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‘ Vandals strike' The

libr ary is seeking help in |

| fighting vandalism./A2

Chamber picnlc: 'They

came, they ate and they
- lear ned. Chamber of com-
“merce members and . |
guests enjoyed a presenta-
“tion on the police K-9 umt :
Tuesday /A3 . .

' Tall tales- They ve had

nicknames like “Tree,”

- “Jolly Green Giant,” “BLg .

Bzrd” and.“Stretch,” been

asked if they play basket-
‘ball and how the weather
s “up there.” But that’s
Only some of what ts faced
by tall people./B1

Fun-raising funds: Kelli

Sonquist is looking for a
few young professionals
interested in having fun,

raising funds for children
with disabilities and join-
| -ing Young Variety./B1

| “Angry At Home colummst

‘Joe Gagnon thinks a very
well-known “better living”
TV star is giving out bad
advice about home clothes

| dryers /D2

{ Music: Lilith Fair, this
weekend at Pine Knob

- “Music. Theatr e, celebrates |
| women in music./E1

BY DARRELL CLEM

. STAFF WRITER

dclem@oe homecomm.nct '

In a momentous step, Webtland
council members appear to be reaching
a-consensus for tearing down City Hall
and building a new one.

_._The-estimated puce tag: $13 8 mil-

hon

Durl‘ng a Iandmmk stud) sessxon ]

The 35-year-old City- Hall on Ford near Carl
| son could be torn down and replaced, follow-
ing a study session of city’ council members
[ ‘Monday. A new study points out numerous
. S . problems with the eurrent bulldmg |

' Monday' no opposntxon surfaced as

council members weighed the néed to
replace City Hall — a deteriorating, 35-

year-old building on Ford Road near .

Carlson.

“T don tlthmk the old. buxldmg is.as -

alvageqble as we'd like it to be Coun

- m}man Glenn Anderson said:

"~ A new study, unveiled \Ionday by
TMP Archltects pomts out ghrmg Clty

Hall problems A sampling

W Fire exits dont meet modern stan?
“dards. .

B The building isn't as RCCC‘ablblC‘ to

- disabled people as it should be under
— the Americans with-Disabilities Act. -

- A leaky basement poses persistent
problems due to the undmgtound
water table.

It would cost bl?.o million to reno-

vate and expand City Hall; TMP senior -

associate James Mumby said, “and

‘about the only thlng that would remain
‘\\ ould be the structural frame.”
Even as council members appear -
united on knogking down City Hall, ‘
they remain sharply divided on where T

.~ Fun for all:
Walkmg/ rid-
‘ing-in the rain §
~at the St. Joe |
block party are
- Debbie Bled-
‘soe and her 2:
year-old son, .

Jacob. Both
- St. Joe and
Lonnie Drive
in Westland
held block
parties this .
past Saturday.
“It went really
well, even
though it
ratned a little
bit,” said Lon-
- nie Drive
~organizer Jean
Pachota.

O STAFF Puero BY nrmu Mm‘m:u _

|ty Hall o tion

I l()mclo\m

LIERIEI 1Y l'\l( A CHLINS b l“l)l'l

: Puttlng you ln touch‘
with your warld -

| SEVENY-VEC£T$

. 1999 HomeTown Comimupications Netw ork, Jac.

a new{bi‘gger building should go.

Tax factor
Mayor Robert Thomas warned
against any plan that would require a
tax increase, which he said he.opposes.
Some council members believe a new
City Hall should remain near the

- southwest corner of Ford and Carlson —

where residents are used to it.

“[ believe this site is the best site in
‘town, period,” Councilman Richard -
LeBlanc said. He pointed out that
“TMP’s report. ai‘-o called the Pord Road
site "ideal ™ .

Counul\xoman Sharon. Scott in her

Please see COUNCIL 'A2

Semors

warned
of scams

‘BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER ,
dclcm@oo homecomm. net

An unhcensed 1oofor accused of.
reneging on a job after ha\mg taken
$1.600 from a 73-year-old Westland
woman, is serving 45 days in jail.

The 32-vear-old man also must

~arrange to repay the woman while he
15 in jail - or he will face another 13
davs behind bars

Darrvt K. Johnson of Melvindale was

sentenced Monday by Westland Dis-
trict Judge C. Charles Bokos after
pleading guilty to a misdemeanor
charge of operating without a license.
Unless Johnson repays the retired
woman. he faces the maximum jail
time allowed for a misdemeanor. Bokos -
said he hopes his decision will send a -
clear message to scam artists, _
“They will go tojail in this court.” he
said Tuesday durmg a telephone mtm

b Y lew. :

Iohnson (xcqped posaxble felony
charges from Wayne County prosecu-
tors because he had performed about

~one hour of work on the victim’s
garage, Westland pohco Sgt. Al Rams-
den said.

Police and court documont% gne thh
account of what hanpened:
The victim hired a roofer on \Imch

22 to replace old, ieaky roofing on hel
home and garage on Alberta, noltlm L‘\[‘ _

of Glenw ood and V umv

She gave him a \] 600 c]wck tm\ ard |

the 83,400 balance,

The woman's ch( ck was- cashed ‘the
next day, but the roofer didn’t show up
for work despite the victim’s repeated

: attempts to reach him by telephone.

She tried to call. Jolmson 10 times

.,'\h:ch 25 31, \'.hnle hm roof contnmed.
"~ to leak. : :

The \ntlm ﬁnalh waehed him on
April 10 and threatened to contact =
polm llﬂit‘\s he fixed: her m(;f He came .
toher uuu\( Aprii ln an(x plche(i mat. ‘

- shingles with her, :
\uo:dmg t6 police

We move it up two wooka and it %tn]l
“It's just. part of our tra- |

Gung ho* Homeowners |
have found what they can
- ~accomplish by wozkmg |

time sounds great, and-Saturday rains,” she said’

was such afv occasion f‘or St Joe’ dition.” i
nelghhom in Westland. . The-day meludod food and gamo 'lhe ,
They held “their. third mmuai blockjrfxre department came out. We-had -
party 3~11 p.m. “All three years it's rained. clown.” There were twist, Hul;ﬂ?oo;) and
on. us,” sdid organizer Kim. Niece. The. “llmbo conte%t% L

‘ N’_‘e.j'ghbofs gcﬁtihg together ’ﬁ_)'rta"gbod ‘

|| Party:

v—togeéhe% 7411

au:oums John—‘ .

. Obituanes

fun day

the Woodw md Dxeam (‘uube

pattv was moved to avoid a conflict wx{h .

| P]éa_se sce FUN, A4

The 45,360 -square-foot store will

~occupy two-thirds of a building that a
jjwtml drugstore chain, Phar Mox bmlt"

in 1992 an(l nLVeI uqed

we%t of Wnnon and Central Cltv Park-
“’vay ’
It will become the fomth Jo-Ann otc

Cos. of Columbug,; Ohio.
“We're real excited about it ‘\thnt
ten Stein developey J:\H Gould said

: _ﬁunﬂ again didn't show up as scheduled:

P]onse see SCAMS AZ; -

™k Phar Mor bu1ld1n Wlll house fabrlc su erstore
Rga} Estate - F4op g p
o Crosswerd .. - F6 | |
Jobs,‘ S L Ge T \ ) . . ‘ _ _\ 1
I S’ES SR H8 | By DARRELL (;LI-M e S It 's'a very posmve step forward . " Saginasw, I{owv)llv and Sholh\ Jo-Ann xpukm‘. oman Schuyler Kidd
Home ervxce C e WD) STAFF WRITER ' .‘qutlnnd Planning Director Tod K}hov *  However. parent company Jo-Ann  said the new store will areate 75 to 80
‘ “Automotlve Lo d8 delem@ag.homecomm. net ~said. “It will bxmg jobs to the communi-  Stores Inc. has 64 of its smaller, tradi- new jabs, including 25 to 30 full-time
-.lOpmlon o } - Al4:16 Jo Ann etc, a fabncs qnd crafts - ty.” . tional fabrics and o tis stores - about positions. She sapd, five or <ix ‘“*“ hd ‘”
. Calendar S B4 _ supmbtore will open for business this Jo-Ann ete (which’ qtands f'(n ‘experi- 15,000 5qumo feet each - in \lulug.m be in management.
s e e falkina long~vac(mt building near War- ence ‘the creativity,” not. et ce_te_ra) is  The company — the nation's kirgest The company will accupy “the bulk nf
: ;lSports i Cl 2| ren and Central City Parkway, city and expected to open for business in Octo:  fabric and craft retailer - will leasé the  the former Phar-Mor building, but
IR IReaI Fstate el el i F_l ~ company officials confirmed this week. - “ber.in a large vacant building south-  Westland huilding from Schotten htom Gould said mhor ‘possible” tlpna_m\ v

may use some of the space.
e de clme(l 1o name pot( ntm] ten-
angs, o '

‘\1011fin%' B 1’101150 seo PHAR MOR, ;\2';

. supmstme m ,Mlclng,zm ()th.en; fn,e in
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Mclonald s seekzng czty break on d velopment

a STAH« WRITFR N
» dc!em@oe homecomm net

McDunald's real t‘Ht ate represe ntative Johnny
© Adkins pledged 1o discuss the issue with corporate
“ofticials and report back to the eity.

Councilman Glenn Anderson \\,unvd that the news

(hrcctlv to tho nmth
“I belicve it will'definitely improve that corner.
Councilman Richard LeBlanc said Monday during

McDonalds Corp. bhas diselosed plans to 10dwolop_' talks between city nﬂxqmls and \lcl)mmld s represens

o e e e et B a dllﬂ[)l(]'ltcd corner in Westland, but city officials - tatives. _ project may ’“"i"‘ on \I(”O““id s willipmess to coop-
o ; o 1. may balk \nﬂpcq the ‘company. cl(\an‘; up 'mothm Slt(‘ Bt ¢ity oﬂumh ~.t10ngl\ «uy;r(‘\itml lho_v will snub  erate.
B Kt =174t nb'mdom'ﬁ b R e L -~ the plans unless McDonald's cleans up another West- AL agreed that tln company's pl ans for the
hi(-l)onnl(lg \vnntg to d(\]n()hgh one ()f ltS (s\([gtn]p (llld Hlt(‘ It dhdnd()l\(’l‘ on ‘\1(‘1“11].\!\ R(\d(] nmlh ”f ]’.1|mm \\ AV area W Ul.llll reimove an eCVesore h\
restaurants and a vacant bank on the northeast cor- Van Born. ! ~ demolishing a former NBD branch.

LeBlane said the former bank “looks hike garbage.”
MeBDonakld's has baught the property.

The company would build o 3.900-square-foot
rextaurant, and it wouldn't inchude a ehatdren’s play

"It looks trashy,” LeBlane savid of a deteriorating
*hmldmp that still stands on the site. ,
Councibnan David Cox said he would - I(‘;‘ln.\‘ want
~that building on Merriman taken down™ hrfore he
would seriously consider the company's plins for

6‘ ' 53174 10011, 6 Palmer and Wayne, “coo DEVELOPMENT, A

‘ner of Palmer and Wuvno thon bnil(l new ;zoldon
~arches on the site. '

The restaurant would move closor to thv Pnlmv
© Wayne intersection, and the company would ‘seck a

suitable tenant for a sccond, newly planned building

Please
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’l‘he Public berary of West—

“for information that will identi-
Iy and apprehend the person or
| persons who vandalized the
“Faust’ Reading Room. The
upholstery on a sectional couch
and three armchairs was
apparently slashed with a
‘razor ‘blade or razor knife
‘between 5-9 p.m. \Ionday ,
“We're concerned said Jo¢
Burchill, assistant to the
‘Hibrary dnector “This is the

someone has vandalized the
| library furniture.” The . previ-
ous incident cost the library

will cost more.

| “Not only is 1t a matter of
fmdmg and purchasmg
T S .

lerary flghts
vandalism W1th

$200 reward

land is offering a $200 reward

second time this year that

about $1,500, but this time. it “

replacement _‘fabnc, but also

one-of staff time in reporting

the incident and overseeing the
reupholstery and replacement,”

- Burchill added. “This is money
that could have been spent

pmchasmg books CDs or cas-
settes.”

‘The library Wlll ‘continue to
try to thwart any vandalism,
he said. “This is the age of
technology and we are consid-.
ering several options.”

asked to inform library staff if

“they should see anvtbmg suspi-

ClOU\

Indlviduals with information
regarding the vandalism
should contact Burchill at the

. l‘ibmry,l (734)326-6123.

In the.
‘meantime, all patrons are

- ings about these cases,”

“Harold Cannell
| 27532 Ford Rd.
"l GardenCity .

*-' | ‘_7‘34742_5;41‘00,

LTATE FARM

‘llH.UlA:).(‘C‘&

N ow Get A Discount On Car
- Insurance Without Getting A
~ Discount On Service.
Get the details on how you may save up to 30%.
See one of these good neighbor agents:

— Westland —

Gary Druchmak Dick Lepak ~© Bob McClellan
34825 Ford Rd. 29129 JoyRd. 6211 N. Wayne Rd.
~ Westland Westland ~ Westland
734-595-0300  734-427-9020 734-326-6604
~ Teleese Nobles Len Norway Mike Simons
1011 Merriman Rel. - 8623 -N. Wayne 2012 5. Wayne Rd..
Westland “Rd., Suite 108 . Westland
734-728-3080 Westland = 734.722-1670
| © o 734-261-0520

- ‘Cardeh City —-

Lisa Lindbloom -

6215 Middlebelt Rd.

Garden City

7342613111

| Like a good nelghbor State Farm is there

State Farm Mutual Automoblle Insurance Company (ot in NJ)
State Farm lndcmnny Company (Nj) » Home Ofﬁ\c& Bloomlngton illinots

Bz g

| scams flompageAI

.but ca]led the woman on Apr il 20
f and asked for money to buy roof-,

ing materials. He allegedly told

her that he already. spent the“
$1,600. |
~ Rather than give: more money,'

the woman agreed to order mate-

~ yials, have them delivered to her
home and deduct the cost from -
+ the project’s overall tab.

The materials arrived April 23

and Johnson showed up for work

three days later, laboring far an

hour on the garage. The woman
told police he never returned. «

The victim “believes that‘he
never had any intention of doing
the work for her, and just took
her money because she is an old
wontan who can’t fight back,”
according to police documents. -

The woman hired another con-
tractor to fix her roof and pur-
sued charges against Johnson.

*] really do have strong feel-

Bokos said Tuesday.
“There are so many of these

~incidents where people are com-

Judge -

The. retnee on Albelta ploba-

| bly gave the money trusting (the

roofer) to complete the work,”
the judge said. “Not only did he

not have a license to do that kind
of work, but he also had been
. ‘conv;cted before of obtammg

money under false pretenses.”

It -wasn’t clear whether John-
son had served jail time on these
earlier charges.

Bokos said residents, particu-
larly elderly people, should be
alert to posmble home-repair
scam artists.

Sgt. Ramsden offered thls
advice:

M Get more than one estmlate
for work. ’

B Call the Better Business
Bureau to see if it has informa-
tion on the contractor.

B Ask contractors for refer-

~ences and phone numbers.

“If they won't do that, they re
not reputable,” Ramsden said.

Police Lit. Marc Stobbe also
said residents, when possible,

s}muld hire contractors who will"

ing to people’s houses and’ takmg__complete their work before seek-

~ money for landscaping.and
. repairs and not_showing up."A-
lot of unsuspecting people have

1ng payment.
A 1ot of contractors wxll allow

" you to pa) when the work is

fallen nctlm to these kinds of completed Stobbe Sald

scams.’

The Veterans of Forei‘gn.Wars
are sponsoring an American Red

Cross blood drive. It will he 2-8
p.m. Monday, Aug. 16, at Bova -
.Engineers VFW Post 9885, 6440

Veterans of Foreign Wars lan
‘Monday, Aug. 16, blood dmve |

HIX Westland Appomtments
arentneeded

For information, call (734)
728-3231. E :
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West Vlllage Academg-

A new charter school located in West Dearbornis =}
takmg apphcanons for grades K-6. WVA offers an
enriched curriculum including foreign languages
, an(l culture. Character Education, Art, Music, and
Ph) ‘sical Education are mtegral parts of the program |

Full da) Kmdergarten avallable - L

. rOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL (313) 274- 9200
Fax (313) 274-0062.
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cou “cll ﬁom page AI

ﬁrst publxc statement supportmg
a south-of-Ford site, said, “I
think I'd like to keep tlns as the
center of the city.”

But others want a new Clty
Hall built somewhere north of
Ford Road where special tax rev-
enues, already in place, would
pay for construction. .

“I think it’s time to go off thls
site,” Councllwoman Justine
Barns said.

She compared a move to a
homeowner buying a better,
house, and she said city officials
can’t kéep spending money on’
“patch jobs” for an old City Hall.

Councilman Charles “Trav”
Griffin migsed Monday’s session,
but he also has voiced strong’
support for using Tax Increment

- Finance Authority dollars —
"already in place — to build a
north-of-Ford City Hall. ‘

A new building north of Ford
would likely be more expensive.
Mumby said the hHigher price tag

of $14.3 million for construction. -

also doesn’t include’ the cost of
buying 10 to 12 acres ofland

To, further complicate matters
council members remain vehe-
mently divided on whether they
should spruce up the 20-year-old
Bailey Recreation Center, behind
the current City Hall, or build a

‘new, multlmillion-dollar center

elsewhere.
“The Balley Center is kind of

-in the same canoe that City Hall

is in,” Councilmah David Cox

‘said.

A recreation center dec1snon
officials concede, would have far-

reaching im'plications’ on possible

‘,c1ty d(,velopment plans south of

Ford.

- “That will l\m(l of drwc what = !
we do with City Hall,” Mayor 1
Thomas said. :

~ LeBlanc said '[‘uesday that he :
envisions a plan for upgrading

the Bailey Center and bulldmg a
new City Hall near what is now
the site of Westland’s central fire
station at Ford and Carlson.
" Officials agree the fire station
needs work, LeBlanc said a new
station could be built west of the

police station, on Ford Road -

property the city already owns.
Mumby, meanwhile, said a
new City Hall would accommo-
date some departments that are
now housed away from City

" Hall, specifically -in buildings on

Marquette near Newburgh.
Mumby estimated that a new
City Hall should be

the existing 21,631-square-foot

" building. . , B
.But many. qumtmna are unre-

solved Would City Hall remain

" in use during construction’if a R
. new:building were to be built -
south of Ford? Would. city offices

relocate temporarily d!)(l if so,

where? .
- Off:cml‘; say it's uncertam
when those questioens will be .

answered —or when a specific
plan will come up for a vote.
After Monday's meeting, how-
ever, city leaders seemed encour-
aged that they appear to agree -

at least — on the need for a new

City Hall.

I think it's a huge step in a
direction,” LeBlanc said. “I also
hope it’s a huge step in the r:ght
dlrectlon

Phar-Mor ﬁom page 4.]

Jo- Ann etc — based in Hudson,
Ohio - will fill a vacant bulldmg
that Westland officials have con-
sidered an eyesore since Phar-
Mor abandoned plans to occupy

~ it in seven years ago.

“It was.-never finished,” Kilroy
said. “The shell of the building
was put up, but it was never fin-

E ished.”

Jo-Ann etc already has met all
city requirements such as get-

‘ting site plan approval Kilroy

said.

The compeny has been com-j
pleting interior 1mprovementq
and, according to Gould
nearly set to move in.”

Jo-Ann etc stores are three :
times larger than the traditional

company stores. They feature
expanded fabric and craft prod-
ucts. educational programs and
new custom services.

““The Jo-Ann ete concept is
designed as an entertainment
destination for sewing, craft and

~home decor enthusiasts through

samplings, displays, demonstra-
tions, and classes and workshops
for people of all ages and experi-
ence levels,” Jo-Ann Stores Inc.

president Alan Rosskamm said
in a statement lssued by the

company.
“It’s an exciting concept for
fabric and craft enthusiasts in a

‘megastore setting — a first in

this $10 billion sewing and craft
industry,” he said. ‘
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