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THE WEEK 

AHEAD 
Good sounds: Country 
'western music will reign 
supreme when the Waco 
Country Ba 1 id with Dean 
Stacy performs 6p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 8, in the 
Westlcuicl Cultural Soci
ety concert series. The 
concert will be.in the Per-
Jhrma rice Pavilion of the 
William P. Faust Public 
Library of Westland, 6123 
Gen fraI:City Parkway, 
between Warren and 
Ford. Free concerts, spon
sored by the Westland 
City Council, will contin
ue Sunday evenings 
through Aug. 22. The Bai
ley Center is the rain 
location for the summer 
conceiis. 

System would track train jams 
1 West land pol ice Sgt, Pe t e r Brokas h a s devel

oped an ear ly-warning ' sys tem to a l e r t 
moto r i s t s to b locked r a i l r o a d c ross ings . The 
signs would d i r ec t d r ive r s to a l t e r n a t e 
rou tes . 

BY DARRELL CLKM 
STAFF WHITER 
dclem@oo.homecomm.net 

Westland motorists angered by traf
fic j ams at railroad crossings may be 
the first in Michigan to benefit from a 

proposal to alleviate the problem. 
Local police Sgt. Peter Brokas has 

developed an early-warning system to 
steer motorists away from blocked rail
road c ro s s ings and on to a l t e r n a t e 
routes. 

Drivers approaching certain intersec
tions would bewarried of trains ahead 
by a flashing roadside light and sign -
similar to warnings about school cross
ings. 

"Basically we stole that kind of idea," 
Brokas said. 

Not quite. 
The nenv signs also w o u l d e o n t a i n 

arrows pointing drivers to a l te rnate , 
train-free routes. 

"I. think th i s is superb," West land 

City Councilwoman Justin^ .Barns.said 
of Brokas" plan. 

Westland is expected.to lead the way 
in implementing the proposal, although. 
Brokas said it's too curly, to say'when 
the first sensor-driven sign will go up. 

For how, a ci ty-hired •engineering 
firm will des ign B r o k a s " pi.in for 
$28,000. Wayne city,officials mid CSX 
railroad executives agreed to share the 
cost with.Westland. 

._. - — " ^ e a ^ T e e TRAIN~U 

City Hall: The Westland 
City Council will hold 
study sessions 6p.m. 
(TMP analysis of City 
Hall) and 7 p.m. (McDon
ald's development propos
al at northeast corner of 
Palmer and Wayne) Mon
day, Aug. 9. Sessions will 
be in council chambers at 
City Ha 11, on Ford west of 
Carlson. 

Fun for kids: Teen Night 
will be held 7-9:30pjn. 
Tues^iy, Aug. 10, at the 
Bailey Center pool, Ford 
west of Carlson in West-
land. 

^MM^LSMMM^^^SZIZZ 
Wdyne-Westldfid Board of 
Education will meet to 
•htnatri rari struct inn bids 
6:30 p. m> Thu rsday, Aug. 
12, at the board office, on 
Marquette east of New-
burgh in Westland. 
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BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 
jbrown@oo.homccomm.net 

•-.^Peen Sc<?oe*'is a cable show done . 
witn teens irv mind. There's a teen 
in front of the camera as well, 14-
year-old Jessica Berner. 

T h e Ladywood High School 
sophomore and others gathered at 
t h e Bailey Cente r pool T u e s d a y 
evening in Westland, taping part of 
the show. Sharing host duties with 
Be rne r is Wes t land Counci lman 
Richard LeBIanc. 

B e r n e r was . a p p r o a c h e d by. 
LeBIanc and former Counci lman 
and Mayor Richard Pickering, with 

-U^s 

STAH" r i i o i o s BV T<>>! HAftUl 

On air; Jessica Berner and Richard LeBIanc show style before the cameras. Producer Craig 
Welkehbach has the camera shown. 

LeBIanc giving Pickering credit for 
the show idea. 

uThis is the field I want to go into, 
telecommunications," Berner said. 
The new show's aim is / some th ing 
for .teens to watch that is actually 
good and positive." 

Tuesdays in the summer are Teen 
Nights at the Bailey Cente r pool. 
"This: happens to be a |50s night," 
sa id pbol s u p e r v i s o r Debbie 
Lindquist, who is Berner's mother. 

Debbie 
Lindquist, 

pool supervi
sor,leadsthe 

-^ZMmicing. 

The new cable show, done in 
cooperation with the city's WLND 
cable station, will run four or five 
times a year, Lindquist said, tit will 
a ir on Channe l 12 for MediaOne 
and Channel 10 for Americast sub
scr ibers . ) Teen Night was a good 
way to start, she added. 

Those producing the show hope to 
have i ts p r e m i e r e by 
Labor p a y . The first 
show will feature police 
Explorers from West-
l and , back to school 
fash labiiiuli.siroui J .b . ten- . 
ney at Westland Cen
t e r , t he Wi l l i am P. 
Faust Public Library of 
W e s t l a n d , a . J o h n 

• Those pro
ducing the 
show hope to 
have its pre 

fun,r she said, wearing her daugh
ter's 1950s:.EartVv Angels dance out
fit. Lindquist credited cable staffers 
from the city. 

"It's-basically them putting it on 
It's a great experience.". 

One h u m o r o u s e x c h a n g e has 
LeBIanc describing his 1970s Earth 
Shoes, which had a platii appear

ance, .and .soles tha t 
sloped down-to the heel. 
LeBIanc took it all in 
stride, adding he would 
have l iked such an 

" T . ; 

miere by Labor 
Day. 

action Tues
day at the 

Bailey Cen* 
teiuluring 

the taping. 

o p p o T t U SI l l Y 
Scene" in his •younger 
days. 

•"' T w e n t y : t w o y e. a r s 
ago 1 was" -a teen.'.said 

^ j j g r g High ^choot CQTtn^elor riis- _ the 1 ̂ /{j~CI trmv grmTn:ato: LCBUHJICV 
"tus.slng'JoBs of the future"anlr skat- "ne^v-.has": a. child at Glenn and 
ing .s ta rs Danielle and Steve Hart- another who : g raduated ' fromtin-
sell. ' . school.LeBFane w a s s u r p r i s e d at". 

Lindquist works in the, office at the .riuinber of kids- it she pool on 
•John"'Glenn;'and surveyed students Teen Night, par t icular ly younger 
there about their interests for ""Teen "tweeners." . 
Scene." "We were; amazed at all the _ . . 
Work tha t went into this, but it 's P l ease see SHOW, AG 

irit ofc 
BYDARKKLLCLUM 
SI'AFK Wan HR 
clclcm@oe.homccomm.iiel 

Westland Summer Festival volun
teers, hoping to rid the city's biggest 
event of political bickering, arc call
ing for a renewed spirit of cooperation 
with elected officials. 

Some event organizers and city offi
cials are longtime political enemies, 
and both sides claimed they .suffered 
disrespect at this year's five-day festi
val. 

"This animosity ... has got to s top/ 
festival Chairman Kenneth Mehl said 
las t week dur ing a Wes t land City 
Council meeting. 

Mehl offered to disband the festival 
board of directors if city officials indi
cate they don't favor the self-support' 
ing event. 

But some city leaders indicated, 
instead, that the two sides should try 
to settle 'differences. 

"J certainly think the festival is a 
real asset to our city," Councilman 
Charles "1'ray" Griffin said. 

T h o u s a n d s of people a t t end the 
s u m m e r fes t iva l , he ld J vine 30 
through July 4 lids year. 

They [lock .to a kickoff parade , a 
carnival, musical performances, fami
ly games and, finally, a'fireworks dis
play. Some former residents return 
home to enjoy the festival ~ a tradi
tion for more than two decades. 

Festival-goers! likely wouldn't have 
heard about thepolitical differences -
had they not surfaced publicly this 
VORi' ' ' ." 

Counci lwoman J u s t i n e Barns in 
July criticized festival organizers for 
failing to introduce dignitaries dvn ing 
a Miss Westland contest. • 

M e h l a l l uded to t h e c o m m e n t s 
Monday without singling out Barns, 
but he said the Miss Westland orga
nizer may have overlooked some for
m a l i t i e s due to the f e s t i v a l - t i m e 
death of her husband, 

"We didn't think that was the right 
thing to do," Mehl said of the criti
cism, 

Mayor Robert Thomas responded 
later that he was treated rudely when 
he showed up for the festival parade 
and asked where he belonged in the 
lineup. 

" :* * IMeaseHoe FCST, A2 

s reins 
Jul ie Brown has Iveen named, 

the new community editor for the 
Westland Observer. 

Brown will replace Beth Sundr-
la J n c h m a n . who res igned ' to 
spend t ime with her new baby 
daughter, 'Sophia; 

B r o w n , h a s . been s e rv ing , as 
inter im edi tor since May when 
Jachman took maternity leave, 

"I'm cer ta in ly excited about 
becoming-editor for the Westland 
Observer," said Brown, 40. "This 
is an exciting, vibrant community 

Si \\Y r i l l ' l i l K\ |n>l flAKI.M 

P l e a s e see EDITOR, A2 Julie Brown at Westland City Hal! 

Interim GM appointed 
Dick Brady, vice president for sales and marketing Ibr 

HoincTown C o m m u n i c a t i o n s Ne twork , has been 
appointed interim general manager of tin- Hi Observer 
cV-Kc'con-'trie newspapers, while continuing' to perforin 
his corporate duties,'according to Kichaid Amman, pres
ident and chief executive officer of IK'N. parent eomp.i 
ny of the Observer 1¾ Eccentric Newspapers. 

Sue Rosiek will continue to serve''as..puhh.<her oi the 
Observer newspaper group, including the Westland 
'Observer. 

Aejnian also ani'inun'*'od that by mutual ugivsT.a '\' 
Steve 'Pope has left his position as O&K grni-Kn imoi.tj 

mailto:dclem@oo.homecomm.net
http://homecomm.net
mailto:jbrown@oo.homccomm.net
mailto:clclcm@oe.homccomm.iiel
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ans at Cooper site 
BV MARIE CliESTNEY 
STAFF WRITER' 
mche8tney@oe.homecomm.net 

Efforts to come up with a sale price 
ai\d a plan for the Cooper school site 
have taken far longer than the 120 days 
originally agreed to by Livonia Public 
Schools and a local developer, Jonna 
Realty Ventures. 

An a g r e e m e n t s igned las t Dec. 14 
between the two has long expired, yet 
confidence still reigns that a deal lead
ing to development of the contaminated 
site in Westland can be reached by the 
end of this year. 

Using baseball terminology, Randy 
Liepa, the district 's assis tant superin-
t en dent for bu si ness, said negotiations_ 

' a re now "heading toward second base." 
"First base was determining there 

was an interest; second base is getting a 
purchase order; Third base is getting 
final approvals , funding, the DNR to 
sign off, the city to approve the plan.1' 

Some types of deve lopments ' - com
merc ia l , i ndus t r i a l and subdivision-
style homes with basements • - on the 
35-acre former elementary school site 
on Ann Arbor Trail already have been 
ruled put. • 

Condominiums are being considered, 
as well as such private developments as 
a child-care center or senior living facili
ty, Liopa said. Some type of recneationa! 
facility also has been previously men
tioned: 

Jonna has joined with both Jackson-
based Consumers Renaissance Develop
ment Corp. (CRDC) and the Honigman, 
Miller, Schwarz and Cohn'law firm .to 
possibly develop the site; under "brown-. 

Jlgld" legj^a^icjT^rjgsjfAjn^-ni^ by Ji 
Michigan Legislature, Until the logisla-. 
tion .was'passed, developers generally 
bypassed contaminated property, large
ly because of the high clean-up costs 
that came with it. 

CRDC Vice President Bruce Rasher 

Editor from pggeAl GM 

-called negotiations -"incredibly complex 
b e c a u s e of the n a t u r e of t h e s i te . " 
CRDC, a .nonprofit organization funded 
through state grants to promote "brown* 
field" development, serves as head of 
the team put together to put together a 
plan, for the Cooper site. 

:"At th is s tage , we st i l l have some 
market-sensitive information being dis
cussed," Rasher said. "This is a chal
lenge, bu.t'itV'not impossible. We need 
to have something that is acceptable to 
the community, profitable to the devel
oper, and protective of human health. 
As with.any development, it has to be 
consistent with the community's vision 

.of the property. 
^J! i^el iy iJ*eiui=diAi^s*^.H*gf 
users.". : ; ' - . ' . * 

Livonia schools closed Cooper 'school 
in 1991 after soil tests showed high lev
els of lead, cadmium, mercury and PCB, 
all from a dump once located on the site. 

The site is fenced-in and off limits to 

visitors. Right now, the school is used; 
for storage purposes and costs the dis
trict about $16,000 a year for utilities 
and minor maintenance> Liopa said. 

In 1998, an environmental company 
s tudied the soil and determined the 
property could be safely •developed, using 
such techniques as a permeable cap. 

Any development must be approved 
by the city of Westland. Rasher said 
Westland officials havebeen included in 
team meetings, and have backed some 
type of development through its Brown-
field Redevelopment Authority. 

"People are not the stumbling block to 
this project," Rasher said.; 

As p a r t of n e g o t i a t i o n s , Livonia 
u^h.lJAfana-Kavff Kfron t r y i n g hv_ 

come up vyith a sale price for the land. 
But t ry ing to determine the value of 
contaminated land apparently is not as 
easy-task. 

" t h a t ' s the bottom line; what 's the 
value of con tamina ted land?" Liepa 

from page A1 Train 

asked. "Wc must look at cleanup costs 
and figure it in the price of the land." 

"BrownfieidM legislation is a s t a te -
authorized way to revitalize land not 
being used because of envi ronmenta l 
contamination. In 1995, . the-Michigan 
Legislature substantially modified the 
"Environmental'Response Act, resulting 
in- a major change in the way liability is 
imposed for contaminated land. Liabili
ty is only imposed on those who a re 
responsible for causing the contamina
tion. 

Also; in 1996, the s t a t e gave new 
financial incentives to further encour
age the development of contaminated 
land. 

Westland has incorporated the Cooper 
site into its recfeveiopfnt*Trt=î ftî ===T4ife= 

.' plan allows Westland to use captured 
tax revenue to.''clean-up .and .redevelop 
the Cooper site and others. 

from page Al 

v/jth many fascinating stories to 
co^er. I'm pleased to be working 
with reporter Darrell Clem and 
o(her talented staffers." 

iClem has been covering West-
laud since 1991; • 

:fJulie's knowledge, experience 
and enthusiasm for community, 
journalism are what 's needed to 
b£ Westland community editor," 
said Susan Rosiek, publisher of 
the Observer Newspapers. 

. -"Julie has a pass ion for he r 
v/ork and will be involved in the 
community. 

i 'We va lue our r e a d e r s and 
a d v e r t i s e r s in t h e W e s t l a n d 
area, and I am pleased to name 
stich an outstanding community 
journalist to take the reins of the 
Westland edition." 

I Brown came to the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers in 1985, 
nt'ost r e cen t l y w o r k i n g a s an 
Observer copy editor beginning 
in 1992. She has also served as 

the Observer's Hea l th and Busi
ness editor and Plymouth/Can
ton Suburban Life editor. She 
began her journalism career at 
the Chronicle-Tribune in Mari
on, Ind. 

Brown has a bachelor of ar t s 
degree in journal ism from the 
Univers i ty of Michigan and a 
mas te r ' s degree in journa l i sm 
from the University of Missouri. 

Brown graduated from Birm
ingham Groves High School. 

She and her husband; Mark 
R e m b a c k i , l ive in P l y m o u t h 
Township. She is a member of 
the National Federation of Press 
Women/Michigan Press Women, 
the P l y m o u t h B r a n c h of t h e 
American Association of Univer
sity Women and Geneva Presby
terian Church in Canton. 

You can reach Brown at (734) 
953-2126, by fax at (734) 591-
7279 o r by e-mail at 
jbrown@oe.homccomiU;net. 
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er to seek other opportunities.' 
" R u n n i n g t h e Obse rve r & 

Eccentric Newspapers is one of 
the best jobs in the industry," 
Aginian said, "and we will begin 
an immediate search for a new 
general manager. In the mean
time. 1 am conlident the papers 
will continue, to move forward 
with the present management 
t eam unde r the l eade r sh ip of 
Dick Brady,'who has ably filled 
the O&E general manager's, role 
in the past." 

HCN C h a i r m a n Ph i l ip H. 
Power stated, "Our newspapers 
serve local readers and business
es in.their own hometowns with 
individually edited publications. 
Dick Brady ' s c o m m i t m e n t to 
that fundamental principle will 
serve us well during this transi
tion." 

"1 look forward to work ing 
with all my O&E colleagues and 
friends to produce and deliver 
the best community newspapers' 
for our readers and advertisers, 
and I welcome hearing from our 
customers," Brady said. 

O&E Interim General Manager 
Dick Brady can be reached at 
m-tr 95:1-2201 and 2252 us'well 
(is by. e-mail' at 
dbradytphoniccomm.net. 

• Sue Rosiek will con
tinue to serve as pub
lisher of the Observer 
newspaper group. 

READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail -_ ; 
> ReaderVcon submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor 

or make general comments iu an)' in^inbci ufoui-zne 
:";. via the Internet at-the following address: •"' 

v-nwtrwffi?oipiti?Te^cpnv7™' ._/ ..' _ ... _.: 

Homeiirte; 734-953.2020 : 

.>..Open houses ahd nevv development's in your area. 
->;riuti^ji'-LMdtL''^.llili)df1ff^rm^onr~ ^~ ~ 
>• Current mortgage rates. ' 

Classified After Hours:734-591 -0900 
> Place classified, ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 734.591-0500 
> If y6ii have a question .about home delivery 

or if you did not fccoive"yoyr paper, please 
•;. call one.of our customer s«rvicc: , 
• representatives during the following hours; 

Sunday: 8 a.m-.Nooa 

-Monday through-ffiday^-—^- -. 

iS J.UJ1 , U I L W K J I l -b-c.v<-.;i 

8:30.a.m,-5:30 p.m. 

O&^^D^l : ^ - - , 
^ You can access 6n-l.ine with just .''•'. 

•ab6i.il any communications software- ••' •'-•' 
; - PC or'Macintosh, Online users can: 

• Send and receive unlimited e:mail.- • •: 
. .,• Access all features of the Internet -' Telnet, 
• Gopher, WWW and more..'.'.[ 
• • Read electronic editions of the the ; 

Observer & Eccentric nrj\ysp.i[KHs. 
< :.« Chat with users across town or aifdss'tlie 

country. • , -.. - '; 

r\„ i ;rtrt M»tUr>n. '•i.i&.ski'i'.w&k-
V H ' k i o v i i w t m i v i . ^ . - ; . « • « » • »««v»w _ 

> If you need help, call theOnHine Hotline at . 
Ihe humber ai.jove. *;••-. ,'.-' 

Photo f^pr in ts^73091« 
>-' Order reprints of pictures that have been taken by our staff ph'otogfaphers: 

•; '• i'lovide the publication date, page number, and description of" the (iictute, 
; • which must have been published within trie past 6 _ months/. 
• f$20 for the first print, $?.50 for each additional print paid in advance 

", {check or credit card). . 7 - • • • ' 

- •''.••.:.''. T H E 

NEWSPAPERS 

/ L d j T J 
ViK G<n\f>! 
f iu - IUnce 
•'An'ird.-

Xilx. 

Brokas said the early-warning 
plan was developed after West-
land Police Chief Emery Price 
a sked h im to s tudy poss ib le 
ways of alleviating traffic bottle
necks at railroad crossings. 

"Some of these t r a i n s block 
c ross ings for a half hour and 
much longer at times," Brokas 
said. 

Me said he isn't Sure what it 
would cost to install an early-
warn ing system near ra i l road 
crossings. 

"I don't know It's never been 
done before," he said. "We can*t 
even b a l l p a r k it yet b e c a u s e 
there's been nothing like it." 

City officials, say the Michigan 
Depar tment of Transporta t ion 
already has indicated an interest 
in using the system elsewhere. 

"This can actually save people 
a lot of time," Brokas said. 

On Monday, Pr ice sa id he 
hopes the design phase will be 
finished within two months -
possibly allowing officials to seek 
bids soon for the first project. 

Approaching trains would set 
off the early-warning, sensor-dri
ven system, and Brokas said it 
would be sophisticated enough 
not to falsely alert motorists if a 
t rain stops before reaching the 
crossing. 

Brokas sa id W e s t l a n d 
/motorists currently face railroad 
backups on s t re tches of Glen-
wood and P a l m e r - b e t w e e n 
"Wayne and New-burgh in both 
instances - and on Cherry ilil! 
between Ncwburgh and Hix. 

Train warning signs in AVest-
la'.nd vfould a l e r t mo to r i s t ? 
approaching the following inter
sections: 

• Glenwood and Wayne. 
• Glenwood and Ncwburgh. 
II Newburgh and Palmer. 
• Wayne and Palmer. 
• Cherry Hill and Newburgh. 

Fest from page Al 

J h o m a s said even his mother 
no t iced the cool r e c e p t i o n 
Thomas received from festival 
organizers. 

"I felt like jus t leaving/ ' the 
mayor said, 

Fes t iva l o rganizers a l r eady 
have started attending meetings 
to plan next summer's festival, 
and Mehl asked why city leaders 
don't seem to get involved. 

"I've neve r been called and 
asked to do anything," Council-
woman Sharon Scott said of the 
current festival board. 

Mehl said festival organizers 
and city officials need to cooper
ate to have a successful event.. 

uWe have gotten big," he said, 
"and I think it's time for every
body to come together with this." 

Festival volunteer Sam Corra-
do told council members, "This 
festival, ladies and gentlemen, is 
a jewel of your city." 

Some council members agreed 
with Mehl that politics shouldn't 
overshadow the festival. 

Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
said residents and businesses 
benefit from the large turnout, 
and he expressed hope that polit
ical enemies can "maybe even 
bury a hatchet or two" next year. 

Council P r e s i d e n t S a n d r a 
Cicirelli agreed and concluded, "I 
don't think any of us wants to 
see the festival fall by the way
side." 

Mayor Robert Thomas 
Westland 

Bridging th& gbp a t 
-: .*; 
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u a C T J f l e A A e N T ' R f e s i p e r v c e s ' 

i x jesTtnrs io n 

Mark Your Calendars 
v - AUGUST IT -3:00P.fy1. : V 

'LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER'S " . 
Presenter -Wanda .Moon.- Alzheimer'sAssociation. : 

AUGUST 17 - 2:00 P;M.: 
,rVEFALL£N'& ICAN'fCETUr .-, 

Presenter.•- Marguerite Lt.nte.au - Guardian Medical Monitor 

AUGUST 2 4 - 2 : 0 0 P.M;: : 
COPING SKILLS FOR STRESS MANAGEMENT 
Presenter - Vivianne Germaine,.'DM.S.W. 

Hospice of Integrated Health Services 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO THESE 
— ~ -~———INFORMATIVE :tE CTVRES——-y~—-* 

REFRESHMENTS AND COMPLIMENTARY- GIFT 

39201 Joy Road • Just W. of Newburgh • Westland. 
7344549838 M 

lemtj 
•A-new charter school located in West Dearborn is 
taking applications for grades K-6, VVVA ofTers an 
enriched curriculum including foreign languages 

and culture. Character Education, Art, Music, and 
Physical Education are inteciral parts of tiiê riTiJEIMJl• 

Full day Kindergarten available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL (313) 274-9200 -

' Fax (313) 274^0062 

:̂::::1 

If it's important to you, it's 
ininni'fflnifA S I IP 

. *-*«JI.M~VJfc V M M V %t\P rsJ*%\/1 • 
This'is Sue M a s o n / t h e 

C o m m u n i t y Life a n d special edi tor of 
your h o m e t o w n newspaper . . 

It's her job to keep y o u In fo rmed 
every Sunday a n d Thursday a b o u t 
what 's h a p p e n i n g r i g h t w h e r e y o u 
l ive: . . •'. ,';.• ,.';•" - . ; • . - . . ^ . . ; ' . - • • : , .'-. 

Perhaps y o u have; a story that 
w o u l d f i t r i gh t i n to one o f these 
sections. Sue w o u l d like to hear 
abou t i t , :'•,'• 

t h e r e are four ways y o u can reach her: 
1 . e-mail l ier . (great ! ) . 
2. FAX her (also great ! ) . 
3. We like regular ma i l , t o o . 
4 . Phone her (if yo t i d o t i ' t m i n d voice 

mai l ) . 

O n e way or another , Sue-wil l be g lad to 
hear f r o m yo t i , 

THE 

NEWSPAPERS 

Part ol UornoTown Cofnrriunieatioris Netv,'ork,M 
-/^0^ 

Mail: 36251 SGhoblcraft, liVdnia, Ml 48150 e-mail: smason&oeJioniccomm.not 

*-*H.i 

M M M M 

mailto:mche8tney@oe.homecomm.net
file:///jw~l
http://p0cB.5r.ea
http://ccp.es
http://�ab6i.il
http://Lt.nte.au
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Clowning around: At left, , 
Genie Beanie the clown, 
who is Genie Favazza of 
Wayne, entertains Jarred . 
Sexton, 3, of Westland, 
having him put his hand 
through a string. At far 
left, L-MOE the clown, 
who is Mark Roderneyer of 
Livonia, holds Jeffrey 
Saad, 2 months old, of 
Dearborn Heights. Jeffrey 
was with his mother, 
Sandy Saad. Left below, 
Don Poison ofRed ford as 
Pockets the clown per
forms a skit with his part-
net] Rosie, who is Carol 
Smith of Plymouth. 

^ttSiS-VKlS^y 

r 
Jtfi&<**vl\-&- > 

C lowning around in a library used to get 
you "shooshed" by the librarian, but no 
more. The Clowns Around Redford 

came to the William P. Faust Public Library 
of Westland Tuesday. .( 

The group donated its time as part of the 
National Clown Week celebration held Aug. 
1-7. The free program was for all ages. 

Zany skits, jokes and stunts were includ
ed. Jolee Kenipf, head children's librarian, 
described audience response as "wonderful."' 

The library has hosted a number of musi
cians, magicians and other performers in the 
past. "Nothing with this number of perform
e r s . " said Joe Burchi l l . a s s i s t an t to the 
library director. 

There were about 10 clowns, both men and 

women , sa id c h i l d r e n ' s l i b r a r i a n Rob 
McCabe, adding t h a t the clowns' moving 
made counting difficult. McCabe said some 
75 kids, infant to age 12 or so, a t tended, 
along w-ith 50 adults. 

"It was very well-attended. I had a blast," 
he said. "It was a lot of fun. There was a lot 
of audience participation." 

Clowns, who were "beautifully dressed," 
told stories with props. 

"They had a lot of fun working with the 
kids," said McCabe. Storytelling, spelling 
games and magic tricks were featured-

"They conquered our h e a r t s , " he said. 
"Hopefully. thev"H come back next vear. A lot 
of fun." 

STATF P H O T * BT TOM HA'WISV 

Bullet misses 
woman, police nab 
suspect in shooting 

B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WFUTER 
dclem@oe.homeconxm.net 

A Belleville man spurned by 
his Westland girlfriend fired a 
.22-caliber revolver a t her after 
an argument escalated Thurs
day morning in her front yard, 
police said. 

The bu l l e t m i s s e d t he 
woman, and the suspect drove 
away from her res idence but 
was captured within 15 min
utes in Van Buren Township, 
Wfeiularid ;poiTse--jlst, M a r k 
Engstrom said. „..__.._-

The -incident occurred about 
9;45 a.m. Thursday on McDon
a ld , n e a r Middlebe.l t and 
A n n a n f t l i c n n \\\c r i t y ' g W i t h . 

• The woman told 
police that the man is 
married and that she 
had been dating him 
on the side. 

Engstrom said. "She told him 
to leave, and he got into his 
car, started it and shouted vul
garities at her. . 

• / S h e alleged that :he reached 
: u^^pr hie flrivfr's seat, •go.t a-
..22-.c-alibrir revolver, stuck, i t . 
out the window and aimed at 
h e r , " E n g s t r o m sa id . "She 
dropped to the ground, and he 
oKnt nt l ior A l io t i n>p 

east side. 
The suspect, described as a 

married man having an affair. 
was arrested after Van Buren 
officers stopped his 1997 Lin
coln; Engstrom said. 

Referring to a police report* 
E n g s t r o m said the i n c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d af ter t h e p a i r -' 
described as Wayne Assembly 
P lan t workers in the i r 4 0 s . -
argued. 

"She told him that she .didn't' 
-WTtnt-to-gee-h-mVr^Pti cy wer-e-
talking in the front yard, and 
t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n got loud," 

"He missed her and backed 
out. of the driveway and left." 

The woman told police tha t 
the man is marr ied and tha t 
she had been dating him on the 
side. 

''.'She apparently was tired of 
the situation," •Engstrom said. 
"She indicated their relation
s h i p was over b e c a u s e she 
didn't like the fact that .he was 
married." 

The suspect was in custody 
-Thuraday evening with erimu-
nal charges pending aga ins t 
him, Engstrom said, 

august 5-15 

pre 
season 

ACHIEVERS 
(MWWMI 

R o b e r t Dnvidsor i^of West-
l and h a s been n a m e d to the 
dean's list at Spring Arbor Col
lege for t h e spr ing s e m e s t e r . 
Davidson, son of Terry Davidson, 
is a junior studying, contempo
rary music ministry.-

10 IJL' mtfiieu tu. me not, liui 
t ime s t u d e n t s a re required" to 
have a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher. 

P e t e r P a u l N i e c k a r / . I l l 
ea rned a Ply.I). from Wes te rn 
Michigan University in sociolo
gy, The title of his dissertation 
was "All Things 'Considered: A 
Comparative Ca.s'c Study Exam
ining the Commercial. Presence 
Within Public Radio.*' 

Doctoral.degrees were award
ed nt the end of the spring ses
sion in June 

K e n n e t h M. H o n e y c u t t , a 
former s tudent at John (ilenii 
High School and Schoolcraft Col

lege, has returned to Michigan to 
tel l a r ea r e s i d e n t s about his 
experiences with the U.S..-Army. 

Honeycut t , a pr iva te , is the 
son of Michele \{. Pr ies t ley of 
Westland. Me is in the area tem
porari ly after vo lun tee r ing to 
:-.^1,,,,0 »,,1*1«-,»- 0 vj o o o i <> i A t* 1)1 V 
t> v> «. 4 I . s . , . . . v - . . ., , . - > . . . . . r 

Hometown Recruiter Assistance 
Program. Until he leaves for his 
first duty s ta t ion in Germany 
Aug. .15. Honeycut t will work 
with Army recrui ters in West-
land lo tel l you th about t h e 
advantages of Army service 

S ince he e n l i s t e d seven 
m o n t h s ago. Honeycu t t h a s 
learned basic soldiering skills at 
basic training and also received 
advanced indiv idual ized skill 
training. He was trained in the 
military occupational specialty of 
Cavalry Scout at .port Knox. Kv 
Honeycut t can he reached at 
f73.1V 729-0450 ur in person at 
the Westland Array Recruiting 
Station. 368-10 Poni Road 

ceramic bakew 
reg. $3.00 - 1.4, 

2.00^10.50 

Stock up on fall 
fashions for you, 

your family and 
your home. 

Birmingham • (24B) 644-6900 Livonia • (73-1) 591-7696 Rochester • (248) 651-6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Gift Certiftratos Complimentary Stiver GiU Box Jficobson's Charge 

.,.. J 


