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1" m Police will have a week-

long crackdown starting
Monday on motorists who
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Space, glorlous space'- \
The 18th District Court,
which serves Westland, is
crowded. The mayor’s
budget proposes court
expansion, and the
Observer agrees that it’s

needed./A14 ' ~ don’t restrain child passen-
gers properly.
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Westland motorists who refuse to
obey child-restraint laws will be target-
ed by local police during a weeklong
crackdown that starts Monday.

ee related edronal,

Carlng and sharing The
evening news shows their
plight in living color each
night, and. the calls for
help have not gone unan- .
swered in western Wayne
r County. Even immigrants
| from Albgnia are experi-
encing the generosity of
Americans. / B1

' Extra Westland police officers will be
)|, assigned to road patrols to stop vehi-
cles carrying unbuckled children, Sgt. .
Peter Brokas said.

Local police will join thousands of
law enforcement agencies across Michi-
gan and the nation for the next wave of

_':; "Head! up Spencer Bachleda I and brother Damel 3 of Farmmg'ton:‘Htlls try on- the-dtfﬁerent
* hats at the annual Commumty Garage Sale outslde tbe_Badey Center m Westland The Satur-’

- Countryside charm: A -
Clarkston area house,
included on an upcommg
tour,.incorporates its nat-
ural beautzful surround-
ings and own stylish fea-
tures / D8

) ENTERTAINMENT §
Music: The summer con-
cert season begins this
weekend at Pine Knob

-Music-Theatre. Check out
our comprehensive listing
of summer entertainment
venues./EL

Movies: “Star Wars:

Epzsode I The Phantom
Menace” provides enter-
taining vzsual feast / E6

~ REAL ESTATE

He sald what? Buyzng a

_home.involues a_uzhole_LoL _
of strange words. / F:l. ‘
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Local school evacuated
followmg gas leak

‘,_j‘day event dnew a~number of buyers and browsers.

Please see SAFE,

Studentslearndarigersoffape drugs

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe. homecomm net

A disheveled yeung woman came to the Westland
police station for help after she was sexually assault-
. ed by two-men who gave ber a date rape’ dmg when

she asked for Tylenol. .

Police Officer Deanna Slezak was working when :

~the 21-year-old victim came in to report how she lost-
consciousness and then awoke to ﬁnd ahe was being

raped.

- Slezak, descnbmg the incident to a group of John
"Glenn High School students on Monday afternoon,
said the vicim couldn't account for five hours of her

A gas’ leak Tuesday morning at
Adams Middle School ended without
problems. Students and staff were
evacuated to nearby Lincoln Elemen-

~tary School until the trouble was

resolved.
Construction crews were workmg
outside the Adams building, said Char-

.. lotte Sherman, assistant supermten

dent for general administration,

.but a decision was made to evacuate
students and staff to Lincoln, in part
‘because it looked like rain. Lincoln is
‘within walking distance of Adams.

Consumers Energy came out to check

life.

~ “Inher eyes I saw a lot of pain, ” Slezak said.

- The woman was raped by two men who said they
‘would .give her a ride home from a bar, but they
detoured to an apartment - supposedly for a beer.

Slezak told the victim’s story as she joinéd a team
"of other policé officers and c1t.y prosecutors-for a John
‘Glenn High program warnmg students about date
rape drugs.

“It scared me,” 17-year-old senior Kathy Brosnan
said. “It made me think about drugs and what they
really doto you.”

Brosnan and some of her friends said most death.

See reiated Eommunlty Volce Letter, Aiz

~ parties or other gathenngs
“Nobody really leaves thelr drmk just sitting
around, anymore,” Brosnan said.

. But police Sgt. Michael Terry warned students that .
they could be targeted not only by strangers - but‘ ;
“also by peers they trust. L
Some people even choose to use the drugs to '
.enhance sexual feelings, police said, but officers
warned about symptoms such as loss of memory, eon-
fusion, drowsiness, dizziness, nausea, coma — even

teenagers are becommg increasingly aware of date
rape. drugs, which can be slipped into beverages at

Please see DRUGS, A2

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe. homecomm ;net

An architect firm is exp,gcted in
-July to issue an opinion advising
Westland city leaders whether to
build a new City Hall or renovate the
1964 building on Ford Road. .

TMP Architecture senior associate
Jim Mumby said the final report will
be “our perception” of which plan-is
best, although city leaders will ulti-
~ mately decide the issue.

TMP representatives dlscussed
their City Hall study with Westland _

failed to mark it,” she said. “During
constructlon, sometimes glitches hap
pen.”

No gas entered the school building,

The Westland Fire Department and

Wayne-Westland Community Schools.
“A gas line was broken south of

»Palm‘er Road. Consumers Energy had

‘MADD runners, walkers

' BY JULIE BROWN }

STAFF WRITER

Jjbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Christine Byndas of Milford came to
Hines Park Saturday “to honor my sis-
ter.” Her sister, Caryn Casaz, died
Sept. 13, 1995, when struck by a
drunken dnver in the park while run-
ning.

The event was the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving Run/ Walk From the
Heart, held in memory of Casaz at the
Nankin Mills picnic area in Westland.

- Byndas and- her husband ran with
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‘Good ]Ob Russ Keyes of West-

land is the official timekeeper
clocking runners as they go by
the f'msh lme

-
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their two dé\'l‘ghters,

the building, with Consumers shutting

| City Council members and Mayor
off the gas. Tuesday was a half day, for ity Cou e fay

Robert Thomas during a one-hour

|City Hall plan probed

‘‘ers continue to squabble over
‘whether to allow voters in November

said new buildings won't require a

' Monday he expects soon to issue an

study session Monday. A
The latest talks came as city lead-

to decide City Hall and recreatxon
centerissues.

Thomas has said c1ty lea'ders
should have the courage to decide the
issue without a voter referendum. He

tax increase. i
City Attorney Angelo Plakas said

opinion on whether city officials ¢an

legally place.a non-tax, advisory | -

question about city buﬂdmgs on the
Please see CITY HALL, A3

""" Please see EVACUATED, AZ.

Parents Mary and Victor Casaz came [§
from their Tinley Park, Ill,, horre, as [N
they do every year. “Wouldn’t miss it,”
she said of the 5K event. Mary Casaz
has many things she wants people to
remember about her daughter, who
was a 24-year-old University of Illinois
graduate and Ford Motor Co. engineer.

“Her spirit, her zest for life, her love
of man, her smile, her sense of humor.
Thank everybody for coming out and
remembering Caryn and all the other
victims of drunken drivers.” The case
is on appeal.

Darlene Hodges, MADD treasurer
for Wayne County, was busy at the
event. The Westland resident had an
18-year-old son die in 1989 at the
hands of a drunken driver. Her son
was a Livonia Franklin High School
student. He had a football scholarship
to Hillsdale College.

Jenny Lozano of Ypsilanti, MADD-
chapter administrator, also lost an 18-
year-old son to a drunken driver in
1988. He was a Wayne Memorial High
School graduate.

Poster boards at the picnic area Sat-
urday told the story of a number of
people who died as a result of drunken
driving. Rhonda Rose of Belleville, sec-

Weasepee WD. A2

remember loved ones

. -Family ties:
" Christine
Byndas
(left), the
sister and
running
partner of
Caryn
Casaz, takes
a moment
with hey 1-
vear-old
daughter,
Gabrielle,
and her
mother,
Mary Casaz,
after the
run/walk
was com-
pleted.
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Councﬂ to 1nterV1eW hopefuls

_ntDmqum . ';.
,‘dc

oeomm.net . :
All 10. candldates competnng to ﬁll a Westland

City-Council vacancy will be interviewed, marking - ‘
his colleagues will be fair with all candidates and

a departure from earlier plans to query finalists,
Council President Sandra Cicirelli confirmed the
latest plan on Monday and dismissed rumors that
one candidate, David Cox, already | has the appomt~
ment locked up.
%As far as ’'m aware there’s nothmg to that she
sajd, when asked about the rumor pnor to f coun-

- cil meeting. __
’ Veteran Councllman Charles Plckermg createda

vacancy when he stepped down April 30, resigning .
eight months before his term explred to spend
more time with fam1ly ‘and pursue persopal hob-
bi¢s.

*l would like to have that seat filled by the end
_ of June, hopefully,” Cicirelli said Monday. ‘

She indicated that Cox may have three council
votes, at most, but he would need a fourth to win
the appointment.

41 think it’s more hke 3-3 nght now, Clcu'eih
said.

8ix council members will try to fill a seventh

seat vacancy following interviews scheduled-for .

Monday, June 14, and Wednesday, June 16, at
Police
seek
gun

ing for help in finding the ‘gun.

and Merriman, police said. -

‘A suspect was in Custody after a gun-
point robbery early Wednesday at a
Westland service_station. Police are ask-

The suspect, a 36-year-old Inkster

' man, is believed to have discarded the
gun following a 2:13 a.m. holdup at
Dandy Oil/Marathon at Ann Arbor Trail

A male clerk told police that he refused
to answer demands to open a cash regis-

Westland Cxty Hal] Cxclrelh saud S SRR
The interviews will be open to the public andf
will start-each night at 6:16 p.m., City Clerk Patri- °

cia Gibbons said. :
Councilmen Glenn Anderson has said he hopes

“not be swayed by a political group or a political
faction.”

Cox, who is currently the Wayne Westland

school board president and Romulusg deputy

mayor, served two years on the council before vot-

“ers ousted him in 1995. :
Rounding out the field of appcmtee hopefuls are:

N James Chuck Westland hbrary board mem- |

ber. -
[ | Georga Conant who i8 actlve in civic groups

B Reasther Everett long'tlme c1ty voting precmct -

worker..

8 Debra Fowlkes for,mer Wayne Westland ]

schoo! board president.

M Diane ¥ritz, retired Westland city- clerk, :

B James Godbout Millwood Village Condomlm-
um Association presxdent

B Michael Kehrer, former preomct delegate

B Michael Rmtz Westland Zoning Board of
.Appeals chairman. .

@ Dorothy Smith, longtime council watcher and
veteran council candldate :

the weapon, which dlscharged. without
wounding him.

The suspect fled but was sogn captured
at Merriman and Plymoutl{ by Livonia
police, who spotted him driving a 1992
Cadillac Seville. Police recovered money
taken during the holdup

Westland police Lt. Marc Stobbe said
anyone finding the gun, described as pos- -

- 8ibly a snub-nose, nickel-plated, :38-cal-
iber revolver, should call h1rn at (734)

STAYF PHOTO B’Y ELIMBET'E CARNRGIE

Words to heed: Sgt ‘M zchael Terry speaks to students Others (from left) are city
prosecutors Mark McConnell and Jim Plakas, dnd Polzce Chief Emery Price.

Drlgg from page A1

" Sgt. Timothy Abramski told
students about date rape drugs
that come in various forms -
pills, powder, liquid. They cost
as little as $5 and as much as
$35 for one high.

He warned students about
GHB, Ketamine, Rohypnol and
MDMA drugs that have street
names like “liquid X,” “specxal
K, ¢ “roofies” and “ecstasy.” "

Pollce and prosecutors also
warned ‘students that the use of
date rape drugs carry criminal
penaltles ranging up to life in
prison for sameone who commits
a sexual assault. :

“And you could be charged
with murder if the person dies,”
Mark McConnell, city prosecu-
tor, told students.
~ Imprisonment aside, other life

reports of crimes involving date
rape drugs.

“We’ve only had a couple
reported,” he said, “but P'm sure
there’s more.”

Glenn’s program on Monday
followed an earlier presentation
made at Wayne Memonal High
School. " -

‘Wayne-Westland Supermten-

dent Greg Baracy said he

ter until he was_ struck in thefacemih__’lzl%wer (734)-721-6311.

)

MADD frompa ge Al L '

on]d vice president for MADD,
wgs among those grieving.
“My mother was killed by a

' drunken driver -~ my mother and

my best friend.” Her mother, 52,
diéd almost five years ago.

Rose works as a scheduler for
. Saint Joseph Mercy Health Sys-
tem. Her employers were behind
her all the way, she said. Her
employer made T-shirts and

allowed her to sell them and set .
- come a long way, and people are

up a display. “They'’re wonder—

ful.”

Mother’s Day is still tough for

.Rose. She has a message to
share: “Be responsible; don’t
drink and drive.”
- Hodges and Lozano were
pleased with Saturday’s weather
for the fund-raiser. A picnic fol-
lowed the run/ walk.

The women agreed attitudes
toward drunken driving have
changed in recent years. “We've

N Evacu ated - from page Al

not as tolerant of it,” Lozano
said. She and others are pushing
for a lower level of blood alcohol
content to be considered legally
drunk: 0.8 percent. The current
level is 1.0 percent:

“Welre workmg on it,” Lozano
said.

“There are more Judges who
are really aware of this prob-

‘lem.” Lozano and others have

advocated truth in sentencing.

“When it says 10, they serve 10:"—-

“Abramski said many people

don’t realize what uses the drugs

- actually have. Ketamine, for one,

is an animal tranquilizer used by
veterinarians. ‘

A new effort is in progress
among state legislators to make
Ketamine a controlled substance
- a status already assigned to
GHA, Rohypnol and MDMA.

problems emerge for date rape
drug criminals who remain free.
Anyone convicted of a sex crime
remains on a state offender’s list
for 28 years.

“You can make a mistake now
that can affect you in the year
2023,” Sgt. Terry told students.

Pohce Chief Emery Price said

- Westland hasn't had many

believes the programs could help
teenagers make better decisions
so that. they don t “act out of
ignorance.”

“I:think it will have a posmve ‘

effect on students,” he said.

Student Nicole West 16, put it
this way: “I think thls rmght
knock a little sense into some
heads.”

safe frorn pdge Al

Operation ABC Mobilization:
America Buckles Up Children. -
“You can’t get away from us
even if ypu go to North Dakota,”
Brokas said.
- National organlzers say. that

" six of every-10 children killed in

teacher records, sp students

- .were sent home late mommg as

" scheduled.
* “The fire department saxd at

' no time was there gas in the

* building,” Sherman said. The
diStri;:t has procedures for ,such

emergencies, which were initiat-
ed Tuesday at Adams by Mike

" Holuta, assistant prlnmpal A
‘team came to the site from the
school district’s central office;-
including Superintendent Greg .
-Baracy, who spoke to students

RFAI)ER QERVI( E I_INF
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and staff. ’
“The kids were outstandmg,

Sherman said. “Their behavior
‘was exemplary The staff was
-very helpful.”

"The mcldent on school proper-

-ty, involved just under 800 stu-

~dents in sixth, seventh and
eighth grades. A note was sent to
‘parents of Adams students.

. car accidents are not properly

buckled up.-
Police can stop ‘Michigan

< m_otorists even if their only
offense is improper restraint of a =~

child 16 years old or younger,
_Brokas said.

“We're trying to save those

children who don’t have a choice
about buckling up when their
parents put them in a car,” he
said. “You see children standing

i

in the back seat or the front seat

"not buckled in. I don’t know
where these people’s minds are.”

- Brokas urged drivers to think

of what happens when theyﬂ

brake suddenly and cause per-
sonal belongings such as brief-
cases to get tossed around.

“Everythmg gets scattered
around,” he said. “That child 1s
like a bnefcase

In & formal announcement
Operation ABC organizers Sﬂld
national momentum is growing
for zero tolerance of unbuckled
children due to statistics show-
ing that “traffic crashes are the
leading cause of death and
injury to America’s children.”

“We’ll be putting out some
extra officers and concentratmg
_on afternoons and evemngs
Brokas said.

Brokas" warned that all»

motorists — not just those with
children - should buckle up.

Drivers with no children also . .

" will ‘be watched and ticketed for
seat belt violations, although

~ police will have to notice other
“traffic offenses for adults-only

vehicles.

“Ordinary citizens usually
commit about five traffic viola-
tions within a half hour,” Brokas
said. “If the officers really want
to get you, they can.”
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