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TODAY 
OPINION 

Keeping calm: Recent ^ 
rumors about potential 
violence at Wayne-West-
land and Livonia schools 
have frightened many. 
Let's work together to 
make sure schools are for 
learning./kiA 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

No connection: They wear 
black trench coats, concert 
T-shirts, Doc Marten 
boots, jeans, skirts or 
pants, masking any hint 
of sexuality, and an abun­
dance of silver jewelry, 
but Goth fans shun any 
connection their dress 
might have with the 
tragedy in Littleton, 
Cblo./Bl 

AT HOME 

Special setting: You can 
help Gilda's Garden make 
a bright environment for 
people with cancer and 
their families and 
friends./D$ 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Dance: The Paul Taylor 
Dance Company, consid­
ered world's pre-eminent 
contemporary troupe, per­
forms at the Detroit 

1 1 

Theater: Plymouth The­
atre Guild scares its audi­
ence with the season 
finale/El 

REAL ESTATE 

Over the rivet: Americans 
are buying second (or 
third) homes in Cana-
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new rec center 
City Councilman Glenn Anderson on Monday 
called for a referendum on building a recre­
ation center and new city hall in Westland. If 
such a vote were to take place, it would be on 
Nov. 2. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem&oe.homecomm ,net 

A proposal to build an upscale recre­
ation.'center and a new city hall should 
be placed on the Nov. 2 ballot for West-
land voters to decide, some council 
members say. 

Counci lman Glenn Anderson on 
Monday called for a referendum on the 
issue j saying city leaders shouldn't rely 
on a poll of 600 residents that indicat­
ed support for the plan. .' • •• • JL 

"The only way this council and 
mayor will know whether the taxpay­
ers of this community support this pro­
ject is to ask them - not 600, but all of 
them," he said. 

- Anderson unveiled his plan during a 
meeting that marked the council's first 
serious discussion about a possible bal­
lot question on new city buildings. 

Mayor Robert Thomas, who initiated 
a proposal for new buildings, was out 
of town. 

Anderson said council members 
shouldn't embark on "one of the largest 
municipal improvements in the history 
of the city" without asking residents 
who will pay to maintain the buildings. 

Thomas has said the city can build a 
new recreation center and city hall -
estimated at $20 million or more -
without seeking a tax increase. He has 
suggested using revenues from a s p e -

~~ "" Please s e e ClLkftM, A4 

want to keep cash 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem9oe.homeconun.net 

Business partners who received 
$361,000 from the city to help build a 
once-controversial apartment complex 
are again asking for help. 

Partners involved in Norris Apart­
ments, on Palmer near Merriman, 
want to keep $10,830 that they earlier 
agreed to give the city each year. 

General partner;-.Kathy Makinq, in a 
letter tothedty.'said the money would' 
be placed in a reserve account to be 
used for repairs and property improve-
raents to the threevyeaf-old develop^ 
ment. 

Makino indicated that the money 
would help busmess partners maintain 
a quality, 60-unit apartment complex 

while offering .affordable rent to low-
income residents. 

James Gilbert, Westland 
housing/community development direc­
tor, conceded that the arrangement 
"would be a first" between city officials 
and partners involved in apartment 
complexes. 

Gilbert unveiled the proposal to 
Westland City Council members during 
a study session Monday. A vote will 
come later. 

!&•-' Some cotmcitTnietnbeTSindicated that; 

they will have questions about the Nor­
ris plan. •','; i:J ';;':y/' 
". "I'm looking at a parity issue of 
sorts," Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
said, after learning that no other apart­
ment complex has received such 

~~~~. Please see NORMS, A6 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem9oe.homecomm.net 

A Canton Township man is accused 
of going to his ex-girlfriend's Westland 
ripuse and raping the paraplegic 
woman, police said. 

Nunzio Austin Stout, 48, faces a pre­
liminary hearing today in Westland 
18th District Court following allega­
tions that he knocked the woman out of 
her wheelchair, took her into a bed­
room and sexually assaulted her on 
Feb. %1, Sgt. Michael Terry said. 

S_tout and the victim have two 
teeh ĝ̂ ê cliildfeTrfroTn aTelationship 
that ended about eight years ago, but 
the former couple has had "no rela­
tions" since 1996, Terry said. 

"He's an ex-boyfriend who just 
showed up at her house," the sergeant 
said, based on the victim's allegations. 
The relationship had been cut off com­
pletely." 

Stout faces a hearing today On four 
counts of first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct and one count of first-degree 
•. Please see RAPE, A4 

Fun under the sun 

^ ¾ ^ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ) ¾ ^ % ̂ .Wgs^W^J^W'^'rf'^'^if' the 
'fjrV&iHsi^ 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER - .-• . 
jbrown9oe-homecotnni.net 

The kites looked beautiful Satur­
day afternoon against the blue_ 

skies over Central City Park. 
The-occasion was a kite i ly offered^ 
by Westland Parks and Recreation, 

.and participants rose to the occa-
';'. sion, • 

:'• ^ e are building our own kites," 
•Tsaid Cindy JVilliams, a building 

supervisor for parks and recreation. 
Kids who didn't bring their own 
kites could build them from kits, 

"The pictures are outstanding on 
these kites," said Williams/pausing 

P lease see KITE, A4 
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Sky's the limit: Jim Gilfixof 
Westland (from left), Marcel-
la McClatchey, 13, and Moni­
ca Firestone, 13, both of Ann 
Arbor, like to fly kites. 
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In todays paper, the Observer proudly intro­
duces it* l « k e * n w a Academic AH-Star 
team and the runners-up. 
Take time to read this •pedal section, 

which profiles the accomplishment* of 48 tal­
ented high school seniors selected for the! 
honor by a committee of area high school priri-
dpala, 

We guarantee it WIS be a good read. 
Katharine Aan>Bfannsf lu of Fannington 

Hills found owt)ttt1kit»w«& she had done on 
her SAT • * • # Wfct* ah* called her mom from 
the band roo« at North Farmington High 

-School. • 
Her mom told her to sit down. She had 

scored a pertett 1600. 
1 o W t Ukm*t UWM get a 1600 because I 

skipped a ntfwHpsy* she said "1 couldn't . 
believe. . 

BrwnMeift i» headed to the University of 
Mkhifan &* Mi t* study pre-medicine in the 
scheors hoiMirsjrQpatn. Beside* * perfect 
SAT senre, a W I t a k e with her the experience 
ofher Uvorfnisfct in ae* a* al extracurricular 

"she 
a seaior at 

Ws trotn-
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bone in a symphony orchestra and teaching 
music at a college. A dual degree in musical 
performance and liberal arts from the Univer­
sity of Michigan will help him reach that goal. 

Platte loves playing music from the Roman­
tic period.- Mahler, Wagner, and Tchaikovsky. 
He hopes to study abroad, perhaps at the 
Paris Conservatory of Music, during his col­
lege years. Never mind that he doesn't speak 
French or any other foreign language. 

: "Languages sound musical to my ear," he 
isaid. 

Evan Leung of Canton will study computer 
science at the University of Michigan after he 
graduates rrbm Plymouth Salem High School. 
He said he's been somewhat of an outsider in 
high school and considers himself an "bbserv-
er" of his generation. 

"Lota of kids have potential, but they don't 
develop it because they're focused on being 
cool. So many kids have the potential to 
become good people; but it's up to them;" 

Leung said he tries hard to be sensitive 
towards others and hot laugh at their awk­
ward misfortunes, like tripping in a school 
hallway and falling in front of other students. 

"IVe fallen lots of times," he said. 

Influential teachers 
Behind every outstanding student, there's a 
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new 
•The Westland Chamber of 

Commerce recently elected new 
leadership. 
".Officersf>r i9p9-2000are: 
Watoey Barrons/Standard Feder­
al Bank, president; Scott Lopez, 
Jdy Manor, treasurer and vice 
president-operations; ; Barb 
Marocco, Westland Car Care, 
secretary; Margaret Lourdes, 
attorney, vice president-govern- •': 
ment affairs; Mary Depning, 
Mary Denning's Cake Shoppe, 
vice president-community, and 
educational development; Rick 
Picorelli, Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, vice president-mar­
keting and membership; Dick 
Ishain, International Minute 

w*r« A IM , with term* 
niitniiif Mtay * of Uii# 
y u r to April 30; 2001 

Press, vice president business 
and economic development;^Bon­
nie Carre, NBD, past president. 

Four board, seats were filled, 
With terms running May 1 of 
this year to April 30, 2001. 
Board seats are being filled by 
Barrons; Lourdes; James Ver-
meulen, Vermeulen Funeral 
Home; and Sharon Klicker, 
Sharon's Heating & Cooling. 

Read Arts & Leisure 
every Sunday 
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No-parking signs that stirred a bitter 
neighborhood dispute near a north-side 
school bo* stop are coming down. 

WestlandCity Council members Monday' 
agreed to remove the signs after neighbors 
on Ravine - a dirt road south of Joy - chose 
to police themselves. 

Once-feuding neighbors learned that they 
can resolve issues without city interference, 
Ravine resident Virginia Klein said. • 

"We can, if we are. encouraged to talk to 
each other, resolve issues," she said. 

Many parents became angry last fall 
when the city erected no-parking signs to 
ease traffic congestion on Ravine, near a 
school bus stop at Joy Road. 

The city installed the signs following com­
plaints from corner homeowners Larry and 
Peggy Sullivan, who said vehicles created 
unsafe conditions by crowding along Ravine 
near the Livonia district bus stop. 

^ ^ ^ O T I P I sv^lnPp W 
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The Sullivan* also notified the city about 
their property being damaged by vehicles 
trespassing on their land, 

Angry parents fired back that they Want­
ed to ensure their children's safety by dri­
ving as close as possible to the bus stop and 
by waiting with the youngsters until their 
transportation arrived. 

But critics said the parents appeared to 
be using the Sullivan property for social 
get-togethers when, taking children to and 
from the bus stop. 

To convince city officials to take down the 
no-parking sighs, parents earlier this year 
indicated they would obey rules by parking 

at least 30 feet from a Rayine-Joy stop sign 
and by not blocking the Sullivan*' drive­
way. ••,••' 

City officials agreed Feb. 1 to remove the 
signs altogether if Ravine residents for 
three ^months proved that they could 
restore neighborhood harmony. 

Resident* kept their promise to pelice 
themselves, ' 

"I think everybody has made remarkable 
strides," Westland police Sgt, Peter Broke* 
said Tuesday.', "7".:-: 

His traffic bureau had been in charge; of 
enforcing rules on Ravine. : 

Council nsemberii Monday said they're 
pleased the situation is resolved. 

"I think it worked out for the better,'' 
Westland Councilman Glenn Anderson 
said. ' ."',.'' :'••• •*.-. •'-

Westland police Chief Emery Price com­
mended Klein for accepting a leadership 
role in resolving the neighborhood dispute. 

•If every neighborhood had a Virginia 
Klein," he said, "it would solve a lot of our 
problems." 

Lowe's a possibility for long-vacant site 

The Digital 
viewing experience 

is so intense, 

BY DARRHLL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclemAoeJjoinecomnLnet 

City leaders are hopeful that a 
major home improvement com­
pany will move to the site of the 
former Source Club on the south­
west corner of Warren and New-
burgh roads. 

Mayor Robert Thomas has 
announced that Lowe's is Inter­
ested" in the site where the 
Source Club building has stood 
vacant about five years. 

Beyond that, officials have 
said little about a possible 
Lowe's store coming to West-
land. The company sells lumber, 
tools, appliances and home decor 
items, among other merchan­
dise. 

Thomas, presiding last week 
over a public hearing about pro­
posed new city buildings, made 

his comment in passing. 
He couldn't be reached later 

for further comment, and other 
administration officials have 
since chosen not to elaborate on 
the brief remark. 

Tm going to have to beg off on 
that one," Economic Develop­
ment Director Scott Veldhuis 
said. 

A secretary at the city's Eco­
nomic Growth Center on Mar­
quette said Tuesday that no one 
there could even say how long 
the Source Club has been closed. 

Lowe's is described as one of 
the world's largest retailers of 
home improvement products, 
with more than 625 stores in 37 
states. 

Its most recently reported 
annual sales top $10 billion. The 
company is based in North 
Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Contacted there on Monday, 
Lowe's real estate manager 
Wade Laufenberg declined to 
discuss a possible move to West-
land. 

"I can't comment on anything 
we might be doing in Detroit," 
he said, adding that he meant 
"the entire metro area." 

It wasn't even clear whether 
Lowe's would occupy the exist­
ing Source Club building or tear 
it down and build anew. 

One city council member 
questioned why the possible 
Lowe's deal suddenly became so 
hushed in the wake of the 
mayor's brief remark. 

"I believe that if the mayor 
made a public statement, then 
certainly the residents of our 
community could be deserving of 
an acknowledgment of what's 
going on - and how residents 

iTiytiii'i " 
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and other city people can assist," 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
said. 

"As the largest vacancy in 
town," he said, "we all want to 
see something done with that 
property." ' 
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City resident to put best footforward at pageant 

A4«-55J-J*0O~ 
HoifParte Wadrton Heights • 24»>M3-1350 

Alicia Marie Kozub of 
Westland was recently 
selected to participate in 
Nationals' 1999 Miss Jr. 
Teen Detroit pageant conv 
petition. The competition 
will be May 36. 

She will compete for more 
than $20,000 in scholar­

ships, prizes and specialty 
gifts. She will compete in 
the Miss Jr. Teen division, 
one of five divisions for ages 
7-23 competing in modeling 
routines, casual wear and 
formal wear. She will be 
interviewed by this year's 
judging panel, with person-
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ality as the number one 
aspect of judging. 

Kozub enjoys sports, act­
ing and modeling in her 
spare time. If she wins, she 
will represent Detroit and 
the surrounding communi­
ties within a 200-mile 
radius of Detroit at the 

national competi­
tion in Orlando, 
Fla. 
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Competing: Ali­
cia Marie 
Kozub is com­
peting for Miss 
Jr. Teen Detroit. 
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Welcome: Future freshmen will have the opportunity to find out want is going on at 
Wayne, such as the National Hispanic Honor Society. Looking at photos of trips 
members, seniors Sarah Gibelyou (left to right), Michael Moore and Amy Maylone. 

Celebration helps teens 
become involved at Wayne 

ACHIEVERS 

Two Westland s tuden ts at Walsh College 
received winter scholarships, Weiping Huang 
received the Walsh College Presidential Scholar­
ship and Monique J o h n s o n received the 
Ameritech Educational Achievement Scholarship. 

They'were among 338 students at trie Troy-
baaed college who were awarded scholarships for 
the winter semester. Scholarships were awarded 
baaed oh merit and financial need. To qualify for. 
merit scholarships, students were required to have 
a minimum grade point average of 3.5. 

Julie P. White of Westland has been named to 
the Dean's List at Albion College for the fall 1998 
semester. Students named to the list must achieve 
a minimum grade point average of 3.5 while taking 
at least three units in graded courses and success­
fully complete four units. 

White is a graduate of Livonia Churchill High 
School and the daughter of James F. and Patricia 
A. White of Westland. The Albion senior is major­
ing in biology. 

Kimberly Smith of Westland is among Saginaw 
Valley State University students whose work was 
on display in the University Art Gallery recently. 
The Senior Art Student Exhibition highlighted the 
work of seniors as a completion of the formal 
undergraduate program. Painting, drawing, print-

making, design, sculpture, clay and photography 
were included. 

°\ 
A team of Spencer P y n e .of Westland anil 

Steven King of Redford will compete against the 
clock and others May 13 in the sixth annual 
Ford/AAA Student Auto Skills National Quality 
Care Challenge state finals. 

Pyne and King will represent the Wi)liam j>. 
vFord Career/Technical Center in Westland in the 

contest, the first to feature a 1999 Ford Escort that 
has been deliberately sabotaged by testers. The 
contest will take place at AAA Michigan's Dear*, 
born headquarters. ; 

The winning team will represent Michigan in 
the national Student Auto Skills contest June 21 
in Washington, D.C. Each team qualified for the 
state finals by scoring among the 10 highest team 
scores statewide in a written test. 

Rebecca Putnam of Westland recently com-, 
pleted the two-semester Emerging Leaders Pro­
gram at the Universily of Michigan-Dearborn. Stu­
dents from the campus cooperative education pro­
grams discuss leadership, development with com­
munity leaders during the first semester. Students 
put leadership theory and knowledge in practice as 
they return to the workplace in the second semes­
ter. 

BY BRAD EMONS 
STAFF WBTttR 
bemonsOoe.homeconun.net 

The transition from middle 
school to high school can often be 
overwhelming, even frightening. 

But Wayne Memorial High 
School hopes to change all that 
by welcoming next fall's incom­
ing class with open arms in stag­
ing i ts first-ever "Celebrate 
Wayne Day" on Tuesday, May 
11-

Nearly 600 eighth-graders 
from Frankl in , Adams and 
Stevenson middle schools will 
receive the red carpet treatment. 

Duke basketball player Shane 
Battier, a Rhodes Scholar candi­
date, will also speak to middle 
schoolers during morning and 
afternoon orientation sessions 
about the value of extracurricu­
lar activities and their relation 
to school..' ;".;'•" 

-Booths, created solely by the 
high school students, will display 
51 different x s tuden t and 
extracurricular activities inside 
the school's media center. 

The booths range from foot­
ball, to forensics, to the D.A.R.E. 
program, to various after-school 
clubs including newspaper, ski-
ing, Spanish arid robotics. 

Good memories: Yearbook staffers and seniors Melissa 
McKinzie, Jenny Wojie and Valerie Weiss show off a 
yearbook that the students help design. 

"This was born out of our 
ninth-grade initiatives program 
established by our superinten­
dent of schools, Dr. Greg Bara-
cy," said Bill Gray, Wayne High's 
school psychologist, who came up 
with the idea for "Celebrate 
Wayne" along with the school's 
Student Senate. "We saw the 
need because many of our innth-
graders are having a difficult 
transition from middle school to 
high school as related to school 
achievement, school attendance 
and involvement extracurricular 
activities." 

Once middle school students 
get off the bus, they'll be greeted 
by the high school color guard 
with the marching band sere­
nading them with the Zebras' 
fight song. 

"This whole activity is student-
driven," Gray said. "They will be 
presenting these booths, encour­
aging and teaching students as 
ftu; as who and why they should 
be involved. 

"We'd like to do this annually." 
On Tuesday, May 11, Wayne's 

ninth-graders will get a sneak 
preview of the expo during third, 

fourth, fifth and sixth hours. 
The middle school s tudents 

will also receive a school tour 
and meet the 6-fbot-8 Battier, 
the College Defensive Player of 
*hn v " n r vhn h^poH >*aH *hr 
Blue Devils reach the NCAA 
final against Connecticut. 

Battier will speak to students 
in the school auditorium. (Ses­
sions will run from 9-11 a.m. and 
noon to 2 p.m. with a lunch 
break in between.) 

"Celebrate Wayne" will also 
involve paren ts , who will be 
invited back to tour the school 
and see the activity booths 6-8 
p.m. 

Activity booth presenters , 
however, will not be finished fol­
lowing the day-long festival. 

"Students and teachers 
involved with this project will 
meet again during the oummetx— 
for a picnic," Gray said. "They 
will be doing follow-ups, sending 
postcards and making phone 
calls to the kids who have shown 
interest in the various activities. 

"We believe there are some 
good things going on at Wayne. 

"It's along the lines of the ser­
vice learning projects where kids 
are taking more responsibility 
for themselves." 

Helping to coordinate "Cele­
brate Wayne" are Principal Don 
Chastain, along with Assistant 

Principal Christine Bak. 
"This is a total staff and stu­

dent effort to make this happen," 
Bak said. "We're selling our 
school and the kids are playing 
an important role. ' 

"We re trying to tap 
interests . Then, we'll contact 
them over the summer. And 
when they get here in the fall, 
we'll make sure somebody here 
will be looking out for them and 
helping to support them." 

A $4,500 g ran t from Lynn 
Malinoff pf Drug Free Schools 
helped make "Celebrate Wayne" 
possible. 

Several faculty members, who 
are active in Teachers for Social 
Responsibility, have also assist­
ed in the effort including Louise 
Har t , Fran Grossman, Pam 
Ruokalainen, Joe Nowaske, Julie 
iQahunde^and Leslie Rosaen. 

"We felt t h a i tnanjTntl 
graders weren't prepared when 
they got here, and we're trying to 
do something to make it better," 
Bak said. "Plus, there is a direct 
correlation between after-school 
activities and academics. We 
find t ha t kids involved after 
school generally have a much 
higher grade-point average. The 
success benefits are enormous. 

"They'll also take more pride 
in their school," 

ĝ MOM 
s L I a gift from Jacobson's means more 

"\ 

Rhinestone hair jewelry from RJ Graziano. 
$15 - $38. 

Fashion Accessories. 

Show her your love <n unexpected ways. 
Black or white freshwater cultured pearls 

from Honora, strung on MicroCord™ for a 
•floating" effect. 4.5mm to 6.5mm. 

Drop earrings and single, double or 
. triple strand necklaces. $90 T ,$21Q. 

Fine Jewelry 

Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (246) 651-6000 

^JulON^SATJO-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Gift Certificates &>mpHmentary~Sitver Gift Box - "Jacobaon'o Charge '• 

£Pl ^ MOM 
$& la gift from Jacobson's means more 
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Bring her garden indoors. Set of 
four miniature watering cans, 

f,\\ar\ wjth.snpnted candles and 

-?s 
/Vr v 

decoratively packaged with a 
tile coaster. $15. 

Gifts. 

Decorative velvet pillows tell 
Mom how much you care. 
Choose from an assortment 
of embroidered sayings, 
background colors and sizes 
$32 to $72. 
Bed Linens. 

Jacobson's 
Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (246) 651 -6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Gift Certificates Complimentary Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Charge 

PS-XKJt* 

Join In: Art club members Brian Sasanas and Jennifer Curtis will take part May 11. 
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