L am Al
e

s

Thumlay o S
L Mayo,:lm

8 — ~ OPINION

| :Keeplng calm Recent

" might have with the
' Colo /B:t.

| HOW ro REACH us

Newsroom 734953-:104 |

e en7e

I —— e & N

Vo3 NVIRER Y6

in THE PartRE

~

rumors about potential

“violence at Wayne-West-

land and Livonia schools
have frightened many.
Let’s work together to

~make sure schools are for
learnmg /A14 |

COMMUNITY I.IF

- No conneotlon. They wear

black trench coats, concert
T shzrts Doc Marten

. boots, jeans, skirts or
pants, masking any hint

of sexuality, and an abun-
dance of silver jewelry,

“but Goth fans shun any

connection their dress

tragedy in Littleton,
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: Speclal settlng You can

‘help Gilda’s Garden make

. a bright environment for- -
people with cancer and
 their families and

frzends / 08

ENTERTAINMENT

"_'_“Dance. The Paul Taylor
Dance Company, consid-

“ered world’s pre-eminent

contemporary troupe, per-
forms at the Detroit

‘ ‘ ‘ E .

| Theater: Plymouth The-

atre- Guild scares its audz- :

- ence with the season -

ﬁnale. / E:l.
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" BY DARBELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER -
dclem@oe.homeeomm net

A proposal to build an upscale recre-
ation center and a new city hall should
-be placed on the Nov. 2 ballot for West-
land voters to decide, some council
meémbers say.

Councilman Glenn Anderson on
Monday called for a referendum on the
issue; saying city leaders shouldn’t rely
on a poll of 800 residents that mdlcat-
ed support for the plan, -

“The .only way this- council and
mayor will know whether the taxpay-
ers of this community support this pro-
ject is to ask them - not 600 but all of
them he said. ‘
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A;Vote mulled fw
DAY} new rec center

o Clt Councxlman Glenn Anderson on Monday
.| called for a referendum on bmldx
B~ ation center and new city hall in

-{.such'a vote were to take place, it would be on

a recre-
estland. If

~

- Anderson unve‘iled his plan ‘durmg.a'
- meeting that marked the council’s first

gerious discussion about a possible bal-

- lot question on new city buildings.

. Mayor Robert Thomas, who initiated

a proposal for rew bdlldmgs, was out .

of town.
Anderson said council members

- shouldn’t embark on “one of the largest.
municipal 1mprovements in the history- e
of the city” without asking residents { -

who will pay to maintain the buildings.

~ Thomas has said the city can build a-
'new recreation center and city hall = |-
estimated at $20 million or more - " | .

without seekmg a tax increase. He has.

- suggested using revenues from a spe- -

Please seem_

NOI’I‘IS partners

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

‘ dclem@oe homecomm.net

Buslness partners who recelved
‘$361 000 from the city to help build a'
. once-controversial apartment complex‘
. ate again ‘asking for help ‘

Partners involved ‘in Norris Apart-
ments, on Palmer near Merriman,

| want to keep $10,830 that they earher
b ag‘reed to give the city each year. .

Genera) partner. Kathy Makmq, in a

'Ietter to the city; ‘said the money would:™
|-/ be placed in a reserve account to- be.
* |- used for repairs and property improve- "
fmenta to the- three-yeax‘-old develop- L
‘ment. ‘ :

Makino mdlcated that the money
would help business partners maintain

. ‘a quality, 60-unit apartment complex

" BY DARRELL CLEM
“STAFF WRITER -~ - :
dclem@oe homecomm net

A Canton Townshtp man is accused_
of going to his ex- glrlfnend’s Westland
~house ‘and raping the parapleglc* ‘
: . ‘showed up at her house,” the sergeant -
said, based on the victim's allegations. -
“The relationship had been cut off com- |
pletely,” -

woman, police said.
Nunzio Austin Stout, 48, faces a pre-

liminary hearing today in Westland
18th District Court following allega-
tions that he knocked the woman out of

her wheelchalr, took her into a bed-
‘room and sexually assaulted her on
Feb, 11, Sgt. Michael Terry said.

‘|want to keep cash

wh11e offermg affordable rent to low- 1

income reardents
James . Gilbert,
housmg/commumty development direc:

“tor; conceded that the arrangement - |
- “would be a first” between city officials . |
and partners mvolved in apartmentu_

complexes.

~ Gilbert unveiled the proposal to |
. Westland Cxty Coun¢il members during |
a study session Monday A vote will |

come later. .

»¢’ Sotme eouncnmmbers indicated that’ . :'-.,-.
they will have questlons about t.he Nor-
-risplan, . ‘ -

“I'm lookmg ata. panty fssue of i
sorts,” Councilman Richard LeBlanc * |
said, aﬂer learning that no other apart- -

ment complex has received such
Please see NORRIS, AB

ra e charges

~Stout and the thxm have- two.]
teenagé children from a-relationship- |.
that ended about eight years ago, but .
the former couple has had “no rela-

tions” since 1996, Terry said. = .-
““He’s an ex- boyfrxend who Just

‘Stout faces a hearmg today on four

“counts of first-degreé criminal sexual:
- conduct and one count of ﬁrstfdegree

< Please see RAPE, A{
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e ;Westland Parks and Recreatcon kite ﬂy S’aturday |
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| Kites'could build them from kits.
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Let’s go ﬂy a klte

; BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER -
‘ jbrownﬁoe homecomm net

kites looked beautiful Satur- | LR

day afternoon against the bhue
B skies over Central City Park.
S'Pheoeeasxon was a kite fly offered
by Westland Parks and Recreation,
.and partlclpants TOsSe: to the occa- -

““We ai'e bmldmg our own. kltes, a ‘ 4
-ﬂsa\d Cindy Williams, a building '
- supervisor for parks and recreation.

Sky’s the Hmit: Jim ‘G'i.lﬁ‘x' of

K he tb th ‘

ids who didn't bring their own Westland (from left), Marcel-
.. ““The pictures are outstanding on la McClatchey, 13, and Moni-
these kites,” said Williams, pausing ca Firestone, 13, both of Ann

— Please sce KITE, A4 - Arbor, like to ﬂy kites.
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. !ﬁlix:m M.): ::f,'ﬁm on-- Evan Leung of Canton will study computer
WAL - her SAT OXAIS W h ealled her mom. ﬁ"om | science at the University of Michigan after he
the band M st No Plrmingbn ngh 1 graduates from Plymouth Salem High School.

| BAT m.

'_-o scholars are featured
in speczal sectzon today .

If’L today’s Plpﬂ' th!_ Ohurvor proudly intm—
toam-ndthenmnon-u L :
akeﬁmetomdthuspecnlseetwn, S
profiles the

" ented high school semiors selected for the -
‘honor by a comm uf am lugh echool pnn~; :

iy Hermommldhu'ooliidown Shehad
,lkippodnqm Qbenid “1 oouldn‘t

Buum&uhmuthl}nivemtyof ‘
"wn&ﬁmhm;n-medidmmtha ‘

bone in a symphony orchestra and teachmg
_rausic at a college. A dual degree in musical
“performance and liberal arts from the Univer-
. sity of Michigan will help him reach that goal.
1 Platte loves playing music from the Roman-
| tic period ~ Mahler, glagner and Tchaikovsky.
| He hopes to study abroad, perhaps at the -
| Paris Coneervatory of Music, during his col
"lege years, Never mind that he doesn't speak
French or any other foreign language.
’ “Languages sound musical to my ear, ” he

Mldumc All St.ar

ishments of 48 tal- ".

1. He said he's been somewhat of an outsider in
'_‘ “high school and considers hxmself an’ observ
-1 .er” of his ger:lergtxon S I b t th e

1" *Lota of kids have potenha ut they don
2 1600 becauee l o develop it because they're foeueed on bemg
| cool. S0 many kids have the potenual to -
.| become good people, but it's up to them.”
~ Leung said he tr(;es ht:rd ‘u;‘ be s;:nmtw .
Besides & perfoct towards others and not laugh at their aw
hh with her th:oxporience "1 ward misfortunes, like tripping in a schoo! -

.| -hallway and falling in front of other studcnts

*T've fallen lots of times,” he sa:d

- lnﬂuenthlteuchen e e
Behind every outetaudmg student theresa .

1600,
ik 1 sould get

L e e
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‘new leaders

Tho Wostland Chamher of
- Commerce roeontly elected new
ludenln

Officen {or 1999 2000 -are:
thcy Barrons, Standard Feder-

- president-operations;
. Murocco, Westland Car Care,
segretary; Margaret Lourdes,
attorney, vice president-govern-

 meént affairs; Mary ‘Denning; "
: Mary Denmngu Cake Shoppe, -

- vice president-community and

 e@ucational development; Rick "

Ficorelli, Observer & Eccentrie

‘Néwspapers, vice presldent-mar- »
keting and membership; Dick -

‘Il‘ham Internat:onal Mlnute

"‘Press, vice presxdent busmese
- and economic development; lBon-
* nie Carre, NBD, past president. -

lmwm
woufllhd,wlﬂntomo

. running May :o of ﬂnlol
. al"Bank, president; Scott I..opez,__y..‘to W l ' l
- Joy Manor, treasurer andchle) e
arb -

Four board seats were filled

_with terms running May 1 of
this year to April -30, 2001,

Board seats are being ﬁlled by
Barrons; Lourdes; James Ver-
meulen, Vermeulen Funeral
Home; and Sharon Klicker,

Sharon‘e Heatmg & Coohng

o WOM Socroer & B

.~1 . ‘_'o,‘ ool
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No-parhng nznl thet stu'red a b;tter
nezzhborhood dupnto near a. north side .. -

~school bus stop are ‘down,

. Westland City Council mermbers Monday MO. N
“agreed to remove the signs aﬁernexghbore* e
‘on Ravine — a dirt road south of Joy chooe G
N to police themselves, < ;_
: Onee-feudmg nezghbors leamed that they -
"can resolve issues without city interference,.

-" 1 Ravine resident Virginia Klein said.

“Wecan,xfwearoencouragedtotelkto :

each other, resolve utuea she said..

school bus stop at Joy Road. -
~The city installed the signs followmg com-

plalnts from corner homeowners Larry and
Peggy Sullivan, who said vehicles created
“unsafe conditions by crowding along Ravine .
near the Livonia district bus stop.

N e1ghbors reac'accord in .bus ﬂap-

Price commended Kieln for
»‘m-mml&v

AN : ,
N

‘their property being damgod by vehlclee_
‘trespassing on their land. - ‘
- Angry parents fired back that they want-
ed to ensure their children’s safety by dri: .
" ving as close ‘as possible to the bus stop and -
- Many- parents became angry last fall 3
when the city erected no-parking s1gne to -
ease traffic congestion on Ravme, near a -

by waiting with the youngotero untxl their
tranaportatlon arrived, - :

But critics said the parento appeared to:
be using the Sullivan property for social

- get-togethers when taking cluldren to and
“from the bua stop.

To convince city officials to to take down the
no-parking sighs, parents earlier this year-

: mdxcated they would obey rules by parking

'l‘he Sulhvono also nohﬁod the cxty obout o

: Westlend Councllman Glenn Andouon :
. said.

- -mended Klein for accepting a leadershlp
role in resolving the néighborhood dispute. -

Cat lout 30 foot from a Ravine-Joy

and by- not blockmg the Snlllvm drwe-' _
. way, |
(gxty omeull agned Feb ito romove ‘the | ..
signs- altogether if Ravine residents for | -
three Ymonths provod that thoy could'

Residents kopt thoir promlu to: pollco \
e ewerybody has made remaskable
stndeo » Wutlwd pohoo Sgt Potor Brohs‘

Hu traffic bureau had been m cham of
onforcmc rules on Ravine.::

- Couneil members Monday uaxd they re.
plemd the gituation is resolved

“I think it worked out for- the botter.

Westland. polxce Chief Emery Pnce com:

*If every neighborhood had a Virginia

problem

Klein,” he said, “it would solve alot of our
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Movles are aH about putting yourself n another tlme and
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“"Westland ‘was recently‘
- selected to participate in
" Nationals' 1999 Miss Jr.

- - Teen Detroit pageant com..

| petition. The competltlon

- -will be May 30. :

dclemﬂoe-homecomm.net _
City leaders are hopeful that a

- major home improvement com-
- pany will move to the site of the
. former Source Club on the south--
'~ west corner of Warren and New-
~ burgh roads.

" Mayor Robert Thomas has

- announced that Lowe's is “inter-
. -ested” in the site
- Source Club building has stood
. vacant about five years.

‘Beyond that, officials have

" 'said little about a possible
- " Lowe’s store coming to West-
.: 'land. The company sells lumber,
- tools, appliances and home decor
. items, among other merchan-
- dise. . -

'I‘homas presxdmg last. week

:_i"_over a pubhc hearing about pro-
. posed new city bulldmgs. made

Ahcla Marte Kozub of

She will compete for more .
than $20, 000 1n scholar

yhere the.

‘ shxpe pnzes ‘and Speclalty
‘gifts, She will compete in
the Miss Jr. Teen division,
one of five divisions for ageg
7-23 competing in modeling -
routines, casual wear and
- formal wear. She will be
interviewed by this year's
judging panel mth person-

his comment in passmg

He couldn’t be reached later
for further comment, and other
administration officials have
since chosen not to elaborate on
the brief remsrk.

“I'm gomg to have to beg off on

that one,” Economic Develop-

ment Dlrector Scott Veldhuxe‘

said. :
A secretary at the city’s Eco
nomic Growth Center on Mar-

-quette said Tueaday that no one
there could even say how long -

the Source Club has beén closed.
Lowe's is described as one of
the world’s largest retailers of
home improvement products,
with more than 525 stores in 37

- gtates.

Its most recently reported
annual sales top $10 billion. The
company is based in. North
Wllkesboro, NC
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Contacted there on Monday,
Lowe's real estate manager
Wade Laufenberg declined to

discuss a possxble move to West-

land.

- “1 can’t comment on anythmg
we might be doing in Detroit,”
he said, adding that he meant ‘
“the entire metro area.” :
It wasn’t even clear whether
Lowe’s would occupy the exist-

. ing Source. Clubbuﬂdmgortear‘ b

* it down and build anew. -

One city council member
questioned why the possible
Lowe's deal suddenly became so-
~hushed in the wake of the

mayor’s brief remark:

“I believe that if the mayor
made a public statement, then
~certainly the residents of our
community could be deserving of
an acknowledgment of what’s
gomg on — and how resldents

;allty as the’ number one .
espect of_;udgmg
- Kozub enjoys. sports act-
'ing and modeling in-her
.spare time. If she wins, she
will répresent Detroit and " |
_‘the surrounding communi-
‘ties within a 200-mile

of Detroit at the.
‘national competi-
“tion in Orlando, -

* Fla.

. and other city

Lowe sa posszbtltty for long vacant szte

le can assist,”
Councilman Ric¢ ard LeBlanc
said.

“As the largest vecancy in
town,” he said, “we all want to

- see somethmg done with that

ptoperty . .t_ :

r:f'fCtty reszdent to put best foot forward: at pageant

Competlng Ali-
cia Marie -

‘1 Kozub is com-
.1 peting for Miss
, _Jr Teen Detrmt.
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