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Charter school The
Henry Ford Academy

- attracts students from

~ throughout the county to
study a curriculum heavy
in math and science that
aims to prepare them for
‘the 21st century /A8 |

OPINION
Tlme for a change. The

federal tax system is so

complicated that even
“honest taxpayers have dif
ﬁculty keepmg up /A12

COMMUNITY I.IFE

Watching you. Mike Ham-
mier wouldn’t be caught
dead there, but Russ -
Rheaume has 15 students

“enrolled in his techniques

of private investigating
class atHenry Ford Com-
munzty College /BL

AT HOME

Gorgeous grounds. Bloom-
fest, the largest indoor. -

ower show in Michigan,
aboiinds-in beauty and
offers somethmg for every
one /06

ENTERTAINMENT

Tonlght Show Band F’or
.30 years, Doc Severmsen
had a steady gig. Now
he’s.on the road and, he
says, “havzng the time of
my lzfe / E:I.
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REAL ESTATE

Qulrky features- Houses
with unusual attributes

can be more dtfﬁcult sells, |

but most properties even-
tually move. / F:I.
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- Justine Bams, mgnahng an end to a

polmcal career that spans 35 years,
“confirmed Tuesday -that she will not

seek re- e!ectmn to her Westland City ,
Council seat. = -~
“I think’ it's tlme to. step asxde for

_ younger people,” Barns, 74; said dunng

a telephone interview.

~“I take my government so seriously, -
"1 and it’s time to leaye,” she’ said. “There
“are a lot of good people in our town,

and let them have-a turn at it. »
Barns is one of Westland’s ‘most
prominent legislators ever, and her.
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" denly you feel like you stepped mto
. anold Frank Sinatra movie, or
maybe ‘a remake of his life.
~ - Onany given' night, the dance -
ﬂoor is packed with people from 21
to 70 shomng off their swing dance . .

.. Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Glenn' -
" well ag'the new bands that ars

.‘“sounds s
" "The man behmd it all John

old-time gangater club owner; He - -

.._‘f._ ae a kid growing up in Lincoln Perk
e watchmg reruns on television. . -

'etep when he decided to silence the

M ¢ wm\ . /0 A

T ;J'for three years when the bar was -

| Walk through the doore of the 24 B
’ ‘-Karat Club in Westland and sud-. |-

‘moves to the great old sounds’ of o
"L "Miller and the Andrews Sisters, as';-»_.: E

 carving'out fhelr own swmg dance' =

Anton, 29, likes to play the part of :"_: ;:f; ‘ ‘.."

. \was mtroduced to orchestra music " |~

Last October, Anton took a bold
rock 'n oll bands that he featured -

http

supporters say she Ied the way for local
women in politics,

- Her ‘decision .to retire from public-

ofﬁce means that Westland voters will

elect at least two new councxl members

in November.

Councilman Charles Plckermg-
‘announced in March that he isn't seek-

ing re-election, and he stunned pohtlcal

observers with news that he wnll resxgn

- “his post April 30.
« Barns said she wzll serve out, the
final year of her four-year term, whmh

_ ends Dec. 3.

In announcmg her plans Bams con-

firmed what many political insiders
and fnenda had suspected for months.

called the’ Mosqu.o Club, and =~ -
started booking swing orchestras i
One récent Saturday night, as 15

| variéties of martinis were poured at.
-|: -the bar and his patrons’ cigar =~

. smoéke circled overhead, Anton -

s wore a black fedora th,h white - v.
|_ band, susperiders and wing tips, as

‘he explamed the tranaformatxon
- “I got. sxck of‘ roek n' roll he saxd

' oomplete thh a theatncal and -
| exaggerated Brooklyn accent that -

‘|, . would have made the Chalrman of
the Board proud. - o

_I'd like to have a swing bar.” As -

~ goon as I would leave here, lxsten-
| “ing to the heavy music bands, I -
1 would get in the car and put on .
N tSmatra and relax. :

:_ Sngmg crowd
| the same sounds on’ Saturdays and

*| dance lessons three nights weekly.
4" The only charge is the $5 cover at

* place where the Rat Pack (Sinatra,
*| Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr. and
R Joey Bishop) would hang out,” |

nhﬁ( SINCT COQ s-m*

larns to step as1de 'flrom ceuncll

“You wxl] not ﬁnd anyone wnth a bxg-;'
. ger heart for her friends and for her
" community than Justine Barns,” Coun-

cilwoman and longtime friend Sharon

Scott said. “She has quietly done a lot
of things for the beneﬁt of a lot of peo-
ple.

added, “and 1 think it's unfortunate

that some of our younger pohtlclansg
don’t laok to her more for advice. 1.

think she should be treated with the
utmost respect. She has. always done
what’s been best for the city.”

Barns’ political career began: 35

years ago when she was elécted to a

<charter commission that mapped the

“She has a lot of knowledge, Scott_
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.Three or foyr years ago, he start-
ed buying Frank Sinatra and. Tony
Bennett CDs and said: “One day, *

He started offering hxs customers

then Fridays. He also hosts swing .

the door.
“I'd like to gwe it the feehng ofa

Pleaee ) m

way for Westland to become & city in. _

1966

Placed in’ perapectwe she started her .
poht1cal cagreer when the Civil Rights .

Act of 1964 became law and when the’

‘Beatles rocked American popcharts.
“From there it just rolled” -

lcal career, that is, she said. :
She went on to serve 17 years on the

Westland City Council, startmg in

1966, and then 12 years in. the state
House ‘

Barns retired bneﬁy from public
office but was convinced by her friends

‘and supporters to run' for councll four -

ﬁiease see i
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[ ] Constru‘ctnon‘ of the 4, 823-

iquare-foot station could
e

n as early as June, It
will be built on the south- -

“| " east corner of Annapohs

and Irene. o

BY DARRELL CLEM
. STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe homecomm net

a8  south-side residents,
. Westland City Council
members Monday
. unleashed plans for &

new fire stafion in

" Carver subdivision.

Dozens of residents ehampxoned a
new fire station by packing a meeting
- at Westland City Hall, and scores more

petitioned decision-makers in writing.

“We need that. fire station,” Lori Wil- -

son, president-elect of the Southeast

. Westland Homeowners Association,

" Please see STATION Ad

Chlef ’

crusade
cr1t1c1zed

BY DABRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER -
dclem@oe.homecomm.net

. Fire ‘Chief Mark Neal drew criticism’

Monday amid allegations he engaged

. in intimidation to win support for a
" Carver subdivision fire station.

Neal campaigned for a new station
on the southeast corner of Annapolis
and Irene by distributing letters to
south-end homes, implying that a few
residents could scuttle the plan by sug-

_ gesting an alternate site. -

'Neal called the potential loss of
improved fire protection “life-threaten-
ing,” and his letter last week included

forms for residents to sign in a show of ‘

support for his plan.
More than 75 people returned their

Please see OHIEF, A4

Man r‘apes homelessv Woman takes off with car

BY DARRELL CLEM

. BTAFF WRITER =
- delem@oe homecomm, net

A homeless woman sleepmg in her car behmd a
| -"'Westland strip mall was.raped early Sunday by a
", 1. passing stranger who also took her car, police aaxd

-A'Detroit man is in custody.

The 35-year-old woman was attacked about 2 a.m.
" Sunday after she was awakened by a man pounding
-] ..on the window of her car, police Sgt. Michael Terry
A said o A
. The mcldent occurred after the woman parked her’
older model Ford on 4 service drive behind West
* Ridge Plaza on Warren Road, between Wayne and
. Central City Parkway, Terry said.
: “She was a homelees woman who was sleepmg in

her car, and (the attacker) )ust happened to be pass-
ing through the alley on foot,” Terry said.
“He smashed out her car window and sexually
“assaulted her, and then put herout of the' wehwle and
stole her car,” the sergeant said. ‘
The woman went to a nearby apartment complex
and sought help from someone who phoned Westland

police.

her, Terry said. -

Wheri asked why the suspect would reveal his iden-
tity, Terry responded that the man is claiming he

“Doctors at an arca hospital treated the woman for
injuries such as cuts that she suffered during the
attack. She remains a transient.

The victim gave police the name of a suspect whom
she said showed a Michigan identification card to

had consensual sex with the woman.

Police found a suspect at a Detroit residence, and
he was arraigned Monday in Westland 18th District
Court on charges of third-degrge criminal sexual con-
duct and carjacking. '

The 30-year-old suspect could face a maximum sen--
tence of life in prison if convicted as charged. A not-

guilty plea has been placed on record for him.

Judge C. Charles Bokos ordered the suspect jailed
in lieu of a $260,000 cash bond and ordered him to
return to court April 16 for a preliminary hearing.

The hearing will determine whether he should
atand trial on thé charges. Even though the victim is

transient, she is expected to be prepared to testify in

court. Terry said she has been in regular contact with
police since she was attacked.
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whelming support from .
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TWO eru legulatorl have'-‘

: Democnhc Task F'orce on Nun
ing Home Reform,

R Sttte Repe. Thomas x.ny, D-V_

". Wayne, whose district includes

" Garden City, and Eileen DeHart,

D:Westland, wll.l work to xdentx- .

.. fy problema in long-term health . -
* care,and proposed leglslatwe
“solutions. .-

' "Pm;ectxox'se show that Michi-
gann elderly population will

o Vincrogee dramatically after the
. year:2000,” said DeHart. “Long-
L term care currently is governed
by standards adopted in the
_ - 1950s and one of the purposes of

. this task force is to update quali-

-ty of care standards to the 1990s

and beyond.”

.. _Studies show that chhlgans
elderly populatxon will increase

greatly over the next two

decades Wlth the agmg baby'

 to nursing home panel
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populatxon of persons ‘85 and

143 percent.

" “With the dramatlc increase in
-elderly reaxdents, Mlchlgan s
'nursing homes are going to be

* faced with a huge demaud for-

long-téerm care options,” sai don’t feel that old,” she said, “but

1-think you have to find that
".time to step down.” ’

She isn’t likely to be in hiding,
“though, and she may become -

DeHart. “We must start prepar

ing for this now by ensuring that

quality of care is improved. We

also will look at the number of
'beds available and what we can

do to ensure nursing care is
available when needed.” _

Another goal, Kelly said, is to
1dent1fy ‘problems that led to the
nearly 2,000 complaints the
state received about nursing
homes in the past year.

CI.ARIHCATION

Canton police. sa;d a gun
brought to school by a Lowell
Middle School student was
atolen during a robbery between
‘March 7 and 9 at a home in the

Hohday Park traller home in
Canton Township. The student
told police he found the gun in
his mailbox, loaded.
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| Flrst Annual Flea Market
. inits new pnvatepark :
Saturday & Sunday -
- May 15 & 16
1000am t0500pm

Ca _taln Ne_mo S Subx_narme Shop

f (1 block south ofCherry mi
Venders, Crafters, Collectors Q™IS
g Space is limited. =

- Reserve early by callzng ‘ B
Chuck at 563-8380 or Kathy at 274-6509
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to increase by -

. years ago. S
4T came- home from’Lanlinz,
-‘boomer populetion, M:chsgan ] ," she said, “and I wasn't
been named to a State House ..
“older is expectéd :
" 58 percent to nearly 2 million by .
2020, In that same period, the ..
‘number of people age 86 and

_older is. expected to mcrease by

the council.-

“Westland has been very L
to this’ lady, she Baid, Tueedx‘:;d v
“Never in my: farthent dreams -
did I dream all of this would'j 11
“happen to me.”

In her 218t yeas on the councll 8
Barnas said it's time to step aside,
“My head is still workmg and I

involved in council campa:gns

- for other candidates. ‘
“My mouth couldn't atay shut,” -

she said. “I'll be involved.”

Barns became active in her
community even before she was -

ected to the charter commis-
sion. Early on, she played an.

active role in her children’s edu--
cation, becoming president of the
Jefferson Elementary Sthool
Parent-Teacher Association.
Jefferson-Barns Elementary-
School now bears her: name.

~ Her achievements

Barns has enjoyed many
accomplishments during her
political career, She counts

- among her finest hours a suc-

cessful fight to keep a prison out.
of Westland i in the early 1980s.

go;og to
.doenythmgbutloef”
.. She captured the most votes of
any cendidate in her return to s

Barns also rt.akee pnde in her

Lanslng record on education,

"and for 12. years she served on a

public pension’committee - 10 of

_-those years as chairwoman. _
‘On a personal level, Scott said,

“I can honestly say that gshe hae

“She has alwaye been there

| when I've needed someone, and I
-hope I've been there for her.”

! Just Tuesday, Barns and Scott

"‘TSwom In: Justme Barns (leﬂ) is sworn in in 1996 for what she now says wtll be her
last council term. She is accompanied by her son Scott as former City Clerk Dtane
: :K_I'htz admmwters the oath of oﬂ’ice o : ‘

been one of my true best friends.
She has been very good to me
‘and my family,’ ‘

went shoppmg at Westland Cen
ter.
" "“We hardly. even talked about
politics,” Scott said.

“To know her,” Scott conclud-

o ed is to love her.”
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