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COUNTY NEWS 

Help needed: The dona? 
tion of wheelchairs, walk
ers and crutches is on the 
increase to the metro 
Detroit Chapter of Wheels 
for the World. In fact, the 
response has been so 
good, the group now finds 
itself in desperate need of 
storage space.. 

OPINION 

Thank you: Serving on a 
local school board is a 
demanding job, and it's 
time to thank those who 
dottweU./HXZ 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Making a choice: At one 
time, a child's education 
started with kinder
garten, but these days 
youngsters are getting 
their first taste of educa
tion at preschools. And 
choosing the right one can 
be a daunting task for 
parents. / B l 

AT HOME 

Carpet cleaning:.Steve 
Ha^opmn offers sorne 
advice of what to do with 
those pesky carpet 
stains./D&-7 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Comedy: Men and 
women are different, and 
comedian Rob Becker, 
who makes "Defending 
the Caveman" his busi
ness, knows why. / E l 

REAL ESTATE 

Lots of winners: Commer
cial development provides 
benefits for many people 
in many ways. / F l 
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Survey: Most support rec plan 
Of the Westland residents surveyed, 83 per
cent said they were "very* or "somewhat" sup
portive of a new indoor recreation center. But 
only a slim majority of respondents - 51 per
cent - said they were "very" supportive. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF Warm 
dcleraOoc.homecoiiun.net 

A new survey indicates that a majori-. 
ty of Westland residents support build
ing a new city recreation center and 
would pay ^j use it. ;X 

But survey officials concede that resi
dents polled didn't know the building's 
price tag could reach $15 million:- plus 

land coats. 
. Moreover, one city leader indicated 

that residents feel powerless to influ
ence a st i l l -pending decision on 
whether to build a new indoor recre
ation center. 

"There are people in this community 
who believe this is a foregone conclu
sion," Councilman Charles Pickering 
said. 

City-hired consul tants Monday 

^unveiled a lengthy analysis of a recent 
telephone.survey that polled 605 local 
households oh recreation issues. The 
results came during a sparsely attend
ed Westland City Council study ses-
sion." •.••. '•-.';''. • 

Of those surveyed) 83 percent said 
they were "very" or "somewhat" sup
portive of a new indoor recreation cen
ter,. . •;,••;•'; *•'•'/;•" 

Under closer scrutiny, the survey 
showed that only a slim majority of 
respondents.- 51 percent -r said they 
were "very" supportive. 

"The only people you can depend on 
is that 51 percent," said Chris Tatham 
of the Leisure Vision/ ETC survey firm. 

The survey also has a margin of error 
of plus or minus 5 percentage points. 
Still, Tatham said, Westland has "an 
environment right now that 's very 
favorable for a recreation center." 

The survey found that 80 percent of 
respondents said they or someone in 
their family would use a hew recre
ation center at least once a month. 
Some officials seemed skeptical. 

"I believe that 80 percent of our com-, 
munity agreeing to anything, period, is 
incredible, with the possible exception 
of lowering taxes," Councilman Richard 
LeBlanc said. * 

"~"~~ Please see SURVEY, A4 

Taking a shot 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWUY 

A little help: A little Michael Jordan, Jesse Reid, 4, of Westland goes up for a 
slam duck with help from the Westland YMCA instructor Jason Perkins of 
Westland at Marshall Middle School Monday. For more, see Page A3. 

to vote 
on no-
signs Monday 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem9oe.homeconun.net 

A group of Westland parents Monday implored city offi
cials to tear down no-parking signs that block their access to 
a controversial north-end school bus stop. 

"I think I should be able to take my child directly to that 
bus stop, put her on the bus and leave," parent Charlotte 
Rudicel said during a Westland City Council study session. 

The city in August erected no-parking signs along Ravine -
a dirt street just south of Joy - amid complaints that parents 
'driving their children to a corner bus stop caused traffic con
gestion and unsafe conditions. The move was seen as a stop
gap measure. 

Parents didn't want their children walking along pothole-
plagued Ravine, but corner homeowners Peggy and Larry 
Sullivan asked for city help to ease traffic congestion and 
property damage caused by cars crowding near the bus stop. 

Now a council vote looms Monday as officials weigh con
cerns from both sides in hopes of reaching a long-term &o\\i: 
Ua^Ttejmeeting starts, at 7 p.m. jqWestiand City Hall..; 

Police officials said the -no-parking"sigftlHfp^aTrtb have 
eased problems near the Livonia school district bus stop. 

//'., "It appears to us that the best thing to do would be to leave 
the signs where they are," police Chief Emery Price said. 

Parents like Virginia Klein disagree. "I think my children 
are safer in my car than standing by a stop sign," she said. 

Some Ravine residents voiced tentative support for anoth
er proposal for paving their street and installing a storm 
sewer to combat problems. 

City officials couldn't provide immediate costs to homeown
ers. Moreover, council President Sandra Cicirelli noted that 
paving petitions would have to be signed by residents owning 
at least 51 percent of property fronting Ravine. 

Even if residents sign petitions, they could back out after 

Please see RAVINE, A3 

Tickets against 
officers dropped 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

A Westland Police Department internal investigation of 
two officers will continue even though they no longer face 
misdemeanor charges for being at a high-stakes football 
gambling party. 

"We're still doing our internal investigation," Lt. Marc Sto-
bbe said. 

Police Chief Emery Price will review the Findings and 

Please see OFFICERS, A2 

Classroom overcrowding options narrowed to 2 
BY MARIE CHESTNEY 
STAFF WRITER 
mchestney@oe.homecomm.nct 

A committee set up to find the best 
way to alleviate crowded elementary 
classrooms in southwest Livonia whit
tled 11 options down to two and out
lined them Monday to the Livonia 
Board of Education. 

But the trustees postponed a public 
airing of the two options until the dis
trict first settles its debate on how to 

LIVONIA 

reinstate instrumental music for fifth-
and sixth-graders. 

The first option - put sixth grade 
into middle school and open Lowell as 
the district 's fifth middle school -
would solve the instrumental music 
dilemma for sixth-graders as it already 
is part of the middle school curriculum. 

The second option from the 14-mem-
ber committee - keeping the kinder
garten through sixth- grade configura
tion, but turning Lowell into a large 
elementary, housing mainly students 
transferred from a closed Johnson Ele
mentary - would bring no built-in solu
tion to the instrumental music dilem
ma. 

"We have not yet fully explored this 
(instrumental) issue," said Superinten
dent Ken Watson in asking trustees to 

postpone a public airing of the commit
tee's report. "We want to add instru
mental music. Putting sixth grade in* 
middle school would solve this. Option 
two does not." 

Part of the problem lies with the pro 
jected costs of the two options. Up front 
and future operational costs are expect
ed to figure heavily into which of the 
two options is adopted by the trustees 

The second option as presented by 

Please see OPTIONS, A2 

Man arrested during burglary at local market 
BY DARRELL CLKM 
STAFF WRtTKR 
dclemObe.homccomm.net 

A Westland bandit smashed his way into n local 
market Friday and stacked beer and cigarettes near 
a back door - only to be arrested before he could 
escape, police said. 

The 10:52 p.m. incident occurred while Norman's 
Market, 1546 S. Wayne Road, was closed for busi
ness. It marked the store's second burglary within 
one week. 

"We've been having some burglaries where the guy 
would break out the front door window and go in and 
steal soiue stuff," Westland police Sgt. James Dexter 
said. 

In the latest incident, the suspect set off an alarm 
and was arrested behind Norman's Market by police 
officer Steven Frazor, who happened to be patrolling 
nearby. 

The store is located on Wayne Road between 
Palmer and Avondalo, and it specializes in selling 
meat, Dexter said. 

A 34-year-old unemployed man who lives about 
three streets away was charged Sunday with break
ing and entering, and he could face a 10-year prison 
term if convicted 

The store's front door glass was smashed out by a 
bandit who apparently was cut during the burglary 

"Wo found blood inside the store," Dexter said 
The suspect also threw down a pair of pliers and u 

screwdriver when Frazor approached him behind lhe 
store. Dexter said. 

Please see BURGLARY^ 
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cers from page Al 

4«clde what puniahment, if any, 
t^e'iwa veteran officers should 

. r̂ Bĉ ive. 
; Sjtobbe indicated that the 

iaUnwl intertif atiob could be 
A»^ptoUd as early as this week, . 
| "X tof* to be done with it in a 

ample of dayB," he said Wednes-
W 
, Canton police officials also 

ajaid an internal investigation 
wiU continue against a Canton 
officer ticketed during the Jan. 
17 football gambling party at the 
^oykl Oak Music Theatre. 
. j Rbyal Oak Police Chief Mel 
Johnson said Tuesday that mis-
demeanor citations have been 
dismissed against 369 people. 
1 However, the gambling inves

tigation isn't over, and Johnson 
said it will focus more on the 
party's organizers and principal 
suspects. 
• Dismissing the charges also 

ayojded any possible double jeop
ardy claims if felony charges are 
f|led later, he said. 
i "It turned out to be a more 

cbntplex investigation than we 
thought it would be," Johnson 
ajaia. 
; In Westland, Price placed the 

two!: officers on desk duty until 
t)ie department's internal inves
tigation is completed. 
; Early on, Price said the offi

cers could face discipline ranging 
from a verbal reprimand to dis
missal. With the tickets being 
dropped, however, Price said 
Wednesday the officers will like
ly he returned-to their normal 
duties - unless other damaging 
information emerges. 

Price hasn't disclosed the offi
cers' names, but he confirmed 
after the raid that the officers 
have been with the department 
for some 20 years. 

He has referred to them as 
"good guys" but said he doesn't 
condone their alleged presence 
at the gambling party. 

Price has said the football 
gambling apparently was similar 
to office pools, although authori
ties said the stakes were higher. 

A series of tips to Farmington 
Hills police led to the theater 
raid. Officers from Royal Oak, 
Farmington Hills and the Oak
land County Sheriffs Depart
ment carried out the raid, which 
resulted in 13 arrests and more 
than 300 tickets being issued. 

In all, police seized about 
$221,000 in cash in the football 
betting operation. 

Those ticketed could have 
faced a $500 fine and/or 90 days 
in jail. 

Staff writer Scott Daniel con
tributed to this report. 
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Kresge Early Childhood Program 
;16130Northland Drive*Southfield,Ml •48075» (248)443-2233 

i * ^ Infant'Toddler'Preschool 
\ j $ y • • • / • • • : . , 

^ ^ Pre-K & Kindergarten Programs 
'"* '•c^^> • Trained and experienced professional child care 
(jfl C? • Infant (6wceks) through kindergarten (age 6) 
[ • Newly designed, child friendly environment 

• Meets State of Michigan licensing requirements 

A Community Service of 
The Salvation Army 

Comparing solutions to overcrowding: THE PROS AND CONS 

> i ' Advantages 
IK-5 and 6-8 are the most widely used grade 
configurations for elementary and middle 
schools, 

I Research supports K-5 and 6-8 move at 
benefitting students' academic, social and 
developments! needs. 

16th graders would have more exploratory 
classes and programs available to.them -
band, Instrumental music, foreign lan
guage, ihtramurals, etc. 

I The "Teaming Mode!* used at middle 
school provides greater chance for best 
teaching practices. 

16th graders In middle school supports 7th 
grade MEAP preparation. 

I Solves elementary classroom space prob
lem In southwest area of district. Creates 
extra classroom space and flexibility for 
board. 
Implementation cost is minimal: One-time 
cost Is $100,000-500,000; annual cost is 
$58,000. 
Boundary and transportation ramifications 
minimal. 

Options from page Al 

the committee doesn't consider the extra cost 
of reinstating instrumental music in the dis
trict's elementaries, if the district decides to 
do that. •» 

It's a piece of the puzzle that must be 
placed first, before the board can tackle the 
even bigger issue of how to deal with enroll
ment increases in the southwest part of the 
district, the trustees agreed. 

Hearing expected 
A public hearing on the committee report -

and the two Options recommended - is 
expected to take place before the 1999-2000 
school budget is set. Trustees are expected to 
pick one option and include it in the budget. 

Overwhelmingly, the recommendation to 
convert Lowell into a middle school, housing 
grades six-eight, is viewed as a money eater. 

Doing so would bring an up-front cost of 
about $3 million; annual operating costs up 
to $1.8 million; plus the possibility of spend
ing another up to $1.6 million to build extra 
classrooms in the southwest part of the dis
trict. ,.' 

"If money was not an issue, I'd strongly 
endorse (this)," Watson said. "Most districts 
in southeast Michigan have it. But I have 
grave reservations about (option one)." 

He c i t^ thie following concerns: 
• In creating a fifth middle school, with 

two of the schools housing 950 students, 
Livonia would wind up with two of the 
largest middle schools in the metropolitan 
Detroit area. . 

• The district's ability in future years to 
pay the school's hefty annual operating 

• A public tearing on ttocom-
mrttM report - and the two 
options racommandad - It 
expected to take placa before 
the 1999-2000 school budget Is 
sat. Trustees are expected to 
pick one option and Include It in 
the budget. 

costs. 
"Plus, this doesn't solve the problem we 

started out with," Watson said. "We will still 
have to add rooms in the southwest." 

The second recommendation might bring 
anguish to the Johnson school family if 
trustees decide to close the school on Ann 
Arbor Trail. , 

Initially, Washington school parents who 
believed their school had been targeted for 
closure peppered Watson with questions 
about that.possibility at a meeting of the 
Washington FTA; 

A surprise 
ThV surprise lurking in the committee's 

report was tKat committee members recom
mended Johnson, not Washington, for clo
sure. . ..•-,.'.-. 

If future space problems occur at either 
Washington or Garfield, the Johnson-Lowell 
boundaries could be expanded, committee 
members said. 

"Due to its location, vacating Johnson 

Disadvantages 
a Costly to Implement: Estimated one-time 

cost Is $4.4 million; annual cost is around 
$1.6 million, 

a Not ail elamentary apace issues would be 
resoWed in southwest area of dJstrict. , 

B Large middle schooia would have little • 
space tor future uae or growth. 

a Boundaries need to be moved, probably 
affecting every middle school. 

B Parental concerns about 6th graders, such 
as environment, longer walking dlstartces, 
6th grfcte traditions. 

B Significant changes for staff and curricu
lum. '• •'" •'•••,-.' 

I District would not gain advantages of K-5 
and 6-8 learning environment. 

gives the board flexibility, as it could be used 
to supplement Churchill High programs," 
the committee said. 

Turning Lowell into the new Johnson-Low
ell elementary has a far smaller price tag 
than creating a fifth middle school. 

The report estimates one-time only renova
tion costs of $100,O00-$500,O00; extra annu
al operating costs of $58,000; and the possi
bility of spending up to $25,000 for new side
walks. 

The report reveals that the following ele
mentaries most likely will suffer space prob
lems in the near future: In the northeast, 
Buchanan; in the northwest, Randolph; in 
the southeast, Cleveland, Hayes and Nankin 
Mills; and in the southwest, Garfield, John
son and Washington. 

Of all the schools, Johnson's space prob
lems are the worse, the report states. 

Schools outside the southwest can solve 
their space problems either within their own 
boundaries or through minor boundary 
changes, the report states. 

One by one, during four months of meet
ings, committee members deleted the 11 
options with which they had started until 
there were only two left. v 

Among the discarded options were: 
a Build, additional classrooms onto some of 

the most cramped elementaries. 
a End elementary school at the fifth 

grade, and build additional classrooms onto 
the four middle schools. 

B House all kindergarten students at one 
or two schools. 

B Open Lowell as a magnet school. 
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
>• Readers caasubmit story suggestions, reactionslo stories, letters to the editor 

or make genera! comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail 
via the Internet at the following address: 

newsroomaoeonline.com. 

Homeline: 734-953-2020 
<'£ Open houses and new developments in your area. 
••> Free'real estate seminar information. 
;*• Current mortgage rates. 

: Classified After Hours: 734-591 -0900 
, , — . 1 - . i . . i i • 

', > Place classified ads at your convenience. 
f 

j Circulation Department: 734-591-0500 
i > If you have a question about home delivery 
}f;: or if you did not receive your paper, please 
{ 'call one of our customer service 
i representatives during the following hours: 

v Sunday: 8 a.m-Njon 

J Monday through Friday: 
;! 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p,m. 

jo&EOrt-Line 
K You can access On-line with just 

about any communications software 
- PC or Macintosh. On-line users can: 

• Send and receive unlimited e-mail, 
• Access all features of thelnternet - Telnet, 

:_4. Gopher, WVWV arid more, 
; • Read electronic editions of the the 

Observer & Eccentric newspapers. 
• Chat with users across town or across.the 

couWtry. 

Ort-Une Hotline: 734*953-2266 
• rf you need hdp, call theOn-Line Hotline at 

the number above. 

fhoto Reprints; 734-591-0500 
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Order reprints of pictures that have been taken by our staff photographers: 

• Provide Ihe publication date, page number, and description of the picture, 
which musthave been published wfthln the 'paW'Smooths. ••.•'.';''•' 

• $20 for the ftm print, $7.50 for each addittonal print paid In advance 
(check of credit card). 
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•SYNOPSIS OF MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 
15125 Farmington Road 

December 14,1998 

•The following is a summary, in synopsis' fonn, of the Board of Education's 
regular meeting of December 16,1998; the full text of the minutes is on file in 
the office of the superintendent, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, and in the 
principal'soffice ofeach school, and is available^on request. '. 
President Kay convened the meeting at 7 p.m., in the Board Room, 16125 
Farmington Road, Livonia. Present: Frank Kokenakes, Daniel Lessard, 
Joanne Morgan, Patrick Nalley,. Dianne Nay, Kenneth Tinimons, James 
Watters. Absent: None. 
NAMES Project AIDS Quilt: Jay Young did a synopsis of the work that 
Jnlie Pavddiion started while she was involved with the* PTA. She was 
responsible for putting together a unit regarding sexually transmitted 
diseases and presented a proposal to the PTA Council to support AIDS 
awareness and the start of the AIDS quilts: 
Team Effort Award: Trustee Timmons presented the Team Effort Award to 
the Wednesday WoncUra (Eunice Bageris, George Bagerii, Norma 
Feiehtingef, Ken Kaestner, Hank Lundy, Bob Marks, Rick Martin, 
Eldon Price) at Johnson Elementary School. Mr. Kaestner did a synopsis of 
the program and how rewarding it is to volunteer and make a difference in a 
child'slife. 
Recesa: President Nay recessed the meeting at 7:25 p.m. and reconvened at 
7:36 p.m. 
Audience Communications: Carl Galka, 16563 Ronnie, spoke to the Board 
regarding a clarification of the report that Dr. Gage gave at the last Board 
meeting; and Kirftten Galka, 16563 Ronnie, spoke to the Board regarding the 
commentary that Dr. Gage gave at the last meeting. 
Consent Agendas Motion by Morgan and Watters that the Board of 

"Education orthe Livonia Public Schools School District approve the following 
consent agenda Hems as recommended by the superintendent. IV.A Minutes 
and Synopsis of the Regular Meeting of November 16,1998; IV.B Minutes of 
the Closed. Session of November 30, 1998; V.C Move that the Board of 
Education of th* Livonia Public Schools School District purchase the following 
textbooks for secondary courses: Ecology, F i ^ m u m " ^ ^ ^ " ^ - A atiidv at 
loUat^MiittMm, 6th Edition,. 1998, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill (William C. 
Brown) for the amount of $12,690; VI.A Move that general fund check noe. 
307368 through 308661 in the amount of $4,654,097.38 be approved for 

• payment. Also, move that general fund wire transfers in the amount of 
$2,918,969.43 be'»approved. Also, move that Building Improvement and 
Technology Fund check no*. 194% through 1948 in the amount of $79,730.50 
be approved for payment; VLB Be.it resolved that the Livonia Public Schools 
School District implement its continuing resolution with respect to the 
collection of one-half of the school property taxes in the summer; that the 
Cities of Livonia and Westland be requested to collect those taxes in the 
summer on behalf of the District, and that the Secretary of the Board of 
Education be directed to write a letter to the Cities of Livonia and Westland 
prior to January 1, 199*9, informing them of the District's continuing 
resolution and raquesting that they collect the summer property taxes on 
behalf of the District VI.C Move that the Board of Education adopt the 
attached trust agrasmnl which creates a trust for the school district's 
Deferred Cenpsnaattoa Plan. Ayes, Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, 
Ttmnwas,WatUrs. Nays: Nona. 
GtrVB«H PTAJ Motion by Watters and Nalley that the Board of Education of 
the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the generous offer of the 
Hull School PTA to donate seven sound amplification units valued at $4,410 
for classroom usage Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard> Morgan, Nalley, Nay, 
Timmona, Watters. Nays: None. 
ft'MiaitattieavCoobdge School ImprovemMt Plans The Coolidg* School 
Isaprevsieat Plan was preaantad by PHticipal Bather Williams, along with 
Deals* Saheililiaf, Deborah Elttston, Leaiie Kroger, Tiffany Allen, 
CeieWe leoker, Attn Brady, Janet Sehvlt, Karen Burdick, Ashley May, 
Mehanls Anderle, arid Jean wlnebrenar. 

it of AudWorss Motion by Kokenakes and Timmons that the 

Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District appoint the 
firm of Plant* & Moran to do the Livonia Public Schools School District audit 
for the 1998*99 school year. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, 
Timmons, Watters. Nays: None. 
Resignation* The Board accepted resignations from Susan Davis, effective 
1/22/99; Melissa HiWreth, effective 1722/99; and Sharon Schwarze, 
effective 11/30V98. 
Retirements: Motion by Lessard and Timmons that the Board of Education 
of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the resolutions of 
appreciation for the services rendered by: Patricia Bombach, Phyllis Fane, 
and Aynne Zazas. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, Timmons, 
Watters. Nays: None. 
Tenure: Motion by Timmons and Kokenakes that the Board of Education of 
the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the recommendation of the 
.superintendent and grant tenure status to the following teachers effective on 
the respective dates: Doris DeMarco, effective 2/27/99 and Michele 
Tanderys, effective 2/6/99. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, 
Timmons, Watters, Nays: None, 
Leave of. Abeencet Motion by Kokenakes and Timmons that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and approve the request for a leave of 
absence: Sheryl Archibald, effective 1/4/99. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, 
Morgan, Nalley, Nay, Timmons, Watters. Nays: None. 
Teacher for Approvals Motion by Nalley and Watters that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schooia School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and offer employment for the 1998-99 
school year to Darlene McMullan. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, 
Nalley, Nay, Timmons, Watters. Nays: None. 
Sympathy Resolution: The Board of Education of the Livonia Public 
Schools School District unanimously adopted a sympathy resolution for the 
family of Thomas Schwane. 
Reports from the Superintendent* Dr. Watson stated that Mary Pat 
Benoit completed her surgery successfully and her stand-in for tonight's 
meeting was Tricla Leannais; 
introduced the video titled "Fire Fighter for the Day," which involved students 
Michelle Loor, Adams; Chad Rabon, Rindolph; and Kenny Dodson, 
Roosevelt; 
congratulated Livonia school's psychologists who presented at a MASP 
Conference at Dickinson .Center; wished Dr. Gage a happy retirement; and 
wished everyone happy holidays! .. -
First Reading-Policy DDD(l): The Board reviewed language for Board 
Policy 1DD(1) - Instructional Program/Special programs - Title I for first 
reading prior to adoption at a future meeting, 
Board Calendar Changes Motion by Lessard and Morgan that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District cancel its meeting 
date of December 21, 1998. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley; Nay. 
Timmons, Walters. Nays: None. 
Board Meeting Starting Time Change: Motion by Watters and Morgan 
that the Board of Education begin its regular meeting of January 18,1999, at 
7:30 p.m., in the Board of Education offices, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
MI. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, Timmons, Watters. Nays: 
None. 
Hearing from Board Member*) The Board members discussed the 
Ooodfellows; the Bentley Fitness Center; the Coolidge School Improvement 
presentation; the MADD program; thanked the camera crew (Steve Bow, 
Chrie Doeirr, and Nkk Rouslander) for their fine work; wished Dr. Cage 
well on his retirement; and wished everyone a happy holiday season. 
Receee to Cloaad Session: Motion by Morgan and Lessard that the meeting 
be recessed to clceed session for the purpose of discussing property isiuos. 
Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalley, Nay, Timmons, Watters. Nays: 
Nooe. • 
President Nay recessed the meeting at 9:10 p.m. and reconvened at 10:40 p.m. 
Adjournments Motion by Timmons and Watters that the regular meeting of 
December 14,1998 be adjourned. Ayes: Kokenakes, Lessard, Morgan, Nalloy, 
Nay, Timmons, Watters. Nays: None. 
President Nay adjourned the meeting at 10:43 p.m. 
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Aiming: Jordan Cameron, 5, of Garden City takes 
aim for a shot at a basket. 

Hoop dreams 
YMCA program puts 
preschoolers on court 

Dribbling down th© court: Above, Anthony Dean II, 4, ofWestland (foreground) and James Wilhelm, 5, ofWest
land (behind) take part in the dribbling exercise. Below, Courtney Cameron, 23 months old, from Garden City 
wanted her chance to get involved with her brother Jordon at the Westland YMCA basketball program for, 
preschoolers. 

A l i t t l e d r i bb l i ng , a l i t t l e 
shooting and passing and a lit
tle teamwork and sportsman
ship, i 

That 's what a group of little 

basketball players is learning 
through the Wayne-West land 
YMCA preschoo l b a s k e t b a l l 
p r o g r a m for 3- to 5-year-old 
boys and girls. 

The program is the first step 
in the V s basketball program, 
accord ihg to Aaron Kn iepe r , 
physical director at the YMCA. 

A 4 ^ - m i n u t e c l a s s , t h e 
preschoolers take to the court at 
Marshall Middle School. 

The most difficult th ings to 
master at tha t age are concen
tra t ing and learning to control 
the ball, Knieper said. 

But learning basketball skills 
early hblps kids "get a feel for 
it," he said. It also helps par
ents find out if their kids like 
the sport, he said. 

It 's like a motivator, he said. 
"If they can do this they can do 
school work , s w i m m i n g a n d 

other things." 
The Y has basketball leagues 

for kids ages 6-15. The leagues 
compete against other YMCAs 
in the area, he said. The Y also 
offers preschool classes year-
round in other sports ranging 
from s w i m m i n g to T-ball to 
hockey, Knieper said. 

The W a y n e - W e s t l a n d Y 
serves West land, Wayne and 
Garden City. Membership pro
grams are available for $15 a 
year, Knieper said. 

A new class session will start 
March 1, w i t h r e g i s t r a t i o n 
beginning next week. Call (734) 
721-7044. The Y is at 827 S. 
Wayne Road, in Westland. 

Ravine 
from page Al 

receiving definitive paving costs 
from city officials. A ser ies of 
public hearings also would p r e 
cede any council decision to pave 
Ravine. 

Several of the nearly 20 people 
at Monday's study session indi
c a t e d t e n t a t i v e s u p p o r t for 
pav ing , b u t Rudicel s a i d she 
opposes a plan that would sock 
homeowners with a large tab. 

Describing herself as a single, 
widowed mother, she said, "I can 
barely afford to live there now." 

P u b l i c Se rv ices Di rec to r 
Richard Dittmar estimated that 
a storm sewer, alone, would cost 
$108 ,000 , a s i d e from o the r 
street-paving costs. 

One cheaper alternative would 
be to ins ta l l two catch bas ins 
n e a r Joy and to le t Rav ine 
r ema in a d i r t s t r ee t - a move 
that would likely cost less than 
$10,000, Dittmar said. The less-
expensive, plan wouldn't address 
problems such as erosion, howev
er. 

R a v i n e r e s i d e n t Conn ie 
Elstone said she feels tha t the 
city has neglected her street. 

"We pay taxes and get nothing 
for it," she said. 

Desp i t e w h a t h a p p e n s to a 
paving proposal, officials Mon
day face a crucial decision about 
Ravine 's no-parking signs - a 
decision that they concede won't 
satisfy everyone. 

The Sullivans oppose removing 
the signs, fearing renewed traffic 
p rob lems . Ear l i e r compla in t s 
also indicated that parents con
g r e g a t e d along the S u l l i v a n 
property to socialize and drink 
their morning coffee. 

Some parents said the neigh
borhood dispute has prompted 
them to s tar t carpooling to get 
their children to and from school, 
even though they pay taxes for 
school buses. 

Rudicel said few Ravine chil
dren even ride the bus now, "and 
I t h ink t h a t ' s unfair because 
we're paying for i t " 

Resident Patrick Kobylnrz said 
Ravine should bo t rea ted like 
any other street, with no parking 
allowed 30 feet from a corner 
stop sign. 

"1 think there are a lot of bus 
stops in similar situations." he 
said. 

Hudicel said her street should
n't face special no-parking rules. 

"This is not a fair thing." she 
said. "It doesn't even sound like 
a legal thing." 

• ft* TOW 
Pi t t ing a trip to, say, Lu&botk. and 

$S§S^^ 
Honolulu? Want to buy some really -
frttfi m»oe? Using the 1996 Toll Free 
Phone Book can iaw money;,it Is 

ordered alpha-
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betlcalty, geo
graphically' 
and in the tra
ditional phone 
book subject, 
style. Ask tor 
it at the 
Reference 
Desk. 

• HOT PICK* 

•Jewel" by Bret lott Is the new Oprah 
Book, Just announced by Oprah 
Winfrey, the book is available at the 
library. Look for it In the Oprah Book 
section by New Books, 

Ji Wo wn of TM wra 
htt p;//www.noaa,gov. 
This is the Web: site for the National 
Oceanic and Atfnospheric : > 
Administration, it contains a section 
on news, Information on'la Nina, 
opportunities In NOAA and weather 
Information across the country. . 

Book &«ti$*hn gmup 
Upcoming booksjfof discussion: 

.7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1 6 -
•Rehdezvous^wlth Rama* by Arthur C. 
Clarke \ 
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 1 6 - "Snow 
Falling on Cedars' by David Gutersdn 
Group meets in Community Meeting 
Room A. No registration required. 
Please read the book prior to the dis
cussion. Call the library to reserve a 
copy. 

Mult IfffwiMt CJMM I ' 
Topics Include what the Internet Is, 

-how to navigate using Netscape 
Navigator, how to search for Informa
tion and how to use search engines. 
First hour is lecture format, second 
hour offers handson practice on the 
library's public Internet terminals. 
Class capacity 10. No registration 
required so seating is oh a first-evail-
abje basil, in Community Meeting 
RoomB. 
1-3 p,m. Tuesday, Feb. 9 
lQ'a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 13 
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 17 

1-3 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23 

• VOWAWJU ACTmno 
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Attention, young adults: The library 
want* toiler what you have to say. 
Pick itp a green"Book Bite" form In 
the Young Adult area arid tell about 
the latest book you've read. Th; 
library staff will read your review and 
post It on the YA bulletin board. 

• PffOMUMt POU CMUjMM 
ToddhrTitM • • • • • . • • ; . . . •. 
i :30 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 2,9,16, 
23. Community Meeting Room A . 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays, Feb. 3,10. 
17,24, Community Meeting Room A 
A session of developmehtally appro
priate storytirnes for 18- to 36-month-
olds including movement, singing and 
stories. Registration'.required by 
phone or in person at the Children's 
Desk, j 

JmtfotMoProtchoolTkno 
1:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 2, 9,16. 
23. Children's Activity Room 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays, Feb. 3,10, 
17, 24, Children's Activity Room 
A session of thematic storytirnes for 
3- to 5-year-olds intended to be inde
pendent experiences for the child. 
Registration required by phone or in 
person at the Children's Desk. 

s*sta it rf rrtw* r«to«K* just 
for MoPnttooot Tkm; Weeks of 
March! through April 26. 
Registration begins Feb. i . Tuesdays, 
March 2, 9.16, 23, 30 April 6.13, 
20.27 or Wednesdays, March 3.10, 
17, 24. 31, April 7,14, 21, 28. 

CMMrwt'a am 
2-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30 
Make a square for a quilt using fabric 
paints, glitter, lace and other crafts 
supplies. Upon Its completion, the 
quilt will be displayed in the library 
for public viewing. Community 
Meeting Room B. No reservation 
required. No fee. 
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Have some spare time? Join the 
Friends of the library. The Friends 
raise money through the sale of used 
books and printer paper to help fund 
library programs. The Friends of the 
library meet 7 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of each month In Community 
Meeting Room A. Nertt meeting Feb.' 

: 9 . . •••• 

Free food for longtime loves 
If you said "I do" .r>0 or more 

years ago, Old Country Huffet 
says "free food." 

All Valentines who have been 
marr ied 50 years or more a re 
invited to enjoy a free lunch or 
dinner Feb. 14 or 15 

Coup les should br ing t h e i r 
marriage license to claim their 
free meal and can pose for a free 
photo, which can be picked up 
later 

"Valentino's Day is all about 
the heart ." said Kerry Krnmp. 
president of Nutlets Inc.. the par
ent company of Old Country Ruf 
fet. "And there 's nothing more 
h e a r t w a r m i n g t h a n be ing 
around jwople who've shared so 
much for so long." 

Old C o u n t r y Buffet offers 
entrees, a vegetable bar. salad 
ba r , b e v e r a g e s t a t i o n a n d 
desserts. 

it's so like you 
taking fashion to new lengths! 
Capri pants and 3/4-length 
sleeves are all the rage, and 
so are you, in these 
comfortable casuals 

Nautical navy and white 
from Karen Kane 
Made in the USA. 
Striped boatneck tee. 
Rayon/poly ester/spandex. 
Sizes S, M, L. $58. 
White cotton/spandex 
pants. Sizes 4-14. S74. 
Signature Sportswear 

Jacobsons 
Birmingham • (2-18) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (248) 651-6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Gilt Ccilificntos Complimentary Sttvor Gift Box Jacobson's Charge 


