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nghtFest Wayne County
LightFest in Hines Park,
Westland, continues
nightly 7-10 p.m. through
Jan. 1. Donation is $5 per
car.

MONDAY

Teen Net meeting: At 4
p.m. Monday, the library’s
teen advisory group meets
to discuss the types of
music, books and pro-
grams they would like to
see at the library. Com-
munity Meeting Room A.

HOLIDAYS

Closlngs. The 18th Dis-
trict Court and Westland
city offices will be closed
Thursday and Friday,
New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day.

Schools: Schools in the
Wayne-Westland and
Livonia Public school dis-
tricts are closed all week

for the holidays.

Trash: The trash pickup
-schedule will be partially
altered by the New Year’s
holiday. Thursday’s trash
pickup will be on sched-
ule, while Friday’s pickup
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AHEAD

Time Off '

need not
be ho hum

BY RENER SKOGLUND
STAFF WRITBR

It's the day after the day after |

Christmas and you have a houseful

of guests waiting to be fed and

entertained for the next week. Well,
take a deep breath, wade through
the wrapping paper and make your-
gelf a cup of coffee. This doesn’t
have to be the nightmare after
Christmas.

From tours of the Auto Baron

Famlly actlvitles

Homes to trips to Greenfield Village {54

to a day of skating or an evening of
games at home, Christmas guests
can have quite a festive agenda if
they want one.

And then there's all those fabu-
lous neighborhood light displays.

“I often take guests out to look at
the lights. One area subdivision you
should go through is the Fox Run
subdivision on the corner of Beck
and Ford Road in Canton. It's a real
sight to behold,” said Judy Evola,
director of community relations for
the Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict.

Livonia sports its own unofficial
light display on Ellen Drive, north
off of Six Mile between Newburgh
and Haggerty, where the 23 home-
owners have started a tradition that
rivals Hines Park and Domino
Farms. The light-happy bunch of

neighbors welcomes the yearly trek

of gawkers, who often shout compli-
ments or leave notes and candy
canes.

Joe and Pam Thomas of Canton
keep their Christmas entertaining
low-key with cards, videos and food.
Joe said Pam is a “great cook,” but
it's the card games that take center
stage during Christmas. “We're a
big card family. We've done it most
of our life. Euchre is probably the
biggest.”
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channel

lineup
changes

B The brand-new Game E )
Show Network premiered - .
Wednesday, featuring both::
first-run and classic game-:
shows. The Game Show
Network will share space:
with the Travel Channel. :
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
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Westland MediaOﬁe
customers who can’t
get enough of game
shows will want to
come on down to chan-
nel 15.

The brand-new
Game Show Network premiered
Wednesday, featuring both first-run
and classic game shows.

MediaOne is the first cable company
in the Detroit area to get the network,
gaid Paula Peters, communications
manager for Media One’s Plymouth
Township office.

“We're always looking for ways to
enhance our lineup,” Peters said. “The
Game Show Network is a creative way
of doing that.”

Some of the first-run game shows
viewers can catch include “Jeopardy,”
“Wheel of Fortune” and “The Price is
Right.” Classic shows include “Pass-
word,” “I've Got a Secret” and “What’s
My Line.”

.- The Game Show Network wilt share
space with the Travel Channel. People
can catch the game shows between 2
a.m. and 6 p.m. and the Travel Chan-

Please see CABLE, A2

. Livonia resident Linnea Garvey .
will be Saturday- recommends the Hands-On Science Canlnes get
Museum in Ann Arbor for out-of-

Library: The William P, town guests anytime of the year. : .
d ; ; “It’s a fun place for children and - {

Faust Publl? lerary Of adults because when you go, you

Westland will be closed play. You just don't*look, you do.” Oggone

Thursday and Friday. Sharon Scott, Westland City

~ TREE PICKUP

DPS: The Westland
Department of Public Ser-
vice will offer Christmas

tree pickup Jan. 4-15
only. Put out compost and
trees on your regular
trash day in proper con-
‘tainers or paper refuse
bags. No plastic bags will
be picked up.

Councilwoman and president pro
tem, offers this energy-saving, post-
holiday entertainment suggestion:
“Take them out to breakfast.”
Jennifer Tobin, executive director
of the Plymouth Community Arts
Council, is heading home to New
Martinsville, W. Va. this Christmas,

Please see TIME OFF, A3

™ STAFF PHOTO BY ToM HAWLEY

Father and son: Jim Barnes of Westland carries his son Travis,
3, at the Westland Sports Arena. Travis was just learning to
skate. Skating is a fun activity for the holiday vacation time.

There’s plenty to do this week

Let there be lights ... lots!

Domino Farms’ St. Nicholas
Light Display in Ann Arbor
includes an animated nativity, an
expanded indoor display with lots of
family activities, an electric train
kids can ride and a herd of real buf-
falo. Open 6-10 p.m. nightly through
Thursday, Dec. 31. Minimum dona-

lights. Open 5:30-8 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday, until 9 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day. Closed New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day.'The zoo is located at
8450 W. 10 Mile at Woodward
Avenue, Royal Oak. Cost: $3 adults,
$2 children ages 2-12, shightly less
for Detroit Zoo'ogical Society mem-
bers. Call Wild Lights hotline at

Ice skating

Compuware Sports Arena,
14900 Beck in Plymouth Township.
Public skating during Christmas
week 9-11 a.m. and noon to 2 p.m. on
Wednesday. $2 to $4 depending on
age and residency. Skate rental $3.
Call (734) 453-3427.

Farmington Hills Ice Arena,

good gifts

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Employees at a Westland Kroger
store decided this year that they want-
ed to give something extra special to
animals for the holidays.

This year, between 20 and 40 dogs at
the Michigan Humane Society’s West-
land shelter will be a little bit happier
whiling away their time in cages,
thanks to a special dog treat delivery
Tuesday from Santa himself.

Kroger employees at the Michigan
and Merriman store collected dona-
tions from other employees and decided
at the end of the year that MHS should
get some of the money. A Kroger
employee dressed as Santa brought the
donations to the shelter this week.

B Classified Index , \ oo :
" Jobs i e e tion per car $6 Monday-Thursday, $7 (248) 541-5835. i 35500 Eight Mile. Open at various The employees raised $1j100
obs o CS Friday-Sunday. Located at 24 Frank The Wgyne County LightFest times during Christmas week for t}_urm:ghout the vear. They decided to
Home&Servlce . Ds Lloyd Wright Drive, off Earhart has 39 giant displays along 4 12 43¢ (age 16 and over) and public give 3500 to the poaches and $600 to a
Automotive D6 Road, north of Plymouth Road. Call Miles of Edward Hines Drive from  (y o4in0 "Open New Year's Eve 10 local homeless shelter ,
S s K Merriman Road in Westland to Dear- . . i “Nobody remembers the animals at
Real Estate £S5 (734) 930-4430. 1 _ i am. to 1:50 p.m. $3.50 to $6 depend Lo \ nber
____Real tistate _ B The Detroit Zoo's “Wild Lights” born Helghts. Display runs until Jan. ing on residency. Skate rental $2. Christmastime.” said Ted Beggrow,
Crosgword ES is a dazzling display of animal sculp- 1. Drivers should enter at Hines .11 (948) 478-8800 manager at Kroger's newest Westland
T ’ ) Drive and Merriman. Minimum car ‘ ' store, at Michigan and Merriman.
IHealth &Fitness _ A8 tures formed by more than 400,000 donation $5. Call (734) 2611990 Plense see PLENTY, A3
.Arts & L_elq}lre , B1 Please see DOGS, AG
lTaste B7
B Sports & Recreation

R

Nankin Mills Center gets in touch with history

BY DIANE GALR ANDREASSI
SPECIAL WRITER

HOW T0 REACH us

wa Native Americans met annually.

Next the river drew European settlers, who bult a
gristmill in 1830. The building east of Ann Arbor
Trail would later become a stage coach stop, general
store and is rumored to be a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad.

Henry Ford bought the mill in 1918 and with
Thomas Edison used the Rouge for hydroelectric
power ta run machines that built small car parts.
Ford's wife, Clara, donated the plant to the Wayne
County Parks System in 1948.

Clements and crews of Wayne County employees
are in the midst of making a longtime dream reality
by re-creating the four eras - Native American,
European, Ford's hydroelectric powered shop and
the contemporary use.

By fall 1999, visitors will be greeted at the front
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Driving along Hines Drive it's easy to forget that
the meandering Middle Rouge River was once a
majestic magnet for settlers and industrialists.

“I grew up four miles from here and 1 didn’t know
all of the history,” explained Carol Clements, Nankin
" Mills department manager/naturalist.

Today, Clements knows extensive details about
everything from the natural habitat that includes
mink, coyote and fox, history and each twist in the
river in an exhaustive effort preparing exhibits that
will be housed in the Nankin Mills Interpretive Cen-

ter. -+
By next fall, the stark white building ecast of Ann
Arbor Trail along Hines Drive in Westland will show

STAr? PROTO BY BRYAN MITCAIFIL

viaitors that they're standing at the site of sacred
Native American);neotings helgd centuries ago. It was door by a talking river that will direct them to the Scout vislt: Boy Scouts watch a snake eat-

6 563174 10011 6 the place where the Ottawa, Potawatomi and Chippe- Plonno noc CENTER, A2 i1ng a worm at Nankin Mills recently.
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‘Follow me back in time.’

Walkmg on the wooden front -

porch or in the upper levels of

the bmldmg, visitors can begm‘
to imagine all who- have gone:
there before. Clements-is asking

anyone who might have stories
about the area, or artifacts from
the Ford days, to consider shar-

"ing what they have with the

thousands of visitors who will be
learning about what happened
in the days gone by.

“I"d love to get local Native
American people to give us more
stories,” she added.

Meanwhile, the Interpretive
Center has become a popular
place for family outings; scout
tours and other activities, like
family astronomy night; a
demonstration on edible plants
from the area; as well as pro-
grams on Mlchlgan snakes and
wildflowers in the Holliday For-
est Wildlife preserve that abuts
Nankin Mills.

In fact, students from Livonia,
Garden Cit.y and the Plymouth-
Canton school districts have
been taking field trips to the his-
toric building on a regular basis,
Clements said.

Other programs highlight
insect life and extinct animals;
instruction on compass reading
and map skills, as well as sum-
mer day camps. Not only kids
are drawn to Nankin Mills Inter-
pretive Center. Crafts and other
events attract people of all ages
including senior citizen groups.

Much of what is going on in
the builling can be credited to
Friends of Nankin Mills, a non-
profit, volunteer group, that
formed in 1988 when the wreck-
ing ball was looming.

“They had a lot of foresight to
see that the mill had to be
saved,” Clements said, adding
that the 1996 passage of a mil-
lage for Wayne County Parks is

| I Programs hlghllght

Insect life and extlnct

animals; Instruction on -

compass reading and

map skills, as well as.

summer day camps. Not
only kids are drawn to -
Nankin Milis Interpre-
tive Center. Crafts and
other events attract ..
people of all ages

lncludlng senlorcltlierr -

groups.

S

also mstrumental in forgmg the
current plans. =

“We're excited to have the pub¢
lic come back to Wayne County
Parks,” Clements said. “It’s real<-.
ly been a Phoemx out of the
ashes.”

The Rouge Rlver remams a .

vital drawing card to the area -
and with the recent Rougé River

cleanup, more people, especmlly

anglers, are returning. ‘
Wayne County Parks has a]so

recently drawn families and

other groups back with pro- -
grams like Saturday in the Park, -

where roads are closed for

skaters, cyclists, runners and °
walkers on Saturdays from May .

through September; as well as
the Wayne County LightFest -
during the hohday season.

Finishing a mini-tour of the
exhibits that will be in the
Nankin Mills Interpretive Cen-"
ter, Clements concluded: “I sort
of feel that we are onto the next
era. We're reopening and appre-
ciating everything that hap-
pened in the past. It’s been
taken for granted for so long.
This is an exciting time to be
here.”

Tour: Boy Scouts recently visited the Nankin Mills
Interpretive Center in Westland. At right, a great blue
heron stands in the foreground.
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Just because something is old
doesn’t mean it isn’t valuable.

here and there, restoring the gears...

polishing a case. I know that there’s a lot of life left in these old guys. I can relate to that.

Ask your employer or banker about saving with
U S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons.

I Cable

Y from page Al

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL

I can relate to that. maybe that’s why I'm never in a rush with these guys. Sanding out a dent
soon I'll have all the time in the world for them, just like
they have for me. That’s the beauty of retirement. And now that it’s almost here, I'm gratef'u] that
I started planning early — with U.S. Savings bonds. I started buying Savings Bonds when I got
my first real job, through a Payroll Savings plan. I put aside something every payday. And little
by little, it really added up. Bonds are guaranteed safe, too, and earn interest up to 30 years.

In a few more years, you’ll find me out here in the worksho

more and more, fixing a hinge or

nel between 6 p. m, and 2:a.m.
The Travel Channel features

travel ideas and in-depth pro-
. gramming about the people,
~ places’and cultures of the world.

Other lineup changes include

“. moving channel 25 (WPXD) to
“channel.: 11 and- “moving

;»':T'MediaOne ’I‘e!ewsion from chan-
“nel 1110 25.

MedmOne has Just launched a

@ WEDIAORE

program geared toward helping
the Wayne-Westland schools.
Now until Feb. 28, 1999, when
Westland residents purchase

Home Theater pay-per-viey.

movies, MediaOne will donate 10
percent of that purchase to new
computers for the lab. The new
computers will include high-

" speed Internet service from

Media One.

“We wanted to do something
for the community of Westland
and help bring some additional
technology to the schools,” Peters
said.

The plan will ultimately bene-
fit the students, she said. Teach-
ers will be able to tap into Inter-
net resources to aid in instruc-
tion, among other things.

“I believe the teachers don’t
always have the technology
skills to pass onto students. This
is a way to give them technolo-

w‘”

ACHIEVERS

Items for Westland Achievers
may be sent to Beth Sundrla
Jachman, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia MI 48150, faxed to (734}
591-7279 or e-mailed to: bjach-
man@oe.hornecomm.net

Liisa Anastasia
Hardaloupas of Westland has
received her master of organiza-
tion development degree from
Bowling Green State University
in Bowling Green, Ohio.
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