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 Buddies: The second ‘
- annual Buddy Walk, held
Saturday in Westland’s

~ Central City Park, helped
those with Down_syn-
drome and their loved

‘ceeds. support research
and other eﬁ’orts /A3

COMMUNITY LIFE

Varoooom! They re a bzker
~club that doesn’t favor
 beer guzzling and long
hair: They prefer to ride

- asa group to area ice
_cream parlors and devote
" their spare time to chari-
- table work. These motor-
" cyclists defy the Helt s
 Angels stereotypes.

~ They're the Gold Wing
‘Road Riders Association,
‘___Chapter H./B1 |

Comfortable convergence:
A Franklin residence

- shows the distinctive
beauty of the Arts and
Crafts style. /DS |

ENTERTAINMENT

On stage‘ The Theatr |
- Company opens its season
‘with “Death of a Sales-‘
“man.”/ E1

Televlslon Documentary
~ focuses on the roles pho-
tography has played in

mertcan soczal lz,fe / Ei

REAL ESTATE

The blg three Meet the -
- new presidents of our H

- major real estate
boards / F1
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Nearly one-third of Wayne-‘Wéstland"

~ high school juniors failed to score high

enough on the last Michigan math test

to earn a state-endorsed diploma for .

that subject. |
New state test reqult\ .ﬂan show that
large percentages of local .llth graders

'm . Wayne-Westland educators are conc«emed
.about MEAP results, in which almost one-
aders failed to earn state -

- endorsement in math. Students have made
'shght gams over 1998 results,

"anmm.LCwm
© STAFE WRITER

~ fel] shart on . state endoraements in

‘reading, science and wntmg

‘On-a brighter note, juniors who
failed to earn diploma endorsements

‘after taking Michigan Educational
Assessment Program tests in May will -

have two mare chances this year —
their senior year — to pass the exams,

" school officials said.

Not all MEAP results pruvvd gloomv

‘ ’t)bhewer CCCeMne. oom

The percentage of 11th- .graders earn-
ing state endorsements in math, read-

- ing and writing was higher in 1999
than in 1998, ‘as Wayne Weatland stu-’

" dents made slight gains in the wake of
curriculum 1mprovements
It does take time,” Sam Barrem,

 asgistant aupermtendent of instruc-

tion, said,
Studentq earn state endomements in

math, reading, science and writing by

“exceeding” Michigan test standards
(Level 1), “meeting” them (Level 2) or
demonstrating “bamc knowledge
(Level 3). ‘

Otherwise, thev fail nto chel 4 and

" receive no endorqement

A.

Avarvm

Observe:
Second-
graders
- Eliza-
- beth .
Alley
“and
Scott
- Snider .
feel the
- moisture
| inside
‘the cup
after |
perform-
inga
science
eApElt-
- ment
--with
water at
Wild- -
Elemen-
tary.

‘ BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER
- jbmwn@oe hdmecnmm net

- The studt,nts, at Wlidwood Ele-
mentary School were learning
, the steps of the scientific
process ‘Teacher Diane Teichman
-guided“the way for the second-
- graders, showing the differences
among liquids, solids and gases.
 “It was cool.” said Alex McNellis, 7,
when the expenment endéd. He liked
- putting a cup over warm water and

1 seeing water vapor result,

This. past Monday morn‘mg the
—-$tudents started by pairiny up with -

. mﬂn dthea L
w111t was e \\hn was 1t? It

. petri. dish contents. Some dishes had
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-+ 'water—an&uthem ﬂﬁ'hhihg-—'ﬁ‘ﬂbk‘ to-

; u-mg,
- came from a science kit new to the

then‘ partners, Thpv tm s zot t}wu‘

vﬂv, o sohd Tmchman said of the

smenlsts go éxplorlng

the eye, promptmg a dm.usmon of
evaporation. :
“Gpod scientists observta every-
thing,” said Teichman, now in her
33rd year of teaching. "What do you
see, anything? Let's watch carefully.”
- Water vapor, a gas,; developed in -

~cups inverted over warm water. The

Wildwood students did ‘a fine job of

degcribing what they saw.

“Mmsture OK. Good words we're
'the teacher said. The lesson

Wayne-Westland district this year.
- Principal Kurt Tyszkiewicz spent

-some time with the class, observing

what they'd observed. He agreed that
students as young as kindergarten
“benefit from science lessons. o

“Very important,” said Tyszkiewicz.
“Those are the. kinds of things that -

‘ col d water.

' ‘ﬂm PH(JTW- BY TUM HA'IJ"’

Leamlng ’I‘ma Groues ( left)
~and Shelby Laiwsoii, second-
graders at Wildwood Elemen-
tary, took part in a science
experiment with warm. and

jbrown@oe.homecomm.net ‘

You're encm;raged to turn off your

TV set Thursday, Oct. 14. From 6:30-
© 9:30. p.m., the fifth annugl “Turn Off

the Violence” program for families will
be held at the Bailey Center and Cen*

~ tral City Park in Westland. .
Ita purpose “ia to ask families to tum‘ ,

off their television one night, come
together as a Tamily,” said Margaret

‘Martm, :hcrspeut;c and program

supervisor for Westland Parks and.
Recreation. Families are encouraged to
work agaimt violence.

ite rewardmg to pull together 600-
700 kids for an activity, said Robert

- Kosowski, Westland Parks and Recre-
“ation director. “They can’t beat it any.
-where, just a great program. We're able
1 -to put on quite a show," he said.
" The event is sponsored locally by the

Mayor's Task Force on Family Enfich-
ment. It's aimed at the whole family

"and har in the pnat attracted thnse of

all ages.
- This year will feature an I!Iﬂﬂt?d

Titanic for yuungz{terg_ to chmb an and
around. “It's reaily big,” «a3d Martin,

_ adding that there will be- an mﬂatod
obatack tourse. . s

foature hav rides

‘courteuy of Wa} ne ¢ mmt\. Parks and

“obstacle courne,

| Famzly umty event goal

BY JUL!E BROWN

Recreat:un Rider's Huhb.y thp nf"
 STAFF WRITER

‘Livomia will do an astronomy program

with telescopes. “Theyll have mfnrmn
tion about looking at the stars.” Martin
said.

Wayne County is prnvtdmg an out-

“door stage, which will feature perform- | B
-ers including the Earth Angels, MB.‘

Boys and Yo-Yo Universe pros.
Westland's Police Department will

provide a pohcv dog, Drug Abusé Resis-

tance Education games and emergency

vehiclas. The Explorers will offer tood

and help with activities

The Fire Dopartment wiil pmvlds
emergency vehicles and an indver
Marine Safan will
have exotic animals, the Westland City
Council refreshments, and the West-

land Rotary and Toarmina's Pizza will

hrmg pizza.

State Rep. Eiléen l)@Hnrt 1D-Wesnt-

land) and the Civitans will have a

“Kids Around the World™ activity. First

Step will offer “Handy Are Nat for Hit-
ting.” Home Depot will have pumpkin
painting and Jump-A-Rama group
games. There will he arts and crafts

tables, along with Trn ity Sgals teach-

mg boee)

U‘rfited Cerebral Palsy wall have a

footbatl pass. and the Dad'e Athietw

Club ut \r\estland barrel racing. Uhri

“Please see me AR

A breakdown of MEAP results for

‘John Glenn and Wayne Memorial high

schools wasn’t available early this
week ~ but it should be ready early -
next week, Barresi said. :

District results

Districtwide, juxﬁiars ‘made one of

- their strongest gains in reading, where

the percentage of students earning

~ state endorsements Jumped 58 parcent

in 1999

“It cert,amly is a real pos:me - that 5

" percent,” Barresi said. “We are lovking
- for this kind of trend to continue.” '

Most Wayne-Westland students take
| gf’lem see ME'AP A2

Hopeful

blasts TV
program

| anmzucwm |
AFF WRITER

‘ dﬂlewﬂnn hnmamm\m net .

A Westland City Council candidate
Monday angrily accused three incum-

“bents of election-season political grand:

‘ -.tandmg on city cable station WLND.

‘Nine-time candidate Derothy Smith
sharply criticized a program about
Westfand redevelopment that featured
council members Charles “Trav™ Grif
fin, David Cox and Justine Barns.

“It turned out to be a campaun

stand, and ['m gnmg to tell you right
now - I resent that.” Smith -md during
a council meeting.

Smith blasted the iatest "Our Town”
council program as self-congratulatory

‘ NP Griffin and Cox campaign for thc
[))

v. 2 council elecuon

Barns isn't seelghyg re-eleciion but is

- supporting Griffif and Cox,

Smith said she ¥id five. other council
hopefuis should be given equal air
time. Other candidates inciude incum-
bent Glenn Anderson and challenge rs
James (n)dhnut David James, Michael
I\ehrer and Muhael Rintz.

Please see BLASTS. A6

Baby hurt

in beatmg

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe. hmnocomm net

An 18- war ~old Westl and father i3

- accused of brutally beating his 8-week-

“old daughter, who is in critical condi-

tion at University of \’Imh:gan Hospltal

-in Ann Arbor.

Cecil Williams was arraigned Sun-
day on first-degree child abuse charges -
after police said he admitted to beating

~ the babv “because.it wouldn't stop cry-

_ing, pohce ‘-‘)gt Michael Terry said.
Please seeT Y A4

Memorles: Monica Gvorke
(queen) and her escort,
Andrew Gliesman, enjoy
homecoming at Lutheran

Noel was named kmg At

and band director. directs the
marching band. For more,

,.
>

Homecoming fun

High School-Westland. Ryan

right, Brendan Knorp, choir

. -~ please see Pagy A4 [
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- L:ke t.hexr oounterparm across
chhxgan, Livonia high achool
- students and their parents know

a good Thing When they see it.

With as much as $2,500 in

:scholutrc scholarships per stu-
dent being tied by the state into

peérformance on the Michigan

" 'Educational Assessment Pro-
‘.. gram test, district students are

back in fome as MEAP takers.
After a big downturn in partic-
ipation in 1998, almost 77 per-
cent of oecondary school students
in the district took the MEAP

" last spring, cnmpmd to 47 per-
- cent in 1998,

District officials were happy‘ |
‘with what they saw, even though
the results released last week

‘pertained only to the mathemat-

ics, reading, writing and science.
‘teats. Thé newest category, .
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social studies, will be’ released‘

“around the end of this month.

“We're very satisfied with the

changa in the partidpation rate”

by students, said Allan Edwards,
a research and evaluation ape-g
cialist in Marlene Bihlmeyer's
- compare with the rest of the
-state in earning the all-impor-
tant MEAP endorsements for

‘good performances ~ a must for
- schelarships or even gaining con-

distriet curriculum department.

Livonia “ever oxperienCed“ that
kind of low participgs

We're happy to see it up” to

a closer reprenentahon of the :

He said 1998 was the first year
n rate.f

: statemde MEAP partxclpatxon

‘Although this year's percent-
age of students statewide who
took the MEAP was not avail-
ablé, Tast year's was about 75

‘percent of enrollment. -

As for how Livonia's studeots

sxderanon for them - the dis-

MEAP ﬁ'ompageAI

- time to do that.”

trict’s pattern ia parallel to that -
of‘ the state,” said Edwards. ‘
. Bath the district and state -
'showed a slight increase in the

total percentage of Level 1-2-3

‘endorsements compared to last
- year. Asked about showings by
: snbject matter, Edwards said the
“office ia “still in the process of
trying to do an analysis of some  ~

of these® because :t has "not had_

But in general, there were

“increases in math reading and

“writing, while science was down,
Because the state assigned
some Livonia students’ writing

test scores.to the wrong schools,
the district isn’t releasing any

results until after the corrected
“information 1s melved Edwarqs o

said,
"Because thoae were inaccu-
rate, we chose to hold all of them

. unttl we -get the corrected’

repor’ca tre smd

. S

" the dreaded MEAP tests, unlike

‘wome districts where many
pupils in recent years protested
t.he program by missing exams.

. But participation

tied, in part, ¢o MEAP results, -

“That’s enticed some people to

take the exama,” Barresi said.

. Allan Edwards, a research and

Pabtish: ? 1908 : evaluanon specialist in Livonia's
: - —worw-}— curriculum department, agreed
T — that participation will incmoe‘ _
" mumemy  “now that scholarship money is
[y
. of I m o) | | S}fﬁmtely going to be hed to
T P Y ‘ 3 Fling flnin his ‘
USPS BEED- 500 WES 1) AMD ous_wvw f I |_ s P Eo !/me Wayne- -Weatland officmls have
T oy “ " A i e oy St VO consistently encouraged students
| Sunt-marly ’ 16e ‘ o '} to take MEAP tests, which
- o i - e aiar | administrators say provide only
ML Schomlcentt Livediia, Weyms, B 410 .‘;._A‘EH‘_‘_ ‘
= bt : ; i sar-2v0 ) Om@: indicator of how the district

and its students are perfarming.

“Our bmldmg admlmstrators ‘

RIADIR ‘sll{\’l( I

is up
itatevn'de and in districts like
Livonia following niews that
42,600 state scholarships will be

md our teachers do a very comm- .

mendable job of gemng our stu-
dents to take the test,” Barrem

said, _
Followmg are some obnervn-
tions of t}us year's 11th-grade

results:

M In every subject Wayne-

Westland had more failures than

the state ag a whole. In 11th-

‘-falle‘d to earn a ‘state endorse-

ment, compared to 77.9 percent
‘who received it.
@ Compared to the Livonia

district, which serves northern

Westland, the Wayne-Westland
‘district performad much worse in
most subjects. One example: only
14.9 percent of Livonia's juniors
fell short of a state endorsement

" grade math, for example, 31.2
percent of Wayne-Westland

juniors fell short of state

endorsethents, compared to oniy ‘
" 18.9 percent statmde -

M In reading, 27.1 percent of

‘Wayne-Westland juniors ¢idn’t

earn a state endorsement, while

 72.9 of local 11th—graders per-

cent did.:

A In scxence, 30.8 percent of .

Wayne-Westland juniors feil

" ghort of the state endorsement,

while 69.2 percent earned it.
l In wntmg. 22.1 percent
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" in reading, compeared to 27.1 per-

cent of Wayne»Westland L1th:

‘ gradm

Boekingaolutions
-Studying this year's results,
Barresi said administration offi-
cials will address problem areas
by meeting with building princi-

pals, facuity and department

heads to find ways for improving
inatruction. - B

- Officials also will look at the
district's four middle schools to

determine what programs are

best preparing students for hzgh
school success.

make or break situation,”

Finally',‘ofﬁbialé will ‘cc')ntin‘u‘e. ‘

to streas the important of writ-

ing -and problem-solving in all

cyrriculum areas, Barresi said.
Results for one subject area,

social sludies, aren't ready yet

‘but should be released later this

fall, Barresi said.

Some parents and studenta
fear that missing out on state
endorsements could signal prob-
lems getting into colleges and

© universgities.

But Barresi saxd h:gber educa-
tion institutiona look at many
other areas of student achieve-
ment, such as ACT/SAT scores.
grade point averages, courses
taken in high school, and
extracurricular activities, among
others. . ‘

For getting into college, how
important is a state endorse-

ment on a diploma?

“1 do not believe that it's a
Bar-
resi amd ‘
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