
•*• .' ' » • . ! • I H ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ mammmmmm m 

Chock nut our (irovtows of area softball teams. C I 

tv 

Thursday 
AprH«,i»S9 

U^v 

COUNTY NEWS 

Charter school: 77½ 
Henry Ford Academy 
attracts students from 
throughout the county to 
study a curriculum heavy 
in math and science that 
aims to prepare them for 
the 21st century. / A 8 

OPINION 

Time for a change: The 
federal tax system is so 
complicated that even 
honest taxpayers have dif­
ficulty keeping' up./A12 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Watching you: Mike Ham­
mer wouldn't be caught 
dead there, butRuss 
Rheaume has 15 students 
enrolled in his techniques 
of private investigating 
class a ttfenry Ford Com -
munity College./Bl 

AT HOME 

Gorgeous grounds: Bloom-
fe$t, the largest indoor 
flower show in Michigan, 
abounds in beauty and 
offers something for every-
one./06 

ENTERTAINMENT 

tonight Show Band: For 
30 years, Doc Severinsen 
had a steady gig. Now 
he's on the road and, he 
says, "having the time of 
mylife."/El 

REAL ESTATE 

Quirky features: Houses 
with unusual attributes 
can be more difficult sells, 
but most properties even­
tually move. / F l 
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BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRrrut 
dclem9oe.horaec6mm.net 

Justine Barns, signaling an end to a 
political career that spans 35 years, 
confirmed Tuesday that she will not 
seek re-election to her Westland City t 
Council seat-

"I think it's time to. step aside for 
younger people," Barns, 74; said during 
a telephone interview. 

"I take my government so seriously, 
and it's time to leave," she said. "There 
are a lot of good people in our town, 
and let them have a turn at it." 

Barns is one of Westland's most 
prominent legislators ever, and her 

supporters say she led the way for local 
women in politics. 

Her decision to retire from public 
office means that Westland voters'will 
elect at least two new council members 
in November. 

Councilman Charles Pickering 
announced in March that he isn't seek­
ing re-election, and he stunned political 
observers with news that he will resign 
his post April 30. 
x Barns said she wjll serve out the 
final year of her four-year term, which 
ends Dec. 3J.. ... 

In announcing her plans, Barns con­
firmed what many political insiders 
and friends had suspected for months. 

"You will not find anyone, with a big­
ger heart for her friends and for her 
community than Justine Barns," Cbuh' 
cilwoman and lpngtime friend Sharon 
Scott said. "She has quietly done a lot 
of things for the benefit of a lot of peo­
ple. 

"She has a lot of knowledge^" Scott 
added, "and I think it 's unfortunate 
that some of our youngej politicians 
don't look to her more for advice. I 
think she should be treated with the 
utmost respect. She has always done 
what's been best for the city." 

Barns! political career began 35 
years ago when she was elected to a 
-charter commission that mapped the 

In step: Instructor 
Tim Constant and 
assistant instructor 
Melissa Brady show 
H6w it's done. 
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AMck'.Sean 
McDonnell; 
arriAndrea 
Messer(at 
left) get a 
kick out of 
dancing at 
the24Karat 
Cluhiri 
Westland, 
(Below): 
Brian Huf 
dndy/endy 
Born get 
in 
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dancing. 

9tm PHOTOSw BttAtr MITCBKU. 

BYDIANB GALE ANDREASS ; 
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Walk though the doors ofthe 24 
Karat Club in Westland and sud­
denly you feel like youi stepped into 
an old Frank Sinatra movie, or 
maybe a remake of his life. 

On any given night, the dance 
floor is packed with people from 21 
to 70 showing off their swing dance 
moves to the great old sounds of 
Sinatra, Tbi^ Beiinett, Glenn 
Miller and the Andrews Sisters, as 
well as the new bands that are 
carving out their own swing dance 
sounds. 

The man behind it all, John: 
Antony 29, likes to play the part of 
old-time gangster club owner; He 
was introduced to orchestra mUsic 
as a kid growing up in Lincoln Park 
watching reruns on television. ; 

Last October, Anton took a bold 
step when he decided to silence the 
rock 'n'roll bands that he featured: 

for three years., when the bar was 
called taeMosqujio Club, and 
started booking swing orchestras. 

One recent Saturday night, as 15 
varieties of martinis were poured at 
the bar and his patrons' cigar 
smoke circled overhead, Anton 
wore a black fedora with white 
band, suspenders and wing tips, as 
he explained the transformation. 

"I got sick pfrbck 'n' roll," he said, 

complete with a theatrical and 
exaggerated Brooklyn accent that 
would have made the Chairman of 
the Board proud. 

Three or four years ago, he start­
ed buying Frank, Sinatrai and Tony 
Bennett CDs and said: "One day, 
I'd like to have a swing bar." As 
soon as I would leave here, listen­
ing to the heavy music bands, I 
would get in the car and put on 
Sinatra and relaxl 

Swinging crowd 
He started offering his customers 

the same sounds on Saturdays and 
then Fridays. He also hosts swing . 
dance lessons three nights weekly. 
The only charge is the $5 cover at..' 
the door. 

"I'd like to give it the feeling of a 
place where the Rat Pack (Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr. and 
Joey Bishop) would hang out," 
• Please tee 9WMO, A3 

way for Westland to become a city in 
1966. 
• Placed in perspective, she started her 

political career when the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 became law and when the 
Beatles rocked American pop~charts. 

"From there it just rolled" - her polit­
ical career, that is, she said. 

She went on to serve 17 years on the 
Westland City Council, s tart ing in 
1966, and then 12 years in the state 
House. 

Barns retired briefly from public 
office but was convinced by her friends 
and supporters to run for council four 

. Please see BARNS, A2 

New 
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fire 
station 
OK'd 
• Construction of the 4,823-
square-foot station could 
begin as early as June. It 
will be built on the south­
east corner of Annapolis 
and Irene. 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dcleni9oe.homeconiin.net 

Bolstered by .over­
whelming support from 
south-side residents , 
Westland City Council 
members Monday 
unleashed plans for a 
new fire station in 

Carver subdivision. 
Dozens of residents championed a 

new fire station by packing a meeting 
at Westland City Hall, and scores more 
petitioned decision-makers in writing. 

"We need that fire station," Lori Wil­
son, president-elect of the Southeast 
Westland Homeowners Association, 

~""~ Please see STATION, A4 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Fire Chief Mark Neal drew criticism* 
Monday amid allegations he engaged 
in intimidation to win support for a 
Carver subdivision fire station. 

Neal campaigned for a new station 
on the southeast corner of Annapolis 
and Irene by distributing letters to 
south-end homes, implying that a few 
residents could scuttle the plan by sug­
gesting an alternate site. 

Neal called the potential loss of 
improved fire protection "life-threaten­
ing," and his letter last week included 
forms for residents to sign in a show of 
support for his plan. 

More than 75 people returned their 

" Please see CHIEF, A4 

Man rapes homeless woman, takes off with car 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
delemOoe.hom.ecbmin.net 

A homeless woman sleeping in her car behind a 
WeBtland strip mall was raped early Sunday by a 
passing stranger who also took her car, police said. 

A Detroit man is in custody. 
,, The 35-year-old woman was attacked about 2 a.m. 
Sunday after she was awakened by a man pounding 
oh the window of her car, police Sgt. Michael Terry 
Mid. • 

The incident occurred after the woman parked her 
older model Ford on d service drive behind West 
Ridge PJaia on VVarren Road, between Wayne and 
Central City Parkway, Terry said. 

*She was a homeless woman who was sleeping in 

her car, and (the attacker) just happened to be pass­
ing through the alley on foot," Terry said. 

"He smashed out her car window and sexually 
assaulted her, and then put her out of the vehicle and 
stole her car," the sergeant said. 

The woman went to a nearby apartment complex 
and sought help from someone who phoned Westland 
police. 
^"Doctors at an area hospital treated the wtfmnn for 

injuries such as cuts that she suffered during the 
attack. She remains a transient. 

The victim gave police the name of a suspect whom 
she said showed a Michigan identification card to 
her, Terry said. 

When asked why the suspect would reveal his iden­
tity, Terry responded that the man is claiming he 

had consensual sex with the woman. 
Police found a suspect at a Detroit j-esidence, and 

he was arraigned Monday in Westland J8th District 
Court on charges of third-degree criminal sexual con­
duct and carjacking. 

The 30-year-old suspect could face a maximum sen­
tence of life in prison if convicted as charged. A not-
guilty plea has been placed on record for him. 

Judge C. Charles Bokos ordered the suspect jailed 
in lieu of a $250,(300 cash bond and ordered him to 
return to court April 16 for a preliminary hearing. 

The hearing will determine whether he should 
stand trial on the charges. Even though the victim is 
transient, she is expected to be prepared to testify .in 
court. Terry said she has been in regular contact with 
police since she was attacked. 

http://dclem9oe.horaec6mm.net
http://dcleni9oe.homeconiin.net
mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
http://delemOoe.hom.ecbmin.net
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Two area legislators have 
been̂  named to a State House 
Democratic Task Force on Nurs­
ing Home Reform. •";.•'' 

S^te Repa, Thomaa Kelly, D-
Way&e, whose district includes 
Garden City, and Eileen DeHart, 
D-Westland, will work to identi­
fy; problems in long-term health 
care; and proposed legislative 
solutions. 

•Projections show that Michi­
gan's elderly population will 
increase dramatically after the 
year; 2000," said DeHart. "Long-
term care currently is governed 
by standards adopted in the 
1950s and one of the purposes of 
this (ask force is to update quali­
ty of care standards to the 1990s 
and beyond.* 

Studies show that Michigan's 
elderly population will increase 
greatly over the next two 
decades. With the aging baby 

boomer population, Michigan's 
population of persons 65 and 
older is expected to increase by 
56 percent to nearly 9 million by 
2020. In that same period, the 
number of people age 85 and 
older is expected to increase by 
143 percent. /';•;.' 
•' "With the dramatic increase in 
elderly residents, Michigan's 
nursing homes are going to be 
faced with a huge demand for 
long-term care options," said 
DeHart. "We must start prepar­
ing for this now by ensuring that 
quality of'care is improved'. We 
also will look at the number of 
beds available and what we can 
do to ensure nursing care is 
available when needed." 

Another goal,.Kelly said, is to 
identify problems that led to the 
nearly 2,000 complaints the 
state received about nursing 
homes in the past year. 

CLARIFICATION 

Canton police said a gun 
brought to school by a Lowell 
Middle School student was 
stolen during a robbery between 
March 7 and 9 at a home in the 

Holiday Park trailer home in 
Canton Township, The student 
told police he found the gun in 
his mailbox, loaded. 
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n Nemo's Submarine Shop 
will host J&-)K^ 

irst Annual Flea Market 
, " in its new private park 

Saturday & Sunday 
May 15th & 16th 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
364 South Inkster Road 

(I block south of Cherry Hill) 
Venders, Crafters, Collectors] 

Space is limited. 
Reserve early by calling 

Chuck at 563-3330 or Kathy at 274-6509 
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
> Readerscan submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor 

or make general cornrhents to any member ofour news staff through E-Mail 
via the Internet at the following address: 

.-; new5room»oeonlihe.com. 

HomeHne: 734-953-2Q20 
> Open houses and new developments in your area. 
> Free real estate seminar information. 
> Current mortgage rates. 

Classified After Hours: 734^591-0900 
> Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 734-591 -0500 
> If you have a question about home delivery 

or if you did not receive your paper, pfease 
call one ofoor.customer service ' 
representatives during the following hours: 

: Sunday. 8 a m -Noon 

; Ntonday through Fridays 
• 4):30a,m, - 5;30 pm! 

O&EOivLine 
• • Y o u can access On-line with just. 
t' about any communications software 

,.;.-' r 'PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: 

::.'•• • Send and receive unlimited e-mail. 
• • Accew all features of the Internet -Telnet, 

Gopher, W W W and more. 
): •Read electronic editions of the the 

ObWrver a Eccentric newspapers. 
• • Chat with users across tow/> or across the 
/ Country. 

On-Une Hotline: 734.953-2266. 
. * ' i « 11 h 11 i • 

> V you need help, caH the On-Line Hotline at 
' the number above. 

PhoiO 734-591-0500 
',> Order reprint* of pictures that have been taken by our staff photographefs: 
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. wNcft nwit Have been published within the past if monvw.. 
; • $20 for the fk« print J7.50 for « c h addWonaJ prtrtt paW in Advance 

,- (check or credit card). 
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years ago. :••••.. x-V.' 
"I canae home from Lansing," 

she said, "and I wasn't going to 
dp anything but loaf," 

She captured the most votes of 
any candidate in her return to 

.vthe^undl.;-:v.;. 
"Westland has been very good 

to this lady," she said Tuesday. 
"Never in my farthest dreams 
did I dream all of this would 
happen to me." 

In her ' $lstyear on the council,' 
Barns said it's time to step aside. 

"My head is still wording and 1 
don't feel that old," she said, "but 
I think you have to find that 
time to step down." 

She isn't likely to be in hiding, 
though, and she may become 
involved in council campaigns 
for other candidates. 

"My mouth couldn't stay shut," 
she said. "Ill be involved." 

Barns became active in her 
community even before she was 
/lected to the charter commis­

s i o n . Early on, she played an 
active role in her children's edu­
cation, becoming president of the 
Jefferson Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Association. 

Jefferson*Barns Elementary 
School now bears her name. 

Her achievements 
Barns' has enjoyed many 

accomplishments during her 
political career. She counts 
among her finest hours a suc­
cessful fight to keep a prison out 
of Westland in the early i980s. 

Sworn In: Justine Barns (left) is sworn in in 1996. for what she now says will be her 
last council term. She is accompanied by her son Scott as former City Clerk Diane 
Fntz administers the oath of office. 

Barns also takes pride in her 
Lansing record on education, 
and for 12 years she served on a 
public pension committee - 10 of 
those years as-chairwoman. 

On a personal level, Scott said, 
"I can honestly say that she has 

been one of my true best friends. 
She haB been very good to me 
and my family. 

"She has always been there 
when Tve needed someone, and I 
hope Tve been there for her." 
'' Just Tuesday, Bams and Scott 

went shopping at Westland Cen­
ter. 

"We hardly even talked about 
politics," Scott said. 

"To know her," Scott conclud­
ed, "is to love her." 
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Tent raisers: Staff'at Hicks Elementary sing and act 
out a song called "12 days of Camp Hicks" to the stu­
dents. Third-grade teachers Barbara Case, Melanee 
Hirvela and Michele Measel act out the parts of three 
tent raisers. 

star PHOTOS IT TOM HAWUTT 

Give us s'more: At right, principal 
of Hicks Elementary Nancy 

Raynes waves to the students prior 
to reading to the kindergarten 
through fifth-graders. The stu­

dents met the challenge last 
month by reading for more than 

- 50,000 minutes. They exceeded 
their goal by 16,000 minutes. The 

school's theme was Camp Hicks, so 
by beating the challenge principal 
Raynes had to dress as a s'more (a 

marshtnallow between two gra­
ham crackers) and read to the stu­
dents. Above, Raynes, dressed as a 

s'more, reads "Edward and the 
Pirates" to the students. 

Kids happy campers 
after meeting goal 
H icks Elementary Nancy 

Raynes dressed up arid read 
to the students after students 

met their reading goals. 
Raynes read to the kindergarten 

through 5th-graders while dressed 
as a s'more, which is a marshmal-
low between two graham crackers. 

The students met the challenge 

last month by reading for more 
than 50,000 minutes. They exceed­
ed their goal by 16,000 minutes. 
The school's theme was Camp 
Hicks, so by beating the challenge 
principal Raynes had to dress as a 
s'more. Students also saw a perfor­
mance of a song called the "12 Days 
of Camp Hicks." 

Swing from page Al 

Anton said. "Besides the music being so great, cou­
ple dancing has been gone three or four years." 

Gesturing to the people who filled the small 
nightclub, he added: "I think they're here to have 
fun and dance. It's the best way to meet someone." 

Mike Moskal, 24, of Clinton Township said he 
comes for the atmosphere. 

Wearing a black fedora, he was convincing as he 
explained that he likes to dress the part. 

"It's more like a club and not a cheesy bar," he 
added. "It's more of a mature atmosphere here." 

Connie Frost, 34, said it's worth the 125 miles 
she drives round trip to go to the 24 Karat Club, on 
Joy Road and Middlebelt. 

The darkroom is complete with pool tables; an 
oversized fish tank with exotic offerings; a Humi­
dor with eight varieties of cigars for sale; and a 
display case with a fake machine gun, reminiscent 
of the gangsters who ruled the clubs ye'ars ago. 

Brian Gennero, 21, of Fraser fit the pari, too. He 
sat on a tall stool in the corner of the bar as he 
pulled on a cigar. Across the table was his friend, 
Ray Arondowski, 21, who said: "You come in here, 
you're like at home and not at just another dance 
bar. You come here twice and you feel like you 
know everyone," 

"This is the place to be," Gennero said. "It's more 
of a lifestyle than a fad. We live it everyday." 

Kevin Stoddard, 29, of Lincoln Park sat comfort­
ably with his arms wrapped around Canton resi­
dent Theresa Atkins, also 29, as he explained it 
was their first visit. 

"I wanted to see what it's like," said Stoddard 
adding that he likes a variety of music. 

Highly recommended 
It was the first time for Sharon and Frank 

Schuck of Wayne, too. They came on the advice of 
their 24-year-old daughter. 

Standing at the bar,4all and thin, John Gossi-
aux, 38, of Dearborn Heights said: "I'm about the 

most regular, regular here." 
He comes "for a good time, good music and good 

people. There's different orchestras with all the 
varieties. There's a different crowd from night to 
night." 

"It's unique to have a club that will pull people 
from their twenties to their sixties," he added. 
"And it's great exercise, too." 

Pointing to the dance floor, Anton said: "I'm out 
there all the time. I'm going to scoop up a gal right 
now." 

Meanwhile, AMC movies and old Sinatra flicks 
are piped onto overhead television sets. While 
most people are in everyday clothes, some of the 
patrons have a Hollywood flair. They obviously 
like to dress and play the parts. For those people, 
Anton stages theme nights, like an Al Capone New 
Year's Eve party. 

Next, he plans to provide Ed Sullivan-like enter­
tainment and plans to send out a newsletter look­
ing for jugglers, magicians, little people and other 
acts seen om the popular Sunday night show. 

When asked if he planned to be the host, Anton 
said: "It's tough to do it all." But he seems to be 
trying. In addition to his hectic bar schedule, 
Anton is taking, a radio producing class at Henry 
Ford Community College, which airs a show on 
WHFR 89.3. He wants to do a one-hour a week 
show on swing music and he insists that the style 
isn't another fad. 

Classic sound 
"When was the last time there was a type of 

music that people from 16 to 70 enjoyed?" Anton 
said. "It's been since the '40s. The age range shows 
that it will last and I think the dancing will keep it 
lasting. • ' j 

The.dancing is better exercise than you'll ever 
get," Anton said. "You get out there and you forget 
all your problems." 

your real life deserves some 
real comfort 

Man slashed with meat cleaver 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dckrawoe.homecoinm.net 

A Westland man is accused of 
whacking a visiting Southfield 
man's neck with a meat cleaver 
after they argued over a sup­
posed unpaid debt, police said. 

Sgt. John Buresh said the vic­
tim's injury, surprisingly, was 
minor enough that he was treat­
ed and released at an area hospi­
tal. 

"He has been discharged," 
Buresh said. "But he had quite a 
gash." 

The Westland suspect, 32, 
faced a Wednesday afternoon 
arraignment on a charge of 
assault with intent to murder, 
following a warrant issued by 
the county prosecutor's office, 
Buresh said. 

The attack was reported at 

CRIME 
6:19 p.m. Monday at Forest Lane 
Apartments, 6200 N. Wayne 
Road between Ford and Hunter. 

However, Buresh said an 
investigation has indicated that 
the attack may be related to a 
fight several weeks ago in which 
the Westland suspect was 
injured by the 22-year-old South-
field man. 

The earlier dispute resulted in 
the Westland man claiming that 
he owed several thousand dol­
lars in hospital bills after his left 
eye was allegedly cut, Buresh 
s*aid. 

According to what police have 
been told, the two men had 
reached an agreement for the 
Southfield man to pay the West-

land man's hospital bills, Buresh 
said. 

But (hat agreement somehow 
turned sour Monday, causing a 
dispute that escalated into the 
whacking incident involving a 
10-inch meat cleaver, the 
sergeant said. 

The Westland man is accused 
of "grabbing the meat cleaver, 
reaching around the (victim) 
from behind and slashing his 
throat," Buresh said. 

The injured man has told 
police that he was intending to 
pay the Westland man's hospital 
bills, Buresh said. 

Police have relied on a transla­
tor for some of their information 
about the incident, Buresh said, 
because ihe two men involved 
are Vietnamese and apparently 
don't speak English clearly. 

Karen Neuburger 
Personal Appearance 
Saturday, April 10 
Noon to 3 pm 
Intimate Apparel 
Livonia 

Meet America's leading 
designer of all-day 
sleepwear for women, 
and discover how easy 
it is to surround 
yourself in comfort. 
Karen Neuburger's 
super-soft fabrics, 
roomy cuts and cheerful 
prints make feeling 
good look wonderful. 
Come see her newest 
bedding and children's 
wear, in addition to 
pajamas, robes and 
slippers'for women. 
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Jacobsons 
Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Uvorria • (734) 591 -78« Rochester • (24«) 651 -6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 * OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Otfl Certificates CompJimeotary Silver Qffl Box Jacobson's Charge „ 


