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DON'T BLAME THE CARRIER 
FOR LATE DELIVERY 

Today's late delivery is not the 
fault of your Observer carrier. 
Due to technical difficulties, we1, 
were unable to get the "" -
newspaper out on time. 

'ubiic Library of WestiamS 

Souped up 
Hearty soup can warm the 
spirit as well as the body. 

Frozen art 
There's an ice fest coming 

to a town near you. 
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Setting the stage 
Staff from Exhibit Works, based in Livonia, set up the Hyundai display for a Monday press conference at the North American International Auto Show a\ the 
Cobo Center. For more of the story, see page A4. 

Help for homeland starts at home 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

heran and Hiranthini Alles didn't waste 
much time. They awoke on Dec. 26 to 
hear the devastating news that their 

| native Sri Lanka had been hit by a tsuna­
mi. By that same evening the couple had 

already composed a letter to send around the 
community seeking help for a relief effort aimed 
at near-destroyed the region. 

Since then, the Sri Lanka Disaster Relief Fund 
has been arranged through the Great Lakes 
Buddhist Vihara, a temple in Southfield, using a 
tax-exempt account with Bank One. 

"We don't have many Sri Lankans (in the area)," 
said Sheran Alles. "We all got together the next 
day itself and started to think how we can help." 

Residents from Livonia, Westland, Novi, 
Northville, Farmington Hills, Troy, Rochester 
Hills, and even Windsor, Ontario are part of this 
multi-community effort to support the rebuild­
ing of Sri Lanka. Those involved - like the Alles 
family - hope to provide long-term support in 
addition to the immediate assistance already 
being sent by the U.S. government. 

The money raised locally will go toward 
rebuilding housing, and eventually schools, for 
those in the hardest-hit places, those who have 
the least income. 

For $2,000 to $3,000, a basic two-bedroom 
home can be built in Sri Lanka, according to 
Sheran Alles. A third world country located in 

PLEASE SEE SRI LANKA, A2 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Hiranthini Alles shares photos from Sri 
Lanka with her children, 10-year-old 
Hiran, and 4-year-old Shehani. 

Calling all former Observer & Eccentric Academic All-Stars 
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Since 1985, the Observer & Eccentric has 
honored outstanding students though its 
Academic All-Star program. 

This year marks the Observer's 20th year of 
honoring local students and we'd like to hear 
from our former Academic All-Stars. 

If you were an Observer Academic All-Star, 
let us know what you have been doing since 
your selection. What did you study? What 
careers did you have? What's your life been like 

since that time? Tell us your story and include 
your high school graduation photo and a 
recent photo, too. 

Special annual sections about the Academic 
All-Stars have saluted the intelligence, involve­
ment and industry of the best and brightest 
students in public and private high schools 
around Oakland and Wayne counties 

This year, we're planning a special edition in 
honor of the program's 20th anniversary. 

If you're a former All-Staror a parent who can provide ' 
information and photos about your former All-Star, e-mail 
Special Editor Mary Klemic at 
mkiemic@oe.homecomm.net or mail to Observer & 
Eccentric, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48009 Attn: Mary 
Klemic. Be sure to include a phone number where you 
can be reached. You can e-mail photos in a jpeg format 
{please send largest size possible) and make sure photos 
are identified. 
The special section will be published in May 2005. 

Work plan 
for Cooper 
site drafted 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Local officials appear more optimistic than ever 
that the old Cooper School site - a former landfill 
fenced off since 1991 amid a contamination scare -
will be cleaned up and redeveloped. 

Tfeel more confident than I did in the past that 
this is going to come to fruition," Westland Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli said. 

City officials, Livonia school officials, developers, 
consultants and state environmental representatives 
met Wednesday as they continued to chart a work 

PLEASE SEE COOPER, A2 

8Y SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER . , 

The Wayne-Westland Community Schools found 
what it was looking for in the bond market and, as a 
result, taxpayers will pay less to retire bonds related 
to recent school renovations. 

That was the message Gary Martin, assistant 
superintendent for business, delivered to the board of 
education at its meeting Monday evening. 

"The bond market got a little active and we were 
fortunate we waited," he said. "Had we gone in earli­
er, .we wouldn't have had that extra $800,000 in sav­
ings." 

The district refunded the remainder of the $108 
million in bonds sold in 1998, roughly $80.5 million, 
shaving $3.8 million of the cost to taxpayers for the 
bonds which will expire between 2008 and 2019. 

The district began discussing the possibility of 

PLEASE SEE REFUNDING, A2 

Police, 
probe assault 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFFWRITER 

A parent, possibly angry that his son didn't get 
more playing time in abasketball game, attacked a 
coach Friday night at John Glenn High Sjchbol, offi­
cials said. 

The parent is accused of assaulting junior varsity 
coach Mark Anderson from behind as Anderson sat 
on a bench facing the basketball court; said Wayne-
Westland Community Schools Superintendent Greg 
Baracy. 

"He assaulted him in the gymnasium as our coach 
sat on the bench," Baracy said. "Shortly thereafter, 
there was another skirmish iii a hallway." 

Anderson wasn't seriously hurt, but he was caught 
off guard by being attacked by a parent, Baracy said. 

PLEASE SEE ASSAULT, AS 
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Kids! Grab your Crayons! 
Color Big Bird, send your entry in and you could he 
the lucky winner of 3. pizza party for 25 people and 
tickets to Sesame Street Livens new show! 

Coming Sunday in PINK 

The Art of 
Fashion 

Local artist 
paints with style. 
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Westland Center starts 
tsunami relief collection 

SRI LANKA 
FROM PAGE A1 

Westland Shopping Center 
has begun collecting donations 
to aid in the relief efforts of the 
tsunami victims in South and 
Southeast Asia. 

The mall is serving as a cen­
tralized community location 
for donations. 

One hundred percent of the 
money collected will be given 
to AmeriCares, a nonprofit dis­
aster relief and humanitarian 
aid organization that provides 
immediate response to emer­
gency medical needs. 

The goal of the mall is to 
raise $5,000 dollars. 

"We know Westland resi­
dents as well as other commu­
nities want to help the victims 
of this horrible catastrophe," 
said Ed McHale, Westland 
Shopping Center general man­
ager. "Our goal is for the mem­
bers of the community to come 
together in this great time of 
need and to help survivors 
maintain their health and 

rebuild their lives and commu­
nities. 

" We want to show the rest of 
the world that America cares." 

All donations are tax 
deductible, and individuals will 

' be sent a thank you letter and a 
receipt directly from 
AmeriCares. 

Only cash and check dona-1 

tions are being accepted. 
Community members will be 

able to see how much money . 
has been raised by a "ther­
mometer" tracking the dona­
tions. The collection efforts 
will run through the next 30 
days and will be extended, if 
necessary. 

Westland Shopping Center is 
at Wayne Road and Warren in 
Westland. 

It is leased and managed by 
Jones Lang LaSalle. 

All Jones Lang LaSalle 
leased and managed malls will 
participate in the collection 
effort. 

Comcast adds channels 
for tsunami coverage 

Residents in four western 
Wayne County communities 
will have access to the 
International Channel for offer 
extensive news coverage of the 
tsunami recovery efforts. 

Comcast Digital Cable is 
making the channel available 
to customers in Westland, 
Canton, Plymouth and 
Plymouth Township through' 
Jan. 31 at no additional cost, 
even to those customers that 
do not currently subscribe to 
these channels (which are nor­
mally offered on a subscription 
basis). 

In light of the tragic after­
math of the Dec. 26 tsunami, 
Comcast Cable is providing 
access to two South Asian tele­
vision news channels - TV Asia 
and Zee TV. 

According to the cable 
provider, Comcast "is commit­
ted to providing our valued 
customers with the most up-
to-date information available 
from Asia. News about the 
tsunami recovery efforts will be 
especially important to South 
Asian Americans in Michigan 
who are desperately seeking 
information about the welfare 
of family and friencls in their 
homelands." 

A digital set-top box and 
remote control are required to 
receive the signal. 

Customers don't need to 
request the channels or make 
any changes to their existing 
equipment. 

Customers who have ques­
tions can call Comcast at (888) 
COMCAST. 

the Indian Ocean, it was one of 
11 nations affected by the dis­
aster. Sri Lanka is home to 18 
million people. The entire 
island is about one-quarter of 
the size of Michigan. 

Sheran Alles hopes those Sri 
Lankans who lost their homes 
will play an active role in the 
rebuilding effort. And anyone 
who donates to this cause will 
be informed with updates on 
the progress. 

Sheran and Hiranthini Alles 
are originally from Sri Lanka 
and still have family and 
friends living there. Though 
their relatives live in or near 
Colombo, along the west coast, 
the storms still affected the 
area. The southeastern part of 
the country was hardest hit. 

Initially after the tsunami 
struck, Hiranthini Alles said it 
was "difficult to get ahold of 
people. 

HOLIDAY VISIT MISSED 
Sheran Alles said nearly 

every Christmas they travel to 
Sri Lanka to visit relatives. 
This was the first time they 
opted to stay home. 

"This is the first time my 
parents said 'We're happy you 
didn't come,'" he said. 

The couple moved to the 
United States in 1988 and both 
attended Wayne State 
University. They lived in uni­
versity housing until 1995 
when they moved to Westland. 

In 2002, they bought their 
first home in Livonia. 

The Alles' have two children. 
Their son, Hiran is 10 years old 
and attends Tyler Elementary. 
Their daughter, Shehani is 4 
and attends Livonia 
Montessori Center. According 
to Hiranthini, her daughter's 
school has adopted the tsuna­
mi relief effort as a school-wide 
service project this year. 

Because she is a PTA mem­
ber at Tyler, Hiranthini has 
been in contact with Livonia 
Public Schools to assist with 
relief efforts as well. 

The Alles family had just vis­
ited Sri Lanka in August. The 
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The Alles family is heading up efforts to support those in need in Sri Lanka, following the tsunami disaster. The family -. 
Hiran (from left), Sheran, Shehani and Hiranthini - visited the country in August, where they still have many family and: 
friends. 

news of the tsunami came as a 
shock, since such extreme 
weather is not common to the 
area. There had never been an 
earthquake before, they said. 
That's why it took so many 
people by surprise, and took so 
many lives. Current estimates 
show 35,000 people died and 
1.5 million were left homeless 
in Sri Lanka alone. 

"I have never heard of a 
large-scale natural disaster in 
Sri Lanka," said Hiranthini 
Alles. 

^ The fishing and tourism 
industries so crucial to Sri 
Lanka have been devastated by 
the disaster, they said'. Unlike 
the United States, residents 
with lower income tend to live 
and work on the coastline. 

In addition, roads and rail 
lines circling Sri Lanka have 
been demolished. 

"Several friends have lost 
family," said Hiranthini Alles. 

Though the Alles family 
itself has not lost anyone, they 

have been hearing about 
friends and acquaintances who 
perished. Some were just visit­
ing the country on holiday 
Such news fuels the effort to 
continue. 

LONG-TERM RECOVERY 
They plan to collect dona­

tions through mid-February 
before putting the relief efforts 
in action. And for Sri Lankans, 
this project will continue 
indefinitely. 

Sheran Alles said he feels a 
responsibility to reach out and 
help, as long as its needed. 

And that sentiment has 
come through for his son, 
Hiran, as well. Hiran asked his 
parents if he could collect 
money from his friends at 
school for the relief effort. 

"I was really touched by 
that," said his mother. "It does­
n't matter if they make a 25-
cent donation. They care. They 
want to help kids they've never 
seen who live half-way around 

the world." 
That's the sort of response 

the Alles family has found 
from their neighbors as well. 

"Everyone wants to be part , 
of it," said Hiranthini Alles. 

Her husband added: "This is 
the least we can do." . 

He believes it could take 20 
years to bring about change 
and make a difference in the 
country. . 

To donate-to this local effort -
for the homeless families and .. 
orphaned children in Sri 
Lanka, send checks payable to •• 
Help Sri-Lanka Disaster Relief 
Fund to Great Lakes Buddhist., 
Vihara, 21491 Beech Road, -J 
Southfield, MI 48034. All 
donations are tax-deductible ••. 
and 100 percent of the pro­
ceeds will go toward this effort-

To donate online, see the Web at gibvi-. 
hara.org. For more information, con- -
tact the Alles family at (734) 474-5650.; 

sc3soia@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2054J •• 
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Right now you'll find a Great Selection, Great Styles and 
Great Values on all dining furnishings during our 

Winter Price Break Sale. 
There has never been a better time to add warmth, 

comfort and character to your home. 

Stanley • Bernhardt • Saloom • Nichols & Stone • Dime 

N<>W'S&:^ 5% or 

Since 1933 

Walkcr/Muzenberg 
fine furniture 

240 N. Main St. • PLYMOUTH • (734)459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

*Offer applies to dining set purchased between 1/13-1/23/05. 
Financing with credit approval. Minimum payments apply. 
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FROM PAGE A1 
plan that will guide the multi-
million project. 

Southfield-based Jonna Cos. 
unveiled a plan last October to 
build a three-story, 144-unit 
senior citizen complex, a med­
ical office building, an outpa­
tient surgical center and a golf 
driving range on the site, on 
Ann Arbor Trail east of 
Middlebelt. 

The work plan will have to 
win approval from the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality. It will 
serve as a blueprint for envi­
ronmental testing of the site, 
cleaning up the property, tear­
ing down the former school 
and preparing the land for 
redevelopment, said Livonia 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Randy Liepa. 
1 The work plan also will 
address ways to ensure that 
area air and water quality will 
not be affected by cleanup 

efforts. Former Livonia Mayor 
Jack Kirksey, who is working 
.with local officials on the proj­
ect, pledged that, above all, the 
public's safety will not be com­
promised. 

"Things are progressing very 
well," Kirksey said. "There is 
nothing ahead of us that seems 
insurmountable" 

If local officials can get the 
work plan approved by state 
environmental officials, 
CicirelH said it's possible that 
the school could be torn down 
as early as next summer. 

"Our goal is to get it down by 
the end of June or July," she 
said, although she and others 
cautioned that progress will 
hinge on the state approval 
process. 

Local officials, developers, 
consultants and state environ­
mental officials are expected to 
continue meeting each month 
as they develop a work plan 
that will ultimately be submit­
ted to Lansing. 
. "The linchpin is the work 

plan," Kirksey said. 
Officials also have started 

identifying potential contrac­
tors who would be qualified to 
do work on the site, he said. 

Moreover, Cicirelli said 
Jonna Cos. is expected soon to 
submit what is called a 
planned unit development pro­
posal to the Westland City 
Council for approval. 

The Livonia school district 
has secured a $1.3 million. 
grant from M0EQ,to spur the 
project. The city has been 
assured that it will receive a $1 
million loan for similar pur­
poses. 

City officials have said that 
new tax revenues from the 
development could be used to 
help pay off the loan. 

Meanwhile, Cooper School 
area residents should in com­
ing weeks receive a newsletter 
that local officials plan to mail 
to some 2,500 residences to 
inform them of the latest 
developments, Kirksey said. 
tfdem@oe.hornecomm.net 1 (734) 953-211Q 

REFUNDING 
FROM PAGE A1 

refunding in October. In 
November, the board gave 
Martin*the green light to test 
the bond market. The district 
was looking for a gross savings 
of $3 million, and Martin did 
better. 

"There is a cost for doing this 
and that's the savings after we 
paid all the professional fees," 
said Martin of the $3,8 million. 
"That's a true savings." 

The sale was a "window of 
opportunity" for the district. 
Bonds rates have been at his­
toric lows, and experts have 
been projecting them to rise. 

The sale took place Dec. 1 and 
was finalized Dec. 16. Four dif­
ferent underwriters handled 
the transactions. 

"They were the ones who 
suggested we go in now," 
Martin said. 

The proceeds from the sale 
of the new bonds will be use^d 
to pay off the old bonds. The 
money raised by the district's 
debt levy will pay off the new 
bonds. 

Taxpayers, not the school 
district, benefit from the 
refunding. However, the sav­
ings won't show up in tax bills 
for several years and it won't be 
a windfall. Martin had previ­
ously estimated the district's 

taxpayers would see an $8-$10 
savings on their individual tax 
bills. 

"On an individual basis per 
year, it's not huge, but it adds 
up," Martin said. "Taxpayers 
will pay $3.8 million less than 
what they expected when they 
approved the bond in 1998." 

Martin and his staff earned 
praise for their work, with . 
Trustee Ed Turner noting that 
"Gary can spend 10 cents and 
get 15 cents in change." 

"I'm glad it turned out high­
er than what we expected" 
board Secretary Martha 
Pitsenbarger added. 

smason@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2112 

BARNETT 
S Rooting and Siding Inc. ! 

RESIDENTIAL* COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years! 

41700 Michigan Ave. •Canton • 734-397-8122 
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