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DON'T BLAME THE CARRIER 
FOR LATE DELIVERY 
Today's late delivery is not the 
fault of your Observer carrier. 
Due to technical difficulties, we 
were unable to get the newspa
per out on time. 
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park plan 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A Westland youth athletic 
group, lobbying for support of a 
mammoth sports complex near 
Central City Park, will promote 
its multimillion-dollar plan next 
week during a public forum at 
John Glenn High School. 

Westland Youth Athletic 
Association leaders envision a 
sprawling Frontier Park with 
such amenities as several base-
ball/softball fields, soccer fields, 
an ice-hockey and figure-skat
ing facility, an indoor pool and 
walking trails. 

"I don't know of anything 
near here that's like what we're 
going to have," WYAA past 
President Mark Rodriguez said. 

The still-evolving plan will 
come with a huge price tag, esti
mated at $35 million. It will 

likely hinge on whether 
Westland voters will approve a 
tax increase. 

WYAA officials will continue 
their push for public support 
during a forum scheduled for 7 
p.m. Wednesday, March 9, 
inside Glenn's auditorium. 

"The public will have an 
opportunity to hear firsthand all 
the different phases of the proj
ect," Rodriguez said. 

WYAA leaders will explain 
the Frontier Park plan and field 
any questions that observers 
might have about the ambitious 
project. 

FORUM WITH LEADERS 
The forum will come just five 

days before WYAA officials will 
engage in project talks with 
elected leaders, during a public 
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to drug charge 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER . 

Westland attorney Evan 
Callanah Jr., formerly impris
oned for a case-fixing scandal 
involving his district judge 
father, has pleaded guilty to": 
having crack cocaine when city 
police officer's stopped his car. 

Callanan Jr., 52, faces sen
tencing March 18 afWiLpJead-
ing guilty last week in fronfof 
Wayne County Circuit Judge 
Vera Massey Jones. 

Callanan Jr. pleaded guilty to 
one count in return for another 
cocaine charge being dropped. 
He also has been cleared Q? 
contributing to His 13-yeaV-old 
daughter's delinquency by 
leaving pornographic materials 
where she could see them. 

Callanan Jr. was twice 

stopped by Westland police 
last summer after an inform
ant told authorities that he was 
haying crack cocaine parties at 
his house on Arrowhead, near 
Wayne and Warren. 

The disclosure prompted 
police to place Callanan Jr. 
under surveillance, but defense 
attorney James G'Connell 
argued during a court hearing 
last August that authorities 
had no legal basis to stop the 
younger Callanan. 

Callanan Jr.'s decision to 
plead guilty to a charge of hav
ing less than 25 grams of 
cocaine averted a trial. The 
charge carries penalties rang
ing up to four years in prison, 
although he also could be 
placed on probation. 
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Small world 
Terrariums put you 
up close to nature 

AT HOME, SECTION 

brarv Ojf Westlsntf , - -

A fairy tale story 
of transformation 

INSERTED SECTION 

READY REFERENCE '-***», 
Newspaper classified sections 
are available at the Reterence | ^^^ 

Desk mi mm 

www.hometownlife.com 

\ *P& 1*1 / 
• * - -mm&> - ins( 
Is? **» 

©2005 HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEVI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Larry Carey and his son Mark, both of Westland, worked together on the 1962 Chevrolet BelAir that Mark wil l be showing at this weekend's 53rd annual 
Murray's Detroit Autorama. 
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Car enthusiasts go for honors 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Joe Rozanski and Mark Carey have 
a few things in common. They both 
live in Westland and are into custom 
cars. And as members of the Motor 
City Muscle Car Club, they'll both be 
at the 53rd annual Murray's Detroit 
Autorama this weekend. 

But there are a few differences. 
Rozanski has attended Autorama 

every year since he was age 14, but 
this will be the first time he will show 
a car at what he calls the "granddad-
dy" of custom car shows. 

"I've always wanted to do it," said 
Rozanski who will be showing his 
1969 Chevrolet Chevelle SS at 
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Under the hood of Joe Rozanski's 1969 Chevelle SS is a 540 
cubic-inch Merlin block engine, Dart aluminum headers. 
.726 roller cams and a bit of art - a mural of a rat choking a 
cobra. 

If you go to this weekend's 
Murray's Detroit Autorama, 
here's a few Westland cus
tomizing enthusiasts and the 
vehicles they'll have on display: 
• John Blacklock-1964 Chevy. 
• Dave Cordova -1967 Dodge. 
• Steve Day-1968 Chevy 
Camaro. 
• Jerry Erickson -1937 Ford 
three window. 
• Ron Miller -1971 Olds 442. 
• Ronald Staples - Chevy 
Malibu. 
• Derrick Wade-1997 Suzuki 
BSX-R1100,1995 Suzuki A M 
RR1100 and Suzuki Hayabusa. 

Gear shift, elevator: Black inventions put modern in modern day 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

To truly learn black history, young people 
should be taught more than the horrors of slav
ery and the contributions of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., a Westland minister said Sunday. 

Not to minimize those topics, but the Rev. 
Terrance McClain, speaking during a Black 
History Month program at the Westland library, 
implored the crowd to imagine an America 
without the contributions of African-Americans. 

McClain, minister of Annapolis Park Church 
of Christ, urged the crowd to imagine being 
transported back in time to "a twilight zone 
where there is an America without black peo
ple." 

What would they find? 
"There are very few crops that have flourished 

because the nation was built on a slave-support
ed system," McClain said. "There are no cities 
with tall skyscrapers because Alexander Mills, a 
black man, invented the elevator, and without it 
one finds great difficulty reaching high floors." 

Few, if any, cars would be found because 
Richard Spikes, a black man, invented the auto
matic gear shift, McClain said. Moreover, 
Garrett S. Morgan-invented traffic signals, and 
Elbert Robinson the electric trolley. 

Visitors to this different America would find 
few, if any, newspapers, magazines and books, 
McClain said. That's because John Love invent
ed the pencil sharpener, William Purvis the 
fountain pen, Lee Burridge the typewriting 

machine and WA. Lovette the advanced print
ing press. 

Homes wouldn't be as comfortable, McClain 
said, because Frederick Jones invented the air 
conditioner, Alice Parker the heating furnace, 
Lewis Latimer the electric lamp, Thomas 
Steward the mop, Lloyd Ray the dust pan, Sarah 
Boone the ironing board and George Samon the 
clothes dryer. 

Even enjoying a dinner amid all the turmoil 
would be difficult, McClain said. "The food had 
spoiled because another black man, John 
Standard, invented the refrigerator." 

Those are but a few of the contributions by 
African-Americans that McClain mentioned as 
keynote speaker of the second-annual Black 
History Month program, sponsored by the 

Southeast Westland Homeowners Association 
and the NAACP western Wayne County branch. 

"Our young people must be taught our rich 
history, our great heroes - and they must be 
taught that there is greatness in all of them 
despite the odds stacked against them " McClain 
said. 

He framed much of his speech around aline 
from Antwone Fisher, the movie that marked 
actor Denzel Washington's directorial debut. As 
a people, African-Americans, he said, can 
proudly proclaim, "I'm still standing. I'm still 
strong. And I always will be." 

McClain and others commended longtime 
Westland resident Nellie Williams for organiz-
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Rare Ty Cobb-era baseball cards go on auction block this Saturday 

:•*» 
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Rare cards of former stars such as tigers outfielder Ty Cobb and pitcher 
Christy Mathewson are among those to be auctioned. 

BY STACY JENKINS 
STAFF WRITER 

It's a really good thing 
Harley Earl didn't find water 
dripping in his basement. 

Instead, while searching for 
what sounded like a water leak, 
the Ferndale man discovered a 
bluish-green, velvet box filled 
with about 200 rare baseball 
cards. 

"It was quite an unexpected 
discovery," he said. "My wife 
heard water dripping in the 
basement, so I got a flashlight 
out and took a look. I didn't 
see any water, but there was a 
box up there (tucked in the 
rafters). I opened it up and 
here were all these cards, just 
laying loose in there." 

The cards are in great condi
tion, considering they were not 

protected. 
Earl and his wife, Barbara, 

live in a home that was built in 
1920. Barbara's grandparents 
lived there and the house 
stayed in the family through 
the years. They believe the 
cards belonged to Barbara's, 
grandfather, Russell Wetmore. 

The stash includes 1910-era 
baseball cards of Ty Cobb, 
Christy Mathewson and the 
famous Chicago Cubs double-
play combo Joe Tinker, Johnny 
Evers and Frank Chance, to 
name a few. 

"We couldn't believe it when 
we realized how old they were," 
Earl said. 

The cards will go on the auc
tion block at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
March 5, at the Hyatt Regency 
in Dearborn. The auction will 
be presented by Sotheby's of 

Farmington Hills. 
"It is rather rare," said Randy 

Kesselring, of Sotheby's. 
"Especially to find something 
from this era and of this quan
tity. To find this many cards 
from the Ty Cobb era is quite 
Unusual" 

Earl, 59, discovered the col
lection about a year ago and 
wrote letters to the Henry Ford 
Museum and the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. 

"The response seemed to be 
that they're of some value," 
Earl said. 

He sold about 16 cards on 
the Internet via eBay, includ
ing a Ty Cobb card for $1,000. 
The cards vary in worth, rang
ing from about $35 to several 
hundred dollars, Earl esti
mates. 

"Not being a collector, we 

didn't have an interest in it 
that way," he said. "So we 
decided to see what we could 
get for them." 

Earl, who is retired, noted 
they may save a few cards to 
pass to their four children. The 
money they make from the 
auction will likely be used for a 
trip for he and his wife. 

As far as other discoveries in 
the house, Earl notes they've 
found nothing else of such sig
nificance. 

"I have checked the rest of 
the rafters down there for any
thing else," he said. 

A portion of the auction pro
ceeds will benefit St. Jude's 
Children's Hospital. Call 
Sotheby's at (248) 761-2603 
for more information on the 
auction. 
sjenkins@oe.homecomm.net \ (734) 953-2131 

AUTORAMA 
FROM PAGE A1 

Autorama. "I've done a lot of 
local shows and taken a lot of 
trophies — about 20-25 — but 
Autorama is the big one for 
this area." 

Carey is making his second 
appearance with his 1962 
Chevrolet BelAir. He was in 
the show 11 years ago with the 
car and came away with a first-
place trophy. 

"My dad gave me the car," 
said Carey. "Between him and 
me, we've restored it over the 
last 15-16 years." 

Rozanski and Carey are two 
of seven members of the 33-
memberWestland-basedcar . 
club that will have vehicles in 
Autorama which opens to the 
public at noon tomorrow 
(March 4). 

Rozanski bought his Chevelle 
five years ago. He paid "good 
money" for the rust-free 
Alabama car which was in pret
ty good shape although the 
motor was "tired." 

That 471 cubic-inch engine 
blew up and he replaced it with 
a 540 cubic-inch Merlin block 
engine that provides approxi
mately 785 horsepower. He's 
also added a few things like a 
turbo 400 transmission with 
nine-inch converter and 12-bolt 
rear end with 4.30 gears. 

The body and interior are 
pretty much like it came from 
the factory although it does 
have a special PPG red with 
clear coat paint job. 

"It's really high performance," 
said Rozanski whose been 
working on it the past 11/2 
months to get it ready for the 
show. "You can always find 
something to do with, a car. 
They're never done. There's 
always something you want to 
do." 

AT A YOUNG AGE 

Rozanski got his first muscle 
car at age 16. He was into cus
tomizing as a young man, but 
switched to snowmobiles. He 
went back to his first love after 
his body got too beat up from 
snowmobiling. 

"It keeps me home with my 
boy in the garage" he said. "It's 
good older American fun." 

Fun, yes, but it's also expen
sive. Rozanski said the 
Chevelle is like having another 
house sitting in the garage. A 
good paint job can run 
$5,000-$10,000 and an 
engine close to $20,000. 

But having buddies who 
know a thing or two about cars 
helps. One friend built the 
motor and another, who paints 
custom Harley-Davidsons for 
magazines, did the paint job. 

"I'm older and I have the 
money to have a nice car," 
Rozanski said. "But they're like 
tattoos, they're addictive." 

Carey can relate. He also 
refers to his BelAir as another 
house in its cost. He estimates 
he has $50,000 invested in it. 

The BelAir is two-door hard 
top, referred to as a bubble top. 
It's a one of 4,950 built by GM. 
It has a 1962 BelAir body and a 
1961 BelAir roofline. 
According to Carey, the 
automaker had a few '61 roofs 
leftover and decided to use 
them in '62 until they ran out. 

Carey's BelAir is pro-streeted 
and tubbed and has a 471 
cubic-inch big block engine 
and roll cage. It has the origi
nal interior, but the chrome is 
gone, making it a solid body. 
It's painted a medium quasar 
blue, a 1992 color. And even 
though it weights 4,000 
pounds, it can do 126 mph in 
10.68 seconds. 

"That's the accomplishment," 
said Carey. "That's all motor, 
there's no nitrous oxide on this 
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Mark Carey's son Alec, 4, likes the idea of racing the BeiAir and offers to go to the track with his father. 

car. It's an all-steel body, the 
only fiberglass is the hood 
scoop and bumpers." 

HIS FATHER'S CAR 
Carey's father Larry had 

always wanted a '62 BelAir. He 
happened to show a photo
graph of one to a friend he 
worked with. The man had a 
penchant for driving in the 
country and came to work one 
day to tell Larry he had found 
one sitting in a farmer's field. 

Larry got the car and started 
to restore it more toward its 
original state. But when his 
son's 1984 Chevy Camaro Z28 
was stolen, he listened to what 
a buddy remarked and gave it 
to his son. 

Carey said his dad is behind 
what's he's doing 100 percent 
and so is wife Sheri who is cel
ebrating a birthday this week

end. His mother is in from 
Florida to watch their three 
children so they can celebrate 
once the show closes Sunday. 

Carey has done a lot of drag 
racing and has attended a lot 
of car shows. He took a first 
place in the National Muscle 
Car Association's race in 
Stanton, Mich., in 2002 and 
also won the editor's choice 
award at a Super Chevy Show 
in Martin, Mich, 

"I get really excited about 
racing, but I've only been 
doing it since 2002," he said. 

Carey admits the car isn't as 
beautiful as it could be, but he 
has three children who like to 
go with him. His four-year-old 
son Alec favors racing and tells 
his dad, "Me go race with you." 
Daughters Ashley, 12, and 
Adrian, 11, favor car shows and 
car cruises and are the ones 
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The,following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be 
sold at public auction on Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 9:00 A.M. The 
auction is to be held at Westiand Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Road, 
Westiand, MI 48185. 
Please Note: The bidding 
charges. 
YEAR & MAKE 
1988 Oldsmobile 
1990 Mercury Marquis 
1993 Ford 
1991 GMC 
1994 Pontiac 
1985 Buick Century 
1991 Buick Century 
1990 Dodge 
1993 Dodge Caravan 
1992 Plymouth 
1996 Plymouth Neon 
1990 Chevy Lumina 
1992 Ford Tempo 
1991 Ford Crown Victoria 

' 1978 Ford 
1993 Ford Aerostar 
1990 Ford Bronco 
1995 Ford Ranger 
1991 Ford Escort 
1989 Ford Ranger 
1993 Mercury Sable 
1995 Oldsmobile 
2001 Toyota Echo 
Publish: March 3,2005 

will start at 

STYLE 
4Dr 
4Dr 
SW 
'SW 
4Dr 
4Dr 
4Dr 
PU 
2Dr 
Van 
4Dr 
SW 
2Dr 
4Dr 
PU 
SW 
SW 
PU 
2Dr 
PU 
4Dr 
4Dr 
4Dr 

the towing and storage 

V.I .N. # 

1G3HN54C5JW321276 
2MECM75F6LX640001 

1FACP5749PG124838 
1GDDM19Z7MB531635 

1G2NE5537RC818767 
1G4AL19R4FD452243 

1G4AH54N3M6411570 
1B7FL26X6LS764221 

2B4GH4531PR247624 
2P4GH2538NR537102 
1P3ES47C6TD513760 

1GNCU06D8LT170371 
1FAPP31X5NK227970 
2FACP74F7MX106121 

- X25SKCC0101 
1FMCA11U9PZB57674 
1FMCU14T0LUB10647 
1FTCR10A7STA43298 
1FAPP11J6MW399139 
1FTCR14T1KPB44129 
1MELM5344PG600176 
1G3WH52M0SD377679 

JTDBT123010186878 

OE0B297698 

We're there! 

that get Carey motivated to go. 
"Winning at Autorama really 

doesn't mean that much, I get 
more gratification out of the 
compliments on how well my 
dad and I did on it," Carey said. 
"I'm going down there to have 
some fun. But my real dream is 
to be written up in a hot rod 
magazine." 

Both men-found out what 
class their cars are in when 
they took their cars to Cobo 
Hall Wednesday evening. 
Rozanski expected to be in 
street machine class, Carey in 
pro-street. 

Rozanski also has mixed 
feelings about winning at 
Autorama. 

"If I get one, I'll be sur
prised " he said. "There'll be 
some bid dollar cars there." 

smasonHioe.homecomm.nel \ (734) 953-2112 

Hot rod 
'heaven' 
returns 

Billed as America's greatest 
hot rod show, the 53rd annual 
Murray's Detroit Autorama at 
Cobo Hall in Detroit will have 
something for everyone at this 
year's show. 

Devout gearheads and the 
curious will get to see more 
than 1,000 exhibits of chopped, 
channeled, dumped and decked 
hot rods, custom cars, trucks, 
vans and motorcycles. 

There also will be award-
winning customs from the 
across country and a tribute to 
Bil Hanes, a Detroit native who 
moved to California and 
became "The Leadslinger," one 
of the hot rod world's legendary 
car customizers. New to the 
show this year is Detroit 
Autorama Extreme, dedicated 
to the latest craze in hot rod-
ding among the young set — 
extreme sports compacts and 
nostalgic and rat rod customs. 
Extreme will cover the entire 
lower level of Cobo's Michigan 
Hall. The show also features 

• celebrity appearances by WWE 
wrestling super star Lita and 
John Cena, Detroit Red Wings 
star Chris Chelios, Courtney 
Hansen of cable TVs 
Oyerhaulin', and NHRA funny 
car driver Tony Pedregon. 

Autorama will be open noon 
to 10:30 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday. 

Tickets at the door cost $15 
for adults and $5 for children 
ages 6-12. Discount tickets are 
available in advance at Murray's 
Auto Discount stores at $13 for 
adults and $4 for children. 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
2005 BOARD OF REVIEW DATES 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO all property owners of the City of 
Garden City that the Board of Review will meet in session on the 
following date and time to examine the assessment roll for -the 
current year: 

Tuesday March 8,2005 9:00 a.m. 

The Board of Review will meet in session on the following days and 
times to hear appeals on the 2005 assessment roll: 

NOTE: Meetings located in THE GARDEN CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE ROOM with late night 
appointments on Tuesday & Wednesday 

Monday March 14,2005 
Tuesday March 15,2005 
Wednesday March 16,2005 
Thursday March 17,2005 
Friday March 18,2005 

9:00am -5;00pm 
l:00pmr 9:00pm 
1:00pm- 9:00pm 
9:00am -5:00pm 
9:00am -5:00pm 

APPEALS BY APPOINTMENT or WRITE-IN. Write-ins must 
be received by Monday, March 14,2005. 

Tentative ratios and factors for the 2005 tax year are: 

CLASS 

Commercial 
Industrial 
Residential 
Personal Property 

PRELIMINARY 
ASSESSMENT 
RATIO 

48.15 % 
45.34 % 
49.08 % 
50.00% 

PROJECTED 
EQUALIZATION 
FACTOR 

1.0384 
1.1028 
1.0000 
1.0000 

Taxes are paid on TAXABLE value, which is the lower assessed 
value or capped value, unless there is a property transfer: The 
capped value is based on the CPI (Consumer Price Index), which 
will increase only 2.3% for 2005. As a result, all Taxable Values 
will increase only 2.3% unless there has been a transfer of 
ownership or an addition to the property, 

The 2005 Assessment Roll will be open for inspection from March 8, 
2005 through March 11, 2005 in the assessment office from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

ALLYSON BETT1S 
• TEASURER-CLERK 

Publish: February 27, March 3, and 6,2005 oswewMS 

mailto:sjenkins@oe.homecomm.net
http://H0MET0WNL1FE.COM
mailto:srosiek@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:hgaiiagher@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:smason@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:fcibor@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:cwhite@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.itometownlife.com/oereprints
http://smasonHioe.homecomm.nel



