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AT HOME

Dear Readers:

A redesigned Al Home secnon makes
its debut today: in your Westland Observer.

“Today's cover story on backyard ponds -
‘was written by At Home Editor Ken Abram-
czyk and features information from area -
‘residents and landscaping companies who
specialize in pond installation/design'and ~
some tips for those handymen and worhen -
who want to build their own pond. = .

“The new section is a broadsheet like . -
the other sections in your HomeTown
Qbserver. This means farger photographs
and more focal news about gardening,
‘home decorating, home improvement and -
tandscaping. Many features that cur read-
ers look forward to each week such as
~ i *The Appﬂance Doctor” and "Market-.
place continue. Co

At Rome is demgned for people who
‘enjoy and care for thelr-home, who. like 10 -
entertain friends and family and who have
hobbies such as gardening, cooking, home
electranics, photography and decorating.
The mission of At Home - with its co|or
cover photographs and inviting design -
to help our readers enjoy the good life m
their hometown. -

We welicome your,comments and sug
gestions, Ken Abramozyk can be reached
at (734) 953-2112 or kabramczyk@ oe.
homecemm. net, | ¢can be reached-at”
(734) 953-2100 or by email at 5r0siek®
oe. homecomm. net o

Smcerely. ‘ '

Susan Rosiek, Publrsher ;

Fire svtrikes |

Lrghtnmg is suspccted of causing a

fire Wednesday evening on Farming-
ton Road south of Cowan. The call on
a fire at theé single-family home came
in around 6:30 p.m., said Westland
Deputy Fire Chief David Carignan.
Carignan, who was on the scene,

said & ncighber told fire officials she

saw lightming strike the home. .
“It did quite a bit of damage,” he
said. “The majorlty of the roof was
burned down.”
Carignan descnbed the residents as
“extremely upsel.” The home wasd
occupied at the time of the fire, "
Firefighters worked wnth a compa-
ny to board up the home and remove
- valuables.. Carignan estimated dam-
" age as high as $100,000 “when you-
take into consideration the contents.”

The Westland Fire Department |

received mutual aid from other com-
munities, as firefighters elsewhere
were dealmg with downed electrua[

. wires that were arc¢ing.
- One’ ﬁreﬁghter went to the hospital
aﬁer, the fire. He had been ill for sev-

- eral days, Carignan said, and, fighting

the fire drained his energy. “He’s fine.

- They gave him a lot of fluids.”
Cdrignan was unsure of the living:
. arrangements the family made. ‘
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“I gwe the Obseruer &
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for my car pulled in a lot
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A Westland man is accused of raping

and trying to kill a 48-year-old ‘woman.
“on Monday after he drove her to'a
"1 wooded area near Harrison and Pow-.
_ers, on the city’s southeast side.

- Brian Hursat, 42,°denied attackmg

| . the woman and told pohce he paid her
‘$20 for sex.,

Waestiand, Mmgan .

loman reports rape,

'Differing accounts are g‘xven ofa weekend sex-
-ual assault in Westland. Brian Hurst of West-
land denbes attacking a woman he is accused
of rapmg and trying to kill, The woman was -

or extenswe nuunes. Lo o

Hurst. could face life in prison 1f‘ con-

- victed of criminal charges for an attack
“that allegedly occurred bétween-1 a.m.
“and 3 a.m. Monday. He is accused of

beating, Kicking and trying to kill the
.woman, who suffered three fractured :

vertebrae mjured ribs and brumes
“She’s in_a lot of pain,” Westland
police Sgt. Michael Terry said.
_Even so, the victim was released
Monday after being treated at Oak-

~'drove away,”

Your hometown newspaper serving Westland for 35 years
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wood Hosplt&VAnnapohs in Wayne ‘
The woman told police she was walk-

ing along a street with a male friend -
. when the suspect ~ an acquamtance of_
~her estranged husband - dm\e up in a;

" pickup truck.

The woman said- the plckup driver -

_claimed ‘to have been sent by her hus-
“band-to pick her up.

““She then got into the truck and they
accordmg to a police

report of the woman’s account. “The

defendant drove into the woods at Har-
~rison and Powers, then. demanded oral
sex. She refused. He tried to force her -

head downwards. The (woman) then

'grabbed the door handle, but the defen-

BYJ ULIE BRrOWN
STAFF WRITER :
jbrown@ce.homecomm.net

hhe day dawned eold and rainy,
_Tbut that didn't dim the enthusi-
‘ - asm of participants in the local
- Memorinl Day Parade Shinday
. “We're having a parade-for all of
our fallen comrades,”
pher Kuzma of Westland waiting in
the: Kmart parking lot for the
parade’s 1 p.m. start.
- Kuzma, 23, is a former Manne now
“in the Army Reserves. He marched
with the (‘pl Edward J. Bova VEW
Post 9885 in the Wayne- Westland
‘parade,
“I have the utmost respect for any
Marine, or anyone who served in a

‘ torexgn war,

said Christo- .

Solemn occasion: Parade partzc lpa nts pause to remember the people wh o gave their lives for
their country A number of veterans’ mgamzatums partzczpated in the Sunday event.

Parade remembers sacrlﬁce

” he said, That includes
dad Chris Belmont of Westland a
Vletnam War veteran. ,

Belmont is commander far the
Bova Post of the Veterans of Foreign.
Wars. Many veterans’ organizations.
and their auxiliaries participated
Sunday, along with marehing bands
from Wayne Memorial and John
Glenn high schools, Scouts and cheer-
leading groups the Spmterq and
Cheer Angels.

Belmont served in- Vietham in
1968-69. He marched Sunday “to sup-
port .3]1 Jmy brothers that couldn’t be
‘here tmh_‘, ,md ren mber th(n sACTi-
fices.” :

The weather was a concern, but”
organizers pushed ahead with the.

‘ parade.
_once a year,

“We're a'living history hnok

‘thC‘lI‘ Knowiedge nnto vounger peopxe

'jmradc “Just to ahow Caupport for
. them,”

" granied.”

PHOTU BY RONALD PONKEY

“Memonal ‘I)n_v onily comes
" Belmont said. “You've
got to be out here, rain or shine.”™
He agre ed Vietnam veterans are
receiving long-overdue ruogmtlon

“Vietnam veterans need to pdﬁ'\, :

Belmont said.
Nearby was \\ estland Ma_\'or
R'ubert Thomas, who marched in the

Thoinas said. : g
“They need the recogmtmn the
mayor added. *[ think we take it for

He cited pldns to move the weter
ans memorial in Westland to a near-

Please sce PARADE, A3

Man 26 dzes in thh speed acczdent

Wmtlmd po!x«.e “u“pect that a!ﬂohol ‘
may be involved in a Friday morning,

high- speed accrdent that killed a 26-

year-old man on tho city's southeast
-~ Carter. 21, of Inkster, police said,

side.

Police are awmtmg autopay and
blood-alcaho! results that will show
whether Leon Dilworth II of Belleville
was drinking when he jost control of a
1999 Ford !&xplorer at Harrison and

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAPY WRITER
delem®oe  homecomm.net

" A Westland nursing home was evacu-

‘ated Sunday after a small electrical

fire raised fears that residents could be

“electrocuted or hurt by falling wires, a

eity fire official raid,
“Not one person was hurt - which
wasg nice,” Battalion Chief Michael

Reddy said.

Firefighters from Westland, Garden
City, Lavonia, Redford and Dearborn
Heights evacuated about 135 residents
and 20 emplovees of Four Chaplains
Nurmng CareCenter, on Jny Rmad woat

early

the building.” Reddy <mud
‘evacuate the lnnlriim:

Annapolis : ) o

"The 2:21 a.m. accident ki]led Dil-
worth and injured passengers Jessika
Dukes. 25, of Taylor and Crystal

Dukes remained in 8erious condition
this week at Oakwood
Hospital/Annapolis Center in Wayne,
but Carte'r had been released, police
said. ‘

Reszdents must evacuate

of Inkster.

Firefighters also warncd reside At of
10 nearby mobile homes to leave their

reridences until the electricil seare had
ended, Reddy sand. :

A rmall fire erupted mside & nursig
home electrical panel about 235 pm
and prompted the 40- nnnntn AN IRVEE
tion

“We lwmuutvd the hialding

hecause 48 was an electrical probleg

with the patential tor wires fathing on
“We did not

}‘Itr,“”““-u" Ht { hl'

Please nee EVACUATE, Ad

Newsroom: 734-953-2104

Dilw urt‘h was crossing from Inkster

anto Westland when he lost control of -

the Explorer and hit a éurb. sending
the vehicle ayeborne for 167 feot toward
A wooded aren, police said,

The vehicle slamimed into a tree and

Ianded upside down, police said.
The accident remains under investi-
gation.

t
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dant pulled her back and began»

‘assaulting her,”

The woman accused her alleged
attacker of pulling off her pants, under- =

wear and shoes, raping her and chas-

" ing her after she managed to get Out of -

the truck to flee.-

“The defendant chased her down and "
the woman-

‘kicked her in the back;”
alleged in a police report.
‘The attacker continued kicking and

truck the report said.

The victim went to a house to seek

help from the malée friend with whom

Schoeulm |
hopefuls
| hit trail

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe homecomm net

~ Four candldates are \)mg for two .
Wayne-Westland school board seats in

a June 12 election that some watchers
describe as one of the district's most

" hushed political races ever.

“Definitely- it is. one of the qmeteqt ¢
‘board Truetee Ed Turner umd Wednes-
_day.

Local media attentwn aside, the race

has stirred little interest even though
{ . voters'will choose two trustees to help
steer public educatmn for 15, OOO stu-

dents.

Uvonla school race, A2 L

Vators will choase from appointee’

Richard Etsiminger, political newcoms-
ers l.eeAnna Deniston and Cindy

. Schofield, and three-time board candi-

date Marshall Wright. The two top
vote-getters will win four-year terms.

Turner said he'd like to attribute the
quiet atmo'sphere ta public satlafactmn
with the district.

"But I still say there's an aw ful lot of
he said. “A lot .

"1path\ in our district,”
of people just aren’t aware of what goes
on. I'd like to see much more parental

Cinvolvement with the kids’ education,

and that has to start w 1th achool bhoard
glections.”
Deniston, Emmmger ‘Schnfaoid and
Wright shared their views on questions

po:,ed by the Obserwr in. the newspa- -

per’s May 21 edition. They aiso stopped
by last Thursday for %eparate perwnal
interviews.

What follows is a sy nopsm of the lat-

est round of questions and.the answers |
34, a homemaker; -
Eisiminger, 40. a real estate associate .
. broker; Schofield, 41, office manager
“for-a family:run property management
business; and Wright, 52, an elemen- .

given by Deniston;

tary school teacher in Detroit.

‘Question: Why are-you running

for school board?

" Deniston has three children, ages 1
" to 8. She has been active in programs

affecting. her children, who range from
autistic to gifted. “T want to be part of
what makes the school distriet better.”
she said.
tion at a higher level.”

Eisiminger dlw has. thrm thldn Tt

Cin _Lllv dmr.(. “sa 1 have my own vest-

ed interest in the school distriet:”
Eisiminger also said he comes from a
family of edueators,
wantz o help improve \\ avne- West:
lands image.

Schofield aiso has three children
enrolled 1 Joeal schouls. “and T'm very

Please sce SCHOOL, A4
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punching the woman’ after she fell to
the ground, and then he ﬂed in hlS‘- :

“I want to be part of the wulu :

Moreover, he
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| Hopefuls seeking Livonia seats

Douglas

net

Ali¢ia Douglas’ foray into elec-

- tive poht:cs covers all the bases.
~ Let's start with pernpectwe
| Douglas promises to bring a
- fresh one to the Livonia Board of
- Fducation. She is one of four
~people seeking two four-year

‘terms in the achool election June

112,

Next on’ tap is expenence Like

_the other three-hopefuls, Dou-
glas has not served on a school -

board before. However, she holds

L | up her 22 years of living in the

k1 - district, which includes being a .
-student, as her trumpcard.

- “It gives you & perspectwe of

~ the district as a whole,”

- Douglas, 31, a Franklin High =

graduate. “Livonia has a lot of -

deep grass roota -and always
has.”

Her own roots include bemg :

involved with the McKinley Ele-

. mentary and Jackson Center

PTA boards, Special Olympics,

" Livonia Exchange Club, Cham-
ber of Commerce, Suburban-

Republican Women and Lwoma

: FannlyY'MCA ‘
- And no campaign can roll -
“ without addressing communica-:

tion. Douglas believes the dis-
trict needs to do a better job..
I think any corporation big or

. small would probably say the

same thing,” she said. “We need

to give more information out to .

the community about what the
public schools are doing.”

On that matter, Dog_glas has a"

few things in mind.

She favors doing surveys of“

Thompson

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

' loeonnorﬂoehomeeomm.nat

Clifford Thompson is an issues
candidate, one who sees his
school board run as an ample
platform to call attention to
what he believes are. crucml edu-
cational concerns.

“T look at the other candxdab,es‘

* and they all seem to be very good

people, said Thompson, 57, who

. is married and has a son. “They

all appear to be good managers.”

Just when Thompson sounds

like he’s about to concede the

" race in the next sentence, he
~ pulle back the throttie.

“We already have good man- -
agers,” he said. “We need some- .

body who is passionate about
kids. We need somebody who
knows how children learn.” :

That's when Thompson

three degrees and attendance at

nine colleges. :
Thompson also. mentlona his

22 years in the military, portions

of which overlapped his career as

an educator. Most of his duty

. came as a non- commlssxoned
" officer.

“ d:d it avoiding the draft,”

. Thompson said. “Not very smart,

I'd say.” *
If the self-depmcatmg remark

: ‘adda lemty, that is eclipsed when
c turns to educating kids,
" He sp&:

t a majority of his teach-

ing career as an early elemem

tary instructor.
Thompson was more than cha-
grined with 19808 educntmnal

oooopon‘oit..p.oo‘o
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said’

He rattles off his 28
years as a teacher in Southfield
- Public Schools (he is retired), his

18- -year-old son,
" attends Stevenson High.

m.uurv mm
;mwmnmmmson) ‘

MICHIGAN MEDICAI.

- Westland
(7:!4) 522-3531

sixth- graders movmg to mlddle

school, graduating students and .
‘those leavmg the district. Such
follow-up information could be
‘used ag & customer-marketin’g ‘
‘driven” tool.. -
She would also. like to see an
“adopt a senior” program at the
elementary level to bring in -

those perhaps feeling alienated

by public schools. Senior citizens

could became involved in a vol-

“unteer reading program or help
in art classes, Douglas suggest-

ed. .
Since November, Douglaa has

“sat through a fair share of achool

board meetmgs and study ses-

- gions, She is also a regular at

PTA council meetings.
“I'm not one who gets on a pul-

pit,” said Douglas, who is mar- -
ried to Jim and has three daugh-
"ters. Before she speaks, though,

Douglas wants to know what she
is talking about. -
“I know, if I'm elected, I will

never speak unless I've done my -
research and my homework," she‘

said.

trends of whole 1anguage and
inventive spelling. Those meth-
ods eradicated phonics, which

teaches reading by sounding out

letters.
“You cannot teach language

without teaching phomcs,

Thompson said.
“Teach a person how. to read

and how to learn,” he added tak- ‘-
'mg a biblical tum_, “and you've -

) iim ms e ah i mmnd
BU& uu:n.u as a lvnxucx 1Us b-ul.'i‘ ACON

of their lives.”

The focus should be teachmg :

fundamentals at the early ele
mentary grades, he said. .
Thompson draws a bel]-shaped
curve to prove his point, showing
the E-D students on the other

side of the hump as those who
- need help early. Billions of dol-
lars are being spent on remedial

programs for kids in later

.grades, he said.

" “If we don't recover. these kzds.

middle class,” Thompson said..
Thompson home-schooled his
who now

. ~-mini il
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| Naser
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Larry Naser the special educa-
tion advocate wants to become
Larry Naser the school board
member. That has not changed.

‘Naser, 40, could not cross that

"threahold last year. He finished

behind eventual winners Kirsten

" Galka and Frank Kokenakes in

the June Livonia: school board ‘
. election.

" *I'came in ldte,” amd Naser,

| who lives in the Weatland por-
~ tion of the district. “I was literal-

ly driven over there to. turn in
my petition. ‘

- “I had a big problem te]hng
people about my accompl:sh-'
ments. That's not me.” '

- Naser.and his’ supp‘orters ,
‘refused . to be dissuaded by last,
. year’s result.

His reluctancé to call attentaon'

‘to his past accompl:shmenta
‘remains. In March, the Livonia .

‘Human Relations Comtmsswn

-honored him for his continual

work with specml needs chil-
dren. .
© Naser’s name ‘showed up on 64

students’ individual educatxonal'
‘plans, referred to as “IEPs” in
“achool administration parlance.

He estimates to have helped 150--
200 students dunn( the past f‘ew
years.

“I don’t know if I'really need to
{call attention to himself),” said
Naser, who is married to Car-
men. They have two children,
including a son ‘with autism.

-“I think the community is fair-
ly aware of what I've done.

- They've seen me'in the class—A_

’Whltehead

'BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITKR
‘looonnono-a.honmmm net

Kevin Whitehead is a change
machme but his is not the'kind

. that rains quarters at a coin-

operated laundry.

Rather, Whitehead, 39, dls-_
penses change as A management

philosophy. The Livonia school
board candidate is pitching the
concept throughout his cam-
paign. '

' “We have to be open to change
and we have to open to the right
kind of change,” said Whitehead,

- who is a logistics and marketing
- analyst for a Plymouth company.

“I've experienced it where |
work. The old style of change
we've encountered is where man-
agement says thns is not work-
ing.” '

. The better way to instigate

change is'go to those on the front
line, Whitehead said. Incorpo-
rate administrators, teachers
‘and parents and have them offer
proposals.

Whitehead does not espouse

change for change’s sake, he con-
tends. He sees how Livonia

schools accept and adapt as vital

to the district’s future. -
 With innovative curriculum or
shiny new facilities, public
school districts are marketing
‘themselves more today, he said.
Public schools are competing
with private and charter

academies for students. Sinece
what you are doing is losing the .
" based on enrollment keepmg_

districts receive state money

students is key.
-“The old adage if you don't like
us, go aomewhere elae doesn t

rooms. 'I‘hey ve seen me at board

meetings.”

' Where Naser is retlcent about‘ S
self- promotxon others gladly ﬁll :
the gap. . :

Naser is endorsed by all seven_
sitting school board members.

"He also-has the backing:of the
Livonia mayor and. majority of

council members, which is
unusual in a school board race.

Naser helped develop a pro-

gram for children ages 4-6 with
autism at Perrinville School. Hm
son_had already been main-

~ stréeamed and was attendmg,
: Hayes Elementary

His son’s condmon gave him -
mmghts as a parent of a special
needs child, Naser worked out of
his Westland home as a mort-
gage broker so he could help his

" 8on w1th schoolmg |

Tbe term spec:al needs is not
limited to those with disabilities,

. Naser pointed out. Gifted chil-
* dren fall into that category, too

Naser speaks up for the g]ﬂ,ed
w1th equal zeal. .

’

cut it in educatwn Whltehead
said.

He isn't specxﬁc about what he
would change, though. :

“What happens is if you're con-
stantly pursuing perfection,
you're probably challenging
yourself to be better,” he said.

Whitehead is marketing him-
gelf as one who is not only open

to change but someone who also
gete involvad.

' He co-chaired the “Say Yes to

Schools” Committee that worked
on the district’s successful cam-
paign for & voter-approved $28
million bond issue in April.-
Whitehead is vice presidént- -
elect of the Livonia PTA Council
and serves on the district's
improvement team and. public -

. relations advocacy committee.

'He's also working on the John-

son Elementary transition team.

Students from the K-8 are mov-

“ing to the former Lowell Middle
‘School building next fall.

. Whitehead is married to Lau- -
rie and has two daughters

attendmg Garfield Elementary. -

Faczlzty marks mzlestone

Presbytennn Village Weatland
is celebrating its 10th anniver-

pary with an open house 12:30-3 .

'p.m. Sunday, June 11.
The facility is located at 32001

Cherry Hill Road, just west of

Merriman in Westland. Reserva-
tions are needed and should be
made by Wednesday, June 7, by
calling (734) 728-5222.

A light lunch will be ﬁeﬁgd‘
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