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Home projact
;_ __photos sought

The Observer wants to hear about your
. recent home impmvenwnt pro}ects for
‘two upcommg special sections, - R
Sendusa photograph ofa recent home

: !mprovement project done by you person-
' auy in your home or yard. AT ;

Inc!udc !nfomﬂon abouf thc[ob
q | Cost of mateclal e

"B Where' you bought n . R
o ] How long thé job took to complete

‘ l :33 anythlng else you mlght want to

The Obsewer will pub}ish your photos and
Inforgvation on Sunday, April 18, and on
' Sunday, May 9, on a space-avanable o
: basls S

K ;&M)wmdoddto. S
* Speclal Projects Editor
. "-'Ralph R, Echtinaw - - s
38251 Schocleralt o
‘ . -Livonia, Mi 48150 = '
[ ] |nc!ude a stamped self addressed enve-
"' lope if you want the photos retumed
~ M Submisslons. for (nside home. {mprove-
ments must be tecelved by March 28.
# Subrisslons for outside Home lmprove- _
ments must be recewed by Apﬂl 18.

Questlons? Call Ralph at (734) 953—2054
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~ _ OPINION

Cause for concern? Law-
makers fret over
pedophiles using the
Internet to prey on chil-
dren. Legislators’ actzons |

too often become just a
source of publicity. /A14

COMMUNITY LIFE

When in lreland: In the
United States, St.
Patrick’s Day can mean
things like green beer and
corned beef and cabbage,
but in Ireland it’s a “very,
very great day” that usu-
ally starts at church./B1

Theater: Meadow Brook’s
“Gift of Glory” raises
expectation for regional-
specific theater./E1
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
delem@oe.homecomm.net

Westland district judges, fearing

potential violence amid crowds that

pack their cramped court building, are
imploring city officials to consider a
$4.5 million expansion..

“I’'m worried about the day that
something might ignite that will cause

Overcrowdmg has plagued Westland’s 18th
_ | District Court, located behind the Westland
? police station on Ford Road, and Judfes say
the problem is worsemng and could

violent incidents in the court buxldmg

ad to

problems for all of us,” Judge C.
Charles Bokos told city leaders Mon-
day.

Overcrowding has long plagued 18th
District Court, tucked behind the West-
land police station on Ford Road, and
judges say the problem is worsening.

But judges face hesitant city officials
who say court needs must be weighed
alongside hopes for a new recreation
center and a new admlmstratlon build-

Juges court city for space

ing.
~ In their plea for help, Bokos and
Judge Gail McKnight told city officials
during a Monday night study session
that: . B

B The court had 38,000 cases last
year — more than double the number it
was built to handle in 1980.

A Its staff has doubled to 40 employ-
ees during the same 19-year period,
and workers desperately need more
space to do their jobs.

B Offenders waiting for probation
appointments are forced to sit in a hall-
way where scores of ticket-payers often
line up to settle fines — creating a situ-
ation for possible disputes.
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B Defendants, victims and their
families often face each other while
waiting in crowded hallways, increas-
ing the potential for violence.

B With as many as 200 people pack-
ing the court hallway some days, secu-
rity officers have little room to break
up fights. “There isn’t enough space to
separate people in the hallway,” McK-
night said. .

W Jurors waiting to be questioned -
for possible jury duty have to be shifted
between two courtrooms; they have no
room of their own.

B A bigger court would include bet-

+ -

Please see QOURT, A2

Water boy

S

‘}j.-see page A3

_""'The ﬂoatlng worla. Wayne Westland YMCA mstructor Crystal Hamm of Belleu:lle helps Brandon Asaro 4 of Dearborn float. The
- -class was for 3-to 5-year-olds called Rays/ Starf sh. It is an introduction to front crawl (freestyle) with arm stroke and rotary
""'.jbreathmg It also mcludes underwatet swzmnung and deep water safetv The class is to famzlzanze the child with water. Please

STARY PRO‘!'O BY TDH HA'LEY

Construction to begin soon on new fire station

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe.homecomme.net

South-end residents could see con-
struction begin as early as May on a
new Westland fire station in their
neighborhood.

The new building is slated for the
southeast corner of Annapolis and
Irene, in Carver subdivision. It will
become the first Westland fire station

to be built in nearly 30 years.

Mayor Robert Thomas predicted the
station will open late this year or in
spring 2000.

The new station will provide faster
responses to fires and medical emer-
gencies in a south leg of the city that is
geographically separate from the rest
of Westland.

The 4,600-square-foot building is
expected to cost about $800,000, city

officials said.

Westland City Council members on
Monday are expected to vote on a site
plan and a special land use for the new
station.

“We'll go out for bids soon after that,
and we should be ready to break
ground by May.” Fire Chief Mark Neal
said, “We're starting to get very excit-
ed.”

Westiand Planning Commission

members approved the fire station
plans on March 2, setting the stage for
a council vote Monday.

Two firefighters trained as
paramedics will initially work out of
the station with one mini-pumper.

“They'll have fire attack capabilities
as well as advanced hfe support capa-
bilities,” Neal said.

tMtimately. city officials hope to

Please sce STATION, AS

Man faces charges in cashing of fraudulent checks

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
delem@oec.homecomm.net

A Westland man is acecused of check
fraud amid allegations that he tried to
bilk an oil company out of as much as
$18,000, police reports said.

A 23-year-old suspect could face 14
years in prison if convicted of cashing
fraudulent checks at a Westland Com-

erica branch and trying to defraud
Dumplex Oil Co. of Wayne.

The defendant has been charged fol-
lowing incidents cited in Westland
police reports.

A Dimplex manager was notified by
Comeriea that a company account was
averdrawn and that a 310,000 check
had been written an March 1, one
report said.

The company official told bank
authorities that he didn’t authorize the
check and that three other checks also
were missing.

A man who lnought in the $10.000
check took $2,000 in cash, placed
$3.000 in a savings account and put
$6,000 in a certificate, bank emplovees
told police.

Twao days later, the man is accused of

withdrawing £3.000 from the savings
account, a police report said.

On March 4 - three days after the
first incident  the suspeet is accused
of returnming to Comerica wath an
$8,000 check drawn on the same oil
company., police smd

The man went to a dnve-up window

Please see CHECKS, A5

Switch to Lowell gets unofficial approval

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER
mchestney@oe.homecomnnet

Jivonia Public Schools’ plan to close Johnson Fle-
mentary in 2000 and move students and staff to the
bigger Lowell school is sailing in smooth waters, with
little controversy and few anticipated problems

The Livenia Board of Education gave the unofficial
Monday to bejun
planning for both the switch to Lowell and a planned
$£800,000 classroom addition to Garfield Elementary
The trustees are expected to approve the move

go-ahead to school administrators

" LIVONIA SCHOOLS

2000 budpret

the teachers” unon,
tion,

and the LKA
19499

June and build the costs of the move into the

But a sister issue that hrings major changes to the
elementary school dav may tace <0l head winds trom
the Tavoma Education Assoca
and may figure heavily into cantract negotia
tions slated to begin this week between the disteiet
The current captract expires i Aupst

19949

Twice this week LEA president Karen Zyczvnska
has hinted at the loonung conthe!, first i a letter to
the Lavonia Observer and then wn a public hearing
held Monday to air the Johnson Lowell switeh and
the changes in the elementary school dav Nee

accompanyving story |

In her fetter Zyvezynsks warned
mended an this restructurnng plan are pssnes that
affect contract negohations

The 32 nalhon price tay on the changes menns the
distnet wall temporanty zet aside oty queat te eeduce

“Chanyes recom

Plenao oo LOWELL, 84
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» Readers can submit slory suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor
or make general comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail
via the Internet at the following address:

newsroom 6 oeonline.com.

Homeline: 734-953-2020

» Open houses and new developmenls in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.
» Current mortgage rates.

"Classified After Hours: 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenience.

“Circulation Department: 734-591-0500

> If you have a question about home delivery
or if you did not receive your papes, please
call one of our customer service
representatives during the following hours:
Sunday: 8 a.m - Noon
Monday through Friday:
8:30 am. - 5:30 p.m.
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) You can access On-Line with just
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 Wayne-Westland - Schools -
Superintendent Greg Baracy. -
* passed his job review with flying -

¢olors at Monday‘s board meet-_ .

of “litroduction to mm RE

I_

ing.

board member Teresa Robbins
voting yes with reservations. No
pay raise was immediately tied
to the evaluation.

- Baracy was evaluated in eight
areas including: professional
leadership and personal quali-
ties, curriculum and instruction,
community relations, business
and finance, employee relations,
board relations, intergovernmen-
tal relations and student rela-
tions.

“In each of these categories I
couldn’t possibly give a higher
grade than was given to Dr.
Baracy,” school board President
David Cox said. .

Robbins, however, said while
she feels Baracy has done a good
job, “I always feel there’s room

for improvement so I'm voting

yes with reservations.”

His ahnual evaluatxon wasg
approved on a 7-0 vote with.

‘I,

d gives E laI’acy high marks |

Greg Baracy

Other board members gave
Baracy an unequivocal thumbs
up.

“I could not be more proud of
what he’s accomplished in the
last three or four years ... than if
he was my own son,” board
member Mathew McCusker said.

“He’s brought in a team of .

administrators second to none,”
he said.

cou rt from page Al

“I have worked with Greg. I
have found him extremely dedi-
cated to kida and the communi-
ty,” board member Martha Pit-
senbarger said. '

Despxte a laundry hat of ini-
tiatives,” not once did Baracy
wince, but he moved forward,

" Cox said.

Accordmg to a aummary of his
review:

B In professional leadership,
“Baracy has exhibited the energy

‘level, leadership and vision for

the school district that has pro-
vided a positive and motivating
atmosphere that focuses on
teaching and learning.”

M In curriculum and instruc-
tion, Baracy started the district's
early intervention reading pro-
gram, “Camp Read Alot” and will
expand it this year. The district
i8 also piloting a new hands-on
elerentary science curriculum
this year. ‘

8 In community relations,
Baracy participates and serves
on many civic organizations and
makes himself available to the
community through many speak-
ing engagements.

B In finance, “appropriate

E

cost containment and budget
monitoring have been a priority
while keeping in mind that stu-
dent programs and educational
quality will remam at the fore-
front.” '

B “His employee re!atlonshlps
in the district are excellent.”

M “He communicates with the
board on a regular basis and
treats each board member equal-
ly.” ‘
B “He contmues to foster one
of the best relationships with the
local municipalities that this dis-
trict has had in years.”

M “He is visible at school func-
tions after achool and visits
buildings and classrooms on a
regular basis.”

Baracy acknowledged the
praise while saying the district
has many challenges ahead.

“I"d like to thank each and
every one of you for your kind
words,” he said. He also praised
his cabinet and administration,
saying “everybody has a common
mission.”

“We will continue to focus on
our children,” he said.

ter security devices, Now, the
court rarely uses a moveable
metal detector. '

Call for help

Bokos and McKnight implored
city officials to consider approv-
ing a $4.5 million expansion that
would give the court 28,000
square feet of space - double
what it now has.

“We're m desperate need of '

some space, " Bokos said.
“It is ridiculous over there,”

Councilman Richard LeBlanc-

conceded™

An expansion would cost much
less than a new court, which
Bokos said could have a price tag

as high as $11.2 million.

Judges favor expanding the
front of the court building and
adding a second story, which
could eventually include a third

courtroom.

Even though Westland only
has two judges, Bokos said he
belisves that the state will even-
tually consolidate some district
courts.

“The likely merger is Wayne
and Westland,” he said. :

Bokos said he and McKnight
already have a greater workload
than some district courts with as
many as three judges.

The judges proposed helping to -
pay for an-expansion with sur-
plus court revenues that get

turned over to the city — $1.2

million during the last three
years, alone.

Bokos also said alternate plans
such as private financing could
be considered.

Either way, he said, “We re at
that point where we've got to
make a decmon

Bokos said the court can only
raise 80 much money to help
make a new building feasible.

“We can’t be charging people
$500 for a parking ticket,” he
said.

A new or expanded court has
been discussed for at least four
years; but the proposal seemed
to Jose momentum as city offi-
cials turned their attention to a
new recreation center and
administration building.

Mayor’s response

Mayor Robert Thomas said
Monday that new city buildings
are “first and foremost” on his
list of priorities - ahead of a
court project.

However, some council mem-
bers indicated that they want to
consider all building needs so
they can develop a comprehen-

sive plan that addresses all
issues.

“I think we'd be making a big
mistake by doing this piece-
meal,” Councilman Gienn Ander-
son said.

But, McKnight said, “We've
got to get to that overall plan.”

Councilwoman Justine Barns
said she favors a new court
building along with a new
administration complex and a
new recreation center.

“We haven’t put enough money
into our buildings to maintain
them well,” she said. “’I‘hey’re all
going sour.”

Judges pleaded with city offi-
cials to seek solutions as soon as
possible to the court’s problems.

“The more we wait,” Bokos
said, “the more it's going to cost
us to do something down the
road.”

1999, for:

Mail To: SEALED BID: ASBESTOS

Attn: Barb Evanson

WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
BID ADVERTISEMENT

Wayne-Westland Community School District will receive sealed Request for
Quotation (RFQ) Packets until 2:00 p.m. Local Tsme, Tuesday, March 30,

at
Adams Middle School, Hoover Elementary,
Jefferson-Barng Elementary School, Kettering Elementary School,
Lincoln Elementary School and Schiceitzer Elementary School

All Request For Quotation Packets must be mailed or delivered to the

Wayne-Westland Community S8chool District:

Format: Al Request for Quotation Packets shall be submitted in a sealed
envelope and labeled as outlined below.

Asbestos Abatement

Wayne-Westland Community School District
Dyer Administration Center

Office: (7134) 451-0760
Nextel: (734) 231-5212
Mr. Scott Staber, J. Scott Environmental, Inc.
Qffice: (734) 451-0780
Nextel: (734) 231-5213

Al official changes and interpretations to the Project Specifications will be
made via addenda only. Bidders are encouraged to fax all questions regarding
the specifications, bidding proceduges, ete. to J. Scott Environmental, Inc. (734-

451-1565).
Building/Site Visits:

Bidders wishing to make additional building visits should contact the Wayne-
Westland Community School Districts' representative prior to the intended

vigit to make arrangements:

Mr. Tony Spisak, Field Supervisor, Division of

Buildings & Grounds
Office: (734) 595-2174

B Questions Regarding Project Specifications: '
Al questions regarding the Praject Specifications should be addressed ta:

Mr. Jeff Heydanek, J. Scott Environmental, Inc.

-

. Time:

36745 Marquette
Westland, Michigan 48185

e

- All Requeat for Quotation Packets must be received by the Wayne

Westland Community School District no later than:
Time:  2:00 p.m. Local Time on Tuesday, March 30, 1999
At Wayne-Westland Community School District . A
Dyer Administration Center
36745 Marquette
Westland, Michigan 48185
Format Al ofﬁc:al hard copy Request .for Quotanon Packets must be
_ received prior to the date and time specified in order to be accepted

All Request for Quotation Packets will be publicly opened:
Time:  2:00 p.m. Local Time on Tuesday, March 30, 1999

At: Wayne-Westland Community Schbol District
Dyer Administration Center
36745 Marquette
Westland, Michigan 48185
Format: Bids will be opened at 2:00 p.m. Complete Bid Tabulations will be

faxed to all plan holders by Wednesday, April 1, 1999. The Owner
and Owner's Representatives request that no Bidders call for bid
»r_esults prior to Wednesday, April 1, 1999.

" The Wayne-Westland Community School District intends to award all
. projects at:
. Event:

 First Bdard of Education Meeting following Bid Opening
" Wayne-Westland Community School District

© Dyer Administration Center
36745 Marquette
Weatland Michigan 48185

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid Examination will be held to review and
answer questions regarding the projects:
1:00 p.m. Local Time on Wednesday, March 17, 1999

At:

At: Bufldings & Grounds Facility
. 33418 Myrtle
o Wayne, Michigan 48184
Meet at:  Conference Room
. Note: All project locations will be reviewed during the Pre-Bid

Examination. The initial meeting is the only mandatory activity.
All Bidders will be required to sign-in during the initial meeting.
Dirvections: 1-.278 South to Michigan Avenue. Take Ford Road east
approximnately 4 miles to Howe Rord. Take Howe Road south to
Myrtle. Take Myrtie cast to Buildings & Grounds Facility.
The format of the Pre-Bid Examination will be an initia
resentation on the bidding process and the scope of work at each
guxldmg An overview of the scopo of work for each building will be
presented and the gerreral project requirements and project dates
will be reviewed. A 30-minute scheduled visit will be made to each
" bullding. A representative of J. Scolt Eavironmental, Inc, will be at
‘the building for the duration listed below. An informal tour will ba
" made at each building to provide information to any interested
Bidders, The facilily tours are not required and are for
~informational purposes only:

Schedule:

i Time Activity
1:00 pm.-2:30 p.n.  Review of epecification, overview of all
" projects

Adnms Middle School

Lincoln Elementary School
Jefferson Elementary School
Kettering Elementary School
Schweitzer Elementary School
Hoover Elemeantary School

.8:00 p.in.-3:00 p.m.

3:40 p.m.-4:10 p.m.

Vo 4:20 pma-4:60 pm.
5:00 pm.-6:30 p.m.

. 5:40 p.m.-6:20 p.m.

] 8:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

All Bidders must check in with the building office as soon as they reach the
building. Unless noted or allowed by the Wayne-Westland Community School
District, building/site visits will only be permitted after school hours.

Project 8pecification Documents:

Project Specification Decuments will be available at the Pre-Bid Examination
on Wednesday, March 17, 1999, Project Specification Documents can also be
picked up by visiting J. Scott Environmental, Inc’s office at 486 West Ann
Arbor Trail, Suite 102, Plymouth, Michigan, between $:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
starting Wednesday, March 17, 1599 Project Specification Documents have
not been provided by J. Scott Enmronmental. Inc. to any advertising agencies,
such as Dodge Daily Reports, Daily Construction Reports and Construction
Association of Michigan. Specifications will not be mailed to Bidders.

There is a non-refundable $25.00 charge for the Project Specification
Documents. All checks should be made payable to “J. Scott Environmental,
Ine” Bidders desiring more than one (1) set of documents may obtain
additional sets for the amount noted above up to a maximum of three (3) sets.

Bonding Requirements:

The Wayne-Westland Community School District requires that all bidders
submit a Bid Bond in accordance with the requirements summarized below
and that all selected Contractors submit Performance and Labor and
Materials Bonds in accordance with the requirements summarized below:

Bid Bond
Amount:
Requirements:

5%

The Bidder shall submit the required Bid Security in the
form of a Bid Bond by a Treasury approved surety licensed to
do business in the State of Michigan, a Cashier's Check, or a
Certified Check in the amount of 5% of the bid price. The Bid
Security shall be submitted with the understanding that if
the bid is recepted, the B dder will enter into a formal
contract with the Owner and that the required Performance
and Labor and Malerial Payment Bondas {as listed below and
fully detailed in the General Conditions section) will be
provided by the Contractor. The Bid Security oblige is Wayne-
Westland Communily Schoo) District. Bidders shal) agree not
to withdraw proposals for a period of forty-five (45) days after
the bid due date.

Performance Bond & Labor and Material Puyment Bonds

Amount: 100%

Requirements: The accopted Contractor will be required to furnish, in the
amount of 100% of the Contract Price, satisfactory
Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond by
a Treasury approved surety licensed to do business in the
State of Michigan.

Additional Information for Bidders:

All applicable insurance policies (including asbestos spocaﬁc) will be required
for each accepted Bidder. Bidders must submit copies of the Contractor's
current State of Michigan Asbestos Abatement License, This project is not tax
exempt from State Sales Tax and/or Use Tax. All materials and supplics
incorporated and used in construction and becoming a permanent part of this
project will not be exempt from State Salea Tax and/or Use Tax. Prevailing
wages are required for this project.

Contracts:

The succezsful Bidder(a) will be required to enter into a contract with Waynp-
Westland Community School District on Contract Form AIA Document
“‘A101/CM - Standard Form of Agreenient Between Owner and Contractor,
1980 Edition.” The contract will bo prepared by the Owner's Consultant

J SCOTT ENVIRONMENTAL. INC
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