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State lawmaker hopes to restore school funds, A3 
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Tax suit: The Wayne 
County Taxpayers Associ
ation is set to file a law
suit against the State of 
Michigan to stop the col
lection of the 4-cent gas 
tax,/A9 

Dancers wanted: Dawn 
Greene and daughter 
June Smith are looking 
for a few good boys and 
girls to share their love of 
dance with. The duo is 
once again holding audi
tions for their ballet 
troupe, which will per
form "The Nutcracker 
Ballet" in December/Bl 

Inside, outside: With 
beautiful grounds, and 
fascinating pieces in the 
house, a Clarkston resi
dence is a special show-
place. /D6 

Jazz: The 18thannual 
Ford Detroit Montreux 
Jazz Festival offers every
thing from Dixie and 
swing to the modern big 
band sounds of the 
McCoy Tyner Big Band. 
/El .'• 

Street Scene: Sinead 
O'Connor has a new focus 
in life'••- comforting trou- . 
bled souls. / E l 

EAL ESTATE 
Extraordinary salesman: 
Does burying a statue of 
St. Joseph help sell 
homes? Many former 
homeowners are 
believers./fl 
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Greg Baracy will lead the Wayne-Westland 
school district after trustees voted 6-1 Mon
day to hire him as superintendent. He start
ed in the district as a vice principal. 

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON 
STAFF WRITER 

District administrators bid farewell 
to resigning superintendent Duane 
Moore and simultaneously welcomed 
his successor, Greg Baracy, following a 
6-1 decision by trustees to hire Baracy. 

Baracy, a district employee since 
1988, was first hired as the vice princi
pal of the William D. Ford Vocational 

Technical Center followed by promo
tion to principal, before he made the 
transition to the central administrative 
offices as assistant superintendent in 
1992. '.•'•: 

"I'm delighted by the board's action," 
said Baracy- "It will be a privilege to 
serve the district and the community in 
this capacity." 

While all of the Wayne-Westland 
trustees verbally expressed their sup

port of Baracy as the natural replace
ment for Moore, board member Ed 
Turner prefaced his "no" vote with the 
statement that his opposing vote was 
not "directed toward Greg Baracy but 
in the manner of which this selection 
was made." 

Turner said he battled for a long 
time with whether or not the board 
should have conducted a national 
search in spite of Baracy/s knowledge 
and experience he will bring to the job. 
Turner said trustees would be wise to 
search to "guarantee the best candidate 
was appointed to the position." 

Trustee David Cox said he believed 
"Greg Baracy has been on a four-year 

SCHOOLS 

job interview for the district" since he 
accepted the post as assistant superin
tendent of general administration in 
1992. 

Cox said he was more than satisfied 
with Baracy's track record and put 
faith in Moore's recommendation, 
knowing-Moore had "his house in 
order" before his departure and recom
mend a replacement worthy of the 
task. 

~"~ Please see BARACY, A2 

teaching techniques 
Water rescue: 
\\festlaricl fire
fighters receive 
annual wetter 
rescue training 
at the Central 
City Park pool 
from the city's 
water re&cue^ 
instructors; / 
Assistant Chief 
Mark tieal (left), 
instructor : 
MelahieSmitt, 
firefighter Dave 
WilhertXctifbbt), 
CapLAvis 
Dorsey (right 
front) and Sgt. 
Tom Wright 
make a pool res
cue using a 
backboard to 
take the victim, 
instructor Jill 
McPartlin, from-
the pool. 

8TAF7 PHOTO BY TOM ILWUBY 

Pooling resources 
Firefighters learn water rescue at Bailey pool 

BYKENASBRAMCZYK 
STAFF WRITER 

When firefighters respond to a div
ing or drowning accident, they mus t 
react quickly to save a person from 
losing his or her life in the water. 

However, they can't be too eager 
and actually dive into the water to 
save the victim. Firefighters receive 
special training for such accidents. 

They instead learn to slowly- efSter 
the water and use an "in-line stabi
lization" technique learned from the 
city's water safety instructors-— 
which is designed to prevent spinal 
nerve damage in diving accidents. 

Weatland officials believe the train* 
ing of the firefighters by the water 
safety instructors is the only program 
of i ts kind Ln the s ta te . About 70 
Westland firefighters receive annual 

training for 90 minutes to two hours 
on the stabilization technique, accord
ing to Mark Neal, assistant fire chief 

"We have a lot of rescues in water 
for young people who dive into water 
too shallow," Neal said. "We have to 
make sure we handle i t just right 
because of the potential for spine 
damage." 

Unique training 

- Rescue operations do not call for 
firefighters to dive in the water after 
a victim. In-line stabilization calls for 
firefighters to enter the water slowly, 
so they do not disturb the water and 
create a wave that might move a vic^ 
tim and further injure their nerves or 
spine. 

"You have to walk up with your 

Please see FIREFIGHTERS, A3 

Monroe, Wilson elementary schools sold for $750,000 
BY KIMBERLY A: MORTSON 
STAFFWRITER 

r v • -. . 
The Wayne-Westland school board 

approved the sale Monday of the for
mer Monroe and Wilson elementary 
schools for $750,000; • • 

Both properties were sold to real 
estate developers,. 

The properties, referred to as "sur
plus/' were closed by district officials in 
an effort to consolidate aging buildings 
where enrollment .was steadily decreas
ing. '•••"•iV. ;•';•: 

The district received offers for each 

of t h e proper t ies . B&sed oh t h e " n e t 
present value method,'' the district's 
firiance subcommittee made determina
tions to accept both offers, said Patricia 
Brand, assistant superintendent of 
business. .; 

Monroe Elementary School, located 
at 5021 Biddle St. in the city of Wayne: 
and closed in 1995, was purchased by 
Real Esta te Concepts L.L;C.,. fori 
$250,000, said Brand. 

The subcommittee, under the guid
ance of the finance director, also recom
mended the school board accept 
$500,000 from Weatland-based Galaxy 

Builders' for the site of the former Wil
son Elementary School. Both purchases 
were approved. 

Located at 1255 S. Wildwood and 
adjacent to the 65-ac,re woodlands 
known as Sassafras Trails, Wilson was 
closed nearly 15 ;years ago as a fully 
operational elementary school but 
remained opened to house an Indian 
education learning ce.rtt.erV' Wilson 
Preschool Special Education and Wil-
son-Sparkey Head Start program. 

Outside contractors have occupied 
various classrooms and portions of the 
building in the last few years, includ-

•t 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRrrgR 

; Ohio Highway Patrol Lt. Gabriel Fer-
encz called a Tuesday accident "the 
worst multiple vehicle accident I've 
seen in my 22 years with the Highway 
Patrol.*;. . : / , V : / ; / / / : - / / ' 

He was describing a deadly scene 
where a Livonia-based social services 
program van was crushed in a four-; 

- V e t y c i e ^ e c k ^ : . _ . i ^ 4 : .. / _ : . / / / / i _ ; j / 
Four Detroit teens and tho van's 

driver were thrown from the Spectrum 
Human Services Van and killed/Five 

J 

others were critically injured.; ' 
The tefehs were jus t 35 miles from 

their destination, the Cedar Point 
amusement park, when the accident 
'occurred.'. / 

"It was the worst, not only because of 
the five deaths,I but also seeing the vie-" 
tims thrown from the vehicle, clinging 
to life," added Lt! Ferencz. "Knowing 
they were all just teenagers makes it 
especially tough." : " 
"There wasn't-any thing-theSpectrum 

van driver could do 16 avoid the acci
dent. As Ferehcz put it, "theyAyoro 

just in the wrong place at the wrong 
time.'' . . / .;•• 

According to the Ohio Highway 
Patrol report, a westbound tanker 
truck was stopped on Ohio state High
way 2 behind a car that was waiting to 
turn left. Aftefr the car turned, the 
tanker attempted to accelerate and 
continue; A semitriailer came from 
behind : at a high ra te of speed and 
swerved to avoid hitting the tanker. 

-The semi clipped the left rear corner of 

~ T: '• Please see CRASH, A2 

ing a private day care center that cur
rently operates inside the vacant build
ing. ;'/•'••,_•,•'.'•'•'. 

'•'.'.. Superintendent Greg Baracy said the 
buyer, Galaxy Builders, has plans to 
"construct homes on the property " : 

Galaxy spokesman Brian Kallen said * 
plans for the development cannot be 
confirmed at this time unti l they 
receiye the appropriate executed docu
ments from the school district validat
ing the acceptance of their offer. 

"It's premature to say anything until 

Please see SCHOOLS, A3 ( 
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ACHIEVERS 
West land Achievers is a col-

jmin that runs regularly in the 
Observer, highlighting achieve-
merits and accomplishments of 
West land-area residents. To sub
mit an item for this column, 
please send to: Editor, Westland 
Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft 
Road, Livonia, Ml 48150 or fax 
information to (313) 591-7279. 

J o h n Rober t Bonand r in i of 
Westland received a master of 
arts degree from Bowling Green 
S t a t e Un ive r s i t y in Bowling 
Green, Ohio. 

Bonandrini was one of more 
than 900 students who graduat
ed during summer commence
ment exercises on Aug. 9 on 
campus. 

Schools from page A1 

the district gets hack with us," 
said• Kallen by te lephone less 
t h a n 24 h o u r s following the 
board's approval. 

Baracy said the same outcome 
is expected for the school proper
ty in Wayne with the probable 
demolition of both facilities to 
make way for future dcvelop-

' merit.•• 
'"Thf money from the sale of 

the. properties will be directed to 
'offset the district's .deficit." said 
Barney. 

Board of education member Ed 
Turner said in light of the .slash
es; public education funding has 
suffered, ' across t he board , 

^there 's no way of expla in ing 
how badly the money is needed." 

"With afi the recent vetoes and 
so forth the money is needed 
now more than before," sa id 
Turner. 

T r u s t e e s una n i m o u s 1 y 
approved, the sale of the. Wilson 
school property, however, school 
board vice p r e s iden t Mathew 
McCusker was the sole opponent 

•of the Monroe proposal in a 6-1 
vote, based on the developer's 
offer uf a land contract. 

"I'll be voting no because ' I 
have a strong'aversion to land 
contracts," said McCusker. 

LIVONIA PUBLIC S C H O O L S 
15125 FARMINGTON ROAD 

LIVONIA, MI 48154 

The Livonia Public- Schools Board of Education. Livonia. Michigan, hereby 
invites the submission uf scaled bids for: 

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT - PERRINVILLE SCHOOL 
33344 ANN ARBOR TRAIL 
WESTLAND, MI 48185 

Specifications, bid forms and plans may be obtained from the Central Office 
rurchitsinn Department Any questions regarding this bid may be directed 
to Mr. David Watson, Operations Director. (.313-5*23-9156). 

A ' B U I L D I N G . WALK-THROUGH AT THE P E R R I N V I L L E SCHOOL 
SITE WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 27 ,1997 AT 10:00 A M . 

Finis \M1I be received unti.l 10:00 A.M. on the 2nd of Sept., 1997 at the Board 
of Education Maintenance Department. 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
•Michigan. At this time and place all bid? will be publicly opened and read. 
Vendors are encouraged to attend. 

Bids must include a n'c Certified ('heck. Cashiers Check or State of 
'Michigan Bid-Bond. Performance Bond and 4,ab'or &'Materials Payment 
Bond in the amount of'100r ' will bo required of the successful bidders. 

The Board of Education reserve's the right to reject any or all bids in whole 
or m pari m the interest of uniformity, design, equipment, delivery time or 
preference, to waive any informalities and to award to other than low 
bidder, with rationale to support such a decision. 
1'nMi.h A U K U . I 2\ jrvi-.M HfHT 

'iMI niTiim • VII* 
Korean Karate Lessons...for Self-Discipline, Respectj 
Confidence, and Fitness. Great for relieving stress. 

i Great for all members of the family...ADULTS, 
TEENS and CHILDREN (10yrs?& Up)^ 

• NO Contracts 
• NO Hidden Costs 
• NO Sign Up Fee 
CLASSES: Mbh. 6-7:30 p.m. 

•"'.;. Thurs. 5:30-7 p.m. 
LMember World Woo Ouk Kwan Tang Soo Do Federafoon 

MIGHI6AM ACADEMY of MABTIAL AfTTS 
Located in Wesltand's Friendship Center •Westland 
1119 N: Newbtirgh Road (just S. of Ford Road) / t t i m AQ1-AOOI 
For Mor&lnfamation Call.......:.........,...... XalOlH 

i •--:•• j&*sj / ii ' v r 

Crash from page Al 

the tanker and careened into 
the eastbound lane of traffic, 
hitting the Spectrum van near
ly head-on. 

The S p e c t r u m van was 
smashed, reeling to a stop in a 
nearby soybean field. The semi 
also hit a Second van that also 
landed in the field. 

Lt. Ferencz told the Observer 
the passenger side of the Spec
t r u m van w a s s h e a r e d off, 
exposing the entire inside of the 
van. 

"Five of the ten passengers in 
the van were ejected from the 
vehic le ," reca l led Ferencz , 
"Being thrown from the van 
cer ta in ly con t r i bu t ed to the 
fatality count and severity of 
the injuries." 

The drivers of the tanker and 
semi, as well as passengers in 
the second van, were all treated 
at local hospi tals . None suf

fered life-threatening injuries. 
Ferencz, the Sandusky post 

commander, says an accident of 
this magnitude was inevitable. 

"Our statistics show the most 
dangerous state road in Ottawa 
County is this part of Route 2, 
which downgrades from four 
lanes to two a t a high ra te of 
speed," said Ferencz. "It's very 
difficult for dr ivers to adjust 
t h e i r speed on th i s s t r e t c h , 
causing numerous accidents." 

The Spectrum program vic
t ims a r e from Det ro i t . The 
dr iver of the van , a l so from 
Detroit , and a relat ive of his 
died at the scene. The driver's 
two children were also injured. 
The van was one of four Spec
trum, vehicles that was on its 
way to Cedar Point on Tuesday. 

The t r ip w a s r e p o r t e d l y a 
reward for teens doing well in 
the Milestone program. . 

The S p e c t r u m p rog ram 
allows young people in trouble 
with the law to remain in their 
homes, while they work to turn 
t h e i r l ives a r o u n d t h rough 
counseling and mentoring. The 
non-profit social services agen
cy also provides foster care, 
family preservation programs, 
employment training programs 
and group homes for young 
adu l t s , among i t s many ser
vices. 

Roger Swaninger, president 
of Spectrum Human Services, 
said Wednesday the primacy 
focus is now on providing thera
pists/clergy and staff to work 
with the survivors and their 
families. 

"Our prayers are with all of 
those involved in the accident 
as well as all of their families, 
friends and staff who have been 
impac ted by th i s hor r ib le 

tragedy," said Swaninger, "If 
you have kids of your own, it 
just makes ydu want to go home 
and hug them." 

S p e c t r u m h a s been in t h e 
news recently for the agency's 
effort to move their offices and 
a medium-security youth facili
ty i n to t h e former 63 ,000-
square-foot Montgomery Hospi
ta l .on Joy Road be tween 
Inkster and Middlebelt, on the 
Westland-Livonia border — an 
effort opposed by residents in 
both Livonia and Westland. The 
facility is a former psychiatric 
hospital. 

The city of Westland moved 
to block the youth facility por
t ion of the p l a n . The ci ty ' s 
action was recently upheld in 
Wayne County Circuit Court. 

Baracy from page Al 
Othe r board m e m b e r s said 

they felt Baracy's appointment 
would ensure a smooth transi
tion following Moore's two-year 
stint in district at a time when 
Wayne-Westland finds itself fac
ing an uphill f inancial ba t t le 
and an impending deficit. 

"I believe we're doing the best 
t h ing for the d i s t r i c t a t th i s 
t ime , " sa id Debra Fowlkes , 
school board p r e s i d e n t . "We 
don't need a breakdown at this 
time and Greg can offer the nec
essary continuity we are hoping 
for:" 

Banking ort a smooth leader
ship change, Baracy said he is 
aware the district faces several 
challenges, both immediate and 

long term. 
"We need to work wi th the 

Legislature to make sure they're 
• kept abreast of our needs both 
legis la t ively and to i n s u r e a 
quality and equitable education 
for all students," said Baracy. 

Other actions on his agenda 
include the proposal to board of 
educa t ion m e m b e r s of an 
upcoming bond issue to "bring' 
d is t r ic t bui ldings up to code, 
e q u i p m e n t a t bur phys i ca l 
p lants ,and technology for stu
dents."' 

The super in tenden t said he 
looks fonyard to ma in t a in ing 
unity with the board and strive 
to address issues "as a team" 
such as renewing t rus t in the 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
MICHIGAN 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that sealed proposals will be received at the 
Office of the. City Clerk, in the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt, Garden City, 
Michigan 48135 (Telephone: .313-525-8814), on. or before THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1997 at 2:00 p.m. for the following: 

AMBULANCE AND CONDITIONING UNIT 
Proposals must be submitted on forms furnished by the City Clerk, in a 
sealed envelope endorsed with the name(s) of item(s) bid. 
The City reserves' the right to accept or reject any or all bids, in whole or in 
part and to waive any informalities when deemed in the best interest of the 
City . 

R.D. SHOWALTER 
City Clerk Treasurer 

Publuh. August 21.1997 LT«i)i 

are 
one is easy. 

Thdmas-Gist Academy 
The future is in our hands 

ENROLL NQWliiMITED OPENINGS! 
A free public cfeter school tat grades K-8 

V* 

Offering: ' >v < 
Academic Excellence ' 
Strong MEAP scores 
Character Development 
Community Service 
Secure Environment 
School uniforms 

Call (313) 728^813 by Aug. 22 or visit us at 
28955 Rosewood Drive •Inkster 

Management by The Leona Group 
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E/ PRESS YOURSELF 
UNISEX HAIR SALON. 

Garden City between Warren & ford 
6623 MIDDLEBELT 421-7210 

^ 

i . 

• KIDS 
• HAIRCUTS 
I SHAMPOO & CUT 

.-ft.....„«,.«JV*.> . 

M UP TO 3 KIDS 
• N E W CLIENTS 
• Must present coupon with Mike only. 

No appointment necessary, cood til 9-15-97 

PERM 
IiONO HAIR EXTRA 

NEW CLIENTS 
• Must present coupon with Mike only. 

No appointment necessary. Cood til9-15-9? 

% ADULT 
{ HAIRCUT 
• NEW CLIENTS Wust present coupon 
• with Mike only; 
" No appointment necessary. Good VI915-97 

pH 

i^OLOR 
• NEW CLIENTS 
• Must present coupon with MIke only. 

NOappointment necessary. Good til 9-1S-97 

open 10-6 Monday thru Saturday 
WalkHns Welcome UMleM 

wmvALy 
T Community # 
sq Bajptist ^ 
^ C h u r c h ^ 
V AUG. 24th-29th IT 

';'..'. with 

j?wcJ£^/sr 
Jqhn N, Hamblin' 

Sunday 11 A.M.̂ 5 EM. 
. M^F^RM. 

28237^, Warren 
v Garden City 

• 'We need to work with the Legislature to make 
sure they're kept abreast of our needs both leg
islatively and to insure a quality and equitable 
education for all students/ 

Greg Baracy 
—superintendent 

community, ra i s ing s ta te test 
scores, secur ing t h e dis t r ic ts 
financial stability, and lowering 
the current dropout rate. 

"We are very cautiously opti
mist ic t h a t s o m e t h i n g might 
happen down the road," said 
Baracy, "but we. can't bank on 
that and need to be'realistic that 
there are a lot of real inequities 
out there." 

Baracy referred to this period 
as "post Proposal A time," when 
individuals, legislators and the 

governor realize tha t Proposal 
A's quirks are catching up with 
the state. 

On a positive note, the West-
l and a d m i n i s t r a t o r sa id he ' s 
looking forward to the upcoming 
school 'year and has prepared 
himself educationally and pro
fessionally for this moment.. 

"The time has come and I'm 
look ing fo rward to t h e chal
lenge," said Baracy. 
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READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
Q Readers can-SLubmit story suggestions, reactions to stories, tetters to 

the editor or make general comnients to any member of our news 
staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the following address: 
newsro6m@oeonlitie.com. 

Hometine: 313-953-2020 
U Open houses and new developments in your area. 
M Free real estate seminar information, 
rj Current mortgage rates. 

Classified After Hours: 313-591-0900 
B Place classified ads at your convenience/ 

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500 
a If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not 

receive your paper, please call one of our customer service repre
sentatives during the following hours; 
Sunday: 7 a.m- Noon 
Thursday: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. . 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
8 a.m. -5:30 p.m. 

Fax Line: 313953-2288 
@ You can use a MasterCard or Visa, 

to access the following Information 
from our classified ads. This service 
U available by rioon Wednesday and 
Saturday; 

•Item No.-9822: 
Vehicles: used trucks, vans and all 
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95 

Omon-Limi 313-591-0903 
H You can access Ori-Line with just 

about any communications software 
- PC or Macintosh, Ori-Llrie users can: 
• 8tndand. receive unlimited .e-mail 
• Accets all features;dj'theInternet—Telnet, Gopher, \VWW and more. 
«[Readelectrcnheditiomioftfitthe Observer ^Eccentric newspapers. 
• Chat with users across(tornior acres* the country, 

* To begin your On-Llne exploration; call 313-591.-0903 with your 
computer modem. Aitfiflpain prompt, i^einew. At the password 
prompt, press your ettter key* At the key prompt, type: 9508. 

On-line Hotline; 313-953-2266 . 
If you need help, call the On-Une Hotline at the number above. 
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