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Assistance program reaches crossroads
Council weighs changes to support its growth
BY DARRELL CLEM
.

. STAFF WRITER

A. Westlajid program that keeps .local youngsters out of trouble - and potentially out ofjuvenile correctional facilities - has reached a crossroads that officials say will determine whether it
continues to grow.
If trends early this year hold up, the Westland1

Youth Assistance Program will receive more
than 300 referrals from police, courts, schools
and parents for youngsters who need help staying out of trouble, Director Ronaele Bowman .
said.
That would mark a second record-breaking
year for the program, which boasts a 90 percent
success rate. Last year, the program received
292 referrals, which reflected a 64 percent

increase over the previous year after police
became more aggressive in referring youths.
The program pairs youngsters with adult
mentors and provides a wide array of services,
programs and classes! Its aim is to boost the
youths' self-esteem and to steer them away from
behaviors^ such as stealing, skipping school and
vanda^fe/thatcoul^
Year after year, tHe-program has an annual
ceremony in which youngsters, mentors and
parents give heartfelt accounts of its success.
"You get a good bang for your buck with our
program," Bowman told city leaders Monday, as

Westland City Council members and Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli met for a newT round of budget
talks.
"Our program does good work," she said. "Our
staff does good work."
With a $204,000 budget, including city dollars and grants, Bowman oversees the program
as an independent contractor for herself and her
two employees. Money is stretched thin to pay
their salaries and the services they provide.
Moreover, the employees don't have their own
PLEASE SEE YOUTH, A 6

Manager faces
trial over
false report
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER.

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Looking back
Madison Elementary third-graders Camarah Steele and Danielfe Robbtns peek out the one-room Miller School at Greenfield Village. They were among 65 students
who spent a day experiencing education 1800s style. For story and photps, see Page A4.

Turner wants schools to keep improving
.

BY SUE MASON
.

Ed Turner

STAFF WRITER

Ed Turner admits he gets teased when
he tells people he has 14,000 kids, give
or take a few. But that's how he looks at
the students in the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools.
"I'm a member of the school board for

the students first, parents second and
the teachers and administrators third,"
he said.
Turner is running unopposed for a
four-term on the Board of Education in
Tuesday's school election. A member of
the school board since 1996, he has
served as its secretary and president
and on the finance, policy and commu-

nity relations committees as well as a
delegate to the Michigan Association of
School Boards.
"I'm so proud of this district with its
Golden Apples, Blue Ribbon and MEAP
scores," said Turner, a retiree. "At one
time Wayne-Westland was referred to as
PLEASE SEE TURNER, A6

club gives its 'Regards to Broadway'
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

"• Sitting in the stands of the
Mike Modano Ice Arena in
Westland, Denise Gerschwender
is focused on two things - her
daughter Megan and how she is
doing a layback.
; She smiles and gives her a

For Home
Delivery call:
(866) 887-2737

double thumbs up.
"She's in doubles now ... double loop", double lutz, double
axle," said Denise. "Anything can
happen with a slight movement
of the blade."
Megan was at the arena
Tuesday afternoon for the first
of several dress rehearsals in
preparation for this weekend's
ice show, "Regards to

Broadway," being staged by the
Westland Figure Skating Club.
Seventy-eight skaters ages 4
to "fortysOmething," who take
group or private lessons at the
arena, will perform in three
shows Friday through Sunday.
"The club takes over the
whole arena," said director Kate
Wojtowicz. "They take the
boards out, put up props, deco-

© The Observer
& Eccentric
Newspapers

,
c i a t e

Volume 40
Number 96

rate the lobby and locker rooms
... It's quite a production."
The 45 acts, averaging 1%
minutes in length, will feature
show tunes from such Broadway
hits as "Sound of Music" "Cats"
"The Producers" "Oliver!" and
"Cabaret"
It was Wojtowicz who selected
PLEASE SEE IGE SHOW, A2
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With hundreds of dollars still missing from Lone
Star Steakhouse, the Westland restaurant's general
manager is facing trial for accusations he made a
false felony report to police alleging he was robbed at
gunpoint.
Clarence Moon, 40, of Detroit could face penalties
ranging up to four years in prison and a $2,000 fine,
if he's convicted in Wayne County Circuit Court.
Moon, free on a personal bond as he awaits trial,
has denied any wrongdoing to police. He was ordered
to stand trial after he voluntarily waived a preliminary hearing last Thursday in Westland 18th District
Court.
According to police
reports, Moon made a 9-1Clarence Moon, 40, of 1 call saying he had been
robbed about 8:15 a.m.
Tuesday, March 1, by a
Detroit could face
gunman who followed
him into the back
penalties ranging up to entrance of the restaurant
at Ford Road and Central
four years in prison
City Parkway.
Moon, a married man
and a $2,000 fine, if
with two children, told
police that a gun was held
he's convicted in
to the back of his head
and that he was forced to
Wayne County Circuit empty the.restaurant's safe
of several hundred dollars,
Court.
police Sgt. David Heater
said.
However, Moon never
mentioned a gun when he
made a separate, written
statement about the incident, Heater said.
Authorities also became suspicious after he reported seeing not one - but two - bandits flee through
Lone Star's front door. Police found no footprints in
fresh snow that had fallen during the hours leading
up to the reported robbery, Heater said.
"There had been a heavy snowfall that night," the
detective said.
Moon's attorney couldn't be reached for comment.
Moon, who has been fired from his job, was
described by Heater as a "respected man" by his Lone
Star employees.
,
.. .* '•:,..
"He has no criminal history at all," Heater said.
Police searched the restaurant and Moon's vehicle
after the reported robbery, Heater said, but they
found no money. He confirmed this week that the
money is still missing.
Authorities arrested Moon at the restaurant on
April 11, and he waived his preliminary hearing 11
days later in Westland 18th District Court.
Moon isn't viewed as being a flight risk, and, therefore, he was released on a personal bond as he awaits
trial, Heater said.
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Shop close to home, spending
in New York City coming soon
FOR YOUR HEALTH
Women's Health Boutique in
Livonia offers the option of a
prostheses for post-mastectomy patients. Alyson Rosenfeld,
a board-certified mastectomy
fitter, will be available April
28-29 at the store.
"For a woman who has gone
through mastectomy surgery, it
is important that she return to
her pre-diagnosis appearance
and lifestyle as soon as possible," said Mimi San Pedro,
breast cancer survivor and
president of ContourMed, an
external breast prosthesis company that uses 3D scanning
technology. "Finding the right
breast prosthesis can help her
feel better both physically and
emotionally"
Women's Health Boutique is
located at 31209 Plymouth
Road in Livonia, Schedule an
appointment by calling (734)
762-9324.
MORE ROOM TO SHOP
Shoppers who frequent
Marshall Fields at Twelve Oaks
Mall in Novi will soon have
more space in which to shop.
The store announced plans
to renovate and remodel,
increasing the store by about
25 percent.
"This, will be one of the
largest renovations at Marshall
Field's in recent history," said
Jennifer McNamara, public
relations specialist. 'As part of
the remodel, our Novi store
will expand by 60,000 square
feet."
According to McNamara, the
three-level store, which opened
in 1977, will be completely renovated and updated. Expect to
see new flooring, lighting and
fixtures inside, and a contemporary update to the store's
exterior. According to Frank
Guzzetta, president and chief
executive officer, more means
more.
"Following the renovation,

guests will find more spacious
departments, expanded merchandise assortments, and several new brands to choose
from," said Guzzetta. "We are
committed to providing'an
exceptional shopping experience for our guests and the
transformation of our Novi
store is an illustration of that
commitment."
Construction is slated to
begin next year and conclude
in 2007- Once complete, the
store will total almost 300,000
square feet.
There are currently 62
Marshall Fields stores in eight
states.
More information can be
found at fields.com.
MAKEOVER FOR MOM
Value City Department Store
employees know what Mom's
like. They'd like a dream weekend and a makeover in New
York City. If that sounds like a
mother in your life, enter an
essay contest and your "most
deserving mom" might just
win. •
"Mothers are the backbone
of our community, giving so
much to their families
throughout the year," said
Michelle Levesque, marketing
manager. "We are excited to
give children the chance to
think about why they appreciate their moms, tell us how
great they think their moms
are and nominate them to
win a fabulous dream
makeover."
In celebration of Mother's
Day, May 8, Value City
Department Stores are spon-

soring The Weekend Makeover
contest. One grand prize winner will receive:
H Airfare for two on U.S.
AirWays to New York City
• Three days .and two
nights at the Hotel Roger
Williams in Manhattan
• An exclusive spa day for a
haircut, makeover, manicure,
facial and massage
• Two Broadway show tickets
• Limousine service to and
from the airport
• Spending money
Stop in at a Value City
Department Store or go online
at www.valuecity.com for contest entry forms now through
May 7- In 125 words or less,
convince judges why your mom
deserves to win.
Essays may be turned in or
mailed to participating store
locations by the deadline. First
prize winners from each store
\vill receive a spa basket and be
entered to win the grand prize.
In Wayne County the participating stores include those at
36901 Warren Road in
Westland and 29560 Seven
Mile Road in Livonia.
OPEN HOUSE FIESTA
Qdoba Mexican Grill is having an open house fiesta to
benefit children with muscular
dystrophy in the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
area 11 a\m. to 8 p.m. Friday at
the restaurant at 3322412
Mile Road, Farmington Hills..
Qdoba is offering a free entree
and a fountain drink free while
collecting for the Muscular
Dystrophy Association.
Balloons and coloring books
will be available for children.
Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes
about new and changing businesses
for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. E-mail tips on your new,
favorite Wayne County shop to scasola@oe.homecomm.net or call (734)
953-2054.

Store Was Closed Wednesday
To Mark Down Prices!
BUY THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10-9
SATURDAY 10-6 & SUNDAY 12-5
and Take An Additional...
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ICE SHOW
FROM PAGE A1

the theme, but it was recommended by a parent whose
sister is a Broadway dancer.
"We're having a hard time
getting music to fit all the
ages," she said. "The club's
been doing it for 29 years and
I had to find out what they've
done and what other clubs
were doing because you don't
want two arenas doing the
same thing."
The skaters started preparing the show some five weeks
ago. The individual skaters
spent several hours a week
practicing while the groups
rehearsed for 45 minutes a
week and squeezed in some all
day practices, Wojtowicz said.
Featured in the show will be
Brittany Carlton who recently
passed the senior freestyle
level. The show will be her
farewell of sorts. She and fellow skater Sara LeDuc will
leave on Monday to skate in
an ice show at the Cypress
Gardens Music Park in
Florida.
As a treat the fathers of the
skaters also will perform in
the show. They couldn't agree
on one Broadway tune, so
they put together a routine to
one by band Metallica,
Wojtowicz said.
Parents provide the manpower for the production.
According to Wojtowicz, some
20 parents have contributed
heavily to the success of the
production.
One side of the rink is decorated to look like a shopping
district.
Hats hang in the window of
the hat shop and floral
arrangements fill the front of
the flower shop. Parent and
interior designer Noreen
Desilets created the set. She
started on it in February and
had a father build the props
which were then painted by
parents.
"The six prop people have
been here since February
working on the props and
decorating the lobby" said
Wojtowicz, who is getting help
from assistant director
Krystal Heacock.
Amy Bray is the chair of the
show overseeing everything
from the director to the lights
to the locker room. The
fathers are manning the spotlights while three interns Becky Bockstandz, Shanon
Frost and April Zuk - handle
the other lighting.
Wojtowicz is hoping to pack
the stands for the show. At
one time, skaters performed
to a packed house, but attendance has dwindled to 70-90
people a show.

N O R T H M A I N STREET • PLYMOUTH

ICE SHOW
The Westland Figure Skating
Club's Regards to Broadway
will be presented at 7 p.m.
Friday, 6 p.m. Saturday and!
p.m. Sunday at the Mike
Modano Ice Arena, 6210
Wildwood at Hunter, Westland.
Tickets, which cost $8 for
adults and $6 for children and
senior citizens, will be available at the door. For more
information, call the arena at
(734)729-4560.

"It's disappointing because
the kids work very hard," she
said. "They try out and they
make a commitment to the
show, so it's disappointing to
have small crowds. I'd love to
see other people come."
For Megan, the focus
Tuesday evening was on her
form. A sophomore at
Thurston High School, she's
appearing in her very first ice
show.
"Oh, she's nervous and
moms get nervous, too," said
Denise. "You have to feel for
your daughter."
Megan, who is in her fifth

f^gft

Megan Geschwender of Redford is all---"
smiles as she completes the run- ^
through of her ice show routine.

year of ice skating, joined the
Westland club because it's a
member of the U.S. Figure ^gN
Skating Association.
|&
"She skates daily," said." ' - t | |
Denise. "If she's not here, she*P&j
at open skating in Redford. "'?<&.
She's been skating since sixth- j
grade."
;
srnason@oe.homecomm.netI (734) 953-2112

TAX
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Low Sale Price on Our Entire Stock
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PHOTOS BY BILL

Amanda Gutowski works on her solo routine during a dress rehearsal for the '
annual ice show.
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Coffee and
Anderson connects with
ionstituents at gatherings
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

fVe be :n back in Michigan

three •*reeksand I'm runfti three

into• he same chuckholes
into> before I left. Down
!*&
jroads are clean. I
sowtii
C3k|e<lthe
the governor and told
hff' ill's a damn shame."
m was Douglas Vogan who
tKafew out the opening comment at State Rep. Glenn
Anderson's monthly coffee
hevur at the Big Boy Restaurant
last week.
JFhe coffee was hot and fresh
aifd the conversation lively as
tr$e small group heard about
t M goings-on in the state capital. Anderson has held the gettogethers for several years, first
at the William R Faust Public
Library and now at the Big Boy
a1>Wayne and Hunter.
"He uses the gatherings to
discuss legislation pending in
the legislature as well as hear
the concerns of his constituents. For 11/2 hours they
talked about everything from
thte state of the state's roads to
scjiool finances to the cost of
he|lth care and prescription
drags.
prefacing his comments with
"i|fs\not a big controversy right
now," Anderson told the group
t%t cities are going to have to
lcwak at sharing services, "if
tl$ings continue to go the way
thiiy aVe with the economy."
^Xhe school districts are
already doing it" he said. "The
Lj^onia schools maintains
b|ses for other districts under
contract. The cities are going
toshave to look at other money
saVing things."
^)ther topics included:
fp A hot item is the price of
gas; and, according to
Anderson, legislation has been
reintroduced that would set a
mjnimum level for the cost of
thje fuel. The measure aims to
protect small gas station owners from stations at Costco,
Wal-Mart and Meijer which

nm

are able to sell for less.
"Competition does benefit
the consumer in the long run,
but they claim these large stations are selling below cost and
running the little guy out of
business," he said. "But I wonder if the consumer would be
happy with being told how
much to pay for gas.
"It's competition, it's a sad
thing, but you have to market
yourself. I have to question
who would be next at the door
asking us to eliminate the
competition. Does the state
have the right to say who has
competition?'
• The cost of health care
and prescription drug coverage. Pointing out that the "in
the '90s, the Clintons looked at
health care and were beaten up
badly," Anderson speculated
that with costs escalating, what
the then president and first
lady were looking at could
come to pass "soon."
"I think what's caused some
of this is the advertising" he
said. "If you look at the budgets, in the top five costs is
advertising. They promote
drugs so that people go to their
doctors and ask for that medicine."
Health care is a big issue
with school districts which
have turned to the state for
help because of the escalating
costs. Anderson is concerned
that if lawmakers take the
steps to help the districts, it
may "open thefloodgatesand
have everyone coming to
Lansing and asking for help."
"Everything is about money,"
said a retired teacher who
declined to be identified. "It's
the school districts which need
to do the negotiating and not
dump the problem on someone
else. A lot of teachers in a lot of
districts forego pay increases
to keep their health insurance."
• Anderson also talked
about an additional step the
state treasury department
must now take in an effort to

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Douglas Vogan and his wife, Shirley, were among the group of Westlanders attending the coffee hour.

contact people about
unclaimed property. The
change is the result of difficulties in contacting people who
have moved several times,
Anderson said.
"I got a letter from California
about how I might have some
unclaimed property," said
Vogan who was there with his
wife Shirley. "It said send $25.
I took that one to the police
and (Deputy Chief) Gary
(Sikorski) called the number
and told them, 'Don't be sending that stuffhere. We know
what you're doing.'"
Anderson also touched on
the issue of using credit scores
to determine insurance rates.
The state insurance commissioner has ordered a rollback
in base rates and an elimination of credit scores.
"If someone has a good or
bad credit score doesn't have
anything to do with being a

We're celebrating 105 years, four generations,
and a new facility

good or bad driver," he said.
"What the insurance company
has done is raise the base rate,
then given scores based on
credit histories.
The insurance companies
are challenging the state, saying that the commissioner
doesn't have the authority to
order the rollback and that it
should be done legislatively.
"But with the makeup of the
legislature, they know that
wouldn't be done," Anderson
said.
Glenn Anderson holds his coffee
hour for residents of the 18th House
District 9-10:30 a.m. the third Monday
of the month. For more information,
call his Lansing office at (517) 3732576.
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Driscoll's

Driscoll's

California
Strawberries
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Vedette

Vedette

Merlot

«U Chardonnay
$

4.99

4.99

Easy drinking style
& light bodied

Byrds Choice Meats
"The Other White Meat Sale"
Ml far Only

s

2.98

lb.

Dearborn Smoked Pork Chops

$

3.98

'lb.
P r i c e s Good t h r u May 4 t h , 2005 f o r B y r d s O n l y

Shop Joe's Produce... for a wide selection of
fresh fruits and vegetables. From our
family to yours. The Maiorana9s have been
providing The Finest Quality Produce
& Service for 60 Years.
P r i c e s Good T h r o u g h May 1 s t , 2005

Joe's Produce
33X52 W. S e v e n M i l e
L i v o n i a , MI 4 8 X 5 2
www.joesproduce.com

C«48) 4 7 7 - 4 3 3 3

A Division of N.A. Mans and Sons * Family Owned Since 1900

Canton location 47255 Michigan Avenue 734-714-5800
Trenton 734-676-3000 Monroe 734-241-8400 New Boston 734-941-3131 Hamburg 810-2314000
PDFO606318079

"*^
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Joe's Produce Specials!

3/4" Center Cut Pork Chops, Stuffed Pork Chops,
I1/*" Thick Pork Chops, 6 Pack Economy Pork Chops

Hamburg: The sale is going strong at our northernmost store.
Livingston County can get all of their decking needs met at Mans.
Got kids? Ask the helpful staff at Mans about fun wooden playcenters.
There's one your child will love!

r

liilif'jidij
Petite Su-ah

Easy drinking style
& light bodied

i Trenton, Monroe, and New Boston: Great savings and expert advice
are the Mans trademark. These locations also have Rental Centers.
Equipment of all types and sizes are available for rental, and carefully
maintained used equipment is always for sale.
Ask to see what's available now!
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State Rep. Glenn Anderson, D-Westtand, talks about the politics of Lansing
with constituents like Eleanor Swistak during his monthly coffee hours.

tf

8

w

'-v*r

Grape
Tomatoes
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Florida

All prior sales excluded

In Canton, Saturday April 30th: Family fun is the order
!&'
0f the day. Bring the kids in for treats, games, and balloon
^animals with a clown. Grown-ups can look at our new show!&om and talk to staff about doors, windows, decking-whatever
p on your to-do list! Meet America's Master Handyman1™
^Glenn Haege from 1:00 to 3:00. The first fifty fans will receive
$ signed copy of Glenn's latest book.

**4

2^5.00

25% off irvstore items
10% off special orders
additional 10% off warehouse
Cash and carry only

?

The wait is over"
it's finally here
Limited Release
'Chateau Grand Traverse

Friday, April 29th
Saturday. April 30th
Every Mans location

Off original retail pricing
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At recess, Matt OeSmit and Lindsay Spencer play Toss the Ring.

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

#lex Dumouchelie is no dunce, but he tried the duncecap on for size, anyway.

GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
6000 MIDDLEBELT
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135

They traded their skorts and
blue jeans for cotton dresses
and pants with suspenders and
left their Bratz and zippered
lunch bags at home.
Sixty-five third-graders discovered what it was like to
attend a one-room schoolhouse, keeping a tradition that
spans more than 15 years alive
at their elementary school.
."Its a delightful feeling
going back and seeing what it's
like to be a child. 100 years
ago," said teacher Patricia
Kempner who became Mrs.
McGilicutty for her stint as
instructor at the one-room
Miller School at the Greenfield
Village.
Third-graders at Madison
Elementary in Westland have
been making the trip to the
schoolhouse well before
ICempner came to teach there
some 12 years ago. She inherited the field trip from teacher
Nikki Solomon.
"We used to say the exact

CITY OF GARDEN
COUNTY OF
STATE' OF MICHIGAN
OF CANVAS'

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at public auction on Tuesday, May 3, 2005 at 9:00 A.M. The
auction is to be held a t Westland C a r Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd.,
Westland, MI 48186.

Please Note: The bidding will sstt a r t a t t h e towing and storage
charges.
YEAR&MAKE
1989 Ford Probe ^
1993 Ford Aerostar
1991 Buick Regal
1994 Pontiac Sunbird
1992 Pontiac
1999 Ford Escort
1989 Mercury

STYLE
2DR
SW
4DR
2DR
4DR
4DR
4DR

Publish: April 28,2005

VIN#
1ZVBT21C2K5218139
1PMCA11U8PZA22380
2G4WB54L2M1896183
1 G2JB14H3R7590496
1G2HZ5216N1270126
1FAFP13PXXW252095
2MEBM74PXKX640482

year we were going back to, but
!
that was in the 1990s,"
Kempner said. "Now, we say
about 100 years ago."
Youngsters are asked to
dress in period clothing - cotton dresses with an apron, a
small hat and a straw basket to
carry their lunch. For the boys,
it was trousers with suspenders, blousey white shirts,
caps and a basket for books.
They also were asked to pack
traditional lunches. No juic^
packs, Lunch abies or similar
• 21st century* specialties.
Instead, they brought, hardboiled eggs, fruit, buttered
bread, pickles and the like and
drank root beer provided by
their teachers.
They practiced their elocution, sang songs like She'll Be
Coming Round the Mountain,
and did babble reading in
which all the children read different passages of a book aloud
all at the same time.
But, according to Kempner,
the most popular part of the
day came when the teacher did
some disciplining like was

This is your official notification of a Board of Canvassers meeting
whiclf is scheduled for Wednesday, May 4, 2005 AT 1:00 P.M. in the
Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan to
consider the following:
1. Approval of the November 3, 2004 Board Minutes.
2. Canvass and certify results of the Special Election of May 3,
2005.
3. Adjournment.
ALLYSON M. BETTIS, City Clerk-Treasurer
Publish: April 24 and 28; 2005
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Zachary Tofiiski dips water from the bucket.
3p

done in the 1800s. Of course,
one-room school house into a£jj
there was the dunce hat, and
true educational experience, j *
Kempner had one girl, caught
"It's been interesting to
*
chewing gum, place it on her
watch," she said, adding that *
nose and state that she was " a
on the survey she completed ;
stupid girl chewing gum."
she recommended.the village
The students were broken up give the students a free tram into two groups.' While one
ride.
*
"The half of students that *
group was attending school,
the other group walked around go off with the parent, the
the village. They ate outside on parent feels the need to buy *
]
the grass as a group and played them something," said
. Kempner. "We don't have the^
games like Ring Around the
students bring money
;
Rosie.
because they would focus on *
According to Kempner, the
spending it and lose the e d u field trip is usually done in
cational value of the experi- *
May but was moved to midence. A train ride would be \
April. The date was perfect for
entertaining and not cost the*
what the teachers were hoping
village anything."
to create for their students.
As for Kempner the trip
I
"It was so much better," she
said. "In May and June, the vil- back in time was also a stroll *
down memory lane.
*
lage is packed with people, but
"When we walked through,
this time it was more authentic
the village, it reminded me off
because there wasn't a lot of
going to my grandma's housed
people there."
she said,
'*£
Kempner praised Greenfield
Village for the job it has done
smason@oe.tiomecomm.net | (734) 953-2'fe
in developing the visit to the
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Somebody V.
Praying Me
Through
A celebration of
God's Power Through"
Praying People
:
An Inspiring Multi-Media
«;
Presentation by the Sancutary ;
Choir and Orchestra, Don't miss •
this FREE Concert. The first in „
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Minimum Purchase of $49 required.

27207'Piymoufh Rood, Redfofd:
313-533-0300
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The Signature of American I
*$100 purchase excludes Coach, Kate Spade, Dooney & Bourke, Lilly Pulitzer, Vera Wang dresses, Tommy Bahama swimwear, BCBG/BCBG Max Azria, Tumi, Waterford, Marcei Sciiurman, ali Fine Je</•et'v- ;• :i$i'i3I;cfragrances, beauty accessories, fashion watches, men's electronic gifts, beauty salons, restaurants, alterations & gift cards. Minimum purchase of $100, and no cash back. Cannot oe cumbmtti WI;M
No adjustments toprior purchases. This ad must be presented at the register at time of purchase in order to receive $20 discount. Not valid on teiephone orders
tSubject to normal credit approval; some exclusions apply. See your Sales Associate for details.
For the Lord & Taylor nearest you, please call 1-800-223-7440,8 am to 8 pm (ET} Monday through Saturday; 9 am to 6 pm [ET) Sunday. Or visit our website at www lordandtavlo' :arp
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YOUTH

said Monday
Funding for the youth program and all other city departments is included in a newly
proposed, $56 million general
budget that the council is
expected to approve in early
June.
A public hearing on
Cicirelli's proposed budget is
scheduled during a council
meeting at 7 P-ni. Monday,
May 2.
Councilman Michael Kehrer
has voiced support for providing some kind of additional
help for the Youth Assistance
Program.
"It's a very successful program," he said.
The issue arose as city leaders are continuing to review
every city department in hopes
of reaching a budget agreement.
Bowman provided statistics
showing that a little money
now can help avoid much larger costs that could be incurred
by not helping troubled youngsters.
The youth program spends

an average of $115 on each
youngster who is enrolled in
the program for four to six
months. As Kehrer noted,
that's about $4 a week.
By comparison, Bowman
said, it costs more than $400 a
day to place a youngster in
juvenile detention. And, she
said, it costs more than
$100,000 a year to place a
youth in a maximum-security
facility.
Bowman, director of the
Youth Assistance Program
since it was started in 1992,
conceded that city officials
have been struggling with a
budget crunch.
However, with a city budget
surplus that is expected to rise
to $1.5 million during the next
year - up from $200,000 early
in Cicirelli's mayoral term some local officials hope that
money can be found to help a
program that they say has
proved its worth.

for schools and the increases in
health care and retirement are
the big issues facing the disFROM PAGE Al
trict which has worked hard to
preserve programs during .
three years of no increases in
the lighthouse district and I
state school aid.
think we've regained that title.
We have a lot to offer. People
Meant to equal the playing
should be proud of that."
field for school funding, Turner
believes that the situation has
At a time when many school
gotten worse with Proposal A.
districts are cutting programs
and staff, Wayne-Westland has
Up until its passage, the
been able to keep its educastate took care of retirement
tional program intact. It has
costs, but that was "dumped"
not had to resort to such things on the schools, and the district
as pay-to-play for sports and
now needs more from the state
has been able to continue
to cover those costs.
reduced class sizes in early ele"That's a bottomless pit as
mentary.
far as I'm concerned," he said.
"The $175 per student increase
"We have what these kids
the governor has proposed
need and I can't think of any
doesn't cut it. It's in the constiother district that has that," he
tution that it's up to the state to
said. "We've got a great community because the schools are educate the kids and fund education properly.
so good. We may not have the
expensive houses like other
"We've gone through enough
cities, but a community is
cost containment in this dismade by the school district. If
trict. I want to see it continue
this were a bad school district, •to improve."
people would move to where
Turner also maintains that
their kids could get a good
the state's residents have been
education."
"sold a bill of goods about the
According to Turner, funding lottery." What lawmakers didn't

say when the lottery money
was pledged to go to education
was that the state would take
away other funding.
"My biggest problem is the
people in Lansing " he said.
"They are more dedicated to
their political parties than to
the residents and to the kids in
this state."
Turner is seeking his third
four-year term on the board.
He said he wants to continue
to'see the district provide the
best education for the students.
He initially decided to- run
for school board to represent
the citizens of the school district. Along the way, he fell in
love with the children.
He spends more time in the
schools because he has the
time and his choice is to spend
time in class "with my kids."
"I have an awful lot of fun
with the kids," he said. "I had
one kid run out of class
because he had a joke to tell.
That's the kind of rapport I
have with my kids."

FROM PAGE A1

health insurance, unlike regular city employees^ Some officials view the situation as
unfair, and it could become an
issue as a new director is
sought to replace Bowman,
who will retire at year's end.
She has had the benefit of her
husband's insurance.
The Westland Youth
Assistance Program is the second largest of its kind in
Wayne County, ranking behind
only Detroit. Yet, programs in
many other communities offer
employee health insurance,
Bowman said.
City officials can't provide
insurance because the program
is run by an s independent contractor. However, some officials
have indicated they may want
to help the employees - possibly with additional funding to get medical coverage.
"Maybe we can make a decision on it before we approve
the (city) budget," council
President Charles Pickering

TURNER

dclem@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2110

www.hometownXife.coni

S'craft board incumbents unopposed
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM

STAFF WRITER

No one has stepped forward
to challenge three Schoolcraft
College trustees for open seats
on the community college's
governing board.
Incumbents Patricia Watson,
Gregory J. Stempien and
Phillip Cascade are all seeking
re-election in the May 3 elections, where voters also will
choose local school board
trustees. Residents living in
Livonia, Garden City,
Northyille, Northville
Township, Novi Township,
Plymouth, Plymouth Township
and portions of Canton,
Farmington Hills, Lyon
Township, Novi, Redford,
Salem Township, Superior
Township and Westland will
be able to vote in the
Schoolcraft election.
• Watson, 52 of Northville is
the longest serving of the three
incumbent trustees, and was
appointed in 1991- She was
elected two more times - in
1993 and in 1999.

Stempien
Jerzycke.
Schoolcraft trustees are not
compensated. Watson did not
say whether she thought this was
a factor in running unopposed.
"It's a pretty time-consuming and serious commitment,"
she said of the job. "But it's a
very gratifying job. I think we
get a lot back for serving on the
board."
Stempien, 64, of Northville
works as an attorney for
Stempien & Stempien in
Northville and has been an
attorney since 1970. His wife,
Jeanne, is a Wayne Circuit
judge. He has been on the
board since 1998 and is running for his second term.
Incumbent Schoolcraft
trustees are rarely defeated,
Stempien said, speculating why
no challengers came forward.
"I really like Schoolcraft,"
Stempien said. "I think it's a

She is seeking a third sixyear term. She has worked as a
forensic psychologist at the
State Forensic Center since
1985. She is married to Charles

tremendous
asset to the
community.
This community is really, really very fortunate to have
Schoolcraft
College."
Cascade
Cascade, who
is seeking to fill
the remaining four years of a
six-year term, could not be
reached for comment.
Schoolcraft College
Marketing Director Marty
Heator said that Schoolcraft
has been forced to be creative
in gaining new students, saving
money and raising money.
Schoolcraft has offered early
retirements to save money;
leased property to local businesses to generate revenue and has
added a number of new programs to attract new students.
Baking and pastry making
has been added to the popular
culinary arts program, and a
therapeutic massage certification program will be available
for students beginning this fall.
Schoolcraft has been beating
the pavement, too.
"We've doing more recruiting
in the schools in the community," Heator said.

Cash raised to fight breast cancer
sales from the products on display will go to the Barbara Ann
Karmanos Cancer Institute.
For more information, call
Calka at (734) 657-0129In addition to being able to
purchase everything from professional cookware to jewelry
and handmade lotion and
soap, guests will be able to
learn more about breast cancer
as a Karmanos representative
will be on hand.
"I really wanted to do something in remembrance of my
sister and bring more aware' ness to breast cancer," said
Calka, a Livonia resident. "1
out of 4 local women get it. A
quarter die from it. We have
among the worse statistics in

BY LINDA ANN CH0MIN
STAFF WRITER

Karen Calka is determined
not to let another woman die
of breast cancer as her sister
did at age 41.
Diagnosed with stage one
breast cancer at age 35, Judy
Boback put up a long fight
enduring chemotherapy, radiation, a double mastectomy, and
finally stem cell replacement
only to die in April of 2000.
On Saturday April 30, Calka
will honor her sister's memory
by holding a fundraising Open
House at 18433 Westbrook in
the Seven Mile and Levan area
of Livonia. There is no charge
to attend, but 25-percent of the

smason@oe.r)omecomm.net I (734) 953-2112

the nation."
To raise money to help eradicate the disease, Calka will be
selling raftle tickets for 15 baskets filled with a variety of
items from Arbonne's, Country
Bunny and the Pampered Chef,
to name a few.
"We all know people who
have had this experience," stated Calka in an invitation to the
event. "They are our friends,
wives, mothers, sisters and
sometimes even men who
breast cancer had them going
to war daily to live. Some were
lucky and won. Some weren't
so lucky and we are standing at
their grave site. They were a
part of our life and we lost
that."

FOR THE RECORD
DEATHS
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In addition to our daily menO, we'll be offering some
special main courses in honor of Mom's special day, including

B
Helen Sophia Butler, of Clarkstort,
died April 22.
F
Blanche (Cullen) Flaherty, 99, died
April 10.
H
Joy L Hargreaves (Livecchi), 46, of
Commerce, formerly of Rochester,
died April 21.
J
Lawrence A. Johnson, 100, died April
24.

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.
Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Sports in

Passages on page CIS.

William C. Knudson, 87, of Rochester
Hills, died April 22.
M
Ann McCubbrey, 98, of Canton, died
April 20.
Duncan McPherson, 78, died April 25.
R
Mary Helen Riddle, 79, died April 22.
S
Linda Catherine Schmittroth, 55, of
Southfield, died April 24
V
Marvin H. Voight, 78, of Lattirup
Village, died April 21.
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Design, Installation, Maintenance
C/U&&fr&Vffli&VV
Steve & Rock/s House Salad,
Baked Cornish Hen with natural juice,
dauphinoise potatoes, medley of vegetables and d

tcu&
Stuffed with Jonah crab and mushrooms, shrimp sauce and vegetables

Did you know we have been maintaining many of the lawns in southern
Oakland County for over two decades? We offer many great services to
help reduce the stress of those mundane household chores you have to
complete on a weekly basis. Here are some of the services we provide:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Lawn cutting
Edging
Trimming
Pruning
Fertilization

Spring/Fall Cleanup
Flower Planting
Sod Installation
Show Plow Service
Bulk Mulch •

•
•
•
•

Sprinkler Systems
Putting Greens
Patios
Pavers

We can have licensed contractors for all your home improvement projects!
With grapefruit, basit,Vidalia onion and new potatoes

Cognac and black peppercorn sauce, portabella mushrooms,
mashed redskin potatoes and caramelized onion

Please call for a free estimate and join the hundreds of
customer that depend on our team al! year long*
I SAYI S20.00

-Jfet>

1 SAVF 20%

•7*
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I WINN Mill KIMK

Hours: 12:00 noon to 8:00 pm
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PHces start at $13.00
(Children's menu available.)
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

-J

*

*

Top Soil
5 Yard's

43! 50 Grand River Avenue • Novi * 248-374-0688

W1TH1\ \ \0 MILE

*

Specials *
Cedai
Mulch
5 Yard's

145

50/50
Mix
3 Yards

*

*
Hardwood
Mulch
5 Yards
* " 1 1 COO

00
tXPiKi * i • i n*
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STOP DREAMING. START DRIVING.
2005 BUICK RENDEZVOUS CX
•
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• EPA est 26 mpg hwy FWD
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ALL NEW BUICK LACROSSE CX
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Jim Bradley Buick
Ann Arbor
734-769-1200

Faist-Diesing Buick
* Chelsea
734-475-8663

James-Martin Buick
Detroit
313-875-0500

Roberts Buick
Lapeer
810-667-2102

Feigiey Buick
Mi [ford
248-684-1414

Shelton Buick
Rochester Hills
248-651-5500

Vyletel Buick
Sterling Heights
586-977-2800

Waldecker Buick
Brighton
810-227-1761

Randy Hosier Buick
Clarkston
248-625-5500

Ray Laethem Buick
Detroit
313-886-1700

John Rogin Buick
. Livonia
734-525-0900

Bob Jeannotte Buick
Plymouth
734-453-2500

Jeffrey Buick
Roseville
586-296-1300

Zubor Buick
Taylor
734-946-8112

Ed Rinke Buick
Center Line
586-757-2100

Jim Riehl's Friendly Buick
Clinton Township
586-412-9600

Bob Saks Buick
Farmington Hilts
248-478-0500

Terhune Sales & Service
Marine City
810-765-8866

Cawood Auto Company
Port Huron
810-987-3030

Jim Fresard Buick

Suburban Buick
Troy
248-519-9748

Superior Buick
Dearborn
313-846-1122

Wally Edgar Buick
Lake Orion
248-391-9900

Victory Buick
Milan
734-439-3500

Larry Koss Buick
Richmond
586-727-3115

Tamaroff Buick
Southfield
248-353-1300

Royal Oak
248-547-6100 •

8

*Payments are for a 2005 Buick Rendezvous CX with an MSRP of $27,270 (24 monthly payments total $4,536), a 2005 Buick LaCrosse CX with 16" aluminum wheels and an MSRP of $23 845 (24 monthly
payments total $4,776) and a 2005 Buick Terraza CX with an MSRP of $28,825 (36 monthly payments total $10,764). Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing
GMAC must approve lease. Take delivery by 5/31/05. Mileage charge of $.20/mile over 24,000 miles for Rendezvous and LaCrosse, 36,000 miles for Terraza. Lessee pays for excess wear
Payments may be higher in some states. Not available with other offers.
;
**Ca!l 1-888-40NSTAR (1-888-466-7827) or visit onstar.com for system limitations and details.
TMust return vehicle and take delivery of an eligible new GM vehicle by5/2/05. Excess mileage and wear charges apply. See dealer for details
lTHot Button ends .5/31/05. For details, see gm.com/hotbutton.
OE0S3194S2

'

©2005 GM Corp. All rights reserved.
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Celebrate the Opening of Our
New 2700 Sq. Ft. Livonia FacilityI

Official Ribbon Cuttitt
by City Council President, Joe Taylor
Friday, April 299 2005 at 2i30 p.m.
en House-Sat, April 30th Noon - 4 -p.m.
Everyone Welcome!
Current Members, Family and Friends,
Past Members, Family and Friends
Members of the Livonia Community

YOURSELF
OFF THIS
SUMMER!

2 for 1

* take time for yourself with 30and sensible weight loss at Curves.
now you join Curves you can split the
service fee with any friend. Over 4 million women
success at Curves. You can too.

"spfaf service fee ant-.

Of rake 50% off the service fee.

The power to amaze yourself.*

curvesinternationai.com
"Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer.
Valid only at participating location through 7/10/05.

j&a

PLACES AND FACES

www.hometownlife.com

Hazardous waste
Get rid of hazardous waste
that doesn't belong in the trash
during a drop-off 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, April 30, in the
parking lot of the Memorial
Pool in City Park.
\ Materials accepted will
include oil-based paints and
varnishes, wood preservatives,
cleaning solvents, pesticides
and weed killers, household
batteries, oven cleaners, mothballs, transmission fluid,
antifreeze, lead, pressurized
cans, gasoline, smoke detectors
and mercury.
The waste drop-off service is
sponsored by the Central
Wayne County Sanitation
Authority and is limited to residents of the five member communities - Garden City,
Westland, Wayne, Inkster and
Dearborn Heights. Proof of
residency will be needed.
For more information, call
(313) 292-5854.

and open to the public.
Contact Judy Bianchi at (734)
728-6100 to sign up for this
event.

Garage sale
It's like having more than 80
garage sales all in the same
place at the same time. The
Westland community garage
sale will take place 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, May 7» in the
parking lot west of Westland
City Hall, 36601 Ford Road,
next to the Police Department.
For further information about
reserving a spot, call Margaret
Martin at (734) 722-7620.

Contest winner
Westland kindergartner Eva

Boncich has been named firstprize winner in the kindergarten category of the
Michigan Dental Association's
statewide coloring contest.
The contest was held in
honor of National Children's
Dental Health Month in
February. More than 4,090
entries were received.
Eva will receive a $100 U.S.
savings bond, dental health
posters, stickers, balloons,
toothbrushes and coloring
books. Her entry will be on
display at MDA's annual session in Grand Rapids in May.

Golf outing
The Westland Rotary Club
will hold a Centennial Golf

(W)
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Celebration Thursday, May 26,
at the Golden Fox at Fox Hills
in Salem Township. The outing
with have a scramble format
and 11 a.m. shotgun start. It
includes 18 holes of golf, lunch
and beverages at the turn, door
prizes and a filet mignon dinner and banquet.
The costs is $160 per golfer
or $600 for a foursome.
Sponsorships also are avail. able. For more information,
call Dr., Kim Shunkwiler at
(734) 728-5533, Tom North at
(734) 421-1300, Todd Blevins
at (734) 425-7766 or Capt.
Matt O'Neil at (734) 7223660.
To register, send a check,
payable to Westland Rotary to

the Rotary Golf Outing,
Shunkwiler Chiropractic
Health Center, 5978 N. Wayne
Road, Westland, MI 48185.
Proceeds will benefit the
Salvation Army and Westland
Rotary charities.

Off and running
North Brothers Ford and the
City of Westland are sponsoring the seventh annual 5K Fun
Run and Walk Saturday, May
14, for the benefit of the
Karmanos Cancer Institute.
Runners and walkers collect
donation in advance of the
race/walk which will start at 9
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation
Center. Prizes and recognition
will be awarded to the top

A9

three females and top three
males in seven age groups ages 1-10,11-19, 20-29,3039,40-49, 50-59, 60 and over.
The pre-registration deadline is May 7 and T-shirts are
guaranteed for all registered by
that date. The registration fee
is $12 for students age 18 and
under and $15 for adults. After
May 7, the fee is $18.
Registration starts at 8 a.m. on
race day. For more information, contact Erin Jackson at
North Brothers Ford at (734)
524-1232. Registrations can be
sent to her attention at the
dealership, 33300 Ford Road,
Westland, MI 48185. Checks
should be made payable to
North Brothers Ford.

JOIN OUR EURO COMFORT GLUB. AS A MEMBER. YOU'Ri ENTITLlD TO YOUR SEVENTH PAIR OF EURO COMFORT SHOES FREE.

Parent seminar
The Wayne-Westland
Community Schools' Family
Resource Center in collaboration with Hegira Prevention is
offering a parent seminar on
Positive Discipline 5-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 5,12 and 19, at
Vandenburg Elementary
School, 32101 Stellwagen,
Wayne.
The seminar will cover the
difference between punishment and discipline, how parenting styles affect how children learn and more. Each
participant will receive a copy
of Jane Nelson's Positive
Discipline.
Participants can attend one
session or all three. For more
information, call (734) 4192709.

Curtain call
The City of Wane Arts and
Entertainment Department
Actors Community Theatre
will present Rodgers and
Hammerstein's Cinderella at 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 6-7,
13-14 and 20-21, and 2 p.m. 2
p.m. Sunday, May 8 and 15, at
the State Wayne Theater,
J35310 Michigan Ave., Wayne.
Tickets cost $15 for adults, $13
jfor students and senior citizens
and $8 for children.
' There also will be a Mothers
DayXtmch-- Cinderella
Spectacular at noon Sunday,
May 8. There will be a full
lunch buffet, served at the
Wayne Community Center,
4635 Howe, followed by the
matinee performance of
Cinderella at 2 p.m. at the
State Wayne Theater. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $15 for
children 12 years and under.
Package fees are available.
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Join us as we showcase our !arge selection of strong ai

For more information, call
(734) 721-7400.

What's in a day?
The Westland Parks and
Recreation Department has
postponed plans to fill planters
around the Bailey Recreation
Center to 4:30-6 p.m. Friday,
May 6.
The event had been planned
for Earth Day, April 22. Any
group, including churches,
schools, scout troops and civic
groups are invited to sign up to
help prepare the planter boxes
outside me recreation center.
Each group will be able to
plant flowers or seeds in the
box and tend to the plants
throughout the summer.
All designs and plants must
be pre-approved. Groups
should register by Friday, April
29. For more information, call
Program Supervisor Margaret
Martin or Deputy Director
Lesa Blackburn at (734) 7227620

65.00

M e r r e l l "Palmetto" in green, taupe, black or
lilac. Sizes 6-11 (whole), IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

65.00

70.00

M e r r e l l "Gardenia" in black, pink, citron,
light blue or green. Sizes 6-11 (whole).

M e r r e l l "Primo Breeze II" in silver, Taupe,
black or pink. Sizes 6-11. IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

i WOMEN'S SHOES.

-rti

/

*•*?'
in

Free seminar
Kate Ferrett, hospital liaison
for Arbor Hospice and Home
Care, will speak about such
issues as advanced directives in
a presentation 5-6 p.m.
Thursday, May 19, at Westland
Convalescent Center.
Ferrett will discuss such
topics as what are advance
directives, when is it time to
think about advance directives,
who needs advance directives,
what is the difference between
advance directives and a living
will and how to get started.
The seminar is free of charge

THINKING ABOUT

^

79.00

Born "Dame" in stucco and black. Sizes 6-11

110.00

110.00

B i r k e n s t O C k "Arizona" in taupe. Sizes 6-11

BirkenstOCk "Tabora" in taupe. Sizes 6-11

(WhOle). IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

(Whole). IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

(WhOle). IN WOMEN'S SHOES.

REGISTER TO WIN

. an all inclusive trip for two to London valued at $4,000. Includes airfare, a 7 day/5 night stay at The Park Lane Hotel, hotel/room taxes, occupancy fees and service
charges • 3 IPods from SOfft, valued at $1,000 • free shoes at select locations from Merrell, Dansko, Ecco and Geox • a closet makeover from California Closets from Clarks, valued at $2500
FOR ALL GIVEAWAYS, NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER.

RECEIVE GIFTS* WITH PURCHASES: closet organizers with any Clarks purchase • pink toe nail polish with any indigo purchase -WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
Y O U ' R E

S O M E B O D Y

• I • \

S P E C I A L

•
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FREE&S13MATES

(734)5^1930
Our 3%$& Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLESEX • LIVONIA

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM ESTAmerican Express not accepted withphone orders.
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9.
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE V I L U G E OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON
S T R E E T ; A N D L A U R E L P A R K P L A C E IN L I V O N I A , C O R N E R O F N E W B U R G H R O A D A N D S I X M I L E R O A D . Percentages off regular prices or origin prices, as shown.
Actual savings may exceed staled percentage off. "Regular" and "Original" prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another.
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Party people
Goldtones celebrate 25 years of music
BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
CORRESPONDENT

Go to a party where the
Goldtones are performing and
you might think that Mike
and Debbie Brown are the
most versatile singers you've
ever seen with a repertoire
ranging from today's music
back to the '40s and anything
from country to rap, pop,
disco and rock and rock.
; And the best thing is they
§ound exactly like the original
performers.
;] In fact when Mike performs
h Left My Heart in San
I'rancisco," it's actually old
felue Eyes himself.
* "I become that person," he
Said.
* Mike is lip-synching and
adding a wonderful dose of
entertainment to the disc
jockey job that he started in
1979 at a fund-raiser at St.

Gerard's parish. Debbie
joined him in 1984.
"Seventy-five to 80 percent
of our party people think
we're really singing - people
like to be entertained," said
Debbie, who also works part
time at Bath and Body Works
in Westland and served as the
2003 president of the Garden
City Chamber of Commerce.
Mike talks about a magic
that comes over him when
emcees an event as he
describes how the right words
just seem to come to him.
Like, the time they were performing the Goldtones' trademark wedding song, "Let me
Call You Sweetheart."
They give all their guests a
candle and ask them to
impart a wish for the bridal
couple as they blow it out.
One time, however, the hall
manager blustered through
the room extinguishing the

candles, saying they were a
fire hazard.
Mike stopped the pandemonium by asking everyone
to close their eyes and imagine the candles were lit and
concentrate on the wish they
were making for the couple.
"Everyone pretended they
were blowing out the candle
and turned out even more
special than usual," he said.
A SCHOOL INTEREST
Mike has been drawn to
music and the entertainment
field since he was a kid. He
wanted to be in the talent
shows at school, but never
took up an instrument. That
interest lead to the creation of
the illusion of a three-piece
live band for Goldtones.
"We call ourselves DJ entertainers," Mike said "We're lipsynching and pantomiming
with real instruments, real

Have your

Mother's Day Brunch
overlooking
Hickory Creek
Golf C o u r s e !
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHEI

Mike and Debbie Brown are celebrating their 25th anniversary as the disc jockey group, The Goldtones.

guitars, saxes and trumpets,
but the sounds come out of
the CDs. The illusion is that
most people do not know or
recognize who's singing the
song. People think we're the
best band out there."
For 25 years, the Goldtones
have performed at countless
weddings, anniversaries,
daddy-daughter dances, graduation parties, senior citizen
home parties, bar mitzvahs
and bat mitzvahs, corporate
parties and just about any
event where groups of people
gather.
"If you go to a wedding and
everyone is in black tie, we
don't act like Animal House,"
Mike said. "We act more professional. Then there's parties
we go to and it's an Animal
House type party and you get
down and you do the 'Turtle'
with them.
"The different crowds you
get bring out the best in you
and we know how to get the
best out of that show by giving them energy."
The Browns have six trailers
filled with equipment and 15
employees. Her three children
and his three children, all
grown, also have helped in
some way over the years.
Customers can choose from
the traditional one-person DJ
to the three-person illusion
teams. They also have a

harpist available.
"With our leaders and other
employees, we can do as many
as three engagements in a
night," said Mike, who works
as afull-timemaintenance
supervisor for SRK
Management in Farmington
Hills.
3,000 AND COUNTING
The Goldtones carry more
than 3,000 CDs to each function, Mike said, explaining
that he has to come prepared,
because when they walk into a
party they never know exactly
what the guests will want.
Request slips are placed on
each table.
"When bands go on a break,
we go on a break from the
show and we go into a DJ
mode and motivate and
manipulate the crowd into a
hustle, or Cha-Cha Slide and
do different things that people
like to do to get involved,"
Mike said. "I appreciate the
gift that God gave me and I
love sharing it with others."
Married 15 years, Mike and
Debbie refer to themselves as
"old school DJs."
"You change your format to
be with the times and to be in
competition with the younger
DJs," Debbie said. "But, we do
things, like polkas and group
dances that some of'the

younger ones who are just
starting out think they don't
need."
Times have changed in the
business, too, since Mike first f
started the Goldtones a quar-1
ter of century ago. In the earhl
years, he would average 350 |
engagements annually. Today,!
the'G^MtoheVhavefbetween I
250 and 300 customers every!

year.

(5-10 years)
4 & Under FREE

CAST Meets Wesr
A Red Carpet Exclusive at Laurel Park Place

• Japanese Cuisine from
Cherry Blossom Japanese
Restaurant
• Origami Demonstrations

Call Today for Reservations!

734.454.1850

Hickory Creek
Golf Course
HS5 3625 Napier

Corner of Napier and Ford Rds.
5 Miles West of 1-275
'WRttaHft''

• Traditional Japanese
Tea Ceremony
• Exhibits from the General
Consulate of Japan
including Traditional
Kimonos, Japanese Dolls
Photos from Around the World by
Internationally Acclaimed Photographer

TCBY FROZEN YOGURT

Monte Nagler

30971 W. Five Mile Road • Livonia

S. of 5 Mile, E. of Merriman • Livonia Plaza Shopping Mall

734.421.8229

April 28 - May 1 1 , Parisian Court

FREE WAFFLE C O N E
FOR M O M !
Offer valid only on Mother's Day 5-8-05
B^j^^^EB

I A'-oo

OFF"

fRU'THEAD
SMOOTHIE
(Frozen Yogurt

*

""<! 00 OFF
RSZV YOGU TP«E
<o 00 OFF .
F
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The Eyes of a Child'
Photographs by students from Buchanan and Cooper Elementary
Schools will also be on display. The Eyes of a Child is a joint effon:
between Livonia Public Schools. Laurel Park Place, and Monte Nagler.

R
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He attributes the decline to 1
the thousands of people who I
entered the D J business over |
the years.
jj
"I want to thank every famij
ly that has ever -put their trust!
in us to do their family party" ?
Mike said. "It takes a lot of
trust and we've had just so
many great times with so
many people and made
friendships t:- .ough our workj
There are so many lives that
we have touched. I know theyf
are special and they make us
feel special."
In a serious tone, Debbie
said, "I hope we can get some^
one trained enough to take
over." , .
She pauses and adds: "In 2(
years."
"We love what we do and
that's the big thing," Mike
said. "When it becomes a job, I
then it's time to leave. As longf
as you're having fun that's
|
what we want. The money is |
icing on the cake."
1

Sunday, May 1, 1-4pm

Play 8 10 am-2 p m
Adults $15.95
Child $8.95
Mom golfs

FREE on
w Mothers Days

t

UOM/VAJJ^RVJLT
Located in Livonia at Six Mile and Newburgh Roads
OE0S31S421

734-462-1100

www.hometowtdife.com.
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Quality Care
...every time to everyone
Special days have been set aside for honoring doctors, nurses, volunteers,
and all dedicated healthcare workers who care for patients and their
families.. .24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, such as:
Doctor's Day - March 30
National Volunteer Week - April 17-23
National Nurses Week - May 6-12
National Hospital Week - May 8-14
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At St. Mary Mercy Hospital, we salute
our 465 Doctors, 425 Nurses, 970
Support Staff and 200 Volunteers on
these special days and all year long for
their tireless energy and commitment to
healing.

*,-

Their dedication to providing comprehensive, coordinated, and
compassionate care every time, to everyone has earned St. Mary Mercy
Hospital the trust and confidence of our community for the highest quality
of care. This commitment has also earned the hospital national attention
in the form of two prestigious awards:
• Distinguished Hospital Award for
Clinical Excellence™
• Distinguished Hospital Award for
Patient SafetyrM
St. Mary Mercy Hospital is one of only
30 hospitals nationwide to receive both
of these awards in the same year.

Sr. M'sry
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Congratulations, and a salute to those who make our community a
healthier place to live, work and play.

One Great Hospital.
Two National Awards.
St. Mary Mercy Hospital
Great Doctors and Nurses.. .in your own Backyard ,

®

ST. MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL
Physician Referral call 1-888-464-WELL
www.stmarymercy.org

HealthGrades™ is a nationally recognized independent hospital rating board.
OEO8312160
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Westland residents PatilaT.
Papay and Garrett J. Radford
have been named recipients of
the Westland Firefighters 2005
Bobby Foust Memorial
Scholarship.
Each will receive a $1,000
scholarship to continue their
education.
The award has special meaning for Radford who was born
in the back of Westland Fire
Rescue on June 15,1987.
Among firefighters helping
with the delivery was Foust.
The twosome will receive
their scholarships at the

Westland City Council's May 16
meeting.
Kindergartner Eva Boncich
of Westland has been named
the first-prize winner in the
kindergarten category of the
Michigan Dental Association
state-wide coloring contest.
The contest was held in honor
of National Children's Dental
Month in February.
More than 4,090 entries
were received.
Eva will receive a $100 U.S.
Savings Bond and dental
health posters, stickers and
balloons, toothbrushes and

coloring books. Her artwork
also will be displayed at the
DA's annual session in Grand
Rapids in May. and on the
MDA's We site at
www. smilemichigan.com.
Named to the honor for the
fourth marking period at the
Tinkham Alternative High
School were Nicholas Campau,
Tabitha demons, Whitney
Flum, Joanna Klein, Robert
Lambert, Derek Lawson,
Duane Lewis, Robert Moore,
Damans Taylor and Gina
Warnecke.

www.kometowniffe.cotn

Abigail Massey of Westland
has been tapped for membership in Phi Alpha at Ashland
University in Ashland, Ohio.
Phi Alpha honors juniors and
seniors studying social work
who have attained scholarship
and distinction of achievement.
Massey had to have completed nine semester nours of
required social work courses,
achieved an overall grade point
average of 3.0 and a 3.25 grade
point average in required
social work courses and have
high standards of personal
conduct.
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First Citizen of the Year
NOMINATION

FORM
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Purpose of the Award
The First Citizen of the Year Award was created to recognize
an individual for outstanding local volunteer community service.
The winner will be honored at the Westland Chamber of
Commerce Spring Awards Dinner May 2 4 .

Nominee

Title/Position .„.„
Company/Organization

Business Address , . „ _

Nominator

Outline of Service - Include the impact on the community, length
of time and offices held.
Use additional sheet if necessary.

Notice - Deadline for nominations is April 29,2005.
Local residency is not required. Those currently holding or seeking
pubfic office are not eligible.
Mail: Westland Chamber of Commerce, 36900 Ford Rd.,
Westland, Ml 48185 or Fax: 734 326-6040
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MOTHER'S DAY IS jji MAY. MAY 8
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14.99

24!

30% off

Two Days
OnlyI!
mSaturday
April
Sunday, Mmy
Ai the Taylor
Sportspiex
Everything You Need To turn
Your Yard into a Getaway!
FREE ADMISSION!
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Look, for more details in our ad
on the Back of Today's Sports 5ection
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Right to Life-Lifespan
of Metro Detroit

?J
|

aiw SIIK.'O saic or clearance item

u£
I'll Hi s (/ri(( ( o ( f s

Mother's Day Dinnet
•HI

39.99-49.99
_ - c ••
SCBGir'S N r s
West Sle*e d'dddsn Bdndoh ib
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' Qnu 49 00
/9 00
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Tuesday, May 3rd, 2005

39.99

San Marino Club
1685 East Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan

Etienne Ai'iner _

L _ —

«4

JBJ u i

Ong G5 00

Doors Open at 5:45 pm

***&&&

with Silent Auction
Educational Center for Life

r ^ 1 GJVi OUR TROOPS A FREE CALL HOME
J

i

1 B / E M V $25 SPENT WITH A PARISIAN CREDIT CARD THRU JULY 4

Speaker

WILfePMOVIDE A US; SOLDIER A FREE CALL HOME.

Richard

, ; : ; " --^M'tiP'USiREAGH-QIJR GOAL OF 1 MILLION MtNUI L"S\
*Saks'!Depart'pi.en^Slore.Group will donate up to a;maximum of one million units of call time distributed tlirongli MCI tn U.S.
Military pemoline.!/ Each $25-sp'ent on a store credit card will generate 25 units of time. Phone rates will vary determined by
call country olvorigin am. other unforeseeable, conditions and will affeci total minutes of calf time available. The offer
concludes oritfuly 4th, 2005;'however, phone time will be available until all minutes generated from the offer are used.

Thompson

• b

L\* cutive Director &. Chief Conn* i*
Thomas More Law Center

•i,

MC - Rev. Keith A. Butler

"!

Word of Faith
International
Christian Church
Honorees:

2005 Mother of the Year
Student Art Council Winners
TO
American
Mon.-Sat.
CORNER

O R D E R A N Y T I M E , C A L L 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - S i a 5 : MONDAY T H R U SATURDAY, 10:00 A M T O 10:00 P M EST, A N D SUNDAY, 11:00 A M T O 7 0 0 P M EST
Express not a c c e p t e d with phone orders. S T O R E H O U R S : The Village of Rochester Hifls (248) 276-670S and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 1 2 - 6 ,
10-0. C H A R O E IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card o r Discover® LOCATED AT T H E VILLAOE O F R O C H E S T E R H I L L S ,
O F N O R T H A D A M S ROAD AND WALTON S T R E E T ; A N D L A U R E L PARK P L A C E IN LIVONIA, C O R N E R O F N E W B U R Q H R O A D A N D S I X M I L E R O A D .

'ercentages off regular prices or original pness, ss shown Actual savings, " l ^ 'ft<':e«el Btdtecf iserjwiraBe- or* •R-yuier" -and "Original 1, price? rsflsct offering prices w h i c h may not have resulted in actual sales
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For information call
Right to Life-LIFESPAN
2488161546
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nights and weekends!
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500 Shared whenever minutes*

Unlimited

Nights, Weekends

and Mobile-to-Mobile

National Long distance and roaming
$49.99 For 2 shared Isnes
*-
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After S100 in-store rebate.
(MSRP $99.99)
Annual contract required. Taxes excluded.

Allen Park
Aima
Auburn Hills
Birmingham

;

313-294-1400
989-463-0367
248-340-0770
248-723-8600

Bloomfield

248-593-3665

Brighton.
Davisburg .
Dearborn.-..
Dearborn Heights . . . . . . .
Eastpointe
Farmington
Flint
Lambertville
Lansing

.
.
.
.

810-225-2371
248-467-6034
313-441-1990
313-561-2222
586-552-8300
248-474-1400
810-787-5100
734-854-6000
517-622-5330

Lincoln Park . . .V
v
Livonia.
Livonia
Metamora
Milford
Monroe
Monroe
Port Huron
Redford . ,
Shelby Township
Southfield ,
St. J o h n s .
Taylor
Trenton .

'.
.

313-294-9920
734-522-4700
734-266-1400
810-678-8282
248-684-7440
734-384-8555
734-240-0343
810-985-4060
313-794-1400
586-677-9600
248-353-6899
989-227-1175
734-759-1400
734-676-9450
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Additional Regulatory Programs Fee of 86c per fine/mo, applies. This is not a tax or government-mandated charge. Taxes and other charges (including Universal Service charges) additional. If y c u ^
states, e.g. 30 days in CA), with no early cancellation fee. Both this offer before activation, and this plan after activation, may be modified and/or discontinued by T-Moblle, with or without notice and with respecttoall or only certain customers. 30c-4Sc per additional minute (or fraction thereof),
depending on plan. 5c per additional text message. Rates are for calls originating and terminating in the U.S. Coverage only available on our U.S. GSM/GPRS network and the network of our U.S. roaming partners ("Get More network"). Credit approval, $35'activation fee and 1-year agreement
required, with $200 early canceliation fee per Sine. Unused allowances lost. Partial minutes used are rounded up and charged at the full-minute rate; calls are measured from when the network begins to process the call (i.e., before the phone rings or the call is answered)'through the network's
termination of the call. Billing of roaming charges and minutes of use or services may be delayed to a subsequent biiling cycle. Call duration and/or your continued eligibility for this plan may be limited or terminated in T-Moblle's sole discretion, especially if monitoring of your usage discloses abusive conduct or abnormal call
pattern(s). Devices sold for use on our GSM/GPRS system may not be supportable on or compatible with other wireless systems. Weekends are midnight Fri, to 11:59 p.m. Sun., based on commencement time of call. Nights are 9:00 p.m. to 6:59 a.m., based on commencement time of call. Mobile-to-moblte means a directly
dialed call between T-Mobile subscribers while on our U.S. network. Call minutes currently rate in the following order (as available}: weekend/night, mobile-to-mobite, WHENEVER. Phone/Rebate: At participating locations; while supplies last; phone or accessories may be substitutedferitems of equal or greater value; additional
taxes and shipping charges may apply. Rebate offer requires purchase of the phone listed and new activation on a qualifying rate plan. You must be on a qualifying rate pianv^en rebate is processed. Allow 8-10 weeksforrebate chec^^
arbitration); viewable on www.t-mobile.com. Additional restrictions apply; see a brochure and our terms and conditionsfordetails. T-Mobile Is a registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2005 T-Mobile USA, Inc.
05-420 (04/05 - 05/05) -
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urner, Becher
eserve votes

On T u e s d a y , r e s i d e n t s of t h e W a y n e - W e s t l a n d
Community Schools will go to the polls to vote. And if the
past school elections are any indication, very few residents will take the time to do that.
Some may rationalize their decision to stay home by
saying it doesn't matter. Ed TUrner and Stephen Becher
are the only candidates for the two seats on the Board of
Education.
Turner has made a commitment of his time and energy
to making the Wayne-Westland schools the best they can
be even in these troubling times.
Turner was first elected to the board in 1997 and has
served as board secretary and president. He has repeatedly stated that he serves "students first, parents second and
teachers and administrators third" and that is evident in
all that he does.
Becher, a retired Wayne-Westland teacher, stepped forward last year, showing that he was willing to serve even
though admittedly this is the worst of times. He has been
quick to learn the ins and outs of the board, and we are
impressed with his commitment to becoming a certified
school board member through the Michigan Association
of School Boards. He has accomplished that even with a
full plate of volunteer and civic obligations.
Turner and Becher have not shirked their responsibility,
a n d W a y n e - W e s t l a n d r e s i d e n t s s h o u l d n ' t either.
Residents should not use the lack of competition as a way
of disenfranchising themselves. They must vote in each
and every election, no matter how unimportant they may
seem.
That is why we encourage residents to take the time to
vote Tuesday for Ed Turner and Stephen Becher. They
may not face any competition, but they are good candidates who deserve to know that their community supports them.

Increasing trash fee
a sensible proposal
A c c o r d i n g to t h e D e p a r t m e n t of E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Quality, Michigan took in 6 million tons of trash from
other states and Canada in 2004, an increase of 870,000
tons from 2003. Waste from other states and Canada represented 28 percent of all solid waste disposed of in
Michigan landfills.
Wayne County is the d u m p site of choice for all of
Toronto's solid waste.
House Democrats believe there is a way to stop this —
sharply increase the tipping fee from the current 21 cents
a ton to $7-50.
The increased fee is part of a package of bills dealing
with the dumping issue that has been a controversy for
several years. Democrats point to a Congressional report
showing that Pennsylvania imported 1.5 million fewer
tons in 2 0 0 3 than in 2001 after imposing an additional
$5 a ton state fee, to $7-25.
Democrats are also proposing tougher penalties for
out-of-state jurisdictions that send toxic items such as car
batteries and motor oil to Michigan landfills; a ban on
landfill expansion; and tougher enforcement by increasing fines for transport and disposal violations.
Michigan's low tipping fee makes this an attractive
place for other states and Ontario to dump their trash.
Attempts by the state to limit foreign trash have been
unsuccessful because the U.S. Constitution gives power
over interstate trade to the Congress, not the individual
states, and Congress hasn't been interested in taking sides
on Michigan's behalf.
LThe M i c h i g a n C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e a n d a t h e
Michigan Waste Industries Association are opposed to
tH& Democratic plan. They argue that the fee would result
i l i a tax on Michigan residents, as the fee would apply to
instate trash as well and they argue it also would harm
the state's economy because of the added cost to businesse^Democrats counter that if the total dumping charge
vfere passed on to Michigan households, the average
charge would be around $1 month. They also counter that
the overall economy wouldn't be affected by the the
increase, pointing again to Pennsylvania, which showed
an increase in employment and gross state product following its increase in its dumping fee to $7-25 a ton.
We believe after years of debate and several false steps
toward dealing with a problem that affects the safety,
health and infrastructure of the state that the Democrats
offer a viable plan for putting Michigan on a more equitable footing with its Great Lakes neighbors. We believe the
issues need to be fully aired and action needs to be taken.
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LETTERS
Not a nursing home
As a senior residing in Presbyterian
Village in Westland, I was very pleased to
see the article about The Seniors to Seniors
event with the Plymouth Christian
Academy. Everything in the article pointed
out the wonderful time we had with the
students the evening of Feb. 27, plus the
other times at the Village as we became
acquainted with our student partners. The
young people were vivacious, very polite
and genuinely interested in what we "seniors" had to say. We, in turn, were really
interested in their future plans^ and what
their experiences had been, contrasted
with our "high school senior year."
However, there was one glaring error
in the article -^ Presbyterian Village is
NOT A NURSING HOME! We are a
Senior Living Community, open to all
faiths, with a staff dedicated to keeping
us healthy and able to live life to its
fullest. Indeed, if you are in need of nursing care, you are not eligible to even
move into our village. We, it is true, age
after we arrive — but as long as we are
independent, we are able to remain.
There are so many activities available
(exercise classes, craft classes, quilting
group, garden club, many, many outings,
and outside entertainment and volunteers who join us in fun activities) that it
is impossible for one person to take part
in everything that is offered. We have to
choose which activities fall within our
"pleasure zone" and miss some of the fun.
We would invite you and any of your
readers who would like to know more
about living at the Village of Westland —
a mission of Presbyterian Villages of
Michigan — to drop around some time
and take a tour.

and a pledge not to increase class size. I
will fight for a freeze in all expenses, no
spending for ineffective testing that does
not benefit the classroom teacher, and no
unnecessary school elections.
I do not expect to affect changes
overnight. The present board members
have had 12 months to take effective
action, but they have not acted. The one
promise I will make is there will be no
vote for a needless expense like the
$40,000 spent on the February 2005
election. Those dollars should have gone
into classroom. The present policies are
obviously not workings We must have
new board members who will demand
and vote for solutions, not just cut programs and increase class size.
William C. Fried
Livonia

Keep Lessard, Markarian

behalf of the, district. Please remember to>;
vote on May 3, 2005..
,/
Joanne Morgan, Tom Bailey, Robert
Freeman, Lynda Scheel and Kevin
Whitehead

Vote for change: Fried, King yc

By and large, the folks serving on
,X
Livonia's school boards have been decent,..r
ordinary citizens with an unselfish desire ,••,
to help in the educational development of\.
our kids. While all deserve bur gratitude y
for freely given community service, some
have,served better than others.
,^
Case in point is the recent board, at
, ,t
times in possession of the narrow scope of ^
a political caucus rather than a public body
responsible to a larger community. In their
zeal to advocate for public education, they
have completely disregarded the distinctions that exist in determining what is . ..; ";
acceptable behavior for public, as opposed ,!
r
to private individuals and institutions.
>':
Private individuals and institutions are ;
free to participate in political activity as
they wish. On the other hand, public
employees and institutions are not. They '
were created to carry out public policy,
;
not to make it. Indeed, that is the intent ^
of both the Michigan Campaign Finance'*%
Act of 1976 and the federal Hatch Act. ^
In an act of questionable ethics, if not in „direct conflict with the intent of those laws, <•
the board created an "Advocacy Web site," e
within the Livonia Public Schools Web site. f(
Centered in educational legislative issues, it $
provided clearly biased talking points and ' i*
encouraged folks to express an opinion. A <>
click of the mouse directed them to an
•'$
elected official in Lansing or Washington. ; £
Our citizens are best served when a wide ; £
range of ideas is present in public dialogue: «;
an intellectual marketplace. Our freedom . "•>
as citizens, as a community and nation, *'$
rests upon the presence of a free flow of
j;
information and thought. Given that the
dialogue of board meetings is, at times,
%
insular, and the board's inclination to use *
public resources as a means to "advocate" **• \
their personal political beliefs, there is a
.^
clear need for change on the board.
' "*
If you desire fresh, innovative ideas
*
and independence of thought, give the
i
others a well-earned thank you and vote i
for Steve King and Bill Fried.
j

We are writing this because we know
how very much you, our community, care
about our Livonia Public Schools school
district and its governance, and we know
that you will want to make a difference for
our children. Cynthia Markarian and Dan
Lessard are both running for re-election
this year, and we are strongly endorsing,
both to serve as our school board trustees.
Dan Lessard has been a loyal and trusted fellow board member for nine years
now, serving not only our children, but
children throughout the state. His leadership and advocacy with the Wayne
County School Board Association and
with the Michigan Association of School
Boards have spread the good word about
"public education and the need to support
our students with high standards and
adequate funding. Dan believes in doing
the best for all of our students, and his
Alice M. Wright
teamwork, experience and passion
14-year resident, inspire us all. His nine years of experience
Presbyterian Village in Westland bring a sense of history and perspective to
the board — important in a time where
four board members have two years expeWe must demand solutions
rience or less. Dan has been and continOur Livonia Public Schools have been
ues to be a mentor to other board memin a fiscal crisis for at least the past 24
bers, leading by his example of always
months. The last two annual budgets
keeping our students first.
have spent more than each year's revenue, and the shortfall has been covered
Cynthia Markarian was appointed to
from district equity. Yet programs conour school board just one year ago, and
tinue to be cut and class sizes increased.
has proven to be a remarkable board
The only response from the board and
member. Cynthia works collaboratively,
Al Churchill
administration is to seek more money
takes every opportunity to learn, and
Livonia l
from Lansing. If the required money is
asks good questions that get to the heart
not received, then there will be additionof the matters being discussed. Her fresh
al program cuts and increased class sizes. perspective has brought renewed energy
SHARE YOUR OPINIONS
and purpose to the board, particularly in
The first objective of the school board
her
role
as
curriculum
committee
chairshould be the financial health of the disWe welcome your letters to the editor. Please
I
person and in areas of technology.
trict, but this board is more concerned
include your name, address and phone number *.
Cynthia values the education her middle
with favorable public image rather than
and high school children have received in for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 \
boring district financial facts.
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
j
LPS, and strives to continue that excelThe board needs to tell the administralence
not
just
for
her
youngest
child,
but
and
content.
a
tion there will be no cuts in programs and
for all children in our district. Her vision
no increases in class size. Every district
and team work help keep our focus on
communication should ask classroom
student achievement, and the excellence
teachers, non-teaching personnel, parents
Letters to the editor
of LPS, in providing the best education
and the taxpayers for all suggestions on
.Westland Observer
possible
to
our
students.
how to conserve dollars. Only by conserv36251 Schoolcraft.
ing resources can dollars be found to preOur board has continued to work hard
Livonia, Ml 48150
serve the core function of education; aca- '
this year in our ongoing efforts to estabdemies, music, gym and a foreign language. lish an atmosphere of respect and trust,
Fax:
and to make student achievement our
If you want a "can do" board member
top priority. We believe that Cynthia
(734) 591-7279
who will engage the entire district community all year, then I am asking for your Markarian and Dan Lessard are best
suited to work with the board as we con- E-mail:
vote on Tuesday, May 3.1 will bring to '
the board a vote against cuts in programs tinue our teamwork and collaboration on
smason@oe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE
, ':

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

"It's overdue. As everyone knows, the roof has been of high importance to me, and I will be happy when it's on."
- Westland historian Ruth Dale, about t h e possibility of roofing work starting as early as M a y on t h e Rowe House, of
which she is a longtime supporter
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fishing hole,
inton, Rouge
fell, they may not be able to balance the
' budget, attract new industry or fix the
roads, but our politicians do know how to
do one thing right: Draw the lines of their congressional or legislative districts so they are sure
to get re-elected or, failing that, to assure that
their party will continue to control the district.
Both parties have become amazingly skilled at
gerrymandering. And more often than not, they
are engaged in a silent conspiracy that assures that
most Democratic districts will stay Democratic
and most Republican districts will reliably vote
GOP year after year.
This is the nasty secret that
underlies why our political system has become both so intense\
ly partisan and so rigidly
unchanging over recent years.
Michigan's John Dingell, who as
the currently longest-serving
member of Congress should
know, says that there are no
more than 25 genuinely competPhil itive congressional districts out
Power of the 435 around the country.
Wayne County Probate Judge
Milton Mack, one of the
smarter people on the bench and a long-time student of Michigan voting behavior, adds that just a
handful of Michigan state legislative districts are
competitive these days.
Why is this a problem? Simple. In districts that
are drawn to favor one party over the other, the
important contest is not the general election. It's
the primary, when a small minority of voters, usually a more strident group than the rest of us,
picks their party's nominee, who then will waltz to
certain victory in the November general election.
For Republicans, it's the passionate Right-to~
Lifers and the religious/social conservatives who
turn out and generally pick a candidate who is
usually to the right of the majority of the party.
For Democrats, it's their equally highly motivated
ACLU members, union functionaries and "tree
huggers," a.k.a. environmentalists, who tend to
select nominees more liberal than most.
;As respected veteran political columnist David
Broder puts it, "Each party now only plays to its
hard-core supporters, and the pragmatic center
goes unrepresented." With general elections then
coming down to a choice between extremes, it is
any wonder partisan conflict has become so
sharp? And with most voters more or less firmly
in the middle of the road, is it any wonder many
of us feel left out of the political process?
That's why there's been a lot of recent discussion about fiddling with election rules to make it
easier for all of us to vote, or alternatively, to
change the way the redisricting process works.
In Michigan, state Rep. Christopher Ward (R-

Brighton) has introduced a bill that would allow
voters with a photo ID to cast an absentee ballot
at the local clerk's office, without having to give a
reason, anytime during the week before the election. (As it now works, to get an absentee ballot
you have to be older than 60 or declare you must
be out of town on election day.) Ward says he has
bipartisan support for his bill, although Gov.
Jennifer Granholm and other Democrats object
to requiring voters, some of whom may not work
or drive, to produce an ID.
Elsewhere, people are talking about changing
the way in which district lines are drawn. In
Michigan, they are drawn up by the majority
party in the state Legislature to favor their side.
About the only legal limitations are those that
require all districts to be the same size ("one man,
one vote") and avoiding drawing lines that slice
through normally recognized communities.
In California, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
wants to shift the line-drawing from the
Legislature to a panel of retired judges. Maybe
these are both good ideas. Especially appealing to
me is the thought that drawing district lines is a
task too important to be left to the politicians.
But the trouble is that neither strategy addresses the basic problem. Making it easier to vote
absentee doesn't change the dynamic of each
party playing to its hard-core supporters in primary elections. And retired judges, most of
whom owed their seats on the bench to one party
or another, are not immune to being almost as
partisan as legislators.
Judge Mack has developed a fine 10-point
"Voters' Bill of Rights" that neatly frames what a
good voting system ought to do. Included are:
B The right to have their vote count. Consider
Republican voters in an overwhelmingly
Democratic district. Does their vote count for
much? No.
B The right to vote in elections that matter.
Consider Democratic voters in an overwhelmingly Republican district. Do November elections
matter to them? Not in local races.
B The right to vote in election districts that are
fairly drawn. The key notion here is "fairly." In
Judge Mack's mind, fair means not gerrymandered for partisan advantage.
Judge Mack has succeeded in defining what a
properly functioning democratic (with a small "d")
voting system ought to do. Plainly, the system we
now have is failing these tests. Next week's column will describe a simple, common sense solution that could go a long way toward healing our
steadily more dysfunctional political system.
Phil Power, the former chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network and regent of the University of
Michigan, is a longtime observer of politics, economics and
education issues in Michigan.

I s it just me, or did winter seem to retreat
I in an awful hurry this year? No complaints
* here, because I was definitely ready for it
to go. And by the looks of the bustling golf
courses and parks and the neighborhoods full
of playing children, everyone else was ready
for spring as well.
Certainly spring is one of the most lovely
times of the year. The snow melts away, the
birds begin to sing and the flowers take bloom.
For me, spring also means a new season to
pull out the rod and reel, and begin the annual quest to outwit as many
fish as possible. The traditional opener for trout fishing begins the last weekend
of the April, a symbolic time
many anglers like myself
have thought about since
the state's waters "hardened
up" back in December and
January.
Come that weekend,
there will be a great pilKuban grimage of anglers, young
and mostly old, from southeast Michigan, who will
head up to the state's fabled trout waters.
Streams like the Au Sable, Manistee, Pere
Marquette and Jordan will again beckon
familiar anglers with their ancient call. And
that is to name just a few. We are fortunate to
live in a state with thousands of miles of designated trout water.
In fact, our state offers so much to anglers of
all stripes, whether you like to catch brook trout
or walleye, bass or crappie, bluegill or pike.
Instead of "If you seek a pleasant peninsula,
look about you," Michigan's motto could easily
be "If you seek a fishing hole, look about you."
Unfortunately, few anglers choose to look
close to home. You don't have to travel several
hours up north to wet a line. In addition to
the Detroit River, Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair
and all the wonderful lakes in Oakland
County, which certainly see their share of
fishing pressure, there are two wonderful
resources that are mostly overlooked. I refer
to the Clinton and Rouge rivers, which traverse the Detroit area like little freshwater
arteries in a suburban landscape.
Kurt

Regrettably, when most people think of
these two rivers, they associate them with pollution and degradation. Yet in the last two
decades, the water quality of both rivers has
improved considerably, even dramatically. Not
only have local municipalities implemented a
whole host of projects that have made a positive impact on both rivers, there have also
been countless volunteers who have helped

pull generations of junk from their waters.
The Clinton watershed, in particular, offers
some fine fishing. It still contains plenty of
trout-holding tributaries, and there is an
ongoing project to make the mainstream a
trout fishery as well. The river is already
known as a burgeoning fishery fox steelhead,
which are oversized rainbow trout prized by
anglers as one of the best freshwater game
fish. In fact, on Tuesday the state's
Department of Natural Resources stocked
the river in Shelby Township with thousands
of hatchery-bred steelhead, just as it has for
;
the last several years.
The Rouge River, on the other hand, still has -:,
a ways to go because of years of degradation. _;-• K
In fact, I can just hear some people chuckling*
at the notion of fishing the Rouge, which was^s,
once one of the most polluted rivers in the ^Tfi
country. While the river certainly has its s h a r e ^
of obstacles, there are sections of the watershed where fishing can be quite good.
( ,^
My introduction to this fact took place a ' ,couple of summers ago when I was driving ^
along Hines Drive and decided to stop and
take a peek at the Middle Rouge. Surprisingly,"'0,
the water looked inviting, and I just happened
to have my fishing gear in the truck. I said,
"What the heck, I'll give it a try" Lead a fisherman to water and, I promise, you won't have
any problem getting him to fish.
To my great surprise, I caught more fish
that day than any angler should be privileged
enough to catch in a couple of hours time.
Nothing huge, but plenty of fighters, mostly
smallmouth bass and rock bass.
The Clinton and Rouge are two of the most
populated and accessible watersheds in the
state. This water is in our back yards. Yet so
many of us anglers will jump in a car and drive ;
several hours to fish water that is oftentimes.
less productive. And believe it or not, both
rivers, particularly the Clinton, offer some great
scenery, and the type of peace and quiet that
many associate with trout streams up north.
The more people that use these resources, J,
the more pressure there will be to continue < ^
the cleanup that began less than a quarter
century ago, which benefits everyone in the ^
region, not just us anglers. Property values
will increase, as will other recreational and m %
educational opportunities. Obviously, it will* j |
also benefit the fish and other aquatic wildlife
that call the rivers home.
And that's where us anglers come into t h e ^
picture. Ah, I love spring.
"- **
Kurt Kuban is editor of the Canton Observerand an „
avid fisherman. He welcomes comments at (734) 459- / , . ,
2700orkkubantoe.homecomm.net
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Michigan's Play System Superstore
M Selection... More Brandt. Compare & Save!
, * *

Sale End 4/30/05

How ^
/on Save?

Cannot combine with any other promotion,

The Doll Hospital & Toy S o l d i e r S h o p
Monday-Wednesday 10-5.30 Thursday 10-8:30

3947-w.i'2Miie Beritiey .248-543-3115'

Friday & Saturday-10-5:30. Sunday 12-4 f o r Swingsets
• I *

No matter what you do,
you can't
protect
your furs
at home!

•*

Multiple Garment Discount:
SAVE $5 to $15
Per Garment
On Storage with Cleaning

'V0
Ofoat fgSS
Generations Serving Generations

(313) 873-8300

(248) 642-3000

www.dittricrifurs.com
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Using your home to get money is easy.
The Standard Federal Bank H o m e Equity Line of Credit is a smart, convenient way to

475k8250,000 or more
Credit Line

5.00l?„

get the money you need, when you need it. You can use the equity in your home for just

$125,000-5249,999
Credit Line

abGut anything, from home Improvements and debt consolidation to college tuition. Even

Plumbing Repair

emergency expenses. Access your money anytime with convenient checks or w i t h Standard

Expert Troubleshooting «
Sinks * Faucets •
Sump Pumps <

5 . 2 5 APR*
$75,000-8124,999
Credit Line

5.50??„
S25,000-S74,999
Credft Line

Federal Online. There are no closing costs and the interest may be tax deductible* Applying
is quick and easy. Simply call (877) 732-8240, stop by any Standard Federal Bank branch or
visit standardfederalbank.com.

LICENSED &
Call TOLL

Federal Bank
ABNAMR0

Home Remodeling:
Bathrooms • Basements • Kitchens

S 1 0 OFF
ANY PLUMBING
SERVICE WITH
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'The Annual Percentage Rates [APRs) on Standard Federal Bank's Home Equity Lines of Credit sirs tied to Prime Prims is the highest Prime Rate as published in the "Money Pates" section of The WallStreet Journal'on the last publishing
day of the calendar month immediately preceding the billing cycle. The margin tied to Prime varies ami depends on the approved credit line amount and combined loan-to-value. APRs disclosed above assume e combined loan-to-vaiue
of 30% or less. On February 28,2005, Prime was 5.50% and the APR on Standard Federal Bank's Home Equity Line of Credit products varied between 4.75% and 8.50%. Prime is a variable rate; as rt.chanjjes. the APR on your account
will change The maximum APR is 21%. A balloon payment will resuli ai the end of the ten-year draw period. The Home Equity Lines are limited to owner-occupied. 1-4 family principal residences and are subject to no less than a
second lien position on your property. You must cany insurance on the property thai secures this loan ! fond insurance required if necessary There is a $50 annual fee after the first year unless you are a member of Credit
Exclusives. Consult your tax advisor concerning the deductibility of interest. Closing costs paid by Stanoard federal Bank are limited to appraisal, title insurance, flood certification and recording fees. Any additional fees or 1
conditions imposed by the city, state or county that the subject property is located in will be the borrowers regonsibility 1 he APRs are subject to change without notice. Member FDIC. ©2005 Standard Federal Bank N A
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Current Ford Employee

Foeu* Includes
a Mo Charge
Automatic
Transmission
1*815 value}

can Re-Lease a 2005 F-150 SC 4X4 XLT

With $1,727
customer cash due at signing.

With $2,525
customer cash due at signing.
Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of aij^rebates. Payment includes $2000 RCL Cash and $500 First Time
Buyer Matching Down payment,

Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due ai signing is net of all
rebates. Payment includes $1000 renewal cash, $2000 RCL cash
and $1000 Ford Credit Bonus Cash.

Current Ford Employee

With $1,657
customer cash due at signing.
Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all
rebates. Payment includes $1000 Employee bonus cash.

Current Ford Employee lessees can Re-Lease a 2005 Explorer XLT 4dr.

Current Ford Employee lessees can Re-L

a 2005 Freestyle SEL
A month(i) with
a 2<t month low
mileage Red
Carpet Re-nswal

With $2,080
customer cash due at signing.
Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all
rebates. Payment includes $1000 renewal cash, $2500 RCL cash
and $1000Ford Credit bonus cash and $1500 non package cash.

With $1,626

customer cash due at signing.
Inciudes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all
rebates. Payment includes $1000 Employee bonus cash.

(1) For special Ford Credit Bonus Cash on selected 2005 models, take new vehicle retail delivery from dealer stock by 5/2/05. Restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details, *Some payments higher, s o m e lower. Not all Lessees will
qualify for lowest payment For special lease terms, RCL Cash, $1000 Employee bonus cash on 2005 Freestyle and Five Hundred, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 5/2/2005. RCL Cash may be taken in cash, but is used towards down payment in examples shown, $1000 lease
renewal cash only available to customers terminating their Ford Division Red Carpet Lease and re-lease for 24 months by 5/2/2005. Supplies are limited, not all dealers will have all featured models, Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details. All payment examples are for Current Ford
Employee and eliglblefamily member Lessees.Customers must finance through Ford Credit.

FORD DEALERSHIPS VS. OIL CHANGE SH
• Factory-trained knowledge of your engine to recommend
the right o\\ and filter
• Specialize in Ford vehicle service
• Can offer one-stop service for everything your car needs
• Technicians trained by Ford Motor Company

US

THEM

YES
YES
YES
YES

NO
NO
NO
NO

SERVICING YOUR FORD AT THE DEALERSHIP HELPS PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF YOUR WARRANTY.

THE GENUINE CHALLENGE. WE'RE BETTER. WE'RE PROVING IT. AND WE WANT YOU TO BE THE JUDGE

LOWEST PRICES
ON ALL NAME-BRAND TIRES WE SELL-INCLUDING
GOODYEAR, CONTINENTAL, MICHEUN AND MORE!

Requires presentation ofcompetitor's current price ad ort
exact tire soid isy Dealership
within 30 days of purchase
See participating
Desiershipfor detaiis
through 12/31/05.

A great value in maintenance oil change, tire rotation, thorough
inspection and more!

Genuine Motorcraft®
Brake Service
Get the brakes engineered specifically
for your vehicle. Installed by the
experts who know your vehicle best,
instaii Motorcraft* pads or shoes on most cars/Sight trucks
One axie. Excludes machining rotors and diurris. Taxes e x t r a ^
See participating Dealership for Retails through' 5/29/0&

Genuine Motorcraft
Tested Tough® PLUS Battery
A ,

Genuine Motorcraft* Premium
Wear Indicator Wiper Blades

/Genuine Motorcraft® oil and filter change
Rotate and inspect four tires
/Inspect brake system
/Test battery
/Check air and cabin air filters
/Check belts and hoses
/Top off all fluids

OfiLESS
Motorcraft* wiper blades with wear indicator, per pair, installed.
Taxes extra^ See participating Dealership for detaiis through 5/29/05.

with 84-month warranty
that includes FREE towing!
MSRP with exchange. Taxes and installation extra,
Free towing valid only with Dealer-installed battery.
See participating Dealership for iimited-warranty detaiis

EXPERT SERVICE AND GREAT PRICES!

Up to five quarts of Motorcraft* oii, Taxes, disposal fees and tiiesei
vehicles extra. See participating Dealership for details through 5/29/05.

GENUINE PARTS, GE

NE SERVICE. GENl

PEACE OF MIND

3480 Jackson Rd. 1-800-875-FORD

9800 Belleville Rd. 734-697-9161

BELLEVILLE

2105 Washtenaw 734-482-8581
YPSILANTI

7070 Michigan Ave. 734-429-5478

I-96 at Milford Rd. 248-437-6700
LYONTWP.

2800 N. Telegraph, 734-243-6000
MONROE

ANN ARBOR

SALINE

.•*••*

See Dealer for Service
Department hours.

