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.| er and daughter from

| Livonia travel to Costa

| Rica with several area
United Methodist church-

- e$ to help construct a |

building in a remote Cen--

B tral Amertcan mllage /B1

| . Beneﬁt A First Step bene-
) /u Marck 26 mixes fash-

ion fun with a good
cause. / Bl

. AT HOME

| Hxlng it up: If you own an
1 old pzece of furniture,

~don’t throw it away. See if
it can be restored with
new upholstery /DB

ENTERTAINMEN'I

| l‘ -Muslc: The Chzeﬁfams

~will play traditional Irish
| ‘musie, including some
‘songs from their newest

o CD, during a March 8

“concert at Hill Auditori-
um m‘Ann Arbor. /Ei

| '_'Dlnlng' Find out why
David’s New York Deh in

~Livonia is one of the

Take-out Guy’s favorite

| lunch stops / ES
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Facmg an unpald two- week job sus-
pension, Westland's senior citizen

resources director Tuesday made a
‘tearful apology for gambling at a

Detroit casino during work hours.
Weeping inside her office, Sylvia

‘ Kozorosky Wmcek also accepted blame

pended by Mayor Rob
- discovered she and two employees visited a
‘ “Detront casmo to gamble during work hours.

homolowmmw papels’ nm

wm!anthhigm

t 4 Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek dwector of the
' Senior Resources Department, has been sus-
| rt Thomas after it was

‘for two emplovees who accomp&med

her and for using a city van for gam”

- bling outings. ‘
“1 made a poor Judgment an,d I'm
-very sorry,” she said. “F'm going to take

my pumshment as dzrected by my
mayor.”
Mayor Robert Thomas placed the

. longtime senior director on a two-week
suspnnswn that started Wednesday."

"saymg her meroper uie of time and a ,
. city vehicle” at Mot.or C‘lty Ca;uno wxll .

cost her $2,754 in pay. =
Thomas. conceded that Kozoroak_v

Wiacek made “several” improper trips
- from the city's senior Friendship Cen-

ter to the casino, but he said he
believes she has leamed from her mls-

 take.

“If she did it again I'd termmate her,

~and | think she knowq that the mayor

said.
"“Thomas announced a one- waek

. unpaid suspension for Friendship Cen-

ter maintenance employee Mike Sig-
worth, who drove the van, and for part-‘
timne worker N ancy Guaetta L

02000 "WTM Cunmunicam Ndwu“' ‘

bles, loses
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BY DIANE GALE ANDREASﬁl
 BPECIAL WRITER

‘bunch of pretty girls jumping
W up and down and yelling.

- It’s about athletics, teamwork,
building self-esteem and mustering
up courage, according to Toni Lay,

. coach of the Westland Stars cheer-

ation.
The team will use ail those vxrtueq
March 5 during the Showcase Ameri-
ca state and regional championships.

heerleading isa lot more than a

leading and dance team offered .
through Westland Parks and Recre* ‘

| "1 always tell the girls, “It's not if.
" you win or lose, but did you have a
great dance?” Lay-said. “I'm not a

win-at-all-cost coach. They should be

learning, growing, having a goo‘d .

time and enjoying what they do.”

But winning is good, toe, Lay said,
explaining that she vividly remem-
bers what it was like to-be on a soft-

ball team that captured the state

championship when she was 17.

“When we made the last out it was .

like everything was in slow motion,”

" Lay ssid. "I tell the girls that there is
' nothlng that feels as good as knowing .

‘that vou were the best and reached
‘your goal. It’s like you've won the
~ Stanley Cup or World Series or any-
thing like that™ . ‘
’I‘he grrls agree.

_ Please see ﬁﬁi ‘ ,A3.' .

) b‘rm Pmms BT MATTHEW 'ruwu:u

| “Looklng good Brzttney Nezghbor (center) and Leanna Moland (rzght) pr octzce at the Bmlev ‘
Center wzth the rest of their team, the Westland Stars. : .

Stars have reasons to -cheer! *

" A pause: Co-captain Tara
Freni (clockwise), captain
 “Melissa Richards nnd Brit-
tney Neighbor take a break to
play a countmg game |

dclemhe.homecomm net

- Westland resxdents angered bv the
firing of City Clerk Patricia Gibbons

embarked Monday on a petition drive,

amid hopes of making the council-

o f appointed post a voter-elected position.
o Remdents wﬂl haVe 80 days to oollect- :

'Hu Wutlmd Obuﬂer hu nemv«d

1 two first-place awards from the Subur. -
|. ban Newspapers of America. They are.
| . for Bent Editorial Page and best fea-
| »ttmphotouoryonenas forphamgr .

on.skater -

srisell.
Hmu, a US, pmrs fi:um slut.mg

.| champion, graduated last year from
| John Glenn High School. Hawley's .

astory was mked *Danielle: A Dav in the‘

- Life”
‘ Commumty Edunr Juhe Brown ‘3. |

Moy orowm:

pe the 2 715 voter %lgnaturea they need to

seek a ballot propoesal on whether the
clerk’s job should become an elected
post, starting in November 2001.

“I don’t think it will take us too long

" to get the signatures,” proposai sup-
- porter Brenda Gracin said. “The way I .

and others gee it, the city clerk is just

beluw the maynr in lmpnrtance and we -

Observer wins awards
| for photos editorial page

mpomlble for the ed:wnal pnge
The contest covered Oct. 5
Oct. 6, 1999, and included whurban

‘newspapers in the United States and

Canada. Different Observer ednwms

received a total of 16 awards.

“We are' proud of the recognition we
receive from the SNA, a compemum
with our peers in the auburban news-

paper business,” said Hugh Gallagher.
Observer managing editor, “It affirms
that we are dm'n,g a good job in serving

ﬁuumm
7340987, .r““}d

1998, to |

believe it's a pomtmn the people qhuuld
decnde
The. 18sue arose ﬂfter a fmar member

" “council majority fired Gibbong on Jan.
18 - four days after President Charles -

“Trav Griffin piaved her oo jeave, took
her keys and nrdvrvd her nut ot her
office.

The actions :mgvre(i roudent% whao

2K

i i .

..

75¢

4 take full respenmbxlity for both of
them,” KozomskyWaacek said, “and |
am sorry.”

- She said Tueaday that she and the -

employees gambled with their own

money. She conceded going to the casi-

‘ho “on occasion, several times” and said

she played the 50-cent slot machines.

“I want to take my punishment and
get it over with and get on with my life
and my work,” Kozorosky- Wlacek sald

* tears rolling down her cheeks.

 “ feel that [ have embarrassed my ..
and I am sorry for my f'amily,

the mayor and all rny friende. she‘

| Probatmn
| program
praised

'BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER

delem@oe. homecomm,net

Arreqted twice for driving drunk. a

- 39-vear-old father of two credits a
- Westland court program for helpmg o

him stay sober for 18 month® now.

Tom, who didn't want his fast name
used, thought he'd fice a big fine and
monthly visits to an uncaring proha.
tion officer after his second arrest.

“It's pretty much a revenue 1ssue for
a ot of cities. " he sard. “They just want -
your money.”

Tom didn't realize that ‘Westland
18th District Court, according to local

~judges, has one of the most intensive
probation programs in southeast
-~ Michigan.

Judge C. Charles Bokos furcud Tom
to report every week - rather than
vvery month - {or probation appoint-
ments, Tom's other choice - Juil.

Tom had to blow tate o Hreathalveer
each pmb{tmn visit and otten had to
give urine samples to prm v he was

“¢lean,

“The prnhatum officers wanted to
know what waz going un in my life.
They seemed genuinely interested in
seeing that ['staved out of trouble.” -
Tom. a home improv ement store sales-
man, said. "When yuouTre re m:nded

every week, it helps.

“It didn't take long ﬂgure out that‘
this is probably a dumn good program,
he said. "If  hadn't had this program, 1

- probably would've been in trouble

again in po time.”

Tom had to stay in the pmgr mm fora-
year, although the court gradually
reduced his Hwh frum weekly to

- monthly.

“The whole time thm re \-\hll]ln{: VO
dewn,” he said. ‘ :

Tom also had 1o attend a moee Uinge
and histen to people who lost famtly

members in drunken dn\ Ing ace xdvm»
-\nd he had to visit a thvra;mt ‘
‘ "'] he jur‘v ‘s still out on the therapy

f-"h*aso soc COURT, A;

'Szgnature seekers work toward an elected clerk

. BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

nesw wint h'» welge L)‘m cm_mt'll 5 .'erl‘u.)rl-

“ty for chonsing a clerk by pushing a

ballot proposal to amend the oty c?l ir-
ter,

“1 think thv glvxk should be apswer-
abie tu us, Al we -umuu‘t be atilv Lo prat
our ity clerk in affice.” Gracin said.

_ Counetlman Richard LeBlaue whoe

Please sec CLERK, A7

Home Dpiwerv 734-591-0500

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ STAFE PINYTO RY TOM AW
wumon' Danu‘llr' Harrwll irighti was the subpeet of a photo story
bv Tom Hawiev He documented the .skatcrs sLnior year,
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Family Dining in Wast:
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fee hours permdimay :
to hear constztuent
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A 23- year c1ty employee

Kozorosky-Wiacek, 65, has accu-

mulated numerous ‘national and

state awards for her leadership -

in providing senior citizen ser-

vices. She has served as Friend-
~ship Center director since 1987.
'Her annual salary is $71,625.

- “I love my job, and I love the
she said Tuesday, “I

the center.”

L, The gambling outings occurred ‘
' 'in & van donated by local auto -
. dealer Red Holman, and general
sales manager Steve McGowan
. said the company will not take .
{ _the vehicle away from the
" Friendship Center.

“That would be the last. thmg
make any
impairments to our semors.
McGowan said.

The van is used to prov:de ser-‘

vices such as home-delivered -
- meals for shut-in séniors and for
. senior field trips,
 Ina letter ta Mayor Thomas,.
" Kozorosky-Wiacek on Tuesday

said, “I am filled with sorrow

"that my actions have made.this

city, the city 1 love, the city that

 Tcall home, look bad. I have cre-

ated a black cloud that now

“hangs over this city. I apologize
] to the citizens, you mayor, my -
| I fatmly and anyone else who may

" have suffered as a result of my

very poor judgment.”

The gambling trips became .
public on television Monday’
" night when Fox 2 news aired a
~ story showmg Kozorosky-Wiacek
. and her two employees at Momr:

City Casino.
Reporter Scott Lewis confront-

. éd the three employees last week

| at ‘the Friendship Center,
. prompting Kozorosky-Wiacek to
" confess the gambhng mps w the
- mayor.

e 8 talked to Syl\na laat Fnday,

.*Thomu said. “She was so dis-
. combobulated and upset that she:
couldnt talk All she could do

: wascry

“She’s sol'ry, he
said, “and she

- did was not prop-
er.
. The gambling

think she made several trips
down’ there but I don’t know
how many,” Thomas said,

" “It’s unfortunate,” he said. “It’s

- one of those unhappy things that
It won't happen .

h‘appen‘
again, I can guarantee it.”
~Councilman Glenn Anderson
said Tuesday he didn’t believe
Kozorosky-Wiacek’s actions nec-
essarily warranted her firing.
- “But it is a serious problem, it

sounds like to me, and I hope

that a complete investigation

- will be done (by thée mayor) and
‘that the appropriate action will
- be taken,” Anderson aajd.

- Anderson said he hopes the
mayor will treat the situation as

‘seriously as he did several years

ago when a former parks and

" recreation director was accused

of embezzling city money to sup-
port a gambling habit. -

‘ Thomas fired Charles Slcene
who was found innocent of
embezzlmg charges by a Wayne

County jury.

Councilman Rwhard LeBlanc

said he objects even to organized.

casino field trips for seniors,

- although he said his position
‘may not be popular.

LeBlanc suggested the Fnend
ship Center should host its own

Las Vegas style night if gam-

bling is perceived as a necessary

-entertainment,

Thomas, meanwhile, smd he

hopes the public will remember

that all three employees who vis-

ited the casmo have “unblem-

Y

1Bhed records.”
He smgled out Kozoroskv-

Wiacek for “a dlstmgumhed

career of excellent servwe to the
c;ty fur over 23’ years

. -Auetions on iinpounded,
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-, Bervices for Josephine
- Magoulick, 91, of Westland were

Feb. 28 in St. Theodore C hurch
with burial at Mount Olwe

Mrs, Magﬁuhck was born \law
nland, Mich .

and died Feb. 25. She’fwas a

homemaker.

Surviving are her sons, Daniel

daughter-in- law, Pauline; sever-
8l nieces and nephews 11 grand-
children; and eight great-grand-
children. |

Mrs. Mageulick was preceded
in death by her husband. Joun.
and son, John.

Arrangements were handled
through L. J. Griffin Funeral
Home.

GENEVA A. WALSH ‘
Services for Geneva Walsh. 71,
of Wayne were Feb, 2’& in Uht
Funeral Home.

‘Mrs. Walsh was born Sept. 23,
1928, and died Feb. 21 at her
‘home in Wayne. She wasa
homemaker.

Surviving are her husband.
Edward; sons, Glen. Gorden

~ (Ruth), Brian (Linda), Patrick
~ (Mary) and Edward Jr. tJessica).

‘daughters, Audrey (Kevin) Fox,
Gilonia (Daniel) Sills, Theresa
Sills, Colleen (the late James}
Raymond of Westland and Tracy

‘Wohlfeil; sisters, Loretta Seay,’

Virginia Walsh, Zelma Short,

- Neoma and Louella; 28 grand-
_ children; and 13 great-grandclnL
" dren. .

- Mrs, Walsh wis preceded in

- death by her son, Mark; sisters,

May and Rose Clark; and broth-

| oer, Wllham Clark

‘m ﬂ. cam ‘
‘Funeral arrangements for- Adele
Camen, 83, of Westland, former-
ly of Dearborn, were handled by
-Vermeulen Funeral Home in ‘
Plymouth Township with burial
at Northview Cemetery in I)ear

" bom;

Mrs. Cameu was born Nm 16,‘

| 19186; in Trenton, N.J., and died

Feb. 29 in Westland. She was an
executive secretary in the auto--
motive industry..

‘Mrs. Camen lwed all her lnfe .
in Dearboin, where she graduat-
ed from Fardson High Schoo} in .
1934. She worked 30 years, with.
Ford Motor Co. ‘

Surviving Mrs. Camen is her

~son, Richard Camen of Sed(ma

Arig. ‘
Mrs. bamm was precedm mn

- death by her son, Donald o
: ‘Camm : :

-'mw KENMEDY, 0.D. .
“Amnlmtl‘ur\rlceforl"l)gnmn

A

v l(!\l\
R TN

|

hennedv, 57, of Plymouth Town-

ship 'will be 2 p.m. Saturday, -

March 11, in Christ Church,
Ironsse Pointe. Interment wﬂl be

in Thamesford, Ontano SR

Dr. Kennedy was born Oct. 22 |

1942, in Detroit and died Feb.
21. Dr. Kennedy, optometrist'
nnd authority in laser viaion coru
eotion/dry eye syndrome, died -
after a courageous battle with

ocaneer.

He was a graduate of l.,eelanau
School for Boys, Detroit Institute

| of Technology and Hlineis Col-

lege of Optometry, réceiving his
Ibachelor of science and doetor of

; optometry degrees. He served as

a captain in the U.S. Air Force
e chief of Optometric Services
at the 170th USAF Hospital in
Altus, Okla, and was adjunct
pr(‘)fusmr for Ferris State College

S aof Optometry and
© optometrist/advisor for the VA

g T
1 j b
L T

Hospital in Allen Park.

In 1975, he opened his private
optumetric practice (Vision Asgo-
ciates of Westland) and served -
as a contgct lens consultant for
many area aphthalmologists..In.

. 1981, fellow optometrist Randy -

Houdek joined him in b,is prac-
tice.

He was a lifelong baseball
enthusiast, coaching many years
for the Plymouth-Canton Junior
Baseball League, winning sever-
al division championships. He

watched his sons, Christopher

and Scott, play varsity baseball
as pitchers for Plymouth-Canton

‘High Schoal (and Scott playing

professionally for the Toronto
Blue Jays and Detroit Tigers
farm cluhs). Dr, Kennedy was a
Civil War enthusiast. = -

He was an expert and lecturer '
on various forms of laser refrac.

tive surgery and dry eye ayn- -

_drome in the U.S., Canada, and
| the U.S. Virgin Islands forTLC ‘

Laser Eye Centers.
Dr. Kennedy was past presi-

dent of the Wayne County Opto-
"metric Asgociation, a member of
the American Society of Cataract
. and Refractive Surgeons, direc-

tor of Metropolitan Detroit Opto-

metric Association, and a mem-

ber of the Michigan and Ameri-
can Optometric Associationa and

| National Advisory Board.of TLC ‘

Lager Eye Centers.
Surviving are his wife ef33

(Maria), Scott (Kimberly); sister,

| Carol (Jac) Purdon. Both daugh-
ters-in-law are expec%ing t;he
‘couples’ first child.-

Dr. Kennedy. was ;n-amded in
death by his parenta, Dr. and

Mrs. Carroll Kennedy,. .

Arrangements are being han-
_dled throu

Home in Plymouth Tmhip

Trav Nowel~io
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