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Rescued boy's mom advocates CPR training, A4 
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TODAY 
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Buddies: Thesecond 
annual Buddy Walk, held 
Saturday in Westland's 
Central City Park, helped 
those with Down,syn
drome and their loved 
ones lead better lives, pro
ceeds support research 
and other efforts. /A3 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Varoooom! They're a biker 
club that doesn 't fa vor 
beer guzzling and long 
hair.: They prefer to ride 
as a group to area ice 

_cream parlors and devote 
their spare time to chari
table work. These motor-
cyclists defy the Hell's 
Angels stereotypes. 
They're the Gold Wing 
Road Riders Association, 
ChapterH./Bl 
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Comfortable convergence: 
A Franklin residence 
shows the distinctive 
beauty of the Arts and 
Crafts style. / 0 8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

On stage: The Theatre 
Company opens its season 
with "Death of a Sales
man."/El 

Television: Documentary 
focuses on the roles pho
tography has played in 
American social life /EX 

REAL ESTATE 

The big three: Meet the 
new presidents of our 
major real estate 
boards/fl 
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Teens make slight MEAP gains 
Wayne-Westland educators are concerned 
about MEAP results, in which almost one-
third of llth-graders failed to earn state 
endorsement in math. Students have made 
slight gains over 1998 results* 

BY DAKRELL CLEM 
STAFF, WRITER 
dclem9oc.homecomm.net 

Nearly one-third of Wayne-Westland 
high school juniors failed to score high 
enough on the last Michigan math test 
to ea rn a state-endorsed diploma for 
that'subject 

New state test results also show that 
large percentages of local llth-graders 

fell short on state endorsements in 
reading, science and writing, 

On a br ighter note, juniors who 
failed to earn diploma endorsements 
after taking Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program tests in May will 
have two more chances this year -
their senior year - to paws the exams, 
school officials said. 

Not all MEAP results proved gloomy. 

The percentage of nth-graders earn
ing state endorsements in math, read
ing and writing war.highef 4n 1999 
than in 1998,,'as Wayne-Weatland Btu-" 
dents made slight gains in the wake of 
curriculum improvements. 

"It does take time," Sam Barresi, 
assistant superintendent of instruc
tion, said, -

Students earn state endorsements in 
math, reading, science and writing by 
"exceeding" Michigan test standards 
(Level 1), "meeting" them (Level- 2) or 
demons t ra t ing "basic" knowledge. 
(Level 3). 

Otherwise, they fall into Level 4 and 
receive no endorsement. 

A breakdown of MEAP results for 
John Glenn and Wayne Memorial high 
schools wasn't available early this 
week - but it should be ready early 
next week, Barreai said. 

District results 
Diatrictwide, juniors made one of 

their strongest gains in reading, where 
the percentage of students earning 
state endorsements jumped 5,8 percent 
in 1999. 

"It certainly is a real positive - that 5 
percent," Barresi said. *We are looking 
for this kind of trend to continue." 

Most Wayne-Westland students take 
' Please se*e MEAP. A2 

Observe: 
Second-
graders 
Eliza
beth 
Alley 
and 
Scott 
Snider 
feeljhe 
moisture 
inside 
the cup 
after 
perform
ing a 
science 
experi
ment 

-with 
water at 
Wild-
•t i ifttr\ r i 
C*/ XJXSlub 

Elemen
tary'-
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Young scientists go exploring 

• «174 

BY JULIE BBOWN 
STAFF WRITER 
jbrowndw. homecomm ,n«t 

The students at Wildwood Ele
mentary School were learning 
the steps of the scientific 

process. Teacher Diane Teichman 
• •guided"'the way for the second-
graders, showing the differences 
among liquids, .solids and gases. 

"It was cool," said Alex McNellis, 7, 
when the experiment ended. He liked 
putting a cup over warm water and 
seeing water vapor result. 

^his past Monday morning, the 
student* started by .paihiig-up with 
their partners. They then'^ot their. 
netri dishes. , 

1'',••,• n it was ice, what was it? It 
vas sv solid," Teichman said of the 
petri dish contents. Some dishes had 

it}-other* i*othing-vi*ibte to 

the eye, prompting a discussion of 
evaporation. 

"Good scientists observe every
thing," said Teichman, now in her 
33 rd year of te-aching. "What do you 
see, anything? Let's watch carefully." 

Water vapor, a gas; developed in 
cups inverted over warm water. The 
Wildwood students did a fine job of 
describing what'they saw. 

"Moisture. OK. Good words we're 
using,"the teacher said. The lesson 
came from a science kit new to the 
Wayne-Westland district this year. 

Principal Kurt Tyszkiewicz spent 
gome time with the class, observing 
what they'd observed. He agreed that" 
students as young as kindergarten 
benefit from science lesaons. 

"Very important," said Tyszkiewiez. 
Those are the kinda of things that 
are hands-on " _...,... ; 

Learning: Tina Groves (left) 
and Shelby Lawsohy second-
graders at Wildwood Elemen
tary, took part in a science 
experiment with warm and 
cold water. 

BY DAKRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclefnAfw».'hnifM»«v>mfn.net 

A Westland City Council candidate 
Monday angrily accused three incum
bents of election-season political grand-
standing on city cable station WLND. 

Nine-time candidate Dorothy Smith 
sharpiy criticized a program about 
Westtand redevelopment that featured 
council members Charles "Trav" Grif
fin, David Cox and Justine Barns. 

"It turned out to be a campaign 
stand, and I'm going to tell you right 
now - I resent thai," Smith s»nid tlurmj-
a council meeting. 

Smith blasted the latest 'Our Town" 
council program as self-congratulatory 
as Griffin and Cox campaign for the 
Nov. 2 council election. 

Barns isn't seekAg re-eln uon but is 
supporting Griffi« and Co*. 

Smith said she and fiv<.. other council 
hopefuls should be given equal ;»ir 
time. Other candidates include incum
bent Glenn Anderson and challengers 
..Limes God bout, David James, Michael 
Ke'hrer and'.Michael Rintz.. 

Please see BLASTS, A6 

BY DAHREIX CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dciem@oe.hom<^omm, net 

An 18-year-old Westland father is 
accused of brutally beating his 8-week. -
Old daughter, who is in critical condi
tion at University of Michigan Hospital 
in Ann Arbor. 

Cecil Williams was arraigned Sun
day on first-degree child abuse charges 
after police said he admitted to 'heating 
the baby "because.it wouldn't stop cry*.' 
ing," police Sgt. Michael Terry said, 

Please see ftABY, A4 
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STAFF WRITER 
jbroir-o©oe.hom<-coiT-m.net 

You're encouraged to turn off yOur 
TV set Thursday, Oct 14, From 6:30-
9:30 p.m., the fifth annua.1 "Turn Off 
the Violence" program for families will 
be held at the Bailey Center and Cen^ 
tral City Park in Westland 

Its purpose "is to ask families to turn 
off their television one night/come 
together as a family," said Margaret 
Mart in, therapeut ic and program 
supervisor for Westland Park* and* 
Recreation. Families are encouraged to 
work against violence. 

I t s rewarding to pull together 600-
?00 kids for an activity, snaid Robert 
Kosowaki, Westland Parka and Recre
ation director. "They can't beat it any
where, just a great program. We're able 
to put on quite a show," he said. 

The eYettt is sponsored locally by the 
Mayor's Tank Force on Family Enrich* 
ment. It's aimed at the who]e family 
and ha<t in the past attracted those of 
all ages 
•This year will feature an inflated 

Titanic for youngsters to climb on and 
arouftd 'It's really big," sa^d Martin, 
adding that there will be an inflated 
obstacle course » 
*Thia y T »fl1 alsoiaaiure hay ndes 

courtesy of Wayne County Park** and 

Recreation, Rider's Hobby Shop of 
Livonia will do an astronomy program 
with telescopes. They'll have informa
tion about looking at the stars," Martin 
said. 

Wayne County is providing an out
door stage, which will feature perform
ers including the Earth Angels. MB2 
Boys and Yo-Yo Universe pros, 

Westland's Police Department will 
provide a police dog, Drug Abuse Resis
tance Education game* and emergency 
vehicle*, The Explorers will offer food 
and help with activities 

The Fire Department will provide 
emergency vehicles and an indoor 
obstacle course, Marine Safari will 
have exotic animals, the Westland City 
Council refreshments, and the West-
land Rotary and Toarmina's Pi is z a will 
bring pizza. 

State Rep. Eileen DeHart ( D-West-
land> and the Civitans will have a 
"Kids Around the World' activity First 
Step will offer "Hands Are Not for Hit 
ting." Home Depot will have pumpkin 
paint ing and Jump.-A-Ratna group 
games There will he art* and (.rafts 
tables, along with TnCity Sqals teach 
ing bocci 

U'rfited CVn-'hral Palsy will have fi 
football pass, and the f>«d> AihlH-n' 
CJ ub of W e a 11 a > i d b a rr e 1 r a c I ng O i r i 
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Homecoming fun 

mm vmm* m AVAKIK utMtn-k 

Memories: Monica Cyorke 
(queen > and her escort, 

Andrew Gliesman, enjoy 
homecoming at Lutheran 

High School'West land. Ryan 
Noel was named king. At 

right. Brendan Knorp, choir 
and band director, directs the 

nuirchmg hand. For more, 
please sec Page A4 
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Livonia district officials pleased with MEAP participation level 
BTfflCHAKDPEAlL 

mmwvtm 
Like their counterparts across 

Michigan, Livonia high school 
student* and their parents know 
a good Thing when they see it. 
: With as much as $2,600 in 
scholastic scholarships per stu
dent being tied by the state into 
performance on the Michigan 
Educational Assessment Pro
gram teat,, district students are 

back in force as MEAP-takers 
After a big downturn in partic

ipation in 1998, almost 77 per
cent of secondary school students 
in the district took the MEAP 
last spring, compared to 47. per
cent in 1998. 

District officials were happy 
with what they saw, even though 
the results released last week 
pertained only to the mathemat
ics, reading, writing and science 
tests. The newest category, 

social studies, will be released 
around the end of this month. 

"We're very satisfied with the 
change in the participation rate" 
by student*, said Allan Edwards, 
a research and evaluation spe
cialist in Marlene Bihlmeyer's 
district curriculum department. 

He said 1998 was the first year 
Livonia "ever experienced that 
kind of low participation rate. 
We're happy to aee it back up* to 
a closer representation of the 

statewide MEAP participation. 
Although this year's percent

age of students statewide who 
took the METtP was not avail* 
able^Tast year's was about 75 
percent of enrollment. 

As for how Livonia's students 
compare with the rest of the 
state in earning the all-impor
tant MEAP endorsements for 
good performances - a must for 
scholarships or even gaining con
sideration for them - the dis

trict's pattern is "parallel to that 
of the state," said Edwards. 

Both the district and state 
showed a alight increase in the 
total percentage of Level 1-2-3 
endorsements compared to last 
year. Asked about showings by 
subject matter, Edwards said the 
office is "still in the process of 
trying to do an analysis of some 
of these" because it has "not had 
time to do that-" 

But in general, there were 

increases in math, reading and 
writing, while science was down. 

Because the state assigned 
some Livonia students' writing 
test scores to the wrong schools, 
the district isn't releasing any 
results until after the corrected 
information is received, Edwards 
said. 

"Because those were inaccu
rate, we chose to hold all of them 
until we -get the corrected 
reports," he said, 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
MICHIGAN 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN th*t w«J*d proposal* will be nctrivcd i t the 
Office of the City Ckrk, in the Cms Center, 8000 Middkbelt Road, Guden 
Crt* Michican 48135-2499, (734) 525-8314 an or before wrCMWf***, 

, for the following item. 

! • » STREET TOSS PLANTING PROGRAM 

Proposal* must be. submitted on forflu furnished by the City Clerk, in * 
•salad envelope endorsed with the iuune<s) of item(a) bid, 

The City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids in whole or is 
port and to waive any informalities when deemed in the best interest of the 
City. 

ALLYSONM.BETTIS 
TreaeureWCity Clerk 

7,11 

MEAP from page Al 

the dreaded MEAP teats, unlike 
some district* where many 
pupils in recent years protested 
the program by missing exams. 

But participation is up 
statewide and in districts like 
Livonia following news that 
$2,600 state scholarship* will be 
tied, in part, to MEAP results. 

"That's enticed some people to 
take the exams," Barresi said. 

Allan Edwards, a research and 
evaluation specialist in Livonia's 
^mrrirnUim department, agreed 
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that participation will increase 
"now that scholarship money is 
definitely going to be tied to 
this." 

Wayne-Westland officials have 
consistently encouraged students 
to take MEAP tests, which 
administrators say provide only 
one indicator of how the district 
and its students are performing. 

"OUT building administrators 

and our teachers do a very com
mendable job of getting our stu
dents to take the test," Barresi 
said. 

Following are some observa
tions of this year's llth-grade 
results: 

• In every subject, Wayne-. 
Weatland had more failures than 
the State as a whole. In 11th-
grade math, for example, 31.2 
percent of Wayne-Westland 
juniors fell short of state 
endorsement^ compared to only 
18.9 percent statewide. 

• In reading, 27.1 percent of 
Wayne-Westland juniors didn't 
earn a state endorsement, while 
72.9 of local llth-graders per
cept did. 

• In science, 30.8 percent of 
Wayne-Westland juniors fell 
£hort of the state endorsement, 
while 69.2 percent earned it 

B In writing, 22.1 percent 

. . . . . . ^ . i ^ ^ ^ ^ M i M M M M W I H n l ^ W 
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Observer Newsroom E-Mail _v 
> Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories letters to the editor 

or make general comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail 
via the Internet at the following address: 

newsroom •oeonl ine.com. , 

Homdirte: 734-953*2020 
_™—;,,.;..., i . , , , , i , : . , , - , ; „ „ — _ „ : - j — : : , 

> Open houses and new developments in your area, 
> Free real estate seminar information. 
> Current mortgage rates, 

Classified After Hoots: 734-591 -0900 

> Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 734-5914)500 
> If you have a question about home delivery 

or if you did not receive your paj*f, please 
callooe of our customer service 
representatives during rite folfowing hours; 

Sunday: 6" a.rn.- Noon 

jytowfay throygh Friday: 
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

OWE On-l ine; 734-591 ̂ 0500 
" . " . - • • - " - " T • — • - ^ - — ^ — 

> You can access On-line with just 
about any comrnoolcaliorti software 
- PC or Macintosh. On-Lineusers can: 
• Send and recwve unlimited e-mail, 
• Accea ali features of the Memet - Telnet, 

Gophetf WWW and more, 
• Raid electronic edition* ofthe the 
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failed to earn a state endorse
ment, coinpared to 77.9 percent 
who received it. 

• Compared to the Livonia 
diatrictk which Bervee northern 
Weatland, the Wayne-Weatiand 
district performed much worse in 
most subjects. One example: only 
14.9 percent of Livonia's juniors 
fell short of a state endorsement 
in reading, compared to 27.1 per
cent of Wayne-Westland lltH" 
graders. 

Seeking solutions 
Studying this year's results, 

Barresi said administration offi
cials will address problem areas 
by meeting with building princi
pals, faculty and department 
heads to find ways for improving 
instruction. 

Officials also will look at the 
district's four middle schools to 
determine what programs are 
best preparing students for high 
school success. 

Finally, officials will continue, 
to stress the important of writ
ing and problem-solving in all 
curriculum areas, Barresi said. 

Results for one subject area, 
social sludii?*, aren't ready VKI 
"but should be released latjer this 
fall, Barresi said. 

Some parents and students 
fear that missing out on state 
endorsements could signal prob
lems getting into colleges and 
universities. 

But Barresi said higher educa
tion institutions look at many 
other areas of student achieve, 
ment, such as ACT/SAT scores, 
grade point averages, courses 
taken in high school, and 
extracurricular activities, among 
others. . 

For getting into college, how 
important is a state endorse 
roent on a diploma? 

"I do not believe that it's a 
make or break situation," Bar
resi said, 
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N o w Get A Discount On Car 
Insurance Without Getting A 

Discount On Service; 
Get the details on how you may save up to 30% 

Sec one of these good neighbor agents: 

Gary DrudNiiak 
34825 ford Rd. 

Westland 
734*595^300 

— W e s t l a n d 

Dk&iepak* 
29129 joyRd. 
. Westland 

734-427-9020 

ItkatHdAt* 
1011 MerrimanRd. 

Westiand 
734-728-3000 

i-Nocwa -̂
8623 N. Wayne 
Rd,# Suite 108 

Wesriamf 

734*2614520 

BobMcClellan ~ 
6211 N; Wayne Rd. 

Westland 
734.326-6604 

Mik* ttmnnt 
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2012 S.Wayne Rd. 
Wesltand 

734-722*1670 

> G a r d e n C i t y -

rtaroMCanmr Uw Imdbkxmi 
27532 FoidRd. 6215 MMdtebelt Rd. 

CwdertCity GaftfenCity 
734425^4100 734.201.3111 
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Saturday in park helps good cause 
BYJULBBIOWN 
STAT* mem 
JlMwllwMklKMMOOmmjMt 

It may hav« b « e n a walk in the 
park, but the causa was good and 
p a r t i c i p a n t s ' h e a r t s were in the 
right plac«. 

The occasion w a s t h e second 
a n n u a l Buddy Walk of the Down 
Syndrome Support Group of West
ern Wayne County- Its aim: "To pro
mote acceptance , a w a r e n e s s , a n d 
advocacy of all people with Down 
syndrome," said Loren P a r k e r of 
Plymouth Township, t reasurer •(IOC* 
reiary of the group. 

Participants met Saturday, Oct. 2, 
in Westland's Central City Park for 
the three-mile walk. Some 120 peo
ple were regis tered, Pa rke r said, 
plus walk-ins. 

"Las t yea r , we r a i s e d abou t 
$12,000, ' said Parker , whose son 
E v a n , a l m o s t 4, h a s Down syn
drome. "A lot of it goes to research." 

The g roup a lso h a s a l end ing 
library. "That's been working really 
well, especially for new paren ts , " 

HI, Mom: Angela Maiorana and her daugh
ter, Julia, enjoy their time together in Cen
tral City Park. The Buddy Walk was spon
sored locally by the Down Syndrome Sup
port Group of Western Wayne County. 

BENEFITS 

Clowning afound: Marc Mansfield gets his 
face painted by Pokey Dotty during the 
Buddy Walk. 

she said. 
Clowns Pokey Dotty and Dee Dee 

entertained the crowd. There was a 
raffle, and hot dogs and other food 
were served. Arts and crafts added 
to the fun. 

Group coordinator Angela Maio
r a n a of Plymouth Township was 
pleased with participation. 

"We're raising money for research 
and selected groups," said Maio
rana, whose daughter Julia, 3, has 
Down syndrome. 

Some 83 communities in theJLF.S, 
and Puerto Rico held similar events 
over the weekend t she said. 

"I think people need to be educat
ed." Those with Down syndrome 
are living longer and holding jobs 
in their communities, she said. 

Down syndrome is a genetic con
dition caused by improper cell divi
sion resulting in three No. 21 chro
mosomes instead of the usual two. It 
is the most common bi r th defect, 
with the extra chrnmosome respon
sible for certain facial characteria-

Hwlplqg 
tmtiThe 
walk get* 
under 
way with 
the proud 
hoisting 
of a ban
ner. For 
informa
tion on 
the sup
port 
group, 
contact 
Angela 
Maiorana 
at (734) 
414-0507: 
Below, 
partici
pants 
walk. 

t ics , m e n t a l delays and possible 
medical problems 

Business sponsors for the local 
event included: Westland Parks arid 
Recreat ion, Plymouth Jewe l ry & 
Gifts, Val-Pak Associate? Trie . 0 H « I -
ity Die Sets Inc., Michigan Medical 

Together Loren Parker of 
Equipment inc., iiorton Plui 
Backyard Birds, Mail Boxep Etc., 
Jennv Phillips, Exhibit Work* Inc.. n 7 ., m , • • 
Advanced Commercial Corp.. Jack", Plymouth Township and son 
Spor t s .Center , EdKri Indus t r i e s . Evanpause in the park, 
.Iw s."Produce and Kagie Crest Golf Evan has Down syndrome. 
CJub. Individuals also donated. 

Buy 
to open 

Best Buy will open its new, bigger store in Westland on Friday on the 
northwest corner of Wayne Road and Central City Parkway, 

The new store will occupy a former Handy Andy site that had long been 
an eyesore until Best Buy decided to renovate the building and move into 
it. The move means that the smaller Best Buy store at 35300 Central City 
Parkway will be vacant until a new business moves in. 

Best Buy officials' told the Observer in April that they hoped to have the 
new store open by late October in time for the holiday shopping season. 

"We're practically doubling out space," Jacki Cook-Haxby, regional devel
opment manager, said at the time. 

Westland woman found dead 
Jamie Brown, 29, of Westland 

died of an apparent drug over
dose a t a C a n t o n hote l ea r ly 
Monday morning, police said 

Township p a r a m e d ' e s were 
called to the Willow Acre- Hotel 
on Michigan Avenue .e;--.st of I-
275 at about 5 a.m. 

"Her boyfriend woke up and 
she was unresponsive," Canton 
Pol ice Sgt. C h a r l e s Raycra'ft 
said "He had the manager rail 
911. When wn yot there, she was 
deceased." 

Police think Brown died i'rom a 
heroin injection. 

"We won't know anything for 
sure unti l we get a toxicology 
report back,' Raycraft said 

Tru,- Wavnt' f'ou:il> MVdioa.] 
ExajtwritT's o'Tirr- is ptrformirij? 
t.hi! te*t Raycraft ;<uri four :o MX 
wi-eks is the typical time frame 

Glenn royalty 

On 6»wt; Westland Jbfct ( fea n<tmficmmimrt,:##**#_^._... . 
B(mrm^*mdXry9fcn Cinchino, 0*&iii<ife# f * i ^ ^ 
nifer Swanguarin and Samantfib Mackenzie. The QUHnwUlb* atvumn&dat 
haiftime faring Friday night's fcotl 

Chief: Dirty water no cause for alarm 
Westland residents who notice 

dirty water running from their 
faucet* shouldn't fear any health 
threats, fire official* said. 

The city's water supply may 
heroine cloudy as f irefighter* 
flush out fire hydrant* to clear 
them of built-up sediment, Fire 
Chief Mark NfAlwud. 

Resident'* near'.Elliott Klemen 
tnry Hrhonl ph«i»«»d the fire 
department' Monday' lo ^>nipl:im 

about dirty wa te r , p rompt ing 
Nes! to LSSIIO ft statement about 
t h i s year ' s c i tywide hydran t -
flushing program 

*Jl has become necessary to 
ensure, the longevity of our water 
sys tem t h a t we flush more 
thoroughly this year to get as 
much pediment nut as w«> can." 
Nenl naid 

Sediment ran restrict water 
fluw And in WMr̂ l c^nc sren.ar 

ios, can cause water lines to nip 
ture. 

"We have to do this in order tn 
make sure that the citizens have 
water delivered to their homes 
the way it wfl« intended,* Neal 
AH id 

He adviKed residents fo simply 
let t h e i r wa te r run unt i l it 
dear* 

I t ' s not di»nK*''"ou** In. wind 
"It's just ug.lv 


