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this summer's construction season is 
In full swing. 

While cement and excavation con­
tractors reap the benefits of lyUchigan's 
need for Toad improvements, motorists- -

"still face construction delays on j-275Tt 
M-14, Seven Mife Road and other roads 

.and freeways throughout ttie state. " 
Tf»« Ot>«*rv*r would I l k * to 

ttwmr from yon rf youiiave any sufi-' 
gesttoris you would like to share with, • 

' other readers on car travel, alternative' 
routes to work or different routes to 
take on vacation. ••'"';•.'.*•. V . 

Give K M Abnmczyfc a call at (734) 
$53-2112, fax him at (734) 591,7279 
or e-mail at. ' *..,•:• ' -•:'•. 
.katramc^k@oe,homecomrn;net with 
your' suggestions and comments. ' . 

School 

HonKSIown 
»:<iMHIwii;^m),NH S H t w i n y 

Putting you in touch 
with ypur world 

• : : - : ' / : : • » . : / • % 

SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS 
01986 HonieTown Communication* Network, Inc.' 

Wayne-Westland school improvements made 
Possible by a voter-approved $!Q8.3miUion / 
... ond issue wIir&eghTTiext week, with ah-array— 
of summer projects totaling $2.5 million 
approved Monday. 

to begin 
ing renovations, will come later. boards for football, baseball and soccer. 

School officials have said the bond Glenn also will get new football field' 
money-will—allow-.them_ to., make. jighting. 

Fun inithe thuclrYoung­
sters 12 and under will 
get a chanci to p lay in 
one of the messiest play­
grounds in southeastern 
Michigan next Tuesday at 

\V/ayne County's annual 
Mud Day. /A5 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

WhatJa guy: Besides carv-
iAfigy ktiyqking, biking and 
^saVtn^Bu^^t^the—: — 

^ Westland retiree fills his 
"time volunteering./Bl 

ENTERTAINMENT 

• Music:Lqrl Apiey, a for-
;;me ĵLdmnid residetit; and 

Only the besit: ESD selects 
'•'.. the year's top buildings-by 

Detroit-areafirms./'Fl 
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HOW TO REACH US 
1 . - 'Newsroom: 734-953-2104 
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0/^5^0(^^^6^/5/^:734-591-0900 
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• Long-neglected Wayne-Westland 
school improvements made possible by 
a voter-approved $108.3 million bond 
issue will begin next week, officials 
said Monday. 
: A wide ar ray of summer projects 
totaling $2.5,million gained momentum 
Monday as1'school board 'members 

^pprovecLa serie$j£first-round bkhv ^ 
' ^e .a re moving faster than j thought 

McCusker said; 
Work crews hope to finish thg first-

phase projects by mid-September to-
avoid as many djsruptions'is possible 
for the startup of school, Construction 
Manager Bill McCarthy said. . 

Summer projects will range from ' 
replacing high school tennis courts to 
replacingjaulty elementary boilers. ."..-'; j . ; 

MucTilarger projects,;such as class-
possible," board Vice President Mathew room additjons and widespread build-

widespread"building.Tepairs-^hathaVe-
been delayed for years', in some cases 
raising, safety quest ions. Voters 
approved the bond issue Feb. 17 during 
a special election. 

What follows is a list of summer pro­
jects outlined by Charlotte Sherman, 
assistant superintendent for general 
administration. 

•.'• • John Glenn and Wayne Memorial 
high'schools will receive new tracks, 
new tennis courts, new football visitor^ 
bleachers, Upgraded fobtbair public 
announcement systems and new score-

Four contractors-will do the work for-
a total tab of $1,296,115. They are ABC 
Paving Co., W.R. Dougherty & Associ­
ates Inc., Dant Clayton Corp. and 
Mahalo Corp. 

• Elliott Elementary, Franklin Mid- * 
die School arid Wayne Memorial High] 
will receive' new boilers and pipe! 
repairs. Boiler rooms also will be paint-• 
ed. W.J. O'Neil Co. will do the work for" 
$648,850. . ...,-.-, : '• - > : '' 4 

• Kettering, /.jSployer^PatcJh^fg 
. "f,-: 

Doggone Alii 

Patriotic pup: At right. 
Peaches, a\.-l5*1'*year-old 

poodle, with owner Diane 
Vf&itti visiting from 

Florida, attended a "Dog 
Gone Party" at Dave and 
Santfo Smith's'residence 

in Wwsfldnd last wpefy'At 
top, Laseyja 5%month-

old Maltese wears a 
miniature hockey mask 
named after Osgood of-
the Detroit Red Wings. 

- Owner is Pam Geppert of'-
Northville. 

Benefit 
party goes 

' i 

to the dogs... 
It was a hot day, but it was 

"way too cool" a t Friday's dog 
costume party benefit in West-

*« land. 
"ft was a real success,and 

,something I will do again next 
year," Sandy Smith, organizer of 
the/event, said 

Between*40 and 45 dogs, 

Please see DOGS, A2 

—— 

Please see PROJECTS, A# 
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Departing Wayhe-Westland school 
board President Debra Fowlkes, in 
tears Monday as she chaired her last 
meeting, drew strong praise for her 
leadership-

Superintendent Greg Baracy, hired., 
for his job last August during Fowlkes' 
presidency, cited a long list of achieve­
ments during her tenure: 

• The district in February won voter-
passage of a $108.3 million bond issue 
for classroom technology and building 
improvements. . • ' 

• I Fowlkes led the charge to appoint 
a^bond oversight committee tha t 
includes a cross:section of xesidents. - . 

• She supported a Lincoln Elemen­
tary-basedOakwbod health clinic. 

" ~ ~ Please see FOWLKES, A4 

reported 
Meijer officials Saturday reported yet 

another counterfeit check-cashing 
scheme - the latest of several Westland" 

"incidents, police said. 
The newest report again prompted 

.police Sgt. Jor^Hajidzlikjto y/arn local 
busiriesses to heware of ca^mg\^Trrp^L 

terfeit payroll checks. " . " '•"•'" - 1. 
Local businesses can end up'losing 

--nioheyl wJidpL-they •cash bogus checks, 
he has said. . ™s». .-. 

. The"latest .cQuhterfeit check^^aj 
from a purported.Detroit.printing busi­
ness and w'as supposedly written on an 
NBD account,-Handzlik said. 

The amount was $563; several other 
counterfeit checks have be\>n in. the 
$300-$500 range; he said, : >' 

"The amount is just enough to make 

. .-. ~ Please see CHECK, A2 

Fees skate higher at Westlatid S 
Ice rihk rental fees jumped $10 on 

hour Wednesday at'Westland Sports 
Arena - and they will increase another 
$10 next July 1. ; '••', 

New rates marked the first price 
increase in three years at the facility, 
located on Wildwoodsjiorth of Ford 
Road, manager Matt Gorman said. ' 

Hourly rates for the Westland Hock­
ey Association and the Westland Fig­
ure Skating Club climbed front$110 to 

$120 an hour Wednesday, Gorman con­
firmed. 

Those rates will .increase to $130 
next July 1, he said. 

Outside> independent users will con­
tinue to pay $10 more an hour than 
local clubs. Their hourly rates climbed 
Wednesday from $120 to $130, Gorman 
said. \ —y^ 

Independent users will pay $140 an 
hour next July 1. ' • . - '* - , 

un 

A survey of similar ice rinks, showed^, 
that Westland had below-average user 
fees, Mark Ward, superintendent of 
operations^ Said in a memo to the 
Municipal Seryke Bureau, which over-
seesjhelocaTa^enh. " . ^ - . 

"Westland has one of the lowest 
hourly rates for ice rental in this area," 
Ward said in his memo. 

A survey of other, ice. arenas showed 
hourly ra tes ranging fronv$ 115 in 

un 
V : 

.Wayne to $175 in Troy for prime'time 
access. •''"•'.. 

New Westland rates are needed to 
maintain a quality facility, upgrade 
existing equipment and programs, and 
keep pace with inflation, Ward said in 
his memo. ' • 

Groups that want' ' to use the ice 
arena from midnight to 6 a.m. will still 

Pleasp see ARENA, A2 

..'. A weekend packed full of activities awriits^t Wcst-
'iandXSummer Festival. • 

Tonight, Friday^ Saturday and-Sunday the festival 
offers a variety of attractions including rides,% games 
and food booths. The festival carnivaland activities 
are open until 11 p.m; Thursday arid noon to l l p.m. 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

Food available will include pizza, hot dogs; tacos 
and icecream. < 
. Thursday's activities also include from 5:30.7 p.m. 
the Straw Hat Band, an 18-piece. brass band, fol­
lowed from 7-11 p.m. by Benny and. the Jets^ner-
forining oldies and classic rock. . N 

On Friday, July 3, a golf-chipping contest runs 
froni ^ 4 p ; m : ^ - - - - - - - - - - - ,---- - - - , - , _ 

Then get ready for music as Jacob Raming per­
forms .polka music 3-5:30.pm/ Tl\eh.from 7-8 pirn. 

-O^ie'^.Dceanvperforms classic awl modern rock 

music. , 
Als,o, Friday, Saturday and1 Sunday, bingo will be 

held 4^10 p.m. 
The Quality Movers Car Show registration kicks 

off bright and'early'Saturday, July 4, wjth the car 
show and swap meet beginning at 10 a.m. and run­
ning until 4 p.ni. The show will feature a variety of 
cars including street rods, street machines, sports 
cars, and trucks, Net proceeds from the event go to 
Children's Hospital of Michigan';. 

A*children's picnic, for ages'2-0 will be hold'10 
a.m. to. noon iti Tot Town. The fire safety house will 
also be open for tours. Children's events are spon­
sored by the Westland Civitan Club. 

.; Saturday's children's activities also include Qw,U 
, Show, at 11 a'm;, 12i30 ]>:m;;T:3Q p.m:, 't:30 p.m:; 

T*^ ' • • ' . '- " Please see FE8T,~A3 

VttnnerrtJOreal Denisc Fowlkes* 1998 bliss 
Wastiand Summer Festival, receives a hug 
from last-year's winner Jill'firouson, At 
fight,-is tO'mast€i:,pf^fV)»anies_Offteer 
Matthew Bobby, For more, please see AS: -

m m m t m m m a m m m 
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;A*Garden City pi*»a delivery 
driver told police he vyas rtbbed 
at gunpoint outside a Westland 
apartment building after a bogus 
order was called in Sunday; 
• The 20-year-old driver, making 

riflHasi delivery of the night, 
reported being held up about 
2:05 a.m. outside of Hampton 
Court Apartments on Christine, 
njorth of Pord Road between 
Wayne and Wildwoedv. ; ; 
I^Na^rwaJLJiasibeenvmade, 
/ ea tEn^Sjof i^^ 

'Kennedy aaid. , . - ^ 
^The victim reported losing 
about $80 'of his o*n cash. He ; 

•v^asn't parrying any money 
belonging to his employer, Boni-

. ty'a Piasza on: F<ird Road, because 
hje had paid for the, last order 
b^fbre leaving for the night* a 

..police report said; •''>•;..., 
• ("Benito's was'closing' and he 
i w[as going home after delivering 
; |4* accor^g to the reportr : - L 

,f The delivery driver told police 

he parked in frent of a' Hampton 
Court building gnd got out to 
deliver thevpizza when he heard 

' footsteps Approaching him. £ 
He reported that a man pojnt- • 

ed a chrome-colored pistolat him-
and demanded all his money 
before fleeing on foot. The victim; 
said he soon heard tires squeal.-
ing a short^starice riway. , 

V The victim retiarnedto'Berii- • 
to's and phoned police. An officer 
checked with afl apartment resV. 

—den t^he~deh ied-pltwn g-an 
ord§r frompthe^djessTgivehTtd 
the delivery driven : \! 

r. Officers, checked ihe area 
around Jfampton Court Apart­
ments but dfdn't Ideate a sus-

vpect..^';..^';-- ,;/• •-'. './'=/';''v':;' 
The delivery driver told police 

the robber was a white male, 
about 6-fbot-10, with dhprt blond 
hair and blue or green eyes; The 
robber wore as blaok, waist-

, length'jacket; dark jeans and 
work boots. 

N* r . — r 
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T 
it worthwhile but not enough to 

.. rpise an Eyebrow," Handzlik 
• . s a i & ' - ; ." ' . ' ' • ' • :>• ' • : • / • 

"•The latest incident followed 
eitrller; reports of fraudujejit 
checks being cashed in Wesfland 
a | Meijer and at a Warren Road 

'psartxstore. .'.;'**..-'- •';:.. 
'The checks purportedly came 

ffom NBD> Kentucky Fried 
GJuckeii 8Jid otherbusinesses. 
. \One Meyer incident led to an 
'arrest and a wider investigation 
in Detroit, Westland police t t i . 
Marc Stobbe has said.: 

•;The latest counterfeit che,ck 
.appeared on the sUrface to be 
legitimate, Handzlik said. ^ -
/"It looks just as legitimate as 

cin be at first," he said. 
{But a closer look revealed 

s^me problems: ; 
' { • T h e payee and dollar 

.aniount were typewritten, rather 
than coming from a printer.*' * 

• The dollar amount was pre­
ceded by a double dollar sign. ; 

• The month and the day 
noted on the check were follpwed 

•'-''by" an unusual amount of space' 
before the year "1998" | ^ s typed 
in,: ;•;•:'";•.: '.\;\ /rX~:-[:: ,v \ - '" .— 

• The check Was supposedly 
writteri .by a Seven Mile Road 
business to be drawn on a Seven 
Mile Road bank, raising ques­
tions about why the payee: 

Hirought it tOiWestland to cash it. . 
JHandzlik again warned local 

businesses to closely examine 
payroll checks before cashing ; 

. t h e m . v. '.•••..•'. :';'•;•/;.•. '•' 

The warning comes as suburbs 
arid Hbhe city .of Detroit, alike, 
fight an increasing number of 
counterfeit check schemes, local 
police said. 
/"Detroit has been running a 

huge investigation," Handzlik 
said.-'.', • : ,'"/. • 

' . - • " • : : • • . (USPS663*») 
t>uU(h*d *vwy Sundiy wiTturtdrf by Observer 4 Ecc*r*rio8 Ntwtpapert, 36251 Schoolcraft, Uvonta. MJ 
48150. Periodic*! po«Ug« p*M •* Uvonte. Ml «4151. Addrett al m d (iubserlptioo, ©hang* of rtdr.u. Form 
3*e9)WP-O.B«30M.lJ*col».MIWlSlJel»phori«591<»00. - ' 

^ - , ^ , SUBSCRIPTION RATES ' , , ̂ ^ r -
CvttorDeft'wy MiJDeCwy * 

•Mpntttf/i.:^.:...^::,-;...:^:...,,.:....-:: . -
h'Oni.ywtt.,'.:....,':..i—.......<-. 
': Ofit ye*r.(Sr. C/te*i)...;.:........... 
' rfowiiatTMJ.,... - ! . : . : ...... .... 
gtwfctrtblng pUbGshtd \t\xf* Wt*U*nd Ot**rv«Ms njbject W the OoncWon* ttii*d trt ttii apfjricatt* riM card, 
oofM <rf wtJ^ art vvdMibW (rorn r « « » M r t ^ < i « c « ^ ^ 
•W150. (734) Wt-23Q0-Tt* WWttand ObM/Vw reMrvM t* right not to •coat* an advert^* ordar. Obttm a 
EccaobV* ad-takan riav* no ai*ortry to Mod tM* nawipapar and only puUJca«on o/ an advarfisamaot *h«l 
c<x«luaf fr^aco^>Ur^o«^«*dvtrti»*f'iofOBf.* • • 

.......:...13.95 

.....:... S47.40 
.-$38.00 

.^afoof!y75 
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.........$90.00 
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
• Readers can $ybmitstory suggestions> reactions to stories, letters to the editor 

or rnake general comments to any memberof our news staff through E-Mail' 
via the Internet at the following address: 

•-'- .: newsroom*6eonlinexom/ , 

HomeHne; 73^9S3-2Q^0 
V Open houses and hew7devejoprne'nts in your area. 
• Free real estate seminar information;. 

VCurrentrnortgagerates.> T ; , ~. _ . 

Ciassffjed AfterjHours; 734*591 -0900 / 
rFtacex|assified adsatyour convenience. 

Circulation Pe^rtment; 734-591-0300 
• If you have a question about home.delivery orif you did nol receive your v 

: paper, please call onê of our customer service repre^ntatives duringthe v : 

.̂ -r'follpvyir̂ lKHJfs:-. •• .-":- '-.̂ .,- .-". 
Sunday: 8 am-Noon • 
Monday through Friday::

 v. r , 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30b.m.,:' ••';".• 

O&E Ort-Line: 734r591-0903 
• You can access On-Line with just 

about any communications software 
- PC or Macifttosh. On-tine users can;' 

• : • Send and receive unlimited e-mail. \ 
• Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, 
Gopher, VVWW and more. 
• Read electronic editions of the the 
Observer & Eccentric newspapers. 

- • Chat with users across town or across the 
country. •. 

> To begin your Online exploration, call 7&-
S9I-09O3 with your computer modem, At 
the lofi'n prompt, type: new. At the 
pa«v,-ord prompt, press your enter key. At 

. the key prompt, type: 9506. 

0^^0^^0^:73^.953-2266 
> If you need help, call the Online Hotline at the number above. 

Photo Reprinte; 734>591>0S00 
> Order reprints of pictures that have been uk*n by our staff photographers: 

• Provide the publictfton date, ptge number, toddncription of the picture, 
whkh most hive been publi*ked within the put 6 months. 

•' • $20 for the first print, $^50 for exh additional print pa/d in advance 
(checfcftcredit ctrd). . " • , • . " ' • 
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Pup pain Mdrci Rich ofLivonta^h^ldsh&rpugs at iheMpogQoneParty''to benefit Leader Dogs for the Blind* 
Yqshu6jnpnthsoldt (left) dressed as a clown, andIMditie, 2, as,a bride, attend the party at Dave andSaridy 
Smitnshoh^in Westland. ':•']•:•.•;'...'•• • 

from page At 

Doggy dress; Soft'Cpated wheaten terrier, Casey, 
4,ofWestBloomfield dressed for the occasion. 
Casey was with owner Bill Penh and family. 

mostly pugs, were dressed up in; 
costumes as part of the benefit 
which raised $865.50 for Leader 
Dogs for the Blind. The Dog 
Gone Party was held at Sandy 
and Dave Smith's Westland resi­
dence. • \' .„ •'.'':• 

Events included a silent auc­
tion for Beanie Babies, prizes 
and pictures, a disc jbokey and a 
backyard barbecue. : 

'^ There were also demonstra­
tions by a bomb sniffing dog and 
by Leader Dogs. Also a business -
that cleans up after dogs, Pup 
Cleanup, donated cleanup time. 

The dogs alsd got to cool off in 

swimming pools. And despite the 
hot weather there were, no dog 
fights: "The dogs got along great. 
It Was just way to cool," Sandy 
Smith said. . , 

It was fun to watch the dogs 
having fun, Smith said. "It was 
the craziest thing I've ever seen;" 

The.event started*as a picnic 
and ballooned, she said. ' 

'•:'. Smith, the owner of five Chi­
nese pug dogs, said she got the 
idea forJthe event "as she was 
watching news reports about 
neglected animals. 

^. wanted to do something nice 
for animals," she said. 

-rf-

VIC'S 
DINE 
FAMlLyKESTAURANT 

:SeeZMi^lebelt»Garden City ' 
i Block North of^FordRoad. -

(734) 427-5336 
Open Mon.-Sat. 7a.mA0p.m.; Sun, 7a.m.-3p.rn. . 

BREAKFAST 
SPECIAL M,~™ 

from page Al' 
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Ford Road 

Kroger Complex 

I V i e S DINER 

NOWHIRtNO 
EXFtRIBNCEO 
.wAmasedas, 

Try our Homemade CornBreadl 

LUNCH SPECIAL 
Any sandwich on our menu 

J '':•-• (Includes Soup dar.,.2 soups daily!) ' 

I only.... 3 * 1 5 
' ^ . __^ Noljrrit» Ohfi coupon for entire party • Dine-In only_ 

Unlimited ^ p J ^ o ^ £ 2 # ^ 9 
DINNER SPECIAL 

, 7 Different Complete Dinncra, 
I to choose fromr ^ • 

| | • Stuffed Cabbie • Veal Cutlet • Meat loaf | 

NEW SPECIALS 

p5lbhrimp& v.i^i/ -
• Liver & Onions •ChlcU^bob • 

I 12oz. N.Y $^95 LI 
1 6trip Steak... 9: * • • 

I 1 I I ' (ir^^5oup3ar...2swp5^) ' j 

Pork Chop $^o§ l i t J A « ^ M^^'-'^ll^Wfrl 
/^Mrs ttoup b»rflmcob c<!w or JM'M *•:.•'•'?* ^ • •• ^^-

V ^ No limit. One coupon for entire pjirty Ping :n only. J ^ Uo i y,t * Ol^^oufwfortn tjrepsrty * Oirie-in on?y 'J§ 

receive the lowest possible price, 
although those rates, too, have. 

. increased $10 an hour. 
Hourly rates for tfiat six-hour 

period climbed Wednesday frpnY . 
$100 to $110 and will increase to 
$120 next July 1, Gorman said. 

Some, local recreation enthusi­
asts have suggested that a sec­
ond ice rink is needed at West-

^Jand Sports; Arena. 
In fact, a new rink topped a * 

, preliminary wish list of commu­
nity residents who attended a 
March brainstorming session on 
the city's recreation needs. 

"That is still under discus­
sion," city Finance Director Tim 
McCurley said Monday. "There 
are no real hard plans at this 

• time, although* there has been 
some talk." 

Suggestions for a second ice 
, rink parallel the city administra­

tion's hopes for building an 
upscale recreation center, likely 
on Central City Parkway riorth 
ofFotdRoad, 

Seven city officials recently 
traveled to Colorado at public 
expense to attend* recreation 
Beminars and tour state-of-the-
art facilities. 

Some council members have 
said the city needs to chart a 
clear direction for its recreation 
needs so'tfiat efforts - and possi­
bly services - aren't duplicated. 

/Ward, in his memo, noted that 
a three-year freeze on hourly ice 
rental rates coincided with 
increasing operational costs due 
to inflation and the need, for 
facility improvements. • 

"The Municipal Service 
Bureau and the administrative 
team are taking every effort to 
reduce operating costs \n the 
arena arid wilt continue to do so 
in the future,* Ward wrote. "This 
is very difficult to do while main­
taining an adequate operating 
schedule for programs and ade­
quate staff coverage. 

.* "Although we will continue to 
operate an efficient facility," 
Ward's memo continued, "the 

"growing need to upgrade existing 
equipment, existing programs, 
and the need to rise accordingly 
with the inflation rato, plays an 
important role ihHhe futtntj and— 
success of the arena." 

\ 
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