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Everybody knows that honey and 
lemon is good for a chest cold and 
gargling with salt water soothes a 
sore throat. 

The Observer Health & Fitness 
staff is planning an issue on folk 
remedies, those tried-and-true Rxs 
straight out of youf grandma's 
kitchen. We'd like to know how your 
folks and grand folks cured what 
ailed them when the doctor wasn't 
around. What do you do for your snif­
fles, bee bites, warts and tummy 
aches? 

• Send your Ideas(not your 
potions) to: Observer Newspapers, 
Attn.: Renee Skoglund/Kim Mort-
son, 36251 Schoolcraft Road, 
Livonia, Ml 48150. Fax: (734) 
591-7279. E-mail: 
kmortson@oe.homecomm.net. 

IN THE PAPER 

TODAY 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

Cuckoo for comedy: If you 
hear strange noises com- . 
ing from the back room of 
Mama Mia's Restaurant 
every now and then, have 
no fear. It's just the Danc­
ing Cuckoos, a group of 
Laurel and Hardy fans 
singing, dancing and 
having a good time./Bl 

AT HOME 

Place of worship: A home 
shrine is a pei^sonal 
expression of religious 
belief./W 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Circus: The Shrine Cir­
cus, the circus with a 
heart, is a labor of love 
for the Shriners who run 
it/El 

REAL ESTATE 

Memorable folks: Some 
are good experiences, 
some are bad, but almost 
everyone sells a ho?ne./¥l 
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Pickering to quit council seat 
Westland City Council member Charles Pick­
ering's decision to step down eight months 
before his current term expires will almost 
certainly cause potential appointees to jockey 
for position in this election year. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclera@oe.homecomm.net 

Veteran Westland City Council mem­
ber Charles Pickering stunned his col­
leagues and political observers Monday 
by suddenly announcing he will resign 
his elected post, effective April 30. 

His decisio'n to s t e p down e i g h t 
months before his current term expires 

will almost certainly cause potential 
appointees to jockey for position in this 
election year. 

Council President Sandra Cicirelli 
urged candidates to submit resumes to 
the city clerk's office at Westland City 
Hall. She hasn't announced a deadline 
or scheduled a study session for discus­
sion about replacing Pickering. 

D u r i n g a n i n t e r v i e w , P i cke r ing 
rejected any speculation tha t he quit 

h i s pos t e a r l y to h e l p a p o t e n t i a l 
appointee gain an incumbent's edge in 
1999 council elections. 

"I'm not trying to create an advan­
tage for a political candidate for coun­
cil," he said. "As of right now, I'm not 
actively supporting anybody." 

Pickering, 56, said he wants to spend 
more time with his family, travel and 
explore an educational interest in culi­
nary arts. 

A former mayor in his 12th year on 
the council, Pickering said he didn't 
plan to seek re-election and, therefore, 
chose to resign to avoid becoming a 
lame duck legislator. 

This way, he said, a new appointee 

Fedorov fever 

STATfPHOTO BT BHTAN MJTCHEli. 

Fedorov fan: Brianne Collins, 17, (above and below) didn't wait iri line for an autograph but 
after Red Wing Sergei Fedorov passed her Collins was excited, yelling, <lHe touched me!" 

Hockey hero: Detroit 
Red Wing hockey 

player Sergei Fedorov 
was at the Westland 

Shopping Center 
Tuesday flight where 
more than1,000 peo­

plewaited inline 
and paid $40 or $50 
for each item signed, 
with some of the pro­
ceeds going to youth 

hockey. The event was 
put on by the Fan 

Zone. Below, Sergei 
Fedorov signed more 

than 1,000 auto­
graphs at the West-

land mall: 

First fans: 
.Tommy Doyle 
(left) and Jeff 
Daigneau got 
to the West-
land malt at 
7 a.m. 7\tes-
day to see 
Fedorov even 
though he 
wasn't sched­
uled to arrive 
until 6p.m. 

can be involved ifi decisions about a 
new city budget QJjid whether to reno­
vate or construct r|ew municipal build­
ings, including an Administration com­
plex, a recreatiorjl center , a d i s t r ic t 
court and fire stations. 

"It is time for new energy, ideas and 
enthusiasm with a fr%sh focus on the 
future of Westland," Pickering said. •. 

His depar ture also m3§ns he won't 
be on the council when possible deci­
sions are made on commercial, indus­
trial or residential projects that may 
involve his real estate company: His 
firm recently closed its Westland office 

P l e a s e see PICKERING, A2 

Judge sends 
man to trial 
in beating 
death of boy 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Murder defendant Hassan Christo­
pher Clark showed little emotion Mon­
day as a Westland judge ordered him 
to s tand t r ia l for the b ru ta l beat ing 
death of his girlfriend's 2-year-old son. 

As some of his family members wept. 
Clark, 30, only smiled faintly as he was 
led from a courtroom where lie was 
ordered to stand trial for the Jan. 14 
killing of Michael Towne. 

Clark faces trial for felony murder 
and first-degree child abuse following a 
ru l ing by 18th Dis t r ic t J u d g e Gail 
McKnight, who cited "strong, strong" 
circumstantial evidence against him. 

The judge a n n o u n c e d her ru l ing 
Monday, concluding a two-part prelimi-

P lease see DEATH, A3 

Masked 
gunman 
robs store 

A masked gunman Saturday robbed 
a Wes t l and convenience s to re and 
escaped with an undisclosed amount of 
money and lottery tickets. 

The incident occurred at 2 p.m. at 
Quick Mart . 30903 Ann Arbor Trail 
near Merriman, and no arrest has been 
made, police said 

A store clerk told police that a white 
male bandit entered the store holding a 
long-ba r re l h a n d g u n and t h a t he 
demanded money from the store draw­
ers and cash register. 

She reported that she followed his 
orders and that he also demanded lot­
tery tickets. 

The woman sought help after the 
man left the store The bandit was last 
seen running toward a Danny's store in 
the area 

Residents of nearby Hawthorne Club 
A p a r t m e n t s , behind n a n n y ' s , told 
police they hadn't seen the bandit 

The bandit was described as a white 
male, about ISO pounds He wore a 
white hat . a white tur t leneck shir t , 
blue jeans and a blue cloth handker­
chief over bis face He also wore sun­
glasses 

Anyone who lias information is urged 
to caii the Westland Police Department 
at 722 -0G0O 

Anonymous t ips may lie made to 
Grime Stoppers of Michigan at i 800 i 
.s:n-,'nii 

Plan for new southeast fire station hits delay 
Hv DARNELL CI.KM 
STAFF WftllWl 
dclem@oo.homceomm.iicl 

New fire station plans for Westland's southeast 
side hit what is expected to be a temporary snag 
Monday. 

Cnrver subdivision residents who live near the pro 
posed site, southeast of Annapolis anil Irene, con 
vincod Westland City Council members to delay a 
vote until April f». 

Residents Sahrina ("Juyton and Sherry Mallard 
asked for a throe-week delay to allow the Southeast 
Westland Homeowners Association to discuss the 
proposal. 

"We need to kick it around at a meeting." Mallard 
said Tuesday 

• Fire Chief Mark Neal said Tuesday 
that a small children's park with play­
ground equipment Is scheduled to bo 
built after the new fire station is com­
pleted. The park would be next to what 
would he Westland's first new firo sta­
tion In nearly 30 years. 

• Tfr W » •" * * » " # * « • 

City officials want to build a 4.GOO square toot. 
$800,000 fire station in all area geographically sepa 
rale from much of Westland 

Resident Ramlv Mason told council members \b>:i 

day that he is pleased to see Ins longtime neighbor­
hood finally receiving some attention 

"i kind of thought thai area was neglected by the 
city." he said. 

Specifically, Mason said the citv has ignored park 
and recreation deeds in the Carver subdivision 

Fire Chief Mark Need said Tuesda\ that a small 
children's park with playground equipment is slated 
to be built after the new fire station is completed 

The park would be next t<< what would he West 
land's first new fire station tn nearly 30 years 

K.venlually. city officials plan to add to the park In 
installing ball fields and basketball courts. Neal said 

l hi Monday, council members agreed to delay a site 

I'leas,- STATION, A2 
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from page Al 

aiid consolidated operations in 
Canton Township. 

Rumors had circulated that 
Pickering wouldn't seek re-elec­
tion, but his decision to resign 
early sent quakes rumbling 
across Westland's political land­
scape. 

Pickering's six colleagues uni­
formly expressed shock over los­
ing a colleague that, according to 
Cicirelli, often found a compro­
mise to help bridge political, 
gaps. Cicirelli said many of Pick­
ering's allies had asked her to 
try to convince him to seek re­
election. 

Councilman Glenn Anderson 
described himself as "disappoint­
ed" at Pickering's decision, but 
said he would respect it. 

Councilwoman Sharon Scott 
said she was "in a s ta te of 
shock," and she added that she 
will miss a humorous side of 
Pickering that sometimes eased 
council tensions. 

Deputy Mayor George Gillies 
called Pickering "a class person." 

Pickering, who celebrated his 
56th birthday on Feb. 10, said 
during an interview that he told 
himself long ago he would quit 
politics before age 60. 

"It almost seems to become a 
way of life," he said, "and I didn't 
want it to be that way for me." 

Charles Pickering 

Pickering also admitted that 
he became frustrated in recent 
years by "serious policy-making 
decisions tha t I didn' t agree 
with." 

Consider: 
• He believed the council 

erred in 1996 by seeking a 1.5-
mill, six-year tax increase for 
new police and fire programs. 
Voters defeated the plan by a 3-
to-2 margin. Pickering had said 
the city didn't need a tax hike to 
pay for some programs, such as 
paramedic medical services, that 
have since been implemented, 
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anyway. 
• He viewed the city's deci­

sion to pump about $2 million 
into a new Sears store at West-
land Center as corporate wel­
fare. 

• He believed that a special 
taxing district north of Ford 
Road should have ended after 
the Westland library was built, 
but a council majority chose to 
continue to the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority district - pos­
sibly to pay for other city build­
ings. 

Pickering began his city 
involvement in 1971, when he 
was hired by the city's parks and 
recreation depar tment . He 
became director. 

He was elected mayor in 
November 1981, serving a some­
t imes- tumul tuous , four-year 
term. He was later elected to the 
city council and is quitting in his 
12th year. 

Pickering provided an anec­
dote Monday about his decision. 
He noted that his announcement 
coincided with the Ides of March 
and the assassination on March 
15, 44 B.C., of Roman ruler 
Julius Caesar, killed by armed 
conspirators. 

"But," Pickering said, "I am 
choosing to end my career on a 
positive note." 

Station 
from page Al 
plan and a special land use for 
the new stat ion to give the 
homeowners association more 
time to discuss the plans. 

City officials have said con­
struction could begin this spring, 
and Mayor Robert Thomas has 
said the station could open late 
this year or in early 2000. 

Two firefighters/paramedics 
will initially be stationed there, 
but officials have said staffing 
levels could eventually be 
increased. 

City leaders have said the fire 
station will provide beefed-up 
fire protection in the city's south­
east end. A community police 
officer also will work part-time 
in the building. 

Public safety measures cou­
pled with park plans are viewed 
by city officials as a positive 
development for the area. 

"I th ink it 's a great plan," 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Robert Kosowski said Monday. "I 
think it will really add beautifi-
cation in that area and will give 
the kids someplace to play." 

Even so, city officials such as 
Councilman Glenn Anderson 
viewed it as important to give 
residents a chance to discuss 
development in their neighbor­
hood. 

"We want the support of the 
whole community," Anderson 
said. 

Target: reading 

STAFF PHOTO B* PAUL HURSCHMAXN 

Signing on: Bryan "Goose" Finnerty, goalkeeper for the Detroit Rockers Indoor 
Soccer team, signs autographs for Jessica Lynn Riggs, 10, arid her brother 
Charlie, 5, during a "Read Across America" event recently at the Target Store 
on Ford Road in Canton. Jessica is a top reader at her school, P.D. Graham 
Elementajy in Westland. 

Marvaso project gets 1st OK 
BY LILLY A. EVANS 
STAFF WRITER 

A roar of cheers filled the air 
from family and supporters of 
George Marvaso as he 
approached the podium Monday 
after the Canton planning com­
mission recommended approval 
for use of coin-operated devices 
at Electropolitan, an adult-style 
"theme park" planned for Hag­
gerty Road between Ford and 
Cherry Hill. 

"I thank God, thank the plan­
ning commission, my support 
team and my devoted family. I 
want to build something Canton 
is proud of," exclaimed Marvaso 
after moving one step closer to 
owning one of the country's 
largest amusement complexes. 
Marvaso owns the Electric Stick 
in Westland. 

However some Canton resi­
dents still don't see the develop­
ment, similar to the national 
Dave & Buster's chain, as a posi­
tive addition to their neighbor­
hood. 

Kathleen Lekki of Bedford 
Villa Condominiums, who lives 
across the street from the pro­
posed complex said, "Not only is 
the traffic my concern, my prob­
lem is possible crime coming into 
the area and too many people's 
home values going down." 

Another Bedford resident, 
Lynn Ott, suggested the complex 
would be better off on Michigan 
Avenue where other entertain­
ment complexes are located. 

"We are going to get drunk 

people coming out of there, 1 
want the center but not right 
across from the subdivision," Ott 
said. 

The planning commission 
voted 5-0 to recommend special 
land use for coin-operated 
amusement devices after tabling 
the request on Jan. 4. The pro­
posal now goes to the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees. 

Planning commission chair­
man Vic Gustafson and commis­
sioner Karl Zarbo weren't pre­
sent, to vote. 

Marvaso hopes to have 80,000 
square feet comprised of arcades, 
billiards, a restaurant, a lounge, 
comedy club, theater, wide-
screen televisions, waterfalls, 
fireplaces and high-tech light 
and sounds. The closest Dave & 
Buster's is in Utica. 

The hours of operation -would 
be 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. 

The recommendation was 
tabled in January awaiting the 
Michigan Department of Trans­
portation's and the township's 
traffic analysis. The traffic anal­
ysis calls for a right-hand turn 
lane on Haggerty Road to 
increase traffic flow on north­
bound Haggerty. The analysis 
was looked at by commissioners, 
although Monday's recommenda­
tion was limited to special land 
use not the final site plans. 

The commissioners agreed 
Wayne County has input on 
where traffic signals and drive­
ways will be placed. 

Commissioner Ron Lieberman 

added the township should be 
aggressively fighting for the best 
traffic situations and not let the 
county make all the decisions. 

Melissa McLaughlin said most 
traffic into the complex would be 
during evening hours, instead of 
peak daytime hours. 

Residents trying to halt the 
development presented a peti­
tion containing more than 100 
signatures against it. 

Bedford Villas resident Craig 
Timko suggested routing Elec­
tropolitan traffic on to Ford Road 
instead of Haggerty. 

Bryan Amann, attorney for the 
development, said that plan was 
put forward, but the county and 
state rejected it because of the 
heavy congestion already pre­
sent at the corner. 

Marvaso's four children and 
wife of 32 years were in the audi­
ence to support him. They 
showed enthusiasm as one of the 
first phases of the complex was 
voted to be recommended to the 
township trustees. 

Marvaso's supporters said that 
the developer has strong family 
ethics and as a business owner 
he supports and contributes to 
society. 

The land is presently zoned 
commercial. 

Before the final vote commis­
sioner Susan Dodson said: "It's 
the beginning of the process - it 
is a long process, it doesn't mean 
they will make it through the 
final site plan process." 
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It's all in the follow-through 

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Having a ball: Carmen Muglia gets a bit of help from mom, Nancy, recently at 
the benefit Bowlathon for the Livonia Parents of the Visually Impaired at 
Woodland Lanes. 

Bowled over 
Area benefit helps 
visually impaired 

On a 
roll: 

Megan 
Krol, 9, 
of Gar­

den 
City 

lets it 
fly-

N ancy Muglia's daughter, Carmen, 
hadn't bowled before. But the 3-
year-old visually impaired girl had 

a blast during her three games at Wood­
land Lanes in Livonia recently. "She even 
bowled a strike." Muglia said later. 

The event was the second annual 
Bowlathon hosted by the Livonia Parents 
of the Visually Impaired. 

Based in Livonia, the group covers all 
of western Wayne County. It's been 
around for 25 years and operates as a fed­
erally tax exempt organization. 

Last year, the group raised more than 
$4,000 to help provide a summer day 
camp that taught and reinforced living 
and social skills that visually impaired 
children need to lead an independent life 

This year's event was for the same ben­
efit. 

"They did really well. Last year they 
raised over $4,000 and this year they 
doubled it," said Muglia. who lives in 
Garden City. 

In all, 27 of the 32 lanes at Woodland 
were sponsored by businesses, families 
and friends to help raise money. 
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Death from page Al •m 
nary hearing that began March 
1. She rejected a r g u m e n t s by 
defense attorney Steven Bullock, 
who said charges against Clark 
should be dismissed for lack of 
evidence. 

McKrught pointed to testimo­
ny from Carl Schmidt, assistant 
Wayne County medical examin­
er, who said the 40-pound boy 
was beaten so brutally that he 
suffered a split pancreas, a torn 
liver, a fractured rib and bruises 
over his head and body. 

McKrught also relied on testi­
mony from neighbors who earli­
er tes t i f ied t h a t they h e a r d 
banging noises and loud thuds -
one that shook a wall - coming 
from the apartment where Clark 
was baby-si t t ing Towne. One 
neighbor also heard an angry 
male voice. 

Police and paramedics found 
Towne after a 911 call came 
from an apar tment tha t Clark 
shared with the boy's mother, 
Kimber ly Howie, a t T h e 
Orchards of Xewburgh, on West-
land's southwest side. 

The mother was working at 
the time. 

Schmidt, testifying that Towne 
suffered a fractured rib, said it 
appeared the boy had been pre­
viously injured in t h e s a m e 
place. 

"This was a fracture on top of 
a previous fracture," he testified. 

Schmidt also said the boy suf­
fered a blow that was so strong 
it split his pancreas in two. He 
said the child was hit while his 
back was against a hard surface, 
bu t Schmid t couldn ' t say if 
Towne was lying down or stand­
ing up. 

Maria Miller, assistant Wayne 
County prosecutor, sugges ted 
that the bov mav have been hit 

Btts? PHOTO BY BRYAN Miuusy 

Bound over: Hassan Christopher Clark ofWestland 
was ordered to stand trial in the death of his girl­
friend's 2-year-old boy. 

while standing against a wall ' -
and that the force caused a thud 
heard by neighbors. 

Schmidt compared the force of 
the blow to what it would take to 
spli t a hot dog t h a t had been 
placed under a pillow. 

"I think the pancreas was split 
in one blow," he said. 

Clark claimed in a statement 
to police t h a t Towne s topped 
breathing while he was napping. 

The child 's mother test if ied 
March 1 that she believes Clark 

M H H M B M H "was good for my son." She said 
C O U R T s ^ e ^ a t* never seen Clark hur t 

the boy, and she also testified. 
that she still cares for him. 

Clark r e m a i n s j a i l e d as lu 
awaits t r ia l in Wayne Count \ 
Circui t Cou r t . McKnigh t ! ; 
denied bond. 

Clark also faces trial for nrrj 
gent homicide amid accusation* 
he drove a car t h a t crossed 
center line and hit another vehi­
cle head-on Feb. 7 

The accident occurred in We-si 
land and killed Jess ie Dwayn 
Ridner, a passenger in th ' <....• 
Clark was driving. 

DARE officers, firefighters to face off 
W e s t l a n d f i re f igh te rs and 

police DARE 'Drug Abuse Resis­
tance Educat ion) officers will 
test their hockey skills in compe­
tition Saturday. 

The two sides will square off in 
a 7 p .m. game at W e s t l a n d 

Sports Arena, 6210 N. Wildwood, 
fire Battalion Chief Chris Szpara 
said. 

Admission is a min imum $1 
donation to benefit DARE and 
the firefighters public awareness 
committee. Szpara said. 

The event will include < 
prizes and raffles of items 
as merchandise autographo 
Detroit Red Wings hockey • 
ers. he said 

For more in fur in at . 
(734>722-DARK 
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