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AHEAD 
Thanksgiving closings: 
Westland City Hall will 
be closed Thursday and 
Friday. The 18th District 
Court will also be closed 
Thursday and Friday. 
The Westland library will 
close early at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday and be closed 
Thursday and Friday. 

MONDAY 
City Ha\\: The Westland 
City Council will hold a 
study session 6:15p.m. in 
City Hall. It will focus on 
the arena feasibility study. 

TUESDAY 
Speaker: The Westland 
Democratic Club will 
meet 7:30p.m. in the 
Dorsey Community Cen­
ter. The speaker will be 
rxiUKi iCuit, L - n / n J-<I.GC'( ,£££ 

Union of Michigan Presi­
dent Janet Cooper, who 
•will discuss charter 
schools. Call (734) 729-
6248 or (734) 422*5863. 

WEDNESDAY 
Grand opening: Bed Bath 
& Beyond will ha ve a n 
8:30 a.m. ribbon cutting 
ceremony with the West-
land Chamber of Com* 
merce. The location is 
35120 Central City Park­
way. Coffee and dough­
nuts will be served. 
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Library nepotism flap heats up 
No action was taken, but several residents 
came to a library board meeting Wednesday to 
protest a violation of the library's nepotism 
policy. The board will next consider action on 
the policy at its Dec. 15 meeting. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRJTKR 
dclem&oe.homecomin.Det 

Westland library board members are 
under intense pressure to keep a nepo­
tism policy t h a t was violated when 
President J im Chuck's wife was hired 
for a part-time job. 

Amid warnings from residents that 
dropping the policy will t a rn i sh the 

library's image, board members left a 
meeting Wednesday without resolving 
the issue. 

The board will tackle the controversy 
again during its next meeting, Dec. 15. 
In the meantime, Chuck will continue 
to serve as president while his wife, 
Cheryl, keeps. her,$12-an-hour job in 
the library children's room. 

"It's going to be much harder to talk 

about how marvelous Westlartd is," res­
ident and former library volunteer Jim 
Cook told the board, *it'a an embar­
rassment. Honest to God, folks, it's an 
embarrassment. H. 

One former library board member, Jo 
Johnson, already resigned over the hir­
ing flap. 

Library Director Sandra Wilson has 
conceded that she made a mistake by 
hiring Cheryl Chuck for a 3Q-hour-a-
week job that Chuck started Oct. 18, 

A nepotism policy clearly states that 
-family members of library board mem­
bers may not be hired. The board has 
lifted the rule for Cheryl Chuck as it 
debates a policy change 

On W e d n e s d a y , Wilson said she 
hasn ' t been able to find employees, 
"and I was desperate and glad to have 
Cheryl," 

Even Wilson h a s had to work as 
many as 30 hours a week at the library 
reference desk, working weekends and 
nights to try to keep up with her duties 
a* director. 

"I can t go on working these kinds of 
hours and not get burnt out myself," 
sine said. 

Image concerns 
But several residents who attended 

the board meeting implored officials 

P lease see FUFVA4 
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Chautauqua Express: Guy Louis performs his Native American song with the help of students 
at Wildwopd E^epientary. Two performances were held at the school, one in the morning and 
one in the'dfternoon, 

WilHwood's wild about Louis 
BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 
jbrown#oe. homecomm.net 

G uy Louis and his Chautauqua 
Express Musical came to Wild-
wood Elementary Wednesday 

for a fun-filled day. 
The morning and afternoon perfor­

mances focused on American music. 
S t u d e n t s s a n g and danced wi th 
Native American drums and rattles. 
Fblk, blues and rock and roll were 
also featured. 

!*•! th ink it went really well," said 
Kurt Tyszkiewicz, Wild wood Elemen­
tary School principal. "He had a lot of 
student interaction," 

Instruments Louis used included a 
1 •••" Stratoeaster electric guitar, 

Renaissance lute, si*- and 12-strtng 
g u i t a r s , ukule le , mandol in and a 
variety of percussion instruments. 

"They rea l ly had a nice t i m e . " 
Tyszkiewicz -said of the Wildwood 
s t u d e n t s . He was impressed with 
how Louis tied the history of music 
into ecology, emphas iz ing sav ing 
trees and keeping water clean. The 
program included science and histor 
ry, the principal said. 

P lease see LOUIS, A4 

Participation: Fifth-grader 
Jason Moody (left) acts and 
sounds like a monkey when 
performing with Guy Louis. 

Studen ts were perform ing as 
different animals to a folk 

song as part of the American 
music lesson. At right is fifth-

grader Briana Gutierrez. 

gets nod 
Bv DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@w*.horoeconim.net 

In a long-awaited victory. Westland 
city officials learned Friday that a pro 
posed $'>'.!?h-end' fire ^tf-ttion will 
receive $700,000 in federal dollars. 

"1 feel exuberant ." James Gilbert . 
c 11,v housing/coinmunity dcve 1 opine111 
director, said, ' i t 's oniy Thanksgiving, 
hut Christmas has come early " 

A minor di tch in population slati.>-
tics had'threatened federal funding fur 
a full-size fire station on the southeast 
corner of Annapolis and Irene, in Carv­
er subdivision. 

But city officials waged a battle until 
learning Friday from U.S. Kep. Lynn 
Rivers, D-Ann Arbor, that the federal 
dollars had been .'improved 

Construction is expected to start next 
spring 

"We kind oi anticipated that it would 
be OK." Mayor Robert Thomas said of 
the project, add ing , la ter , "We had 
never given up nil it'" ' 

lie hailed the lire station as a cata­
lyst that will continue a redevelopment 

. iiffort already under i*.iv in Carver 
subdivision, sou .:. <.>as't .>:•(' Middle-heTt 
and Annapolis 

'"Not'only will it. be a catalyst for con­
tinued development in that area, but 
now- people moving in there will know 
that there will be a fire station around 
the corner," Thomas said. "Things like 
thai will make people feel comfortable 
and make them want to move there." 

City officials want to build a new fire 
s tat ion because the city's southeast-
side includes an L-shaped area that is 
geographically Separate from the rest 
of Westland. 

Moreover, firefighters responding 
from the closest fire station at Palmer 
and Northgate faced possible delay* at 
a railroad..crossing. 

The new fire station also will include 
an office for a .par t - t ime community 

P lease see FUNDfNO, A6 

Outlook's good for man after kidney transplant 
BY RICHARD PEARL . 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearWoeJjOBiecomin.iM't 

Richard Popp Sr. said Friday morn­
ing he expected to be home this week­
end, roughly 10 days after receiving a 
kidney from son Richard J r 

"If not today, tomorrow (Saturday)" 
is what doctors at Beaumont Hospital 
in Royal Oak told the popular former 
Garden City High School teacher and 
assistant football coach who underwent 
an 11-hour opera t ion Nov. 1 0 ' t h a t 
ended a nearly five-year-wait'for the 

transplant. 
The elder Popp, 59. of Westland, said 

his t ime on the surgical table was 
longer than expected because doctors 
had to operate twice - the second time 
to realign the new kidney. 

However, that procedure took "just a 
couple hours," he said. 

The new kidney is "still not function­
ing as fully as they want, but it's mov­
ing in the right direction," he said. "It 
is functioning, just not fully." 

Popp wiH re turn next week <n the 
hospi ta l for *a lot of !*nti-rejerti(Yn 
treatment" - dailv "for the next four. 

• five or six days," he said 
The anti-rejection drugs he's being 

given to help his body accept the new 
organ "are very difficult to get used to," 
he said Wednesday 

He also said he'd lost 20 ' pounds 
because he's had to continue with the 
kidney dialysis; he's been undergoing 
the last five y e a r s to remove waste 
from his body. 

However, Popp Sr also'began walk­
ing Wednesday for the first time since 
surgery, going 300-400 feet from his 
bed. then back several times 

Though* his strength is returning and 

he's "getting a little better every day," 
the healing is "'slower than I w a n t e d . 
Hut that 's not odd.'they . ' the doctors' 
say." 

On Friday morning, Richard Jr., a 
computer teacher «t a South-field high 
school, \isited his father and said his 
dad "looked b e t t e r than he ha.s in 
years, color-wise " 

As for hinwlf. the younger T'opp. a 
^2-year-old single father of three who 
was released from the hospital Nov l,'{, 
said he feels great and plan* to return 

P lease see KIONCY, A3 

Ice arena addition tops Monday meeting agenda 
BY DARRKU CLEM 
BTArfWum 
<ktUiw#oe.h<wiieccMniTi .net 

A new study indicates strong mupport for a second 
ice surface to allow Westland hotkey and figure skat 
ing programs to expand. 

A new ice surface would likely double the size of 
Westland Sport* Arena and cost $3 million to $5 mil­
lion to build, Parkn and Recreation Director Robert 
Kowowski said. 

Even if city approval tonnes quickly, he said, it 
could take two to three years to expand and renovate 
the iw arena,' 6*210 M, WiMwond 

No decision has been made about how to pay (or 
the proposed project 

"We are only in the exploratory stages right now " 

KOsowski said. The Westland Hockey Association the largest 
Westland City Council members will djseuss ire user - could "easily" double its use of tee time if fi sec 

arena issues during ;< study session at B lf> p in Men <md sheet wore added to the arena the report sag 
day at City Hall on Ford Road gests, 

<",rnjnCilwoman Justine Barns said during an earli The h>x;kcy nssrxaatavn new has UTa member> ;im( 
er council meeting she ho pen a new sheer or ice will \'.\ teams using 12 htmi's of uv tune each week 
be approved. KosowskTw report noted "the need tor addil ;otiai 

"We «re going forward hopefully on another sheet hours to accommodate the many Westland children 
of ice." she said. ^I't waiting lists for th»' hotkey association " 

Lat.0 last month.-^1 people at tended an arena t'easi The WrMt;ind Figure Skalmi: ('hit. 1 Iv arena'* 
hilit\ study meeting and voiced sweeping support for second biggest u-et 'als-' cenjd double its w-v i-i n/e 
a Westland S|K»rt* Arena expansion. ' time and would like te^idil niorr |,iri.nie 1 ime lioor" !.i-

K«WM*w>«ki. in a report Ui council President Sandra develop the program the r.'-pt.vt •>aid 
Cixirelli, noted that "there is n strong current need The figure '-kataiV '-'"uh he- !u»t yoidec JO!.! i!:i-!Vi 
tor more ice tune to accommodate our Wcstiund user __ ___̂  ^^ 
groups * P l v a w see ICE, .VI 
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A WeaUahd woman, critical of 
Wayne County Community Col­
lege wrvice*. want* tha entire 
city to become part of the School­
craft College district. 

The measure would entail 
state legislative approval, but a 
longtime WCCC trustee defend* 
ed the job the college is doing. 

"Is it serving the people of 
western Wayne County.? Yes, it 
is," former trustee Ted Scott 
said. 

Judi Cornfoot, who is not 
enrolled in college, disagrees and 
cites the following problems she 
said she has encountered. 

• She hasn't been able to get 
catalogs and class schedules at 
her home. 

• She opposes WCCC tax 
increases that she said don't 
bring any improved services to 
the Westland area, 

• Some classes she has want­
ed to take would force her to 
drive long distances because 
they weren't available at the 
western campus in Van Buren 
Township. 

"If Westland is going to'be a 
world-class community, it needs 

to get out of Wayne County Com* 
munity College because they're 
not serving us at all," Cornfoot 
said. 

Scott disagreed. He said he 
has personally delivered some 
college materials, such as cata­
logs and schedule*, to Cornfoot. 
He also made her aware of west* 
ern-campua classes that he 
thought might interest her, 

"She wants more than it 
sounds like is normal," Scott 
said. 

What Cornfoot wants is for all 
of Westland to become part of 
the Schoolcraft, College district. 

Right now, the part of West-
land served by Livonia Public 
Schools is already in Schoolcraft, 
while the area served by Wayne-
Westland Community Schools is 
part of WCCC. 

Cornfoot said many Westland 
students pay nonresident fees to 
attend Schoolcraft at the Radcliff 
campus near Radcliff and Ford 
Road. 

Scott conceded that students 
have to drive several miles to 
WCCC's Van Buren campus. 

"Is.that reasonable? Yes, I 
think it is," he said. "We are not 
built next to John Glenn High 

School. I'd like us to he, but I 
didn't do that." 

Even so, the Van Buren cam-
pu» is the fiurtaat-growing among 
WCCC's sitea, Scott said 

"It has room to grow more 
than any of the other*," he said. 

Cornfoot, 45, is sitting out this 
semester but said flhe has 20 
credit hours to go for an associ­
ate's degree in arts, She says she 
won't attend WCCC 

"I'd like to see our property 
taxes going somewhere where 
it's going to do some good for the 
people of Westland," she said. 
The school is not serving West-
land residents at all.'* 

Scott said he has not received 
widespread complaints. "I was 
on the (WCCC) board for 10 
years," he said, "and I never had 
anybody with that kind of bitter­
ness." 

Statistics provided by School­
craft researcher Jim Utley show 
that many of that school's West-
land students do come from the 
WCCC district. 

Of 1,522 Westland students 
last fall, only 599 actually lived 
in^the Schoolcraft district, he 
said. 

That means Schoolcraft drew 

Students view court 
in action at school 
BY LARRY O'CONNOR 
SlAffWafiSJi 
looonjnordoeJjomecomin.net 

Judicial proceedings inside her 
high school's auditorium didn't 
surprise Becky CamiUeri much. 

MMv mom makes me watch 
'Judge Judy* all the time," the 
Livonia Franklin senior said. 

Though seemingly nonplused 
by Wednesday's visit of 16th Dis­
trict Court and Judge Kathleen 
McCann, CamiUeri still found 
the cases rather interesting. 

In l'j hours, CamiUeri and an 
auditorium full of her fellow stu­
dents watched McCann quash a 
motion, sentence a drunken dri­
ver, extend someone's probation 
and send an expelled Stevenson 
High sftidenMo jail. 

With both hands cupping his 
chin, senior Phil Huelter listened 
intently to testimony in an attor­
ney's vigorous but failed attempt 
to get the judge to throw out his 
client's case. 

The attorney argued Livonia 
police didn't have just cause to 
pull over and question his client 
who was in a van stopped on 
Clarita Street. Two officerajesti: 
fied they investigated after the 
Baw the van cross Farmington 
Road going west on Clarita and 

then stop in the middle of the 
street, 

The driver switched seats with 
a. passenger after authorities 
spotted them, police officers said. 
Police arrested the defendant for 
driving with a suspended, 
license. 

"I've always been interested in 
being a lawyer," Huelter said 
afterward. "Even more so now." 

Students watched as the judge 
ordered a father of three chil­
dren to continue substance 
abuse counseling after his sec­
ond marijuana conviction. 

Another man limped up to the 
stage with a severely broken 
ankle and herniated disks in his 
back, the result of crashing his 
motorcycle while intoxicated, 

"I'm very lucky to be here," 
said the defendant, who cannot 
work and faces additional 
surgery because of the accident. 

McCann was sympathetic, but 
only to a point. She ordered him 
not to drink and attend Alco­
holics Anonymous as well as 
seek outpatient treatment. 

She sentenced him to two 
years probation, 15 days in a 

"Work TKlease- program, .and., 
assessed fines totaling more 
than $1,000. 

"There but for the grace of 
God, a child is not dead or you 
would be facing homicide 
charges," said McCann, noting 
the man rode the motorcycle 
while drunk on a neighborhood 
street with kids playing nearby. 

"This is not your first offense. 
You should've had a wake-up 
call a long time ago." 

McCann also lectured a teen 
convicted as a co-defendant in an 
incident where $200,000 damage 
was done at Stevenson in July. 

She sentenced him to 15 days 
in jail and another 15 in a work 
release program for a range of 
charges including breaking and 
entering, vandalism and loiter­
ing. 

She assessed more than $1,000 
in fines Jto_ga _ajpng_with $2,500 
he's agreed.to pay in restitution. 
The teen is working as a busboy 

923 students from the WCCC 
district. 

Westland City Councilman 
Richard LeBUnc previously 
investigated what it would take 
for all of Westland to become 
part of the Schoolcraft district. 
He learned the city council 
would have to pass a measure 
and then seek approval from 
state legislators - a nod that 
isn't likeLy to occur...". 

LeBlanc said his concerns 
were purely geographical. 

"Some people from Westland 
can toss a stone and hit that 
(Radcliff) college, yet they are 
charged nonresident status," he 
said. "It was always an issue of 
geography for me and nothing 
else." 

WCCC resident students pay 
$54 per credit hour; nonresi­
dents pay<70. 

Schoolcraft resident students 
pay $53; nonresidents, $78. 

Scott said people like Cornfoot, 
who aren't happy with WCCC. 
have the option of attending 
Schoolcraft, but he said the 
attacks on WCCC are unwar­
ranted. 

"They're both good community 
colleges," he said. 

Justice: 
Judge 
Kathleen 
McCann 
of the 
16th Dis­
trict 
Court 
hears a 
case. 

STATTPBCTO 
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to pay back the money. 
In addition, the judge said he 

must attend aggressive behavior 
resolution classes and complete 
240 hours of community service 
in Livonia. McCann also ordered 
him not to have contact with the 
co-defendant. 

Students found the teen's case 
and the one involving the police 
stop most compelling. 

Though the case involving the 
suspended license focused on the 
debate of civil liberties versus 
police rights to investigate, some 
students questioned why the 
man bothered to fight the ticket. 

"I thought it was pointless," 
Phil Huelter said. "He shouldn't 
have been driving and he didn't 
have a license in the first place." 

Added Becky CamiUeri: "I 
"thougSrttrwas-stupid rxynusf he 
shouldn't have been driving." 

Academic Letter Awards will be given in Tuesday ceremony 
John Glenn and Wayne Memo- Wayne Memorial High School, 

rial High Schools will have an on Glenwood in Wayne. 
Academic Letter Awards Cere- The award, established by the 
mony 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 23, Wayfie-Westland Board of Edu-
in the Stockmeyer Auditorium of" cation in 1996, recognizes those 
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high school students who have 
earned a 3.5 grade point average 
or better during an academic 
year, 

Also at Wayne Memorial, at 7 
p.m Tuesday, Dec. 14, there will 

be a Winter Concert. Performers 
will include the concert band, 
symphony band, symphony 
orchestra and Zebra Marching 
Band. The holiday concert is 
free. 

T o m pleased t< IL om preased To announce The opemrtq/oT mq 
new Infernal Meafcine pftkWf:.;. 
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s lyrical magic draws them to library 
BY DUNK GALE ANDREASSI 
SPECIAL WRITKB 

Happy Holidays 
'Hustle and bustle, flash flur­

ries of feet, running here and 
there in a pushy track meet. Will 
they have ht$ favorite ties? Will 
they haw her hard to find size? 
Hither and thither, to and fro. 
On Vina. On Discover. And away 
we go. 

"Out of my way, 1 have pre­
sents to buy, Move it or lose it, 
you slow poky guy. Who's got 
time for love and good cheer? You 
want holiday spirits? Buy a bot­
tle of beer. What? Peace on 
Earth? Goodwill to all men? Hey, 
do peace and goodwill come in 
size 10?' 

- T i m White 

Tim White's poems captivate 
the mind; and he reads them at 
a new l ibrary program t h a t ' s 

Thoughts: Parri Hussein 
reads a poem to the 
library' listeners. 

easy to find. 
The Wayne resident is among 

a group of poe t ry lovers who 
meet m o n t h l y a t t h e Pub l i c 
Library of Weatland Open Mike 
Poetry Read ing b ra in s to rmed 
last spring by SuJtie Shipman, 
reference associate. 

Usual ly, be tween 10 and 15 
people attend. Some bring their 
original poetry; some read pub­
lished wurka and gome just come 
to l is ten and absorb the mes­
sages . Some are regu la r s and 
some are curious. 

" I was inspired, actually, by 
local coffeehouses and I thdught, 
what better place to have a poet­
ry r e a d i n g t h a n a l i b r a ry?" 
explained Shipman, who enjoys 
reading poetry but doesn't write. 

" I t ' s a nice group of people 
with outstanding poetry," Ship-
man said. 

The visitors range in age from 
a 4-year-old who came once and 
read a poem to elderly people. 

"Late ly , we 've been h a v i n g 
teenagers come, too," Shipman 
sa id . " I t ' s a place they can 
express themselves in an emo­
tionally safe envi ronment . No 
one 's going to l augh a t t h e i r 
poetry. Most people are really 
en thus i a s t i c about it . They ' re 
making time; or finding a sitter 
to do t h i s a n d t h a t ' s r e a l l y 
encouraging. We emphasize the 
family and friendly atmosphere." 

The informal setting, sitting in 
a circle without actually having 
to stand by a podium is inviting 
to people who might be other­
wise in t imida ted , sa id White , 
who earned a degree in English 
and philosophy from theUniver-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn. 

He works in customer service 
at Detroit Newspapers Inc., as a 
subs t i tu t e t eacher for Garden 
City Schools and as an essay 
grader for the MEAP tests. 

"My goal is to make my living 

Kidney fr0 rom page Al 

to teaching'Monday. "I'm a very 
fortunate person," he said 

Popp Sr. said Friday be told 
Carol , his wife of 38 years , to 
stay home and rest. She's "been 
a real trooper." he said, 

The help and support he's got­
ten from his wife, other family 
members and friends has been 
"overwhelming," he said. 

"There a re so m a n y people 
pulling for me, it's just unbeliev­
able. The phone is ringing off the 
hook," he said at midweek. 

"The s u p p o r t is abso lu t e ly 
incredible: (People) calling, send-
ing cards, prayers . 1 can' t ge*t 
over it," he said. 

All the good cheer was very 
important "because you tend to 
get depressed," he noted. 

Forced into retirement in 1995 
by diabetes, Popp Sr. suffered a 
series of medical problems that 
caused kidney problems. 

Tha t r educed h i s k idneys ' 
function to just 5 percent, forcing 
him to spend four hours a day, 
three t imes a week in dialysis 
the last five years as he and the 
family, went through a series of 
delays before the transplant took 

place. ~~<D 
"I can't emphasize enough the 

need for donors," said Popp Sr. "I 
cur* flpprPi-jflt? \\ * 

Make shopping safe 
with center's tips 

Westfcnd Shopping Center is 
offering tips to holiday shop­
pers on how to stay safe. No 
matter where you visit, taking 
that extra bit of precaution will 
help m a k e you a l i t t l e more 
aware of your .surroundings, 

Always stay alert, watchful 
and aware of your surround­
ings . Walk with confidence. 

ake s u r e someone" knows 
where you are when you are 
away from home. 

Park in well-lit areas as close 
to your destination as possible. 

Whe the r you're dr iv ing or 
parked, always lock par doors. 
When you must leave valuable 
items, such a? your shopping 
bags or p u r s e , in you r ca r , 
always store them in the trunk. 

In public places, keep your 
purse closed and close to your 
body; men should carry wallets 
in a breast pocket. If you are 
c a r r y i n g a s h o u l d e r - s t r a p 
purse, carry it so that it hang* 
straight down from your shoul­
der, suspended between your 
arm and body. If you are carry-
ing a s h o r t s t r a p ' h a n d b a g , 
carry it with your arm placed 

through the strap. 
When possible, don't use an 

A u t o m a t e d Te l l e r Mach ine 
alone. ' * • 

Be discreet. Don't flash large 
sums of money. Keep track of 
your credi t card(s) Tear u p 
carbons and save the receipts. 
Keep a. list of all credit card 
numbers in a .safe place, 

HaVe your - ca r key in youT 
h a n d before you e n t e r t h e 
parking lot. Check your car on 
all sides before approaching 
the door and look inside 

If someone" susp ic ious 
a p p r o a c h e s you as you a r e 
leaving the building, return to 
the building immediately and 
contact a public safety officer 
or the police 

Remember , if you are ever 
uncomfor tab le or concerned 
about any situation wherever 
you are, contact a public safety 
officer or the police immediately 

The s h o p p i n g cen te r , a t 
Wayne and Warren roads, is 
offering extended holiday hours 
which will begin Dec 13 Hours 
will be 9 a m to 10 p.m.., with 
extended hours r>n Sunday 

Yule comedy set for December 
The Wrstland All-Stars Drama 

Club is busy preparing for per­
formances Of 'The Rest Chcis't-
ma> P a g e a n t Ever;*. Per lor-
manccs will he 7 30 p.m Friday 
[>+>, 10. 2. and 7 30 ft m S;iUir 
dnv \k\ 11. .'ind 2 p m Sunday, 
Dec 1'2 

'The B<-«t f'hnh;Tnine h'nernm 
Kver" will he prc^eoted at the 
BHI!«> Re<:n><lttnn Center , on 
Ford /ww <'nH-"--ii i'1 Wr*tland_ 

Tickets, which run $5 each, will 
be' available at the center or at 
thftdooT, 

The story concern* the efforts 
of a woman and her husband to 
put on the annual church Christ 
nm,i pageant despite having to 
cast prohahly the meanest, na^ti 
est. most inventively awful k»dn 
in the world 

The. C h r i s t m a s loniiilv ir» 
designed tor all age* 

v ia Wri t ing a n d I'm not r e a l 
fussy," he said, adding tha t he 
also does freelance writing, 

White was happy to get a posi­
t ive r eac t ion to one of his 
favor i t e poems, "The Was ted 
Land," which is a contemporary 
takeoff of T.S. Eliot's "The Waste 
Land." 

." The Wasteland' is about the 
n u m b i n g of v a l u e s a n d t h e 
degeneration vf »Otu;iy tha t he 
saw in the '208," White said. "He 
t h o u g h t the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Roaring '20s were escapism U> 
escape the horrors of World War 
I-"'. 

White 's poem addresses the 
blending of fantasy and reality. 

"War is more and more like a 
video game and video games are 
more and more realistic." White 
said. 

The poem is ever changing a*t 
c u r r e n t events inspire him to 
add more verses. 

A few p a s s a g e s from "The 
Wasted Land" include; 

"/ have a dream but a couple 
Valium oughtu get rid of it. 

Life in the fast lane, 
Everything all the time, 
I want my war t.v." 
The reaction from people at 

the poetry reading. White said, 
was positive, 

T h e r e was an older gentlemen 
who was a veteran of World War 
II," White said. "I was concerned 
that veterans might think I was 
trivializing war, but he was able 
to see that was never my intent." 

The next Open Mike Poetry-
Re a d i ng night* at t h e Publ ic 
L ib ra ry of Wes t l and a re 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 13, Jan. 26 and Feb. 8 
in Community Room B. There is 
no charge. Coffee, tea, punch, 
cookies and c r a c k e r s will b*> 
served, 

For more information, call the 
library at * 734) 326-6123. 
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Listen: 
Araxy 
Argahi-
an 
(right) 
reads a 

called 
"Arme­
nia 1992 
- Dim 
Memo­
ries" an 
Pam 
Hussein 
listens. 
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