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TODAY 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

Missionary work: A moth
er and daughter from 
Livonia travel to Costa 
Rica with several area 
United Methodist church
es to help construct a 
building in a remote Cen
tral American village. / B l 

Benefit: A First Step bene
fit March 26 mixes fash
ion fun with a good 
cause. / B l 

AT HOME 

Fixing H up: If you own an 
old piece of furniture, 
don't throw it away. See if 
it can be restored with 
new upholstery./06 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Music: The Chieftains 
will play traditional Irish 
music, including some 
songs from their newest 
CD, during a March 8 
concert at Hill Auditori
um in Ann Arbor. / E l 

Dining: FiHd out why 
David's New York Deli in 
Livonia is one of the 
Take-out Guy's favorite 
lunch stops./E8 

REAL ESTATE 

A good Job: If you like to 
work with your hands, 
these guys will pay you 
until you can earn even 
more./FL 
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Senior director gambles, loses 
Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek, director of the 
Senior Resources Department, has been sus
pended by Mayor Robert Thomas after it was 
discovered she and two employees visited a 
Detroit casino to gamble during work hours. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAOT Warren 
dclem9oeiiomecomm.net 

Facing an unpaid, two-week job sus
pens ion , W e s t l a n d ' s s en io r c i t izen 
re sources director Tuesday made a 
t e a r fu l apology for g a m b l i n g a t a 
Detroit casino during work hours. 

Weep ing inside he r office, Sylvia 
Kozorosky-Wiacek also accepted blame 

for two employees who accompanied 
her and for using a city van for gam
bling outings. 

"1 made a poor judgment , ajjd I'm 
very sorry," she said. "I'm going to take 
my p u n i s h m e n t as d i r ec ted by my 
mayor." 

Mayor Robert Thomas placed the 
longtime senior director on a two-week 
suspension tha t Btarted Wednesday, 

saying her "improper use of time and a 
city vehicle" a t Motor City Casino will 
coat her $2,754 in pay. 

Thomas conceded tha t Kozoroskyr 
Wiacek made "several" improper trips 
from the city's senior Friendship Cen
t e r to t h e ca« ino , bu t he said he 
believes she has learned from her mis
take. 

"If she did it again I'd terminate her, 
and I think she knows that," the mayor 
said. / 

T h o m a s a n n o u n c e d a one week , 
unpaid suspension for Friendship Cen
ter main tenance employee Mike Sig-
worth, who drove the van, and for part-
time worker Nancy Guaetta. 

"I take full responsibility for both of 
them," Kozorosky-Wiacek said, "and I 
am sorry," 

She said Tuesday that she and the 
employees gambled with t h e i r own 
money. She conceded going to the casi
no "on occasion, several times" and said 
she played the 50-cent slot machines. 

*I want to take my punishment and 
get it over with and get on with my life 
and my work," Kozorosky-Wiacek said, 
tears rolling down her cheeks. 

"i feel tha t I have embarrassed my 
staff .,. and I am sorry for my family, 
t he mayor and all my friends," she 
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Looking good: Brittney Neighbor (centerj and Leanna Moland (right) practice at the Bailey 
Center with the rest of their team, the Westland Stars. 

Stars have reasons to cheer! 
BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Cheerleading is a lot more than a 
bunch of pretty girls jumping 
up and down and yelling. 

I t ' s abou t a t h l e t i c s , . t e a m w o r k , 
building self-esteem and muster ing 
up courage, according to Toni Lay, 
coach of the Westland S t a r s cheer-
l e a d i n g and dance t e a m offered 
through Westland Parks and Recre
ation. 

The team will use all those virtues 
March 5 during the Showcase Ameri
ca state and regional championships. 

"I always tell the girls, 'It 's not if 
you win or lose, but did you have a 
grea t dance?'" Lay said. "I'm not a 

win-at-all-cost coach. They should be 
l e a r n i n g , growing, hav ing a good 
time and enjoying what they do." 

But winning is good, too, Lay said, 
explaining tha t she vividly remem
bers what, it was like to be on a soft-
ball t eam t h a t cap tu red the s t a t e 
championship when she was 17. 

"When we made the last out it was 
like everything was in slow motion," 
Lay said. "Itell the girls that there is 
nothing that feels as good as knowing 
tha t you were the best and reached 
your goal It 's like you've won the 
Stanley Cup 'or World Series or any
thing like t h a t ' ' 

The girls agree. 

P l e a s e see STARS, A3 

A pause: Co-captain Tara 
Freni (clockwise), captain 
Melissa Richards "and Brit
tney Neighbor take a break to 
play a counting game. 

BY DAMELL CLEM 
STAFF WRrrER 
dclemQoe.hontecomm.net 

Arrested twice for driving drunk, a 
39-year-old fa ther of. two c red i t s a 
Westland court program for helping 
him stay sober for 18 months now. 

Tom, who didn't want his last name 
used, thought he'd face a big fine and 
monthly visits to an uncaring proba
tion officer after his second arrest.. 

"It's pretty much a revenue issue for 
a lot of cities." he s;ud. "They just want 
your money." 

Tom didn ' t real ize t h a t W e t l a n d 
18th District Court, according to. local 
judges, has one of the most intensive 
p r o b a t i o n p r o g r a m s in s o u t h e a s t 
Michigan 

Judge C. Charles Bokos forced Tom 
to report every u:i'fk. ~ r a t h e r tfo.m 
every month - for .probation appoint
ments, Tom's other choice - jail. 

Tom had to blow into a Hre;ilhalyzei-
each probation visit ami often had to 
give ur ine samples ro prove he was 
clean. 

' 'The probation officers wanted to 
know what was going on in my life 
They .seemed genuinely int.ere*ted' in 
seeing tha t I 's tayed out of t rouble." 
Tom. a home improvement .store sales
man, sa id . "When you>e reminded 
every week; it helps*. 

"It didn't take long to figure out that 
this is probably a damn good program," 
he said. "If I hadn't had this program, 1 
p robab ly would 've been in t r o u b l e 
again in no time." 

Tom had to .stay in the program for a • 
year, a l though . the court g radua l ly 
r educed h is v i s i t s from weekly to 
monthly. 

"The whole time they're weaning you 
down," he said. 

Tom also had to at tend a meei infr 
and listen to people who lost family 
members'in drunken driving accidents 
And he had to visit a therapist. 

"The jury's still out on the therapy 

Please see COURT, AT 

Signature-seekers work toward an elected clerk 
BY DAHREIX CLEW 
STAFF Waraa 
dciemtOoe.homecomm.net 

West land residents angered by the 
firing of City Clerk Patricia Gibbons 
embarked Monday on a petition drive, 
a m i d hopes of ma k i ng t h e c o u n c i l 
appointed post a voter-elected position. 

Residents will have 90 days to collect 

\ the 2,715 voter signatures they need to 
seek a ballot proposal on whether the 
clerk's job should become an elected 
post, s tart ing in November 2001. 

"I don't think it will take us too long 
to get the s igna tu re s , ' proposal sup^ 

. porter Brenda Gracin said. *The way I 
and others see it, the city clerk is just 
below the mayor in importance, and we 

believe it's a position the people should 
decide." 

The issue arose after a four-member 
council majority fired Gibbons on Jan. 
l# - four days after President Chartes 
Tray* Griffin placed tier on ieav<\ t<K>k 

h e r keys and ordered her out of her 
office 

The actions angered residents who 

now want to seize the councils authori
ty for choosing a clerk by pushing a 
ballot proposal to amend the city char
ter, 

"1 think the clerk.should be answer 
a o i f 141 u.-v m i l l A f .Mimuil I.K nihi1 lit JHU 
our city clerk in office." Gracin said 
. Councilman Richard l.eBlautr. who 
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wins 
for photos, editorial page 

The Westland Observer has received 
two first-place swards from the Subur
ban Newspapers of America, they are 
for Beat Editorial Page and best fea
ture photo story or series, for photogra-

respohsiNe for the editorial page. 
The contest covered Oct: 5, 1998, to 

Oct. 6, 1999,'.'and.included suburban 
newspapers in the United States and 
Canada Different Observer edition* 

frf 'flW,!**"1*?'* «»ri«« on skater received a total of 16 award* 
HartaelL 

HartaeH, » US, pairs figure skating 
champion, graduated last year from 
John Olenn High School Hawley's 
story was titled "Danielle: A Day in the 
Life.' 

Community Editor Julie Brown is 

"We are'proud of the recognition w? 
receive from the SNA, a competition 
with our peers in the suburban news
paper business,** said Hugh Gallagher. 
Observer managing editor -It affirm* 
that we are doing « good job in serving 
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Winners: Dan ielie Ftartnell inght> wnx thr suhjrt't of a photo xtorv 
Heaae see &W&H4, Af Ay ̂ 7 1 Hawtey* He dxxtumenlvd thf skatir'a suiior year. 
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Brad Eroone, 
Sports Editor 

{734)953*2123 
Demons® 
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Hawley, 
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Bryan Mrtc 
Photograi 
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Benton, 
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Kan Mocteon, 
Community Ufa Editor 
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Heidi Hamill, 
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said. 
A 23-year city employee, 

Kozorosky-Wiacek, 65, has accu
mulated numerous national and 
state awardB for her leadership 
in providing senior citizen ser
vices. She has served as Friend
ship Center director since 1987. 
Her annual salary is $71,625. 

1 love my job, and I love the 
people," she said Tuesday, "I 
need to be surrounded by people 
that ere loyal and dedicated to 
the center." 

• f The gambling outings occurred 
in a van donated by local auto 
dealer Red Holman, and general 
sales manager Steve McGowan 
said the company will not take 
t he vehicle away from the 
friendship Center. 

T h a t would be the last thing 
we would want to do - make any 
impairments to our seniors," 
McGowan said: 

The van is used to provide ser
vices such as ho me-delivered 
meals for shut-in seniors and for 
senior field trips. 

In a. letter to Mayor Thomas, 
Kozorosky-Wiacek on Tuesday 
said, "I am filled with sorrow 
that my actions have made this 
city, the city I love, the city that 
I call home, look bad. I have cre
a ted a black cloud tha t now 
hangs over this city. I apologize 
to the citizens, you mayor, my 
family and anyone else who may 
have suffered as a result of my 
very poor judgment.-

The gambling tr ips became 
public on television Monday 
night when Fox 2 news aired a 
story showing Kozorpsky-Wiacek 
and her two employees at Motor 
City Casino. 

Reporter Scott Lewis confront* 
ed the three employees last week 
a t the Fr iendship Center , 
prompting KozoroBky-Wiacek to 
confess the gambling trips to the 
mayor. 

*I talked to Sylvia last Friday," 
Thomas said. "She was so dis~ 
combobulated and upset that she 
couldn't talk. All she could do 

was cry. 
"She's sorry," he 

said, "and she 
knows what she 
did was not prop
er." 

The gambling 
t r ips haye been 

"going on for a length of time. I 
think she made several trips 
down there, but I don't know 
how many," Thomas said. 

"It's unfortunate," he said. "It's 
one of those unhappy things that 
happen ... It won't happen 
again, I can guarantee it." 

Councilman Glenn Anderson 
said Tuesday he didn't believe 
Kofcorosky-Wiacek'S actions nec
essarily warranted her firing. 

"But it is a serious problem, it 
sounds like to me, and I hope 
that a complete investigation 
will be done (by the mayor) and 
that the appropriate action will 
be taken," Anderson said. 

Anderson said he hopes the 
mayor will treat the situation as 
seriously as he did several years 
ago when a former parks and 
recreation director was accused 
of embezzling city money to sup
port a gambling habit. 

Thomas fired Charles Skene, 
who was found innocent of 
embezzling charges by a Wayne 
County jury. 

Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
said he objects even to organized 
casino field t r ips for seniors, 
although he said his position 
may not be popular. 

LeBtanc suggested the Friend
ship Center should host its own 
Las Vegas-style night if gam
bling is perceived as a necessary 
entertainment. 

Thomas, meanwhile, said he 
hopes the public will remember 
that all three employees who vis
ited the casino have "unblem
ished records," • ' . 

He singled out Kozorosky-
Wiaeek.for "a dist inguished 
career of excellent service to the 
cjty for over 23 years* 
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MAtiOUUCK 
Services for Josephine 
Magoulick, 91, of Westland were 
Feb. 28 in St. Theodore Church 
with burial at Mount Olivet 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Magoulick was born May 
9,1908, ih Greenland, Mich , 
and died Feb, 25. She was a 
homemaker. 

Surviving are her sons, Daniol 
(Diane) and Thomas (Nancy); 
daughter-inTlaw, Pauline1; pever-
al nieces and nephews: 11 grand
children; and eight great-grand
children. 

Mrs. Magoulick was preceded 
in death by her husband, John. 
and son, John. 

Arrangements were handled 
through L, J. Griffin Funeral 
Home. 

aCMCVA A WALSH 
Services for Geneva Walsh. 71, 
of Wayne were Feb. 23 in I'ht 
Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Walsh was born Sept 23, 
1928, and died Feb. 21 at her 
home in Wayne, She was a 
homemaker. 

Surviving are her husband. 
Edward; sons, Glen, Gordon 
(Ruth), Brian (Linda), Patrick 
(Mary) and Edward Jr. (Jessica I: 
daughters, Audrey (Kevin) Fox, 
Gloria (Daniel) Sills, Theresa 
Sills, Colleen (the late James) 
Raymond of Westland and Tracy 
Wohlfeil; sisters, Loretta Seay, 
Virginia Walsh, Zelma Short, 
Neoma and Louella; 28 grand
children; and 13 great-grandchil
dren. 

Mrs, Walsh was preceded in 
death by her son, Mark; sisters, 
May and Rose Clark; and broth
er, William Clark, 

Funeral arrangements for Adele 
Camen, 83, of Westland, former
ly of Dearborn, were handled by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home in 
Plymouth Township with b.uriu! 
at Northview Cemetery in Dear
born, 

Mrs Camen was born Nov. 16, 
1916; in Trenton, N.J., and died 
Feb. 29 m Westland. She was an 
executive secretary in the auto
motive industry. 

Mrs. Camen lived all her life 
ih Dearborn, where she graduat
ed from Fordson High School in 
1934. She worked 30 years, with 
Ford Motor Co. 

Surviving Mrs. Camen is her 
son, Richard Camen of Sedona, 
.Ari*., 

Mrs. Camen was preceded in 
death by her son, Donald 
Camen 

> W. KDMaVY, O.0. 
A memorial service for Dennis 

Kennedy, 57, of Plymouth Town
ship will be 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 11, in Christ Church, 
Grosse Pointe. Interment will be 
in Thamesford, Ontario. 

Dr Kennedy was born Oct. 22, 
1942, in Detroit and died Feb. 
21 Dr Kennedy, optometrist 
and authority in laser vision cor* 
reotion/dry eye syndrome, died 
after a courageous battle with 
cjincer, 

He was a graduate of Leelanau 
School for Boys, Detroit Institute 
of Technology and Illinois Col' 
lege of Optometry, receiving his 
bachelor of science and doctor of 
optometry degrees. He served as 
r.i captain in the U.S. Air Force . 
us chief of Optometric Services 
at the 170th USAF Hospital in 
Altus, Okla , and was adjunct 
professor for Ferris State College 
<?f Optometry and 
optometrist/advisor for the VA 
Hospital in Allen Park. 

In 1975, he opened his private 
cytometric practice (Vision Asso
ciates of Westland) and served 
as a contact lens consultant for 
many area ophthalmologists.. In. 
1981, fellow optometrist Randy 
Houdek joined him in his prac
tice. 

He was a lifelong baseball 
enthusiast, coaching many years 
for the Plymouth-Canton Junior 
Baseball League, winning sever
al division championships. He 
watched his soma, Christopher 
and Scott, play varsity baseball 
as pitchers for Plymouth-Canton 
High School (and Scott playing 
professionally for the Toronto 
Blue Jays and Detroit Tigers 
farm clubs). Dr, Kennedy was a 
Civil War enthusiast. 

He was an expert and lecturer 
on various forms of laser refrac
tive surgery and dry eye ayn-

. drome in the U.S., Canada, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands for TLC 
Laser Eye Centers. 

Dr. Kennedy was past presi
dent of the Wayne County Opto
metry Association, a member of 
the American Society of" Cataract 
and Refractive Surgeons, direc
tor of Metropolitan Detroit Opto-
metric Association, and a mem
ber of the Michigan and Ameri* 
can Optometric Associations and 
National Advisory Board of TLC 
Laser Eye Centers. 

Surviving are his wife ef 33 
years, Sandra; sons, <3l«raitopher 
(Maria), Scott (KimbertyV, sister, 
Carol (Jac) Purdon. Both daugh
ters-in-law are expecting the 
couples' first child-

Dr. Kennedv was nroefidpn in 
death by his parents, Dr. and 
Mrs, Carroll Kennedy, 

Arrangements are being han
dled through Verrasultn Funeral 
Home in Plymouth Township 
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Stars from page A1 

Melissa Richards, captain of 
the Westland Stars, is in the sev
enth grade and has been with 
the team since she was in the 
f i f t h .g rade . The 12-year-old 
W e s t l a n d r e s iden t sa id t h a t 
being on the team not only built 
her cheerleading skills, but also 
helped her make more friends. 

"And it t a u g h t me t h a t in 
order to accomplish something 
with other people you have to 
work as a team," she said. 

There are 12 members on the 
Westland Stars and they range 
in age from 10 to 14 years old. 
They live in Inkater, Livonia and 
W e s t l a n d and a re l e a r n i n g 
cheerleading skills and a variety 
of five dance styles in the class, 
Team members have come from 
a number of area communities 
and have also included boys. 

Unfortunately, Lay said, a lot 
of people m i s t a k e n l y t h i n k 
c h e e r l e a d e r s a re g iv ing the 
wrong message abou t t hem
selves because they ' re on the 
sidelines. 

"Being an athlete, myself, in 
h igh school and col lege and 
be ing a fan of p ro fe s s iona l 
sports, I know these cheerlead
ers work harder than any foot
ball or basketball male counter
part, whether it's for a game or a 
compe t i t i on , " sa id Lay, who 
started the team 17 years ago. 

"Cheerleaders and the fans are 
the hear t and soul of a team," 
said Lay, an art teacher at Madi
son and Jefferson-Barns elemen

tary schools in the Wayne-West-
land district. 

"If you talk to any professional 
sports team player, they'll teH 
you tha t the cheer leaders and 
fans mean a lot to them," she 
said "The cheerleaders are the 
spark on a stick of dynamite that 
helps get the fans behind the 
team," 

And j u s t l ike all a t h l e t e s , 
c h e e r l e a d e r s m u s t l ea rn the 
i m p o r t a n c e of t e a m w o r k . To 
drive the point home, Lay con
stantly repeats tha t there isn't 
an 1 " in "team." 

"That they learn teamwork is 
my ultimate goal," she added. 

This year , a member of the 
Westland Stars is carrying on a 
legacy started by her mother, a 
former c h e e r l e a d e r from 
Churchill High School in Livo
nia. 

"When I watch her, I see how 
much pride she takes in being a 
c h e e r l e a d e r a n d I know t h a t 
comes from her mom," Lay, 37, 
said. "You can see a lot of the 
skill that her mom has passed on 
to her daughte r . Perhaps t h a t 
girl's daughter will be a cheer
leader, also." 

Explaining some of the charac
ter building attributes to Cheer
io.- J . ' n ^, T „W 4.*ill*. M n^AWr „l>>»,,f rt 
ICT-dUlll^. , L i t l J W I 1 0 i\ »?VViJf U k > O u b 14 

captain who was competing at a 
s t a t e championsh ip when her 
knee gave way due to a previous 
medical problem - a dislocated 
kneecap. 

On the last routine she forgot 

STATF PK7ti> n MJUBV TAPUwn 
Practice makes perfect: Brittney Neighbor, 10, extends her arms during a number at practice. The girls, mem
bers of the Westland Stars, were rehearsing a piece for an upcoming competition. 

to put on her knee brace, Her 
knee popped and s h e was in 
excruciating pain, but she got up 
and t r ied to continue unt i l it 
hurt too much. 

"She had the fortitude to walk 

out the back of the gym, because 
she knew that if she didn't, the 
team would be disqualified," Lay 
sa id . " T h a t ' s where she col
lapsed. She was a person who 
led by example. Always do your 

bes t . Always pu t for th t h e 
effort," 

Years later, the girl wrote Lay 
letters explaining how cheerlead
ing gave her t h e c o u r a g e to 
believe in herself a n d to know 

thai she couid do anything if she 
tned. 

"I watched her blossom from a 
very shy girl in to one of bes t 
cheerleaders in terms of leader
ship, poise and skill," Lay said, 

A Westland nursing home has 
ave r t ed a possible s h u t d o w n 
after failing several state inspec
tions last August. 

The former Nightingale West 
Nurs ing Home. 8365 N. New-
b u r g h , h a s been sold to new 
owner C h a r l e s Dunn and 
renamed Four Seasons Nursing 
Center of Westland. 

"This facility is an absolute 
opportunity of a lifetime," Dunn 
said Wednesday. 

The changes will allow the 
facility to continue receiving fed
eral funding and remain open. 

Otherwise, Dunn said, "all of 
the 11501 residents would have 
been relocated by th is coming 
Friday," He said some residents 
who already had been taken to 
hospitals are returning. 

Dunn said the state has placed 
"very' strict conditions'* on what 
has to be accomplished at the 
facility He also owns a Detroit 

n u r s i n g home and sa id he, i« 
eager to improve Four Seasons 
Nursing Center. 

"The new owner h a s a new 
attitude," he said, 

Dunn said 90 percent of the 
fonner employees will keep their 
jobs , and the rest a re being 
replaced. 

He said the facility was saved 
through the efforts of state regu
lators, Service Employees Local 
79, attorneys and staff member* 

He promotes civil rights 
BY SUE BUCK 
9TAFK WRITER 
gbuck&oe.horoecomm.net 

The Rev. Virgil Humes knows that activism and 
civil rights mean vigilance and noncomplacency. 

When three of his churchgoers at New Hope Mis
sionary Baptist Church in Wayne were ticketed for 
being parked between the sidewalk and the curb 
near his church Feb. 6, he and members of the 
community reacted, receiving statewide publicity. 
C h u r c h ' m e m b e r s weren ' t given any warn ing , 
Humes said. A polite request to move the cars was 
all that was necessary, he added About 350 people 
attended that service so parking was at a premi
um-: 

"I went to Wayne City Hall to make a statement 
asking for dialogue with that city to work togeth
er," said Humes, a Plymouth Township resident 
for five years, "I asked t h a t they not act aggres
sively or hastily toward any church in the City of 
Wayne, that we talk about issues first." . 

The city manager and city police chief suggested 
that the tickets be sent in. admitting responsibili
ty, but with explanation, he said. A letter has been 
sent asking the city not to prosecute the $20 tick
ets. 

"They could have responded m another way," 
Humes said. "They have given more respect to bar 
pat rons and house par t ies . Friends don't write 
friends tickets. We were not impeding traffic." 

Humes said the Ixird led him to Plymouth Town
ship to add diversity. With George Ward, another 
Plymouth Township resident, and Jim Nettc'f. a 
member of the Western Wayne chap te r of the 
NAAC.P. he asked the township hoard during its 
Tuesday meeting to honor Martin Luther King's 
birthdate next year with either a resolution or clos
ing township offices, 

"Why not display and recognize to the'citizenry' 
as well as the personnel who work for the town
ship, the works of Dr. King9" Hume? asked, "If he 
were alive today, he would say to the township of 
Plymouth, 'You still have a way to go'.'" 

«T*ff Pmrprim P«i MnwwiAV*. 

Leader: 'The Rev Virgil Humes is pastor 
of the New Hop*' Missionary Baptist 
Church in Wayne 
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King's struggle continues, he said. "There still 

exists that glass ceiling that African-Americans 
can't get through and women can't get through," 
Humes said'. 

Even in 2000, Humes says young people still uae 
the V word against him on the street. 

"Why should 1 have to be bothered by those 
types of insults in 2000?". Humes asked "These 
types of sentiments are taught and encouraged by 
adults, by parents. Each person needs to make a 
personal effort to befriend someone from another 
culture to understand that culture, background, 
and differences." 

As a student 'of Morehouse College m Atlanta. 
Humes recalled his shock when he went to a down
town department store in 1978 and he could still 
see the writing behind the paint near two water 
fountains: "Whites only" and "Colored only." 

"That really bothered me," Humes said He 
returned to Detroit realizing the struggle King 
experienced still exists today. "Sometimes 'we in 
the north hide behind the facade that everything is 
well," Humes said. 

In 1996, Humes' church was.badly vandalized 
with swastikas painted on the hack wall. Though 
the hurt still remained. Humes agreed to. a Wayne 
County Circuit Court judge's request to allow one 
of the two vandals to do community service within 
Humes' church, The other man was sent to jail. 

At first Humes questioned whether he wanted "a 
racist" doing work in his church, "I thought to 
myself. I'm in the business of changing people." 
Humes said. "If anyone was to.change his mind 
about African Americans, we as a church should be 
able to do that." , 

Though the 19-yea'r-old man did chores around 
the church. Humes was more interested in "chang
ing his heart." A better relationship resulted and 
the man admitted he made a poor choice of friend 
ships, Humes said. The other man never showed 
remorse. 

Following that vandalism, Humes attended and 
submitted written congressional testimony on May 
24, 1996, at 1'S. Congressional Judiciary hearings 
on church burnings and vandalism 

He recently received the Michigan Chapter of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference's 
Year 2000 Outstanding Civie/Hehginus leadership 
Award. 

The church broke ground in DecenuVr' tor a new 
location on Michigan Avenue near Wnm that wd'l 
be 24.000 square feet, t h r w times larger than the 
present facility on Wayne Road in Wayne Th» 
church has 700 members 

Humes-and his wife, Kimberly. a pntlessmna! 
engineer, have two children, Tiffany Hose. lr>, who 
attends Plymouth Canton High School, and Virgil 
Phillip, 15. a Centra! Middle Sih<»ol studc nt 

Humes, by profession, lias also worked as an 
engineer for ironeral MoU'u> and a buver (or Foni 

Motor t'o 
"Kvery now-and ihen. oin'mvonilirs need a wake 

up eail." Humes said "I'm iti^t Irvine to make the 
world a better place to live in That's iny purpose " 

Man waives court exam 
A Wayne man was ordered to stand trial on a 

charge of stalking his forrrrer teacher after waiv
ing preliminary examination Monday in Garden 
City's 21st District Court, 

Derek Ingle. 17. is charged with one. count of 
a g g r a v a t e d s t a lk ing , a f ive-year felony. A 
$2()0.000 cash bond was continued and Ingle 
remains incarcerated. 

The teacher called police after receiving a tele
phone call at her Garden City home from another 
student who allegedly contacted her on behalf of 
Ingle. Police said the woman only had contact 
with Ingle as his teacher at John Glenn High 

Prob lems with Ingle were reported by t h e 
teacher starting in August. She obtained a per
sonal protection order barring Ingle from contact
ing her or coming onto school property. Police 
caught Ingle at the school more than once and 
also at the teachpr's home 

In December. Ingle pleaded gudty to a misde
meanor stalking charge a.nd was sentenced to h9 
days in jail along with 'two years probation. West-
land police arrested him for a probation violation 
after he was in contact with the friend 

Circuit court arraignment for Ingle- is sched
uled fur March 13 
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