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Gym dandy

Home exercise made There's an ice fest coming
affordable and easy. to a town near you.
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Frozen art

Your hometown newspaper

serving Westiand for 40

years
'DON'T BLAME THE CARRIER
FOR LATE DELIVERY
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Today's late delivery is not the

; ; fauit of your Cliserver carrier,
THURSDAY *{ Due to technical difficulties, we.
. were unable to get the 7 -,
January 13, 2005 newspaper out ontime.
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Settmg the staqe

Cobo Center. For more of the story, see page A4,

Staff from Exhibit Works, based in Livonia, set up the Hyundai display for a Mundav press conference at the North American International Auto Show at the ’ STAFF WRITER

Workplan
for Cooper
site drafted

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

g L

Local officials appear rore optimistic than éver
that the old Cooper School site ~ a former landfill A
{enced off since 1991 amid a contamination scare —
will be cleaned up and redeveloped ' kB

“I feel more confident than I did in the past that T
this is going to come to fruition,” Westland Mayor o
Sandra Cicirelli said.

City officials, Livonia school officials, 'deveiopers, i
consultants and state environmental representatives
met Wednesday as they contlnued to chart a Work

Taxpayem‘wilj’,
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The Wayne-Westland Community Scheols found
what it was looking for in the bond market and, as a

- Sri Lanka
Help for homeland starts at home

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

», neran and Hiranthini Alles didn’t waste

¢ much time. They awoke on Dec. 26 to

hear the devastating news that their

native Sri Lanka had been hit by a tsuna-

mi: By that same evening the couple had '

;’ - already composed a letter to send around the

i community seeking help for a relief effort aimed
at near-destroyed the region. _

. Since then, the Sri Lanka Disaster Relief Fund
has béen arranged through the Great Lakes

Buddhist Vihara, a temple in Southfield, usinga

tax-exempt account with Bank One.

“We don’t have many Sri Lankans (in the area),”

said Sheran Alies. “We all got together the next
day itself and started to think how we can help.”

. Hills, and even Windsor, Ontario are part of this

. addition to the immediate assistance already

result, taxpayers will pay less to retire bonds reiated
to recent school renovations.

That was the message Gary Martin, asmstant

. superintendent for business, delivered to the board of
education at its meeting Monday evening,

“The bond market got a little active and we were
fortunate we waited,” he said. “Had we gone in earli-
er, we wouldn’t have had that extra $800,000 in sav-
ings. L

The districtrefunded the remainder of the %108 i
million in bonds sold in 1998, roughly $80.5 million,
shaving $3.8 million of the cost to taxpayers for the
bonds which will expire between 2008 and 2019.

The distriet began discussing the possibility of

Residents from Livonia, Westland, Novi,
Northville, Farmington Hills, Troy, Rochester

multi-community effort to support the rebuild-
ing of Sri Lanka. Those involved - like the Alles

family - hope to provide long-term suppert in . PLEASESEE RHU“D“‘G' Az
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being sent by the U.S. government,

The money raised locally will go toward
rebuilding housing, and eventually schools, for
those in the hardest-hit places, those who have

the least income. .
For $2,000 to $3,000, a basic two-bedroom = : ' ——— )
home can be built in Sri Lanka, according to BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER p ro e a S S a u

Sheran Alles. A third world country located in Hiranthini Alles shares photos from Sri
: Lanka with her children, 10~year-old
PLEASE SEE SRI LANKA, A2  Hiran, and 4-year-old Shehani. ’ " BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER
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__;Calllng aII former Observer & Eccentrlc Academic All-Stars | gz b

Since 1985 the Observer & Eccentric has since that time? Tell us your story and include  If you're a former Ai! Star or a parent who can provide on a bench facing the basketball cour “Wayne- i
honored outstanding stiudents though its your high school graduation photo and a information and photos about your former All-Star, e- mail Westland Commumty SchooIs Supermtenden’t Greg i
Academlc All-Star program. recent photo, too. Special Editor Mary Klemic at Baracy. i

This year marks the Observer’s 20th year of Special annual sections about the Academic  mkiemic@oe.homecomm.net or mail to Observer & : “He assaulted hlm in the gymnasmm as our coach A
Henoring local students and we'd like to hear © All-Stars have saluted the intelligence, involve-  Eccentric, 805 £ Maple, Birmingham 48009 Atin: Mary sat on the bench,” Baracy said. “Shortly thereafter, H
from our former Academic All-Stars. - ment and industry of the best and brightest Klemic. Be sure to include & phane nimber whereyou ~ | there was another skirmish in a hallway.” i
. i you were an Observer Academic All-Star,  students in public and private high schools can be reached. You can e-mail photos in a jpeg format "~ Anderson wasn’t seriously hurt, but he was caught H
let us know what you have been doing since around Qakland and Wayne counties {please send fargest size possidle) and make sure photos off guard by being attacked by a parent, Baracy said. K
your selection. What did you study? What This year, we're planning a special editionin  are identified.  ~ ‘ ' i
careers did you have? What's your life been like  honor of the program’s 20th anniversary. © The special sectiomwill be published in May 2005. . : PLEASE SEE ASSAULT, A5 :
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A A péu-ent, possibly angrjf that his son di
more playing time in a basketball game, a

The parent is accused of assaulting j S
coach Mark Anderson from behind as Ahdefsonsat -

Coming Sunday in PINK

Kidst Grab your Crayons! —__ |
Colar Big Bird. send your enfry in and you could be .. e The Art of
the fucky winner of a pizza patly for 25 people and - ; S Fashion

tickeis {0 Sesame Sireef Live's new show!

Look for Big Bird in today’s paper e Local artist
| paints with style.
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