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Fund-raiser: Vacations, 
sports memorabilia and 
other special items will 
be oh the auction block 
Friday night at Madonna 
University's 11th annual 
Around the World Schol­
arship Dinner Auction in 
Laurel Manor. / A l l 

OPINION 

Books and more: 
Libraries play a key role 
in enhancing community 
quality of'life./AM 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Coffee with a message: 
They've been popular with 
Generation X-ers for sev­
eral years, now churches 
are cashing in on the cof­
feehouse craze to serve up 
a "cup of joe" with the 
message of God / B l 

AT HOME 

Decorating on a 
shoestring: Here are some 
easy, inexpensive ways to 
beautify your home /D8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Opera: Michigan Opera 
Theatre honors the tradi­
tion of "Madame Butter­
fly" with its production, 
which opens April 17 at 
the Detroit Opera 
House. / E l 

Music: Nancy Wilson is 
proud to call herself a 
"saloon singer. " /El 

REAL ESTATE 

Get to work: What you 
can do to get your home 
readyforsummer. / F l 
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s 
Westland Mayor Robert Thomas delivered his 
10th State of the City.address Wednesday 
evening. Calling it "the place to be," Thomas 
said he sees a bright future for the city as 
property values increase. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Mayor Robert Thomas, in his 10th 
State of the City address, said Wednes­
day evening that Westland faces a 
promising future following a decade of 
landmark growth. 

Thomas touted citywide property val­
ues that have risen from $842 million 
to $1.7 billion - more than doubling 
during his tenure as mayor. 

Early in the next millennium, he 
said, "I think we'll hit the $2 billion 
mark." 

Thomas, the longest-serving mayor 
in the city's 33-year history, received a 

standing ovation from a crowd of near­
ly 300 people who came to the Hellenic 
Cultural Center to see his decade-
crowning State of the City speech. 

Thomas said he wants outsiders to 
choose Westland when they search for 
a new place to live, and he laced his 

" speech with reasons why he believes 
they should. 

Consider: 
• The southeast side is rebounding 

with new housing and a planned fire 
station, and the city is planning to 
install roads, water mains and sewers 
for dozens of new homes planned just 
south of Carver subdivision. 

• With a "can-do attitude," Thomas 

said his administration has sparked 
improvements in snowplowing, leaf 
pickup, police and fire protection, 
library services and streets. Audience 

Address: 
Westland 
Mayor 
Robert 
Thomas 
talked about 
Vision 2000 
at his State 
of the City 
address 
Wednesday 
evening at 
the Hellenic 
Cultural 
Center. 
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members applauded when he men­
tioned the 1998 completion of a multi-
million dollar projection Newburgh 

Please see STATE OF CfTY, A2 

Cheering section 

In the spirit: 
- Amber Fer-
nitz, 9 and a 

fourth-grader 
atWildwood 
MlemerUary, 
takes part in 

' •'{•^tytotftifig 
cheers at the 

imentary 
school kids 

are learning 
cheenhg rou­
tines in a 12-

with the Cheer 
Aifieric&Qrga-
hizatwn.The 

group wilt 
MrjformMa 
at Dearborn 

Crestwood 
High School. 

They will also 
participate in 

the July 4th 
parade in 
Westland. 

Below, Tiffany 
Larson, 10 

(right) lets it 
all out learn­

ing a cheer. 

Kids' class 
is 'cheer'ful 
Elementary school kids are learn- * 

inf cheering routines in a 12-
week class with the Cheer Ameri­

ca organization, Ctaaaea meet on Mon­
days until May 10 at the Bailey Recre­
ation Center in Weatland lor achool 
kidf age* firii grade and up. One 
cLtuM meeti at 4:15 p.m. and the other 
at 6:15 pan. Coat ia $5 a da* . Call 
Waetland Parka and Recreation at 
(734) 722-7620 for more information. 

• f 

seizing land 
for rec center 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Mayor Robert Thomas confirmed Monday that he sup­
ports condemning and seizing property northwest of Ford 
Road and Central City Parkway to build an upscale recre­
ation center and a new city administration building. 

But Thomas said during a telephone interview that he 
won't try to force a divided Westland City Council to take 
that politically risky step, even though he believes "itVthe 
right thing to do." 

The mayor's remarks came 10 weeks after he halted 
negotiations between the city and property owners who 
wanted nearly $4 million for the land - more than double 
what rtty officialsgay it's worth. 
"Council President Sandra Cicirelli said Tuesday that a 

: ~~~~ ' Please see RCC, A2 

4 candidates seek 
school board seats 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.horaecomm.net 

Four candidates will compete for two seats at stake in the 
June 14 Wayne-Westland school board election. 

They are: 
• Skip.Monit, a Wayne resident who helped the board 

win voter support for a $108.3 million bond proposal for 
building improvements and classroom technology. He now 
serves on a bond construction committee. 

• Martha Pitsenbarger, a Wayne resident who is seek­
ing re-election as she nears the end of her first four-year 
term. She is board secretary. 

• Brenda Smith, a first-time candidate and 1997 gradu­
ate of Westland John Glenn High School. She attends 
Henry Ford College and is editor of the school newspaper. 

' Please see SCHOOLS, A3 

10 seek council seat 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Lobbying efforts involving a Westland City Council 
appointed post had begun even before Wednesday's dead­
line passed for candidates to apply, officials said. 

Council President Sandra Cicirelli said local police and 
firefighters had previously contacted her to show support 
for David Cox - a former councilman ousted by voters in 
1995. He now serves as Wayne-Westland school board pres­
ident. 

Nine others also are hoping for consideration. According 
to the city clerk's office, they are: 

• Jim Chuck, Westland library board member. 
• Georga Conant, who is active in civic groups. 
• Reasther Everett, longtime city precinct worker. 
• Debra Fowlkes, former Wayne-Wcstland school board 

president.. -

Please see COUNCIL, A3 

City-owned 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER , 
dclem9oe.homecomm.net 

The sale of 74 city-owned properties will boost 
Westland*s budget by $500,000 and free up land for 
new development - particularly oh the south side, 
officials said. 
- The bulk of new land sales will occur in neighbor­
hoods bounded by Middlebelt, Annapolis, Inkster and 
Van Born roads - an area fueling renewed interest 

sales bring in $500,000 
among local developers and outside investors. 

"We think this is a sign that these neighborhoods 
are going to come back strong and be as vital as any 
other part of Westland," James Gilbert, Westland 
housing/community development director, said Mon­
day. 

"People are wanting to% invest money there now, 
and that says something," Gilbert said. 

City council members pledged to sell 74 properties 
after administration officials sought bids for scores of 

parcels acquired through nonpayment of taxes or 
abandonment by previous owners. 

Accepted bids ranged from $500 to $55,151. and 
Assessor James Klrod hopes to complete the sales by 
this summer. 

"I'd love to shoot for June 1," he said. 
Elrod estimated that as many as 25 of the proper­

ties will be suitable for new housing, while other 

Plonsc sec SALf S, A3 
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State of City from page Al 

Rejaji between Palmer and 
Enterprise Drive. 

• A Westland Police Depart­
ment expansion will soon house 
a n w . radio system and central— 

. dispatch program for this city 
an<j several surrounding commu­
nities. 
»'•* Wayne-Westland schools 

are on an upswing that includes 
massive building renovations 
ancTnew classroom technology -
uridfcr the leadership of Superin-

» tendent GregBarac/s adminis­
tration. 

"What a wonderful vision that 
they have obviously had for our 
Wayne-Westland school district," 
Thomas said. 

• A 14-year streak of bal­
anced budgets continues for the 
cityofWestland, coinciding with 
improved services and a tax rate 
that slightly declined, he said. 
- • Thomas' administration has 

• Reviving hit city slogan, Mayor Robert Thomas 
said Wsstlaftd "truly can bo the place to be," and 
he commended his staff and the Wostland City 
Council for supporting his vision. 

boosted public safety by imple­
menting new programs such as 
placing bike-riding police officers 
and paramedics in neighbor­
hoods. 

Reviving his city slogan, 
Thomas said Westland "truly 
can be the place to be,*.and he 
commended his staff and the 
Westland City Council for sup­
porting his vision. 

However, not all of the mayor's 
State of the City address por­
trayed Westland as a. leader 
among other communities. He 
continued to express hope for a 
new recreation center and a new 

city administration building -
projects that have proved elu­
sive. 

And he cited a dire need for an 
expansion, of an 18th District 
Court building where two judges 
and their staffs "turn over more 
cases than some courts twice 
their size." 

Earlier in the week, Thomas 
told the Observer that he favor's 
allowing the court to use its own 
revenues to pay for a ground-
level expansion. Construction 
could start later this year, he 
said. 

Thomas also conceded that 

local motorists could face some 
headachesas a wide array of 
road projects get under way in 
1999. He cited a current project 

-*•• a fifth-iattt-on Newburgh 
between Warren and Ford - as 
an example. 

"When it's all done," he said, 
"we're going to have somelrouch 
better roads to drive on." 

Thomas held out hope that 
Westland will continue to 
improve as the city enters a new 
millennium. 

Said the mayor: "I wajit the 
best service for our people." 

Corning Sunday: The mayor 
didn't just tout his own accom­
plishments Wednesday. His State 
of the City^also included honors 
for the city's top mother, father, 
student and teacher, plus a spe­
cial award for Westland City 
Council member Justine Barns. 

Rec from page Al 

council majority opposes con­
demnation. 
. "We have talked about it," she 

said, "but the support is not 
there." 
• Jn another clear indication 

that adminis t ra t ion officials 
haven't abandoned new building 
proposals, a public forum "has 
been scheduled for 7 p.m. Tues­
day, April 27, at John Glenn 
High School to hear comments 
on a recreation center. 

"This gives anybody in West-
land a chance to come and tell us 
what they think," Thomas said. 

But some officials criticized 
the way the mayor is handling 
the issue of new buildings. 

"On one hand I applaud any 
sincere effort to get input from 
the community on the proposal," 
Councilman Glenn Anderson 
said, "but I question why the 
administration continues to send 
mixed signals. Just a couple of 
months ago (the mayor) 

.announced the proposal had 
been abandoned, and yet he con­
tinues to signal that it hasn't." 

Proving he still is willing to 
fight for new city buildings, 
Thomas' latest s t a t ement s 
marked a strong public stance 
for seizing property behind a 
Kroger-anchored retail Btrip cen­
ter on Ford Road. 

. Had Thomas, alone, been 
empowered to condemn the prop­
erty, he said, "I probably would 
have done it a year ago." 

But he conceded t h a t he 
understands why council'mem­

bers are reluctant to seize prop­
erty and become embroiled in a 

. court battle that would ultimate­
ly decide the city's price tag for 
the land. 

"I just know in my heart ... 
tha t t ha t would be the r ight 
thing to do for the city," Thomas 
said. 

Survey says 
He also pointed to a January 

survey, conducted by an outside 
firm, that indicated a majority of 
Westland residents support 
building a new recreation center. 
The poll also found respondents 
would pay to use it. 

Anderson said the same sur­
vey indicates that "an over­
whelming majority" of residents 
who use the existing Bailey 
Recreation Center are satisfied 
with it. 

Thomas has said the Bailey 
Center and Westland City Hall 
are becoming increasingly shab­
by and inefficient. 

Still , some city leaders say 
new buildings and condemned 
property shouldn't come at any 
cost. 

"I am not supportive at this 
time of condemning that proper­
ty, and I don't see that position 
changing," Councilman Richard 
LeBlanc said. "The biggest issue 
with securing that property for 
hopeful or eventual city use is 
the price. When you get into con­
demnation, your price has the 
potential to be significantly 
inflated both over its real value 

and its perceived value." 
Thomas and his supporters 

want to pay for new city build­
ings - estimated at $20 million 
or more - by using tax revenues 
from a special Tax Increment 
Finance Authority district north 
of Ford Road. 

"We're kind of in limbo," 
Thomas said Monday. There is 
no absolute plan that we're going 
to do it." 

_ Some officials, such . a s 
LeBlanc, Anderson and depart­
ing Councilman Charles Picker­
ing, support abolishing the TIFA 
district and funneling those tax 
revenues into citywide services. 

TIFA worries 
"My fear is that this big money 

tree called TIFA is going to be 
financially occupied for so long a 
period that it will have a nega­
tive effect on the city," LeBlanc 
said. 

He estimated the TIFA district 
would have to be extended 
another 20 years to pay for a 
new recreation center and city 
administration building. .•'• 

"That's just too long to have 
that money being out of the at-
large budget of the city," 
LeBlanc said. "It is time to dis­
band TIFA. It did its job." 

TIFA dollars have helped pay 
for a wide array of improvements 
such as a new public library on 
Central City Parkway between 
Ford and Warren. 

In fact, Thomas used the 
library as a key example of how 
city officials can boost public ser-
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vides without asking for a tax 
increase. 

He said the city spent $13 mil­
lion on the library. 

"Not one resident had to pay 
one dime extra to build that 
library," Thomas said, although 
he conceded that city dollars are 
used to operate it.' 

Some officials have suggested 
that the city could end TIFA, 
return, revenues to the city bud­
get and then plan how to pay for 
new buildings, though not neces­
sarily on Thomas' preferred site. 

Some political observers also 
say the issue over possible con­
demnation could become a major 
issue this election year as voters 
fill.four council s ea t s . Two 
incumbents , Pickering and 
Councilwoman Just ine Barns, 
have already announced they are 
stepping" down. 

Pickering, in fact, will step 
down effective April 30 and be 
replaced by an appointee who 
could cast crucial votes on city 
building proposals. 

Cicirelli acknowledged that 
condemnation talks may not be 
dead because it's possible the 
mayor "may present it to us 
again." 

Thomas said he hopes the 
April 27 public forum will give 
city officials a deeper under­
standing of how residents feel 
about a possible recreation cen­
ter and a new city hall. 

The forum can only add to 
information gleaned from Jan^, 
uary's official survey results, he 
said. 
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CITY O F W E S T L A N D , 
N O T I C E T O C U T N O X I O U S W E E D S 

To the owner or occupant or any person or persona, firm or corporation 
having charge of any land in the City of Westland: (APPENDIX A) 
Notice is hereby "given that all noxious weeds growing on any land in the 
City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan, must be destroyed on or before 
the 15th day throughout the rnonthg of May, June, July, August and 
September of 1999. Any person failing to comply with this notice on or 
before, the dates mentioned shall be liable to the imposition of penalties set 
forth in Section 106-97 of the Westland Code of Ordinance and shall be 
liable for all expenses incurred by the City in destroying said noxious 
weeds, which expenses, if unpaid by the owner, occupant, or agent, shall be 
spread against the property on the next County and School tax roll or the 
next general City tax roll. . t .1999 

CityofWestland 
Commissioner of Noxious Weeds 

APPENDIX A 
001-99-0010-000 
001^9-0027-000 
()01-99-0028400 
.001-99-0049-000 
001-99-OO52-O0O 
001-9*0062-001 
00>99-O066-0O0 
002-99-O007-O00 
003-044004-000 
004-01-0088400 
00542-0023-000 
005-02-0024-000 
006̂ -tKWo-OOO 
007-01-0581-002 
007-01-0661-003 
00741-058I404 
007-01-0666401 
0074J-0685-002 
007-01-0802-006 
00943-0047-300 
009434049400 
009-994007402 
.012414001400 
016-994006401 
018494007400 
018494012400 
021494001-710 
023-994008-703 
024-994018400 
026-994004401 
O26-994O19-701 
028424084400 
038494006-715 
029-994014-701 

036-994008404 
032424387400 
032424636400 
032424536400 
032424537400 
032424638400 
032424639400 
032424562-300 
032-024681400 
032-034810400 
032494007401 
033414027-300 
033414029406 
033414066403 

,033414056404 
038414068407 
034414018401 
034414028400 
034414027400. 
034424009400 
034-994018401 
034-994021401 
034-994080405 
0364940024QO 
088-994008400 
088-994009401 
038494004400 
042424447400 
042484886412 
042484886418 
043484896401 
043484818404 
043494006400 
048414118490 

!*«*.'**« Ua«4n,lM» 

045-994024-701 070414029401 083434183400 
047424001401 07041-0030402 083434199400 
048414044-000 073414001400 083434219400 
048414076402 073424266400 083434236400 
049444949-003 073424270400 083434238400 
051-994067402 073420282400 08343-0244000 
051494059400 Q73424283400 083434245400 
051-994060400 073434306400 083434246400 
051-994064400 073434386400 083434247400 

.052-994016-706 073434352400 083-994028400 
052-994024402 073434363400 084414021400 
052-994028401 073434408400 0844140244QO 
062-994030401 073434404400.084414026400 
064-994011402 074414662400 084414034400 
064-994Q11493 07446-1062400 084414043400 
060464168400 97448-1218403 084414044400 
061414280402 078-104364400.084414461400 
061414839400 078414032401 084414062400 
062414194404 081-994021-703 084414064400 
066-994001413 081-994043400 084414073400 
066414680-301 082414107402 084414974400 
088414648401 082414122400 084414093400 
066-994009401 082414128400 684414094400 
088-994010401- 082424144400 084414096400 
088-994021401 082424148400' 084-01-0102-000 
067434079400 082494016400 084414126-300 

.067-994032400 083414792403 084414132400 
067-994018-701083424007400 084414133400 
087-994022402 083424039400 084414134400 
089414177402 088424068400 084414188400 
070414028401 083424112400 084424889400 
070414027401 088434169^00 
070414038401 083484176400 
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CHAMBER NOTES 
Km FAIR 

Job seekers and employers will 
have a chance to get together in 
Westland on Saturday, April 24. 

The Westland Chamber of 
Commerce annua l Jobs and 
Careers Fair will be held 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Westland Shop­
ping Center. 

This is the third year for the 
event, which drew more than 
2,000 job seekers last year. The 
entire mall will be filled with 
more than 70 tables for employ­
ers to meet job seekers. 

All types of businesses will be 
in attendance including: retail, 
manufacturing, engineering, 
technical-, professional, sales, 
marketing, health care, trades, 
financial, office/clerical and orga­
nizational. The major sponsor is 
the Observer & Eccentric News­
papers. WYCD Young Country 

will be sponsoring radio adver­
tising. Employers who wish to 
reserve a table may call the 
chamber at (734) $26-7222 or 
visit the chamber's Web site at 
www.westland.org 

Businesses may choose from 
two levels of participation: the 
Premium Deal at $350 ($300 for 
chamber members) which offers 
a 6-foot skirted table at the fair 
and a listing in the fair's promo­
tional material, Observer News­
paper advertising, direct mail, 
signs at the mall prior to the 
event and the chamber's Inter­
net home page; the Basic Suc­
cess Deal at $200 ($150 for 
chamber members) which pro­
vides employers with a 6-foot 
skirted table at the fair. 

Job seekers who fill out a sur­
vey will be entered in a drawing 
for a $250 gift certificate. 

CITYOFWESTLAND 
NOTICE OP PUBLIC AUCTION 

On Tuesday, April 20, 1999, the Westland Police Dept. will-conduct Public 
Auctions of impounded, abandoned vehicles. The first auction will begin 
promptly at 10:00 AM at Westland Service Towing, 37501 Cherry Hill, 
Westland, MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles will be offered 
for sale to the highest bidder: 
"TRAILER OFFICE WHITE 
7> MAJESTIC 23FT TRAILER WHT/GRN 
86PONTIAC 4DR GRAND AM BLUE 

" 86 CHEVROLET CAVALIER WGN GRAY 

NONE 
1 NONE 

1G2NV69U9GC661541 
1G1JC35P3F7124887 

The second auction will begin promptly at 11:00 AM at Westland Car.Care, 
6376 Hix Road, Westland, MI, County of Wayne, where the following 
vehicles will be offered for sale to the highest bidder: 
?7 YAMAHA MTRCYCLE GREEN 
84 0LDSMOBILE CUTLASS 2 DR GRAY 
81 MERC 2DR ZEPHYR BLLT5 
85 OLDS 2DR CUTLASS GRAY 
87 OLDS 4DRPELTA88 BURGY 
89 FORD ESCORT4D BLACK 
81 TOYOTA 2DR CELICA BROWN 
83CHEV 4DR CAPRICE BLUE 
86 PONT 2DRGRAM BLACK 
83BUICK ELECTRA4D . GRAY 
87 OLDS 4DR B.URGY 
88 MERC 4DR MARQUIS WHITE 
86 MERC 2DR COUGAR -GRAY 
88 FORD 4DR TAURUS BLACK 
89 DODGE 2DR SHADOW BLACK 
8&PONT 2DRGRPRIX BLUE 
76 BUICK 2DR RIVIERA BLUE 
87 PONT 4DR6000 GRAY 
86 GMC VANDURA WHITE" 
87 FORD 2DR CROWN VIC BLACK 

NONE 
1G3AR47Y8EM454476 
1MEBP70BOBK817810 
1G3GR47A2FP304148 
1G3HY5139HW331699 
1FAPP9596KT138543 
JT2RA44C0B0/)25847 
2GIAN69H3D1260140 
1G2NV27U2GC642488 
1G4AW69Y4DH281095 
1G3CW5138H1301512 
2MEBM74F4JX694827 
1MEBP9233GH735341 
1FABP52U8JG232686 
1B3BP44D2KN696960 
2G2OK37H0F2270914 
4Z37K8H508411 
1G2AF61R7HT261282 
2GTCG16H0F4523642 
2FABP70F7HX137466 

88 GMC SUBURBAN WHT/GRAYlGNEVl6KtJFl258j84 
88FOBD RANGER PU WHITE 
90 FORD v. 4DR TAURUS WHITE 
87PONTIAC SUNB1RD2DR BLUE 
90 EAGLE TALON 2 DR BLUE 
87 HYUNDAI EXCEL 4 DR GRAY 

1FTCR14T4JPA78626 
1FACP54Y5LA199119 
AG2JD11K6H7506082 
4E3CT64U1LE068263 
KMHLF21J1HU239474 

All vehlclw are sold in "M is" condition. Bidding on all vehicles will start at 
. the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles 

list at any time prior to the start of the auction. 
may be deleted from this 

30 DAY NOTICE OF AUCTION 
Due to unknown ownership, 30 day notice Is hereby given that the vehicles) 
listed below will be auctioned after May 16,1999, 
owner prior to that time: 
72 FORD 2DR GREEN 

,93 GEO 2DR . GREEN 
PabliarvAfcilU, l?W 

unless it is claimed by (he 

2H30H184689 
2C1MR2«9P8764210 

iaaia?a 
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