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Mayor Robert ’I‘homas in his 10th
State of the City address, said Wednes-
day evemng that Westland faces a

. promising future following a decade of

landmark growth.

Thomas touted citywide property val-
ues that have risen from $842 million
to $1.7 billion — more than doubling
during his tenure as mayor.

Early in the next millennium, he

‘said, “I think we'll hlt the $2 bxlhon'
“mark.”

Thomas, the longest servmg mayor

in the city’s 33-year history, received a -

Westland Mayor Robert Thomas dehvered hxs :

- 10th State of the City. address Wednesday ,
. evening.. Calling it “the place to be,” Thomas

- said he sees a bnght future for the cnty as
property values increase.

’standmg ovatlon from a crowd of near- -

. “ly 300 people who came to the Hellenic
Cu_]tu'ral Center to see his"decade‘_- ‘

“speech with reasons why he believes

estland Commumty for 34 yéars
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crowning State of the City speech.
Thomas said he wants outsiders to

choose Westland when they search for

a new place to live, and he laced his

they should.

Consider:

B The southeast side is reboundmg
with new housing and a planned fire
station, and the city is planning to
install roads, water mains and sewers
for dozens of new homes planned just
south of Carver subdivision. :

B With a “can-do attitude,” Thomas -

said his administration has sparked
improvements in snowplowing, leaf
pickup, pohce and fire protection,
hbrary services and streets Audxence
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"Robert
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- Vision 2000
at his State
of the City
address
| Wednesday
-4 evening at . -
the Hellenic
Cultural ’
Center.
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~_ members applauded when he men- ,
tioned the 1998 completion of a multi-
million dollar project-on Newburgh
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'.Thomas backs
seizing land

for rec center

'BY DARRELL CLEM -
" STAFF WRITER

dclem@oe.homecomm.net

Mayor Robert Thomas confirmed Monday that he sup-
ports condemning and seizing property northwest of Ford
Road and Central City Parkway to build an upscale recre-

{  ation center and a new city administration building.

- But Thomas said during a telephone interview that he
won't try to force a divided Westland City Council to take
that politically risky step. even though he believes “it’s"the

| nght thing to do.”

The mayor's remarks came 10 weeks after he ha]ted

 negotiations between the city and property owners who
-] wanted nearly $4 million for the land - ‘more than doubIe 3
what at city officials say it's worth. : R

Councnl Presxdent Sandra Cxc1relh .sald 'I‘uesday that a i
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1| 4 candzdates seek
| school board seats

1 BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER
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Four candldates will compete for two seats at stake in the
June 14 Wayne-Westland school board election. ‘

They are:

B Skip Monit, a Wayne resndent who helped the board
win voter support for a $108.3 million bond proposal for
building improvements and classroom technology. He now
serves on a bond construction committee.

B Martha Pltsenbarger, a Wayne resident who is seek
ing re-election as she nears the end of her first four- -year

.| term. She is board secretdry.

B Brenda Smith, a first- txme candidate and 1997 gradu-
ate of Westland. John Gienn High School. She attends.
Henry Ford College and is editor of the school newspaper.

X Please see SQHOOI.S, A3
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B Jim Chuck, Westland library board member.
M Georga Conant, who is active in civie groups.

{

. How To REACH us . at5:18 p.m. Cost is $5 a class, c.n B Reasther Everett, longtime city precinct worker.
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‘ ley-owned prepefty sales brlng in $500,000

B

ClasslﬁedAdverﬂslng 734-591—0900
DfSplayAdvemslng 734-591—2300 .{ BY DARRELL CLEM | among local developers and outside investors. parcels acquired through nonpayment of taxes or
Home De!wery 734-591-0500 ‘ gzll\:rm&enlfgmeeomm net “We think this is a sign that these neighborhoods abandonment by previous owners.

Accepted bids ranged from $500 to $55.151, and
Assessor James Elrod hopes to complete the sales by
this summer. '

“I'd love to shoot for June 1," he said.

Elrod estimated that as many as 25 of the proper-
ties will be smlable for new houmng while other

are going to come back strong and be as vital as any
other part.of Westland,” James Gilbert, Westland

Theé sale of 74 city-owned properhes will boost
housing/community development director, said Mon-

Westland’s budget by $600,000 and free up land for

“new development - partlcularly on the south side, day
‘officials said. -

. The butk of new land sales wnll occur in neighbor-

hoods bounded by Middlebelt, Annapolis, Inkster and

. Van Born roads - an area fueling renewed interest

- “People are wanting to invest money there now,
and that snys something,” Gilbert said.

City council members pledged to sell 74 properties
after administration officials sought bids for scores of
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