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Gambling treatment centers reach out, A8 
s 

Sunday 
December 27,1998 

VOUVIF :-14 NtiMRFH 5 9 

UghtFest: Wayne County 
LightFest in Hines Park, 
Westland, continues 
nightly 7-10p.m. through 
Jan. 1. Donation is $5 per 
car. 

MONDAY 

Teen Net meeting: At 4 
p.m. Monday, the library's 
teen advisory group meets 
to discuss the types of 
music, books and pro­
grams they would like to 
see at the library. Com­
munity Meeting Room A. 

HOLIDAYS 

Closings: The 18th Dis­
trict Court and Westland 
city offices will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, 
New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day. 

Schools: Schools in the 
Wayne-Westland and 
Livonia Public school dis­
tricts are closed all week 
for the holidays. 

Trash: The trash pickup 
schedule will be partially 
altered by the New Year's 
holiday. Thursday's trash 
pickup will be on sched­
ule, while Friday's pickup 
will be Saturday. 

Library: The William P 
Faust Public Library of 
Westland will be closed 
Thursday and Friday. 

TREE PICKUP 

DPS: The Westland 
Department of Public Ser­
vice will offer Christmas 
tree pickup Jan. 4-15 
only. Put out compost and 
trees on your regular 
trash day in proper con­
tainers or paper refuse 
bags. No plastic bags will 
be picked up. 
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Family activities 

Time off 
need not 
be ho-hum 
BY R E N B E SKOGLUND 
STAFF WRITER 

I t ' s the day after t he day after 
Christmas and you have a houseful 
of g u e s t s w a i t i n g to be fed a n d 
entertained for the next week. Well, 
take a deep breath , wade through 
the wrapping paper and make your­
self a cup of coffee. This doesn ' t 
h a v e to be t h e n i g h t m a r e a f te r 
Christmas. 

F r o m t o u r s of t h e Auto Baron 
Homes to trips to Greenfield Village 
to a day of skating or an evening of 
games at home, Chr i s tmas guests 
can have quite a festive agenda if 
they want one. 

And then there 's all .those fabu­
lous neighborhood light displays. 

"I often take guests out to look at 
the lights. One area subdivision you 
should go through is the Fox Run 
subdivision on the corner of Beck 
and Ford Road in Canton. It's a real 
sight to behold," said Judy Evola, 
director of community relations for 
the P lymouth -Can ton school dis­
trict. 

Livonia sports its own unofficial 
light display on Ellen Drive, north 
off of Six Mile between Newburgh 
and Haggerty, where the 23 home­
owners have started a tradition that 
r i v a l s H i n e s P a r k a n d Domino 
F a r m s . The l ight-happy bunch of 
neighbors welcomes the yearly trek 
of gawkers, who often shout compli­
m e n t s or l eave n o t e s and candy 
canes. 

Joe and Pam Thomas of Canton 
keep their Chris tmas enter taining 
low-key with cards, videos and food. 
Joe said Pain is a "great cook," but 
it's the card games tha t take center 
s tage dur ing Chr i s tmas . "We're a 
big card family. We've done it most 
of our life. Euchre is probably the 
biggest." 

Livonia resident Linnea Garvey 
recommends the Hands-On Science 
Museum in Ann Arbor for out-of-
town gues t s anyt ime of the year . 
"It 's a fun place for chi ldren and 
adu l t s because when you go, you 
play. You jus t don'frlook, you do." 

S h a r o n Sco t t , W e s t l a n d Ci ty 
Counci lwoman and p res iden t pro 
tem, offers this energy-saving, post-
holiday en te r ta inment suggestion: 
"Take them out to breakfast." 

Jennifer Tobin, executive director 
of t h e Plymouth Community Arts 
Council, is head ing home to New 
Martinsville, W. Va. this Christmas, 

P l e a s e s ee TIME OFF, A3 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY 

Father and son: Jim Barnes of Westland carries his son Travis, 
3, at the Westland Sports Arena. Travis was just learning to 
skate. Skating is a fun activity for the holiday vacation time. 

There's plenty to do this week 
Let there be lights ... lots! 

D o m i n o F a r m s ' S t . N i c h o l a s 
L i g h t D i s p l a y i n A n n Arbor 
includes an an imated nat ivi ty, an 
expanded indoor display with lots of 
family act ivi t ies , an electric t ra in 
kids can ride and a herd of real buf­
falo. Open 6-10 p.m. nightly through 
Thursday, Dec. 31. Minimum dona­
tion per car $5 Monday-Thursday, $7 
Friday-Sunday. Located at 24 Frank 
Lloyd W r i g h t Dr ive , off E a r h a r t 
Road, north of Plymouth Road. Call 
(734) 930-4430. 

T h e De t ro i t Zoo's "Wild L igh t s " 
is a dazzling display of animal sculp­
tures formed by more than 400,000 

l i gh t s . Open 5:30-8 p.m. Sunday -
Thursday, until 9 p.m. Friday-Satur­
day. Closed New Year's Eve and New 
Year ' s Day. The zoo is located at 
8450 W. 10 Mile a t W o o d w a r d 
Avenue, Royal Oak. Cost: $3 adults, 
$2 children ages 2-12, slightly less 
for Detroit Zoo'ogical Society mem­
be r s . Cal l Wild L igh t s ho t l i ne at 
(248) 541-5835. 

T h e W a y n e C o u n t y L i g h t F e s t 
has 39 g iant displays a long 4 1/2 
miles of Edward Hines Drive from 
Merriman Road in Westland to Dear­
born Heights. Display runs .until Jan. 
1. Dr ive r s should en t e r a t Hines 
Drive and Merriman. Minimum car 
donation $5. Call (734) 261-1990 

Ice skating 
C o m p u w a r e S p o r t s A r e n a , 

14900 Beck in Plymouth Township. 
Public s k a t i n g du r ing C h r i s t m a s 
week 9-11 a.m. and noon to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday. $2 to $4 depending on 
age and residency. Skate rental $3. 
Call (734) 453-3427. 

F a r m i n g t o n H i l l s I c e A r e n a . 
35500 Eight Mile. Open at various 
t imes du r ing C h r i s t m a s week for 
adult (age 16 and over) and public 
ska t ing Open New Year's Eve 10 
a.m. to 1:50 p.m. $3.50 to $6 depend­
ing on residency Ska te rental $2 
Call (248)478-8800. 

P lease see PLENTY, A3 

HomeTbwn 
< <IH>II f<K!A <U>NH N t t W l l H K ' 

Putting you In touch 
with your world ; 

& 

SEVENTY-RVE CENTS 

0lMg JfplMToirfc C<MnmunIc»Uonj Network, tic. 

channel 
lineup 
changes 
• The brand-new Game 
Show Network p remie red ; : 
Wednesday, featuring bottf: 
first-run and classic game> 
shows. The Game Show 
Network will share space '• 
with the Travel Channel. 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

Westland MediaOne 
c u s t o m e r s who can ' t 
get enough of g a m e 
shows will w a n t to 
come on down to chan­
nel 15. 

The b r a n d - n e w 
Game Show Ne twork p r e m i e r e d 
Wednesday, featuring both first-run 
and classic game shows. 

MediaOne is the first cable company 
in the Detroit area to get the network, 
said Pau l a Pe t e r s , communica t ions 
manager for Media One's Plymouth 
Township office. 

"We're a lways looking for ways . to 
enhance our lineup," Peters said. "The 
Game Show Network is a creative way 
of doing that." 

Some of the first-run game shows 
viewers can catch include "Jeopardy," 
"Wheel of Fortune" and "The Price is 
Right." Classic shows include "Pass­
word," "I've Got a Secret" and "What's 
My Line." 
~- The Game Show Network will share 
space with the Travel Channel. People 
can catch the game shows between 2 
a.m. and 6 p.m. and the Travel Chan-

P lease see CABLE, A2 

Canines get 
doggone 
good gifts 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WFUTKR 

Employees a t a Wes t l and Kroger 
store decided this year that they want­
ed to give something extra special to 
animals for the holidays. 

This year, between 20 and 40 dogs at 
the Michigan Humane Society's West-
land shelter will be a little bit happier 
wh i l i ng away t h e i r t ime in cages , 
thanks to a special dog treat delivery 
Tuesday from Santa himself. 

Kroger employees at the Michigan 
and Merr iman store collected dona­
tions from other employees and decided 
at the end of the year that MHS should 
get some of the money. A Kroger 
employee dressed as Santa brought the 
donations to the shelter this week. 

The employees ra i sed S i , 100 
throughout the year. They decided to 
give $500 to the pooches and $600 to a 
local homeless shelter 

"Nobody remembers the animals at 
Chr i s tmas t ime , " said Ted Beggrow, 
manager at Kroger's newest Westland 
s to re , at Michigan and M e r r i m a n 

Please see DOGS, AG 

Nankin Mills Center gets in touch with history 

6 63174 1001t 6 

BY DIANE GALE ANDREA8SI 
8PECIAL WRITER 

Driving along Hines Drive it's easy to forget that 
the meande r ing Middle Rouge River was once a 
majestic magnet for settlers and industrialists. 

"I grew up four miles from here and 1 didn't know-
all of the history," oxplained Carol Clements, Nankin 
Mills department manager/naturalist. 

Today, Clements knows extensive details about 
everything from the na tura l habi ta t tha t includes 
mink, coyote and fox, history and each twist in the 
river in an exhaustive offort preparing exhibits that 
will be housed in the Nankin Mills Interpretive Cen­
ter. • • 

By next fall, the stark white building east of Ann 
Arbor Trail along Hines Drive in Westland will show 
visitors t ha t they're s tanding at the site of sacred 
Native American meetings held centuries ago. It was 
the place where the Ottawa, Potawatomi and Chippe­

wa Native Americans met annually 
Next the river drew European settlers, who built a 

gristmill in 1830 The building east of Ann Arbor 
Trail would Inter become a stage coach stop, general 
store and is rumored to be a stop on the Under­
ground Railroad 

Henry Ford bought the mill in 1918 and with 
Thomas Edison used the Rouge for hydroelectric 
power to run machines that built small car parts. 
Ford's wife, Clara, donated the plant to the Wayne 
County Parks System in 1948 

Clements and crews of Wayne County employees 
are in the midst of making a longtime dream reality 
by re-creating the four eras Native American, 
European, Ford's hydroelectric powered shop and 
the contemporary use. 

By fall 1999, visitors will be greeted at '.he front 
door by a talking river that will direct them to the 

STUT PBOTO BY R»YAN Mrrom i 

Scout visit: Box Scouts watch a snake cat 
> l e n s o see CENTER, A2 ' " /? a won» nt Nankin Mills recently 
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different exhibits explaining, 
'Follow me back in time.' 

Walking on the wooden front 
porch or in the upper levels of 
the building, visitors can begin 
to imagine all who have gone; 
there before. Clements is asking 
anyone who might have stories 
about the area, or artifacts from 
the Ford days, to consider shar­
ing what they have with the 
thousands of visitors who will be 
learning about what happened 
in the days gone by. 

"I'd love to get local Native 
American people to give us more 
stories," she added. 

Meanwhile, the Interpretive 
Center has become a popular 
place for family outings; scout 
tours and other activities, like 
family astronomy night; a 
demonstration on edible plants 
from the area; as well as pro­
grams on Michigan snakes and 
wildflowers in the Holliday For­
est Wildlife preserve that abuts 
Nankin Mills. 

In fact, students from Livonia, 
Garden City and the Plymouth-
Canton school districts have 
been taking field trips to the his­
toric building on a regular basis, 
Clements said. 

Other programs highlight 
insect life and extinct animals; 
instruction on compass reading 
and map skills, as well as sum­
mer day camps. Not only kids 
are drawn to Nankin Mills Inter­
pretive Center. Crafts and other 
events attract people of all ages 
including senior citizen groups. 

Much of what is going on in 
the building can be credited to 
Friends of Nankin Mills, a non­
profit, volunteer group, tha t 
formed in 1988 when the wreck­
ing ball was looming. 

They had a lot of foresight to 
see tha t the mill had to be 
saved," Clements said, adding 
that the 1996 passage of a rail-
lage for Wayne County Parks is 

• Programs highlight 
Insect life and extinct 
animals; instruction on 
compass reading and 
map skills, as well as 
summer day camps. Not 
only kids are drawn to 
Nankin Mills Interpre­
tive Center. Crafts and 
other events attract 
people of ail ages 
Including senior citizen 
groups. 

also instrumental in forging the 
current plans. 

"We're excited to have the pub­
lic come back to Wayne County 
Parks," Clements said. I t ' s real­
ly been a Phoenix out of the 
ashes." 

The Rouge River remains a 
vital drawing card to the area 
and with the recent Rouge River 
cleanup, more people, especially 
anglers, are returning./ 

Wayne County Parks has also 
recently drawn families and 
other groups back with pro­
grams like Saturday in the Park, 
where roads are closed for 
skaters, cyclists, runners and 
walkers on Saturdays from May 
through September; as well as 
the Wayne County LightFest 
during the holiday season. 

Finishing a mini-tour of the 
exhibits that will be in the 
Nankin Mills Interpretive Cen­
ter, Clements concluded: "I sort 
of feel that we are onto the next 
era. We're reopening and appre­
ciating everything tha t hap­
pened in the past. It 's been 
taken for granted for so long. 
This is an exciting time to be 
here." 

Tour: Boy Scouts recently visited the Nankin Mills 
Interpretive Center in Westland. At right, a great blue 
Iieron stands in the foreground. 

Mlestlani (fobetwtt \ . 
(USPS 663-530) * * 

PvlWihed evwy Sunday and Thursday by Obs*rver & Eccenlrc® Newsfjapery 36251 Schoolcraft. Lr^rta. Ml 
«4150. Partodicai pos^ge paM al Uvooia. Ml W151 AtMreij al ma< (suoscnptwn. change of address. Form 
3569) lo PO Bo* 300«. Uvcnia. W « 1 5 l Telephone S9I-O5O0 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Carrie* Oetvery 

Monffty... $3 95 
Onayear- _ $47.40 
On* year (Sr. Citizen) $3a00 

' NWrtstand per copy 75 

Mai Delivery 
Oo« year $55.00 
One year fS> Ctaeo) $44.00 
One yea/ (Out o( County) $65.00 
One yea/ (Out d Slate) $90.00 

fa «dv«rtJsJng published h the WesSand Observer a subject to the conditions stated in the appfcible rate card. 
Copies cj whJch asa available from the adverting department. Westland Observer. 36251 SchoofcnO. Uvonja, Ml 
4*1S0. (734) 591-2300. The Westland Observer reserves the right not to accept en advertisere order. Observer & 
Eccentric* ed-taten rtava no authority to ttod this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement sha> 
tdhaOuta final acceptance of the advertiser's order. 
, * »30«) 

READER SERVICE L INES 

'•: Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
t — — — — _ — _ _ — . , „ , . , 

; 1)• Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor 
• [ or make general comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail 
>; via the Internet at the following address: 

newsroomeoeonline.com. 

\: Homeline: 734-953-2020 
i • ' • • • ' — ' • ' • • • — " • - — • • • — • ' • - - ' • i l l . . . . . . . _ „ 

'.; > Open houses and new developments in your area. 

•; • free real estate seminar information. 

| > Current mortgage rates. 

; j Classified After Hours: 734-591-0900 
i 

',; > Place classified ads at your convenience. 

•; Circulation Department: 734-591-0500 
; >• If you have a question about home delivery or 
; paper, please call one of our customer service 
* following hours: 

Sunday: 8 a.m - Noon 
- Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday a nd Friday: 
; 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

i O&E On-Line 
» • - • • - — ^ ™ — — . — 

! • You can access On-Line with just 
! about any communications software 
; - PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: 
I • Send and receive unlimited e-mail. 
| • Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, 
» Gopher, WWW and more. 
^ • Read electronic editions of the the 
', Observer & Eccentric newspapers. 
; • Chat with users across town or across the 
* country. 

i On-Line Hotline: 734-953-2266 
> - — . . , — . . , ^ . - . - . . . — . - i I, i — — — — • ' • • • • • — • 

! • If you need help, call the On-Line Hotline at 

< the number above. 

if you did not receive your 
representatives during the 

Photo Reprints: 734-591-0500 
Order reprints of pictures that have been taken by ouf staff plrotograpbers: 

* Provide the publication dale, page numfxr, and detcripiion of the picture, 
whkh must have been published within the pan16 month.. 

• $20 for the first fxint, $7,50 for each additional print paid in advance ' 
(check or credit card). ' , \ : 

W:-

:< 

"Wbztmt 
NEWSPAPERS 

JVf^WF^^.^r^ . SJxi 
m i G m r a l 
fU*fl»AC« 
Award 

Cable 
from page Al 

8TAJT PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

nel between 6 p.m. and 2 a.m. 
The Travel Channel features 

travel ideas and in-depth pro­
gramming about the people, 
places and cultures of the world. 
. Other lineup changes include 
moving channel ,25 (\VPXP) to 
channel 11 : and moving 

-MediaOne Television from chan­
nel l l ' to 25. 

MediaOne has just launched a 

MEDIAONE 

program geared toward helping 
the Wayne-Westland schools. 
Now until Feb. 28, 1999, when 
Westland residents purchase 
Home Theater pay-per-vievfc. 
movies, MediaOne will donate 10 
percent of that purchase to new 
computers for the lab. The new 
computers will include high­
speed In te rne t service from 
Media One. 

"We wanted to do something 
for the community of Westland 
and help bring some additional 
technology to the schools," Peters 
said. 

The plan will ultimately bene­
fit the students, she said. Teach­
ers will be able to tap into Inter­
net resources to aid in instruc­
tion, among other things. 

"I believe the teachers don't 
always have the technology 
skills to pass onto students. This 
is a way to give them technolo-
s y ' 

ACHIEVERS 
Items for Westland Achievers 

may be sent to Beth Sundrla 
Jachman, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia MI 48150, faxed to (734) 
591-7279 or e-mailed to: bjach-
man@oe.homecomm.net 

L i i s a A n a s t a s i a 
Harda loupas of Westland has 
received her master of organiza­
tion development degree from 
Bowling Green State University 
in Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Just because something is old 
doesn't mean it isn't valuable. 

I can relate to that, maybe that 's why I'm never in a rush with these guys. Sanding out a dent 
here and there, restoring the gears... soon I'll have all the t ime in the world for them, jus t like 
they have for me. That's the beauty of retirement. And now tha t it's almost here, I'm grateful tha t 
I started planning early — with U.S. Savings bonds. I started buying Savings Bonds when I got 
my first real job, through a Payroll Savings plan. I put aside something every payday. And little 
by little, it really added up. Bonds are guaranteed safe, too, and earn interest up to 30 years. 

In a few more years, you'll find me out here in the workshop more and more, fixing a hinge or 
polishing a case. I know tha t there's a lot of life left in these old guys. I can relate to that. 

Ash your employer or banker about saving with 
V.S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons. 

Take 
Stock 
in America 

VSAVINGS 
l&BONDS 

A public service of this newspaper 
gft^WI 
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A spill: Michael Fowler, 5, of Plymouth falls while 
learning to skate with his father Rick at the Westland 
Sports Arena. 

Plenty from page A1 

The Redford I c e A r e n a , 
Beech Daly be tween 1-96 and 
Plymouth Road. Open ska t ing 
du r ing C h r i s t m a s week: 9-11 
a.m. and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon­
day; 9-11 a.m., 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
1-3 p.m. Tuesday; 9-11 a.m. 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. (adults) Wednes­
day. $2.50 to $3.00. Skate rental 
$2. Call (313) 387-2660 or 387-
2757. 

E d d i e E d g a r I c e A r e n a , 
Lyndon Road west of Farming-
ton in Livonia. Open s k a t i n g 
during Chris tmas week: 1-2:45 
p.m. Dec. 28-29 and 4-5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 27. Res iden t a d u l t s pay 
$2.50, children $2; non-resident 
adul t s , $4; child, $3 . No skate 
rentals. Call (734) 427-1280. 

Westland Spor t s Arena, 
6210 N. Wildwood between Ford 
Road and Hunter. Open skating 
during Chr is tmas week: 1-2:45 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 27; noon to 
1:45 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, to 
Thursday, Dec. 31 , 1-2:45 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan . 2. Adults $2.25; 
seniors and students $1.75 dur­
ing the week and $1 ex t ra on 
weekends. Skate rental $2. Call 
(734) 729-4560. 

Roller skating 
S k a t i n S t a t i o n I I , Ronda 

Drive off Joy Road between Hag-
gerty and Joy in Canton is open 
for dai ly m a t i n e e s 1-4 p .m. 
$4.25. Skate rental $2. Special 
New Year's Eve family party 8 
p.m. to 1 a.m. or all-night 8 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. Call for r a t e s , (734) 
459-6400. 

B o n a v e n t u r e , 24505 Halsted, 
be tween G r a n d River and 12 
Mile in Farmington Hills. Public 
ska t ing 1-4 p.m. Sunday , Dec. 
27; 1-4 p.m. Monday, Dec. 38-
S u n d a y , J a n . 3; closed New 
Year's Day. Afternoon sessions 
$5, evening sessions $6. Skate 
rental $2. New Year's Eve Party 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $8. Call (248) 
476-2200. 

R i v e r s i d e Ar-ena, Plymouth 
Road between Levan and New-
burgh in Livonia. Public skating 
2-5 p.m. Sunday , Dec. 27; 1-3 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, Dec. 28-
31; 2-5 p.m. and 8 p.m. to mid­
night Sa turday , Jan . 2. Closed 
New Year's Day. Afternoon ses­
sions $3 during the week and $4 
during weekends. Evenings $6. 
Skate rental $2. New Year's Eve 
party 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. $22. Call 
(734)421-3540. 

Tours and museums 
The historically accurate decor 

of the E d s e l & E l e a n o r F o r d 
H o u s e includes trees decorated 
with blown-glass teardrop orna­
m e n t s m a d e espec ia l ly for 
Eleanor Ford by the Ford Motor 
Glass Division. The Play House, 
a three-quarter scale Tudor-like 
building near the main house, 
will be decora ted in a ginger­
bread theme especially for the 
kids. Tours on the hour: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Dec. 29-30; 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Dec. 31; closed New Year's 
Day. Cost: $5 adults; $4 senior 
citizens (60 and over), $3 chil­
d ren (12 and under ) . Located 
1100 Lake Shore Road in Grosse 
Pointe Shores . Call (313) 884-
4222. 

The De t ro i t Science Centeo 
is the home of Michigan's only 
IMAX Dome Theat re . The the­
ater is 3 1/2 stories tall with a 
16-speaker sound system more 
powerful t h a n a j e t e n g i n e . 
"Everest" is currently showing. 
The center is located in the Uni­
versity Cultural Center at 5020 
John R in Detroi t . Admission: 
$6.75 adults ; $4.75 seniors and 
y o u t h s ; c h i l d r e n u n d e r 3 a r e 
free. For holiday hours, call (313) 
577-8400. 

Become a human sound wave 
at the A n n A r b o r H a n d s - O n 
M u s e u m by participating in the 
"Sound OfF p r o g r a m d u r i n g 
December. Also scheduled is the 

Time off 

Helping :<. 
hands: < 
Michael 
Fowler, 6, 
of Ply- : 
mouth is -"'• 
learning "~ 
to skate 
and gets , 
help from- < 
his father;-
Rick, ajt 
the West-'\ 
land 
Sports 
Arena. 
Rick 
Fowler, 
who works 
in West- . 
land, 
takes time 
off at 
lunch to 
teach his 
son how to 
skate. 
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"Amazing World of Gasse s . " 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues­
day-Fr iday ; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
S a t u r d a y ; 1-5 p .m. S u n d a y 
Closed Mondays and holidays. 
Admission: $5 adul t s ; $3 chil­
d r e n over 3, s t u d e n t s and 
seniors. Located a t North Fifth 
and E a s t Huron in downtown 
Ann Arbor. Call (734) 995-5437. 

If t h e r e ' s snow, t h e r e a r e 
s le igh r ides at H e n r y F o r d 
M u s e u m & G r e e n f i e l d Vil­
l a g e . Open 9 a .m. to 5 p .m. 
daily. Interiors of Greenfield Vil­
lage buildings are closed Jan­
uary through March. Admission: 
$12.50 adul ts ; $11.50 seniors; 
$7.50 children ages 5-12 Locat­
ed on Oakwood Boulevard off 
Michigan Avenue . Call (313) 
271-1620. 

C r a n b r o o k I n s t i t u t e of Sci­
e n c e fea tures "Beyond Num­
b e r s " u n t i l J a n . 4. Gene ra l 
admission: adults $7 ($5 after 6 
p.m.); seniors and children $4; 
children under 3 are free. After 6 
p.m., $4 for everyone. Laser light 
.shows every Friday and Satur­
day n igh t unt i l 11 p.m. for a 
reduced admission of $5. Located 
at 1221 N. Woodward Ave. in 
Bloomfield Hil ls . For holiday 
hours, call (248) 645-3224. 

Take a trip 
Everyone v i s i t s F r a n k e n -

m u t h during the Christmas hol­
idays and not just for the chick­
en dinners . The carriage rides 
through town are a must and the 
lights along the Cass River are 
beau t i fu l . B r o n n e r ' s is the 

world's largest Christmas store. 
All gift shops are open. Located 
off 1-75, exit 136 (Birch Run). 
Head east to M-83, turn north 
into town. 

Kid fun 
J e e p e r s a t the Wonderland 

Mall on Plymouth Road in Livo­
nia bills itself as Michigan's pre­
mier indoor amusement park for 
children ages 2-12. In additional 

to several rides, there are dozens 
of skilled games with big ticket 
payoffs for prizes and an exten­
sive soft-floored p layground . 
Regular hours: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sunday. Restaurants available. 
Admission: $10.99 for an all-day 
wristband ticket; $4.99 for chil­
dren under 40 inches. Single ride 
tickets also available. Call (734) 

762-5118 for holi­
day hours. 

Kid's Kingdom in the Canton ' 
Corners Shopping Center on t h e ' 
corner of Ford Road and Lilley in ' 
Canton has 8.000 square feet of 
fabulous indoor act ivi t ies , l ike-
the life size River Raft. Restau-'. 
rants available. Regular hours: \ 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday-Thurs-; 
day; 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday;-
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. S a t u r d a y . '< 
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where she and her four siblings and their families 
will be guests in her father's spacious home along 
the Ohio River. 

"We sleep everywhere There's about 20 of us 
The biggest whiners get the beds," she said. 

Tobin's family is a real creative bunch. "For 
years we have put on Christmas enter tainment 
We sing songs, and the kids perform. We have 
even gone as far as Finding interesting Christmas 
poems and acting them out " 

Family e n t e r t a i n m e n t for Fa rming ton Mills 
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi includes the Wayne County 
LightFest, bowling and ice skating. Last Christ 
mas, Vagnozzi took to the ice after a 15-yenr hia­
tus. "It was a disaster " 

Vagnozzi stocks up on family videos for his seven 
grandchildren and often lakes the older ones to 
Marvelous Marvin 's on Orchard Lake Road in 
Farmington Hills While the kids play the slot 
games and pretend they're skateboarding or driv 
ing a car, Vagnozzi does what most grandfathers 
do: "I usually sit and read." 

Another city official with the holidav spirit is 
Mayor Jack Kirksey of Livonia, who joked "The 
art of entertaining out-of town guests is to have an 
unlisted address " 

The Kirkseys often take holidav company to 
Greenfield Village However, often no entertain­
ment agenda is required . "Some guests are there 
just to be with you," said the mayor 

Some Observer & Eccentric staff members came 
up with their own suggestions for keeping holiday 
guests from getting restless, such as an evening of 
l)oard games or "charades " One suggested caroling 
at a local nursing home and another fun loving 
soul favored an old fashioned taffv pull or fudge 
making session At least if von make a mess you 
can eat it 

Other suggestions included making a video tape 
of Christmas niemories with each guest recalling a 
special holiday story, designating a "Storytelling 
Night," and having children wri te a play that 
includes a surprise "guest role" for one ot the mint-
or uncles. 

Need a bit of fresh air for your guests ' Schedule 
a snowman-building contest Have a box of prop-
at hand: old hats, scarves, orphaned mittens and 
boots, aprons, charcoal briquettes and -piav hot 
ties of colored water Or take the kids for a moonlit 
walk through the woods on the "breast of the new 
fallen snow." 

Although the main entrance to Mavhurv Stair 
Park in Northville clrses at dusk, the mlnui -lahlr 
entrance on Beck Road remains open until 10 p m 
If there's snow, there's both i lassie and -kat< -ki 
ing at Maybury. And the "living" farm 1- • >j»i•;. .Mi! 
5 p.m. 

"The animals are not as skittish this imn ol itn 
year You see squirrels, foxes and <\r>'v And >UT 

trail systems are in good shape said park i \<wr<. 
Ed Wichens 

Simple activities an ' often the he-t^e-^iei ia!l\ 
during the hectic holidays Watching a iiioianu: 
movie in your robe with a plate of <'hn-!n\a- rook 
les on your lap is a luxury Warren Price, manager 
of Family Video in Westland. rated 'It's a Unn 
derful Life" and "Christmas Vacation" as K alK 
hot" Christmas videos 

There's only one rule to making the ni.umng 
movie a big hit: Everyone stays 'in then mb. OT 
pajamns until noon. You're guaranteed not to hear 
a "humbug" However, whatevei vmi do \vli.n-\ei 
you go, enp>v vourself Remetnhei ( hii -.; m a -
guests come once a vein Ho ho. !u>' 

ROLL IN THE NEW YEAR WITH YOUR FAMILY! 

America's Greatest Indoor 
Amusement Park 
www. jeepers corn 

Friday, January 1st 

11am - 10pm 

^ Rock'n Roller 
Coaster Party! 
Wonderland Mali • Livonia, Ml 

^ 

Bring your kids, ages 2 to 1 2, for a rollicking good time1 Join us as we roll in 

the new year on our exciting new Python Pit Roller Coaster Come early stay 

late! Make it a New Year's Day celebration your family wil l cherish forever1 

Special All-Day Pricing for 
Rock'n Roller Coaster Party! 

$K00 5 per person, 
adult or child 

(734) 762-5118 
WONDERLAND MALL 

UvfrxluA-d 

Special Price includes 

Thrilling amusement park ndes, including 
the new Python Pit Roller Coaster 

An assortment of delicious treats, 
including fresh-baked Pizza Huf^1 

pizza, and soft drinks from our 
Tiny Rhino Diner 


