘ need for residents not to .dlscard

harmful chem1ca]s in their trash.

The-incident happened about

12:50 p.m. Wednesday in the 32400

‘Muriatic acid; used for such pur-‘

poses as cleaning concrete, spewed
into Upthegroves face when a con- uy
tamer ruptured wh:le bemg crushed T

board pres:dent Debra Fowlkes
could be 1mmedtately reached for

‘ comment

‘Board vice premdent Mathew

- McCusker called the latest’ develop- -

ment:a major setback for Wayne-

Westland school finances. - :
“We're d;sappomted ‘he sald “In

a.way, I guess 1 was. waiting for

. somethmg like this to happen. There
is some element__of predictability

-Acld 1nJures eyes of sanltatlon worker

'_Br DARRELL CLEM

by a trash compactor durmg a
* STAFF WRITER ‘

. garbage pickup, Neal said.

»

“It threw ac1d 1n thls guys 'face
he said.
As rescue personnel ﬂushed the

“victim’s eyes with a saline solution,

he was rushed to Oakwood Hospi-

tal/Annapolis Center-Wayne, where
" he was transferred to the Umversnty ‘
- of Michigan Hospital’s burn unit in
‘Ann Arbor, officials said. - : ‘
Upthegrove had been released as_ o
of Friday to be treated on an outpa-

tient basxs Neal said. .

,here

The Ml@hxgan Supreme Court

ruled that the state owes 84 districts

for failihg in the past to.provide full
funding for special education pro:
grams, among other services.. The,

court said in its decision that com- - -
 pensation should be close to $200
million, rather than a lower court’s |
- earlier 3800 million tab. :
~ Bill Sullivan, & spokesman for

“Plense see FUNQS Ad

" Salshapiah

-~ A'cool time:. Ha‘n-
nah Brown, 14, -
* braces herself for
~ entry.into the Bailey -
Center Pool following
a zig-zag ride down
the water slide.
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