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Man gets prison in drive-by shooting 
BY DARREU CLEM 

-STAFF WRITER 

A Taylor man was sentenced Friday to two 
years in prison for firing an assault rifle on a 
Westland neighborhood while searching for two 
men who earlier assaulted him. 

Marc Alexander Davis, 23, became the last of 
three defendants sentenced for a Sept. 25 drive-
by shooting incident on Elbridge, near Palmer . 
and Wildwood in the city's Norwayne subdivi­
sion. 

Davis was sentenced by Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Annette Berry after earlier pleading 
guilty to felonious assault and felony firearm 
charges, according to a court clerk. The latter 
charge carries a mandatory two-year prison 
term. 

Davis opened fire with an AK47 assault rifle 
after residents on Elbridge fired a paintball gun 
and threw rocks and beer bottles at a 2003 
Monte Carlo in which he was riding. 

The two sides clashed after Davis and two 
other defendants drove repeatedly up and down 

Elbridge, arguing with residents as they sought 
- but never found ~ two men who had earlier 
assaulted Davis, according to police Sgt. David 
Heater. 

Davis stood through the sunroof of the Monte 
Carlo as he fired the shots. 

No one was seriously injured, but one woman 
received minor injuries after bullets struck a 
parked vehicle and sent metal shards flying, 
Heater said. 

A second defendant, 23-year-old Daniel 
Jeffrey McGrath of Wayne, is serving one to four 

years in prison for his role in the drive-by shoot­
ing. He was accused of concealing the Monte 
Carlo's license plate during the incident. 

A third defendant, 18-year-old KimberlyAnn 
Wells of Westland, was released from jail in 
February after serving 138 days. She was 
accused of driving the Monte Carlo. 

McGrath and Wells had pleaded guilty to felo­
nious assault charges. Unlike Davis, they didn't 
face a felony firearm charge. *• 
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Churchill seniors Sasha Allen (back), Francisco Beltran ( lef t ) , and Mike Gougeon already are working on new Chief Architect software in their CAD class, thanks to a 
grant from the company. 

Software puts reality TV spin on classes 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CAS0LA 

STAFF WRITER 

A little slice of reality televi­
sion has come to Churchill High 
School. 

Students in Jeff Hatley's Intro 
Drafting/CAD and Architectural 
Drafting/CAD classes will soon 
be using the same software as 

has been featured on Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition. 

"My wife's big into the show," 
said Hatley. While watching the 
show he saw the software, which 
is produced by Chief Architect, 
he thought it could benefit his 
students. 

When Principal Janet Haas, of 
the Livonia Career Technical 

Center, was on her way to a con­
ference, Hatley asked her to 
bring.back information about 
Chief Architect software. 

She did more than that. Haas 
won one license forihe software 
as a door prize during the con­
ference. 

"Once we used it in the class­
room, I knew we needed to try 

to find a way to get it for all of 
our computers," said Hatley. 

The software allows students 
to create a basic 2-D floor plan, 
but also shows an-instant ren­
dering of that floor plan. Hatley 
said a camera in the floor plan 
allows users to generate a view 
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Hearing delayed for man Charged with sex crime 
BY DARREtL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Deemed as wrongly accused by 
his attorney, a Livonia man will 
have to wait two weeks to learn 
whether he will face trial for alle* 
gations he sexually molested two 
mentally: disabled women. 
. Karl Mandel Robinson, 35, 

appeared in Westland District 
Court on Thursday for a prelimi­
nary hearing on multiple charges 
of criminal sexual conduct 

involving two women, ages 22 
and 29. 

His defense attorney, Samuel 
Posner, asked Judge C. Charles 
Bokos to delay the hearing, say­
ing he plans to bring in another 
lawyer to help with the case, 
according to a court officer. 

Bokos granted Posner's request 
and rescheduled Robinson's 
hearing for March 17. 

Robinson, who has been jailed 
in lieu of a $150,000 cash bond, 
could face penalties ranging up 

to life in prison" if convicted of 
one count of first-degree criminal 
sexual conduct and four counts 
of second-degree CSC. 

"All I can tell you is, he's not 
guilty," Posner told the Observer 
in February. 

Robinson is accused of having 
the 22-year-old woman perform 
oral sex on him in his van while 
he worked for a company that 
provides transportation for dis­
abled people. 

He also is accused of groping 

her after he gave her a ride to a 
friend's house in Westland. 

The 29-year-old victim told 
authorities that Robinson groped 
her during a separate incident at 
the same house. 

She and the younger woman 
have a mutual friend who lives 
there. 

Robinson is accused of molest­
ing the two women in January. 
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'Good people': 
Rotary benefits 
comm 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

' Whether giving a bicycle to a disabled boy, paving a 
basketball court or awarding scholarships to high 
school students, the Westland Rotary Club continues 
to help this community. 

"It's good people," club member Richard 
Strausbaugh, 65, said. 

He should know. His club colleagues say he's one of 
them. 

As an international organization, the Rotary Club 
last week marked its 100th birthday. Attorney Paul P. 
Harris formed the first club in Chicago in 1905. 

In Westland, Strausbaugh, owner of Westland 
Floor Covering, hasn't missed a local Rotary Club 
meeting in 24 years. 

"A neighbor mentioned the club to me and invited 
me to attend, and I went" he said. "I like the interna­
tional aspect of the Rotary Club. It creates goodwill 
internationally, and I like the things that Rotary does 
within the community." 

Westland club President Margaret Harlow cited 
several ways that local Rotarians have made a differ­
ence: 

• They have given a physically disabled boy a new 
bicycle (another Rotary club earlier gave him another 
bicycle). 

• They gave money to repave the parking lot and 
basketball court at the city's Rotary Park. 

• They give scholarships each year to three stu­
dents, who receive $1,500 each. 

• They are working to buy swings to accommodate 
local elementary students who use wheelchairs. 

• They've set aside money for tsunami relief 
efforts. 

"I think the significance of Rotary is that we're able 
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Ready for a chiller 
Girl Scouts Katie Conklin and Kelsey 
1752 prepare the packing box snelte 
their stay outside last Friday night, 
outside of St. Matthew Church in We 
attention to the plight of and to coll 
homeless people. For more photos, 
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Woodford of Troop 
rs they used for 
The troop gathered 
stiand to call 
ect donations for 
see Page, A3. 
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Metro Detroit Scouts 
staff cookie booths 

If you love Girl Scout 
Cookies, but don't know any 
Girl Scouts, you can still stock 
up at Girl Scout Cookie booths 
in Westland and Garden City. 

With two cookie booth loca­
tions in Garden City, residents 
can not only enjoy Girl Scout 
Cookies, but can also con­
tribute to an important cause. 
In addition to providing fund­
ing for essential Girl Scout pro­
grams, the Cookie Program 
also helps girls learn valuable 
skills. 

Through the Cookie 
Program, girls are able to 
develop decision-making skills, 
set realistic goals, work to 
achieve them and become 
financially literate. 

"Every year we've found that 
our Girl Scouts look forward to 
the Cookie Program as much as 
other metro Detroiters" said 
Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit 
President and CEO Arlene M. 
Robinson. "While everyone 
appreciates the taste and quali­
ty of our cookies, our girls also 
anticipate the fun and excite­
ment of the Cookie Program." 

In Garden City, the Girl 
Scout Cookie booths will be at: 

• Kmart, at 29600 Ford, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. today (March 6) 
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 12. 

• Kroger at 5866 
Middlebelt, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 12. 

Cookie booths in Westland 
will be at: 

• Sav-A-Lot, 8244 
Merriman, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 12. 

For a complete list of Girls 
Scouts of Metro Detroit cookie 
booths in Wayne and Oakland 
counties, visit the Web site at 
www.gsofind.org or by call the 
Cookie Hotline at (800) 326-
0309, Ext. .297. ' 

Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit 
is the sixth largest council in 
the United States, providing 
developmental activities for 
more than 30,000 Girl Scouts 
ages 5-17. 

It offers a variety of contem­
porary and traditional pro­
grams designed to prepare girls 
to be responsible, productive 
and fulfilled adults. 

U rl UI rll^Ti 
Bring "Fun Back into Your Life' 
by Joining us for any of the 
Upcoming Events: 

* Wednesday 3/9/05 at 7:00pm 
Join in the fun of Line Dancing 
with "Just for Kicks" Dancers. 
Refreshments provided. 

Thursday 3/17/05 at 2:00pm 
Join our St. Patrick's Day Celebration 
with entertainer Jack Bailey. 
Green beer and refreshments. 

Westland If! 
734-728-8670 

35700 Hunter Ave. 
Westland, Ml 48185 

West of Wayne Friday 3/25/05 at 1:00pm 
Have fun in our Easter Egg Hunt 
w / Brett Bloom on the accordion. 
Refreshments served. 
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Martial arts studio offers Wellness Weekend 
BY SUE MASON 

• STAFFWRITER 

Looking around her martial 
arts studio, Kelly Perkins esti­
mates she could accommodate 
150 women for her second 
annual Women's Wellness 
Weekend. 

And so that's how many 
women she hopes will come for 
a weekend filled with pamper­
ing and learning by .women for 
women. 

"Women will have an oppor­
tunity to explore the world and 
the gifts they have to offer the 
world," she said. "Women have 
more opportunities than ever 
before and more opportunities 
to share their gifts with the 
world at large. 

"This is an opportunity to 
explore themselves and the 
gifts they have to offer." 

Perkins' Women's Wellness 
Weekend will be 6-9 p.m. 
Friday, March 11,9:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday, March 12, and 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 13, at Guardian Martial 
Arts and Fitness Inc., 30942 
Ford, Garden City, 

The program features main­
stream and alternative health 
options, in addition to goods 
and services from such compa­
nies as Arbonne Skin Care, 
Natural Home Care Products, 
Pampered Chef and handcraft­
ed jewelry. 

Lunch will be available 
Saturday and Sunday, and 
women attending the program 
will be able to get a chance to 
experience different modalities 
like massages and palm read­
ing by paying $1 per minute 
for the service. 

Featured speakers include: 
• Claudia Ogden, a certified 

healing touch practitioner and 
a registered nurse of 
Integrated Medicine at the 
University of Michigan 

Hospital, who will talk about 
essential oils and mo.de 
enhancements. 

• Laura Siggens, also a reg­
istered nurse with the 
University of Michigan Health 
System, who will discuss 
Project Red Flag, women's 
bleeding disorders. 

• Darlene Denning, who 
specializes in palmistry and is 
manager of Spiritual 
Reflections in Farmington. 

M Alit!a Marlowe of Marlowe 
and Associates in Farmington 
Hills, whose presentation, 
"Juggle, Struggle, Wiggle," will 
look at how women can man­
age their lives without compro­
mising their health. 

"Everyone is excited about 
her coming," said Perkins 
about Marlowe. "They say, 'If 
she's coming, we're all going to 
be happy.'" 

Among the presenters are 
Dr. Amanda Apfelblat of 
Michigan Chiropractic 
Specialists in Garden City, den­
tist Dr. Kristal Greniuk of 
Livonia, and Sheila Ostrosky, a 
healing touch apprentice and . 
certified massage therapist, 
and Sharon. Garvin, art thera­
pist. 

The mini seminars will cover 
such topics, as household 
chemicals and health, natural 
hormonal balancing and toxin 
awareness, dental health and 
wellness and art therapy for 
well-being. 

There also will be vendors as 
well as door prizes given away 
every hour and classes in 
Pilates, Tki Chi, kickboxing 
and self-defense. Perkins' hus­
band, Shelby, will fill, in as the 
"bad guy" in the self-defense 
class. 
. "I've had vendors calling 
wanting to be a part of the 
weekend, but I couldn't accom­
modate them because I want 
topreservethe uniqueness of 

FILE PHOTO 

Kelly Perkins is finishing plans for her second Women's Wellness Weekend at 
Guardian Martial Arts and Fitness Inc. in Garden City this weekend. 

the weekend and I don't have a 
lot of space." 

Last year's event attracted 50 
women, many of who are 
returning for this year's pro­
gram. According to Perkins, 
they "all made friends and 
some became good friends." 

"What's neat is that it's an 
opportunity to share and to 
make new friends," she said. 

"And when you make a special 
friend, that can be a lifelong 
gift." 

The weekend costs $5 a day 
or $7.50 for the entire week-
end. Reservations aren't neces­
sary. For more information 
about the program, call 
Perkins at (734) 266-0565. 
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Edison students show they care and share 
Students at Edison 

Elementary School in 
Westland are proving they care 
and they share. 

At the start of the school 
year, the students identified 
several charities that could use 
their help and have raised 
thousands of dollars for them. 

A schoolwide coin drive, 
bowl-a-thon and hat day 
helped the students raise more 
than $3,000 for Kim Shock 
who is battling cancer. 

Shock has worked as a para-

professional at the school and 
is a former Edison PTA mem­
ber. She was president for sev­
eral years during which she 
worked on such events as the 
talent show, fun night, floor 
hockey and Accelerated 
Reader program. 

She also played on the 
Edison staff floor hockey team 
and coordinated a yearly fifth-
grade kickball game between 
staff and students. 

Shock is a single mom with 
three children and because of 
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her illness, she has not been 
able to work since last fall; 

"She put her heart into 
helping students and our 
Edison student really wanted 
to help her and her family dur­
ing this difficult time," said 
Edison Principal Barbara 
Hastings. 

The fifth-grade students 
also participated in a class 
business as part of their eco­
nomics unit. They were 
responsible for the production, 
distribution, development and 
use of money in selling stress 
.balls to the rest of the student 
body. 

They learned how to be con­
sumers and producers and how 
to use human and capital 
resources, concepts that are 
tied to the state's benchmarks 
in social studies. 

All proceeds went to the 
Friends of EB which will help 
two former students who suffer 
from this disease. EB, or 
Epidemolysis Bullosa, is a rare 
genetic skin disorder. 

In another charitable effort, 
students created Fridays for . 
Tsunami Relief to help chil­
dren impacted by the Dec. 26 
tsunami. 

On three Fridays last month, 

students donated $1 to have a 
Pajama Day, Hat Day and 
Wacky Hair Day. Students 
raised $775 and donated it to 
UNICEF. 

On Feb. 11, students 
spent the day participating in 
the St. Jude Research Hospital 
Math-a-thon. St. Jude is the 
first institution established for 
the sole purpose of conducting 
basic and clinical research into 
catastrophic childhood dis­
eases, mainly cancer. 

It covers all the costs not 
covered by insurance for med­
ical treatment rendered at St. 
Jude Children's Research 
Hospital. 

Students got pledges from 
family and friends and spent 
the school day completing 
their math workbook. A final 
count is not complete for this 
year's math-athon, but over the 
, past three years Edison fami­
lies have raised more than 
$10,000 for St. Jude's. 

On Feb. 22, Edison students 
also held their second annual 
Jump Rope for Heart. Second-
fifth-grade students jumped 
rope during their gym classes 
to raise funds for the American 
Heart Association's cardiovas­
cular research and educational 
programs.. 
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Lauren Chytry, Katie Conklin and Jordan Berry are ready for a long, cold night. 

They gathered around burning barrels, in 
the "soup kitchen" and slept in cardboard 
boxes, all with the intent of raising awareness 
about the plight of the homeless and to col­
lect donations for the homeless. 

Members of Girl Scout Troop 1752 turned 
the area outside of St. Matthew Church in 
Westland into a homeless shelter last Friday. 

The project was organized by Jordan Berry 
of Westland, a seventh-grader at St. Matthew 
School, and Alex Shingleton of Garden City, 
who are using it as a project for their Silver 
Award, the second-highest honor a Girl Scout 
can earn. 

During the project, St. Matthew hosted a 

help homeless 
soup kitchen so people who dropped off 
donations or gave money could stop in and 
eat. 

The Scouts sought donations of blankets, 
bed sheets, travel-size toiletries, towels, 
washcloths, large cans of tuna, other canned 
food, and all sizes of underwear and socks for 
women and men that they gave to Our Lady 
of Good Counsel Church in Plymouth 
Township, which helps the homeless in 
Detroit, and to Christ Net - an area network 
of churches providing shelter. 

In the past, the troop has helped the home­
less by handing out clothing and food in 
Detroit. 

! Alex Shingleton serves soup in the 
The Scouts set up their refrigerator box shelters around a burning barrel, troop's soup kitchen. 

O&E, Buddy's salute area residents 
Two people were recently honored in the 

Buddy's Pizza/ Observer & Eccentric Random 
Acts of Pizza Award. 

Sandy Mercado Family of Rochester JHills was 
nominated by friend Mary Jane Pasko of . 
Rochester Hills. Gloria Rhodes of Redford 
Township was nominated by friend and co­
worker Heidi Dougan of Livonia. 

"Sandy has been living in Rochester Hills for 
almost 20 years," wrote Pasko in her nominating 
e-mail. "Sandy raised her two kids and when it 
was time to enjoy near retirement Robert, her 
husband, was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig's dis­
ease (ALS/ amyotrophic lateral sclerosis). Her 
full time job now is making sure that all of his 
needs are met." 

The family moved into a barrier free home 
that she designed for her husband, according to 
Pasko, who added that "Sandy could use a break 
- even a small one like dinner." 

The Buddy's team delivered that break recent-
ly. 

Last week's Random Act of Pizza winner was 

Gloria Rhodes, described as warm and caring by 
her nominator. 

"Gloria spends the majority of her life doing 
for others. Her most recent act of kindness was 
astounding; she championed a complete remod­
el of a ladies home. The woman has develop­
mental disabilities and did not have the means 
or the ability to make her living situation tolera­
ble. Gloria, using her own limited funds, com­
piled a team of able-bodied people and three 
days later the condo was gorgeous! 

"1 am in awe of Gloriaand I know she does 
not receive nearly enough praise or recognition 
for her altruistic endeavors. I am blessed to call 
her a friend," wrote Dougan. 

Tell us about your great neighbor, the new 
family down the street or someone you think 
deserves a home-delivered pizza dinner courtesy 
of Buddy's Pizza, Send nominations by e-mail 
only to: Ken Abramczyk at 
kabramczyk@oe.homecomrh.net. 

Dinner includes pizza, salad, Buddy bread, 
soft drinks and table setting. 

ATHENA award dinner set for March 12 
Eleven of Westland's most 

influential people will be rec­
ognized Saturday, March 12, 
for their excellence in business, 
their efforts to improve the 
local quality of life, and their 
dedication to helping women 
reach their leadership poten­
tial. 

In the end, only one will be 
given the prestigious ATHENA 
Award. The award will be 
given during the Chocolate 
Fantasy Ball - an event that 
will offer many sweets for 
chocolate lovers, including 
fountains where dark and 
white chocolate will flow and 
serve as a dip for finger foods 
such as strawberries and pret­

zels. 
The event will start with a 

social hour at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
March 12, at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center, on Joy Road 
east of Newburgh. 

The program is being spon­
sored by Mayor Sandra 
Cicirelli, who is a former 
ATHENA Award winner, the 
Women of Westland, and the 
Westland Community 
Foundation. Tickets are $100 
per person. 

"We've received excellent 
response to our solicitation for 
nominees" said Mary Denning, 
Women of Westland president. 
"An impartial selection com­
mittee chaired by Westland's 

first ATHENA Award winner, 
Margaret Harlow, owner of 
Harlow Tire & Service, will 
have the challenge of reviewing 
this year's nominations and 
selecting the 2005 ATHENA 
Award recipient." 

The winner will be honored 
during a night that will include 
dinner, big band music, a silent 
auction and many kinds of 
chocolate. 

Tickets for the black-tie- • 
optional charity event are . 
available by calling the founda­
tion at (734) 595-7727, Mary 
Denning's Cake Shoppe at 
(734) 261-3680 or Mayor 
Cicirelli's office at (734) 467-
3200. 

Westland Mayor Sandra A. Cicirelli and mem­
bers of the Westland City Council will acknowl­
edge the many contributions of Justine Barns 
with a birthday celebration at 6 p.m. Monday, 
March 7S in the Council Chambers of Westland 
City Hall. 

Barns has been an integral part of the devel­
opment of the Westland community since her 
career began in 1952 when she became presi­
dent of the Jefferson Elementary School PTA. 
The school was later renamed Jefferson-Barns 
Elementary School in her honor. 

Barns went on to serve on the Westland 
Planning Commission, the Westland Charter 

Commission, and was the first woman tolae 
elected to the Westland City Council. She 
became the first female council president in 
1976 and Westland's first female acting mayor in 
1974. She wrote the Westland Commission on 
Aging Ordinance, led the negotiations for the 
donation of the land used for the Westland Golf 
Course, and was the sponsor of the Indoor Clean 
Air Act while serving as Westland's representa­
tive in the state House. Barns also will be recog­
nized at the March 7 council meeting as well, 
which will start at 7 p.m. 

Coffee and cake will be served. Call the 
mayor's office at (734) 467-3200. 
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brings you more advanced technology. 

UR>u library of cable shows, vintage programs, sports, kids' shows, news and 
^movies - many for ffee and al! with VCR-like control. 

iVft) - Control live TV. Pause, rewind, play in slow motion, create 
instant replays. Record hours of your favorite shows with DVR. 

> HlgfrDefinltiofi fetevlsldn (HI3T¥) - The sharpest picture and sound. HD channels include 
avariety of cable networks, premium channels and broadcast stations, 

> Dtrjftttl tote * The most popular cable networks plus, local high school and college sports. 
Local broadcast channels are included at no extra charge. 

Now for a limited time get 
Comcast Digital Cable 

with 

and 

Just 

per month 
for 3 months 

wwwxomcast.com 

Offer available to new residential customers in serviceable areas only. Certain services are available separately or as a part of other levels of service. Standard Cable 
subscription is required to receive Digital Cable and is included in the promotional rate. After the promotional period, standard rates apply. Services/programming hot 
available in al! areas. Pricing and programming may change. Installation, equipment, taxes and franchise fees not Included. ON DEMAND programming is limited. $ome 
ON DEMAND programs subject to charge indicated at time of purchase. HDTV service requifes-a HDTV set (not provided). HD channels provide 
a mix of HD and non-HD programs. HDTV subscription requires a monthly $5 equipment fee, DVR service Is available for 
$9,95 per month. DVR restrictions apply to features, functionality and TV set capabilities. DVR subscription requires an 
internal credit screening and may be subject to a deposit. Service Is subject to the terms and conditions of the 
Comcast CableSubscrlber Agreement. Other restrictions may apply. HBO® Is a service mark of Home 
8ox Office, Inc. STARZI and related channels and service marks are the property of Star? Encore 

Group LLC. © 2005 Comcast Cable Communications, ILC. All rights reserved. Offer ends 3/31/05. 


